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Justice

Q Is public shaming a just 
response to bad behavior?

A Exposing unacceptable behavior through 
social media is the modern equivalent 

of wearing a “scarlet letter” or sitting in stocks 
in the public square. I grew up in a church that 
forced women who were pregnant before 
marriage to confess in front of the congrega-
tion while other sinners looked on. I’m glad 
most churches now use forms of discipline 
that respect the dignity of the person. But I 
join public campaigns that shame companies 
who practice child labor, for example.

Public shaming can be an effective form 
of nonviolent resistance against social evils 
such as racism and exploitation. The possibil-
ity of being shamed acts as a restraint on 
antisocial behavior. When someone’s reputa-
tion is ruined for a small indiscretion, shaming 
is not just. It gives power to the powerless, 
and that power can be used for petty revenge 
or venting anger, both of which are not just. 
Tweets about a classmate’s dress, hair, or life-
style, for example, create feelings of shame. 
But it is the sender who should be ashamed 
of such actions. 

There are no established norms to guide 
the use of public shaming, but we need them. 
The following may be a start. Public shaming 
might be acceptable if
•	 the action being shamed is a serious 

violation of widely accepted norms.
•	 significant benefits will result from 

ending the practice being shamed.
•	 due process is followed, and care is taken 

to prevent harm to persons.
•	 a formal process to pursue justice is not 

available.
•	 motivation is conscientious choice, not 

venting rage or vengeance.

—Kathy Vandergrift is a public policy analyst 
living in Ottawa, Ont.

Faith Formation

Q Has intentionally engag-
ing all ages through 

worship become an impor-
tant value in the CRC? During 
Sunday dinner today, our 15-year-old com-
mented, “It struck me that [this morning’s] 
worship and the message related beauti-
fully to my life, and it seemed to me they 
related just as much to Grandpa’s life.”

A I think so. Maybe it’s more accurate to 
say that it’s gradually becoming an 

important value.  I’ve met some folks who are 
worried that we’re becoming an either/or 
church: we used to focus too much on adults 
in our worship and now we’ve swung to the 
other end to focus on children and teens.

I’m not worried about that. Faith develop-
ment research tells us that believers of all ages 
share common spiritual needs and longings. 
Worship leaders and preachers can minister 
to these commonalities, drawing in people of 
all ages through invitational language, exam-
ples, and stories. In addition, every year there 
are more and more strong resources designed 
to equip us to be a church that engages all 
generations deeply.

Your teen’s observation warms my heart.

—Syd Hielema is a team leader for Faith Forma-
tion Ministries. He is a member of Meadowlands 
Fellowship Christian Reformed Church in 
Ancaster, Ont.  n

Outreach

Q Isn’t Christianity a psy-
chological crutch? People 

who believe in God do so because they feel 
a need to rely on something stronger than 
themselves and it makes them feel better.

A First, just because my belief in God makes 
me feel good or gives me comfort does 

not prove whether God exists or not. My feel-
ings about something may or may not reflect 
the reality of it.  For instance, the idea of receiv-
ing an Apple Watch for Christmas may make 
you feel good. You may also feel good about 
having it delivered by Santa. You feel good 
about both ideas, but one of them is grounded 
in reality and the other is not.

Second, many atheists today admit that 
they do not want there to be a God or a creator 
of the universe. Their fundamental objection 
to theism is not so much a lack of evidence or 
proof as it is an expression of their deep wishes. 
They simply do not like the idea that they have 
to submit to a higher being. So it’s fair to ask 
them, “Isn’t your atheism a psychological 
projection of your wants and wishes? You dis-
like the universe with a creator in it so much 
that you have projected into your mind a world 
without God. Isn’t your atheistic view a psy-
chological crutch?”  

Third, if the God of the Bible were a projec-
tion of my wants and desires, then it would 
follow that my adherence to that God would 
bring about my own wants and desires. In other 
words, the God I created out of my own imag-
ination would not transcend me. But the reality 
is that the God of the Bible demands me to 
sacrifice myself and serve him. I personally find 
following God the most difficult thing to do 
because he transcends me and demands of me 
things that run counter to my wants and desires.  

—Victor Ko is a church planter with mosaicHouse 
in Edmonton, Alta.

