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SYNODICAL PRAYER SERVICE 
held at the 

BETHEL CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

GRAND RAPIDS, :MICHIGAN 

REV. ROLF VEENSTRA, Presiding 

Tuesday, June 13, 1950 

THE REV. E. F. J. VAN HALsEMA, President at Synod 1949, p,·cachii1!.7 
the sermon and leading in pra),cr for Synod. 

:MRS. GERALD STREELMAN, scrVl~n.rJ at the organ 

Prelude - "At Twilight" 
Silent Prayer (announced) 

* * * 

Singing- "Hear OUf Prayer, 0 Lord" - No. 465 
Singing - No. 170 
Votum and Salutation 
Apostles Creed 
Singing - "Gloria Patri" - No. 467 
Reading of Psalm of Praise 

Stebbins 

Prayer 
Choir - "VVe Praise Thee Oh God" - Psalter Hymnal No. 328 

BETHEL CinmCH CHOIR 
Offertory --:- "Prayer" Harris 

Offertory Prayer 
Offering - "Back to God Radio Hour" 

Singing-No. 179 
Scripture Reading - Hosea 10:9-15 
Sermon - "A Cry for Reform" - Text: Hosea 10 :12 

Prayer for Synod 
Singing - No: 282 
Benediction 
Doxology - "Praise God from vVhom All Blessings Flow" - No. 468 

Postlude - "Grand Choeur" DH Bois 
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ACTS OF SYNOD 
of the 

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 
Grand Rapids, Michigan -

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 14, 1950 
First Session 

ARTICLE 1 
The delegates of Synod convene at 9 :30 a.m. in the auditorium of 

Calvin College and are called to order by the Rev. E. F. J. Van Halsema, 
president of the 1949 Synod. He requests Synod to sing from the 
Psalter Hymnal No. 85, stanzas 1 and 2. He read from Acts 15 and 
leads in the opening' prayer, using the prayer for the opening of Ec
clesiastical Assemblies as found in the Psalter H ymna!. 

ARTICLE 2 
The Rev. E. F. J., Van Halsema then delivers the following message 

to Synod: 

BRETHREN: 

Exactly one hundred years ago, in June, 1850, ottr immigrant fathers 
established their first ecclesiastical connections with an American church. 
In, that month, a century ago, the request of the Holland immigrants 
in Michigan to be received into ecclesiastical fellowship. was presented 
to the General Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church, in session at ' 
Poughkeepsie, New York.. The committee reporting on this matter 
recommended the reception of the Classis of Holland into the Reformed 
Church, the new Classis to be connected with the Particular Synod of 
Albany. The report refe,s to the Hollanders of the West as of orderly 
habits and exemplary Christian demeanor and concludes as follows: 
"Strangers in a strange land, -beloved for their own and for their', 
fathers' sake, they are entitled to a cordial welcome into the ecclesiastical 
fellowship which they solicit, and all suitable aid in th.eir establishment 
in the home of their choice." 

Much has happened since June, 1850. After seven years in the 
Reformed Dutch Church, the fathers decided for reasons of their own 
"to be by themselves again." As a result the Christian Reformed 
Church came into being. In a book HThe Union of 1850," recently 
published, not much good is said about the separation of 1857. This 
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book is a collection of papers by the late Wm. O. Van Eyck, selected 
and edited, 'by the Permanent Committee on History and Research of 
the General Synod of the Reformed Church in.America. On practically 
all counts the birth of the Christian Reformed Church is declared to 
have taken place contrary' to sound rules of church government. It 
may seem somewhat disconcerting to hear in 1950, almost a century 
after our birth., a critic::.tl harangue about OUf' origin. Rather than being 
embarrassed, 'we shall remind ourselves that all movements, 'church 
movements included, are guided by sinful men, that it will not be 
difficult for any critic to find petty and sinful by-products in the move
ment of 1857, but we shall at the same time insist that the fathers ·of 
1857 were more than a group of cantankarous men. They were men of 
deep-seated convictions, men of "orderly habits and exemplary Chris
tian demeanor." Theirs was a venture of faith, a venture of small be
ginnings but of potential growth. God has blessed the Christian Re
forined Church through the years. Men may criticize our bi.rth, but we 
are here, thankful and unashamed. We are called to answer the high 
calling whereunto we have been called. A century ago our fathers be
came part of the" American church" scene. Today, in June, 1950, we 
have been an independent American Church for more than nine 
decades ----: a Church 'with many shortcomings, it is true, but with high 
ideals. As delegates, you have to carryon the work of the fathers. 
Carry your ban'1er high! 

We thank God that he has prospered your journey to this City and 
to this assembly hall, where you hear the heartbeat of the Christian 
Reformed Church. We thank God for the privilege of coming to
gether- if!. countries of such wide dimensions as the United States and 
Canada, countries "beautiful for spacious skies; for amber waves of 
grain, for purple mountain majesties, above the fruited plain." 

We welcome you, regular delegates, fraternal delegates, advisors, 
friends, men fro111 five continents, men of the Kingdom, men of the 
vineyard, men of many vocations, men of one profession, the profession 
of Christ. A special word of welcome to our intrepid man from China, 
who lived for some time behind the "bamboo curtain," who just came 
from the land of the Rising Sun to America, "where the air is full 
of sunshine, and the flag is full of stars." 

With sinister shadows lengthening OVer large sections of the globe, 
making free deliberative assemblies a wistful reminder and coveted 
goal for liberty loving peoples, let us appreciate our present op-' 
portunities and make the most of the111. There is much work to he 
done. Issues must be faced and problems must be solved. In the 
days ahead you will be put to the test, physically, mentally, spiritually. 
In the course of the debates on the printed page, since the Synod of 
1949, it has been said that the question might be raised whether our 
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ARTICLES 3, 4 5 

synods are the independent bodies we like to think they are. .You 
are here to prove that you perpetuate the great .tradition of deliberative 
assemblies, which have done much to promote true progress in the 
church of God. ' , 

As you, begin your labors suggested by a heavy Agenda, alIow me to 
remind you 'again of Hosea'~ cry for reform: "Sow unto yourselves 
in righteousness, reap according to kindness, break up your fallow 
ground; for it is time to seek the Lord, till he come and rain righteous
ness.' upon you." 

May the Holy Spirit guide you in alI your deliberations!, 

ARTICLE 3 
The president pro-tem requests the Stated Clerk of Synod to serve 

as se~retary until the election of officers is completed. 

ARTICLE 4 
i ' The delegates present their credentials and Synod is composed of 
! the following delegates representin'g the' various classes:' 

\-' ' 

CLASSIS CALIFORNIA 
Mini.<~ters .......... E.· Tanis 

J. Daane 
Elders ............... H. Vander Ark 

N. Vander Ark 

CLASSIS CHICAGO NORTH 

CLASSIS iGRAND RAPIDS 
VVEST 

Ministers .......... W. P. Brink 
P. Jonker 

Elders. __ ............. B. De Jager 
J. Van't Hof 

Ministers .......... J. Betten CLASSIS HACKENSACK 
E. Kooistra MinisteTs .. ___ ..... H. Minnema 

Elders ................ G. Wierenga W. Heynen 
__________ G_. __ V_a_n_d_e __ VV_e_r_k_e_n __ ~_~E~l=d~er~s~ .. ~ .. ~ ... ~ .. ~ ... ~ .. ~ .. H. B~og~e~rt~ .. ----------___ 

------- CLASSIS CHICAGO SOUTH J. Last 

Ministers .......... M. Arnoy::;; 
J. Vander Ploeg 

Elders ............... ,J. C. Goris 
G. H. Pals 

·CLASSIS GRAND RAPIDS 
EAST 

Ministers ......... .J. Gritter 
.. P. Y. De Jong 

Elders._ .............. H. Baker 
J. De Haan 

CLASSIS GRAND RAPIDS 
,SOUTH 

kfinisters .......... H. E;venhouse 
M. Monsma 

Elders._ ..... ' .. _ .... ~S. Van Solkema 
R. Postma 

CLASSIS HOLLAND 
Ministers .......... T. Verhulst 

O. Breen 
Elders .......... __ .. ¥R. Holwerda 

H. Bratt 

CLASSIS HUDSON 
Ministers._._ ..... _N. Veltman 

A. C. De Jong 
Elders .............. ~S. Van Til 

P. Lucas 

CLASSIS KALAMAZOO 
Ministm's .. _ ... __ .. J.' Ehlers 

J. H. Olthoff 
Elders._ ....... ..... ,J. Hendriksen 

M. Triestram 
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CLASSIS MINNESOTA 
1J;J·inisters __ .... ___ .J. D. Pikaart 

G. Van Laar 
Elders. ____ ... _ . ... _E. Medema 

E. Krosschell 

CLASSIS MUSKEGON 
Ministers. ...... __ .L. Veltkamp 

R. Wezeman 
Elders_ ... __ ....... _~·F. L. Winter 

M. Rozeboom 

CLASSIS ORANGE CITY 
Ministers .... R. Bronkema 

J. Masselink 
Elders .. ,,_ .......... C. Runia 

D. Euyze 

CLASSIS OSTFRIESLAND 
Ministers ...... ... B. Vanden Brink 

H. Zwaanstra 
Elders ........... ... W. Primus 

R. Tjaden 

CLASSIS PACIFIC 
Ministers ... __ .... R. Wildschut 

J. R. Van Dyke 
E{ders ............... ,W. De Leeuw 

H. J. Ten Hove 

CLASSIS· PELLA 
lHinister,s . ........ J. Geels 

J. A. Mulder 

Elders .......... _ ... E. Slings 
B. Bandstra 

CLASSIS SIOUX CENTER 

Ministe?·s.. _B. J. Haan 
J. Zwaanstra 

Elders .... __ ..... ... C. Van Schepen 
G. Van't Hul 

CLASSIS WISCONSIN 

Ministe'1's ____ ... _.R. Petroelje 
C. M. Schoolland 

Elders ... _ ..... ..... J. Buwalda 
J. Vander Puy 

CLASSIS ZEELAND 

Ministers ..... .... J. H. Bruinooge 
J. W. Visser 

Elders.= .. . P. De Kock 
G. Feyen 

ARTICLE 5 

Synod is declared constituted and proceeds to elect the· followin~ 
officers: 

PresidenL ........... "REV. M. MONSMA, of Grand Rapids" Mich. 
Vice-PresidenL ..... ___ .. REV. J; GRITTER} of Alymer, Ont., Can. 
First Clerk ........ REv. H. EVENHousE, of Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Second Clerk ............... ,DR. R. BRONKEMA, of Orange City, Ia. 

The Rev. M. Th.1onsma expresses his appreciation, and that' of his 
fellow officers for the honor extended. He requests the prayers aml 
cooperation of the delegates as in humble faithfulness to God we 
endeavor to fulfil together the task given unto us by our Saviour and 
our King. He also expresses words of deep appreciation to the Rev. 
E. Van Halsema for his services 'rendered as president of the previous 
Synod. 

ARTICLE 6 

The President of Synod reads the public "Declaration of Agreement 
with the FonHs of Unity/' and all delegates express their .agreement 
with an ''1 do." 



l 
! 

ARTICLES 7,8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 7 

ARTICLE 7 
President Henry Schultze informs Synod of the plan to unveil the 

,cornerstone of the New Library building. Synod decides to meet 
Thursday morning after the opening devotions at the cornerstone un
veiling at \vhich dme the chairman of Synod will deliver a brid 
address. 

ARTICLE 8 
A letter of credentials is read from the "Gel-ef. Kerken in Neder

Jand." informing us that nir. A. \iVarnaar and Prof. J. H. ,Bavinck have 
been sent as fraternal delegates to oUf"Synod. ~1t.". Warnaar is not 
yet pr.esent, but the chairman addresses a word of welcome to Dr. 
Bavinck. 

ARTICLE 9 
The chairman extends a word of welcome to all delegates, to ~1l 

Seminary professors both active and retired, to the President of the 
College, the Stated Clerk, the Editors of Th~ ,Banner and De Wachter; 
(0 our director of Missions Dr. J. c. De Kome, to Rev. H. Blystra the 
secretary of Home ~1issions, and newspaper reporters of the G .. ,.R-. 
Press and G. R. Herald, and visitors. 

ARTICLE 10 
Synod decides to adopt the time schedule established by previous 

Svnods: 8 :30 a.m. to 11 :45 p.m., with a fifteen minute recess at 9 :45 
a.;l1.; and 1 :30 p.m. to 5 :45 p.m., with a recess from 3 :15 to 3 :30 o'clock. 

ARTICLE 11 
The chairman appoints the following Progrant Committee: The 

officers of Synod, the Revs. J.Vander Ploeg, P. Jonker, W. Heynen, 
N. Veltman, J. Elhers, ai1d J. Geels; and the following elders: H. 
Vander Ark, R. Holwerda, H. Medema, N. Primus, H. J. Ten Hove, 
G. Van't Hu1, J. Buwa1da, P. De Kock. 

ARTICLE 12 

To enable the Program ComJn,ittee time to prepare their report Synod 
adjourns, until 3 :30 p.m. and the vice-pres. Rev. J. Gritter closes the 
first session with . prayer. 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 14 

Second Session 

ARTICLE 13 
The Hev. H. Evenhouse asks the Synod to sing from the Psalter 

Hymnal No. 340 :1, 2. 
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ARTICLE 14 
The chairman, bef9re prayer is offered, reads a telegram informing 

us that the Rev. A. vVassink had passed away, and requests that we 
remember the sorrowing fa~'l1ily in our intercessions., 

ARTICLE 15 
Rev. H. Evenhouse leads us in prayer. 

ARTICLE 16 
The Chairman speaks a special word of we1come to the missionaries 

Rev. F. Vander Stoep and the Rev. Harry Boer who will represent 
the Indian and Nigerian fields respectively. . 

ARTICLE 17 
The Program ~01n1J1,ittee presents its report, Dr. Bronk~ma report

ihg, and advises that the following 'committee's be appointed: 

COMMITTEE No. 1- Educational Matters ................................................. . 
.................... Semi'nary Faculty Room, Main floor, Sem. Bldg. 

Chairman - Rev. Nelson Veltman 
Reporter ~ Rev. J. Vander Ploeg 

Dr. J. Daane 
Rev. H. Zwaanstra 
Mr. R. Holwerda 
Mr. S. Van Til 
Mr. H. Vander Ark 
Mr. G. Van't Hul 
Mr. G. Feyen 

Advisers: Pres. H. Schultze 
Prof. Wm. Rutgers 

COMMITTEE No. 2.- Indian and Foreign 11;lissions .... ___ . __ .... _. __ . 
.................................................................... College Faculty Room 

Chair1na,,! - Rev. M. Arnoys 
Reporter - Rev. P. Y. De Jong 

Rev. R. Wezeman 
Rev. E'. Tanis 
Rev. H. Petroelje 
Mr. Hero Bratt 
Mr. N. Vander Ark 
Mr. E. Krosschell 
Mr. B. Slings 

Ad'viser: Dr. C. Bouma 



ARTICLE 17 9 

COMMITTEE No. 3-H01ne Missions ............. _____ ........... -........... __ 
.: ...................... C1ass Room No.1, Main Floor, Seminary Bldg. 

Chairman-Rev. T. VerHulst 
Reporter-Rev. Wm. P. Brink 

Rev. J. R.Van Dyke 
Rev. J. H. Olthoff 
Mr. G. Wierenga 
Mr. R. Postma 
Mr. D. Buyze 
1\1r. H. J. Ten Hove 
Mr. W. Primus 

Adviser: Prof. G. Stob 

COM MITTEE N q. 4 - Publica.tion Matters ................................... . 
........................ C1ass Room No.2, Main Floor, 'Seminary Bldg. 

Chairman - Rev. P. Jonker 
Reporter ~ Rev. L. Veltkamp 

Rev. J. H. Bruinooge 
R~v. J. Masselink 
Mr. J. Buwalda 
Mr. G. Vande Werken 
Mr. S. Van Solkema 
Mr. P. Lucas 
Mr. H. Baker 

Adviser: Dr. M. Wyngaarden 

CO:M]'IITTEE No. 5'- Church Order. _____ .......... __ .. ___ .......... ____ ....... . 
..................... C1as5 Room No.3, Second Floor, Seminary Bldg. 

Chairman - Rev. B. J. Haan 
Reporter- Rev. Wm. Heynen 

Rev. E. Kooistra 
Rev. J. D. Pikaart 
Rev. A. De Jong 
Mr. J. Vander Puy 
Mr. R. Tjaden 
Mr. W. De Leeuw 
Mr. J. Hendriksen 

Adviser: Dr. S. Volbeda 



10 ACTS OF SYNOD, 195Q 

COMMITTI!E No.6 - Protests and Appeals ............................... . 
.................... Class Room No.4, Second Floor, Seminary Bldg. 

Cha,innan,- Rev. O. Breen 
Reporter - Rev. J. Ehlers 

Rev. J. Mulder 
Rev. H. Minnema 
Rev. G. Van Laar 
Mr. C. Van Schepen 
Mr. B. Bandstra 
Mr. H. Medema 
Mr. C. Runia 

Adviser: Prof. L. Berkhof 

C01lMITTEE No.7 - Varia ...................... ······· .. ············· .... ········ ... . 
..... ~ ... ------.-___ Class Room No.5, Second I'loor, Seminary Bklg. 

Chairman - Rev. C. Schoolland 
Reporter - Rev. J. Geels 

Rev. J. Betten 
Rev. B. Vanden Brink 
Rev. J. Zwaanstra 
Mr. M.Rozeboom 
Mr. G. H. Pals 
Mr. H. Bogert 
Mr. M. Triestram 

Adviser: Dr. vVm. Hendriksen 

COMMITTEE No. 8 - Budget Matters ........................................ . 
___ ..... ______ ... __ .Class Room No.6, Second Floor, Seminary. Bldg. 

Chairman - Mr. J. Van't Hof 
Reporter - Mr. 1'. L. Winter 

Mr. J. C. Goris 
Mr. John De Haan 
Mr. B. De Jager 
Mr. J. Last 
Mr. P. DeKock 
Rev. J. W. Visser 
Rev. R \Vildschut 

ARTICLE 18 
Synod adopts the report of the Program Committee. 

ARTICLE 19 
The chairman appoints the following committees: Obituary Com

mittee: Rev. P. Jonker and Rev. J. Betten (d. Art. 88). Reception 
Committee:. Rev. C. Schoolland and Rev. M. Arnoys (ef. Arts. 116, 
117). 
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ARTICLES 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29 

ARTICLE 20 

11 

The Stated Clerk reads the report of the Synodical Committee which 
is approved by Synod. (Cf. Supplement 48.) 

ARTICLE 21 
The Stated Clerk presents his report to Synod. It is approved. (Cf. 

Supplement 48.) 
ARTICLE 22 

The Stated Clerk asks the chair to recognize the representative oi 
the Free Magyar Reformed Church, the Rev. John Paul Nagy, who 
has been asked by the Arch Dean Dr. Vincze to convey the greetings 
of their church to OUf Synod. The chairman welcomes the brother and 
assures him that we,· shall be happy at a later session to receive the 
greetings from his Church. 

ARTICLE 23 
Dr. C. Bouma {s invited to present his report to Synod as our'dele

gate to the General SYl1odof the "Geref. Kerken" in the Netherlands. 
The chairman expresses the appreciation of Synod to Dr. Bouma for 
his services and his report. ,The report is received as information. 
(Supplement 50.) 

ARTICLE 24 
The Stated Clerk reads the report of the "Transportation Secretary." 

This report is received as information. (Cf. Art. 160, IV, 17.) (Cf. 
Supplement 48.) Synod decides to extend a hearty word of thanks 
for his valu~ble services. The Stated Clerk will convey this to him. 

ARTICLE 25 
Motion prevails to adjourn. Elder N. Vander Ark leads in closing 

prayer. 

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 15, 1950 

Third Session 

ARTICLE 26 
Dr. R. Bronkema leads in devotions, requesting Synod to sing 

Psalter Hymnal No. 420, and leads in prayer. 

ARTICLE 27 
The roll is called and all delegates are present. 

ARTICLE 28 
The clerk reads the minutes of the last two sessions. Synod approves. 

ARTICLE 29 
Synod is informed that the candidates for the ministry will be 

examined tomorrow morning. The chairman advises Synod to allow 
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each candidate twenty minutes for preaching, and each examiner 15 
minutes '£or exal~ination in the various 'fields of inquiry. ,Adopted. 

ARTICLE 30 
:LvIotion is made to convene on Saturday morning. Adopted. 

ARTICLE 31 
Synod is informed that there will be no further meeting of the full 

body' today to enable the various committees to prepare their reports 
for Synod. • 

ARTICLE 32 
The chairman calls 011 the delegates to go to the Library to join in 

the ceremonies' of the unveiling of the cornerstone of our expanded 
Library, at which time the president of Synod· and Dr. H. Zylstra, 
.chairman of the college faculty library committee, deliver brief ad
dtesses. 

ARTICLE 33 
Synod is declared in recess untjI tomar'row morning, 8 :30 a.m. 

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 16 

Fourth Session 

ARTICLE 34 
The Rev. M. Arnoys requests Synod to sing No. 273 :1, 2, 3, of 

the Psalter Hymnal and leads Synod in prayer. 

ARTICLE 35 
The clerk calls the roll, and all delegates respond. The clerk reads 

the minutes of the third session and these are ,approved. 

ARTICLE 36 
Synod proceeds to the examination of the five young men who 

present themselves for candidacy for the ministry in our church. 
The young men deliver their sermons according to the following 
schedule: Lugene Bazuin - Philippians 3 :20, 21 ; Clarence Flietstra-
2 Timothy 1 :12; John Hoeksema - Hebrews 11 :5, 6; Roger Pos
thuma - Hebrews 12 :28; Simon De Vries - Matthew 13 :45. 

ARTICLE.37 
The sermon critics, the Rev. J. D. Pikaart and the Rev. L. Veltkamp, 

report on the sermons of the candidates advisinK that, having examined 
all the sermons, excepting one, Synod is warranted in, proc~eding with 
the examination. Synod decides to accept the report, and to proceed 
\lvith the examination, with U1~derstanding that the sermon critics 'will 
yet examine the one sermon lacking. (Cf. Art. 46.) 
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ARTICLES 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44 

ARTICLE 38 
The Credentials C01nmittee, Rev. R. Wildschut and Rev. J. Geels 

report that all credentials are in good order except that they do not 
yet have the health report of Mr. Roger Posthuma. Synod decides 
to proceed trusting that this one health repo!'t will be forthcoming. 
(Cf. Art. 46.) 

ARTICLE 39 
The chair reads the credentials of Mr. A. Warnaar who is the 

fraternal delegate from the "Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland." 
He is welcomed by the President. 

ARTICLE 40 
The examination of the candidates proceeds according to the follow-

ing schedule: . , . ' . 
Introduction - Classis Chicago South - Rev. M. Arnoys 
Theology-Classis Grand Rapids East-Rev. J. Gritter 
Anthropology- Classis Grand Rapids Smith - Rev. H. Evenhouse 

(Continued in Art. 43.) 
ARTICLE 41 

Synod recesses, and Elder G. Wierenga closes this session with 
prayer. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 16 

Fifth Session 

ARTICLE 42 
The Rev. P. Jonker requests Synod to sing Psalter Hymnal No. 400, 

stanzas 1, 4, a1?-d leads in prayer .. 

ARTICLE 43 
The ,ex~mination of the candidates continues according to the 

schedule. (Cf. Art. 40.) 
(hristology- Classis Grand Rapids West- Rev. Wm. P. Brink 
Soteriology - Classis Hackensack - Rev. H. Minnema 
Ecclesiology - Classis Holland - Rev. T. Verhulst 
Eschatology - Classis Hudson - Rev. N. Veltman 
Practica - Classis Kalamazoo - Rev. J. Ehlers 

Opportunity is given to the, delegates to ask questions and a few, 
avail themselves of the opportunity, 

ARTICLE 44 
The chairman welcomes the Rev. Geo. W. Marston as the fraternal 

delegate fronj the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and informs hIm that 
we shall be happy to hear from 11im later in the day. (Cf. Art. 50,) 
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ARTICLE 45 
Synod meets in executive session. -Dr. Wm. Rutgers, assures Synod 

that all the candidates are approved for candidacy as far as the Seminary 
faculty is concerned. 

ARTICLE 46 
Synod is informed by the Rev. J. D. Pikaart that the one sermon 

that was lacking was supplied and examined and found acceptable; and 
the Rev. R.· Wildschut reports that the health report of l)I(r. Roger 
Posthuma is on hand and is acceptable. Received as information. (Cf. 
Arts. 37, 38.) 

ARTICLE 47 
Synod proceeds to vote by ballot after being led in prayer by Dr. 

R. Bronkema. All five candidates are unanimonsly admitted to candidacy 
for the ministry in the Christian Reformed Church.· 

ARTICLE 48 
Motion is made to announce these candidates as eligible to call on 

and after July 7, 1950: The second clerk is to attend to the proper 
announcements in our church papers. 

ARTICLE 49 
The chairman of Synod addresses the candidates, congratulating 

them in the name of Synod, calling upon them to surrender themselves 
wholeheartedly to the call of Christ and to be good soldiers of Jesus 
Christ. He expresses the confidence that the Lord will soon open to 
them a place of labor, and that they shall be able to find great joy in 
the work of the Lord. Synod sings last stanza of No. 295. Opportunity 
is given to all the delegates to congratulate the candidates. 

ARTICLE 50 
The Rev. C. .M. Schoolland introduces the Rev. G. W. Marston, 

delegate of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, who briefly addresses 
Synod and brings the greetings of his church. The Rev. J. Vander 
Ploeg responds for Synod. 

ARTICLE 51 
The chairman offers three suggestions for the consideration of 

Synod: 
1. Fraternal delegates sent as official representatives of other church

es shall be given opportunity to convey their greetings to Synod. 
Adopted. 

2. Those coming to Synod to plead for some particular cause shall 
be referred to the committees dealing with matter; of their interest. 
Adopted. 
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3. Missionaries present at Synod from our several rnlSSlOn fields 
shall be introduced to Synod, but it shall be understood that only one 
missionary shall speak to Synod as representing any particular field. 
Adopted. 

ARTICLE 52 
The Stated Clerk reads the report of the Synodical treasurer, Mr. 

Tony N oordewier. This report is referred to the Budget committee. 
(Supplement 49.) 

ARTICLE 53 
The Stated Clerk reads a communication from the Rev. E. H. Smith 

requesting that the names of the Rev. and Mrs. E. Smith and that of 
Rev. Harry Boer be added to the overture No.6 in the Agenda. Re
ceived as information. 

ARTICLE 54 
The Stated Cieri, informs Synod that the committee appointed to 

study the problem presented by Mr. P. L. Van Dyken is not ready to 
report to this Synod, but that they will endeavor to have their report 
for the Synod of 1951. Synod continues the committee. 

ARTICLE 55 
A cablegram is received from Rev. S. P. Van Der Walt of the 

Ged. Kerk in Potchefstrom, Union of South Africa, conveying to 
our Synod Christian greetings. The Stated Clerk is requested to senel 
an appropriate reply. 

ARTICLE 56 
A wire is received by Synod requesting us to send a delegate to the 

2nd plenary congress of the International Council of Christian Churches 
iI1 Geneva, Switzerland. Referring to standing committee on Ecumen
icity with instructions to report at a later session ,of this Synod. (Cf. 
Art. 120.) 

ARTICLE 57 
The General Synod of the A. R. Presbyterian Church regrets to 

inform Synod of their inability to send a fraternal delegate at this 
time. Received as information. 

ARTICLE 58 
Report No. 11 of the Agenda is now considered. Dr. J. C. DeKorne 

reads: 
The Advice of the Board to Synod as to the 

Overt"" of Classis Grand Rapids South 
The Christian Reformed Board of Missions, in view of the 

aforesaid reasons, recommends to Synod not to enlarge the 
Board by way of. more members-at-large of both the clergy 
and the laity - as suggested in the overture of Classis. Grand 
Rapids South. 
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The advice of the Board of Missions is adopted as a reply to the 
overture of Grand Rapids South. (Cf. Supplement 11.) 

ARTICLE 59 
Report No. 28 "Coml1zittee on Cate'chetical Training" is now .. con

sidered. Mr. S. Van Til reads the recommendations of the study com
mittee. Synod decides to continue the committee, and decides to en
large the standing study committee arid refers the matter to the com
mittee on appointments. (Cf. Art. 160 and Supplement 28.) 

ARTICLE 60 
The report of the Historical COl1t1nittee is received as informationt 

and the action is approved. (Supplement 35.) 

ARTICLE 61 
Rev. J. Geels reports for the Advisory Committee Varia on the 

following matters: 

1. HUGUENOT RELIEF PROJECT. 

A. Material: Agenda Report No. 31 (Supplement 31.) 
The Holland-Zeeland Deacon's Conference reports on valuable aid 

rendered to the "Deutsche Evangelise-Reformirte Gemeinde" in dis
tressed Germal'Y since. December, 1948, to the extent of $21,910.56 
worth of food and new clothing, together with large amounts of used 
clothing. 

B. Recommendations: 
1. That the Holland-Zeeland Deacon's Conference be thanked for 

carrying out this Relief proj ect in the name of Synod. 
Adopted. 

2. That their request to be. continued in this work for another year 
be granted. Reasons: 

a. Because of the great need in general. 
b. Because not until the present have they been able to send food 

parcels into the Soviet Zone with guaranteed delivery, and here 
the need is greatest. Adopted. 

II. MINISTERS' PENSION AND RELIEF ADMINISTRATION. 

'A. Material: 
1. Report No. 16 and 16-A. 
2. A <ietailed report of disbursements hom the Relief Fund which 

according to the Rules for the administration of this fund must be 
submitted to Synod's advisory committee. 

B. Recommendations.-
1. Synod approve the appropriations from the Relief Fund. Adopted. 
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2. Synod refer to its Committee on appointments the fact that the 
term of office of the following members of this comn-iittee expires at 
this time: Mr. N. Hendrikse, Mr. F. L.Winter, and alternate, Mr. 
G. Doornbos. Adopted. 

3. Synod approve the emeritation of the following ministers: The 
Rev. J. J. Weersing, by Classis California; the Rev. C. Maring, by 
Classis Minnesota; the Rev. D. Flietstra, by Classis Pacific; the Rev. 
b. H. Plesscher, by Classis Ostfriesland. Adopted. 

III. GERMAN AKD ·HUNGARIAN SPIRITUAL RELIEF. 

A. Material: Agenda Reports No.7 and 7-A. (Supplements 7, 7-A.) 

B. ReconL1nendatians: 
1. Synod concur in the Con1mittee's action of sending twelve copies 

'of Dr. J .. Krbmminga's recent book, "The Christian Reformed Church" 
to representatives of the Reformed faith in Germany, Hungary, Japan, 
Korea, Australia and Ceylon. Adopted. 

2. Synod continue the Committee for another year. Grounds: 
a. Although the. Committee proposed that this Synod "suspend 

operations until new emergencies arise, or new doors of op
portunity are opened to us," the reports 7 and 7-A indicate the 
following business still pending: 
1) Support of theological student Baarlink, at Kampen. 
2) Intention "to continue support of other worthy ministerial 

aspirants from Germany, whenever such are brought to', our 
attention." ' 

3) "There is a pbssibility that we can serve the Refo~med cause 
in Hungary by supplying theological .books. This is being 
investigated. " 

b. This will give the Committee time to wind up its activities in 
case no new doors of opportunity open up and can then request 
the next Synod to dissolve the committee. Adopted. 

3. Synod inform our constituency 'that no more offerings are m:ces-
sary for German and Hungarian Spiritual Relief. Ground: 

The balance on hand is amply sufficient to take care of all com
mitments and predictable expenditures. 
Adopted. (Report Continued in Art. 68.) 

ARTICLE 62 
Motion is made that the Com,mittee on German and Hungarian 

Spiritual Relief shall report in our church papers that no more offerings 
are necessary for German and Hungarian and Spiritual Relief, but 
also that this does not mean that there is no need any more for material 
relief in other forms. Adopted. . 
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ARTICLE 63 
Elder H. Baker closes this session with prayer. 

SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 17, 1950 
Sixth Session 

ARTICLE 64 
,Elder Richard Postma requests Synod to sing No, 431 of our Psalter 

Hymnal and leads us i-n prayer. 

ARTICLE 65 
The roll is called, and Elders G_ Wierenga, J. C. Goris, ]\II. Tries

traf!1, F. L. Winter, M. Rozeboom and P. "De Koele are absent. 

ARTICLE 66 
The Rev. T. Yff, alternate for the Rev. T. Verhulst, signifies his 

agreement with the declaration of the Form of Unity. 

ARTICLE 67 
Minutes of fourth and fifth sessions are read and approved. 

ARTICLE 68 
Synod continues report of the advisory committee on Varia., d. Art. 

61, the Rev, J. Geels reporting, L 'In deference to the "Committee on 
DenOJninational Buildi.ng" the reporter presents to Synod for prior 
consideration their recommendation No. 1. (Sec Supplementary re
port 9-a): 

"To purchase the Fitzgerald property, located on the N. E. corner 
of Plymouth and San Lue Rae Drive, providing the necessary zoning 
changes can be obtained." (Supplement 9-/\.) 

Synod rejected this proposal. 

2. Recommendation No.2 of the "Varia C011'tJnittee" was then 
moved, since it was virtually the same as that' suggested in the report 
of the study committee Report 9, recommendation No.2. 

aSynod authorize the p1,.1rchase of the property on the corner of 
Fuller and Franklin St., and the erection of a two-story Denominational 
Building as proposed by the committee on Denominational Building in 
report 9-A, B. (Supplement 9.) 

Synod also rejected this proposal, 

3. Motion is made to refer the matter back to the study committee 
on Denominational Building and to ask this study committee 'to re
port to this Synod, if possible. (d. Art. 157, No, 35) (d. Art. 160, 
VI). Adopted, 

4. The advisory committee Varia presents the following recom
mendation based on the request in Report 9-A· (Supplement 9-A) , 

• 
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"Synod grant the request of Mr. Seven to be excused from this com
mittee because he expects to be away from the city a considerable part 
of the time, imd refer the matter of appointment of another member 
(or members) to the committee on appointments."' (d. Art. 160, VI). 
Adopted. 

5. Hungarian RcUef Project. 
A. Material: Report No. 32 (Supplement 32). 
The Holland-Zeeland Deacon Conference is carrying Qut this Syn

odically mandated project of Relief for our brethren in the Reformed 
church of Hungary under great difficulties due to the opposition of a 
communistically controllcd government. On a limited scale, invalu
able aid in the form of fQod, clothing and medicine has been 'rendered 
to these distressed brethren of the faith. 

B. Rec01nnzendation:' 
Synod decide to continue this work and request the committee to 

report again to the next Synod. Adopted. 

6. Sale of Annuity Bonds. 
A. Material: Overture.N o. 29. 
i'Classis Grand Rapids East in session at Lansing, Mich.; May la, 

1950, \Vas overtured to overture Synod to disappr6v~ of the sale of 
Annuity Bonds promoted by the Christian Reformed Board of Mis· 
sions. Discussion on the overture revealed that our Board of Calvin 
College and Seminary has been confronted with the subject of Annuity 
Bonds and that Synod has never expressed itself on that subject. And 
that there is a difference of opinion about the propriety of Church reo 
lated bodies' sale of such bonds. 

"Hence, Classis decided to overture Synod to study the principle of 
the sale of Annuity Bonds." 

B. Reco1'lt11u:ndation.: 
Synod appoint a committee to study the principle of Annuity Bonds, 

for the reasons mentioned in said overture, and report to the Synod 
of 1951. Adopted. (d. Art. 160, V1.) 

7. Worldly A111:usel1tents. 
A. Material: Report No. 10 (Supplement 10). 
The Committee on Amusements (see Art. 130 of Acts, 1949) re

ports that it has found it impossible to report at this Synod and trusts 
they will be able to report to the Synod of 1951. 

B. Recommendation: 
Synod continue the Committee and instruct it to report to the' Synod 

of 1951. (Cf. Art. 160, YI.) Adopted. (Report continued in Art. 145.) 

ARTICLE 69 
The Advisory Committee on Church Order, Rev. W'm. Heynen re·· 

potting, presents the following: 
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I. VOTING FOR MINISTERS ON THE LORD'S DAY. 

A. Materials: Overture No.4. C1assis Pacific overtures Synod 
to rescind Art. 55 of the Acts of Synod, 1881 and allow our churches 
to vote for ministers on the Lord's Day. 

B. RecoJ1tmendation: 
Motion was made that the overture ,of C1assis Pacific be adopted on 

the ground that such matters can safely be left to the judgment of the 
individual con~istory. Adopted. 

II. CALLING OF RETURNED MISSIONARY. 

A. 'Materials: Overtu,e No.7. Classis Sioux Center asks Synod 
to d,eclare that the Rev. A. H. Selles should be recommended to the 
churches for a call. 

B. Synod rejects the advice of the Advisory Committee to adopt 
the overture and requests the Advisory Comll1ittee on Church Order 
to come to this Synod with advice on the matte, of the relation of 
Rev. Selles to the Board of Foreign Missions. (See Art. 158 for final 
de,cision.) Adopted. (Report continued in Art. 75.) 

ARTICLE 70 
Synod decides to reconvene on Monday morning at 10 o'clock. Elder 

H. Bogert closes this sessio.n with prayer. 

MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 19, 1950 

Seventh Session 

ARTICLE 71 
The Rev., A. C. De Jong requests Synod to smg No. 281 of the 

Psalter Hymnal and leads. in the opening prayer. 

ARTICLE 72 
Four delegates were absent at the time of roll call but arrived during 

this_ session. . 

ARTICLE 73 
Minutes of the sixth session are read and approved. 

ARTICLE 74 
The chairman announces the following to serve as members of the 

,Committee on Appointments: Rev. J. Gritter, Pre~.; . Rev. J. Gee1s, 
Sec.; Rev. O. Breen; Rev. J. A. Mulder; Rev.,G. Van Laar; Rev. N. 
Veltman; the elders R. Postma; ,Po Lucas; H: J. Ten Hove; N. Vander 

,Ark; J. Van't Hof. (Report in Art. 160.) , 
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ARTICLE 75 
The· Advisory Committee Clntrch Order, (Cf. Art. 69), Rev. Wm. 