FAQs
Believers of all ages share common  

spiritual needs and longings.
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863-422-6442. Preachers: Feb Rev John Witvliet; Mar 6-April 10 

Rev.  Ron Noorman.

Church’s 50th Anniversary  

North hills CrC, troy, mi will celebrate its 50th anniversary in 

2016. All friends, former members and others interested are invited 

to celebrate with us at a banquet on April 16, 2016 and a celebratory 

worship service on April 17, 2016. Please send us your contact informa-

tion so that we can give you further information. Contact Rev. Randy 

Engle at randyengle@aol.com or his administrative assistant, Susan 

Ballard, at admin@northhillscrc.org. Telephone: (248) 645-1990.

General

VANDEr ArK Saramae (Witt) celebrates 70 years as a church organ-

ist in January 2016. She has served in the following CRC’s: Harderwyk 

and 16th St, Holland, MI; Trenton, Ontario; Immanuel Ripon, CA; Ideal 

Park, Wyoming, MI; and for the last 53 years at Covenant, Cutlerville, 

MI. Service of thanksgiving and celebration: January 17, 9:30 am, 

Covenant CRC, featuring organ, brass, tympani, and choir. Psalm 33:1-3

Birthdays

90th Birthday  

BENNiE GroEN of Renville, MN celebrated his 90th birthday on 
November 2nd. Celebrating God’s grace and goodness in his life are 
his wife, Adeline, children: Dave and Arlene Groen, Roger and Judy 
(deceased 2014) Groen, Mary and Kevin Koppendrayer, Carol and Carl 
Veurink, Steve and Karen Groen, Doug and Anne Groen, 19 grandchil-
dren and 30 great-grandchildren.

Anniversaries

70th Anniversary  

VANDENBErG John & Marian (Zylstra) 2121 Raybrook SE DV-364, 
GR, MI, 49546, mark 70 years of marriage on January 18, 2016. They 
and their children, grandchildren and great grandchildren praise God 
for his faithfulness and blessings. Psalm 100:5

65th Anniversary  

ruDENGA Edward J and Sylvia (Van Til), 401 E US 30, Apt 201, 
Schererville, IN 46375, celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary 
November 10, 2015. They, with their children: Jack & Liz Rudenga, 
Russel & Elizabeth Rudenga, Joan & Adam Wegner, 7 grandchildren, 
5 great-grandchildren, praise God for the many blessings experienced 
during these years.

 Denominational and Classical

meetings of Classis  

ClAssis hEArtlAND will meet March 5, 2016, at First CRC, Hull, 
Iowa. Agenda materials are due to the stated clerk by January 16, 
2016. Rev. Robert Drenten, S. C., 1405 Albany Ave NE, Orange City, IA 
51041. robert.drenten@gmail.com

Congregational

PAlm lANE CrC in Scottsdale, AZ held its last service on November 
22, 2015, celebrating 51 years of worshiping, praising and serving our 
faithful God. We are thankful for all that have served and been a party 
of our family.

mArANAthA CommuNity ChurCh CrC The Maranatha Com-
munity Church CRC will meet at Farnsworth Hall, 6159 University Drive, 
Mesa AZ from Dec thru 2nd Sunday in April at 10:00 AM Visitors are 
welcome. Please confirm and send billing to harlanram@gmail.com

lK AlFrED FlA miNistry- 140 Mallard Rd 33850 near Winter 
Haven & Orlando Rt 17/92. www.lakealfredministry.org, phone  

ADS
Deadlines: February Issue is 1/4/16; March issue is 2/1/16. Details online.

Prices: Most ads are $0.33US per character (min. 150  characters including 
punctuation and spaces). A discounted rate of $0.26US per character applies to 
Anniversaries, Birthdays, Obituaries, Denomina tional and Classical Announce
ments, and Congregational Announce ments. Photos are $22US extra.

to Advertise: Place your classified ad online at www.thebanner.org/classifieds or 
email it to classifieds@thebanner.org or fax it to 6162240834. Questions? 
Call 6162240725.

 
 

Seeking applicants for 
the position of

NATIONAL DIRECTOR

The National Director will  
be responsible for ensuring that 

Diaconal Ministries Canada  
fulfills its mandate of partnering with 

diaconates, churches and  
parachurch organizations across 

Canada to demonstrate God’s  
love in the community.

For more information  
please visit our website at  

www.diaconalministries.com/careers

v
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v
Less than
25 miles from 
New York City

New Jersey Small Business Success Award Winner
Top 50 Christian High Schools in America

NATIONAL DISTRICT of CHARACTER



PAstor: 2nd CRC of Fremont, MI is in need of a Pastor to share 
the good news of Jesus Christ to our congregation and community. 
For more information and our church profile, please contact Jason 
DeKuiper at jdekuiper@comcast.net.

WorshiP/musiC CoorDiNAtor Graafschap Christian Reformed 
Church in Holland, Michigan is seeking to fill a 30 hour per week 
position for Worship and Music Coordinator. This position requires a 
servant of Christ who understands the biblical concepts of worship 
and appreciates the emphases of Reformed theology in worship. The 
individual will be a vital part of Graafschap’s life and ministry and 
should be able to love and empathize with her. Interested candidates 
can submit a resume with references or other inquires to: Graafschap 
CRC, 5973 Church Street, Holland, MI 49423 attn: Worship/Music 
Search Committee or graafschapworship@gmail.com.

lEAD PAstor: Cadillac CRC, a vibrant church in scenic Northern 
Michigan, is seeking a Lead Pastor. Please see our church profile at 
crcna.org, visit our website at cadcrc.org, or contact our search 
committee chair (Glen Van Antwerp) at vanantg@gmail.com or 
231-829-3470 for more information about our congregation.

PAstor NEEDED iN CAlGAry, AB Just east of the beautiful Rocky 
Mountains, in the diverse city of Calgary, Emmanuel Christian 
Reformed Church is seeking a Pastor of Preaching and Administration. 
We are an active, large church family with a full range of ministries 
including contemporary Reformed worship and an active community 
development ministry. We are looking for an inspiring, motivating 
leader able to apply Scriptures to our contemporary lives and to 
work collaboratively with our ministry leadership and staff. In a city 
that offers everything from sports to arts and prairies to mountains, 
we invite you to consider helping us build a body that is alive in 
Christ. Confidential inquiries can be made to Hessel Kielstra at 
pastorsearch@emmanuelcrc.org. Church profile available from the 
Ministerial Information Service at CRC’s Pastor Church Relations.

PAstor Kelloggsville CRC in SE Grand Rapids, MI is seeking a 
full-time pastor. KCRC is an increasingly diverse and contemporary 
congregation that is deeply rooted in our community and faith. 
For additional information please contact search@kcrc.org

PAstor Rudyard CRC in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan ( God’s 
Country) is currently searching for a full time pastor. We are a solid, 
Loving and Faithful Church. We are kind of traditional with great 
youth and children programs. For information and church profile 
please contact Woody Bandstra at wbandstra@yahoo.com or call 
906-248-5388

Church Position Announcements
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Obituaries  

DECKEr Stephen Anthony Decker, age 65 is at peace with his Lord 
after victory in his year-long battle from cancer. 417 South Kenilworth 
Ave, Elmhurst, IL, 60126. He was a man of deep faith, gentle wisdom 
and good humor. Beloved husband of Dianne Decker, nee Murray; 
loving father of Jason R. Decker, Rachel D. (Robert) Baker, Nathaniel 
J (Jacque) Decker, Luke A. (Monica) Decker, Joanna R. (John) Redden; 
devoted grandfather of Alma, Anita, Vera, Lily, Naomi, and Elliott 
Decker, Noah, Jacob, & Rebekah Redden, and Matthew Baker; cherished 
son of Wanda and the late Anita and the late Louis Charles Decker; 
fond brother of Ann Loise (Keith) Decker Lyons, Patricia Lynn Decker, 
Louis Charles (Barbara) Decker Jr., and Barbara Ann (Daniel) Kirkham.