Heynen reporting, presents the following: 
REFORMED ECUMENICAL SYNOD O;F AMSTERDA11 1949. 
A. Materials: Report No. 41 of the Christian Reformed Delegates 

to the Reformed Ecumenical Synod of Amsterdam 1949. (Supplement 
41.) 

B. Advice: 
1. That Synod express appreciation'to the delegates who represented 

our denomination at the Reformed Ecumenical Synod of Amsterdarf). 
Adopted. , 

2. That action on the decisions of said Synod be withheld until our 
1951 Synod. Gro"l'ds: 

. a. The minutes of the Reformed Ecumenical Synoc\of 1949 have 
not yet been made available to our consist?ries and ministers. 

b. The next Reformed Ecumenical Synod will not meet until 1953 
so there is no reason for haste. 

c. This is in harmony with the suggestion of our delegates. Adopted. 
3. There are certain particular matters which need the immediate 

attention of Synod and your committee advises that ou,r Delegate to' 
the Reformed Ecumenical Synod present these to Synod directly. 
(Cf. Art. 76.) Adopted. 

ARTICLE 76 
Our delegate to the Reformed Ecumenical Synod, Dr. C. Bouma, 

presents to synod the matters on which the synod of 1951 must pass. 
They are the following: 

1. Change in Doctrinal Basis. (Art. 30) 
II. Decision on The Church and Its Doctrine. (Art. 39 and 52) 
III. Decision on Christian Nature. (Art. 51) 
IV. Decision on Church and State. (Art. 66) 
V. Decision on Ecumenicity, i.e., WCC, ICCC, NAE. (Art. 84) 
VI. Decision on Eschatology. (Art. 87) 
VII. Decision on Creation and Evolution. (Art. 89) 

ARTICLE 77 
Matters that pertained to the Ecumenical Synod requiring immediate 

attention were p~esented by Dr. C. Bouma as follows: 

1. REGULATIONS FOR REFORMED ECUIVIENICAL SYNODS. 

"At the Reformed Ecumenical Synod of Amsterdam, called together 
on the basis which is kn00n.to all present, (Cf. Art. 5 and the amend
ment in -Art. 30) it was evident mOfe than once that, fOf future Re~ 
formed Ecumenical Synods, further rules must- be made, namely .re~ 
specting name and ch~racter, competency and constitiency and manner 
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of working of these Ecumenical Assemblies. Synod decides to ap
point a committee which is to report and present proposals at the next 
Reformed Ecumenical Synod." (Art. 92, Acts Ref. Ecum. Synod of 
Amsterdam. ) 

It is proposed that this be accepted as information. Adopted. 

II. ARRANGEMENTS FOR ARCHIVES. 

"Synod decides: 

1. to request the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands to accept 
the archives of Reformed Ecumenical Synods for safe keeping; 

2. to request the coming General Synod of the Reformed Churches 
at The Hague to appoint the Reformed Church of Amsterdam keeper 
of archives for the documents of the Reformed Ecumenical Synods; 

3. to have photostatic copies made of the most important documents 
and deliver a 'copy to the archive-keeping church to be appointed re
spectively by the American, the South African, and the Indonesian 
brethren present at the Reformed Ecumenical Synod for the above
named regions." (Art. 93, sub. 1,2,3, Acts Ref. Eeum. Synod.) 

It is proposed that this be accepted as information. Adopted. 

III. As TO FINANCING OF AGENDA, ACTS, AND REPORTS. 

"Synod decides to distribute among the churches represented at 
Synod, according to their. respective ability, the cost of correspondence, 
printing of agenda, reports and acts and preparing of reports during 
the sessions of Synods." (Art. 93, sub 4, Acts Ref. Ec. Synod.) 
Approved. 

IV. ApPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE ON STATISTICS. 

"Synod decides to appoint a committee and instruct it: 
a. to systematize and expand as much as possible the data on Re

formed churches throughout the world, and the names and addresses 
of individuals collected for this Reformed Ecumenical Synod; 

b. to publish periodically a bulletin on the state of Reformed church 
life throughout the world; 

c. to seek ways and means to discover and aid in every way those 
who, often at lonely outposts, hold to the 'Nord of God according to 
the Reformed Confession; to serve with advice eventual Reformed 
minorities in church bodies, and thereby to strengthen Reformed church 
life throughout the world." (Art. 93, sub 5. Acts Ref. Ecum. Synod.) 
Approved. 

V. ARRANGEMENTS FOR NEXT ECUMENICAL SYNOD. 

1. The next Reformed Ecumenical Synod will be held D.V. Iri 
August, 1953, in Edinburgh. The "Free Chnrch of Scotland" hopes 
to be the sponsoring church. 
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II. The following churches are invited to that Synod: 

North America.-
1. The Christian Reformed Church. 
2. The Orthodox Presbyterian Church. 
3. The Free Magyar Reformed Church in North America. 
4. The Associate Presbyterian Church. 
5. The Reformed Presbyterian Church. 
6. The Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of N. A. 
7. The Protestant Reformed Church. 
8. The Bible Presbyterian Church. 

South Atrie,": 
9. Die Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk van Suid-Afrika (Kaapland). 

10. Die Nedel'duitse Gereformeerde Kel'k van Natal. 
11. Die Nedel'duitse Gereformeerde Kerk van die Oranje Vrijstaat. 
12. Die N ederduitse HervoI1nde of Gereformeerde Kerk van' Suid-

Afrika (Transvaal). 
13. Die N ederduitse Hervormde Kerk van Afrika. 
14. Die Gereformeel'de Kerk vim Suid-Afrika. 
15. The Church of England in South Africa. 

Europe: 
Netherlands: 

16. De Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland. 
17. De Gerefol"meerde Kerken in Nederland (Postal address: Onderh. 

Art. 31). 
18. De Gereformeerde Gemeenten. 
19. De Oud-Gel'eformeerde Gemeenten. 

Scotland: 
20. The Free Church of Scotland. 

,'21. The United Original Secession Church of Scotland. 
22. The Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland. 
23. The Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland. 

Ireland: 
24. The Irish Evangelical Church. 

France: 
25. Union nationale des Eglises Reformees evangeliques indepen

dantes de France. 

Hu.ngary: 
26. The Hungarian Reformed Church. 

Asia: 
Indonesia: 

27. The Reformed Churches in Indonesia. 
28. The Malay-Chinese Churches. 
29. The Javanese Churches. 
30. The Sumbanese Churches. 
31. The Toradja Church on Celebes. 

Japan: 
32. The Reformed Church of Japan. 

Australia: 
33. The Free Presbyterian Church of Australia. 

Invitation of guests" is left to the sponsoring church in consultation 
with the advisory committee. (Art. 97, Acts Ref. Ecum. Synod.) 

Approved. 
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VI. COMMITTEE ON MARITAL PROBLEMS. 

"After sample discussion the following decision is taken: The 
Ecumenical Synod decides to appoint a new and more. extended com~ . 
mittee and instruct it to consider especialIy the folIowing points: 

1. The number of biblical grounds for divorce; 
2. The question of th~ ecclesiastical status of persons divorced on 

unbiblical grounds and subsequently remarried, as long as their original 
marriage partner is still living; , 

3. The question of polygamous marriage, whether contracted before 
or after conversion." (Art. 90, Acts R.ef. Ecum. Synod.) Appro",ed. 

VII. COMMITTEE ON INSPIRATIOI:·t 

"Synod continues the Committee on Inspiration (Acts First Ref. 
Ec. Synod, Grand Rapids, p. 173, point 7). Synod decides to write a 
lelter to the members of this committee in which they are requested to 
limit themselves definitely to the problems in respect to Inspiration 
which have recently come to the foreground." (Art. 101, Acts Ref. 
Ecum. Synod.) Approved. . 

VIII. DECISION INTERNATIONAL REFORMED MISSION COUNCIL. (Cf. 
Supplement 48.) 
. "I. The Reformed 

form an International 
invites the constituent 
Council. 

Ecumenical Synod of Amsterdam decides to 
Reformed Mission Council. Synod therefore 
churches each to appoint one delegate to this 

"2. The International Reformed Mission Council has as its task: 
a. The study and dissemination of Reformed Mission Principles; 
b. To keep informed on what is done on the various Reformed mis

sion fields and to assist the churches with advice wherever needed; 
c; . To seek ways in which the various Reformed churches can come 

to' closer cooperation in the,' field of missions and to giving l1Wtual 
assistance. 

"3. -The International Reformed ~.fission Council is therefore 
charged: 

a. To hold a meeting or conference at stated times, but at least 
once in five years, for the discussion of problems of missionary 
principle or missionary practice that may have arisen; 

b. To appoint a permanent secretary ,.vhom the churches can address, 
as the need arises; 

c. And further to do all that belongs to its above-mentioned task. 
"4. The Reformed Ecumenical Synod of Amsterdam advises the 

constituent churches to bear the expense of this Mission Council to
gether, with the understanding that the various churches shall contribute 
t4ereto proportionately according to the measure of their ability, and 
in accordance with a schequle to be determined. 
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"5. The delegate to the Intenlational Reformed Mission Council 
appointed by, the Christian Reformed Church (in America) is designated 
as convener of the first meeting." (Art. 85,' Ref. Ecum. Synod.) 
Approved. 

ARTICLE 78 
Items Band C of Report 48 ((Representatives on Int'ernat-ional Re· 

formed ,1\1issiondr)! Cau'neil" are referred to ottr Committee on Ap
pointments. (d. Art. 160, VI) (Supplement 46) (d. Art. 77; VIII). 

ARTICLE 79 
The advisory Church Order (d. Art. 69) committee, Rev. Wm. 

Heynen -reporting, presents the following: 

PARTICULAR SYNODS 

A Materials: Overture No. 34 from Classis Kalamazoo asking 
the Synod of 1950 to take the necessary steps prepar~tory to the reali· 
zation of the institution of particular Synods. ' 

. B. Recommendation: 
Sy~od decides to appoint a study committe~ to determine the desira

bility and feasibility of particular synods. (d. Art. 160, VI). 
Adopted. ' 

ARTICLE 80 
Advisory committee on Educational Matters, Rev. J. Vander Ploeg 

repordng, presents the following: 

1. MATTERS PERTAINING TO CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY. 

(Agenda Reports No. 19 and No. 19-A) (Supplements 19, 19-A). 
A The Large Number of Seminary and Pre-Seminary St,tdents. 
In accordance with the request of the Board of Trustees we call 

,the attention of Synod t,o the large numbers of Seminary and Pre
Seminary students. In doing this we wish to inform Synod that the 
coming enrollment of regular students in the Seminary stands at 
about 100, and that there were 171 Pre-Seminary students in the Col
,lege during the last year. In view of this we recommend: 

1. That Synod accede to the request· of the Board of Trustees "to 
repeat and underscore its (Synod's) decision of last year, i.e. request 
consistories, mission boards, etc., to be alert to possibilities of new 
fields ,and spheres of activity where this great potential of power may 
profitably be put to work in a "YorId; sorely in need of their conse
crated efforts." Adopted. 

2. That Synod urge our congregations and l~ission -boards to do 
everything possible to open up new fields of missionary activity for 
which the services of these young men are available. Adopted. 

a. For summer-time field work and -
b. For full-time work after their graduation. 
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3. That Synod urge our larger churches to give very serious con
sideration to the possibility and also the wisdom of organizing daugh
ter congregations so as to open up new fields of labor, and thereby 

~ also to promote the spiritual interests of the churches invol"ved. 
Adopted. 

4. That Synod request our Seminary facuIty to do what it can to 
keep these matters alive in the consciousness of our consistories and 
congregations. Adopted. 

5. That Synod request the editors of our church papers to write 
about these matters at suitable intervals so that they may be properly 
impressed upon the minds and hearts of our constituency. Adopted. 

B. Appohltments a.nd Re-appo·jntments. 
\Ve recommend that Synod approve of the fonowing: 
1. The re-appointment of: 
a. l\1iss Nel1a Beukema, assistant in Organic Science, for one' year. 
b. Dr. E. \\lolthuis, Chemistry, for a four-year term. 
c. Dr. C. Boersma, :Modern Languages, for a four-year term. 
d. Rev. Henry Van Til, Bible, for two years. 
e. Robert Settcrgren, Assistant in MechanicaJ Drawing, for one 

year. 
f. Prof. George Stab, Church History in Calvin Seminary, for 

six years. Approved. 

2. The c011ditional appointments of Mr. Arthur Otten and Mr. Cal~ 
vin Andre (both taking advanced study at prescnt) for French and 
Physics, respectively, to take effect when they shall have completed 
their studies. _.Adopted. 

3. The appointment of: 
a. Dr. Cecil De Boer as Philosophy teacher for 2 years. Adopted. 
b. 11r. E. Runner as Philosophy teacher. This appointment is pro

visional upon a favorable outcome of an interview before the 
Board next F'ebruary. I-Ie is in the Netherlands at present com
pleting work for his Ph.D. degree. Adopted. 

(Rcport continued in Art. 85). 

ARTICLE 81 
Elder R .. Holwerda closes this session with prayer. 

lIfONDA Y AFTERNOON, JUNE 19, 1950 

Eighth Session 

ARTICLE 82 
The Hey. J. Olthoff asks Synod to sing Psalter Hymnal No. 90 and 

leads in pra):er. 
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ARTICLE 83 
Elder J. (angeland takes the place of Elder J. Van't Hof and ex

presses his agreement \vith the "Forms of Unity." 

ARTICLE 84 
The advisory committee on Indian m"d Foreign l\lissions requests 

Synod for a session as soon as possible to be devoted to a considera
tion of the question of the "Indl~genous Alission Poliey,n Grounds: 

There is so much material which should be clear in the minds 
of the delegates before the matter can be properly discussed. 
We believe we can help Synod to a belter understanding of the 
issues involved by presenting the follo\Ying: 
1.. Report and recommendation of the committ~e; 
2. Address by the Rev. F. Vander Stoep on Mission policy on 

New Mexico field. (Not to exceed 30 minutes.) 
3. Address by the Rev. H. Boer on Policy On Nigerian Field. 

"( not to exceed thirty minutes.) 
4. Questions from the floor and. discussion. 

Synod decides to accede to the request and stipulated Tuesday morn
ing. (cf. Art. 94) (continued in Art. 94). 

ARTICLE 85 
The Advisory Committee on Educational Matters, (Cf. Art. 80), 

Rev. J. Vander Ploeg reporting, presents the following: 

1. INSURANCE. 

We recommend that Synod approve of the increase in insurance 011 

the buildings and equipment. Synod approves. (Report No. 19-r\, 
Supplement 19-A.) 

II. OPEN SHOP LABOR POLICY. 
1\. Materials: See Overtures No. 13 and No. 28.) 
1. Two overtures have been addressed to Synod in connection with 

the awarding of the contract for the Calvin College library addition. 
a. The Consistory of the Second Church ·of Kalamazoo overtures 

Synod to instruct the Board of Calvin College and Seminary to 
adhere to the principle of the "open shop" in the letting of con
tracts for any building projects for Calvin College and Seminary. 

b. Classis Grand Rapids East forwards to Synod an overture of 
the Consistory of Boston Square Church of Grand Rapids 
1) To express disapproval of the action of the Board of Trustees 

of Calvin College and Seminary in awarding the contract for 
the addition of the Library building to a contractor who 
operates under a closed shop labor policy with the A. F. of L. 

2) To request that action be taken that will insure an open shop 
labor policy on all Calvin College and other church-controlled 
buildings that may be erected in the future. 
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In forwarding the above overture Classis Grand Rapids East 
adds these two comments: 
1) That Classis feels that the Board of Trustees did not exhaust 

every means to do justice to the policy of the open shop. 
2) That in future eventual contracts for the construction of build

ings the Board should exert itself to the utmost to do full 
justice to our own laboring men. 

B. RccoJ11.,mendations: 
1. Synod express its confidence in the Board of Trustees by declar

ing . that' no specific synodical ruling was violated by the action the 
Board has taken. Adopted. 

2. That Synod take ·grateful note of the following decision found 
in the ininutes of the Board of Trustees: 

"Regarding the CLA communication of Mr. J. Gritter, the Board 
decides to inform ~1r. Gritter that we are aware of the fact that the 
matter at hand constitutes a real problem which we would not minimize, 
and that we feel for the hardships which many of our fellow-believers 
suffer for conscience sake in connection with their refusal to affiliate 
with so-called neutral unions. Furthermore, inasmuch as we are eager 
to find a better solution to our problem - if there be one - we take 
fav!'Jrableaction on the suggestion of the CLA Secretary as follows: 
The Board instructs its Executive Committee, or whatever committee 
may be authorized to award contracts, to invite representatives of the 
CLA, and others whom they may desire, to their meeting to confer 
on the matter of awarding contracts to closed-shop or open":'shop firms." 
Adopted. 

3. Synod express its regret that the Board of Trustees in awarding
the Library contract did not concern itself sufficiently to gu"arantee 
equal rights of employment to all workers irrespective of their member
ship or non-membership in any particular labor organization. Adopted. 

4. Synod' de~ide that in awarding future eventual contracts for the 
construction of buildings the Board of Trustees, and also all other 
denominational boards~ shall exert themselve$ to the, utmost to safe
guard the rights of those whose conscientious convictions prevent them 
from affiliating with the so-called neutral labor organizations. Adopted. 
(Report continued in Art. 112.) 

ARTICLE 86 
The Advisory Committee HOl1te 111issions) Rev. \\Jm. P. Brink rc· ' 

porter, presents the following matters: 

,1. PATERSON HEBREW MISSION BOARD. 

A. Material: Report No.3 (Supplement 3.) 
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B. Recol1Hnendation: 
That Synod thank the Paterson Hebrew Mission Board for the 

work which has been done. Adopted. 

II. CHICAGO JEWISH MISSION. 

1\. Material: Report No.4 (Snpplement 4.) 
B. Recommendation: 
That Synod thank the Chicago Jewish Mission Board for the work 

which has been done. Adopted. 

III. BACK TO GOD HOUR. 

1\. Materials: Reports No. 15, 15-1\, 15-B (Supplements 15, IS-A, 
JS-B. ) 

B. Recolnlnendations: 
1. That Synod express its appreclatlOn and gratitude to all those 

who have made special contributions in carrying on the various phases 
of .work in connection with on1' Back to God Hour. Adopted. 

2. That Synod appoint a committee to carryon the work of the 
Back to God Honr. Adopted. (Cf. Supplement 15-1\, IV, 1.) . 

3. Since the Back to God Hour committee does not definitely 1'ecom-, 
mend any specific expansion proposal, we are unable to proffer specific 
advice. 1\s to expansion policy, Synod instrnct that expansion be within 
the limits of ,the bndget and in accord with, the decisions of 1948 and 
1949. (1\cts 1948, p. 56, C. 1,2, and 1\cts ~949, p. 81, B7.) Adopted. 

4. (Cf. Report No. 15-1\, IV, 2) (Supplement 15-1\) That Synod 
approve the three point follow-up program of the Back to God Com
mittee as projected and executed, consisting of: 

a. Follow-up work through the mail, including the Family 1\ltar. 
b. Follow-up work by personal calls, the experimental work in 

calling on our listene~s in citi~s where we have no churches, the 
national canvass, and the attempts to correlate this work with the 
work of Home Missions. (Cf. 1\rts. 101, 102.) 

c. The Radio Rallies in various communities in cooperation with 
our local churches. Adopted. 

IV. GENERAL COMMITTEE FOR HOME MISSIONS. 

1\. Materials: Reports No. 13, 13-1\ (Supplement 13, 13-1\.) 
Overture No. 16. Overture No. 32. 

B. Recommendations: 
1. That a member-at-Iarge and his alternate be elected for the term 

1950-1953, and that this matter be referred to the committee on ap
pointments. (Cf. 1\rt. 160.) Adopted. 

2. (Cf. 1\genda Report No. 13, III D, p. 71£) (Supplement 13.) 
With respect to mission groups that have received financial assistance 
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from the Church Extension Fund for 'the procurement of buildings 
Synod adopt the following Refund Rules: 

a. These groups shall seek to become organized and calling churches 
as soon as feasible. 

b\ While these groups are in the .mission stage and prior to their 
becoming calling churches, financial investments for building ob· 
jectives are to be provided by the Executive Committee for Home 
Missions. 

c. Subsequent to having become a calling church financial invest
ments for additional building objectives are to be sought from 
the committee for Church Help: 

d. Re-investments made by the Executive Committee and repay
ment thereof to this committee the following rules shall obtain: 

1') The investment from the Executive Committee is to be interest 
free. 

2) When the mission church· is placed in the category of calling 
church its properties shall be evaluated. If the evaluation is 
in excess of the investment made by the Executive Committee 
for Home Missions, the excess value shall be credited to the 
recipient church. If the evaluation is less than the investment 
made by the Executive Committee for Home Missions, the 
loss shall be sustained by the Executive Committee for Home 
Missions. 

3) Repayment of adjusted investments made by the Executive 
Committee for Home Missions shall begin 5 years from the 
date that the mission church has become a calling church; 
however, repayment may begin sooner if the recipient church 
so deSIres. Repayment from date must be made at the rate of, 
5% of the principal per annum. Adopted. 

3. (See Agenda Report No. 13, IV B) (Supplement 13.) That 
Synod grant permission to call additional missionaries for Canada as 
needed. Adopted. 

4. (See Agenda Report No. 13, VII and Agenda Report No. 
13-A, C; D.) (Supplements 13, 13-A.) That Synod adopt the follow
ing rules for the Fund for Needy Ch"rches. 

a. That the minimum salary to be paid· the ministers of recipient 
churches from the F. N. C. be set at $2,800 for 1951. 

b. That an additional children's allowance of $125.00 per child per 
annum be granted through the High School age. J;\y the stipUla
tion "through the High School age" is meant: 
1) That this allowance shall not be granted after the child has 

graduated from the High School. 
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2) That this allowance shall not be continued beyond the mnc
tecnth birthday. 

3) That this allowance shall not be granted in the event a child 
becomes a wage earner and does not continue its education. 
Adopted. 

c. That with respect to the children's allowances: 
1) The payment of this allowance be made retroactive for the 

year 1950. Adopted. 
2) The children's allowance to be paid will be in excess of the 

$2,800.00 minil)1UlTI salary sct by Synod; and not in excess of 
those salaries, which in the case of some churches receiving 
assistance from the F. N. C., already sufficiently' exceed the 
minimum salary established by Synod. Adopted. 

d. That the minimum per family confribution toward the pastoes 
salary of families belonging to the recipient churches from the 
F.N. C. be set at $50.00 per annum. Adopted. 

e. That the minimum per family contribution toward the pastor's 
salary of families 'belonging to our Canadian Immigrant churches 
be set at not less than $20.00 per annum and that this amount be 
annually increased until they arc on a par with recipient churc1ws 
in U. S. Adopted. 

£. The Home Missions committee recommends "that Synod declare 
the Fund for Needy Churches to be available for churches sup
porting a second minister engaged as a pastor for evangelization, 
to a maximum of one-half of the salary to be paid to the pastor, 
when the need is properly established in compliance with the 
existing rules for the Fund for Needy Churches." 

Your advisory committee recommends that Synod do not accede 
to this request. Grounds: 
1. This is an improper use of the F. N. C. which has been de

signed to assist churches to becom~ adequately established. 
2. Missionary work ought to be supported by missionary funds. 
3. Synod of 1949 established a method by which a separate 

fund be built up to help local churches in the work of 
evangelism. (See Acts, 1949, Art. 78, I, p. 33f.) Adopted. 

v. CANADIAN Ilv[l\tIGRATION COllIMITTEE. 

A. Materials,' Reports No. 27 and 27-A (Supplements 27, 27-A.) 

B. RecontJnendations: 
1. That Synod continue previous .appointments. Grounds: 
a. The peculiar nature of the work. 
b. The knowledge these men have will enable them to work more 

effectively. Adopted. 
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2. That Synod approve the appointment of Mr. Herman Wierenga 
as full-time fieldman for Alberta. Adopted. 

3. That Synod approve the appointment of Mr. L. Vander Berg as 
full-time fieldman for Eastern Ontario. Adopted. 

4. That Synod appoint a new committee member for British 
Columbia from the following nomination: Mr. J. Vander Velde and 
Mr. A. De Jong. (Cf. Art. 160, VL) Adopted. 

5. (See Report No. 27-A.) (Supplement 27-A.) That Synod place 
the Canadian Immigration Fund on a quota basis: (Cf. Art. 157.) 
Grounds: 

a. The offerings have heretofore been insufficient to care for the 
work adequately. 

b. The work of the Committee is 'of such a nature that it must be 
made more secure. 

c. The Canadian Immigration movement is of great importance to 
our entire denomination and is calling for large financial sup
port of the various committees and funds engaged in this major 
denominational undertaking. (Report continued in Art. 121.) 

Adopted. 
ARTICLE 87 

The chairman speaks a word of welcome and greeting to the Rev. 
Jerry Pott, our missionary from South America. 

ARTICLE 88 
Rev. J. Betten, reporter for the Obituary Committee eef. Art. 19), 

presents the following resolutions: 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Since the Synod of last year it pleased our Heavenly Father to call 
.unto Himself in glory, .our fellow-ministers in Christ: 

Rev. Wm. Tel'psma; Rev. J,aseph P. De Vries; Rev. Johannes 
B. Hoekstra; Dr. Ralph L. Haan; Rev. Karst Bergsma; Rev. 
Harm Vander Woude; Rey. Leonard Trap; Rev. Henry 
Guikema; Rev. Albert Wassink. 

These dear brethren attained an average age of 72 yeaTs, and might 
serve in the active ministry in our chur'ches an average of 36 years .. We 
express our gratitude to God for the many years they might serve our 
churches in'the administration of the Word and the Sacraments. 

Their departure urges us to heed the admonition given in Hebrews 
13 :7, 8: "Remember. them that had the rule over you, men that spake 
unto you the Word of God; and considering the'issue of their life, imitate 
their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yea and for
ever." This word is of great comfort and encouragement to the sorrow
ing and to Christ's Church, because it gives the assurance that the Christ 
they preached and lived remains the same. 

Rev. 14:13: "And I heard a. voice from heaven saying, Write, Blessed 
are, the dead who die in the Lord from henceforth; Yea, saith the Spirit, 
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that they may rest from ,their labors; for their works follow with them." 
,Moved to spread the above Obituary in the Acts, of Synod and to 

forward a copy to the sorrowing ones. 
Signed" 

P. JONKER 
J08. BETTEN 

ARTICLE 89 
Elder H. Medema closes this session with thanksgiving to God. 

TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 20, 1950 
Ninth Session 

ARTICLE 90 
Synod began this session with the singing of Number 402 and 

prayer by Rev. Richard Wezeman. . 

ARTICLE 91 
Roll call sho-ws all members of Synod present. 

ARTICLE 92 
The minutes of the seventh and eighth sessions are read and Synod 

approves. 
ARTICLE 93 

Dr. J. C. DeKorne calls attention of Synod to Mission Board re
porf, page 12; of the Agenda reading as follows: 

Representation_ iil SY1lod. In addition to the' fe.presentation provided 
for by.the Mission Order, the board requests Synod to permit it to be 
represented by our president or vice-president, and by' the. treasurer. 
,(d. Supplement 12.) This was granted. 

ARTICLE 94 
The Advisory Committee on Indian and F ore·ign missions (d. Art. 

84), Dr. P. Y. De Jong reporting, presents to Synod its preliminary 
report on Mission Policy. Rev. F. Vander Stoep and Rev .. Harry Boer 
are given opportunity to present their respective positions, after which 
also Dr. J. H. Bavinck favored the Synod with some of his views 011' 

the matter (d. ,Art. 98). 
ARTICLE 95 

Elder C. Runi<!l closes the· session .... vith prayer. 

TUESDAY. AFTERNOON, JUNE 20, 1950 
Tenth Session 
ARTICLE 96 

The Rev. B. Vanden Brink leads Synod in opening devotions after 
we sing from No. 81 of the Psalter Hymnal. At this time Mr. Juan 
Coonsis, a Zuni Indian Christian, a graduate from our mission school 
favors us with a vocal solo, singing, '.'Out of my bondage." 
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ARTICLE 97 
Rev. 'Vm. Van Peurscm, temporarily takes the place of H.cv. O. 

Breen, and the Rev. Wril. Van Rees s~bstitutes for ,Rev. J. ValHkr 
Ploeg. Both affirm their agreement with, the "Forms of lTnity." 

ARTICLE 98 
1\1otion was made that the matter of "lv1issioll Policy" with which 

we were dealing at the close of the last session be referred again to 
the Advisory Committee for further study and advice. (d. Art. 127.) 
Adopted. 

ARTICLE 99 
The advisory committee, H onte Allssions (cf. Art. 86), Rev. \;V~n. 

P. Brink reporting, presents the following: 

1. Rev. !. Wristers' (See Report No. 13-A, section A) (Supple
ments 13-A). 

a. That Synod approve the agreement between the GC1"eforl11eerd~ 
Kerk of Watergraafsmccr, the Netherlands, and the Exec.utive 
Committee for Home Missions of the Christian H_cformcd 
Church in America re the financial provisions pursuant the sta)i 
and labors of the Rev. J. vVristersin the U. S. in behalf of the 
sailors of the Dutch Merchant Marine. Approved. 

b. That Synod approve the statement made to the U. S. Immigra
tion authorities re the payment of the, salary of the Rev. J. 
\V risters; Approved. 

? Cu-1l'adi'an Alin'isters. 
That Synod gratefully acknowledge the work being done in re the 

problem of our Canadian ministers whose stay in Canada is limited to 
five years. Approved. 

3. Overture No. 16. 
A. Material: 
Classis K'alamazoo overtures "That the- Synod allow Classis Kala

mazoo a place on the Executive Committee of Home J\1issions. 
U Ground: Classis Kalamazoo is the only Michigan Classis not 
represented on the Executive Committee." 

B. Rcco11nnendations: 
a. Your advisory committee calls Synod's attention to the fact that 

the rules of the Home Mission Order read: "There shall be an 
Executive Committee composed of the three members-at-Iarge 
and the delegate members fro111 six Classes to be designated by 
Synod." (Art. 4, b.) 

b. Your advisory committee, furthermore, calls Synod's attentio11 
to the fact that Classis Kalamazoo has never been designated as 
one of these six, and advises that this should be taken into con-
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ARTICLE 100 

sideration if-any redesignation 6f these six should take place. 
Adopted. 

3S 

4. Rev. Mr. Nagy of the Hungarian Reformed Church appeared 
before your advisory committee and pleaded that we begin a home 
mission project among Hungarian Reformed brethren in strategic 
areas of Detroit. The extent of aid given to Hungarian Displaced 
persons has made it impossible for the Hungarian Reformed Church 
to undertake this project at present. The Rev. Mr. Nagy pledged his 
support in the direction of the establishment of a Hungarian Chris
tian Reformed Church. 

Your advisory committee asks Synod to refer this matter to our 
Home Missions Committee for serious, consideration and investigation 
and with power to act. Adopted. 

5. Overture No, 32. This overture reads, "The consistory of the 
East Leonard Christian Reformed Church herewith begs leave to 
present to you the request that Synod at once appoint a Director of 
Evangelism." The overture claims that there is need- for such a direc
tOf, since there is a trend toward 'evangelism among our constituency; 
that there is a distinct danger that our evangelism will become Armin
ian) and that it may "become a typical 'Lay-movement' "; that we need 
an ordained man in charge of evangelism even as we nOw have or
dained men in charge of Missions and Home Missions; that synod' 
has already established a denominational Supplementary Fund for 
Evangelization; and that several suggested activities ought to be t1nd~r
taken' by such a man. 

Your advisory committee recommends that Synod do not accede to 
this request. Grounds: 

1. The overture draws an erroneous 'picture of evangelism when 
it segregates it as a separate field apart from home missions anfl 
the regular work of the Church. The work of the Church has 
always been and is today the \york of evangelism. , 

2. The need for a "director" of evangelism has upt been established 
since this work is already directed by our local consistories, pas
tors, and Classical Home Missions Committees. 

3. Our local groups are better able to direct local programs than a 
distant officer of Synod. 

4. OUf Classical and Synodical Home Missions committees are 
well able to advise consistories having particular problems in 
evangelism. (continued in Art. -121.) Adopted. 

ARTICLE 100 
The Advisory committee on P"blication M alters, Rev. L. Veltkamp 

reporting presents the following: 
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1. H.EPORT OF THE SYNOD!.CAL TRACT CO~DlITTEE, . 

. A. Material ~ Agenda J-Iep01t No. 23, pp. 141-144. (Suppkmcnt 
23.) 

B. Recommendations: 
1. That Synod express its appreciation to the Committ-cc fOl- its 

diligent lab?rs. Adopted. 

2. That Synod approve the recommendation 
tee that it continue to have a Tract Committee. 

of "the Tract Commit
Adopted. 

3. That Synod appoint the persor,mcl of th~ Synodical Tract Com
mittee and limit the tenure of ofli.ce to t\:vo sl1ccc-ssiv(:' thrcC-)7Car terms. 
Adopted. . 

4. Your committee wishes to remind S\-non of two vacancies 011 

the present committee \vhich require repl~c~'l11ent, that of Rev. L. 
_Trap due to his demise, and 11r. Ben De Boer, its efficient st:cretar)" 
who.' is transferring to California. Received as, Infonnati-on. 

5. The committee forwards to Synod with its approval and reeom·· 
mendation the name of Rev. Nick De Vries as the suggestion of the 
Tract COl'tuniUec to replace Rey. L. Trap. (d. Art. 160.) 

Referred to C01nmittee on Appointments. 

II. REPORT OF THE PUBLICATION CO!l[]l.IITTEE. 

A. Material ~ Report No. 25, 25-A. (Supplements 25, 2S-A.) 
B. R ecoJ1t11-t.enda.tions: 
]. That Synod express its appreciation to the· committee for its 

diligent labors. Adopted. 
2. That Synod reappoint Mr. Jacob Veclls(ra, Mr. Fred Van Kleef. 

l'rofessor L. Berkhof and Rev. Clarence Boomsma \vhose terms ex
pire thi~ ycar. (d. Art. 160.) 

Referred to C01Jt1nittce on Appointments. 
3. That Synod limit henceforth the' tenure of office to 1\:'1'0 succes

sive three-year terms for'. all subsequent appointments retroactive two 
years. (el. Art. 160, I.) Adopted. 

4. It is r~commendccl that in the future the PubliCati(hl Committee 
avoid .. the practice of having committee members be contributing edi
tors at the Same time. Adopted. 

5. Vife would call Synod's attention to the second recommendation 
of the Publication Committee apd remind Synod that the Committee 
has not present.ed a nomination for the appointment of Editor-in

. Chief of De Wachter as required bv the decision of Synod. (Acts, 
1926, p. 26; Schaver, p. 265.) 

\Ve tecoml11cnd that Synod present a nomination for election front 
the floor. 

Synod decides to table this maHer t,tntil a later session. (cf. Arts. 
110, 119.) 
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III. HCPQRT OF THE l\1ISSlO~ SUKDAY SCHOOL LESSON PLANNIXG 

Co !II :\[ITTEE, 

A. 111 a.terial: Report No. 36 (Supplement 36). 
B. Reconuncndations: 
]. That Synod express its appreciation to the Planning Committee 

for its labors. Adopted. 
2. That Synod adopt the plan of lessons submitted by the comnlit

tpc with one qualitication that said committee include a lesson in its 
cycle on Ascension, Pentecost, Easter and Christmas. Adopted. 

IV. 
A. 

OVERTUHE RE SERl\[ONS .FOR READTNG 

J1 atcrial.' Overture No.3. 
Classis Pacific overtures Synod-: 
1. To continue to publish sermons. 

SERVICES .. 

2. To publish a larger number of sermons. 
3. To publish sermons of fro111 30-40 minutes In length. ' 
B. Advice: 
1. 'Your committee advises 'Synod to adopt overture No. 3 in its 

entirety. Adopted. 
2. Your committee, howcvcr, would add two qualifying recommen

dations: 
a. Due to prohibitive costs and l:cstricted usage and demallcl these 

sermons be published in mimeograph form. Adopled. 
h. That the editing committee for said sermons emphasize simplic~ 

ity and dignity in these messages. Adopted. 

V. SER1If.0NS FOR HEADTNG SERVICES. 

A. j11atcn'aL\'~Overturcs No.3, 21. 
Classis Pacific overtures Synod to publish more and longer sermons 

in the English language for reading services. 
The consistory of the Christian Reformed Church of N eerlandia, 

Alberta, Canada, overtures Synod to publish more special sermons, 
such as Prayer Day, Thanksgiving Day, PreparatOl-Y and passion 
week sermons, and also sermons on the Lord's Days (Heidelberg Cate
,chism), as there seems to be a definite ,shortage of these sermons. 

B. Rccom.1nendalions: 
1. Your committee advises against the request of Neerlandia's C'011-

sisto!"y re s~rmons for special days since the present series and vol
Ullles of sermons contain such messages for special days. We advise 
that in future publications of such sermons this same policy be fol
lowed for special religious days. Adopted. 

2. As to the request for Catechism we advis,e that our sermon com
'mittee publish a number of sermons on select Lord's Days with a view 
to a systematic treatment of the high points of our Catechism. 
(d. Art. 160, VI,. for committee.) Adopted. 
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VI. GRADED SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSO"S. 

A. Material: Overture No. 14. 
The Consistory of the Second Christian Reformed Church of, Grand 

Haven overtures Synod to take such action as will result in the estab
lishment of a system of graded Sunday School lessons. 

B. Advice:, 
1. Your committee advises Syno<;l not to accede to this request. 

Grounds: 
a. OUf present Sunday School Planning Committee is endeavor

ing to meet this need < in the way of various present aids in the 
rltey by which the material is adapted to the several age level,. 
Adopted. 

b. The question of the correlation of the Sunday School material 
with that of the Catechism and the Christian School, referred 
to in point 4 of this overture, is at present under study by the 
Educational Committee of Synod. (Report continued in Art. 
102.) Adopted, 

ARTICLE 101 
The motion is made to reconsider the matter that was defeated '~t 

an earlier session, namely the joint recommendation of the Back to 
'God Hour Radio Committee and the Home Mission Committee, to 
instruct the Home missions committee to call a minister for folIow
up work. The motion carried. (cf. Art. 102.) 

ARTICLE 102 
The Rev. vVm. P. Brink, reporter for Advisory Committee, Home 

Missions (cf. Arts. 86, 99) presents the following for consideration: 
A. Material- Report No. lS-B (Supplement IS-B). 
B. ReC01n1nendatioll: 
Your advisory committee recommends the adoption of the recom

mendation of the Back to God Hour and Home fl.Hssions committees, 
namely: 

'(that Svnod instruct the General Committee for Home Missions to 
call a 111is~ionary whose task it shall be to carry 011 the work of evan
gelization specifically in connection '''lith the follow-up program of 
the Back to God Hour. It is understood that the missionary's labors 
will be outlined by the Executive Committee for Home ]\1issions ill 
consultation with the Radio Committee." (cf. Supplement IS-B.) 

Grounds: 
1. The strategic importance of follow-up ,,'ork in relationship to 

our Back to God Hour requires that this work be effectiv:ely 
organized and carried out by the- work of and under the leader
ship of a full-time minister. 
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2. The need of such a man is urged upon us by t\VO of Ollr Synodi
cal committees. (Report continued in Art. 159.) Adapted. 

ARTICLE 103 
The Advisory Committee, Church Order (d. Arts. 69, 75, 79), Rev. 

\Vm. Heynen reporter, presents the follO\ving: 

I. ORGAKIZATION OF CLASSIS ONTARIO. 

A. M a.fe1'ials: 
1. Overture No. 30 in which Classis Grand Rapids East asks the 

approval of Synod to organize the Ontario Churches into a separate 
Classis. 

~. Overture No. 33 from the Consistory ,?f Kitchener, Ontario, re
questing Synod not to accede to the request of Classis Grand Rapids 
East. The same Overture is supported by the Consistory of Hamilton, 
Ontario and Holland Marsh. 

3. ,A similar request as found in 2 from the Consistory of Chatharn, 
Ontario, Overture No. 38 . 

. 4. A similar request as found in 2 from the Consistory of Brampton, 
Ontario, Overture No. 40. 

5. Similar requests as found in 2 from the Consistories of Picton, 
Ontario, and Campbell ford, Ontario. (Overture No. 40.) 

B. Advice: 
~ That Synod approVe the request of Classis Grand Rapids East tv 
organize the Ontario Churches .into a separate Classis. Ground:f: 

1. It would alleviate the problem of the undue size of Classis Grand 
Rapids East. 
a. This Classis now numbers 43 congregations. 
b. N c\v congregatioqs are being formed constantly. 

2. It would meet the particular needs of the Ontario churches. 
a. There are 23 churches (organized or authorized) represent

ing about 1,000 families. 
b. They are "neighboring ch.urches", c. O. Art. 41, with similar 

needs and problems. 
c. Elders from these churches now find it difficult or impossible 

to attend classis due to the demands of time and travel. 
Adapted. 

II. ERASURE OF NON-CONFESSING ~.1EMBERS. 

A. Materials: 
The report of the Committee appointed by the Synod of 1948, 

mandated to (a) draft a form for the excommunication of baptized 
members and (b) recommend a better mode of procedure for ex
communicating baptized members. Agenda Report No. 17, pp.l00-104. 
(Supplement No. 17.) . 
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B. Recommendations: 
To recommit this matter to the study c-ammittee enlarged by two 

additional members, asking them to rewrite it keeping in mind the 
following malters: (Cf. Art. 160, VI.) . 

]. Synod believes the covenant doctrine should be simply enunciated., 
2. The distinction between erasure and excommunication should be 

clearly marked. 

3 .. The form to be read should be clear and brief. 
4. The matter should be offered to the church at large for discus.sion. 

Adopted. (I<eport continued in Art. 109.) 

ARTICLE 104 
Elder W. De Leeuw leads us in dosing prayer. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 21, 1950 

Eleyenth Session 

ARTICLE 105 
Rev. B. J. Haal1 leads in devotions, after Synod sings Psalter Hymnal 

No. 201. 
ARTICLE 106 

Roll call shows all. delegates are present. 

ARTICLE 107 
Elder D. Timiner expresses his agreeinent witr the Form of Unity 

taking the place of Elder Po, De Kock. 

ARTICLE 108 
The minutes of the 9th and 10th sessions are read and approved. 

ARTICLE 109 
The Advisory Committee Chnrch Order, Rev. Wm. Heynen report

ing. (Cf. Arts. 69, 79, 103), presents the following: 

1. WOMEN VOTING AT CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS. 

A. Materials." 
J\eport No. 20 on the proper function of congregational meetings ann 

the question of women voting at such meetings. (Supplement 20.) 

B. Recommendat'ions: 
L ',That Synod thank the committee for its work. Adopted. 
2. That Synod adopt the recommendations of the committee in. Sec

tion IV of their report, ,"vhich 'reads as follmys: 
"In view of the situation as indicated we believe it would be ul1wi~e 

for the Synod of the Christian Rdormed Church to make a pronotlnce-
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mcnt on this important question at this time. The basic issues involved 
have not come to sufficient cl,arity in the midst of our churches, and 
the desired measure of agreement can hardly be expected at this time. 
Aild inasmuch as this question not only confronts us, but also our sisttr 
churches in the Netherlands, 'and inasmuch as we are, now holding 
Ec;umcnical Synods fro111 ti'me to time, your committee advises Sypod: 

Fit'st~ to urge all our leaders, consistories, ,and Classes to. study the 
questions basic to this issue, giving partichlar heed to the Scriptural 
passages cited in this 'report. 

Sccondl.v, to l~equest the next Refo1'med Ecumenical Synod for a4vice 
re-garding the matter of ,,",omen suffrage at congregational meetings. 
This request for advice, as we see it, should 'embrace a study of the 
nature and authority of congregatioqal meetings in our Reformed sys· 
tcm of church government, and likewise an exegetical study of all 

,Scripture passages which- have bearing on this question. 
It should be understood that pending the outcome of this furtl,,",' 

investigatioll no church should undertake to introduce women suffrage 
at its congregational n1eetings." (Report continued in Art. 141.) 
Adopted. 

ARTICLE 110 
Chairman advises Synod to request the Committee on Appointments 

to submit a nomination of two or three names for the editorship of the 
Wachter. Approved. (C). Art. 119.) 

ARTICLE 111 
Rev. B. Kruithof, fraternal delegate of the Reformed Church hi 

America, brings the greetings of his church. Rev. J. Gritter responds 
for Synod. 

ARTICLE 112 
The Advisory committee on Educational M alters (d. Arts. 80, 85), 

Dr. J. Daane reporting, presents the following: 

1. JVIATTERS PERTAINING TO CALVIN COLLEGE A:\D SEMINARY. 

(Reports No. 19 and No. 19-A) (Supplemellts 19, 19-A). 

A. Clark Memorial Home Site. 
1. \Ve call ,the attention of Synod to the foUO\\'ring'material: 
a. The recommendations of the Board of Trustees found in the 

following paragraph of its report: "There is a possibility of- obtaining 
more land adjacent to that bought three years ago, in connection with 
which the Calvin Church desires to obtain a site. The Board decided 
to recommend to Synod the purchase of an additional five acres of 
land from the Clark l\:femorial Home, and lease to the Calvin Church 
of Grand Rapids one acre of the plat for a period of 99 years at the 
regular price of $10,000 per acre. The decision as to the location of 
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the . church property is to rest with the Board or its appropriate com
mittee," 

b. We also call the attention of Synod to the follmving overtures 
anent the leasing of one acre of this proposed purchase to the Calvi11 
Church: 

1) Overture No. 37 in which Classis Kalamazoo overtures Synod to 
grant this lease to the Calvin Church for the following' reasons: 

a) This will provide our Calvin College and Seminary with the 
needed additional real estate. 

b) This will provide our Synod with an opportunity to express its 
appreciation to our Calvin Church for services being rendered 
our Calvin youth. 

c) The consideration that led Synod to reject a similar request from 
our Calvin Church in 1948 no longer holds. • . 

2) Overtures Nos. 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48 in which the consistories 
of the following Grand Rapids churches overture Synod not to grant 
this lease: Eastern Ave.) Oakdale Park, Sherman St., Neland Ave., 
Fuller Ave., Boston Square, Dennis Ave. F ollO\ving is a summary uf 
the grounds on which these overtures are based: 

a) It is not within the province of Synod t~ act in the matter of a 
building site for a local church. To m~ye in this direction would 
set a' dangerous precedent. 

b) The vast concentration of college personnel in one church \voulcl 
tend to alienate the church and school. 

c) Noone church can properly supervise the student body. 
d) No preferential treatment should be accorded any local church. 

This would create resentment and disturb public relations. 
e) Calvin Church has not made a request for this lease. 
f) If Synod grants this request the denomination \\'ill also obligate 

itself . to help finance the erection of a church building large 
enough for all the students. 

g) It would not be ethical to obtain a site for the Calvin Church in 
this round-about way. 

h) To grant this -request \vi11 foster the idea of a campus church 
since a lease would definitely place the church on college-property. 

c. Finally we call the attention of Synod to Overture No. 50 in 
which the Consistory of the Calvin Christian Reformed Church does 
the following: 

"1) The history of the matter which is before us is traced. 
2) The problem is set forth as being 011e (a) of the Calvin Church 

which makes the acquisition of this site necessary, (b) of Calvin 
College which makes it desirable for the bcst interests of the Calvin 
students to have the Calvin Church establish itself in the campus area. 
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3) The position of the Calvin Church is set forth over against 
various criticisms and misunderstandings which are held to b'e current. 

4) The request is made that the pastor or his designated representa· 
tive be given the pdvilege of the floor when the matter herein discussed 
is up for consideration. Dr. Henry Stob is given the privilege of the 
floor in this discussion, and he avails himself of the privilege. 

B. Recommendations: 
In connection with the above proposal of the Board 6f Trustees and 

the overtures concerning it your committee recommends: 
1. That Synod take up the matters of the purchase of the Clark 

Memorial Home property and the leasing of one acre of it to the 
Calvin Church as separate itelns. 

2. That Synod approve of the purchase of an additional five acres 
of land .ir01l1 the Clark Memorial Home. Grounds: 

a. There are good reasons to believe that the future needs of' Calvin 
\varrant this purchase. ' 

b. This purchase is desirable because the proposed property is 
adjacent to that which Calvin already has. Adopted. 

3. That Synod instruct the Board of Trustees to teply to the Calvin 
Church that said church should carryon its own negotiations for a 
church site whether such be a part of the Clark Memorial Home Pro· 
perty or any other piece of land. Adopted. 

4. That Synod regards the above decisions to be a sufficient answer 
to the overtnres that have been presented with respeet to this mailer. 
Adopted. (R.eport continued in Art. 140.) 

ARTICLE 113 
Elder B. Slings closes the morning session with prayer. 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 21, 1950 

Twelfth Session 

ARTICLE 114 
Rev. Dr. J. Bruinooge requests Synod to smg number 340 of the 

Psalter-Hymnal. and leads in prayer. 

ARTICLE 115 
Elder Walter Kok takes the place of Elder J. De Haan, and signifies 

his agreement with our "Form of Unity." 

ARTICLE 116 
Greetings from Fraternal Delegates: 
1. Rev. M. Arnoys, chairman of the Reception Committee, eCf. 

Art. 19), introduces Rev. J. P. Nagy of the Free Magyar Reformed 
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Church of. America, who brings us the greetings fro111 his church and 
informs us of the passing of Prof. Sebestyen. Elder Richard Postma 
responds. Rev. J. P. Nagy presents a certificate of appreciation which 
reads as follows: 

Fear God and Give Glory to Him 
In grateful appreciation: 

In token of the sincere appreciation and grateful thanks of the staff 
and students of the Hungarian Reformed Church Academy at Sarospatak 
for the most generous and valuable gifts of medicine, books" clothing, and 
food given by the General Synod of the Christian Reformed Chur~h of 
America. ' 

Sarospatak (Hungary) on the 1st day of Oct.; 1949 
(signed) Rev. Barnabas Nagy, D.D. 

Rector 'of the Academy 
2. Rev. M. Arnoys introduces Mr. A. \-Varnaar, fraternal delegate 

of the "Geref. Kerken in Nederland." He spoke especially as President 
of the Central Christian Emigrants Society. Rev. H.. vVilclsch'ut responds 
for Synod. 

3. The Rev. C. M. Schoolhind introduces Hev. J. D. Edgar of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America. The Rev. La\\TCnCC 
Veltkamp responds for Synod. 

ARTICLE 117 
Rev. C. M. Schoolland, member- of the Reception Comniittee, in

troduces ·the following missionaries: (Cf. Art. 19.) 
1. Rev. F. Vander Stoep, vvho speaks for the general conferenre 

of the Indian Field and all the workers on the field.' 
2. Rev. H. Boer speaks briefly to Synod as a representative of our 

Nigerian Conference. 
3. Rev. A. S111it, who recently returned from China, tells of the' 

work as it is still carried on by our native Christians in China. 
Rev. T. Verhulst responds for Synod. 

Al{TICLE 118 
Dr. J. C. De Korne introduces to Synod the following missionaries: 

Jennie- Stielstra, Leonard P. Brink, Juan Coonsis, Bernard Haven, 
Cando C. Kuipers, Mary Kuit, Cornelia De Witt, vVilhelmina Kalsbeek, 
J\-1agqalene Koets, Rev. Jerry Pott. Rev. H. J. Evenhouse responds 
~or Synod. ' ' 

ARTICLE 119 
The Committee of Appointments presents the following names for 

nomination for Editorship of De Wachter eCf. Art. 110): Rev. E. 
Van Halsema, Rev. ]. Gritter, Rev. W. Haverkamp. Synod adopts the 
nomination. 

["' Rev. E. Van Halsema is elected. 

I, 
I; 
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ARTICLE 120 
The Stated Clerk presents the following as the advice of our standing, 

committee on Church Ecumenicity and Church Correspondence: 

A. Material: 
The invita'tion of the International Council of Christian churches to 

send one or more observers to attend the Second Plenary .Congress 
of this council to be held in the city of Geneva, Aug. l6-23, 1950, 
was by decision in one of the early sessions of our synod referred to 
your standing coinmittee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch correspond
ence to offer advice. 

B. Re.commendation: 
Y ottr committee recommends that synod do not grant the reque~t 

of the 1. C. C. C. G1'ounds.' . 
1. A similar request to send a representative to the 1. C. C. C.' i,n 

Amsterdam in 1948 was rejected, since it would involve needless 
expenditure of denominational funds. (CL Acts 1948, p. 59.) 

. 2. Since our denomination is a member of the N. A. E., it is in
advisable to send a delegate to a competitive organization. The 
1. 'c. C. C. is a direct outgrowth of the A. C. C. c., which our 
synod did not choose to join in 1943 \vhen confronted with the 
choice between the' N. A. E. and the A. C. C. C. Ado pled. 

ARTICLE 121 
The Advisory Committee flame 1l1issial'ls. Rev. W. P. Brink rcporter. 

(Cl. Arts. 86, 99) pres~nts the following: 

I. THE SCOPE OF ClnJRCH EXTENSION. 

A. Nlaterial: Report No. 14 (Supplement 14.) 

R History: 
1. The problem of the scope of church extension was brought to 

the attention of the Church by the General Committee for Home Mi,
sions in its report to the Synod of 1949. (See Acts, 1949, pp. 228ff.) 

a. The problem stated by the committee is as follows: "Hence the 
question and the problem, 'what is the scope of Church Extension? 
Must it be limited to those that are without, the sheep that have strayed, 
and the members that have settled in communities removed from our' 
church centers; or does it also include church extension activities within 
our church centers" in the promotion and establishment of new congre
gations? 

b. In seeking to solve the problem the committee called attention 
to· the fact that the. Home Mission Order (Art. 3, a and c) mentions 
"ncw fields within the bounds" of the Classes. The comn~ittee then 
adds: "What is the significance of the term 'possible new fields'? 
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Must it be limited to the unchurched and the wandering sheep within 
or removed from our church centers? Or does it include areas with:'n 
the vicinity of these church centers where also the members of our 
churches have taken up residence? We deem that the term includes 
the latter as well as the former." 

c. Upon the basis of this interpretation the General Home Missions 
Committee recommended a declaration, 

(1) "That it belongs to the scope of Church Extension to interest 
itself actively in the membership of our church .which locates in new 
residential areas within and/or adjacent to our church centers. 

(2) "That when in our large churches personal and pastoral care, 
and the needed supervision over the life of the membership is difficult 
to attain, the organization of new congregations deserves promotion; 
and that our Home Missionaries are available .for assistance to realize 
that obj ective. 

(3) "That in these Church Extension activities the principle of 
consistorial authority and supervision must remain duly recognized." . 

d. We ought to notice that the General Home Missions Committee 
posed a problem and suggested new regulations, or declarations, BUT 
the committee only assumed and never established that the scope of 
Church Extension included the membership of our church within or 
adjacent to our church centers. 

2. The advisory committee of Synod of 1949 recognized the problem 
posed by the General Home Missions Committee - "Briefly stated 
the problem is this: must church extension be limited to those that 
are without, the dispersed brethren of the faith and the unchurched, 
or'does church extension have a larger scope including 'our own church 
centers where conditions warrant the promotion and establishment -of 
new congregations." The advisory committee of 1949 did not seek to 
answer the problem itself but "deemed that the information q.nd 
recon1mendations . . . have much merit." 

3. Upon the recommendation of the advisory committee, Synod of 
1949 gave a twofold mandate to the study committee. There is, however, 
a discrepancy between the problem posed and the mandate given. In
stead of committing the problem to a study committee, the mandate 
assumes that the Problem has been solved and so stipUlates not that the 
problem but rather that "the report dealing with the Scope of Church 
Extension be given to a committee for further study." Observe that the 
committee of three appointed to study f'the report" had two members 
who helped frame the original report. 

Assuming again that the basic problem had been settled, a second 
stipulation was made "That this committee formulate the required 
change in the preamble of the Home Mission Order." 

\ 
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4. We "ow turn to the Study Committee report before our Synod. 
The committee did not enter into a study of the scope of church ex
tension but rather into the secondary matter. "Upon reflection we were 
convinced that the latter was the intent of Synod and that OUf mandate 
confined itself to a reformulation of the preamble." (Agenda, Report 
No. 14, p. 82.) This means that the committee believed that Synod 1949 
had itself in its mandate prejudged the conclusion. 

5. At this point we ought to note that there are several things wrong 
with the procedure which was taken. 

a. T~e report instead of the basic problem was committed for study. 
b. The study itself was inhibited by the presumption that the 

problem was solved. 
c. The committee "confined itself to, a r~forI11ulation of the preamble." 

'd. The recommendations of the study committee are a mere repetition 
of the recommendations of the previous General Home 1\1ission Board 
report plus a reformulation of the preamble. 

e. Neither the Home :i\1issions Committee, nor the Synodical advisory 
committee of 1949, nor the present study committee have shown that 
the "promotion and establishment of new congregations in our church 
centers". or adjacent areas ought on the basis of sound principle to be 

. included in the work of our Home Missions Committee or in the Home 
Mission Order. Apparently historical precedent had led to the con
clusion proposed. Our pradices ought to be determined by principles, 
not vice-versa. 

6. U pop. the basis of this history your advisory committee concludes 
that the crucial problem of the scope of Church Extension has not 
be.en properly studied, and that the judgment to which the committee 
came and upon which the suggested reformulation of the preamble 
of the mission order rests has no adequate grounds. 

C. Recommendations: 
1. That Synod do not adopt the recommendations of the study 

committee. Grounds: 
The essential problem which led to the appointment of the study 
committee has not been adequately studied or satisfactorily 
answered. Adopted. 

2. That Synod appoint a new committee to study the specific 
problems posed: "vVhat is the scope of Church Extension? Must it be 
limited to those that are without, the sheep that have strayed, and the 
members that have settled in communities removed from our church 
centers; or does it also include the promotion and establishment of new 
congregations among our Own members, and in our own church 
centers?" Grounds.' 
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a. The mandate of the Synod of 1949 was confusing. 
b. Such a study should procede any change in the Home Mission 

Order. (Cf. Art. 160, VI.)· Adopted. 

II. BACK TO GOD HOUR C01ovnTTEE. 
A. Materia}: Synod of 1950 requested this advisory committee to 

come with recoi.nmeudations with respect to the membership and 
tenure of office on the Back to God Hour Committee. 

B. RecoJ1tmcndations: 
1. That two members be added to the present committee, making its 

membership 12 instead of 10. Grounds: 
,a .. This will facilitate' a systematic plan of retirement. 
b. This will insure greater continuity. 
c. This will make broader representation possible. Adopted. 
2. That Synod limit th~ tenure of office to two successive three-year 

terms. Adopted. 
3. That Synod refer the matter of the composition of this committee 

to the CommiWle on Appointments. (Cf. Art. 160, VI.) Adopted. 

III. CHAPLAIN COMMITTEE. 

A. M ateriols: Report No. 38 (Supplement 38.) 
B. Recommendations: 
1. That Synod thank the Chaplain Committee for its work. Adopted. 
2. That Chaplain Dick J. Oostenink, Jr., continues to be a minister 

of the Newton, N. J., consistory. Receh~ed as information. 
3. That Synod grant Chaplain E. J. Holtrop the privilege of 

briefly addressing our body, if he is present. Adopted. 

IV. CANADIAN RELIEF . FUND. 

A. Materials: Report No. 39 (Supplement 39.) 
B. Recol1'tJnendation: 
That Synod thank the Canadian Relief Committee and the diaconate 

of the Chatham Church for th~ir ·work. Adopted. 

V. THE CALVINIST RESETTLE!llENT SERVICE Cm'>'lMITTEE FOR DIS-

PLACED PERSONS. 

A. Materials: Reports No. 21, 21-B (Supplements 21, 21-B.) 
B. Recmnmenda.tions,' 
1. That Synod thank the Calvinist Resettlement Service Committee 

for its work. Adopted. 
2. That Synod approve the Calvinist Rese'ttlement Service program 

in cooperation with the American Hungarian Federation, which has 
been inaugurated thronghout our chnrches .in the United States. 
Adapted. 
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3. That Synod continue the Committee which is activating this 
denominational program according to the mandate given by the Synod 
of 1949. Adbpted. 

4. (See Report No. 21-B.) That Synod appoint Miss Agnes Flonk, 
·'Assistant Secretary, as an additional member of the committee ia 
view - of her competent and responsible serviCes as Corresponding 
Secretary and the, virtual necessity that she attend every meeting of 
the committee, Synod rejected this recommendation. 

5. That' Synod recommend this program to all OUf' churches and 
urge their wholehearted cooperation. (Cf. Art. 157.) Adopted. 

VI. CHuRCH EXTEKSION' AND NEIGHBORHOOD EVANGELISM. 

A. Material: 
Overture No. 23 - "That Synod appoint a study committee for the 

specific purpose of properly and dearly stating the line of d.emarcatiol1 
between the mandate and policy of the General Home Mission Com
mittee to evangelize the unchufched and' unconverted population v£ 
pur nation, and the program' called 'Neighborhood evangelism,' former
ly called 'City Mission Work,' as it is sponsored and supervised by 
local consistories of our denomination. Simply stated the problem 
is: 'What is th~ distinction between this phase of Church Extension 
and Neighborhood Evangelism?'" . 

B. Rec01nmendations: 
1. That Synod assign to a study committee the task of defining the 

line of demarcation between the functions and sphe'res of denomination
al mission agencies and the mission task of local church.es, and also 
their relations to each other. Grounds: 

a. Past Synodical decisions, as Overture No. 23 indicates, have 
adopted resolutions which tend to confusion !on this score. 

b. There are concrete instances of duplication and confusion of 
effort in the relations, of local churches and denominational 
agencies in respect of mission endeavor. (Cf. Ground -4, a and 
b of overture.) Adopted. . 

2. That this study be assigned to the committee appointed for the 
study of the problems raised by the report of the' committee on "The 
Scope of Church Extension." Ground: 

These various Home l\1issioll problems are closely interrelated, 
and should be studied in the context of one whole. (Cf. Art. 160, 
VI.) Adopted. 

ARTICLE 122 
The Advisory Committee on Budget Matters,. Mr. F. L. Winters 

reporting, presents the following: 
1. THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
A. llIaterial: Report No.1 (Supplen,ent 1.) 
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B. Recommendation: 
Synod received this report \vith thapks and recomm~nd this cause 

to be placed on the accredited list. (For American Churches only,) 
Adopted. 

2. THE BRITISH AND F ORErGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

A. Material: Report No.2 (Supplement 2.) 

B. Recommendation: 
Synod receive this report with thanks and place this cause on the 

accredited list of causes for the Canadian chnrches only. Adopted. 

3. THE REFORMED BIBLE INSTITUTE. 

A. Material: Report No. 34 (Supplement 34.) 
B. Recommendation: 
Synod receive this report as information and place this cause 011 

the recommended list of accredited causes. 

4. NETHERLANDS REHABILITATION COMMITTEE. 

A. Material: Report No. 50 (Supplement 47.) 
Your committee has examined the _ report of the above captioned 

committee which reports fully the detailed receipts and disbl1rsement3. 
All funds have been expended, leaving no balance on hand JUIle 13, 
1950. 

B. Recommendations: 
1. To convey our hearty thanks to all the churches and individuals 

who so generously contributed to this worthy cause. Adopted. 
2. That Synod express its gratitude to the members of this com

mittee for the excellent work done. Adopted. 
3. That the records of the committee be deposited with the Stated 

Clerk of Synod for filing. Adopted. 

S. HUNGARIAN RELIEF. • 

A. Material: Report No. 32 (Supplement 32.) 
The report of this organization_ has been carefully scrutinized and 

found in order by your committee. 
'B. Recommendation: 

. That this cause be approved by Synod for one or more offering;. 
Adopted. 

6. GERMAN & HUNGARIAN SPIRITUAL R,ELIEF. 

A. Material: Report No.7 (Supplement 7.) 
The Budget Committee has carefully examined the financial report 

of this committee and acquiesces in the opinion of the committee that 
no further offerings are necessary 011 account of substantial balance 
on hand. Received as information. 
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7. HUGUENOT RELIEF PROJECT. 
A. Material: Report No. 31 (Supplement 31.) 
The financial report of this orga'nization has been care full y examined 

and has the approval of your: committee. 
B. Recommendation: 

. That this cause be approved for one or 1110re offerings. Adopted. 

8. AlIERICAN HOhIE BIBLE LEAGUE. 

A. Material: Overture No. 39. 
Two representatives of this organization appeared before the Budget 

Committee and explained their work in considerable detail, and 'al~o 
submitted a financial report. 

B. ReC01n1nendations: 
1. That Synod approve this cause and place on the accredited list. 

Grounds: 
This organization distributes and furnishes Bibles directly to 
homes, and works in close cooperation with many of .our churches. 
Bibles for homes are furnished without cost. Adopted. 

2. That Synod appoint a 1iason man to this organization. (ef. Art. 
160, VL) 

He is to keep in close contact with this organization to keep Synod 
informed as to the work done. This Hasan man, however, is not to 
hold an office in the organization. He is to report to Synod annually 
as to the scope and operations of the work done by this league. (Re
port continued in Art. 145.) Adopted, 

ARTICLE 123 
Elder J. Buwalda closes the session with prayer. 

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 22, 1950 

Thirteenth Session 

ARTICLE 124 
Rev. Jerry Pot! requests Synod to sing Number 141, Psalter-Hymnal 

and leads in prayer. 
ARTICLE 125 

. The roll is called and all delegates are present. Mr. A. Jager takes 
the place of M. Triestram, and expresses his agreement with the 
"Forms of Unity." 

ARTICLE 126 
The clerk reads the minutes of the eleventh and twelfth sessions and 

Synod approves. 
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ARTICLE 127 
The A{LvisorY Committee on Indian and Foreign Missions, (Cf. Arts: 

84, 94, 98), Dr. P. Y. De Jong. reporter, prese~ts the following 
matters: 

1. ~1ISSION POLICY. 

A. Materials: Agenda Report No. 12, Section Two, B., p. 44 
(Supplement 12).; Supplementary Report No. 12-A, Section Two, B 
(Supplement 12-A); Agenda Report No. 49 (In file of Stated Clerk); 
Overture No. 5 (Classis Pella); Overture.No. 11 (Classis Minnesota); 
Overture. No. 12 parts II and III (Consistory of Hollandale); Over
ture No. 35 (Classis Kalamazoo); Study Committee' Report on 
"Indigenous Mission Policy" (Schaver-Steigeng'a-De Koekkoek) (In 
file of Stated Clerk); Boer pamphlet: Our Mission Budget and the 
Indian Field; General Conference pamphlet. Our Indian Missions .. -
Pietistic 01~ Reformed?; Preliminary Report of the Advisory Com
mitte.e (In file of Stated Clerk). 

B. Anal~lsis of the situation: 
Your Committee has found itself in a most difficult ,position from 

the very moment when it began to deal with the whole ll1atter' of 
mission policy as we were confronted with it in the material presented 
for our consideration. 

First .of all, we sought very carefully to analyze and delineate the 
materials. We have among other things a report of what the Board 
has done as it attempted to meet the situation created by differences 
of opinion and conviction concerning fundamental po1ici~s. For a long 
time the Board has been considering the question of the Indigenou's 
Church Plan. Not only the Board but also Christian Reformed Synod, 
upon several occasions (Acts 1942, p. 237, p. 67; Acts 1944, p. 219, 
etc.) declared themselves as heartily favoring the ideal' of establishing 
indigenous (strictly, native) churches on OUf mission fields, including 
OUf Indian Mission Field., 

However,' the difficulties arose in connection with the methods which 
were to be pursued in attempting to attain to this ideal. Therefore 
the Board appointed a Stt1dy Committee at its February meeting which 
made a preliminary ,study of the matter and presented its convictions 
as to how this ideal wa!? to be l;eached. This is Report No. 49, to which 
the Board- expressed its "substantial agreement." However, the Board 
felt that it was by no means ready to conunit itself at that time on all . 
the details of that report. Thus it appointed that same Committee to 
draw up a more elaborate explication of these resolutions, for the pur-
pose of presenting them to Synod, if the Executive Committee approved 
of that further explication. Although the Executive Committee could 
not see its way c1e'ar ~o endorse that further explication (Schaver-
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'De Koekkoek-Stcigenga Report) because, to its mind, this Committee 
had exceeded its mandate especially in dealing with the question 0 f 
institutions in Chapter V, yet it decided to send that report on to Synoel 
for study. 

Before the Board met, the Rey. H. R. Boer published his pamphlet 
which dealt- among other matters, with virtually the same problem.' 

II' In that pamphlet the Rev. Boer sought to express his convictions on 
how this problem of attaining the ideal should be met. He had ad
vacated, the strictly indigenous policy of workilig toward this ideal 
by insisting that the native Christian groups should be self-supporting, 
self-governing and self-propagating. In the conclusion of his pamphlet 
he advocated ten recommendations of putting this policy into effect 
on the Indian field which should serve as a basis for further study 
and action on this whole matter. To thi~ pamphlet the General Con
fel-cnee, consisting of our force on the Indian :Missioll Field, has re
plied in its pamphlet which recommended that the present policy of 
doing mission work on the Indian field be maintained and defended 
by Synod and the Board. These inissionaries were convinced that the 
policy advocated by the Ht.:v. Boer was not the only way in which 
Reformed mission work could be carried on. They ~lso declared that 
they believe that the adoption of the Boer recommendations will mean 
the complete overthrow of all the work which we as a denomination 
have tried to accomplish on that field. 

vVhat has measurably complicated the situation' \vas the seemingly 
conflicting policy of our Board. On the one hand they have constantly 
insisted on the ideal of a completely native Christian community ami 
church, while on the other hand they have authorized sizeable ex
pansion which large numbers in the church could not regard as being 
in harmony with that ideal. We have reference especially to the action 
taken by the same February Board meeting which claimed to be in 
I'substantial agreement" ,vith the report of the study committee (Re
port No,' 49) and yet saw fit to authorize the immediate erection of the 
High School building at the cost of some $85,000, This was unwise 
first of all in the light of the fact that for a long time there had been 

.no general ,agreement 'within the Board on the matter of 'such expan
sion. Many members have ,serious misgivings. Surely the appointment 
of the study committee at its Board meeting and the decision' that it 
was in "substantial agreement" \yith its recommendations can hardly 
be harmonized with th€ decision to jeopardize the position of that 
committee which occurred by passing the resolt;ttion to build. Even 
though technically the Board G\n justify its actions in this regard by 
appealing to decisions of previous Synods, there were several members 
i~l the Board who desired to postpone action for four months (until 
this session of Synod) and the decision was passed by a very small 
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majority. Wc believc that it would have been far better for the reputa
tion of the Board and welfare of the Indian missions if this crucial de
cision had been postponed. 

Meanwhile the whole subject of mission policy with specific reference 
to its application on the Indian Mission Field ,occasioned widespread 
agitation and debate throughout the church. Out of this were born the 
several overtures which are officially before us at this time. ' 

Your Committee, in order to come to a proper evaluation of this 
material, has held several long sessions devoted exclusively to this 
matter. We have sought the advice of recognized leaders in the field 
of Reformed mission work, specifically Prof. J. H. Bavinck 'of the 
Netherlands, Professor-elect H. R. Boer, and Dr. J. C. De Korne. 
We have also conferred with the Rev. A. H. Smit of our China field, 
the Rev. F. Vander Stoep representing General Conference, and the 
Rev. J. L. Schaver, member of the Board and secretary of the special 
Study Committee appointed by the Board. 

We have come to the Synod with our preliminary recommendations 
in the morning session of Tuesday, June 20, for the purpose of attain
ing greater clarification of the problem and ascertaining the mind of 
Synod on the matter. After our report was read, speeches were made 
by certain mission leaders, and a general discussion prevailed. rhen 
the Synod referred the matter to us again. Thereafter your Com
inittee with the leaders above mentioned held a four hour session and 
further discussed the subject. As a result of all these labors we now 
come to Synod with our present report and recommendations which 
we trust will serve to guide Synod and the churches towards a solution 
of the problems raised and also answer the specific overtures before it. 

The problem as your Committee sees it is not that of the ideal of a 
completely indigenous church on our mission -fields. On this, as far as 
we could ascertain, there is complete agreement among the missionaries, 
in the Board, and throughout the churches. This has repeatedly been 
declared by Synods and in our church papers, and there has never been 
any protest, whether official or other-vvise, registered against this ideal. 
The problem lies rather in the method by which this ideal shall be 
reached on our fields with specific reference to the use of educational' 
and medical institutions in connection with the work of evangelizing 
the natives, particularly on the Indian field. This problem, we are con
vinced, must be met frankly and fearlessly by Synod and the churches. 
~n the light of this conviction we make our recommendations at this 
time. 

c. Recont1nendations: 
1. That Synod appoint a Study Committee to report to' the Synod 

of 1952. (Cf. Arts. 153, 160, VL) Adopted. 
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2. That Synod instruct the Board to maintain the Hstatus quo" on 
our Indian field until this Study Committee report shall have been 
acted on. This means that no further expansion of personnel and/or 
buildings shall take place on the Indian Mission field, including such 
projects which may have already received Synodical approval but as 
yet have not been carried out. Adopted. 

3. That Synod accede to the overture of the consistory of Hollandale, 
Minn., (No. 12, II) "to instruct our force onthelndian field to apply 
themselves in their work strictly and only according to the adopted 
report on indigenous churches (Acts 1942,99, 69f£)." Adopted. 

4. That Synod do not accede to the overture of the consistory of 
Hollandale, Minn., (No. 12, III) and the overture of Classis Minn., 
(No. 11.) Grounds: 

These requests are premature in view of Synod~s appointment of 
a Study Committee. Adopted. 

5. That Synod declare that the above recommendations contain it$ 
answer to overtures of Classis Pella (No.5) and Classis Kalamazoo 
(No. 35.) (Report continued in Art. 130.) Adopted. 

ARTICLE 128 
Elder J. C. Goris closes the morning session vvith prayer. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 22, 1950 

Fourteenth Session 

ARTICLE 129 
Rev. E. Tanis requests Synod to sing 176 and l~ads in prayer. 

ARTICLE 130 
The Advisory Committee on Indian and Foreign Missions, (~f. 

Arts. 84, 94, 98, 127), Dr. P. Y. De J ong reporting, presents the 
following: 

I. l\t!rSSION EXPANSION PROGRA)'L 

Preliminary Remarks: 
Your Advisory Committee, having made a careful and prayerful 

investigation of aU the material relative to mission expansion which 
was preS}211ted to it, feels constrained to make the following prelimi
nary remarks. 

For some time out Christian Reformed Church has experienced a 
growing interest among its members in the "\-vorld-wide challenge of 
Christian missions. Time and again new fields have been brought to 
the attention of the Board by consistories, classes and members of 
our congregations. Throughout the world doors of golden opportu-
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nity for the spread of the gospel are being opened. In many lands the 
old religions arc in a process of disintegration and have lost their hold 
on lal-ge masses. Such a situation, fostered -by the spirit of secularism 
which is _prevalent ill the Orient ·as w.ell', as in our Western lands, pro
vides fertile ground for Communistic propaganda. The ease' with 
whicl( this way of thought and life, so diametrically opposed to the 
blessed gospel of our Lord and Savior, has ,found entrance into such 
lands as China, India' allcl Indonesia makes it imperative that all Chris
tian churches who love the truth of the gospel and .seek to be true to 
the Great Co'l1l111ission rise to meet the challenge. VI/ e.- believe that 
Christianity and not Communism is the only hope of a world lost in 
sin and darkness. Thus we have not hesitated in the least to make the 
i'ccommendations which arc found in this section of .our report. 

Very c~refully we have weighed also the financial obligations which 
our recommcI)dations, if adopted, will involve. For the sake of clarity 
on this matter at the outset we list these here. 

For Indonesia ....................................... , ..... " ....... $8,400 
For Nigeria ................................................... , .. 15,400 
For Japan .................................................... '...... 8,400 
For India ... " ...................................................... 14,400 

$46,600 
As Synod will readily see, all these fields together will not cost the ' 

church nearly as much as the adopted budget of 1950 for China, which 
totalled no less than $88,400. 

Vl e trust that in this mid-century year of deepening gloom througl).
out' a world which is alienated from God our church with its heritage 
of the pure gospel· will eagerly seize the opportunities which Godin 
His providence has granted her. Thus in a larger measure than 'ever 
before we will be fulfilling Christ's command, "Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to the whole creation." 

A. N EW :MlSSIO~ FIELDS. 

1. Material: 
Overture Alo. 27 - in which Classis Hudson overtures Synod to 

appoint a Study Committee to report to the Synod of 1951 on new 
mission fields. 