Kooy Richard, age 89, of Orland Park, IL, went home to be with the 
Lord on November 21, 2015. WWII US Navy Veteran. Beloved husband 
of Eleanor, nee Bloem, and the late Annette, nee Olthoff. Loving father 
of Doris (Paul) Boer, Jennifer (Timothy) Zoeterman, Richard J. (Karen) 
Kooy and the late Jo Ann Kreps. Dear step father of Beth Ann (Charles) 
Leensvaart and Keith (Joanne) Brink. Cherished grandfather of 13 and 
great-grandfather of 27. Fond brother of Johanna (late Marvin) Wit-
teveen, John (Sue and the late Elizabeth) Kooy, and the late Peter (late 
Cornelia) Kooy, Jeanette (late Andrew) Van Dyke, and Ralph (Evelyn) 
Kooy. Retired from Chevrolet Division of GM with 30 years of service.

oPPEWAl Leona Grace, age 86, of Whitinsville, MA, went to be with 
her Lord October 21, 2015. She was preceded in death by her husband 
Jacob Oppewal, and her sisters Jennie Hoving and Gertrude Cook. Lee 
is survived by her brother Herman Schutt and her children Faith (Henry) 
Lane, Tom(Sonda) Oppewal, Peg (Dan) Wierenga, and Cynthia (Steve) 
Mellema, seven grandchildren and two great grandchildren.

ritsEmA Marvin J, age 76, of Grandville, MI joined his siblings, Beth 
Noble and John Ritsema in glory on Oct 29, 2015. He was a Calvin 
College grad and a choral director for many years at Zeeland and 
Holland Chr schools. He was named teacher of the year by the Michi-
gan School Vocal Assoc in 1987. He will be lovingly remembered by 
his sister, Lu, his children and their families, Cheri and Ken Dykhouse, 

Kathi and Todd Hammond, Mary and Matt vanBuren, and their mother 
Dianne (Nagelkirk) Swierenga.

sChultZE William C. age 88, died Tuesday, November 17, 2015. 
Surviving are his wife, Mary; children, Daniel (Jill), Ruth (Patrick) 
Sicklesteel, Martha (Timothy) Slot, Timothy (Lori), Joel (Julie); brother, 
Gordon (Phyllis); 13 grandchildren; 6 great grandchildren; and 3 step 
great grandchildren.

VANDErGriFt Laurens (Larry) of Ottawa, Ont. passed away on 
November 1, 2015, age 68. He is survived by wife Kathy, son Michael 
and wife Elaine, daughters Ellen and Andrea, 4 grandchildren, and six 
brothers and sisters.

VANDErKooi, Lambert, 80, of Kalamazoo, MI went to be with his 
Savior and Lord on November 17, 2015. Surviving are his wife of 50 
years, Agatha, children, Ray(Shari), Joel(Jackie), Glen(Kori), Beth(Greg) 
Rozeveld and 13 grandchildren.

VANDErlAAN Robert, went to be with his Lord on Sunday, Nov. 1, 
2015. Preceded in death by his wife, Millie of 64 years; survived by his 
children, Linda and Dan Slotsema, Robert and Ann VanderLaan; 
grandchildren and great grandchildren; Paul and Pam Slotsema (Polly, 
Preston & Pierce); Nicole VanderLaan; Katherine and Luke Raymond, 
(Sarah Claire); Christine and Patrick Minor (Zelda and Adelaide); David 
Slotsema; Michael and Rachel Slotsema; Jane Slotsema, and Sarah 
Slotsema.

Volunteers  

iDEA miNistriEs iNVitEs you! To travel, learn & serve in Palestine 
(March), Mexico (April, July), or Kenya (May). Individuals, couples, 
families, groups welcomed; high school & college students, retirees; 
first come, first to travel, learn & serve. www.ideaministries.org

Employment  

CArEGiVErs NEEDED Are you interested in working for the best 
living assistance services company in West Michigan? Visiting Angels 
is looking for people who can be excellent, not average; make a con-
nection with our clients; be perfectly dependable; practice compassion 
and work with integrity. Contact Heather at 616-243-7080 or heather@
vangels.com. www.vangels.com

CoNstruCtioN iN FloriDA Westra 
Construction Corp. is currently seeking 
candidates for Foreman, heavy equipment 
operators, pipe layers, pipe crews, CDL 
drivers, and mechanics for full time posi-
tions. We also have opportunities for 
management and administrative  positions. 