2. Reconunendat-ion: 

Advisory Committee recommends that S}~nod. do not accede to this 
overture. Grounds: 

a. The Board of J\!Iissions has already been investigating sevel~al 
fields for some time, so that further study is not essential-before 
a decision is reached. 
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b. Our churches have been alerted to these possibilities of expan' 
sian for many months, and several congregations and classes 
tirge action at this Synod. 

c. This Synod has expert advice available on several of the' fields, 
of which the Advisory Committee has made use. \Ve refer to 
Dr. Bavinck on Indonesia, the Professor-elect H. Boer on Ni
geria, and the Rev. A. H. Smit On Japan and Korea. 

d. Several of the Board proposals seek only tentative approval of 
the fields, ·at this time. Final action cannot be taken on such 
caSes but will necessarily be postponed until, future Synods. 
Adopted. 

B. INDONESIA, 

1. klaterial: Report No. 12, section Seven C. (Supplement 12). 
Report No. 12-A, section Seven C. (Supplement 12-A.) 

2. Historical Background: 
In connection ,vith the material 'presented in 'the Board report, we 

wish to call Synod's attention to the following: 
a. We have an official request from the Gereformeerde Kerkcl1 of 

the Netherlands to enter this field of labor. 
b. We are. asked not for direct financial aid. to be given to their 

mission work but rather that we take on a field of labor for our- ' 
selves and work this in cooperation with them. 

c. vVe are urged to \'lork in such cooperation because of the great 
need in Java and the possibility of such cooperation between, 
two bodies who are historically and spiritually so much alike. 

d. We have been urgeu -by these churches to give attention espe
cially to the JliIission field in Central Java, immediately adja
cent to the field. of the "Gereformeerde Kerken" in South Cen
tral 'Java. This :Mission which has 'always sustained close re
lation to the work of the "Gerefonneerde 'Kerkcll" has been 
deprived of workers and funds during and ,after the 'war, since 
both workers and funds, came almost exclusively fro111 Germany. 

3. Recommetu;lat'ion: 
That "Synod authorize the Executive Committee of the Christian 

Reformed Board of :Missions to send a maximum of two ordained 
missionaries to Indonesia for three years for service in Indonesia 
111lder the direction of the Christian Reformed Boa'rd of J.1Iissions and 
in cooperation with the "Zendings Deputatcn of the Gereformcerde 
)(erken" subject to the following stipulation~: 

a. In accordance with our l\-1ission Order they shall be called and 
sent out by local churches," and their ministeri~l status will remain 
with those local churches. 

b. In accordance \vith the }\Ilission Order their work will. be regn·· 
lated by the Christian Reformed Board of JliIissions which is hereby 
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authorized to ct!ect a working arrangement with the "Zcndings Depu
taten of the Gcreformccrde Kerken in the Netherlands" and, if found 
necessary and feasible, with the native cl~urches of Indonesia. 

c. A two-fold mandate shall DC given to the missionaries to be sent 
out: 

1) After the necessary language study and orientation they shaH 
perform actual mission work in Indonesia; 

2) They shall serve as 'representatives of the Christian H.eformcd 
Church of North America" to make a careful stud)T of the entire situa
tion in Indonesia to the end that they may be able to submit a report 
to the board and Synod regarding a possible long-term progral~ for 
our church in Indonesia, with full information regarding conditions 
of labor, opportunities, and costs. Adopted. 

C. NIGERIA. 

1. Maie,.;al: Report No. 12, Section Six E (Supplement I?). Re
port No. l2-A, Section Six E (Supplement l2-A). 

2. Historical Background: 
In connection with the material presented by the Board \;,,'c would 

call attention to the following: 
a. The Mission of the Dutch Reformed Church of South Africa 

has rcquested us to take over a portion of their field as outlined in 
the report, since it cannot adequately· take care of the needs there due 
to its commitments on mission work in the homeland. 

b. This ne\v arrangemcpt of doing mission work by our church 
mects with the enthusiastic endorsement of the native Christians in 
that area . 

. c. The church which has begun the work in that area· is crcdally 
closely related to our church. 

d. The area which we are asked to take over is geographically part 
of the ten-:itory in which we are already working. 

e. This proposal is urged by our Nigerian missionaries who feel 
the necessity of expanding our work in this direction. 

3. RCC0l1'L11"tel1dations: 
a. That Synod authorize the Board through the Nigerian Confer

ence to effectuate the transfer of the mission area of the Dutch Re
fomled Church of South Africa lying east of the Katsina Ala river 
to our church as a new mission responsibility in such a manner and 
at as early a date as shall be mutually satisfactory to both the D.R.C.M. 
and our mission. Adopted. 

b. That Synod authorize the sending out of the following mission
aries (if available) 
, for 1950 - one ordained man, one teacher and one nurse; 

for 1951- one ordained man and \lne teacher. Adopted. 
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ARTICLE 130 59 

D. JAPAN. 

1. Material: Heport No. 12, Section Seven D, (Supplement 12) . 
. Heport No. 12-A, Section Seven D, (Supplement 12-A). 

Overture No. 36 (Classis Kalamazpo). 
Overture No. 41 (Prospect Park, Paterson). 
Heport to Mission Board by Hev. A. H. Smit (in file of Stated 

Clerk) . 

Overture No. 49 (Lagrave Ave., Grand Rapids). 
2. Historica! Background. 
Because of the tremendous interest of our churches in the opportu

nities for doing mission work in J apau, our Board has during recent 
months seriously investigated the possibilities. It has carried on cor
respondence with the Rev. Mr. Takaoki of the Reformed Church in 
Japan, who askesl for an official representative of OUf church to con
fer with the ministers of his denomination. The Board thereupon dele
gated the Hev. A. H. S",it to investigate this field and present his 
recommendations. The brother has very willingly carried out his mau
date and presented his report. However, due to lack of time the Board 
could not pass on this and has therefore referred the matter to Synod. 
Your committee has discussed this matter in full with Rev. Smit. 

3: Rec01nmendation: 
a, To open up evangelistic work in the Tokyo and/or Sendai areas 

by sending two ordained' missionaries to Japan between now and the 
next Synod. Adopted. 

b. To authOt"ize the Board to carry out this decision in accordance 
with the "Present Concrete Proposals" as outlined in the Smit report, 
as follows: Adopted. 

a. The Reformed Church of Japan desires to remain completely 
independent and does not wish to be absorbed by the Mission. There
fore it is felt missionaries should not become members of the Presby
tery. Also, "\vherever work is carried on in a church, such work should 
be done under supervision of or at least in consultation with the local 
pastor. 

b. The Mission will want to carryon its work independently; how
ever, it is thought advisable that the Presbytery be consulted regard
ing the opening of new stations and the hiring of associates. 

c. If the Lord blesses the work of the Mission the resulting con
gregations are to become part of the Reform,ed Presbytery. 

d. The question of support for needy pastors was also raised. It 
was agreed that the Mission should not pay even a part of the pas
tors' salaries. However, it might be possible to obtain special grants 
from home for special projects. Also to supplement their salaries, 
pastors might do outside evangelistic work, under supervision of a 
joint committee of Mission and Church. Adopted. 
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c. To instruct the Budget Committee· to make the necessary finan
cial arrangements for this work by incorporating in the Budget for 
Mission 'Vork the following: 

for Japan -$8,400 for both 1950 and 1951. Grounds: 
This amount is also stipulated for the new field in Indonesia, 
and since the )i.nancial needs for effectuating this' work arc par
allel, this amount ought to be sufficient. Adopted. 

E. K.oHEA. 
1. Material: 
Agenda Report Xo. 12, Section Seyen E, (Supplement 12}. 
Agenda Report No. 12-A, (SupplCl1lClit 12-A). 
Report to i\1iss,iol1 Board by Rev. A. H. Sni.it - (in file of stated 

clerk) . 
2. RecommeJldation: 
\V c recommend that in the light of the existing conditions 111 the 

Korean Church as describql by the Rc'~. A. H. Smit, Synod decide 
not to pursue the matter of work in l(orea further- at this time. 
Adapted. (Heport continued in Art. 149.) 

ARTICLE 131 
Dr. J. C. De Korne and Dr. H. S. \i\Tierenga request synod to expres,; 

'itself specifically on: 1. Proceeding with the building -of the Zuni 
chapd, 2. The remodelling of the Gallup residence fpr the missionary 
assistant, 3. The building of the home at Rehoboth for white children 
and the remodelling of the old go\:ern'ment school building. This re
quest._ was referred to the advisory committee on Indian and ',Foreign. 
missions to report at a later session. (cf. Art. 153.) 

ARTICLE 132 
The officers of . the synod of 1950 conyinced that our rules for 

sY~lOdical procedure are· in many instances too technical and too de
tailed, unsuited to a deliberative assembly, such as our synod, recom
mend that Synod decide to appoint a study committee to prepare the 
draft of an abbreviated ailc}" simplified set of rules. This committee 
is to report either in 1951 or 1952. (d. Ai-I. 160, VI). Adapted. 

ARTICLE 133 
Synod decides to meet in an everting session from 7 :30 to 9 :30 p.m. 

and elder B. De .Jager closes the afternoon session with thanksgiving. 

THURSDAY EVENING, JUNE 22, 1950 
Fifteenth Session 

ARTICLE 134 
Hev. F. Vander Stoep leads in deyotions. Synod Sl11gs No. 38, 

Psalter I:Iymnal. 
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ARTICLE 135 
Elder A. "larnaar, fraternal delegate, of the Reformed Churches 

of the Netherlands, info{-ms Synod that his church is sending an ab
-server to attend the Second Congress of the International Council of 
Christian Churches to meet in Geneva, Switzerland. He expresses ~t 
desi.re that OUf church also send a delegate to said COl1\Tcntion, and 
that our church give a thorough consideration to the Lee.C. as \v{.' 
have done on the N.A.E. Synod decides to sustain the decision adopted 
at an eadier session. (d. Art. 120.) 

ARTICLE 136 
Rev. J. L. ~chaver, co-author of the IVlajority of the study commit

tee on A,·tieles 6 and" 12 of the Church Order (Agenda Report 26) 
is given the privilege of the floor to speak in defense of their recom
mendations. Rev. M. ~10nsn~a, author of the Minority opinion is 
given privilege to elucidate his recommendations. (See Agenda Re~ 
port 26-B) (See Supplement 26). 

Synod t.abled both recommendations and adopted the revised rec
ommendations which read as follows: 

Synod of 1950 hereby f\llcs that whenever a church desires to caU 
a minister fOf some type of ministerial service according to the pro
vision of Art. 6 of the Church Order, it shall not proceed to do so 
,vithout the approval of its Classis meeting in full session. No church 
shall proceed- to call a minister. to labor in an institution of mercy, or 
in an educational institution, or -to labor in any, other extraordinary 
field or capacity, unless its Classis is persuaded that the proposed task 
is indeed ministerial, spiritual in character, ami compatible with the 
ordination vows of the ministry, and 'with the work of the l11in~stry 
as designated in the Church Order. 

Synod also declares that the calling of ministers to serve as Bibl9 
Teachers at our Christian High Schools is -:-- as a rule - neither nec
essary nor advisable. Synod v·muld definitely discourage this practice. 

Synod furthermore calls the attention of the churches to the fact 
that ministers who occupy extraordinary fields of labor according to 
the provisions of Art. 6 of the Church Order are expected to submit 
themselves to all the requirements of the Church Order, just as all 
regularly charged ministers are required to do, and the consistories 
concerned shall supervise the labors of these ministers, as they ~uper
vise the labors of all regularly charged ministers. Adopted. 

ARTICLE 137 
Elder H. Bratt closes this session in: prayer-, 
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FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 23, 1950 

Sixteenth Session 

ARTICLE 138 
Dr. J. C. De Korne conducts the devotions and requests Synod to 

sing No. 329 of our Psalter Hymnal and leads in prayer. 

ARTICLE 139 
The roll is called and all delegates are present with the exception 

of elder L J. Last. Elder P. Van Houten has taken the place of elder 
H. Bratt and expresses his agreement with the HFofms of Unity." 

ARTICLE 140 
Synod in executive session considers the report of the Advisory 

Committee Ed"catiollal Matters, re the appointment of ML Gordon 
Buter as Business Manager of Calvin College. The, recommendation, 
that Mr. Buter be appointed to this position is approved by Synod. 
(Report continued in Art. 154.) 

ARTICLE 141 
The Advisory Committee, Chltrc), Order, (d. Arts. 69, 79, 103, 

109), Rev. W. Heynen reporter, presents the following matters: 

1. ARTICLE 68 OF THE CHURCH ORDER AND CATECHISM PREACHING. 

A. Material: Overture No.1, Agenda, page 209. 
B. Recommendation: 
Synod adopt this overture and its recommendations 1Il its entirety. 

Adopted. 

II. NOMINATING OF OFFICE BEARERS. 

A . Material: 
Overture No. 25 in which the Parchment Christian Reformed 

Church overtures Synod "to declare that, in the nominating of office 
bearers, _consistories should give very weighty consideration to those 
who favor labor movements that are based on the Word of God. 

Groztntls: 
1. This would give guidance to the consistories that are confronted 

with this problem. 
2. It is in harmony with the stand taken by Synod regarding nomi

nees for office-bearers and their attitude toward the cauSe of 
Christian instruction." 

B. Advice: 
That Synod do not adopt this overture. Gro""ds.' 

The position of the church in the matter of labor unions is suffi
ciently dear to guide the Consistory in its decisions. Adopted. 
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III. SYNODICAL DIACONAL COMMITTEE. 

A. Materials: 
1. The Consistory of the Second Christian Reformed Church of 

Denver overtures Synod "to- consider the advisability of appointing a 
Synodical diaconal committee (with ~advisory powers only) composed 
of deacons, to coor.dinate the work of mercy and to act as a liaison be
t\veen diaconates within our denomination; and to provide the dia
conates with an overall picture of the needs of the poor." Overture 
No. 15, Agenda. 

2. This overture is supported by the First Christian Reformed 
Church of Denver. 

3. Adoption of this overture is further urged by a letter from the 
Consistory of Second Christian Reformed Church of Denver, eiting 
the case of stricken Vlinnipcg as an example of the need for such a 
committee. 

B. Recommen.dation: 
Although -there is much in this overture which is commendable, 

Synod declares that it deems it inadvisable to appoint such a Synodi
cal Diaconal Committee. Grounds: 

1. There is an adequate provision for filling the need which is pre
sented in Article 26 e.0. 

2. Synod should not unnecessarily multiply Synodical machinery. 
3. It is not in harmony with good Church polity that Synod as a 

presbyterial body should appoint a diaconal committee. Adopted. 

IV. REQUEST OF THE REV. T. OLDEN BURGER. 

A. Materials: (Copy on file.) 
1. A letter from Mr. T. Oldenburger applying for ministerial or 

licentiate standing in our church. He states that he is now a member 
of the First Christian Reformed Church of Grand Rapids and also 
gives a review of his training for and experience in the ministry. 

2. A transfer of the ministerial credentials of Mr. Oldenburger 
from the St. Lawrence Presbytery of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church. . 

B. Advice: 
1. That Synod reply to the letter of Mr. Oldenburger by referring 

him to Art. 9 of our Church Order according to which, -"Preachers 
without fixed charge, or othe"s who have left SOme sect, shall not be 
admitted to the ministry in the Church until they have been declared 
eligible, after careful 'examination by the classis, with the approval 
of Synod." Adopted. 

V. CHURCH ORDER REVISION. 

A. Materials: 
1. A communication -from the HDeputaten van de Generale Synode 

van de Gereformeerde I~erken in Nederland Voor de Herziening 
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Kerkorde" in which they reqt1~st that in harmony with, the decision of 
their Synod, our Synod express its judgment in favor of a revision 
of the Church Order of Dordrecht. In case we act favorably on this 
they further ask that Synod appoint a deputation to work in collabora
tion ,vith them in this inatter. 

2. A copy of the minutes of the Generale Synod;: 's-Gravenhage 
1949 pertinent to this malter. 

"De Synode, overwegende. 
\ a. clat verschill-encle artikelen def kerkenorde 'aanleicling hebben 
gegevcn en oak mctterclaad kunnen gC'ven tot misverstancl en verschil 
vall mcning; 

b. clat door cle kerken allerlei arb~id van zen ding, van -evangelisati-: 
en vall andere aard is te{ hand genomcn, die in overeenstemniing maet 
geacht ,varden met de haar door Gods \Voord toevcrtrouwde taak, en 
waarvan tach in de kerkenorde vri jwel in 't geheel niet gerept \Vordt; 

besluit: . 

]. de generale herziening van de kcrkenordc ter hand tc ncmen en 
daartoe de noclige voorbereidende maatregelen te treffcn; 

2. vijf depntaten aan tc wijzen aan wie o[igedragen wordt: 
a. zich in verbinding te stencn met. andere kerken, di~ de Dordtsche 

Kerkenorde, hctzi j gewi j zigd, hetzi j ongewi j zigd, ,onderhouden, 'ia 
't biz onder die kerkcn met welke anze kerkcn in correspondelltie staan 
om haar oordeel tc verllcmen over een generale herzicllillg van de 
kerkenorde, speciaal oak over de vrqag ii1 hoc-vcr zi j zelf behoefte 
gcvoelen aan een derge1ijkc herziening; en of zij bcreid zijn over deze 
aangelegenhcid met onze kcrken- -in overleg te tredell; 

b. zieh nader fc beraden over de wi j ze waarop en de geest waarin 
een generale herziening van de kerkenordc tot stand gebracht moet 
worden; en 

c. van hun bevindingcn onder overleggil1g van nadere voorstellen, 
rilpport uit te brengen aan de volgeude Generale Synode, welk rapp()]:t 
zovee] mogelijk zes maanden van tevoren aan de kerken zal toegez01i~ 
den worden .. 

3. A copy of the report of the advisory committee which studied 
this matter and presented the recommendation to Synode 's-Graven
hage, 1949. 

B. Advice: 
1. That Synod receive this request from our sister church with ac

knowledged appreciation. Adopted. 
2. Synod decides to study_ the request of our sister church and to 

formulate a reply which is to be presented to the next synod. (d. Art. 
160, VI). (Report continued in Art. 158.) Adopted. 
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ARTICLE 142 
The Advisory Committee, Protests and Appeals, Rev .. J. Ehlers,. 

reporter, pres~nts the follmving: 
MR. DIRK STROOBOSSCHER 

L Materials. 
A. One composition book. 
B. Two letters. (File of Stated Clerk) 

II. Synodical Decis·;o"s. 
A. Acts, 1942, Art. 59, pp. 54, 55. 
1. Synod declare that Mr. Stroobosscher, by his failure to meet 

the conditions set forth by the Synod of 1941, "forfeits the right of 
being heard at this Synod.". 

2. Synod, in view of the impossibility of discussing the case with 
wIr. Stroobossccher orally because of his deafness, and in view of our
inability to' grasp the contents of his correspondence, cannot express 
itself otherwise than to .declare that we leave the matter to the judg
ment' of God. 

B. Acts, 1943, Art. 162, p. 97. 
"Synod remihd Mr. Stroobosscher of its decisions of 1941 and 

1942 to the effect that unless he present his material with the aid of 
competent help in \ such a manner that Synod cau effectively deal with 
it, Synod is compelled to leave the matter to the judgment of God." 

In. Statement of fact. 
Mr. Dirk Stroobosscher of Chicago is not a member of the Chris

tian Reformed Church. 

IV. Recommendation. 
Synod declare that it abides by the decision of the Synods of 1942 

and 1943 to leave the matter to the judgment of God and considers the 
case closed to further .consideration. Adopted. 

MR. DAVID DYKSTRA. 

1. Material (File of Stated Clerk). 
A. A protest b)' Mr. David Dykstra against the decision of the 

Synod of 1949 in re his case versus a fonner pastor et at. 
B. A summary of the case by Mr. David Dykstra in addition to 

his protest. 
II. Content of Protest. 
. The brother expresses his dissatisfaction with respect to the proce
dure of the Synod of 1949 in disposing of his case. 

III. Request of 1\1£ r. David Dykstra. 
'~I request Synod to appoint an -honest, unbiased committee ,to ex

amine the case for the .sake of truth and justice and the good name 
and reputation of the Christian Reformed _Church." 
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IV. Decision. of Synod of 1949. . 
Synod declares that' Classis Grand Rapids \Vest has rectified the 

error referred to in Acts of Synod, 1948, p. 27, and that Mr. David 
Dykstra has received a fair trial, and consequently sustains consistory 
and Classis re membership status. (Acts, 1949, p. 32.) . 
V. Advice. 

Your committee having considered the case recommends that Synod 
do not grant the request of Mr. David Dykstra. Grmmds: 

1. The case has been settled by the consistory of the Alpine Ave. 
Christian Reformed Church, Classis Grand Rapic1s West and 
the Synods of 1948 and 1949. 

2. The present accllsat,ions of lVh-. David Dykstra against a former 
Pastor et al 'are but a repetition of the accusations previous to 
the Synod of 1948. Adopted. 

. Note 1) Prof. L. Berkhof absented himself when this case was 
discussed and considered at the advisory committee meeting. 

2) Dr. P. Y. De Jong absented himself from Synod during dis
cussion of this case, 

K. W. FORTUIN. 

I. Material: '(File of Stated Clerk.) 
A. Mr. Fortuin's Appeal to Classis Wisconsin. 
B. The answer to this Appeal by Classis Wisconsin. 
C. Mr. Fortuin's Appeal to Synod. 
D. A statement of church membership submitted by Grace church, 

KalamAAoo. 

II. Content. 
In his appeal to Synod M1'. Fortuin informs Synod that he has given 

notice of his appeal to Synod to CIassis \Visconsin, and also sent the 
CIassis a copy of his appeal. Classis did not in any way recognize the 
reception of this notice and the accompanying appeal. 

In his appeal to Classis Mr. Fortuin states that the readmission of 
a deposed minister to the ministry by the Synod of 1949 encouraged 
him to make one more attempt to seek reinstatement in the ministry 
of the Word, if it were only to the status of a pastor emeritus, and 
that he would not make any claim to any ministerial pension, except 
for his wife in case he should precede her in death. He adduces two 
grounds for his appeal: I) Years ago the CIassis already accepted 
his confession for -the past misdemeanor, so that he is now a member 
of the church in good standing; and 2) that he still fecls within him 
a strong 'urge for reinstatement into his former status. He 'concludes 
his request with an appeal f6r mercy. 

The Classis, after considering the request of Mr. Fortuin "earnest
ly and at length," de.cided to "abide by the previous decision of Octo
ber, 1945, Art. 43." The only real ground adduced for this decision 



I 
! 

f 
\ 

\ 
.~ 

I. 

ARTICLES 143, 144 67 

is given in these words: "That Classis still believes that he is not to 
be entrusted with a. congregation." No ground is given for -this, con
viction of Classis. This can hardly be regarded as an adequate 'an
swer to the present appeal of Mr. Fortuin. 

From this decision Mr. Fortuin appeals to Synod. He feels that 
Classis has not properly considered his petition in its present form, 
and does not answer it in that form. Furthermore he holds that Classis 
does not give a single ground fof its conviction that no congregation 
should be entrusted to him. One of the grounds on which he was de
posed was indicated as "character weaknesses." While he has asked 
repeatedly that these weaknesses be pointed out to him, this was never 
done. It cannot qc, denied that there are some new ,elements in Mr. 
Fortuin's appeal to Classis, that these have not received attention in 
the reply of Class is, and that Classis docs not explain why it is still 
of the opinion that no congregation should be entrusted to him. 

Under the circumstances your committee feels it extreolely diffi
cult to adjudicate this matter. Classis may be perfectly right in its 
opinion, but has said nothing to prove it; and yet this would seem to 
be required in a case of this kind. 

III. Reco11unendati01L 
Your committee advises SynoQ. to refer this matter back to Classis 

Wisconsin. (continued in Art. 145.) Adopted. 

ARTICLE 143 
Elder J. Hendriksen closes this meeting with prayer. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, Juue 23, 1950 

Seventeenth Sessiou 

ARTICLE 144 
Rev. H. Boer leads us in ottr devotions. We sing number 191. 
The Advisory Committee on Protests and Appeals, Rev. J. Ehlers 

reporting, presents the following: 

THREE BRETHREN- OF NEERLANDIA~ CANADA. 

1. Materials: (File of Stated Clerk.) 
A. A letter signed by L. Wierenga, Sr., 1. Wierenga, J. Rowaan. 
B. A letter signed by L. Wierenga. 
II .. Content: 
The above-mentioned brethren request Synod to make an investiga

tion as to the causes for-the "scheuring" in the Reformed Churches in 
the Netherlands. They would like to have us ask both church groups, 
i.e., the Gereformeerde Kerken and the Gerefo~meerde Kerken (onder-
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houdende Art. 31, K. 0.) to present their view as to the reason for 
separate church existence, and to ask the one group why it has suspended 
and deposed, and the other group why it has liberated itsd f. These 
expositiOlls are to be given on the floor of Synod by the delegates from 
these church groups, and to be based on thepfficial documents.' Tllu" 
it is claimed, our church .would be able to judge on the basis of Scrip
hire and Confession with which church we should have correspondence 
and which group should be called to repentance. In this manner we 
would fulfill our obligations to both church groups in a brotherly wav, 
it is maintained. 

III. Recommendations,' 
We recommend that Synod do not accede to this request. 
A. It is not'in our province to sit in judgment over, these churches. 
B. It is not our Christian duty to invite delegations from these 

churches for the purpose of settling their' issues. 
C. The "Gereformeerde Kerken (onderhoudende Art. 31, K. 0.)" 

is in no way prevented from directing an invitation for corrcspondenc~ 
to us. Adopted. 

MR. C. J. SCHOLTEN. 

I. Materials,' (File of Stated Clerk.) 
A. A Book of 83. pages which serves as an appeal to Synod. 
B. A three-page summary of the case by Mr. J. C. Scholten. 
C. A copy of the minutes of Classis Sioux Center pertaining to 

this case. 
D. Overture No. 10 in the Agenda for Synod 1950, page 213. 
II. The matter is legally before Synod. 
III. Summary of the history at the case. 
The C. J. Scholten case has been considered by several Synods in 

the past, and in 1940 was already declared closed. Mr. Scholten was 
reminded of this fact once again in 1947. But he keeps on coming and 
refuses to consider his case closed. The previous Synod refused to 
consider his case partly because he had neglected to send a copy -of his 

F appeal to Classis Sioux Center at the required time, and partly because 
of the material character of the appeal, in which he virtually assumed 
the role of prosecutor. From the very beginning the nature of his 
appeals ·constituted one of the maiI+ grievances against Mr. 
Scholten, and was one of the main reasons for his deposition. The 
present appeal is no exception to the rule. Even its outward appearance 
is an insult to the church. The present appeal caps all the rest of them. 
,He accused 'three of Our respected ministers, who took an active part 
in handling his case, repeatedly with transgression of the ninth· com
mandment, and one of them even with perjury. He-now requests Synod 
to annul the decision of Classis Sioux Center, by which he was depose(i, 
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and to punish the, culprits. He poses throughout the dOCtlment as a 
persecuted innocent. and never gives evidence of any true humility or 
repentance. \Vithout any consideration for the reputation of the 
ministers in question, of the Classis, and of the Church a'nd its Synods, 
he now through his pamphlet broadcasts what he regards as valid 
charges, so that the question now arises, whether this can be tolerated 
in a rncmber of the church. 

IV. Recol1unendations: 
Your committee advises Synod to declare: 
1. that Synod strongly disapproves of such ,an appeal. Adopted, 
2. That at the urgent request of the accused brethren, synod has 

examined the facts and found the accusations unwarranted and there
fore that 1\1r. Scholten owes it to the ministers involved, to' Classis 
Sioux Center ane!. to our church in general to make amends for his 
unproved accusations. Adopted. 

NOTE: Your committee received an additional letter from Mr. J. C. 
Scholten, date June 19, 1950, addressed to synod in which he requests the 
1950 ~ynod to declare him to be a mini/ster of the Christian 'Refonned 
Church in good and regular standing, eligible for a call and recommend 
him to the churches. This letter has been taken into account but does -not 
materially affect 'the case. He had a hearing before our advisory com
mittee. 

(Report continued in Art. 156.) 

ARTICLE 145 
The Advisory Co'ml:nittee Varia, Rev. J. Gee1~ reporting, presents 

, the following: 

I. THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS. 

Synod decides t6 abide by the decision of Synod 1949 that our relation 
with the N. A. E. remain in "status quo" as recorded in Acts 1949, 
page 24, until ;'ur churches have had ample opportunity to consider 
the principles set forth in the report of the study committee for the 
matter of Interchurch Affiliation (Cf. Agenda Report No. 33.) (Sup
plement No. 33.) 

Synod express itself as follows on our affiliation with the N. A. E. 
a. Synod continue our membership in the N. A. E. for another 

year. 
b. Synod express' its emphatic disapproval of such activities of the 

N. A. E. as the following: 
(1) Its strong emphasis upon revivalism and mass evangelism. 

sponsored by the N. 'A. E. itself. 
(2) Its actual Gospel preaching in name of the' N. A. E. and pro

motion of such efforts; its regional evangelistic activities under the 
banner of the N. A. E. and unchecked from N. A. E. headquarters; 
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and the emphases in these activities which militate against OUf own 
principles of truth. 

c. Synod instr11ct its delegates and our representatives on the Boarel 
oJ Administration of the N. A. E. to bring these objections to the 
attention of the N. A. E. in order that the declared policy of the Associa
tion on evangelism shall be enforced. 

d. Synod recommend the N. A. E. to our constituency for one offer
ing during the next year. (Cf. Art. 157.) 

e. Synod appoint delegates to the 1951 N. A. E. Convention. (Cf. 
Art .. 160, VI.) Adopted. 

It RADIO MINISTER'S LEAVE- OF ABSENCE. 

A. Material: Communication No. 1 and Supplement 48. 
This communication consists of a protest by the Rev. t. Kooistra 

against the action of Synod 1949, Art. 106, C, 2, and maintains that , 
this action is in conflict with Art. 14 of the Church Order as interprete,] 
by Synod of 1928, page 141, Art. 137d. . 

B. ReC01n111,endations: 
Synod declare that the action of Synod of 1949 against which protest 

is. being made is only apparently but not actttaily in conflict with C. O. 
Art. 14 as interpreted by Synod of 1928 and quoted in the protest. 

Grottnds: 
a. Art. 14 deals with ministers, who because of age, sickness or any 

other reason are compelled to discontinue their service for a time. 
b. The interpretation of Art. 14 C. O.by the Synod of' 1928 is 

particularly. concerned with combating the practice of having 
ministers retain their ministerial standing while engaged in the 
task of the ministry of the IN ord only as a side-line. This is 
clear from the expression, "er licht toe leidt om het ambt Vat~ 
dienaar des Woords als cen soort bijzaak aan de hand te houdell.' 
Hierdoor komt men in strifd met den aard, de heiligheid, en 
onaantastbaarheicl van het ambt, maakt men zich schuldig aan 
willekeurig hanclelen ~et het ambt en brengt het in discredit:t 
... " Surely, this in no sense applies to the position and task 
'of our Radio Minister. 

c. The plain intent of the action of Synod against which· protest is 
lodged is that the Consistory of Bethany South Holland, IlL, was 
requested to extend the Rev. Eldersveld's leave of absence for the 
expressed purpose that he continue his work in the Back to God 
Hour as our denominational Radio Minister. 

d. Although there is an apparent conflict with Art 14 C. O. as 
interpreted by Synod of 1928 because the word "indefinitely" is 
used with respect to the leave of absence, yet -there is no aciital 
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conflict, since this leave of absence is definitely circulllscribed as 
to intent and purpose, namely, in order to continue in the Back 
to God Hour Radio Ministry to which the brother has also beeri 
indefinitely appointed_ Adopted_ -

ARTICLE 146 
The Advisory Budget Committee (CL Art 122), Mr_ F_ L Winter 

reporter, presents the following matters: 

1. FAITH, PRAYER AND TRACT LEAGUE. 

- 1:L Material: Report N 0_ 40 (Supplement 40_) 
Your committee has carefully examined the financial report of this 

organization and finds sanie in proper form. 
B. Recol1unendations: 
1. That this organization is placed on the accredited list for offerings 

from our churches_ Adopted_ 
2. Your committee recommends that the Synodical Tract Committe~ 

be instructed to investigate the possibilities of purchasing the Faith, 
Prayer and Tract League_ Grmmds_-

a. There is -undoubtedly some over-lapping and duplication of effort 
in the operations of these two organizations. 

b. The Faith, Prayer and Tract League receives its primary sl;1pport 
from 'our Christian Reformed constituency and it seems un
necessary to have two organizations operating in this field. One 
should be sufficient-

c. If the two organizations merged there would be a saving in cost 
of operations and undoubtedly improvement could be made in 
the general scope and character of the work Adopted_ (Report 
continued in Art_ 157_) 

ARTICLE 147 
Elckr W_ Primus offers the closing prayer-

FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 23, 1950 
Eighteenth Session 

ARTICLE 148 
Dr. J. H. Bavinck leads in devotions and requests Synod to smg 

Ps~lter Hymnal No. 390 and offers the opening prayer. 

ARTICLE 149 
. The Advisory Committee- on Indian and Foreign Missions, (d. 

Arts_ 84, 94, 98, 127, 130), Dr_ P_ Y_ De Jong, reporter, presents 
the following matters: 
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lvhsSION EXPANSTOK PROGRAM, 

INDIA (Ramiah Field). 
1. Materials: Report No. i2, Section Seven B, (Supplement 12); 

Report No. 12-A, Section Seven B, (Supplement 12-A); Overture 
No. 26; Ramiah Letter, April 12 (File of Stated Clerk) ; . Ramiah 
Letter, June 5 (File of Stated Clerk). 

2. Historical Background: 
We wish to call the attention of Synod to the following matters which 

we believe will clarify the question before us, nam~ly, to take respon
. sibility for this mission field in India. 

a. The field under consideration consists of two parts which mu/st 
be considered by us - the first the Mysore field, which is the smaller 
and southern section, and in which Pastor Stephen Raleigh is working 
at present; and the second, the Bellary field, in \vhich Mr. and Mrs. 
Ramiah together with Miss Ann Bosch of the Spring Lake church are 
laboring. In this second field there are far more native pastors and 
Christian groups. • 

b. The question of the possibility of taking over this field was first 
broached shortly after Mr. Ramiah· had become a member of our 
Christian Reformed Church. It must' be remembered, how~ver, that' 
his membership in OUf church was in no wise related to this question of 
taking over the field. Rather, as a member of the Christian Reformed 
Church Mr. Ramiah. stands committed to the position that mission work 
is the task of the instituted church and not of a group of individuals. 
His· request therefore must be viewed in the light of these convictions 
which he has often, expressed. . 

c. The Board took this whole matter under advisement. It was de
cided to advise the Synod of 1949 to take over, that portion of the field 
which Mr. Ramiah then was nltnded to hand over, namely the smaner 
and less developed southern part.' However, shortly before Synod lVIr. 
Ramiah extended his offer to include the taking over. of the whole 
field under his present jurisdiction, viz., the Mysore and Bellary fields. 
Because of this enlargement of the proposal the Executive Committee 
did not feel free to present any proposal at that time. 

d. In continuing its study of the matter the Board through its 
Executive Committee requested the Rev. John Schuring of Ceylon to 
investigate the field. This the brother did and filed a report which 
favored taking over the field by our church. 

e. The Board thereupon at its February 1950 meeting decided to 
accede to the request to take over the field, subj ect to the stipulations 
recorded in the Agenda, p. 56, 57. The later developments and final 
recommendations are recorded in Supplementary Report 12-A, p. ] 3 
and 14: Thus the matter on- a decision relative· to the India field may 
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propelrly and conveniently be divided into two parts as the Board 
also has done. 

3. RecmJ1,mendations: 
a. M3'sore field - That Synod' approve the Board recommendation 

that steps be taken to assume the Mysore field as outlined (in Supple· ' 
ment 12-A) on the basis of the grounds stated there. Adopted. 

b. Bellary field-
( 1) That Synod decide to take over this field as soon as Mr. Ramiah 

is ready to meet the stipulations of the Board as outlined in Report No. 
12, p. 56, 57. (Supplement 12.) Grounds: 

a. Although the two fields are distinct and can be worked. separately 
there is a close connection between them historically because of 
Mr. Ramiah's position relative to thern both. 

h. Mr. Ramiah hin1self has been ready to give serious consideration 
to the ,Board's stipulations and has begun to carry them out to 
a degree .. (June letter from Mr. Ramiah.) 

c. The church at large has given consideration to this matter and 
at least one Classis. has expressed itself definitely in favor ui 
taking over this field. Adopted. 

(2) That Synod authorize the Board to do whatever is necessary 
as implied in point (1) above. Adopted. (Continued inAr!. 151.) . 

ARTICLE 150 
Notice is given that IVIr. A. Warnaar and Dr; J. H. Bavinck must 

lea,;e, out" chairman addresses words of hearty' appreciation to them, 
thanking them for t!;teir presence and their help, )vishing them God
speed in their further' travels" and assuring them that we hope and 
pray that their churches may flourish under the favor of God. Synod 
is requested to sing No. 463 as a word of goodwill and prayer. 

ARTICLE 151 
Dr. f. Y. De Jong continues the report on Indian and Foreign Ai-is

sion matters: (Cf. Arts. 84, 94, 98, 127, 130, 149.) 

I. CENTRAL RAUSA LANGUAGE SCHOOL. . 

1. M~aterial: Report No. 12, Section Six D, (Supplement 12.) 
2. Recommendation: 
We recommend that Synod endorse the plan of the Board "to co· 

operate with Sudan lJnited Mission in the establishment and main
tenance of a Central Rausa Language School at Jos" and instruct the 
Budget Committee to make the necessary financial provisions for meet
ing the costs as outlined in the Board recommendation. Grounds: 

This is in harmony with past Synodical approvat of having our 
Nigerian missionaries leani the Rausa language which is necessary 
fOl' their work on the field. Adppted. 
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n. MEDICAL EXAMINATION OF MISSION WORKERS. 

1. Material: Overture No. 24. 

2. Reconunendation: 
We recommend that Synod endorse this overture and instruct the 

Board to "investigate the possibility and advisability of changing the 
present policy of the Foreign Missions Board to let the final decision 
as to acceptance or rejection of candidates to our mission fields rest 
vvith the advice of only one physician." Grounds: 

a. The Board is at present dealing with this problem. 
b. The present policy seems to place too much responsibility on one 

man and ha$ occasioned some dissatisfaction in the past. Adopted. 

III. ApPRECIATION TO MR. HENRY DENKEMA. 

1. Material: Report No. 12, Section One A. (Supplement 12.) 
2. Recommendation: 
a. We recommend that Synod adopt the following resolution: 
"The Synod of the Christian Reformed Church in session at Grand 

Rapids, Mich., on June 14 and following days, 1950, hereby gives 
public expression to its deep appreciation for the long and faithful 
service rendered by Mr. Henry Denkema as member of the Christian 
Reformed Board of Missions for a period of twenty years. Unstinting
ly he has given of his 'time and talents and energies to the glorious 
work of the expansion of Christ's kingdom on our mission fields. It 
is with profound regret that we accept his resignation. May our gracious 
God continue, to bless our brother in his declining years and use hiro 
to the coming of His glorious kingdom." Adopted. 

b. We furthe'r recommend that Synod present this resolution to 1\.1r. 
Denkema by one of the delegates. Rev. P. Jonker is appointed to 
convey the resolutions of Synod. Adopted. 

IV. MINUTES TO CONSISTORIES . . 

1. Material: Report No. 12, Section One F. (Supplement 12.) 
2. Recommenda-tion: 
We recommend that"Synod "release the Board from the requirements 

found in Acts 1936, p. 89, and Acts 1940, p. 47, requiring that copies 
of the minutes (items of general interest at least) be sent to each 
-consistory within fifteen days' after every meeting of the executive 
committee of the board. Grd"nds: 

a. Consistories can secure this information from the representative 
of their Classis on the Board of Missions. 

b. Most of this material is reported in The Banner. 
c. Such reports are not required from other Boards. Adopted. (Re

port continued in Art. 153.) 
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ARTICLE 152 
A letter is read of Mr. J. Hekman requesting Synod to present a 

specific mandate to the Denominational Building Committee. The 
Advisory Budget Committee is requested to prepare advice on this 
matter and report at a later session. (Cf. Art. 157, (35). 

ARTICLE 153 
The Advisory Committee on Jndian and F01'eign Missions, (Cf. Art;. 

84; 94,98, 127, 130, 149, 151) Dr. P. De Jong reporting, presents the 
following: 

I. BUILDING PROJECTS. 

Board requests on certain bujlding projects of the Indian Mission 
Field. 

1. Material: Request to Synod to deClare itself on proceeding with 
the following: 

( 1) Zuni Chapel. 
(2) Remodeling of Gallup residence. 
(3) Home for missionary children· at Rehoboth to be provided by 

remodeling the Government School building. 
This request was presented by Dr. J. C. De Korne and Dr. R. S. 

Wierenga, who discussed each of these needs with us. 
2. Recom.m.endations: 
That Synod declare that in view of Synodical action approving of 

the report 011 Mission policy, the Boar~ is not authorized to proceed 
with these projects until the Study Committee report shall have been 
acted 011. Grounds: 

a. This is the plain intent of the decision of this Synod. 
b. This will avert a dangerous precedent for the interim period dur

ing \vhich the whole matter of our mission policy, is to be 
studied. Adopted. 

Synod adopts that as a single exception to the rule of Synod, the board 
be authorized to remo'ciel the Government schQol, if absolutely necessary, 
as enumerated under (3) above. Adopted. 

U. GENERAL MISSION MATTERS. 

A. Support of Mission Fields Not Under Supervision of Denomi-
national Boards. 

1. Material: Overture No. 18 (Calvin Church). 
2. Recommendation: 
That Synod do not accede to this overture. Grotmds: 
a. To the mind of the Committee the decision of 1937 does leave 

the door open somewhat in exceptional cases. 
b. To take a more specific decision with respect to the permissibilitv 

of supporting missionaries and mission fields not under supe;-
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vision of our Boards \vould focus too much attention on, these 
men and fields at this time when 'we are greatly expanding the 
work under our own control. Adopted. 

B. ]V ew Missio11 Field in Pallistan. 
1. Material: Overture No. 19 (Classis Grand Rapids South.) 
2. Recommendation: 
That Synod accede to this overture by appointing a competent com

mittee (including some Board members) to study this question. Adopted 

III. MISSION ,VORl< ON OUR CUINA FIELD. 

1. Material: Report No. 12, Section Five (Supplement 12). 
2. Recommendation: 
a. We recommend that Synod reqnest the Rev. A. H. Smit to ad

dress Synod on the state of our mission work in China in 'order that 
the chnrches may be informed on this matter. Adopted. 

b. V'ole retoll1mend that Synod request the Rev. A. H. Sn1it to, pre
pare a report on' the state of our mission work in China -to be incor
porated in tlle Acts. (Supplement 51.) Adopted. 

c. We recommend that Synod authorize the Board to investigate the 
possibility and advisability of sending up to $100.00 per month for the 
needs of the churches and eYaligelists on our field" with power to act. ' 
Adopted. Grmtllds: . 

Accor:ding to Rey. A. H. S111it the 'sending of this money is pos
·sible. The sending of this money will fil~ a real need, since many 
of the Christian groups '\vho a,re supplied by the evangelists ar:e 
small and weak financially. 

IV. SOUTH AMERICA AND CEYLON IVIATTERS. 

A. Relationship of Classis Bnenos Aires to Christian Reformed 
Church. 

1. Material: Report No. 29 (Supplement 29). 
2. Historical BaCkground": 
The question of the relationship of our church to the Classis Buenos 

Aires has been definitely raised at last year's Synod. The Committee 
presented that question to the churches in Smith America. After due 
delib~ration they have prepared their answer. The Committee pre
sents that material for action by this Synod. 

3. Recommendation: 
a. That Synod express its appronj of "the ideal of the churches 

'of Classis Buenos Aires to become an independent denomination." 

Grmtnds: 
1. This decision of Classis Buenos Aires acquiesces in the purp.ose 

of the decision of our Synod of 1948, Synodical Acts, pages· 17 
and 18, Article 55, III, B, 2, d. 
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ARTICLE 153 77 

It is in h~tnnony ,vith the general aim of the Report on HDual 
Administration of Reformed Churches hi South America," Acts 
of Synod of 1949, page 354, Supplement 35. 
It is a unanimous decision of Classis Buenos Aires. 
The work of our denomination, on behalf of Classis Btt~l1oS 
Aires, will evidently be facilitated by this decision. , 
The welfare of Classis Buenos Aires will hopefully be promoted, 
as indicated by the Classis in their grounds for this decision, 
which are included in this present report to our Synod of 1950. 
Adopted. 

b. That in regard to B, Agenda, p. 198, of the decision of Classis 
Buenos Aires. (Supplement 29.) Adopted. 

I) Synod pledge itself to continue the support which it extends to 
those churches for as long as this is necessary. Adopted. 

2) Synod instruct our Committee to correspond with the deputies 
for South American churches in Netherlands and South Africa to 
give whatever help they can to those churches. Adopted. 

3) Synod also urge the South American churches to continue mov
ing in the direction of complete self-support as soon as this is possible. 
Adopted. 

c. That Synod promise to continue the loan of our ministers to 
those churches also ,vhen they become independent for as long as ,this 
is necessary. Adopted. Grounds: 

These recommendations are in harmony with the kind of help 
which we have been affording these churches for many years. 

B. Loan for Rev. Sowneveldt's Salary. 
I. klaterial: Report No. 29-B (Supplement 29-B). 
2. Histoncal Backgro""d: 
For some years," due to the ,"var, our churches have taken care of 

the salary of the Rev. Sonneveldt, who is officially a minister of the 
Gereformeerde Kerken of the Netherlands for work in South Amer
ka. This loan nO\v amounts to thousands of dollars, \vhich those 
churches feel they cannot pay because of the sad results of the war 
and the schism and because of the unfavorable exchange of the florin. 
They have therefore asked to be released of that obligation, with the 
understanding that the amount left in their treasury for South Ameri~ 
can work will be used as a contribution towards the study expenses 
of a South American student 'who \vill prepare himself for service in 
those churches. 

3. Recommendations: 
a. That Synod cancel the "loan" (voorschot) as requested by tlie 

Dutch Deputaten. Adopted. 
b, The offer of the Dutch Deputaten be thankfully accepted and the 

Committee for. South America be instntcted to work out the det~ils 
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with the Dutch Deputaten, with the stipulation that this money, 4000 
florins, be made available for a future worker in Classis Buenos Aires, 
whether originally from South America or originally from the Chris
tian Reformed Church, (cf. Supplement 29-B.) 

C. Term of Service for the Rev, !. O. Schtwing. 
I. Material: Report No. 29 (Supplernent 29). 
2. Rec01nmcndation: 
Vlfe recommend that Synod accede to the proposal of the Committee 

to shorten the ter!1l 'of service to 4 years, including a half year of 
fnrlongh. Adopted. 

D. Second Minister to Ceylon. 
I. Ma.ferial: Supplementary Report No. 29-A (Supplement 29-A). 
2. Historical Background: 
A request has recently come in from the Rev. Schuring asking for 

the sending of a second Christian Reformed minister to Ceylon. This 
has been endorsed by the Committee. 

3. ReC011'llnendation: 
We recommend that Synod do not accede to this request at this time. 

Grounds: 
a. We have in very recent years been of great service'to the Ceylon 

churches not only in sending the Rev. Schuring but also in en
abling Mr. Foenander and the Rev. Felsianes ~o come to Amer
ica and study at Calvin Seminary. All three of these men are 
now in Ceylon, so that the acceptance of our recommendation 
will not jeopardize the Reformed witness there ~t this time. 

b. The possibilities for expansion of work in Ceylon are limited, 
since there are only seven churches which could possibly be 
served by ministers and there are an equal number of ministers 
at this time. 

c. We do not feel free to recommend greater expenditures for Cey
lon work for the coming year: Adopted. 

V. DUAl. BUDGET. 

I. Material: Report No. 12-A, Section Six F, (Supplement 12-A). 
Overture No.6 (Nigerian Missionaries). 
Overture No. 12 (1) (Consistory of Hollandale, Minn.). 

2. Analysis of the situation: 
The Synod of 1949 approved the Board's recommendation to adopt 

the Dual Budget, which to its mind would more completely satisfy the 
needs which have been created by our denominational mission work. 
This method does more justice to the desires of the donors of special 
gifts, in that now they not only may specify for 'what they are giving, 
but they also have the guarantee that their gifts will be used for the 
specified purpose alone. 
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ARTICLE 153 79 

This new method has been called into question on several accounts: 
1) that the door will be open to irregularities; 2) that now the church 
in . spite of the protestations of the Board is not assuming fun finan
cial responsibility for the work; 3) that it will make the missionaries-, 
solicitants for money; 4) that the churches and classes have not had 
opportunity to consider this matter before it was decided; 5) that 
there is something deceptive about it. 

Your Committee has mef with Dr. R. Wierenga, treasurer of the 
Board, and with the Rev. H. R. Boer, who ,has registered some of 
these objections. Full opportunity was given f'or discussion and after 
the new method was thoroughly considered your Advisory Committee 
decided that it could find in the Dual Budget system no opportunism 
and nothing that could be regarded as unscriptural, unreformed or 
deceptive. 

3. Recommendations: 
a. That Synod declare that the Dual Budget is not in conflict with 

any basic principle, and that it is thoroughly subjected to the decisions 
of every annual Synod. (Synod can change the items listed in the 
Special Gift Budget any year it desires to do so. Adopted. 

b. That in view of the questions which have been raised and the 
charges made Synod kindly request the Finance Committee of the 
Christian Reformed Board of Missions to outline this new method 
adopted in 1949 clearly and concisely in our church papers. Adopted. 

4. Synod declare that hereby the overtures 6 and 12 dealing with 
this matter are hereby answered. Adopted. 

VI. MANDATE TO "MISSION POLICY" STUDY COM},IITTEE. See Art 
127. 

l. That Synod appoint a Study Committee to report to the Synod 
of 1952. 

a. Personnel..------ This Committee shall consist of seven members 
adequately representing the divergent views on the problem to be 
studied. (d. Art. 160, VI.) 

b. M anda,te - This Committee shall be charged: 
1) To formulate the principles of indigenous mission work based 

on a thor'ough exegetical study of an relevant Scripture passages; and 
in the light of our distinctively Reformed doctrines of church, cov
enant, etc. 

2) To formulate the regulations governing the application of such 
principles to the Church and her Board; the Church and her mission
aries; the Church and her duties t<~ the native population, with spe
cial reference to finances, educational institutions and medical work 
On the mission field; and the ChttfCh and her obligations to the native 
converts; 
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3) To formulate the specific application of these principles and 
regulations to the Indian Mission Field. 

This mandate charges the Committee with taking specific cognizance 
of,the materials listed at the' beginning of -this report. 

It also urges the desirability of reporting to the Synod of 195 I as 
to its progress in this matter. Adopted. 

ARTICLE 154 
The Advisory Committee on Educational Matters (d. Arts. 80, 85, 

112, 140), Rev. lVander Ploeg reporting, presents the following:' 

1. SALARY SCHEDULE. 

a. Material: Report 19-A (Supplement 19CA). 
b. Rtco'11unendations: 
L That Synod approve the new salary schedule for Calvin College 

and Seminary as proposed in .Report No. 19A (Supplement 19-A). 

2. That it be stipulated, however, that this new salary schedule ,vill 
not affect -those \vho are now teaching until their salary under the 
proposed schedule will be equivalent to that which they are now re
ce\ving. Adopted. 

II. :l\1ATTERS PERTAINING TO' CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINA,RY. 

A. TIt.D. Degree. 
L Ove,-t,,,"e No.8. 
a. Vole take grateful notice of the Board of Trustees and Se'minary 

Faculty's pursuance of their Vl"Ork on the program of the Th.D. degree. 
Adoptede 

b. II> view of the fact that obstacles still hinder the introduction of 
courses looking toward the Th.D. degree, Synod instruct the Board of 
Trustees and the Calvin Seminary Faculty to continue their efforts. 
Adopted. 

·c. In the continuation of these efforts, the Board of Trustees 'and 
the Seminary Faculty shall give no consideration to the proposition 
of Overture No. 8 of Classis Sioux, Center, but, nevel~theless, they 
shall give serious consideration to the materi~,l contained in the groun(ls 

, . presented for that proposition. Adopted. ' 
d. That this be considered an adequate ans\ver to the Overture No. 

8 of Classis Sioux. Center. Adopted .. 

2.0vertu~e No.9. 
a .. That the Board of Trustees and the Seminary Faculty give seri

ous consideration to Overture No.9 of Classis Sioux Center. 
Ground: 

Collaboration and "an exchange of thought may' well prove fruitful 
in some .areas 'of the Th.D. program. Adopted. 
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ARTICLES 155, 156 81 

B. Acknowledgments. 
1. Synod express its grateful thanks to Mr, Tony Noordewier for 

faithful service rendered through the __ past twenty-eight ye~.trs. 
Adopted. 

2. Synod express its' grateful thanks and appreciation to Professor 
Jacob G~ Vanden Bosch upon the completion of fifty years of teaching 
service at Calvin College. Adopted. 

C. Diamond Scholarship. 
1. We call the attention of Synod to the decision of the Board of 

Trustees to· offer an annual scholarship. This scholarship to be desig" 
nated the "Diamond Scholarship." Report No. 19. (Supplement 19.) 

2. , 'ATe recommend that Synod approve this action' of granting this 
annual "Diamond Scholarship." Adopted. 

D. National Union of Christian Schools. Report No. 43 (Supple
ment 43). Y OUf committee advises Synod: 

1. That the Banner be informed that its pages be not used for the 
purpose of National Association of Christian Schools propaganda. 

This was referred without action to the Publication Committee. 
2. That Synod remind our churches that the National Union of 

Christian Schools is the only national school organization on' the rec· 
ommended list for financial aid. (cf. Art. 157.) Adopted. 

E. Junior College Committee. 
1. Material: Report No. 24( Supplement 24). 
2. Recomntenda,tions: 
a. Synod thank the committee for its labors. Adopted. 
b. Synod postpone action on this report until next year. Ground: 

The argumentation within the report reveals that we are not 
ready for a decision on the matter of Junior Colleges at this time. 
See pp. 147-149 of Agenda. (Supplement 24.) Adopted. 

c. Synod instruct the study committee on Junior Colleges to pub-. 
lish and distribute a' digest of this compl-ehensive report in suitable 
form to foster discussion of the problem within School Boards, Elders' 
<;:onferences, Faculties, Alumni Associations, etc. Adopted. 

ARTICLE 155 
The Stated Clerk reports on the election of Members at Large 

'for the Christian Reformed Board of Missions. 
Dr. R. S. Wierenga, Mr. J. Daverman and Prof. E. Y. Monsma 

are elected as the regular members, and Dr. R. De Mol as the general 
alternate. 

ARTICLE 156 
The Advisory Committee Protest and Appeals, (Cf. Arts. 142, 145), 

Rev. J. Ehlers reporting: 
A. Material: Report of Synodical Examiners in re Re-instatemenl 

of Mr. !. P. Bat/ema into the ministry of our church. 
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B. Recommendations: 
1. Your Committee recommends that Synod do not approve of the 

work done by the synodical examiners re advising the re-instatement of 
Mr. J. P. Battema into the ministry. Ground: 

According to the Reformed Church Polity the re-instatement of 
a deposed minister should as a rule be effected by the same classis 
that deposed him, and in no case without consulting the classis 
that deposed him as to the desirability of reinstating him. Cf. 
Jansen, Korte Verklaring van de Kerkenordening, p. 349; also 
the Acts of the Synod of 1918, p. 48. 
Synod is convinced that the same procedure should be followed, 
when one who has resigned from the ministry of our churches 
desires to be reinstated and be declared eligible fora call once 
more. Adopted. Rev. Wm. Heynen requests that his negative 
vote be recorded against point 1. 

2, Your committee recommends Synod to declare that proper pro
ceelure would require Mr. J. P. Battema to deal directly witi:) the 
Wyoming Park Christian Reformed Church and Classis Grand Rapids 
South. Adopted .. 

3. In view of the above recommendations adopted by Synod your 
committee advises Synod to declare that the re-instatement of Mr. J. 
P. Battenoa by Classis California is hereby nullified: Adopted. 

4. Your committee recommends Synod to declare that the above 
recommendations as adopted serve as a reply to all protestants. Adopted. 

5. Synod instruct the Stated Clerk of Synod to inform Classis 
California and the consistory of Los Angeles of this decision. Adopted. 

ARTICLE 157 
The Advisory Committee on Budget Matters, eCf. Arts. 122, 146), 

Mr. F. 1.. Winter reporting, presents the following: 

1. CHRISTIAN LABOR ASSOCIATION. 

This association submitted a financial statement to the Budget Com
mittee which has been carefully exainined. The statement, however, 
does not reveal how much is being contributed by our churches. 

Reconunendation: 
That this organization be placed on the accredited list. Adopted. 

2. PINE REST SANITARIUM AND CHRISTIAN PSYCHOPATHIC HOSPITAL 

This instituti.on submitted a financial report covering all its opera
tions, and we find same in proper form. 

Recommendation: 
That this institution be approved and placed on the accredited list. 

Adopted. 
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3. BETHESDA SANITARIUM. 

This institution submitted a detailed financial ,report which has been 
carefully examined by your committee and found in proper form. 

R eC01nmendation: 
That this institution be approved and placed on the accredited list. 

Adopted. 

4. JEWISH MISSIONS. 
A. Material: Reports No.3 and No.4 (Supplements 3, 4.) 
Financial reports have been received relative to ·the support of both 

missions in Chicago and Paterson. These reports have been duly 
examined by your comm.ittee. 

B. Recommendations: 
1. In view of a substantial balance, in this fund, your committee 

recommends a quota of 50 cents to be divided as follows: 60% for the 
Chicago Jewish Mission and 40% for the. Paterson Jewish Mission. 
Adopted. (Rev. E. Kooistra registers his negative vote against this 
decision. ) 

2. Relative to the inquiry of the Paterson Hebrew Mission Board, 
see page 14 of the Agenda. This board inquires relative to the rule 
of Synod that all reserve funds must be invested in United States 
Government Bonds, and inquires whether some of these funds can be 
deposited with a local savings and loan association. The Budget .Com
mittee recommends to continue the investment of r~serve funds in 
United States Government Bonds. Grounds: 

1. The highest degree ~f safety can thus be obtained. 
2. While savings and loan associations are guaranteed by the govern

ment, funds could be frozen in event of serious ~nancial and 
economic reverses and reserve funds should not be subject to 
such conditions. Adopted. 

5. SYNODICAL TREASURER's REPORT (Supplement 49.) 
The report of the Synodical Treasurer under date of June 12, 1950 

submitted to Synod has been scrutinized by your Budget Committe,. 
Three funds are reported 011 in this document, namely, National Asso
dation of Evangelicals, the Ecumenical Synod, and Synodical Expense 
Account. The committee has carefully examined the report and finos 
same in. proper form. 

A. Recommendations: 
1. Regarding the Ecumenical Synod: In view of the balance of 

$9,225.67 in this fund and that the next meeting will not be held until 
1953, it is recommended that no quota be established fot 1951. Adopted. 

2. Regarding the Synodical Expense Account: This account shows 
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a substantial balance of $37,524.99. In view of this larg''; balance, it is 
recommended that no qnota be established for the year 1951. Adopted. 

6. SOUTH AMERICA AND CEYLON MISSION FUND. 

A. Material: Report No. 29 (Supplement 29.) 
The financial report of this organization has been examined by your 

committe.e and the same is found in proper form. The propdsed budget 
for the year 1951 was also submitted. 

B. Recommendations: 
1. That Synod approve a quota bf 55 cents for the work of this 

committee. Adopted. Grounds: 
a. This committee has a rather sizeable balance at the present time. 
b. The increase asked for was on the basis of an additiOnal worker. 

It appears, however, that this has been the situation for the past 
several years, but no worker has been engaged. 

c. Reserves asked for in the past have not been set aside and have, 
at least in part, been used for other, purposes. 

2. '. That Synod instruct this committee that funds collected for 
reserVe purposes be set up as reserve iil a special account. Adopted. 

7. CANADIAN RELIEF FUND. 

A. Material: Report No. 39 (Supplement 39.) 
The committee has received the report of ,this fund showing income 

and disbursements, and showing a balance on hand May 1, 1950 of 
$5,825.96. Received as information. 

S. IMMIGRATION CO.M1IITTEE FOR CANADA. 

A. Material: Report No. 27-A (Supplement 27, 27'A.) ~ 
The financial report of this committee has been received and examined 

by your Budget Committee. Also, further detailed information was 
furnished by one of the members of the committee, all of which \Va" 
found in proper form. 

B. Recommendations: 
Thay Synod approve a quota of$1.00 for this work. Adopted. 

9. CHRISTIAN REFORMED BOARD OF MISSIONS. 

A. Material: Report No. 12 (Supplement 12, 12-A.) 
Your committee received the detailed financial report of this board, 

and also a copy of the Auditors Report, all of which gives detailed 
information about the financial affairs of this ,board. The proposed 
budlle! for 1951 was also received and examined. 

B. Recommendations: 
1. That Synod approve a quota of $9.50 for this work. Grottnds: 
a. The Mission Board asks for $9.00 if no expansion projects are 

added, and $10.00 if a field is added. There is a surplus for the 
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year 1949 of $40,700.00 in the China budget which has been set 
up as a reserve. The estimat~d income for China for 1951 will 
be approximately $78,000. The board asked to set aside another 
$40,000.00 for China. In view of the surplus already set aside 
for China, the Budget Comm'ittee does not approve of setting 
aside further reserves as it may be several years before the door 
for mission work in China is again opened. These surplus China 
funds should take care of any expansion program. Adopted. 

2. That Synod authorize the mission Board that liberty be given to 
appeal for funds if the China field can be opened again. Adopted. 

3. Motion is made and carried to approve of the proposed special 
gift budget as given on page 18 of the Christian Reformed Board of 
Missions Budget report to Synod. The amounts are $12,730 for 1950 
and $17,300 for 1951. (Applies to Nigeria only.) 

10. CIIURC.H HELP FUND. 
A. Material: Report No. 18 (Supplement 18.) 
The report of this fund was received by your committee and was 

duly examined ~nd found in order. . 
B. Recommendation: 
That a quota of $2.25 be approved. Adopted. 

11. FUND FOR NEEDY CHURPIES. 
A. Material: Report No. 13 (Supplement 13.) 
The financial report for this' fund' was received and duly examiner! 

by your committee and found in order. 
B. Reconunendat'ion: 
That Synod approve a quoia of $1.00. Adopted. GroILnds: 

This fund still hilS a substantial balance and should be able 10 

carryon with the above suggested quota. 
C. That Synod declare this to be an answer to Overture No. 22 of 

C1assis Wisconsin. Adopted. 

12. CHURCH EXTENSION FUND (Supplement 13, 13-A.) 
The financial report for this fund was received and duly examined 

by your committee and found in proper form. 

RecpnT-mendation: 
That Synod approve a quota of $3.75. Adopted. 

13. CANADIAN EMERGENCY FuND. 
A. Material: Report No. 13 (Supplement 13 13-A.) 
The report of this fund was received and e.. .. 'mmined 'by your com~ 

mittee and found in order. 
B. Recommendation: 
That Synod approve a quota of $4.00. Adopted. 
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14. BACK To GOD HOUR. 

A. Mat,,'ial: Agenda No. 15, No. IS-A and No. IS-B (Supplement 
IS, IS-A, IS-B.) 

The detailed report of this board has been received' and examined 
by the Budget Committee and found in order. 

B. Reco}1t1nendation: 
That a quota of $6.00 be approved by Synod as follows: For general 

operating purposes, $5.00, and for Family Altar, $1.00. Adopt~d. 

15. MINISTERS' PENSION AND RELIEF ADlIINISTRATIdN, 

A. Material: Report No. 16 (Supplement 16.) 
The report of this board has been received' by the Budget Com

mittee and examined and found in order. 

B. ReCO'l1tl1tendation: 
That Synod approve a quota of $3.25. Adopted. 

16. CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY. 

A. Material: Reports No. 19, 19-A (Supplements 19, 19-A.) 
The detailed reports of the College and Seminary were received and 

duly examined by the Budget Committee and found in order. The 
budget for the year 1951 was also submitted and has been studied by 
your committee. 

B. ReCO'1n11tendat-ions: 
I. That Synod approve a quota of $7.00. 
2. That Synod instruct the Board of Trustees to give further cone 

sideration to the matter of tuition for students not members of the 
Christian Reformed Church. It is the opinion of your committee that 
tuition" for such students should be nearer to actual cost. 

17. SEAMEN'S HOME. 

A. Material: Report No. 22 (Supplement 22.) 
The report of this committee was duly received and exaPlined .bv 

your committee and found in order. 
B. ReCOI1t1nendations: 
That this cause be placed on the 'accredited Jist for one or more 

offerings. Adopted. 

18. SYNODICAL TRACT COl\IMITTEE: 

A.Material: Report No. 23, 23-A (Supplement 23, 23-A.) 
The l-eport of this committee was received and examined by yom: 

committee and found in order. 

B. ReCOl1t1nendation: 
That this cause be approved and placed on the accredited list for 

one or more offe.rings. Adopted. 
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19. NATIONAL CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION. 

A. Material: Report No. 30 (Supplement 30.) 
The financial report of this organization has been examined by your 

committee and appears to be in proper form. 

B. Rec'011ttnendations: 
That action be deferred for recommending this organization to our 

churches for offerings. Grounds: 
1. They have a substantial balance. 
2. Your committee is of the opinion that Synod should have more 

information as to what is being accomplished by this organization. 
The present information is not sufficient to properly guide Synod 
as to, the scope of work done. 

3. Information is lacking as to what other church organizations are 
contributing to this cause. 

4. Recent issues of the publication of the organization would indicate 
that it is departing from its chosen field, as there are many 
articles in this publication dealing with other subjects. Adopted. 

20. LORD'S DAY ALLIANCE. 

A. Material: Report No.5 (Supplement 5.) 
- Your committee has carefully examined the finandal statement of this 

organization. 

B. Recommenda.tions: 
It is 'recommended that action be deferred on recommending this 

, organization to our churches', Grounds: 

1. The extent of the "vork is not indicated. 
2. The organizational set-up and the manner in which members of 

the board are elected or appointed is not clear. 
3. The financial iliformation as to what other denominations arc 

contributing is lacking. Adopted. 

21. THE GIDEONS. 

Financial statements have been submitted to the Budget Committee 
and a careful study reveals that this organization has large cash 
balances in its fund. 

Recommendation: 
That this organization not be included in the list of accredited causes. 

Grounds: 
The financial report shows a cash balance in its Scripture Fund 
of $234,289.93, and a balance in its General Fund of $111,411.69. 
The Endowment Fund has a balance of $7,661.66 and the Foreign 
Extension Fund has a deficit balance of $7,744.68. The total 
casb on hand June 30: 1949, $345,618.60. Adopted. 
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22. CHRISTIA~T REFORMED PUBLISHING HOUSE. 

A. Material: Report No. 25 (Supplement 25.) , 
1. A detailed financial report was received and duly examined by 

your committee, together ,,,ith the Auditor's Report, all of which was 
'found in order. 

2. Relative to the reco111l11endat~on of the Publication COlnmittee to 
raise the salar), of the Editor-in-Chief of The Banner in the amount of 
$500.00, this was considered by the Budget Committee and we recom
mend that Synod approve the recommendatIon of the Publication 
Committee. Adopted. 

23. NATIONAL UNIOK OF CHRISTIAN- SCHOOLS. 

A. Material: Report No. 43 (Supplemeilt 43.) 
Financial reports of the General Fund, Relief Fund and Text Book 

Fund were received and examined by your committee and found to be 
. in order. 

B. Rcco1J1.nJ,Cnda.fion~· That the funds, namely, General Fund, Relief 
Fund and Text Book Fund be placed on the accredited list for one or 
more offerings. Adopted. 

24. SUBSIDY PAYMENTS TO NEEDY CHURCHES IN CANADA. 

A. Material: Report No. 13-A, paragraph D, (Supplement 13, 
13-A.) , 

Section D of report No. 13-A reads as follows: 
"Re the payment of assistance from the Fund for Needy Churches 

to our Canadian churches we bring the follmving to the attention of 
Synod. 

"VV-ith a premium of 10% on United States money, in Canada, and 
,a corresponding discount of 11% to 15'% on Canadian money in the 
. United States the l11anncr of paying subsidies to our needy churcht:s 
came up for consideration, consequent to 2 consistorial requests from 

. subsidized churches in Canada. These consistories petitioned that their 
subsidies be paid in United States currency since their pastors have 
constant expenditures in the United States in connection with the higher 
education of their children. Considering that it is difficult to send 
money ~ut of Canada a,nd that moreover a loss of II % to 15% would 
have to be sustained, your committee acted favorably upon these re
,quests. This involves that the subsidy so received is not paid through 
the mediae), of the Synodical Canadian Treasurers. 

"Pursuant thereto we request Synod:. 
a. That it ,approve this action of the Executive Committee for Home 

Missions. 
b. That Synod determine whether this manner of paying subsidies 

be made applicable to our other subsidized Canadian churches." ' 
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This rather involved matter was discussed at some length by the 
Budget Committee and in consultation with Rev. J. 1\1: Vande Kieft. 

B. Recommendat·io1ts: 
1. That Synod does not approve the act of the Executive Committee 

referred to in the above quoted Act D. Grounds: 
This action is unfair to other pastors of subsidized churches. 
Adopted. . 

2. That Synod declare that the premium of 10% on United States 
money in Canada should not be taken into consideration in paying' of 

'funds to subsidized churches. Grmtnds: 
Subsidy payments are paid to the churches, not to tlie ministers 
of the subsidized churches. Adopted. 

25. OVERTURE No. 17 OF CHATHAM CONSISTORY. 

The consistory of the Christian Reformed Church in Chatham ap
peals to Synod fro111 the decision of the Committee on Church Help 
relative to a loa" received from the Church Help Fund by this congre
gation. The consistory of Chathani feels it is entitled to the same terms 
as provided for by the Canadian Bnilding Fund. Your committee·con
sidered this entire situation' and is of the opinion that the deCision, 01 
the Church Help Fund Committee was correct. I-Iowever, in view of 
the unusual circumstances Y0ur committee feels some adjustment 
should be made. 

Recomntendation: 
That Synod instruct the Church Help Fund Committee to give the 

Chatham Church a five year period of grace before re-payments on the 
,loan become due and payable. . 

26. CALVINISTIC RESETTLEMENT SERVICE. 

A. Material: Report No. 21-B (Supplement 21-B.) 

Your committee has examined the financial rep6rt of this organiza
tion and finds same in order. 

B. Recommendation: 
That this cause be recommended to the Diaconate of our churches. 

27. BONDS OF DENOMINATIONAL TREA.SURERS. 

The Stated Clerk of Synod tur~ed over to your Budget Committee 
several Bonds of the various Denominational Treasurers for examin.1-
lion. Your committee finds these bonds all with acceptable surety 
companies and in proper amounts. Your committee did not find a 
Bond for the Synodical Treasurer nor for the Tract Committee. Re
ceived as information. 

'. 
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28. SPECIAL ADVISORY BUDGET COMMITTEE ApPOINTED BY SYNOD OF 

1949. 
We call the "attention of Synod to the special services' rendered to 

our church by the Synodical Advisory Budget Committee. This com
mittee did considerable advance work in obtaining fi,nancial reports 
and other information which was of great help to the Bunget Committee 
of Synod. 

ReCOl1Unclldations: 

1. That Synod recognize and express its appreciation of the work 
of this special cOl1unittee. Adopted. 

2. That Synod appoint such a committee for 1951. eCI. Ari. 160, 
VI.) Adopted. 

29. REQUEST FROlI CHURCH AT WOR!I:!ER, NETHERLANDS. 

A communication was received from the Gereformeerde Kerk at 
Wormer by the Stated Clerk of Synod, who turned same over to the 
Budget Committee for consideration. The contents of this letter in 
brief solicits financial help in the approximate amount of $18,000.00 
to assist this church in the construction of church buildings. 

Reconunendation: 
While this church is undoubtedly in need of financial assistance and 

,may be worthy of help, your committee nevertheless recommends that 
Synod does not give financial aid. Grounds: 

1. We cannot possibly honor all requests for financial aid that come 
to us from abroad. 

2. Appeals from foreign countries should be accompanied by a 
letter of recommendation from a _particular or general Synod of 
the Netherlands. No such recommendation accompa:nied this re
quest. Adopted. 

30. H.E-PAYIIENT OF QUOTAS FOR CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY. 

According to the decision of Synod of 1947, all Classical Treasurers 
must report to the Stated Clerk of Synod the number of churches in 
their respective classes which have not paid their quotas for Calvin 
College and Seminary in full. The Budget Committee has received 
the following information; 

A. Reported by the Classical Treasurers: 
Paid in full Clallsis 

California 
G. R. East.. 

_, ____ 21 churches ___ ._. 21 
... _. _____ 38 churches_._. 19 

G. R. South_____ __18 churches_ 
G. R. 'Vest ___________ . __ . ____ 14 churches ___ _ 

--Muskegon ____________ ._. . .. _______ 26 churches_. 
Orange City .. _. ___ ._ ..... _. ____________ .... ___ 13 _churches. __ _ 

(All Michigan 
Churches) 

18 
14 
25 
13 

In Arrear/! 

o 
19 

(All Cana-
dian Churches) 

o 
o 
1 
o 
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Classis Paid in full 
Pacific ._ .. _, ................ __ .. __ .. ___ ...... __ .... 26 churches 20 
Sioux Center ............ ___ .: ....... _ ...... __ .18 churches. 18 
Wisconsin _ .. _ .. _ .. __ ._ ... _._._. __ .... _._ .. _ .. ~ ... 13 churches ... __ . __ .... 11 
Zeeland .. _. ________ .. __ .. __ ........... ___ ... __ ...... 16 churches... 16 

B. Reported by Delegates: 

91 

In Arrean 

6 
o 
2 
o 

Chicago North ... _ ._ ......... ___ . ___ ........ 16 churches........ 15 1 
Chicago South . __ ....... :._ ..... ___ ........... 15 churches .... __ ...... 15 0 
Hackensack ................ __ ............. __ ..... 10 churches. ____ ... ____ 9 1 
Hudson .......................... ____ . __ ........... 15 churches............ 15 0 
Holland ............................................ 15 churches............ 15 0 
Kalamazoo ...................................... 14 churches............ 12 2 
Minnesota ........................................ 24 churches............ /24 0 
Ostfriesland .................................... 13 churches............ 13 0 
Pella ........................... : ...................... 16 churches............ 16 0 

The budget committee calls the attention of Synod to the churches 
that have not met their quotas. In most cases, the explanation was 
satisfactory to the budget committee. Further attention is called to the 
fact that about half of the report has come from the delegates and not 
from the classical treasurers as required by the decision of Synod. Re· 
ceived as information. ' 

31. REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT. 

In order to enable the appointed Budget Committee of Synod to 
analyze the financial conditions of various organizations asking financial 
support, we recommend that such organizations provide the following: 

1. Financial statement audited by a Certified Public Accountant. 
2. A formal request for continued support. 
3. A statement of the amount received from the Christian Refonned 

Church and all members thereof. 
4. A representative to meet with the Budget Committee, if possible, 

to answer questions pertaining to the organization. Adopted. 

32. REMUNERATION OF SYNODICAL OFFICERS. 

Your committee has given consideration to the amount of remunera
tion for,the officers of Synod and recommends that they be remunerated 
as follows: 

Synodical Treasurer. $500.00 per year. 
Stated Clerk, $500.00 per year. 
First Clerk of Synod, $100.00. 
Second Clerk of Synod, $25.00. 
H. J. Voss, for services during session of Synod, $100.00. 
United States Canadiav Treasurer, $200.00 per year. Adopted. 

33. ApPOINT1\'lENT OF TREASURERS FOR SYNODICAL FUNDS. 

Your committee calls the attention of Synod to a Synodical decision 
found in Acts, 1908, page 11, Acts, 1946, page 58, Schave,. The Polity 
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of the Churches, Vol. II, page 146, vVe recommend that tI)is policy be 
enforced. 

34. Your Committee recommends that Hie same rules shall apply -for 
the 'next year fe' 1",1r:5. D.' H. Kromminga and, the Emeritus professors 
as adopted by the Synod of 1949. (cf. Acts, 1949, Art. 127, B). 
Adopted. 