Westra Construction Corp. has been a local contractor in Manatee 
County for nearly 40 years performing work in West Central Florida as 
a Utility Contractor as well as a General Contractor. Westra Construction 
Corp. is proud to offer excellent pay and benefits including: Health 
insurance, 401k, paid vacations, and paid holidays. EOE, DFWP, 
We E-verify. 941-723-1611

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Dordt College is seeking 
applications for the following areas 

beginning August 2016:  
 

Administrative Positions 
Director of the Andreas Center 

 

Faculty Positions 
 

Agriculture  ●  Art  ●  Chemistry 
Communication 

Engineering  ●  Finance 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Application reviews will begin immediately.  
Qualified persons committed to a Reformed,  

Biblical perspective and educational philosophy 
are encouraged to follow the faculty application 

procedure at the link below. 
 

Dr. Eric Forseth, Provost 
Dordt College 
498 4th Ave NE 

Sioux Center, IA  51250-1697 
provost@dordt.edu  

www.dordt.edu/prospective_employees/faculty/ 
 

Dordt College does not discriminate as to age, sex, national origin, 
marital status or against those who are disabled. 

DORDT 
COLLEGE 
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ANNA mAriA islAND, Fl CoNDos pool, beach access, linens, fully 
equipped. 1 and 2 bedrooms. $650-750/wk. D. Redeker, 941-778-1915. 
redekercondos.com

FAll iN FloriDA Ft Myers pool home for rent by the week or  
month. Nov/Dec & April/May Availible. Close to beach and shopping.  
905-332-6711

CAlliNG All sNoWBirDs! Thinking of buying a warmer nest in 
Florida this winter? Call Steve Doornbos at RE/MAX Advantage Plus in 
Delray Beach at 561-302-4556 and tell him your price range and 
desired location, and he’ll arrange some home showings for you when 
you’re in the South Florida, Palm Beach/Broward county area this 
winter! If you’re a serious, pre-approved buyer, call or email SteveSell-
s4Remax@gmail.com & he’ll send you a list of some homes and 
condos For Sale in the “SoFlo” area. 561-302-4556 561-302-4556

CottAGE 4 rENt 4 bed, 3 bath, updated. Sleeps 12, Hess Lake, MI 
private waterfront. $1,400/week. Call Lonnie 616-942-0048

WEEKly rENtAl: Douglas/Saugatuck, MI: Newly built Lake Michigan 
family guest house, 2br, loft w/ 2.5ba - sleeps 8. Lake Mi view & private 
beach. Call Ken @ 630-268-1531 or email Groenjk@aol.com

6 BDrm lAKE miChiGAN housE 400 ft. private beach & woods; 
1 hour from Grand Rapids. View: www.greatlakehouse.com; Email: 
rental@greatlakehouse.com

For rENt One bedroom apartment partially furnished and recently 
remodeled in a good neighborhood near Hope College. Rent $385.00. 
Call 355-2476 for information.

CoAstAl, NC 4 cottages: 3 br on water; two 1 br and 1 effc. in historic 
Beaufort. WiFi, TV, grill, ac & more. www.theshellcottage.com (252) 
504-6262 (w) or 252-504-6201 (h).

Travel  

holiDAy iN hollAND in our 
self-contained cabin or suite. We 
also offer vehicle rentals and 
tours.w w w.chestnut lane. 
 
 

EuroPEAN hiGhliGhts, JuNE 29 – July 11, 2016 hosted by 
Pastor John and Willie Van Schepen featuring Germany, Austria, 
Switzerland, Luxembourg and 5 nights in the Netherlands. For details, 
visit www.wittetours.com, call 800 GO WITTE, or contact the Van 
Schepen’s, pjvs50@gmail.com or 360-920-0149.

Products and Services  

ABsolutEly BEst PriCEs paid for religious books. Contact Credo 
Books, 1540 Pinnacle East SW, Wyoming, MI 49509, ph. (616) 249-9291. 
gvsbooks@gmail.com

BoErs’ trANsFEr & storAGE, iNC Offering professional moving 
services within the United States and Canada. EXCELLENT CLERGY 
DISCOUNTS and an approved mover for retired CRC clergy! 13325 Riley 
Street, Holland, MI; 1-800-433-9799 or 616-399-2690 email: larry@
boerstransfer.com; www.boerstransfer.com Agent for Mayflower 
Transit, LLC.