3.1. DE::\O)IINATWKAL Bl'ILDIKG. 

As to the proposed Denominational Building (cf. Art. 152) your 
committee r:ccommcnds: 

1. That Synod decide that the total cost of building and site is not 
to exceed $100,000. 

2. That this project be financed by establishing a quota of $1.00 
per family for three years, namely, 1951, 1952 and 1953. 

3. That Synod organize a non-profit Corporation to own and op~ 
crate this property. ' . 

4. j\1oncy for "Denominational Building Fund" be forwarded to 
, our Synodical Treasurer through the Classical Treasurers. 

Adopted. 

36. $1,000,000 CALVI" CAMPAIGN. 

In repl)' to the Board of Trustees concerning another $1,000,000 
campaign the Advisory Commtitee recommends that Synod do not" 
authorize such 'a campaign next year. Adopted. 

37. PE::'\SION: FUND FOR UNORDAINED ~1ISSIO~ \VORKERS. 

Agenda Report No. 45. (Supplement 45.) 
Requests for Synodical action: 
1. To express itself in fayor of merging the 'proposed unordained 

mission workers' pension plan \vith the pension plan -of the unordaincd 
and lay ,,(orkel's of the Christian Reformed BoaTd of I\1issions. 

2. To appoint a committee, contingent upon Synodical decision re 
1. above, \"hose task it shall be to prepare a pension plan for un

ordained mission workers and submit same to the Synod of 
1951 for approval. Adopted. 

38. That a complete list of Quotas, recommended for one or more 
offerings, and accredited causes, and causes recommended to our 
Diaconates be inserted in the Acts as a helpful guide for _classical 
treasurers, consistories, and individuals. Adopted. 

ARTICLE 158 
The Aclvisor), Committee Chltrch Order (d. Arts. 69, 79, 103, 109, 

141) Rev. vVm. Heynen reporting, presentsdhe following matters: 
I~, CALLI KG OF RETURXED l\1rsslONARY. 

A. Materials: 
1. Overture No. 7 from Classis Sioux Center asking Synod to 
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declare that the Rev. A. H. Selles· should be recommended to the 
churches for a call. 

Z. The report of your advisory committee which was recommitted 
at an earlier session of this Synop. 

B. Advice: 
1. That Synod take cognizance of the fact thaLthe present arrang'" 

ment regarding the~ev. A. H. Selles between the Board of Missions 
.a.nd the Central Ave. Church, although irregular, is of a temporary 
nature and will discontinue within a year from now. (H .. cceivcd as 
information. ) 

2. That Synod leave this matter to the Board of Missions and the 
Central Ave. Consistory for proper disposition. Adopted. 

3. That this action be deemed an adequate answer to'the Overture 
of Classis Sioux Center. Adopted. 

II. INVITATION Fl~OM "NEDERLANDSE HURVORlIDE GEMEENTE" fN 

LONDON. 

A. M a.terials: 
The Consistory of the "N ederlandse H.crvormdc Gemeente te 

London" 'requests. that our church be represented" at the festivities com-, 
mcmorating their 400th Anniversary. 

B. Advice: 
1. That we do not accept this invitation to scnd a delegate to these 

. festivities in London. Adopted. 
2. That 'Synod refer this' matter to our standing committee on 

Ecumenicity and Inter-church correspondence with instructions that 
they send an appropriate letter of congratulations, provided that this 
is in harmony with their policies of inter-church correspondence. 
Adopted. 

III. REPORTS OF SYNODiCAL EXAMINERS. 

A. Classical Examinations of Candidates for the Gospel ministry 
were attended by the Synodical examiners as follows: 

Candidate Classis Delegate Classis 

Louis Dykstra ............................ Holland P. Jonker .......................... G. R. West 
L. Van Laar ...................... K.alamazoo 
J. H. Bruinooge ...................... Zeeland 

'Villiarn DeWitt Rrbbens .... Kalamazoo P. Hohverda .................... G. R. ,South 
P. Jonker .......................... G. R. West 
J. H. Bruinooge ...................... Zeeland 

Harry Vanderaa .................. Minnesota J. Van Beek. .................. Sioux Center 
J. Cupido ' ....................... Orange City 
N. Jansen. . ... \Visconsin 
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Candidate Classis Delegate Classis 

'Gerrit-'Vander Plaats __ ..... Orange City G. Van Laar... . .. ___ .... Minnesota 
B. Vanden Brink._ ....... __ .Ostfriesland 
J. Hanenburg ............ _.Sioux Center 

John A. Petersen ....... , ......... California 'V. Groen ___ .. __ ... c. _____ ................. Pacific 
J. Guichelaal' __ ........ __ .............. _ ... Pella 
J. H"menburg .. __ ...... ___ .Sioux Center 

We recommend that Synod approve their work. Approved. 

B. The Synodical Examiners J. Cupido from Classis Orange City 
and J. Hanenburg from Classis Sioux Center did not approve of a 
trio of the Prairie City Christian Reformed Church which included 
the name of Rev. H. P. Baak, a minister of the U. P. Church. Their 
grounds were: 

a. The decisions of the Synods of 1930 and 1945 on this malter. 
b. This Church has been vacant less than a year. 

,c. The increasing number of candidates coming from 0111' own 
Seminary, and the declarations of Synod regarding them. 

We recommend that Synod approve of this action. Adopted. 

e. Mr. C. Kuipers. 
With respect to the examination of Mr. e. Kuipers under the pro

visions of Article 8 of the Church Order we call the attention of Synod 
to the following facts in the matter. 

1. That the initial step in the rather complicated procedure of seek
ing Ordination under Article 8 was taken by Classis California in 
September of 1947 when he was given an examination and given per.:.. 

. mission to exhort in the -churches. 
2. At the September Classis, 1949, the Synodical Examiners, W. 

Groen, Classis Pacific; J. Guichelaat, Classis Pella; and J. Hanenburg, 
Classis Sioux Center, after. having examined Mr. Kuipers declared 
that they had no objection to Classis declaring that Mr. Kuipers had 
fined the requirements of the first step toward the eventual ordination 
under the provisions of Article 8. They recommended that arrange
ments be made for Mr. Kuipers to preach in the churches for a period 
of time to be determined by Classis. 

3. At the Classis of February 22, 1950 the same Synodical delegates, 
having heard the examination, recommended that the brother be de
clared eligible for a call in the Christian Reformed Church; "provided 
he publicly declare to Classis California that he will consider at this 
time only a ca.ll to the Zuni Mission post where he is now located." 

Grounds: 
1. This matter (of his eventual ordination) was initiated by the 

General Mission Board. 
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2. It is for the benefit of the Zuni Mission. 

RecommcndaNons: 

95 

1. That although the procedure in this matter is irregular, Synod 
approve the action of the Synodical examiners. Grounds: 

a. The entire matter of his seeking Qrdination under Art. 8 ,vas at 
the suggestion of the Board of Missions. 

b. The need at Zuni -was a dire onc. 

Z. That Synod declare this case tntIst be considered as an excep
tion. Adopted. 

IV. ECUMENICITY AKD l~TER-CHuRCH CORRESPONDENCE. 

A. Materials: 
1. Report No. 8 (Supplement 8). 
2. Report No. 8-A (Supplement 8:A). 
Both of these reports are from our Standing Committee on Ecumen

icity and Interchurch Correspondence. 

B. Recol1Mnendations: 
1. That the recommendations of the committee in section III of 

their initial report (Report No.8, Agenda,' page 32, 33) be adopted. 
Adopted. 

2. That the recommendations of 8-A be adopted.' 
Adopted. 

3. That the Committee be assured of the appreciation of Synod 
for their vel')' effective work. Adopted. 

4. That a committee again be appointed. (d. Art. 160, VI.) 
Adopted. 

ARTICLE 159 
The Advisor), Committee, Publication .11ofters, (d. Arts. 100, 102), 

Rev. L. Veltkamp reporting, presents the following: 

1. PUBLICATION OF AGENDA. 

A. Material: Ove.·ture No. 31. 
B. Advice. 
1. That we do not acced~ to the overture of Classis Chicago South 

to publish two copies of the Agenda. Grounds: 
a. The time between Synods is too short to warrant this. 
b. Many overtures could not be prepared or be published if the 

time limit was as early as Feb. 1 since many of our Western 
Classes cannot meet until later. 

c. Previous attempts to publish two Agendas failed to achieve their 
purpose. Adopted. 

2. ,That no study reports to Synod be accepted after March 15 and 
that Synod reiterate the decision adopted by the Synod of 1946 anent 
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this matter in its reply to" a. similar overture of Classis lVlinnesota, 
namely, that no matter be taken up by Synod except it appear in the 
printed Agenda. (Acts 1946, pp. 34,35). Ground: . 

a. There is not sufficient time for the deleg~tes to consider the full 
import of' study reports and overtures that have not appeared 
in the Agenda. Adopted. 

3. Your committee advises that the following boards be exception 
to the aoove (2) regulati9n: Indian and Foreign Missions; Home 
Missions; Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary and the 
South American, and Cey10n Committee, since they meet twice per 
year, in Rebruary and just prior to Synod, and that Synod consider 

, th~ir supplementary reports acceptable. Adopted. 
4. That Synod remind its Publication Committee and Editors to 

cooperate in implementing the decision of Synod, referred to in point 
3 of the overture of Chicago South, and 'open up' the columns of 0111" 
papers to this material. Adopted. 

5. That overtures 'that come in the way of response or reaction to 
matters in the' printed agenda and from proposals of various boards 
that meet after March 15, be printed in the issue of The Banner prior 
to Synod; and that the reporters of study committees send in their 
excerpts along with their reports. Adopted. ' 

6. That Synod instruct its Stated Clerk to give proper publicity to 
the above matter in the church papers at a suitahle time. Adopted. 

7, That Synod instruct the Publication Committee to study the mat
ter of printing the Agenda, Acts. Yearbook and' other denominational 
printing in our own Publishing House and to authorize the Publication 
Committee to enlarge their plant in order-- to do this work, if such ap
pears feasible. Grounds: 

a. This will expedite and facilitate the publication of the Agenda 
on time which is often complicated under the present set-up. 

b. Present facilities at the publishing plant are crowded and we 
can anticipate increased denominational printing activity "com
mensurate with the expansion in various branches of our church, 
s'uch as Calvin College and Seminary Yearbooks, and other 
school printing, Back to God Honr material, etc. 

c. The Publication Committee' has some $50,000.00 at present on 
reserve for expansion purposes. 

d. This expansion can be accomplished without any additional bur
den op our budget and with eventual saving in our denomina-
tional printing. Ado pled. 

ARTICLE 160 
Your Advisory Committee on Appointments, Rev. J. Geels reporter, 

makes the following recommendations: 
I. That Synod, in harmony with Art. 100, of the present Synod, 
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adopt the following rule pertammg to the term of membership on 
Synodical Boards and of Standing Committees. 

Synod. henceforth limits the tenure of office of all members of 
Synodical Boards whose appointment is made directly by Synod, to a 
maximum of 6 years, whereupon retirement for at least one year shall 
be mandatory. Adopted. 

II. Synod approve the election of the following members of the 
Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary: 

Classis Members Alte?"nates 
California _ ............................. P. ,A. Hoekstra._ ........... C. Veenstra 
Chicago North ..... _ _ ... J. Putt ................. ___ ... ___ .E. ·Masselink 
Chicago South _ .... _. _ ... _.G; Hoeksema __ ................ M. Van Dyke 
Grand Rapids East._ ......... R. J. Frens. __ ................... C. Huissen 
Grand Rapids South.... . ..... M. Monsma __ .. __ ........... __ .P. G. Holwerda 
Grand Rapids West ............... J. G. Van Dyke. ___ .......... J. T. Holwerda 
Hackensack ... H. Bouma ...................... H. Minnema 
Holland ..................................... J. T. Hoogstl'a. . ...... 0. Breen 
Hudson '... . .... N. J. Monsma ................ N. Veltman" 
Kalamazoo .......... E. B. Pekelder .............. __ J. E. Meetel' 
Minnesota ................................. W. Vander Hoven .......... J. H. Rubingh 
Muskegon .. ~... . ....... E. J. Tanis ...................... M. Goote 
Orange City .............. : ...... R. Bronkema ................ J. Griffi~en 
Ostfriesland . • ................ H. Zwaanstl'a ... S. P. Mlersma 
Pacific. . .......................... W. Groen .. ..J. F. Schnurmann 
Pella .......................................... J. Geels ........ .. 
Sioux Center ............................. l. G. Vande Lune ...... B. J. Haan 
Wisconsin .................................. G.'·J. Rozenboom .. B. T. Haan 
Zeeland ....................... ---- ............ J. H. Bruinooge ............. H. Verduin 
Members at Large: 

Eastern Dist:r.ict ---: John Hamersma, Jr. 
Central District - T. Ribbens, John Hekman, H. Holtvlm,yer, J. Van 

Bruggen, B. Staal, J. Den Nooyer. 
Mid-West District - J. Vander Ark. 
Western District.- H. Elenbaas. 

Approved. 

III. Synod approve the election of the following meIl,lbers of the 
Christian Reformed Board of Missions. 

Classis Members Alte1'nates 
California .............. .. .... J. J. Steigenga' ............. G. J. Boel'efyn 
Chicago North ... .. ...... R. O. De Groot ............. J. SchaveI' 
Chicago South ......... . ...... A. J abaay ........ ..J. Vander Ploeg 
Grand Rapids East.. ....... L. Oostendorp ............. F. Handlogten 
Grand Rapids South ......... ____ .. H. Evenh,onse . . .... B. Essenburg 
Grand Rapids West.... . ...... W. P. Brink. __ ............ ____ C. Vanden Reuvel 
Hackensack ...... __ ............ __ ..... __ C. Van Ens ................... J. 'J. Holwerda, Jr. 
Holland ..... . ................ J. Beebe ... __ .................. __ A. Walcott '" 
Hudson ...... .. ...... J. R. Smith. . __ ....... E. Boeve 
Kalamazoo ........ __ ..... __ ....... : .... J. Entingh . __ .. ._ ... 0. De Groot 
Minnesota ..... ____ .. H. Bossenbroek ........... J. Roorda 
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Classis MembeTs A.ltenuttes 
Muskegon ...... __ ..... G. Vander Kooy _____ ...... J. C. Scholten 
Orange City ...... _____ .. __ .J. Cupido __ . __ . ____ .............. J. Masselink 
Ostfrieshmd . __ .......... _ .... __ .J. Vande Kieft.. ............ S. P. Miersma 
Pacific ... .. ___ .. __ ............ P. De Koekkoek. ............. J. C. Verbrugge 
Pella ......... ___ ........ ___ . __ .D. Grasman ...... __ ......... . 
Sioux Center ............. ___ .. ___ ....... J. Zwaanstra ................ T. C. Van Kooten 
'Wisconsin .................................. vV. Alkema .: .... R. Evenhuis 
Zeeland ..................... ___ ........ __ .... D. Drost ...... ___ ....... H. Erffmeyer 
Members at Large: 

Dr. R. S. Vi'ierenga, Mr. J. T. Davennan, Prof. E. Y. Monsma. 
Dr. R. De Mol, General Alternate. 

IV. Synod approve the election of the following members of the 
General COl1L1nittee j01' HOl1te II/fissions: 

Classis M embe1'S Alte'rnates 
California ............................... L. Bouma ....................... H. De- Mots 
Chicago North ........................ H. Bakel' ..... . ........... 'V. Kok 
.Chicago South ........................ M. Van Dyke .................. B. Van Someren 
Grand Rapids East .................. E. F. Vissel' .................... P. Y. De Jong 
Grand Rapids South ................ R. Veenstra .................... C. Holtrop 
Grand Rapids West ................ T. Van Eerden ............. F. L. Netz 
Hackensack .............................. H. Dekker. . ................. A. Hoekema 
Holland .................................... L. Voskuil ...................... G. S. Kok 
Hudson' ...................................... 0. Holtrop .................... E. Boeve 
Kalamazoo ................................ L. Van Laar .................. O. De Groot 
Minnesota ................................ R. A. Rozeboom .............. J. Vanden Hoek 
Muskegon .................................. N. De Vries ................... . 
Orange City ............................ J. Hollebeek .................... G. Postma 
Ostfriesland ......... : .................. H. Petersen .................... 1. Meuzelaar 
Pacific ........................................ J. R. Van Dyke .............. R. v.,rHdschut 
Pella .......................................... J. A. l\fulder .................... H. Vander Kam 
Sioux Center ............................ J. Van Beek. ................... J. Breuker 
Wisconsin .................. : ............... C. M. Schoolland ............ W. Meyer 
Zeeland ...................................... M. Bolt ........................... B. Pekelder 

Members at LaTge AlteTnates 
Mr. B. H. Brouwer .................. Mr. F. Oldemulders 
Mr. \\T. Hofstra ........................ Mr. B. Smit 

- Mr. H. Hoeks,ema .................. ~.Rev. T. Verhulst 

Term 
1949-1952 
1947-1950 
1948-1951 

v. Synod approve the election of the following Synodical Delegates 
for Exa.mination: 

Classis Members Alternates 
California .............. . .. E. Tanis ............. ..P. A. Hoekstra 
Chicago North ............... P. Honderd .. .'V. Kok 
Chicago South .......................... G. Hoeksema ........ M. Van Dyke 
Grand Rapids East .................. C. Boomsma .............. C. Huissen 
Grand Rapids South ................ A. J. Rus.... . .......... P. Holwerda 
Grand Rapids \Vest ................ P. Jonker. . ........... T. G. Van Dyke 
Hackensack .. . ... : ........... H. Bouma .... . ......... B. H. Spalink . 
Holland ._ ... , .............. T. Yff .... . ........ \1,l. Van Peursem 
Hudson ....... . ......... 0. Holtrop '..... . ........ N. L. Veltman 
Kalamazoo ............................... L. Van Laal' .................... C. ,Oldenburg 
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Classis 1Vl embers AltM'nates 
Minnesota .......... __ .. __ ................ G. Van Laar .. ___ .. __________ .J. Vanden Hoek 
Muskegon .... : ........ , ...... __ ..... ___ .... J. Kromminga ............. .L. Veltkamp 
Orange City ....... _____ .. ___ ... _______ .J. Cupido ..... ____ .. ___ ... ____ ... J, MasseIink 
Ostfriesland ...................... __ ...... B. Vanden ·Brink ........... A. A. Koning 
Pacific ................ ___ ................. ___ .W. Groen ......... _ ... __ .. ______ .J, K. Van 13aalen 
Pella .......... __ ... __ ..... __ ... : .............. J. Geels ._ .. _ .... ___ ... __ ... ____ .. _. 
Sioux Center .. _ ... __ ..... ___ ........... . 
Wisconsin ......... ___ ..................... N. Jansen ........................ C. M. Schoolland 
Zeeland .................................... ,.J. H~ Bruinooge .............. E. Van Halsema 

Adopted. 
VI. Synod approve the following appointments: 
1. Synodical Committee: Dr. Y. P. De Jong; Rev. W. Groen; Rev; E. 

Van Halsema, Stated Clerk (ex-officio); Alternate, Rev. N. J. 
Monsma (Term expires 1952). 

2. Stated Clerk: Dr. R. J. Danhof (Term expires 1954); Alternate, 
Rev. 'P. G. Holwerda. 

3. Synodical T1'easurer: Mr. Tony NOOl'dewiel'; Alt.ernate, Mr. H. J . 
Voss (Term expires 1952). 

4. U. S. TreaSUTe1' for Canada: Mr. George T. 'Wieland;-' Alternate, Mr. 
L. Kloe! (Term expires 1951). 

'5. Treasurer of- Canadian Churches: MI" 'J. Vander Vliet. 
6. Publication Committee: J. Veenstra; Dr. H. H. Meetel'; H. Denk

ema; G. J. Rooks; G. Buist; Rev. P. Holwerda; Rev. C. Boomsma; 
Prof. L. Berkhof; Fred Van Kleef. (Cf. Report of Committee on 
Publication Mattel's for specific ruling of 1950 Synod re term of 
office.) 

7. Committee for South America and Ceylon: 
Recommendation,' That the office of Secretary and Treasurer shall 

henceforth not be held by the same individual. 
Grounds: 1. Rule' of Synod that Ministers shall 

not, hold the office of tl'eaSUl'er. 
2. To combine the office of Secretary 

with ,that of Treasurer is an un
usual procedure and entails too 
much work for one individual. 

Pe1'sonnel: Prof. M. J. vVyngaarden; Rev. P~ Jonker; Rev. C. Vanden 
Heuvel; Dr. E. Strikwerda; Rev. T. Yif; Mr. J. De Haan. 

8. Committee 101' Church Help: Rev. J. Breuker; Rev. J: Cupido; M1'. 
C. R. Mulder; Mr. S. Elgersma; Rev. N. Beute; AlternatE', He ..... P. 
Ouwinga. . 

9. Representative American Bible Society: Rev. H. Bouma; Alternate, 
Rev. J. P. Smith. 

10. Representative British and Foreign Bible Society:' Rev. J. Vander 
Meer; Alternate, Rev. C. Witt. 

11. Representative General Commission of Anny and Navy Chaplein.3: 
Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft; Alternate, Rev. Harold Dekke~·. 

12. Chaplain Committee: Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft; Rev. E. Boeve; H.ev. 
Harold Dekker. 

13. Committee on Ecu.'~enicity and Correspondence with Othf.'Y Churchcb: 
Prof. C. Bouma; Dr. J. T. Hoogstra; Prof. ·Wm. Rutgers;- and the 
Stated Clerk (ex officio). 
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14. Historical C01nll~ittee: Prof. S. Volbeda; Prof. H. J. Van .\.ndelj Dr. 
J •. Kromminga; Prof. G. 8tob. 

15. Committee Mission Sunday School Lesson Planning: Rev~ H. Ver
duin; Rev. L. Van Laarj Rev. R. Veenstra; Mr. A. Vander Veer; 
Miss Katie Gunnink. 

16. Committe~ Sunday School Lesson Planning: 
Rev. J. H. Bratt; Miss Dena KOl-:fker; Dr. 
Faber. 

Rev. D. H. Walters; 
L. GreenW~!'JT; Mr. C. 

17. Transportation Secretary: Mr. A. H. Andriese. 
18. Committee for Mimeographing Reports and Makino Arningement$ 

for the Next Synod: Mr. H. Voss, Alternate, Prof. E. Y. Monsma. 
19. Committee for Ministers' Pension and Relief Administ1ution: Mr. 

F. L. Wintifl'; Rev. J. O. Bouwsma; Mr. N. Hendricks; Mr. William 
Boer; Rev. B. Van Sornerenj Alternates: Mr. G. Doornbos'; Mr. G. B. 
Tinholt; Rev. W. Reinsma; Mr. B. De Jager; Rev. T. Yff. 

20. Rep'resentative Lord's Day Alliance: Rev. C. Van Ens; Alternate, 
J?r. O. Holtrop. 

21. Representative National Christian Association: Rev. \V. Van Rees; 
Alternate, Rev. J. Schaver. 

22 •. Radio C01n~~ittee - HBack to God Hour": R'ev. D. H. Walters; Rev. 
E. B. Pekelder; Rev. H. B~ker; Mr. Jacob De Jager; Mr. 'J. Van~t 
Hof; Mr. P. Damsma; Rev.'J. Ehlers; Rev. Wm. Kok; Mr. L. Bere; 
Mr. C. J. Den Dulk; Rev. G. Postma; Mr. H. Hoving. 

23. Calling Church for the Next Synod: First Christian Reformed 
Church, Grand Rapids. 

24. Committee f01' the Publication of Reformed Tracts: R~v. D. H. 
Walters; Mr. P. B. Peterson; Rev. N. De Vries; Prof. L. Berkhof; 
Mr. G. Dykman; Mr. E. Postma; Rev. E. Boer; Rev~ L. Veltkamp 

25. United Youth Committee: Rev. C. Witt; Mrs. C. Bouma; two more 
are to be appointed by the A.F.R.Y.W.S. and two by the Y.C.F. 

26. Committee on Denominational Building: Mr. John -Hekman; Mr. 
P. D. Bouma; Mr. Herman Baker; Mr. James Ryskamp; Mr. Geo. 
F. Wieland. 

,27. Committee on "Catechetical Training" (Educational Committee): 
Rev. N. J. Monsma; Rev. H. Dekker; Rev. A. A. Hoekema; Mr. 
Sidney Van Til; Dr. W. Rooks; Rev. N. H. Bevers}uisj Mr. S. 
Bangma'; Mr. B. Breuker. 

28. Canadian immigration Committee: Rev. P. Hoekstra; Mr. J. Vander 
Vliet; Rev. A. Disselkoenj Mr. L. Vande Velde; Rev. J. M. Vande 
Kieft. 

29. Committee for Spiritual Relief in Gewmany and Hungary: Dr. J. 
T. Hoogstra; Rev. T. Verhulst; Dr. J. Kromminga; Mr. A. Naber; 
Mr. F. Oldemulders. 

30. Committee for Hugenot Rel'ief: Holland-Zeeland Deacons, Conference., 

31. Pension Plan for all Unordained Denominational and Classical Mis
sion Workers: Tony Noordewier; F. L. Winter; N. Van Valkenberg. -

32. Contact Committee: Dr. C. Bouma and Stated Clerk. 

33. Fraternal Delegate to Assembly of Ortlwdox Presbyterian ChU1'ch: 
(Synodical Committee pending selection ~f place.) 
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34. Frate'J"nal Delegate to Assembly of Associate Relot"med Presbytc1-ian 
ChwJ'ch: (Synodical Committee pending selection of place.) 

35. Special .4·dvisory and Assisting Budget Committee for Synod of 
1951: Mr. G. 'Wieland; Mr. H. Hoekstra; Mr. M. De Jongj Mr. 
H. Holtvluwerj Mr. F. 1;. 'Vinter; 

36. Committee to P"'epare the Form IO?' Erasure of Members by Ba;ptism: 
Prof., S. Volbeda; Dr. J. T. Hoogstra; Rev. C. Groot; PrOf. -E. Y. 
MOllsma; Rev~ T. Verhulst; Rev. O. Breen. 

37. Refo1med Missionary Council: Dr. J. C. De Korne; Alternate, 
Rev. H., Boer. 

38. Pension Board of Culvin College and Seminary: Rev. J. Putt and 
Mr. T. Noordewier. • 

39. Study Committee on Scope of Home Mission Work: Rev. J. M. 
Vande Kieft; Prof. E. Stl'ikwerda'j Prof. Geo. Stob; Rev. John A. 
Mulder and Rev. Vlm. Brink. 

40. CenSU1'e of Resigning Members: Rev. J. Verbrugge; Rev. W. Groen; 
Rev, J. Schuurmann; Rev. R. Haan. 

41. Committee to Study Synodical Decisions -an A 1JUtSements: Dr. L. 
Greenway; Rev. J. Vander Ploeg; Rev. J. Breuker; Rev. H. J. 
Kuiper; Rev. N. J. Monsma; Mr. E, R. Post; Dr. H. Stob; Rev. W. 
Kok; Rev. G. Hoeksema . 

. 42; Synodical Rep1'esentati'l}e on Bible Tract League (Former Faith 
and Tract League): Mr. John Keuning. 

43. Boa1'd of Administ'ration of the N .A.E.: Rev.- H. Baker. 

44, Committee for Displaced Persons: Dr, P. Y. De Jongj Rev. J. M. 
Vande Kieft; one elder from Neland Ave.; one elder from Dennis 
Ave.; one deacon from Alpine Ave.; and one deacon from Grandville 
Ave\ 

45. Committee to Investigate_ whether ArtiCle 70 of the Church 01'de1' 
should be Removed: Rev. B. Van Somereu; Rev. J. Vander Ploeg; 
Rev. A. Jabaay; Mr. J. Kuiper. 

46. Mission P1inciples Study ,Committee: Rev. John Gritter; Rev. H. 
Petroelje; Rev. J. Van Bruggen; Rev. H. Boer; Rev. A. H. Smit; 
Rev. H. Evenhouse; and elder Hero Bratt. 

47. Revising Rules of Procedure f01' Synod: Rev. 1\1. Monsma; Rev._ E. 
Van Halsema; Rev. G. H,oeksema. 

48. Delegates to 1951 Convention of N.A.E.: Dr. P. Y. De Jong; Rev. 
Geo. Gritter; Rev. J. Geelsj Rev. N. Veltman; Richard Postma and 
Stated Clerk ex officio. 

49. Liason Man American Home Bible League: Mr. Geo.' Vander 
Werken. 

50. Committee to Study Propriety 0/ Annuity Bonds: Dr. J. Daane; 
Rev. E. Tanis; Rev. H. De ,Mots; Mr. T. "Ter~an; Mr. Ralph Dick. 

51. Committee to Publish Sermons for Reading Services: Rev. J. Schuur
mann; Rev. J. C. Verbrugge; Rev. P. De Koekkoek. 

52. Committee on, Pa-rticular Synods: Rev._B. J. Haan; Rev. J. Breuker; 
Rev. J. Griffioen; Rev. P. Van Tuinen; Rev. G. Van Laar. 
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53. Committee anent Request from Geref.· Ke'i"ken; Netlwrlands 1'8 de
Si1"ubility of Revising Church Order: Rev. E. B. Pekelder; Rev. L. 
Van Lilar; Rev. 'J. Olthoff; Rev. J. SchaveI'. . 

54. Committee to Investigate Possibility of Mission Work in Pakistan: 
Rev. L. Oostendorp; Rev. C. Vanden Iteuvel; Prof. E. Y. Monsma. 

55. Delegate to Free Magyar Reformed Church Synod: (Appointed' by 
Synodical Committee.) 

ARTICLE 161 
The chairman expresses his appreciation to the brethren of Synod in 

the following words: 
Fellow ll1embwi's of Synod of 19/jO: 

After nine days of· strenuous work and constant application we haye 
come to the conclusion of our labors. 

Perhaps some of your friends back home considered your journey to 
Grand Rapids something of a vacation trip. If any of our delegates them
selves associated delegation to, and work at Synod with a vacation, I am 
sure that you have changed your mind by this time. You have all worked 
hard and long. It was time and effort spent in the Lord's service. Yo'u 
do not regret the hours and days which you spent here. May God bless 
all our discussions and decisions! 

May our decisions regarding our Missionary endeavors be richly 
blessed of our God. May the year 1950 mark the beginning of gl'eat things 
undertaken by us for our God and His Christ in various lands 1 

May the principles decided upon by this Synod form a firm founda
tion for strong and beautiful buildings reared to God's glory and our 
welfare. 

We are happy that this Synod was favored by the presence of two 
delegates from the Gereformeerde Kerken of the Netherlands, Mr. A. 
Warnaar and Pi'of. Dr. J. H. Bavinck. ""Ve were,.-also happy to have in 
our midst the Rev. B. Kruithof of the Reformed Church of America, the 
Rev. J. D. Edgar of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, the Rev. J. H. 
Nagy of the Free Magyar Reformed ChurCh, and Mr. G. ""V. Marston 
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. 

I would express my sincere thanks to all the members of Synod for 
their splendid cooperation in, performing" a common task. Thanks especial
ly to my fellow officers for their constant help and gqod work. Thanks to 
our Vice-Pres., Rev. J. Gritter, for his loyal support and helpful aid. 
Thanks to our First Clerk, Rev. H. Evenhouse, and the Second Clerk, 
Dr. R. Bronkema, for there promptness and aCCUl·acy. Thanks to all the 
reporters for their yeoman task and splendid work. Thanks to the faculty 
members who aided us with their advice. Likewise to Mr. Voss and his 
aides in the office: Their good work and promptness we much appreciate. 

vVe have indeed continued our reputation for maintaining deliberative 
assemblies, and there is satisfaction in that, though our animated and 
lengthy discussions may have wearied some of us at times. 

And now brethren, may God bless you one and all! May He give you 
a safe return to your homes and churches, and may He use you all in 
His blessed service, to His glory, and to the advancement of His cause 
and Kingdom! 

Your 'humble and willing servant for Christ's sake, 
MARTIN' MbNS:\'1A. 
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ARTICLE 162 
The Rev. J. Gritter expresses to the President the following words 

,of appreciation: 
Mr, President: I am very happy to convey to' you the tha:nks' of the 

1950 synod of the Christian Reformed Church for the invaluable con
tribution you have made to its work. Cheerfully and vigorously you have 
borne the heavy load which the election to the presidency' of this body 
imposed upon you. Again we have been illlpressed with your love for 
God's Kingdom, your understanding of church affairs, your gift of leader
ship, yo~ll' fairness and good sense. It was a pleasure to ,york with you 
and UJ}der your directiOIi., 

M.ay QUI' God continue to use you abundantly for the promotion of His 
blessed cause. Once again we thank yon. 

ARTICLE 163 
Rev. l\:Iartin Monsma leads in closing prayer, and Synod ~ings 

';Praise God from whom all blessings flow," etc. 

Rev. M. Monsma, President 
Rev. J. Gritter, Vice-President 
Rev. H. Evenhouse, First Clerk 
Dr . .R. Bronkema, Second Clerk 

ATTESTED A TRUE COPY 

DR. R. J. DANHOF, STATED CLERK 
944 NELAND AVE., S.E. 
GRAND RAPIDS 7, MICHIGAN 





SUPPLEMENT 1 

SUPPLEMENT NO. 1 
(Arts. 122, 157) 

THE AMERICAN. BIBLE SOCIETY 

To the Synod of the Christian Refonned Church. 
convening June, 1950, in Grand Rapids, A1ich. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN:' 

105. 

ON the first floor of the office building of the American Bible 
Society you find a large globe. When you press a switch small 

lights begin to sparkle in every inhabited part of the world indicaied 
on the globe and it begins to revolve slowly. Each light indicates the 
abode of a nation or tribe in whose language the whole Bible or a 
part has been translated, - 1,056 lights altogether. It is inspirin1; 
to' think that, every :pation and almost every tribe can read God':, 
word in _ its 'own tongue. 

This translation work has been.' carried on almost exclusively b:.y 

the Bible societies of the leading Christian countries with the help 
of "many missionaries on \ the field. OUf American Bible Society has 
carried in recent years the lion share of this work because of the 
influence of the war in many other countries. At" present the work Qf 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, the oldest in existence, is 
also greatly handicapped because of the devalnation of the English 
pound and the industrial struggle. We have taken over its work in 
various countries. This holds true also of most -of the other Bible 
societies, who are handicapped by lack of funds and materials. We 
still supply many with -paper, binding material, and even machinery 
that they may be able to carryon this work. A meeting of repre· 
sentatives of all the Bible societies of the world, held in New York 
during the snrumer of 1949, was very helpful to plan and coordinate 
the work on a world-wide scale. Twenty-five Bible societies were' 
represented, some, of them rather small. 

At present our society has in process of preparation translation!'_ 
in fifteen languages; four have come from the printer; sixteen are in 
the hands of the printer; sonie of th~se are first scripture publications 
in that language. 

This is all very encouraging. But when the delegates of the forty
six participating churches met together in the two day session of'the 
advisory council on November 29 and 30 to discuss the planning and 
execution of the work· ,for the year 1950 we -realized that it -will be 
extremely difficult, almost impossible, to meet the demand for Scrip
tures that come .. from all over the world. The board in .chargeof 
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the work is limited by the amount of rl10ney contributed by the. 
churches and by other donors. If the work planned for 1950 shall 
be carried out the chuTches should contribute more than one million 
dollars, and an even larger amount must be received from individuals. 

It would be interesting and illuminating if this report could cover 
all the fields where our society works and supplies the Scriptnres. 
But this is impossible. We will try to present a few examples to 
show the great need of and desire for the Word of God. 

Japan is an outstanding example of a heathen country with a 
tremendous demand for Scriptures. It is a country of seventy million 
inhabitants of which about 350,000 are Christians, besides a smaller 
number of R'oman Catholics. General McArthur has urged our Bible 
Society repeatedly to increase the number of Bibles and Testaments. 
Since the erid of the war more than one' million Bibles, two million 
New Testaments, and one million other portions of. Scripture have 
been sent. At present much of the printing and binding is done in 
Japan and we supply the material; and so we hope to reach for this 
year two million Bibles and parts of it. But the demand continues. 
Weekday Bible classes are organized in offices, factories, municipal 
buildings, and other places of employment where groups gather at 
the luncheon to study the Word of God. How sad it would be if for 
lack of money V;re would have to limit our printing and be unable to 
supply the demand. 

Let me inject here a word of information about the policy of the 
A. B. S. in respect to distributing the Scriptures. The question has 
been asked, does the society give them away. The answer is no! All 
Scriptures published are priced -at cost or just bela,,,; and if a person 
is able to pay, he pays that price. The A. B. S. makes no profit on 
any of its publications: If books are given away free, those who 
,"vQuld receive them ,,,auld most likely not appreciate the gift. There
fore the society asks some value in return even if this return would 
have no money-value for the society. It is surprizing how many 
people in Japan are willing to pay the cost price. But in its emergency 
work and where there is need and no ability to pay, Scriptures are 
given away freely. During the last four years our society has given 
away over a half million dollars worth, of Scriptures in more than 
forty languages. 

Let us take a glance at a few more countries. In spite of the civil 
war in China and the expUlsion of many mis'sionaries, the A. B. S. thru 
its native workers has distributed more than one million, three hundred 
thousand Bibles and parts of it; and the good work is still carried 
on in spite of great difficulties. Before the war we distributed more 
than twice this number. 
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In the Russian zone of Germany we are able to supply the materials 
needed for printing German Scriptures. The Russian masters consider 
this useless \vork and ,therefore deprive those engaged in printing and 
distributing Scriptures of their rationing cards, but they interfere' not 
with the \vark itself. Therefore we do not only send these workers 
printing material, but aI,so "Care Packages" with food, that the good 
\'Vorl(' may go on.' 

It is interesting to look at the work in South America, in these 
so-called Roman Catholic countries. Look at Brazil. To the man in 
charge of the Bible depot and distribntion work we have sent all the 
Scriptures he asked for at the beginning of this year. But he greatly 
underestimated the demand. They sold more rapidly than we could 
print and ship them; and on Bible Sunday there were no Bibles left 
for· those who desired to buy them. Increased production is the 
only remedy. 

In our· own country there is a tremendous need. Colporteurs are 
covering parts of the Southern States where thousand,s live without 
"The Book to live by." Let us also appreciate the viork that is done 
in order that "the blind may see and the deaf may hear." The Scrip
tures are supplied in Braille or on records for a nominal sum or free 
to all those who need them. 