CAriNG For AGiNG PArENts? Visiting Angels offers in-home assisted 
living. Our caregivers will prepare meals, do light housekeeping, run 
errands, provide transportation to appointments, and joyful companion-
ship. Whether you need a few hours a day or live-in care, for assisted 
independent living in your home anywhere in West Michigan call Trish 
Borgdorff at 616-243-7080 or toll free at 888-264-3580. TRIP Participant.

NEED your housE ClEANED? Would like to clean your home bi-
weekly. Have many references. S. E. side, Byron Center. Judy 616-656-5060

i CAN sEll your housE For $1000 or 1.5%. Local Calvin grad 
will sell your house for $1,000 or 1.5% commission. Full, complete 
service but with savings! The system works! 100 closings in 2015 alone. 
Ranked in the top 2% of all West Michigan agents. Call or email Doug 
Takens: 616.262.4574 takens@sbcglobal.net 

DiACoNAl miNistriEs CANADA Seeking applicants for the position 
of NATIONAL DIRECTOR. The National Director will be responsible for 
ensuring that Diaconal Ministries Canada fulfills its mandate of partner-
ing with diaconates, churches and parachurch organizations across 
Canada to demonstrate God’s love in the community. For more informa-
tion please visit our website at www.diaconalministries.com/careers

PrEsiDENt Words of Hope, an international media ministry head-
quartered in Grand Rapids, Michigan, is seeking an outstanding leader 
to serve as its president. Words of Hope was founded in 1945 and over 
the years has become an international ministry seeking to be used by 
Christ in building His church in the hard places—those places in the 
world with the least access to the gospel and the fewest resources for 
media ministry. This work is accomplished by partnering with indig-
enous churches and ministries to help them equip and sustain 
Christian communicators who proclaim the gospel and teach the Word 
of God in the “heart languages” of their people. The next president of 
Words of Hope will be called upon to advance this mission by provid-
ing visionary, strategic, and effective leadership within the organiza-
tion and in conjunction with our international partners. For more 
information, visit woh.org. Consideration of applications will begin 
January 15, 2016.

WANtED 1. GM Certified Tech 2. Excellent Manager for a new parts 
store (Car Quest) opening March 2016 in Conrad, MT. Ask for Tammy 
406-278-7575

Real Estate: Sales and Rentals  

siNt mAArtEN VillA www.sintmaartenvilla.com Oceanfront 2 BR/ 
3 BA townhouse on Dutch Cupecoy Beach. Quiet, secluded, maid 
service, and 2 parking spaces. 6 weeks available: Feb. 20 - April 2 $1700 
wk 734-718-0955

PhoENix GArDEN CoNDo Architecturally unique, centrally located 
(Central & Camelback area), quiet, turn-key condo including wifi, 
2 patios, & 2 car garage. Steps from light rail, restauarnts & groceries. 
Call 231-245-6113 for photos & more info. Monthly only. $2300

DIRECTOR, ADULT STUDIES
SPECIAL EDUCATION

Term faculty position starts Summer 2016

CHAIR OF BUSINESS PROGRAMS
Tenure-track faculty position starts Summer 2016

BUSINESS - FINANCE
Tenure-track faculty position starts Fall 2016

DIRECTOR OF THE LIBRARY
Position open for immediate hire

Trinity seeks candidates for faculty positions who are 
professing Christians and committed to excellence in 

teaching, scholarship, and service. They should 
support the goals of a strong liberal arts education in 
the tradition of Reformed Christian higher education 

and be competent to demonstrate to students a 
mature articulation of faith and learning.

For additional job openings and application instructions, 
please visit www.trnty.edu/jobopenings.

866.TRIN.4.ME
www.trnty.edu

Trinity is an equal opportunity employer and 
welcomes applications from diverse candidates.

Hey Worship 
Leaders!

Visit crcna.org/network

Did you know there is a 
place to connect with other 
CRC worship planners? A 
place to share resources, 
ask questions, and find 
encouragement? Look no 
further than The Network 
(crcna.org/network). 

You’ll find a vibrant 
community with an entire 
section dedicated to all 
things Worship! 

Just in the past few weeks, 
your peers:

SHARED

•	 Training Videos for Sound 

Technicians

•	 Disability Awareness Slides 

ASKED 

•	 Does Contemporary Christian 

Music Imply Sin  

No Longer Matters?

•	 What Copyright Licenses  

Do I Need?

Get involved today! After all, 

ministry is more fun together. 
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Planning worship?
Visit FaithAliveResources.org/Worship to view these and other resources to help you lead and plan worship.

Features more than 850 hymns, 
psalms, and contemporary 
and global songs, along with 
prayers and readings. Also 
available in spiral, large print, 
and digital edition, and as an 
Android/iPad app.  

Features the largest collection 
of psalms for worship ever 
published. Also available in 
spiral and digital edition, and as 
an Android/iPad app. 

Features more than 2,500 
prayers, litanies, and spoken 
texts for every element of the 
worship service along with a 
companion CD that contains the 
entire text of the book.

A quarterly journal that  
provides practical help with 
worship planning in the 
Reformed tradition.

800-333-8300
Orders@FaithAliveResources.org

44    THE BANNER  |  January 2016  |  thebanner.org

For the past 16 years, God Loves Me storybooks have been a well-loved and 
much-used resource in church preschool ministry. Newly revised in 2015, 
these storybooks will provide families and churches with a wonderful way to 
nurture faith while establishing devotional habits of Bible reading and prayer. 

Visit FaithAliveResources.org/GodLovesMe  
to see samples and learn more. 

800-333-8300
Orders@FaithAliveResources.org

God Loves Me storybooks

More resources for preschoolers, children, and youth 
are available at FaithAliveResources.org

60020 Ad_RCA Today_GLM.indd   3 7/28/15   12:01 PM





They will live in safety and no one  
will make them afraid.

—Ezekiel 34:28

Safe  
Church  
Ministry

Equipping Congregations in 
Abuse Awareness, Prevention, 

and Response

Every Congregation Needs
Safe Church Ministry

Safe Church Ministry does most of its work 
through people like you. Come join us! Be a 

resource in your own congregation, classis, and 
community. Connect with others of like mind. 
Join a movement to change our culture and 
build communities of respectful relationships 

where abuse is unthinkable. Training and support 
are available through Safe Church Ministry.

www.crcna.org/safechurch
Join the Safe Church conversation on the 

Network at network.crcna.org/safe-church.

Safe Church Ministry
1700 28th Street SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49508-1407

35806 Safe Church Final size.indd   1 6/1/15   11:15 AM
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h u M o r

Punch Lines

I n the preschool Sunday school 

class, as an opening activity for 

the story of Abraham and Sarah 

and God’s promise to make their 

descendents numerous, the chil-

dren unrolled and counted 100 

sheets of toilet paper to get a 

sense for Abraham’s age.

We talked about Abraham’s 

age and how LONG he had to wait 

for God’s promise to come true. 

We continued with the story and 

talked again about God’s promise 

to bless Abraham and give him a 

great family. “Finally,” I said, “Isaac 

is born, and we see God’s promise 

starting to be fulfilled.”

As we wrapped up the lesson 

I asked in review, “What was God’s 

promise to Abraham?”

An eager preschooler enthusi-

astically replied, “That he would 

always have plenty of toilet paper!”

—Dawn Baker

a fter church one Sunday, one 

of the parishioners asked 

the preacher to pray for his hear-

ing. The minister laid hands on the 

man’s ears and prayed.

Then he stepped back and 

said, “Can you hear me?”

since I can’t be there,” his dad told 

him.

Following the service, his 

father asked, “So what did the 

minister preach about?”

“He preached about sin,” 

replied the boy.

“Well, what did he say about 

it?” asked his dad.

“He said he was against it.”

—Walt DeRuiter

W hat kind of car did the 

early disciples drive?

It was a Honda.

(See Acts 2:1, KJV: They were 

all [in] one Accord. . . .)

—Chuck Lindemulder

The parishioner replied, “Yes. I 

could hear  you before you 

prayed—my hearing isn’t until 

Wednesday!”

—Sylvia Hancock

M y 11-year-old son insisted 

that “shut up” is in the 

Bible, so it’s OK for him to say it too.

I assured him that it is not in 

the Bible. Then he showed me 

Joshua 6:1: “Now Jericho was 

tightly shut up because of the 

Israelites.”

—Rosanne Eising

t he fattest knight at King 

Arthur’s round table was Sir 

Cumference. He acquired his size 

from too much pi.

—Dave Smit

a second-grade teacher was 

telling the story of Lot 

leaving Sodom and Gomorrah. 