It is a cause of great comfort that amidst all the confusion and 
strife in this world, and while the spirit of secularization appears to 
grow on every side, there is also evident this growing need and 
desire for the Word of God. I am happy to report that our church. 
does its part faithfully in helping to supply this need. I would kindly 
ask synod to recommend again the American Bible Society to our 
,chun.;hes for m?ral and financial support. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HESSEL BO)JMA 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 2 
(Arts. i22, 157) 

BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY 

The Synod of the Chrisf'ian Refo·rmed 'C1Htrch of 1950, 
DEAR BRETHREN: 

A s your representative to the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
I tried to obtain information as to the manner wherein I could 

serve. _ OUf Stated Clerk informed me concerning the headquarters 
of the Society and following this lead I travelled to Toronto where I 
met the Rev. Mr. W. H. Hudspeth, a former missionary who \vas 
well acquainted with the work of the Reformed Churches of the 

. Netherlands in Indonesia. . 
He informed me that' the connection between our church and the 

British and Foreign Bible Society could be maintained if your ~epre
sentative visited the annual meeting and received the annual reports 
of the parent and auxilliary Society. I left 122 Bloor St., Toronto, 
with these reports in my possession and present a, few of the out
standing facts of the past year. 

The title of the report: "In Search of Man," places the emphasis 
upon -man, as is the trend of our day. This searGh of man is reviewed 
as it is carried on over much of the world today. The impression that 
remains quite vivid in the mind is that the cause of the printed Word 
of God is handicapped in almost every continent. In Eastern Europe 
Communism curbs the successful working of Bible distribution; in 
the near East; the recent wat:s between Jews and At:abs has so 
d~sturbed the moods of men that the wot:k is done in the face of 
difficulties; further East the antipathy for England and Amedca 
affects the work of the agents whose books have the names of these 
countries on their flyleaf; India and China and other Asiatic countries 
are too unsettled and disturbed for effective work by Bible agents, 
although there is much especially in China that is encouraging: three 
times as many Scriptures were distributed in 1948 as in 1947. Africa 
like Asia is visited by Communism which distributes much literature 
especially among the better educated; the racial strife in So. Africa 
does not work in the interest of the Gospel. South America is a 
field where Rome interferes witli the spreading of the Bible, while 
the high cost of living and the occurrence of revolutions also hinders 
the work of the Bible Society. The Canadian branch of the Society 
was ~ble to carryon its' work among Indians, Eskimos and new 
settlers and make generous contributions for activities in other parts 
of the world. 
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Although Communism and Rome 0;' the whole oppose the spread· 
ing of the Word of God, the report indicates that in Poland and 
Austria the interest in the Gospel is great. Otherwise the work is 
almost nil in Spain and in some of the Balkan, countries. Some of 
the branches in the countries are able to continue because a reorganizaM 

tion took place whereby the British and Foreign Bible Society with· 
drew and the work was taken over by a national organization., The 
power of God is plainly observed in wh~t happens in the, high hills 
of Formosa, where in a comparable short time the natives learned 
to bow before God. God's instruments were an old lady and a young 
man who told and lived the Gospel. Ethiopia is another of the lands 
that gladly receives the 'Word. ' 

Through the work of the Society, the Bible was translated into 
six new languages; four for Africa, one for India, and one for 
Indonesia. 

The Bible Societies of various lands met in 1948 at Dunblane, 
Scotland, and discussed how to do the work most effectively. The 
conclusion was that 35,000,000 copies of Scriptures were needed; 
only half could be supplied. Thus the task here too is great and it 
should make us humble, when we without concern reach for the 
Book and read the Word of God, 

When we consider how God has blessed us in our native or adopted 
land where we ,have abundance in material and spiritual things; 
when we remember, our· treasures -that are eternal and the fre'edam 
in which we may e;'joy them, we should feel inclined to be generous 
so that those 17,500,000 copies also may be printed and the blessed 
Gospel be brought to those in darkness or the semi-darkness of the 
world today. 

In the hope that these lines may ,serve the cause of the Lord our 
God and King, and may I request' Synod to recommend this worthy 
cause to the support of our Canadian churches, 

Respectfully submitted, 
REV, JOHN VANDER MEER 
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SUPPLEMENT NO.3 
(Arts. 86, 157) 

. THE PATERSON HEBREW MISSION BOARD 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church 
convening June, 1950, at Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Subject to the apP"oval of Classes H"dson and Hackensack. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

T HE Board of the Paterson Hebrew: J'vIissioll herewith submits 
its report of. the activities in the year 1949 for your information 

and consideration. ' 
The Paterson I-Iebrevv Mission is under the direct jurisdiction of 

Classes Hudson and Hackensack, and is conducted by a Board con
sisting of four members of each of the foregoing Classes. 

The Board is constituted the same as the previous years and is as 
follows: Rev. H.Bouma, President; Dr. O. Holtrop; Vice Pres.; 
Mr. S. E. Greydanus, Secretary; Mr. Richard Meyer, Treasurer; 
Rev. E. Boeve; Rev. B. H. Spalink; <Mr. J. De Leeuw; and Mr. A. 
Atema. 

The Mission workers are the same as the previous year with the 
exception that Dr. W. H. Rooks has been appointed as Physician 
together with Dr. Peter G. Berkhout. The Mission workers are: 
Rev. John R. Rozendal, Superintendent; Miss Martha Rozendal, 
Nurse and full time worker; Miss Wilhelmina Tuit, full time worker; 
Dr. Peter G. Berkhout and Dr. Wendell H. Rooks, Physicians. 

The Mission building at No. 48 North Main Street, Paterson, N. J. 
has been sold for $9,000.00 and all activities of the Mission are now 
centered and go out from the Mission building at No. 253. Hamilton 
Ave., Paterson, N.). 

The Board is exploring the possibility of establishing another mis
sion in another Jewish center of Paterson or in one of the suburbs 
of Paterson in which there is also a large Jewish center. However, 
the Board is not ready at this time to give a report or a definite 
recommendation. 

In connection with the abandonment bf the Mission at No. 48 
North Main St. the Board found it necessary to purchase a Pontiac 
Station Wagon for use in transporting regular attendants of our 
Mission that still reside in the vicinity of North Main St. and have 
no means of transportation to the Mission at No. 253 Hamilton 
Avenue. In connection with this the Anto allowance to Rev. Rozendal 
is ,disconti!1ued, with his approv~l. Rev. Rozendal has been given the 
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privilege of using the car in view of the fact that same is housed in 
his garage free of charge. 

Included in this report is the Annual Report of the Superintendent, 
Rev. John R. Rozendal. Kindly consult that report for the general 
activities of the Mission. Also attached is the Annual Report of the 
Treasurer, Mr. Richard Meyer and the Proposed Budget for 1951. 

Trusting that this report will give you a general oversight of the 
work and activities of the Paterson Hebrew Mission for the year 1949. 

In conclusion the Board herewith expresses its appreciation to 
Superintendent, Rev. J. R. Rozendal, the Mission Workers and the 
Physicians for their devotion for this important Kingdom work and 
for their oft difficult labor that they perform in bringing the Gospel 
to .the Jewish people. 

May we ask for your continued support - moral and financial
and above :fll, your continued prayers. May the Lord bless you in 
your deliberation. 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Paterson Hebrew Mission Board, 

S. E. GREYD~NUS, Sec'y. 

REPORT OF THE PATERSON HEBREW MISSION FOR THE YEAR 1949 
To the Synod of the Chr. Ref. Church. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN AND FATHERS: 

We count it a real privilege to be able to give a report of the work 
done among the Jewish people of Paterson, N. J. Jewish Evangelism 
is thus far oply a small part of the large Mission program of our church. 
For the last 30 years we have only had two posts whereas the Jews 
are found in large numbers in at least 24 of the large cities of our land. 
Is it not time that we a;3 a church increase our efforts in behalf of the 
Jews? I believe we have a unique message for them. A Jewish family 
who moved to Los Angeles, Calif., wrote us that they had visited a 
mission or two in that city, but he told us that it was not like our mis

. sian in Paterson. In Los Angeles they never asked them where ·the)' 
lived and never called on them. In our work we stress personal work. 
We visit the Jew in his home .and shop and try to leave God's Word 
with him as well as tracts. Nlodern missions stress the Social-'side of 
the work and then mission work becomes nothing more than Social 
Service. The Jew does not want to be gained over by these methods. 
And therefore the Gospel must be first in the Mission. 

We have Gospel meetings on Saturday and Sunday evenings and 
also twice a week be.fore each dispensary meeting.' Our highest at
tendance at the Gospel meeting was 15 Jews. On December 24 we had 
our Christmas service. 41 Jews were present at this service. The 
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children under the leadership of Miss W. Tuit favored us with songs, 
dialogues and recitations about the birth of Jesus. Many of the parents 
of the Ichildren were present. :r..1emhers of our local churche::; worship 
with us and favor us with special music. Once a month we have a 
special service at which one of the local churches has charge of the 
meeting. The pastor of the church gives the message and members of 
his church provide music. The aver(ige attendance at these services 
thi. year was 24 Jews at each meeting. In this way the Jewish people 
meet our church people and our churches become more directly ac
ql)ainted with the work. 

On Tuesday afternoon and evening we have our clinic. Dr. P. G . 
.. Berlchout and Dr. W. L. Rooks have served the mission faithfully ill 
the past year. Dr. Berkhout" calls on the sick .in their homes also if 
necessary. We stress the fact that this is a. service given in the Spirit 
of Jesus Christ. Thus it is not mere medical service. One Jewish lady 
told us after she had visited Dr. Rooks in the clinic, "I enjoyed his 
ways of trying to help me so much. He talked to me and gave me 
courage. People need mOTe than medicine." 

Twice a week OUf Ladies classes meet. On 1ionday evening Miss 
M. Rozendal, who also is our Clinic Nurse, has a class of 15 Jewish 
ladies enrolled and from 10 to 12 attending every week. Also on 
Wednesday afternoon Miss Rozendal and Miss W. Tuit have a ladies 
class with 8 on the roll and 5 attending. 

On Monday afternoon and ·Friday' afternoon we have children's 
classes. Miss Tuit has 10 Jewish girls in the class. And on Tuesday 
evening three high school girls meet for Bible study. ' 

Visits are made regularly to homes and shops. In this 'way we reach 
many- who do not come into the mission. 

We would also express our appreciation to the members of 0111' 

Board who faithfully administer the affairs of the Mission. They are 
always ready to assist us and to provide llS with the things we need. 
A station wagon was purchased to transport those Jewish people who 
stilI live in the North Main St. section where we formerly had our 
mission building. 

The Jews are a migrating people. Many are moving to Fair Lawn 
and to the East Side of Paterson. In time we shall do work in these 
sections also. 

May the Lord bless Synod in its deliherations and may you pray 
much for Israel. 

The following is a report of the total attendance at our meetings 
'and classes for the year. The figures only include the Jews who are 
at these meetings. 
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No. of Meetings Total Attendance 

Saturday Evening Gospel-Service... 46 
Clinic, Tuesday Afternoon ..... :............. 47 
Ladies' Class, Monday Evening......... ................. 41 
Gospel Service, Sunday ,Evening.......... 47 
Clinic, Tuesday Evening................. 47 
Social Meetings and Services............... 6 
Ladies' Class, Wednesday P.M...... 42 
English and Bible Class................ 67 
Girls' Bible Class...... .................. 85 
Boys' Class' ................................... 22 
Visits to Homes and Shops.. . .... 1745 
Bibles Given- Out...... . 8 
New Testaments Given Out...... 60 
Gospels Given Out........ ~1 
Tracts Distributed ............................................... 3151 
High Schol Girls' Class....................... 10 

423 
203 
313 
256 
226 
141 
240 
244 
429 

36 

16 

We also cooperate with Mr. A. Huisjen in the Parish plan of Jewish 
Evangelization. Miss W. Tuit and the undersigned contribute articles 
to the Shepherd's Voice and every month we distribute 400 copies of 
this paper through the churches of Paterson to the Jews of this city. 
The staff has had many opportunities to speak before societies in the 
churches here as well as at Missionary Union meetings. We have" been 
privileged to present the caUSe in some Refor11:ed churches of this city. 

We are . living in critical times ,md today the Jew must have the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ if he is to find peace and rest. Today there is a 
large number of Jews who are Atheists and free thinkers. Th~y have 
left Judaism and are indifferent to Christianity. This group presents a 
real chall,enge to the Christian Church. Let us meet it with Divine help. 

May the Holy Spirit apply the Word to the hearts and lives of the 
Jewish people so that many may find rest for their soul. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Paterson Hebrew Mission 
REV. JOHN R. ROZENDAL, Supt. 

REPORT OF THE PATERSON HEBREW MISSION BOARD 
FINA)lCIAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1949 

Receipts 
Balance Jan. 1, 1949 ..................... : ...... . 
Income from General Fund ........ . 
Sale of property at# 48 North Main St ...... . 
Rent .................. .......... . ......................... . 
Interest' 't)ll Bonds ................................................ . 
Offerings ............ . ................................... . 

............ $ 5,303.43 
..$12,240.00 

8,979.21 
270.00 
250.00 
158.83 

~ifts ........................................ . 
Return "of' Insurance Premium ..... 

215.94 
................ .117.25 22,231.23 

Total with Balance .............................. . ......... $27,534.66 
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Disbursements 

Salaries NeL ...................... -.. $ 7,462.19 ................ . 
Withholding Tax ................ 396.00 ............................. $ 7,853.19 

Rent __ ...... _ ............................... . 
Fuel 
Telephone .. _._ ..... __ . __ . __ ....... __ ......... . 
Light and Water ... __ 
Auto Expense .. ___ ............ __ ..... _____ ... . 
Property Tax ... , ............................ :' .............. __ ......... ___ ........... . 
Repairs and Maintenance .......... . 
Supplies General.. __ .......... __ ............. . 
Supplies MedicaL. ___ .......................... __ ............ __ .................... . 
Miscellaneous ................................. __ ........................ __ .. __ .... __ 
Insura~ce .. __ ........................ __ .............................. . 
AdvertiSing .................. , ..................... . 
Expense Office and Bond for Treasurer ....... . 
Expense Bonds and Certificate of Deposit ..... , ....... . 
Expense Selling Property and Sta.mps ...................... . 
Expense for Station Wagon and % year license .. 

600.00 
423.76 
28.44 

205.73 
300.00 
264.91 
860.03 
266.66 

24.00 
172.70 
255.23 

8.40 
40.23 

12,032.15 
459.90 

2,410.00 

Total Disbur~ements ...... 

Balance December 31, 1949 ... _ ... 

. .. $26,210.33 

.. ..... $ 1,324.33 

Held in Bldg. Fund Account in Bonds and Certificate of Deposit .... $14,OOO.OO 
Held hi Bonds in Reserve Fund .......................................................... $ 5,000.00 

Total Assets of the Paterson Hebrew Mission, Dec. 31, 1949. 
Cash in Bank..................................... .. .................. : ................... $ 1,324.33 
U. S. Government Bonds ........................................................................ 10,000.00 
Furniture and Equipment ........................ .. 
Certificates Qf Deposit ....................... : .. 
Building at # 253 Hamilton Ave ....................................................... . 

2,000.00 
9,000.00 
7,000.00 

Total Assets .... ....................................................................... $29,324.33 

Respectfully submitted, 
Signed: Richard Meyer, Treasurer. 

Approved at a meeting of the Board 
hald January 9, 1950. 

AUDITOR'S REPORT 
I have examined the books and records of the Paterson Hebrew Mission 

and found them· to be correct, and in agreement with the bank records 
from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 1949·. 

Signed: Martin C. Kooistra 



"' I 
I 
! 
f 

I 
l, 

r 

SUPPLElIENT 3 

J>roposed Budget for 1951 

Rev. John R. Rozendal, Salary ................................ __ ...... $ 3,000.00 
Martha Rozendal, Salary .................. __ .............................. '.. 2,000.00 
Wilhelmina Tuit, Salary ...... , .................... -- .. ---.-- .. ------.---.... 2,000.00 
Dr. Peter G. BerkhouL _____________________________________________ oo ____ 00 540.00 
Dr. Wendell H. Rooks________________________________________________________ 360.00 
Janitor's Service ............................. . _ .... ~ ..... _._ .. ____ ._ ... _ ..... _..... 364.00 

Rent, Missionary's Home .. ___ ......... ___ .............. __ .............. __ ... . 
Auto' Maintenance, including 

Insurance and License ................................................. __ .. . 
Fuel ________________________________________________________________________________________ $ 
Gas, Light, Water, Telephone .................................. , ........ ' 
Supplies for Mission Work. ........................................... . 
Repairs and Maintenance ..................... ' ......................... .. 
Insurance .................... . ....................................... . 
Medi~al Supplies and Expenses .. _ ................................ _ .. . 
Miscellaneous 
Equipment ............. . 

450.00 
250.00 
400.00 
500.00 
100.00 
200.00 
150.00 
100.00 

us 

$ 8,264.00 
600.00 

300.00 

$ 2,150.00 
Total Budget ______________________________________________________________________________ $11,314.00 

Estimated Income 
General Fund ______________________________________________________________________ $10,764.00 
Offerings _______________________________ ~ ________________ ,-----c_______________________ 200.00 
Interest on Bonds ............ -.............................. __ ......... 300.00 
Donations ..... :........................................................................ 50.00 

$11,314.00 
The Paterson Hebrew Mission Board respectfullly request a quota of 

35 cents per family for the year 1951. 
Respectfully submitted, 
The Paterson Hebrew Mission Board, 
S. E. Greydanus, Sec'y 

SUPPLEMENT TO REPORT DATED JANUARY 9, 1950 
To the Sy,;od of the Christian Reformed Church 

convening June, 1950, at .Grand Rapids, Mich_ 
Subject to the approvol of Classes Hudson and Hackensack_ 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

In supplement to the report of the Paterson Hebrew Mission Board 
dated January 9, 1950 the following is brought to your attentIOn. 

The Board has established a Building Fund during the past year 
by taking $5,000_00 from the Reserve Fund and the $9,000.00 re
ceived from the sale of the building at 48 North Main Street. 

The reason for the establishing of this Building Fund is the pos
sibility of establishing another mission in another Jewish center of 
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Paterson or in one of the suburbs of Paterson in which there is ,also 
a large Jewish Center. 

This may necessitate the purchasing of an other building in the not 
too distant future. On account of that possibility the Board thought it 
best to establish this' Building Fund so as to be prepared should the 
opportunity present itself for such action. 

Another reason for establishing this Building Fund is the fact 
that we have no horne for our Missionary. It is very well possible 
that we may be suddenly confronted with the necessity to provide a 
home for our Missionary and the Board felt that we should plan for 
that. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Paterson Hebrew Mission Board, 

S. E. GREYDANUS, Sec',),. 

The Board of the Paterson Hebrew Mission, at its meeting held 
Monday, March 6, 1950, has instructed me to express to you the" 
Board's. desire that Classes Hackensack send a request (0 the 1950 
Synod for an expression on the. matter of depositing Denominational 
Funds. 

It is the Board's understanding that all reserve funds are to be 
invested into Government Bonds because of its safety. However, a 
higher rate- of i~terest can be obtained from local Savings' and Loan 
Associations and these are also guaranteed by the Government up to 
$5,000.00. 

Furthermore, some of our own men are on the Board of Directors 
of these) local Savings and" Loan Associations. 

On account of the foregoing the Board is desirous to have an ex
pression from Synod on this matter because the same conditions may 
hold in many of. our centers and thereby.a. more desirable investment 
could be obtained for all Denominational Funds. 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Paterson Hebrew Mission Boara, 

S. E. GREYDANUS, Sec'y. 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 4 
(Arts. 86, 157) 

CHICAGO JEWISH MISSION 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

117 

T HE following served on th~ Board of the National Institnte last 
year (1949): Rev. E. Kooistra, Pres.; Dr. E. Masselink; Vice 

Pres.; Rev. J. Betten, Sec'y.; Mr. George Ottenhoff, Treas. ; Rev. J. L. 
Schaver and Thomas Stob. This year the Rev. Enno Haan succeeds 
Rev. J. L. Schaver, who asked not to be placed on nomination for 
re-election. Mr. Ottenhoff is now bonded as treasurer of Nathanael 
Institute in harmony with Synod's policy that all treasurers of denomi
national funds carry bonds. The Board is. under the direct supervision 
of Chicago Classis North. 

The BoaTd has conscientiously tried to do the work required 'of il. 
Buildings have been kept in good condition. Needed equipment was 
purchased. Financial matters were carefully handled. The work of 
the staff was duly supervised. With the .approval of Classis bonuses 
of $200.00 each were granted to all. full-time staff workers, and a 
bonus of $100.00 to the janitor. 

On October 20th the work of the Rev. J; Zandstra, superintendent, 
terminated. Rev. Zandstra having accepted the call as denominational 
home missionary to Sioux City, Iowa. Shortly afterward Miss Bena 
Kok, missionary-nurse, concluded her work at the Nathanael Institute 

. to become matron and nurse at the Roseland Home for the Aged. The 
Board, after expressions of appreciation for their work at the N. 1. 
were extended, bade them God's blessing in their new fields of labor. 

Mr. A. Huisjen was appointed acting superintendent pro-tem. Part 
time help was engaged to carry on the work. Meanwhile the Board 
endeavored to have the vacancies filled more permanently. A call was 
extended to the Rev. John R.. Rozendal of the Paterson Hebrew Mis
sion to become superintendent of Nathanael Institute. After careful 
consideration he decided to remain at the Paterson Hebrew Mission. 

On January 16, 1950, Mr. HarryWieringa, Jr., of Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, started full-time work .at the N. 1. as a temporary relief. 
Mr. Wieringa had considerable experience in City Mission work. .Mr. 
A. Huisjen and Miss Edith Vander Meulen are the only other full
time workers. Dr. William Yonker continues as part-time clinic physi
cian. 

An ordained man and a missionary-nurse are a dire need at the 
present time in order to-have a sO!l1ewhat adequate staff at the Nathanael 
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Institute. Suitable persons for these positions seem ,to be scarce. We 
trust and pray that God will provide the right parties in due time. 

The staff has worked faithfully during 1949. Here follows the 
weekly schedule of activities: Sundays - Gospel meeting in the even
ing; Mondays - medical clinic and personal work with clinic patients; 
Young men's activities; Tuesdays - clinical work, kindergarten, girls 
classes; liVednesdays - medical clinic and personal work,. ladies meet
ings, high school girls classes; Thursdays - kindergarten, doctrinal 
classes, young ,men's activities; Fridays -medical clinic and personal 
work, staff meetings, girls elass; Saturdays - Happy hour elass. The 
minimum attendance at some of these classes is six. The maximum 
at other classes approaches the twenty marie The number of patients 
treated in the dinic is from about 150 to about 200 per month. The 
above hardly presents an acleqJlate picture of the work done by the 
staff. A large amount of detail work in the office, making purchases, 
preparing for classes, is not included. 

, Besides his work as acting superintendent, Mr. Huisjen also takes 
care of preparing and of obtaining material for the Shepherd's Voice, 
editing and mailing the same, assisted by the co-editors and Mrs. 
Karsen, part-time office employee. 1v1ore and more copies of the 
Shepherd's Voice are sent out with each issue. 

Is the work at the Nathanael Institute bearing fruit? Most important 
of all is that Christ's eommand is being obeyed in that the Gospel is 
being preached also unto the Jews. Those closest to. the work are 
encouraged also in this that an)Ong those "rhom they work with there 
are some who evidence an ever increasing interest in the Gospel. 

An outstanding event during the year was the profession of faith 
and baptism of a Mrs. Goldstein in the Oak Park Christian Reformed 
church. She is all: elderly Jewish woman and has been in attendance at 
Nathanael Institute for some ten years. May God give her graee to 
continue faithful in her Christian profession. To Goel be all the glory. 

With the above report we also present (1) the annual report of the 
treasurer, (2) the proposed budget for the year 1951, and (3) the 
auditor's statement. Respectfully submitted, 

JOSEPH BETTEN, Sec'y. 

ANNUAL STATEMENT OF THE CHICAGO JEWISH MISSION 
OF THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

From Jan. 1st, 1949, to Dec. 31st, 1949 
Receipts 

Operating: 
Balance on hand 1/1/49 ........ , ... _ ....... : ..................................... _ .. __ .... _$ 1,035.63 
Synodical Treasurer ____________________________________________________ $17 ,560.00 
Donations and Collections____________________________________________ 670.26 
Medical Department ____________________________________________________ 1,700.00 19,930.26 

Total Operating Income _____________________________ _ $20,965.89 
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Other Receipts: 
Interest on Investments ....................... : ....................... -.$ 
Principal Payments on MOl'tgages. ..................... .. 
Withholding of Tax' on Employees ..... : .... ' ................. . 
Property Tax in Escrow ...... ~ ................................. . 
A. Huisjen, Car Loan Repayment ............................. . 
Rev. J. Zandstra, Car Loan Repayment in fulL .. 
Savings and Loan Stock Sold ................................... . 
George Ottenhoff Realty Co., Advance to meet 

Payrolls ................................................................... . 
Miscellaneous Income, Salary Rebates, etc ............ . 
Ministers Pension FundI alc Zandstra ................... . 

Total Receipts .............................................. . 

Disbursements 
Operating: 

588.49 
356.51 
917.40 
208.20 
435.00 
750.00 

2,000.00 

1,875.00 
155.00 

24.50 

Salaries ......................................... ;.$14,455.46 
Huisjen, Rent Expense ........................................... . 
Huisjen, Auto Expense ............................................. . 
Zandstra, Rent Expense ........................................... . 
Zandstra, Auto Expense ....... , .................................. . 
Mission Petty Cash ...................................................... . 
Phone ............................................................................ . 
Gas and Electric .......................................................... . 
Medical Supplies .... . ................................................ . 
Building Supplies ...................................................... . 
Cleaning and Repairing ............................................... . 
Fuel . ____________________________________________________________________________ _ 

Traveling Expense .................................................... . 
Printing and Advertising ........................................... . 
InsurMlce ......................... .. ....................................... . 
Miscellaneous and Class Supplies ... ;-........................ .. 

600.00 
435.00 
479.17 
256.66 
833.82 
135.70 
155.84 
575.66 
110.20 
596.73 
554.12 
219.19 

2,042.34 
77.64 

409.46 

Total Operating Disbursements ............... $21,936.99 

Othe1' Disbursements: 
Withholding Tax ......... ~ ........................ $ 
MinisteTsl Pension .Fund, Zandstra ..... . 
Real Estate Tax ..................................... . 
Return of Funds Loaned by George 

Ottenhoff Realty Co ................... . 
Bond to Zandstra ............. : ........ . 

Total Disbursements .... 

939.00 
24.50 

204.34 

1,375.00 
150.00 2,692.84 

$24,629.83 

119 

6,810.70 

$27,775.99 

Cash on Hand 12131/49 ____________ _ 3,416.16 27,775.99 

CHICAGO JEWISH MISSION 
PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 1951 

Pastor's Sala:ry . . .............................. __ .... __ ... -.......... __ $ 
Pastor's Rent .................................................................... . 
Pastor's Auto Expense .................................................... " .. . 
Rtftigious Worker's Salary ............................................... . 
Religious Worker's Rent ................................................... . 

3,000.00 
600.00 
300.00 

8,000.00 
600.00 
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Religious Worker"s Auto Expense ..................... . 
Doctor's Salary (Part-time) . ___ ....................... __ ... __ ..... " .. 
Lady Worker's Salary. _____ .......... __ .... __ . ___ ............ __ .......... . 
Lady W6rker's Salary ............ __ .......................................... . 
Nurse's Salary ... __ .... __ ................ ___ .. _ ........................ __ ........ . 
Janitor's Salary ... ___ .... __ .... _ .................................. __ .......... __ . 
Gas, Electric and Fuel.~ .. _._ ... _ ........................ _ ... __ ............. . 
Insurance and License ........... __ ...................... _ .................. . 
Repairing and Decorating ................................................ . 
Medical' Supplies, etc ......................................................... . 
Traveling and Services ................ :: .................................. . 
Supplies and Equipment .................................................. . 
Printing and Advertising ................................................ . 
Phone ......................... : ........................................................ . 
General Office 'and Class Expense ........................... . 
Miscellaneous ............................... , ............... : ...................... . 

300.00 
2,200.00 
2,200.00 
2,200.00 
2,200.00 
1,850.00 

800.00 
250.00 
500.00 
600.00 
400.00 
150.00 

2,000.00 
150.00 
500.00 
150.00 

$23,950.00 

CHICAGO JEWISH MISSION ANNUAL STATEMENT (Continued) 

Assets 
Cash on Hand 12/81/49 .............. .' ......................................................... $ 3,146.16 
Property and Equipment ......................................... _................. 15,000.00 
John Huiner, Mqrtgage Balance ............................. ,.............. 1,978.26 
Christine Wierenga, Mortgage Balance........................... ........ 2;550.00 
U. S. Government Bonds......................................... 18,000.00 
A. Huisjen, Auto Loan Balance............. ................. 85.00 

TotaL ........................................................ . . ...... $40,759.42 

Board of the ] ewish Missions 
Christian Reformed Church 
Chicago, Illinois 
Dear Brethren: 

] anuary 10, 1950 

At your ·request, I have examined the books and records of your 
Treasurer, George Ottenhoff, and found them ,in excellent condition. 

The total receipts for the year amounted to $26,740.36 and the dis
bursements $24,629.83, and the cash balance on hand December 31, 
1949 amounts to $3,146.16. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THOMAS]. STOB 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 5 
(Art. 157) 

LORD'S DAY ALLIANCE 

To the Synod of 1950. 
Grand ll.apids, Michigan. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 
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THE work of the Lord's Day AlUance continues to move forward. 
Under the able and vigilant leadership of our General Secretary, Dr. 

Harry L. Bowlby, the cause of the Lord's Day Alliance is represented 
in state assembly halls, excutive mansions, and in the court rooms of 
the land. Several significant victories have been gained this past year 
in behalf of "the preservation and extension of the first day of the 
week as a time set ap<J.rt for rest, worship, religious education and the 
service of God." 

In a recent editorial Dr. Bowlby writes as follows, "Three-score 
years' and oue have been recorded of the service this Alliance has 
rendered for the preservation, protection and defense of the Christian 
Sabbath. It has done more than that. It has met the enemies of this 
great institution on the field of battle with vigorous aggressiveness and 
in innumerable places' have hurled forces of unrighteousness out of 
the sacred day of the week. One of the major denominations years ago 
declared that "the battle ground of the churches is on the field of the 
Christian Sabbath." It is not only true but it is also a fact that the 
Lord's Day Alliance is the only organization in the United States that 
is giving its entire time to the doing of this one thing, namely to 
exe,! every effort, bend every energy toward Saving Our Sabbath. The 
day has come and the hour has struck when more attention followed 
by heroic action, must be given the cause of the Lord's Day and what 
once waS so ~Nell known as the American, Sunday." 

In his report to the Executive Committee given on February 27, 
1950, our General Secretary gives us a vivid picture of the battle that 
is ours. "The 15 billion booze bill with its Sunday appendages, the 
powerful movie and sports organizations, plus 50 percent or more of 
Church members indifferent to their obligations, make no small con~ 
tribution to' the dark and decidedly dangerous situation, all of which 
so far as the Sabbath Cause is concerned, adds up to the need of greatly 
increased and definitely expanded. service. What better time for this 
than now? What an opportnnity our Chnrches have if they will rise 
to the .occasion and face the fact~, then act. What greater miss~onary 
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challenge than this do we have?- Communist Russia ,,,ith her cold 
war has frozen our foreign missionary enterprize in China and is 
rapidly and successfully infiltrating her godless ideology and dictator
ship in many countries of Eastern Europe as well as in India, Korea 
and Asia generally. Why not then get tremendously busy to Save Our 
Sabbath here at home th<!-t we might in consequence make· Secure OUf 
Sanctuaries," 

Since sufficient funds are in hand, an assistant secretary has been 
appointed. He is presently considering this call. One of our own 
ministers was considered in this conpection. The Executive Board is 
determined to expand our efforts in behalf of. this great and, glorious 
cause. 

The Board is cognizant of the splendid support our Churches con
tinue to give in behalf of the Lord's Day Alliance. The contributions 
of our Churches for this year exceeded the gifts of the year 1948 by a 
few hundred dollars. For this we praise God. 

Vve are confident that Synod will continue to recommend this worthy 
cause to out churches. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CLAREKCE VAN ENS 
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REPORT OF TREASURER - GENERAL FUND 
JEWISH MISSIONS 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church 
convening in htne7 1950. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

262 North 7th St., 
Paterson 2, N. J. 
March 10, 1950 

I T is always a pleasure when a treasurer can report that his fund his 
in good condition. That pleasure is ours regarding the General Fund 

for Jewish Missions. The quota set by Synod for the year 1949 was 
seventy-five cents ($0.75) per family; we actually received an average 
of a little more than eighty-three cents ($0.83) per family during 
1949. In addition we had an income of $1,120.21 from Missionary 
Unions, Societies, individuals, and interest. 

For these gifts for the cause of Mission Work among the Jews in 
Chicago, and Paterson \ve give hearty thanks - to the Author and 
Giver of all good gifts first of all, but also to our people for their con
tinued .faithfulness and prayers for this cause. 

Three classes fell below the per family quota contribution as set by 
Synod, but .one of these (Classis Ostfriesland) sent in a check after 
my books \vere closed, which if counted in would lift their per family 
contribution exactly to the quota set. California again took the lead 
with a 'per family contribution of slightly more than $1.03; while 
Pacific ran a very -close second likewise with a slight lesser fraction 
over $1.03 per family. 

The- usual bookings, acknowledgements, expressions of apprecia~ 
tion, and requests for continued prayerful support -were sent to all 
donors. Monthly disbursements were sent to the treasurers of the 
Paterson Hebrew Mission and the Chicago Jewish Mission, except in 
the month of February when the funds are very low. In January, 
however, each treasurer usually receives an extra large check, since 
receipts are very high during December and the first half of January. 
All receipts are passed on to these treasurers according to the 1?ropof-: 
tion set by Synod (See Acts 1948, p. 56), namely, sixty percent to 
the Chicago Jewish Mission and forty percent to the Paterson Hebrew 
Mission. Only a few hundred dollars are carried in the bank balance 
from month to month. 
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Once more we extend our cordial gratitude· for the gifts of the past 
for this worthy work of the Lord; we urge the continuance of this 
stewardship. God's Word assures us that when we are busy in" good 
works for Him, He will make all grace abound unto us, that' we, 
"having all sufficiency in everything, may abound unto every good 
work." (2 Cor. 9 :7, 8.) 

Ki,ndly remember that the quota for the year 1950 is again seventy
five cents ($0.75) per family. 

Humbly submitted, 

Christia'n Reformed Jewish ~1:issions 

ORE);' HOLTROP, Treasurer \ 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER - GENERAL FUND 
JEWISH MISSIONS 

No. of Full Amount 
Classis FamiJies Quota Received 

California _ 1,432 $ 1,074.00 $ 1,479.24 
Chicago North._ 1,991 1,493.25 1,617.11 
Chicago South .. 2,187 1,640.25 1,864.34 
Grand Rapids 

E~st ......... __ ... 8,178 2,3B3.50 2,270.59 
Grand Rapids 

South .............. 3,130 2,347.50 2,744.63 
G:rand Rapids 

West ......... .. 1,758 1,318.50 1,545.67 
Hackensack 906 679.50 738.39 
Holland _ ...... .... 2,453 1,839.75 1,895.57 
Hudson _ ... _._ ..... 1,688 1,266.00 1,285.37 
Kalamazoo ...... 1,396 1,047.00 1,145.87 
~innesota .... 1,485 1,113.75 1,204.05 
Muskegon ' ....... _. 2,422 1,816.50 .2,072.56 
Orange City ._ .. 1,099 824.25 999.52 
Ostfriesland 728 , 546.00 337.79 
Pacific .. _._. __ ...... 1,881 1,410.75 1,939.71 
Pella ................ 1,614 1,210.50 1,495.83 
Sioux Center .... 1,535 1,151.25 1,487.36 
Wisconsin _ ....... 959 719.25 654.27 
Zeeland .............. 2,038 1,528.50 1,798.58 

Totals ................ 33,880 $25,410.00 $28,576.44 

The quota for 1949 was $0.75 per family. 
Total receipts from Classes ............... _ .. _._ ... . 
From Miss. Unions, Societies, Individuals_. 
From Interest (U. S. Bonds & Legacy Loan) .. 
Balance in Bank Jan. 16, 1949 .... 

Total of all Receipts plus Balance .. __ ..... 

More or less 
than Quota 

$ 405.24 more 
123.86 more 
224.09 more 

112.91 less 

297.13 more 

227.17 more 
58.79 more 
5~.82 more 
19.37 more 
98.87 more 
90.30 more 

256.06 more 
175.27 more 
208.21 less 
528.96 more 
285.33 more 
336.11 more 

64.98 less 
270.07 more 

3,166.44 more 

. .. $28,576.44 
852.71 
267.50 
384.03 

Rec'd ptlr 
Family 

$1.033 
.812 
.852 

.714 

.876 ' 

.87 

.815 

.772 

.761 

.82 

.810 

.855 

.909 

.464 
1.03 

.926 

.968 

.682 

.882 

.834 Avg. 

$30,080.68 
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Disbursements : 
To Chicago Jewish Mission __ .. ___ ... __ ...... . .. _.$17,580.00 
To Paterson Hebrew' Mission ......... __ ...... -....... _...... 11,720.00 
Gratuity ............................. ·. 100,00 
Bond and Box ........ __ ...... __ .......... _., .... __ .. __ . __ ........... _ .. __ .... 11;10 
Balance in Bank at close of business, Jan. 16, 1950 669.58 

Total Disbursements plus Balance ......... _._._._._ $30,080.68 
In Reserve: 

Johanna Woltman Legacy* ... _. . ........... $ - 500.00 
U. S. Government Bonds........ 22,100.00 
Accrued Interest on F Bonds. , 652.00 

Total Reserve. __ .. __ .......... . $23,252.00 

• This legacy is in the fOl-m of a Certificate for $500.00 from the Grand Rapids Savings 
& Loan Company. 

THE QUOTA FOR 1950 IS $0.75 PER FAMILY AGAIN.~ 

March 10, 1950. 
Examined and found correct, covering period from January 16, 1949, 

to January H?, 1950. 
Was signed: JOHN ZUIDEMA 

RICHARD KUlPHOFF, JR. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Christial} Reformed Jewish Missions, 

OREN HOLTROP, Treasurer. 