She told how an angel told Lot 

to take his wife and flee to the 

mountains. And they did. But 

Lot’s wife looked back and turned 

into a pillar of salt.

After a bit of thought, a little 

boy asked, “What did the flea turn 

into?”

—Bob Lubbers

a dog gave birth to puppies 

near the road. And was 

cited for littering.

—L. Knoops

a young lad was instructed 

to pay attention in the 

Sunday morning worship service.

“Be sure to listen so you can 

tell me what the preacher said 

What has made you smile 
lately? Got a joke or funny 
incident you’d care to share 
with your wider church family? 
Please send it to The Banner at 
1700 28th Street SE, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49508-1407; or email 
it to editorial@thebanner.org. 
Thanks!
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C A L V I N  C O L L E G E  P R E S E N T S

theJanuary Series

25 Monday

ERIC O’NEILL
Cyber Security in a 
Shrinking World
Underwritten by
Bruce & Mary Okkema and 
Van Wyk Risk Solutions

26 Tuesday

MITRI RAHEB
A Tough Calling: The Joys 
and Struggles of Pastoring 
in Palestine 
Underwritten by
I.C.N. Foundation

18 Monday

LEROY BARBER 
in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Race, Stories and Justice: A Call
for Diversity in Christian Missions

Underwritten by
Holland Litho Printing Services

19 Tuesday

WILLIAM CLOSE 
AND THE EARTH  
HARP COLLECTIVE

Underwritten by
Friends of the January Series

20 Wednesday

JERE L. KRAKOW
National Parks: America’s 
Greatest Treasure
Underwritten by
The Mellema Program in Western 
American Studies and the Calvin 
Academy for Lifelong Learning

22  Friday

KURT VERBEEK
Reframing Justice: 
Models from Honduras

Underwritten by
Barnes & Thornburg, LLP

21  Thursday

GABRIEL AND JEANETTE 
SALGUERO
How Latino Churches 
are Changing America

Underwritten by
Friends of the January Series 

7    Thursday

MARSDEN, MOUW, 
PLANTINGA & WOLTERSTORFF
Renaissance of Christian Thought
Underwritten by 
Howard Miller Company 
and Miller Johnson

8    Friday

LAURIE GARRETT
Health and the Changing World

Underwritten by
Holland Home and 
Ringnalda Insurance Agency

6    Wednesday

STEPHEN RITZ 
Harvesting Hope and 
Cultivating Minds: Stories 
from the South Bronx
Underwritten by
Howard Miller Company

11  Monday

EBOO PATEL
Interfaith Leadership
Underwritten by
John & Mary Loeks and the Christian 
Reformed Church in North America

12 Tuesday

BETHANY HALEY WILLIAMS
The Color of Grace: Healing and 
Hope for Child Survivors of War
Underwritten by
The Richard & Helen DeVos Foundation

14  Thursday

JILL DOUGHERTY
Russia: Past, Present and Future
Underwritten by
GMB Architects + Engineers and the 
Peter C. and Emajean Cook Foundation

15   Friday

RON SUSKIND
Life, Animated: A Story of 
Sidekicks, Heroes and Autism
Underwritten by
Jeff & Shirley Hoogstra

13  Wednesday

DAVID BROOKS
The Road to Character
Underwritten by
The Center for Excellence in Preaching 
and Meijer, Inc.

Sign language interpretation available with 48-hour notice.
The Covenant Fine Arts Center is barrier-free.
Find us on Facebook

Parking/shuttle service available from the Prince Conference Center. 
For further information, visit us online or call 616-526-7018

Covenant Fine Arts Center
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. EST

free admission
calvin.edu/january

48 Remote Webcast Sites Across Michigan, the U.S. and Abroad!
Downtown Grand Rapids, Holland, Muskegon, Grand Haven, Whitehall, Fremont, Midland, Big Rapids, Mc Bain, Hastings, Kalamazoo, 

East Lansing, Portland, Troy and St. Joseph, Michigan; Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, Iowa, Massachusetts, 
Minnesota, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon, Texas, Washington, Wisconsin; Canada and Lithuania.

Visit our website for specific details, including time zones, for each location.  All presentations are at 12:30-1:30 p.m. EST.

Underwritten by these community partners:

Media Partners

@JSeriesCalvin
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