, 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 7 
(Arts. 61, 122) 

COMMITTEE FOR GERMAN AND HUNGARIAN 
SPIRITUAL RELIEF 

To the Synod of 1950. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

T HE Committee for German and Hungarian Spiritual Relief here
with submits to your honorable body a statement of activities 

carried 011 in the past year. 

Consistent with the action initiated by the previous committee, your 
committee has continued the financial support of theological stuQ.ents 
Baarlink and V oogd. These students hail from the Graafschap
Bentheim-Ostfriesland area', Germany, and are at present enrolled in 
the theological school at Kampen, Netherlands. Another student for 
whom your' committee had originally accepted responsibility, is no 
longer subsidized by your committee since we learned he no longer, is in 
financial need. Mr. A. Naber, a member of the committee, while on 
a visit to~Germany this past 'year, made personal contact with,students 
Baarlink and Voogd and was favorably impressed. The work of these 
students is gratifying. Since student V oogd will complete his work at 
Kampen this summer, your committee will have only one student to 
support. However, your committee is minded to continue support of 
other worthy ministerial aspirants from Germany, \vhenever such are 
brought to our attention. 

Your committee has also made inquiry about the pos'sibility of 
getting theological students from Hungary, particularly from Saros
patak and Budapest, to enroll as· graduate students at our Calvin 
Seminary. The State Department has assured us that this may be 
done and our seminary faculty has indicated every willingness to en
roll such students, ·if alld when they arrive. ' However, for t~le present, 
it seems as if we cannot be of much assistance on this. score, since 
these students are finding it exceedingly difficult to gain permission 
fro111 the authorities to leave their homeland. 

Since the Barthian views and.conception of theology are gaining 1110-

mentut1i1, even in conservative circles in Germany, the pastors o"f the 
Alt-Reformierte Kercken in the Graafschap-Bentheim-Ostfriesland 
area, respectfully requested sets of Barth's Dogmatics, in order to re
main properly informed about the position of Barth and thus -be better 
able to defend "the faith once delivered." Accordingly, your committee 
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was led to send two sets of the desired "Dogmatics" to the brethren 
in Gernlany. These have been gratefully acknowledged by them and 
are now being circulated among them. 

We have also sent them books of Dr. C. Van Til; donated to our 
committee by the author, to' assist our brethren in an appr:aisal of' 
Barthianism. Such gifts are necessary since 011r brethren cannot pur
eha,se books fr0111 foreign countries. 

Since the theological libraries of seminaries in Hungary have suffered 
serious losses in recent years, your committee is giving consideration 
to the matter of re-stocking such libraries with works of positive Re
formed character. At present we are investigating what works would 
be desired by the brethren there so as to avoid unnecessary duplication 
and as soon as \ve have assurance that our contributions can be re
ceived by them, we hope to forward a shipment (s) of theological works 
to them. V\T e are convinced that this can do much to bolster and 
perpetuate the Reformed witness in Hungary. . 

Your committee desires to 'inform Synod, that it has taken the 
Eberty to send some twelve copies of Dr. J. Kr0111l11inga's recent 
book "The Christian Reformed Church," to representatives of the Re
formed faith in Germany, Hungary, Japan, Korea, Austrailia, and, 
Ceylon. 

We have done so, because it is our conviction that this book can 
render invaluable service iIi acquainting other groups of Reformed 
persuasion with the history and doctrinal tenets of our church. We 
trust Synod will COl1cur in this action. 

The plight of our brethren in Emden, Germany, was again brought 
to the attention of your committee. The cause of the Reformed faith 
is being serjously handicapped in this locality, since the brethren here 
are \:vithout a church homc. Their former church building was com
pletely demolished in the recent war. .t\ccorqingly, your commit~ee 
sent the sum of $2,000.00 to the brethren there, for the erection of a 
nev.,r church home. Your committee also appealed to the brethren of 
our own Classis Ostfriesland to ll1ake some special contribution for this 
same cause. To this appeal Classis Ostfriesland gave a very hearty and 
willing response. They decided to raise the amount of $2,000.00 from 
their constitiuency and forward the same to the congregation of Emden. 
For this action they arc to be commended. Considering the present 
rate of exchange, this combined am'ount will have the equivalent of 
about twenty thousand marks and will help very materially toward 
realizing a church building of their own. 

The treasurer_ of your committee, Mr. Fred Oldemulders, has pre
pared a brief financial statement which we here include for the in
formationol Synod. 
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RECEIPTS 

Received from Former Treasurer, H. Van Dyk ...... . ............ $4,516.08 
Received from the Churches to March 15, 1950 .. . ........... 3,663.18 

Total Receipts _____ ........................... . . ............ $8,179.26 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Two sets of Barth's Dogmatics for the Ministers in the Alt Refor-
miel'ie Kirchen, Germany.................... . ......... __ $ 

Postage and Supplies .... , .......... ___ .................. __ .... -._ ... __ ... ' ......... __ ....... __ ......... . 
. To the Congregation .of Emden, Germany, for the erection of, a 

93.46 
3.35 

new Church Building.:. ___ , __ .............................. __ .................. __ .,.. 2,002.80 
Tuition for Students Baarlink and Voogd, now studying at 

Kampen ... :......... ....................... 470.60 
Traveling Expenses ........ .................. ................ 51.41 

Total Expenses. .. ....... $2,621.62 

Total Receipts ........... . .. ............ $8,179.26 
Total Disbursements .. ................. 2,621.62 

;Balance on hand March 10, 1950 ........ $5,557.64 

Since we do not know what opportunities for service will open up 
in the coming year, and therefore cannot anticipate o'ur disbursements 
with any degree of certainty, your committee respectfully requests of 
Synod the privilege to appeal to the churches for a free-will offering, 
if and when needed. . 

Your committee has deemed it a privilege to be of some service to 
Synod in the matter of ministering spiritual relief to brethren of the 
faith in Germany and -Hungary. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. T. HOOGSTRA, President 
THEO. VERHULST, Secretary 
F. OLDEMU·LDERS,. Treasurer 
J. H.KROMMINGA 

A. NABER. 

, . 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 7·A 
(Arts. 61, 122) 

GERMAN AND HUNGARIAN SPIRITUAL RELIEF 

To th~ Synod of 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 
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YOUR Committee desires to bring the following to the attention 
. of Synod. The Committee for German Spiritual Relief was called 

into being by Synod of 1947. (Cf. Art. 69, VB., Acts of Synod, 1947). 
The appointment of this committee was occasioned by an ~,~erture sub
mitted to the Synod of 1947 by the Consistory of the Des Plaines 
Christian Reformed Church and Classis Chicago North, calling atten
tion to the plight of our Reformed brethren in Germany and urging 
Synod to inaugurate a spiritual relief ministry in their behalf. . 

The Synod of 1948 enlarged the scope of the German Spiritual Re
lief Committee to include also a spiritual relief ministry for the Re
formed brethren in Hungary. (Cf. Art. 133, 33; p. 96, Acts of Synod; 
1948). Both the Synods of 1947 and 1948 were led to take such actio!, .. 
because of a state of need existing among our brethren in Germany 
and Hungary at that time, and because Synod saw possibilities of d
fecting a relief ministry calculated to meet the spiritual need of these 
brethren. 

Your present Committee at its meeting held May 11, 1950, decided 
the following: 

A. To acquaint Synod with the fact that the state of emergency in 
Germany, which occasioned the appointment of the German Spiritual 
Relief Committee by Synod of 1947, no longer exists. Also that doors 
of opportunity for any effective spiritual relief ministry for our breth
ren in Hurigary, for the present seemed to be closed. There is a possi
bility that we can serve the Reformed cause in Hungary by supply
ing theological books. This is being investigated. 

B. To present to Synod the following alternate proposals -
1. To suspend operations until new emergencies arise, or new doors 

of opportunity are opened unto us.' It is understood that the present 
committee remain intact and that present agreements and 'commitments 
continue in force. 

2. To change the name of the Committee and broaden its scope so. 
as to make possible a spiritual relief ministry to Reformed groups any-' 
where. (For example, your Committee sees possibilities right nmv of 
giving assistance to the Reformed Church in Japan and in Korea by 
way of theological books and teaching personnel.) 
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C. To inform Synod that the C01:l1111ittee's preference is for pro-
posalB, No.1, above. Grounds: ".. . 

1. The present Committee 'was called into being to serve because 
of an emergency in Germany "and Hungary. When the emer
gency'closes or opportunitie's for ser\rice are' ,noll-exi'st{;nt, '·then 
such a committee should -cease to function. ' 

2. The present funds were contributed by our people specifically to 
help the l1(2cdy brethren in Germany and I-Iungary. 

3 .. If Synod desires to go into the direction suggested in proposal 

B; :'1'J o. ;2, e~isting SyilOdical committees could be mandated. tq, do so. 
j Respectfully. submitted, 

J. T. HOQCSTRA, President 
THEG. VE.LUIULST, Secretar)1 
F. OLDEMULDl·:RS. 

J. H. KRO'BIINGA 

A. NABER 
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COMMITTEE ON ECUMENICITY AND INTER-CHURCH 
CORRESPONDENCE 

To the Synod of the Christian Refonned Church, 
required to convene June 14, 1950, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

ESTEEMED BRETHHEN AND FATHERS: 

YOUR committee will report on: 1. A mandate given to us by the 
Synod of 1949; II. Correspondence; III. Recommendations. 

1. Mandate 
Your committee has received only one special mandate of the Synod 

of 1949 (d. Acts of Synod, 1949, Art. 108 I., pp. 58ff.). 

Synod of 1949 received a letter from the Reformed Pl'esbyterian 
Church requesting Synod's '.'endorsement of the undenominational ef
fort to secure th.e inclusion in the PreamQle of the Constitution of the 
United States, after the phrase 'We the peopl~ of the United Stales', 
these words: 'devoutly .recognizing the authority and LaW of Jesus 
Christ, the Saviour and King of nations' " (p. 58). 

Synod recognized two questions, a formal and a material. The 
formal question amounts to this: In interchurch correspondence shall 
Synod entertain requests that are characteristic of a given denomina
tion? In this case specifically, one of the earmarks of the Reformed 
Presbyterial Church is the insistence of s11ch an inclusion in the Con
stitution as mandatory according to the Word of God. Is it not love's 
labor lost to investigate denominational peculiarities? Should corre
sponding churches not confine themselves to. the field of agreements? 

Since this formal question· takes precedence over the material ques
tion your committee faced it first of all. There are three things that 
enter into consideration. First; denominational differences are not 
merely periphery doctrines for the denomination "concerned. They 
arise from a conviction that such differences are of sufficient moment 
to warrant a separate denominational existence. These differences have 
deeper roots than a surface acquaintance reveals. Secondly, we have 
adopted definite principles of Church Correspondence (cf. Supplement 
21, pp. 330-367 in Acts of Synod, 1944). Upon the strength of these 
principles we have indicated to the churches in our official correspond
ence that the purpose of interchurch correspondence is: "3. Bringing to 
each other's attention our spiritual and ecclesiastical problems, together 
'"'lith our attempts at their spiritual solutio:!); and offering each help 



132 ACTS OF SYNOD, 1950 

upon request therefor" (Acts of Synod, 1947, p. 215). Thirdly, the 
time may come that our own church may decide to send. a request'to 
others, that may be peculiar to our OVvll denomination. Then we too 
would plead for the liberty to do so in the interest of rev~aled truth. 

Consequently your committee is of the opinion that v,re should receive 
this and similar requests, and that Synod itself should decide whether 
or no:such requests are worthy of consideration. Each request must be 
decided upon its own merits. 

The second part of this mandate is the nratcrial aspect of this reques~, 
whether or no we should' include the name of thrist in the Preamble !)f 

the Constitution. 
You"r committee fe,els very strongly that this is a question worthy of 

much study. Perhaps some vwrk has been done in this field in the 
past. It is a very important question for each Christian to know how 
Christ should be recognized in our national life. Vve wish to report 

. to Synod as a matter of information that a committee is busy with this 
problem and, according to the t~vo year rule for study CO~1111ittees, 
""ill 1110st likely report next year. 

II. Correspondence 
Three letters, have reached' your committee pertaining to ecumenicity 

an-d interchurch correspondence. 
The first letter COmes from Japan. Although addressed to our com

mittee it is intended for Synod. 

"ESTEEMED BRrJTHREN IN THE LORD: 

'!It is my prayer that the grace of God may abound upon your church. 
"I thank God greatly for that owing to God's grace and the encourage

ment by the American bl'ethren of the Reformed Faith the Reformed 
, Church in Japan has been growing steadily during its short existence. 

Especially the friendship and 'help which your Church has shown to my 
. Church can,. never be forgotten. Your kind gift packages are expected to 
arrive shortly. And then I thank you most heartily for your contribution 
of a large amount of money which is needed in order to erect in Tokyo the 
Morimotocho Church, of which I am the pastor. May I ask you to know 
then that, the coming Fifth General Assembly of our Ohurch is to be con
vened in October of 1950 in' Tokyo at this ,Morimotocho Church, which is 
expected to have erected its edifice by that time? 

"In view of those facts, it is my-' ealllest desire that I ,may welcome' a 
fraternal delegate of your Church sent to the coming General Assembly of 
our Church. It should be my great pleasure and believe it is of great 
intrinsic significance for the Ki.ngdom of God, if your Church comply with 
our invitation on this occasion, we may have our 'friendship deepened, and 
have a profitable discussion on the matter of propagation and growth of 
t.he pure Reformed Christianity in Japan for th~ present and future 
generations. 

"Cordially yours in Christ, 
(Signed) TAKAOKU TOKIWA, 

Stated Clerk of the Reformed Church 
in Japan." 
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In appraising this letter we l;nust rCl11cmbt;r that the Refonned Church 
in Japan is seeking a Reformed solution to the many post-war and 
ne\v Church problems, and invites us to share with them the solutions .. 
From another semi-official letter .we discover that our relationship to 
this church is unique. Other denominations there have received help 
from United States Japanese missions. "But, if I understand correct
ly, the help from your Church is that from <:t correspondent Church 
with an ecumenical ill~erest, and this is such a sort of thing as has 
never been seen in Japan. I think it is an event of grea.t significance 
in the hislor); of Protestant Chnrch in Japan." The setting of this 
invitation, therefore, is that of mutual assistailce as found in our 
ideals of interchurch-ecumenical correspondence. 

Your committee realizes that Synod in all humility feels honored to 
receive such a 'request. This invitation is of historical moment for onr 
Church also. 

In advising your body '~Te wish to remain true to OUr church's 
ecumenical vision in the ,yorId's global encirdin,g' gloom. We wish -to 
connt the cost and to be relatively certain of fruits for such expendi
tures. There is also the langnage barrier although Japan is becoming 
increasingly lJilinquaL Thereis 1l!> doubt a great opportunity of service. 
Since this invitation came shortly before our report had to go to 
press, we are only able to apprize Synod of this invitation _and ,op
portunity, and \vill submit a recomrpendation to your body when in 
session. 

The ,second letJer comes to us fro111 the Free l\1agyar Reformed 
Church in America. This letter was sent to our Sta'ted Clerk. 

"DEAR ,DR. DANHOl<': 

"Out of the deliberations and resolutions of the synodical meeting oof 
the Free Magyar Reformed Church, -held as McKeesport, Pa., on Novem
bert, 1949, the following ones may be of interest to you and to the Chris
tian Reformed Church: 

"The part of the Archdean's Annual Report dealing with relationship 
-with the Christian Reformed Church was received with a.pproval, and he 
was authorized to continue 'to serve as a connecting link between the two 
Churches. 

"Any representative of the Christian Reformed Church is welcome at 
any synodical meetings of the Free -Magyar Refonned Church. It must 
be ,stated though that our meetings are still conducted in the Hungarian 
language. 

"A 'vote of -thanks and deep appreciation' \Vas accorded to the Christ jan 
Reformed Church for 

"allowing her Dr. Clarence Bouma- to serve as a representative of the 
Free Magyar Reformed Church and indirectly also as a representative 
of, Magyar Calvinism at the Ecumenical Synod of Amsterdam, a fact 
greatly a.ppreciated by Calvinist circles in Hungary also j , 

"her resettlement work undertaken on behalf of displaced Hungarian 
Calvinist families. 
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"One of the momentous problems before the meeting was the question of 
union with the Magyar Synod of the Evangelical and 'Reformed Church 
within the framework of the United Church of Christ. 

"Although Synod' reiterated its stand for union among the several groups 
of Hungarian RefOl'med Christians in the land, it did not think that union 
with but -one of the _existing groups would justify the giving up of the 
separate existence of the Free Magyar Reformed Church. Any decisive 
action, therefore, for union must wait for the possibility of a more inclusive 
solution to the Hungarian problem. 

"Whenever the possibility of such a solution offers itself, the historical 
creedal position, the essentials of the ancient form of government of the 
Free Magyar Reformed Church must be maintained and will have to be 
shared by the other groups, and enough freedom of action for an unham
pered development along ancestral lines ."ill have to be {ully guaranteed 
"within the framework of any church in which Hungarian Refol:.med unity 
may be reestablished. 

"While being slow in ,steps leading to union, the Free'Mag'yar Reformed 
Church wishes to be the first one in willingness to cooperate with any and 
all the existing Hungal'ian groups in any plan or project that may pro
mote the cause of Calvinism and the spiritual, social, material .velfare of 
our people in America or anywhere else on earth. 

"To implement this resolution stel)S have been taken to facilitate the 
resettlement of our bl:ethren in the· faith and also to initiate a program of 
rendering spiritual ca"!'e to brethren already scattered all over the globe. 

"Deal' Dr. Danhof. please regard this letter as a full acceptance of the 
proposition contained in your letter of October 22, 1947. 

I"rhe Brethren in the Christian Reformed Church will have to realize 
that while we appreciate their interest in us and in Magyar Calvinism in ' 
general as a special gHt of God, we also feel that we have a mission from 
the Lord to bring the children of our faith in America togethel', - on the 
basis of our ancestral faith. We may have to lose our ecclesiastical sepa
rateness in the process, but I assure you and all the, Bretll1'en in the 
Christian Reformed Church that our loss of a separate church body will 
have to be the gain of Christ through wider acceptance of Calvinism", In 
case the other Hungarian groups were reluctant to pay the price, we shall 
feel ourselves free to choose our own course. In the meantime we \vish to 
remahl in as' close of a relationship with you as possible. Your forthright 
stand for Calvinism is a source of strength and inspiration for us. 

"Adding to the above the greetings and good wishes of the season, I 
remain very sincerely yours, (Signed) CHARLES VINCZE, Archdean." 

Our re~ctions to this letter are embodied in our recommendations to 
Synod (d. IH. C. below). It may serve the purpose of clarification 
if we remind Synod that the Free J\1agyar Reformed Church has 
never officialh indicated its acceptance of our adopted principles of 
corresp~ndenc~ of 1944, and in our official letter of 1947. This com
munication of Dr. Chas. Vincze is the official -acceptance. Secondly, 
the Hungarian immigrants did not maintain one distinctive Hungarian 
denomination. Racially the kinship is strong. No doubt the' influence 
of merging with othe:r denominations is being felt. The Free Magyar 
Reformed Church, a distinctive_ and indepe~dent Reformed denomina-
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tion, does 110t wish to maintain a separate existence except when de
manded of them by their Calvinistic faith .. Consequently it would not 
seek a union if such would require surrender of it~ convictions. 

, The third communication is an official announcement- of the coming 
Ecumenical Synod required to convene -in Edinburgh, Scotland, D.V., 
1953. Our Synod must consider the matter of .appointments to this 
Ecumenical Synod (d. III. D.). 

I I I. ReC011t1nendations 
A. ,RE REQUESTS OF CORRESPONDING CHURCHES TO OUR SYNOD: 

1. Synod decide that all requests of corresponding churches should 
be received and that' Synod 'itself should determiI~c \vhich requests 
are worthy of consideration. 

2. Since Synod of 1949 has already decided (Acts, p. 58) that the 
request of the Presbyteri.all Reformed Church is of great importance, 
Synod receive as inf'ormation that its committee will study the request 
and report to the Synod of 1951. 
B. RE REQUEST OF THE REFORMED CHURCH IN JAPAN 

1. Y OUf committee recommends Synod to receive this request as 
information with the understanding that your committee will come 
with a definite recommendation while Synod is in session. 

C. RE COMMUNICATION OF THE FREE l\1AGYAR REFORMED CHURCH 

1. Synod receive as information that Dr. Chas. Vincze is the connect
ing link between the two chm-ches, the gratitude of said Church in 
permitting Dr. C. Bouma to represent it at ,the Ecumenical Synod, and 
Jar our interest in the Resettlement of Jlungarian Calvinists. 

2. Synod is pleased to receive' as information the accept~mce of the 
Free Magyar Reformed Church of our invitation to be a corresponding 
Church. 

3. Synod takes grateful cognizance of the fact that the Free Magyar 
Reformed Church has consistently opposed deflections from the Re
formed Faith, and that no union will be consummated except on a 
Calvinistic basis. Synod so inform tlle Free Magyar Reformed Church. 

4. We recommend Synod that a!thongh the Magyar assemblies are 
carried all in the Hungarian language, a delegate be appointed to bring 
our greetings to said church's next general assembly. 

(We wish to inform Synod that our Stated Clerk was authorized to 
send the Free ~/.Iagyar Reformed Church an invitation to attend 0111' 

Synod.) 

D. RE ECUMENICAL SYNOD OF 1953 
1. We recommend Synod to take Qfiicial notice of the next I11eet~ 

jug of the Ecumenical Synod in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1953, and 
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that Synod decide to delegate a theological professor, an elder, and 
a minister at a synodical gathering no later than 1952. " 

" Thanking Synod for the honor and the privilege of laboring for 
Synod.in ottr Reformed Ecumenical world, and wishing 'your reverend 
body the gnidance of the Holy Spirit, we are your 

CO:\B.IITTEE ON ECUMENICITY AND" INTERCHUR.CH 

CORR~SPONDENCE) 

PROF. C. BOUMA, President 
DR, J. T. HOOGSTRA, Secretary 
DR. R. J. DANHOF 

PROF. W. RUTGERS 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 8-A 
(Art. 158) 

137 

ECUMENICITY AND INTER-CHURCH c(mRESPONDENCE 

ESTEEMED FATHERS AND BRETHREN: 

YOUR committee begs leave to.report 011 a matter·fluid at the tiil1e 
of' our repOl-t, and on matters that have come to Qllr attention 

withill the last few ·weeks. 

Invitation of the Reformed Clnweh in Japan 
Our report in the Agenda nO doubt l·eveals our eagerness to advise 

Synod to accept the invitation of the Reformed Church in Japan 10 

send a delegate to its Fifth Annual General Assembly, We felt, how
eyer, our responsibility to investigate further before d<?ing ,so. In the 
providence of God the H.ev. A. Smit, our returning missionary from 
China, was directed to go to Japan 011 behalf of our Mission Board. 
'\Ve asked him to take oUr matter in consideration at the same time 
which he kindly did. 

In a letter from the Rev. A. Smit to our cOll1mittee we learn that 
(1) "their' purpose in asking for a fraternal delegate was mainly to 
get one of out men out here to give a series of lectures on Calvinism 
or the Reformed interpretation of Scriptures, to offset the effect of 
other speakers who have been in Japan recently." 

The Rev. Mr. Smit informed them that the primary purpose of a 
fraternal delegate would be to attend their General Assembly, and that 
the giving of lectures would be secondary to it. Since the Japanese 
Assembly at this time uses the Japanese language exclusively it would 
be futile for any American to attend, and ,,,"auld 110t warrant the ex
pel~se involved. 

He further suggested that perhaps an organization could sponsor 
a speaking tour for meetings in Tokio and in other centers. 

In speaking to the elde;-s about it, the Rev. Mr. Smit discovered that 
"they thought it best to drop the idea of having a speaker come out 
this fall. Perhaps, if our Ch1,lrch should decide to open missionary 
work in Japan, that might be arranged later on. 11 Consequently Hthey 
said they would not press it" (Our underscoring), that is they 'would 

. understand if our Synod' decided not to send a delegate. 

In passing we wish to confess that your conUl1ittee is intrigued by 
the challenge, the duty, the urgency somehmv to propagate our Re
formed faith 'here and other places in the. orient visited by unreformed 
speakers. This attitude does not stem from reactionism, but from the 
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inner principles of our Reformed Ecumenicity and OUf God given 
commission to witness for the truth.' 

ReCOnt11tendat'ions: 
1. 1 v\le recommend Synod not to accept the invitation of the Re~ 

formed Church in Japan to send a iralern,,1 delegate to its Fifth An
nual General Assembly at this time. 

(This· recommendation implies that we wish to keep the door open 
for some future time.) 

2. We further recommend Synod that: 
a. Synod and our Christian Reformed Churches be challenged by 

opportunities of this nature to propagate the Reformed faith especially 
when called upon to offset harmful effects. Perhaps our Chi.trch would 
do well, or perhaps this could be an activity for the Reformed Ecu
menical, Synod (and our' Chu,fch could suggest it to the Ecumenical 
Synod) to witness for the Reformed faith in this day of aljOstasy by 
sen4ing a representative where doors are opened. 

b. Should Synod begin mission work in Japan we then can dele
gate with little difficulty some one to serve as fraternal delegate. 

3. \\1 L' recommend that Synod send its felicitations to the Refbrmed 
\ Church in Japan, commemorating its Fifth Annual Assembly, in a 

church edifice our" denomination was humbly privileged to help con
struct, and that SyilOd express the sincere desire for the blessing of 
God to go forward mutually in faith, and that God in His beneficent 
providence may bring about greetings face to face in the nOl1-too
distant future. 

Petit'ion of the Prix Presbyterian Church of Austral,ia 
The General Assembly of the Free Presbyterian Church of Austra

lia at its session. 011 March 30, 1950, has adopted the following . petition 
to our Synod: 

"The General Assembly agreed to consult your venerable court. 
ISeeing that \ve are in ecclesiastical correspondence with the Chris
tian Reformed Church of America, that we send Christian greet
ings and seek information and advice relative to the International 
Council of Christian Churches, and other world movements that 
have their origin in. the United States of America'''. 

"The other movements referred to in the above minute bears main
lyon that inter-denominational association known as the National 
Association of Evangelicals." 

Elucidation - Representatives of the r.c.c.c. (International Coun· 
cil of Christian Churches) have invited said church to become mem
bers in this international organization. The I.C.C.C. is not the same 
as the American Council of Christian Churches, an organization \ve 

. were invited to join in 1942 (Cf. Acts of Synod, 1942, p. 126). It is 
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possible and factual to be a member of one· and not ·of the other. It is 
.safe to say from the history of the I.C~c.c. that this organization is an 
outgrowth of the A.c.c.c. The Free Presbyterian Church of Au·s
tralia desiring to be true to its doctrinal position as embodied in the 
Westminster Standard, and knowing that we -of R.eformed persuasion 
are equally jealous of our doctrinal integrity, petitions for informa
tion and advice. 

Recommendation: 
Your committee advises Synod to refer- this matter to your com'

mittee on Ecumenicit.y and Interchurch Correspondence to make the 
proper reply. 

Fraternal Ecclesiastical Relations with Die Raad Van Die Kerke, 

Smtth Africa 
Some time ago our Stated Clerk while in South Africa was in

structed to meet with the leaders of the N ederduitse Gereformeerde 
Kerk in South Africa. Perhaps it may be well to remind Synod that 
there are four autonomous Synods united federally but not organi
c·ally. This Federation is known as "Die Raad van die ~erke." 

This Council has advised, and such alone is its_ limited power to do, 
the four churches to enter 'into Church Correspondence with our de
nomination. If these Churches accept we shaH be in correspondence 
with "four synods, churches, and not with one Federation. 

Ds. A. (V. Burger, Secretary of "Raad" or Council informs us: 
HAs you are well aware the Raad van die Kerke -is an advisory coun
cil only, so that the different Synods will have to decide separately. 
I may however inform you that the syno.d of the church in Transvaal 
has already decided to correspond with your Church." 

Synod will note that three other autonomous' churches will still have 
to -decide. . 

Recommendation: 
Your committee ipfonns Synod that the Synod of the Transvaal 

Church (Ned. Herv. of Gere!. Kerk van S.A.) has officially accepted 
our invitation, and that it be accepted in our fellowship as a corre
spondent church. 

Refonned Church in Amer·ica 
In a communication of the Stated Clerk of the R..C.A. we are in

for~ncd that the Committee on Fraternal Relations . .in the General As
sembly .of th.e. Reformed ·Church in America accepted our invitation 
fa be a corresp'ondent Church to appoint del~gates to each other's su
preme judicatories, that these delegates be given. the privilege of the 
floor, that we offiCially exchange copies of the" Acts and Proceedings 
of our supreme judicatories. . 

The committee, however, informs us: "That \ve do not at present act 
upon the other 'specific terms' as they are stipulated iri the above cor-
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respOlldence of the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church in Amer
ica. vVe.feel that some of the phrases nsed in the, specific terms need 
to be defined, for they are too sweeping in their scope." 

The matters not accepted for the present are (cf. Acts of Synod, 
1947, p. 21Sf., 3, 4, S, 6) bringing to eacb olher's attention our spir
itual and ecclesiastical problems together ,vith OUf scriptural solutions, 
warning each athe'r in respect of spiritual dangers that arise and 
spread and imperil the Church of Christ, correcting each other in love 
and in the event of unfaithfulness in profession and/or practice of the 
faith delivered to the saints, consulting eacb other regarding the event
ual re;ision of OUf' respective ecclesiastical standards. 

An invitation was received to appoint a delegate to attend their Gen
eral Synod of May 17, 1950: Since said Church could not accept all 
of our Pl'oposals our Stated Clerk informed the committee of the 
It. CA. that we could not send a delegate at this time. 

Your committee realizes full well what was reported to Synod of 
1947 (cf. Acts, p. 213) "that in the past attempts at trne correspond
ence proved fruitless (cf. Acts of 1902, Art. 2)". This did not pre
'Vent the committee at that time to recommend Synod to send an offi
cial invitation to the R.C.A. In, the, same spirit we now come with the 
follo'wing recommendation: 

Rec011unendation: 
vVe recommend Synod to arrange for a friendly discussion by way 

of a conference, and that our Committee be authorized to cari"y this 
out. 

Request of the Gcrefo'l'1necrde Kerh of South Africa 
.'}.. question of great ,consequence to ,our South African sister church 

is "Strek die kerkverballd verder as nasionale en/of territoriale 
grense ? ," that is, does a denomination extend beyond a nation or a 
given territory? After some discussion based upon two reports the 
entire matter was tahlel) until after advice be obtained from the Re
formed churches of the Netherlands and from our own church. 

Further elucidations can be asked of our Stated Clerk if Synod 
so desires. 

Your committee has obtained a copy of the advice the Generale 
Synode of our Netherlands sister church relevant to this matter. Said 
Synod informs the South African Synod that the Ecumenical Synod 
of A.msterdam has already taken up this matter and after having re
ceived information from the S. African delegate is of the opinion that 
at present it feels no need of an independent study.~ Said Synod 'feels 
that it is acting thus according to the intent of the Reformed Church 
in South Africa. 
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Recon~mendation: Your committee recommends Synod to C0;ICUf 

with, the advice of the Gereformeerde .Kerl>en of the Nether-lands. 

Yours in our Lord, 
,Committee on· ~CtlJ:neqicity. and Interchurcb 

Correspondence 
DR. C. BOUMA, Chairman 
DR. J. T. HOOGSTRA, Secretary 
DR. R. J. DANHOF 
DR. \,y M. RUTGERS 
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. SUPPLEMENT NO.9 
(Arts. 68, 157, 160) 

DENOMINATIONAL BUILDING 

To the Synod, of the Christian Reformed Chttrch to convene 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan, on Itt",e 14, 1950. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

'TOUR Committee on D'c'nominational 'Building begs. to bring the 
I following to your attention: OUf committee had its inception in 1945, 

in answer to a request to Synod of the Christian Reformed Board of 
~1:issions, that "Consideration be given to the possibility of erecting a 
Denominational Building which can provide for office and committee 
rooms for all of our Denoniinational agencies." Synod appointed a 
committee to investigate and come with definite recommendations, Acts 
1945, art. 115, V, p. 42. 

Synod of 1946 adopted the recommendations of the committee, that 
a two story building be erected on the property at Jefferson and Weston 
in cooperation with the Publication Committee, who was to have- the 
use of the first floor for future plant expansion. Erection was post
poned because of high cost and scarcity of building materials. Acts 
1946, art. 66, p. 32. 

The Synod of 1947 instructed our committee to have preliminary 
sketches made. These sketches were submitted to Synod of 1948, whic1, 
approved the work done but on advice of the committee postporied 
building for at least another year. Acts 1948, art. 56, p. 23. 

Both in 1948 and 1949 the committee was instructed to watch develop
ments and report to next Synod. Acts 1949, art. 53, p. 16. 

During this time yO'Ul" committee had a number of conferences with 
the Publication Committee. Various considerations, however, have 
brought about a shift in the ideas of our comlnittee dU,ring the past year. 

1. After a meeting with the Publication Committee in November, 
we received a ~ommunication from which we quote the following: 
"The Committee has reconsidered its own needs and is of the opinion 
that we do not need additional space at this time, nor whhin the next 
year or two, provided no additional work is placed on the committee 
other than that which is now being done in our present plant. There
fore \ve inform you as follows: 'In tlte event the Denominational Build
ing !=ommittee decides to recommend to Synod proceeding with the 
planning and erection of a denominational building on the vacant lot 
next to our printing plant, the Publication Committee wishes to reverse 
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the use of the basement.and first floor space of such building, for our 
future expansion. The cost of such a building will have to be borne 
by the denomination as a 'whole, as the Publication Committee does not 
have any considerable funds to invest in such a project." 

2. We also received a commuuicatioi1 from' the Secretary of the 
Christian Reformed Board of IVlissions, presenting to our committee 
the great urgency of their need for adequate and additional facilities. 
We quote just a part from their letter: "Since it was the Christian 
Reformed Board of Missions that presented the original request to 
Synod for a denominational building, you will understand us when we 
say that one of the developments \;vhich you are watching is a far great
er need for office space on the part of the Christian Reformed Board 
of Missiops than existed when the original recommendation was made 
to Synod. We have added one member to our office force since that 
time, and it is to be forseen that" it will not be long before we will hav:e 
to add still another member. The work is increasing. The accumt11a~ 
tion of records that must be retained is growing greater every year. 
We have far outgrown our present office space and the need for more 
room is becoming acute." 

3. In consulting other Denominational Boards and COlTl1nittees, we 
find that they are also in need of facilities to carryon their work and 
care for their records properly. Notably among them is the Synodical 
Tract Committee. Part of their :work is carried' on by the Banner 
office and part by the secretary of the committee, at Holland, Michigan, 
who- is overloaded \\'ith ,",rork. They need a stock foom and 'office space 
for a secretary. 

4. Again considering the' matter of location; your committee felt 
that although there are certain advantages in having the future De
nominational Building, nea'r the Publication office, and in the down
town section of Grand Rapids; there ai-e also definite objections. One 
to be considered seriously is the question of parking facilities in tbe 
vicinity of Jefferson- Avenue and Weston Street. Parking space is a 
definite requirement but it is not available, or very scarce. Another 
objection is, that under, the present setup, ~ that the Publication Com
mittee is to have use of the entire first floor, ~ all the other agencies 
will be on the second floor. This means a walkup for anyone calling 
at any of the agencies in the future. Then the extended need for space 
for the Board of Missions, seems to indicate that the available space, 0 f 
fifty by ninety feet, on the second floor would soon be inadequate, con
sidering the needs of other agencies. Finally, the fact that the Publica
tion . Committee is not in need of expansion at this time. 
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Considering aU tbis your committee has looked at other possibilities, 
i.e., the purchase and ~emodeling of an\ already existing building, or 
large residence. However, recently. our attention was called to a beauti
fully located site of ample size for our purpose. The committee has 
obtained an option on this property. Location is the Northeast corner 
of Fuller Avenue and Franklin Street, approximate size 175 x 135 ft. 
A large old house occupies the site at present. Your committee believes 
that this locafion, within a few blocks of OUf College and Seminary, 
will eventually make a fine center for our denOlpi~tional life. We 
have met with representatives of various boards and committees to 
ascertain their future needs and with the architect, Mr. Jas. K. Have
man, and expect to be- able to present some preliminary sketches to 
Synod for a one story Denominational Building. Your committee be-

_ ]jeves that the decisions of Synod of 1946 and 1947 should be carried 
- out. Vile have waited for some years to have the cost of building to 

come down. There does not seem to be a reason to wait any longer for 
that. Times which seemed abnormal during and after the war l are 
considered so no more; \vitness, the wholesale building of schools and 
churches. 

Vile therefore recommend to Synod: 

1. That a Denominational Building be erected to provide facilities 
for the various committees and boards: 

2. That the property at the Northeast corner of Fuller Ave. and 
Franklin St. be purchased. 

3. That a one story building, with a part basement, be erected there, 
with the possibility of expansion, both as to area and height. 

Grounds: 
A. Economic conditions do not seem to give reaSon for continued 

postponement. There appears to be no dowmvard trend in the 
cost of labor and materials. 

B. Synod of 1946 and following Synods have expressed themselves 
as to the necessity of ,such a building. 

C. The Christian Reformed Board of Missions is urgently in need 
of proper and expanded facilities at this time. The Tract com
mittee also needs ro~m to carryon its task properly .. 

D. The need for conference and meeting rooms for the various 
agencies v.rhen they meet in Grand Rapids is urgent, and has 
been felt for years. 

The committee· has also considered the question of financing this 
project. The cost of the property and proposed building has been 
estimated ;;t approximately $100,000.00. We recommend that a quota 
of one dollar per family per yea, be added to the Synodical Expense 
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budget, over a period of c'three years, for this purpose. Ground: This 
will be the ,most feasible way' of getting these funds t'ogether. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Committee on· Denominational Building 

JOHN HE'KMAN, President 
PETER D. BOUMA, Secretary 
J AS. J. R YSKAMP 

JOIl" P. SEVEN. 

GEO. F. W,ELAND 
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SUPPLEMENT NO.9-A 
(Arts. 68, 152, 157) 

DENOMINATIONAL BUILDING 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

YOUR Committee begs to bring the following to your attention, 
. . supplementary to our Agenda report No.9, pg. 34. Since that 
report was published, there have been new developments, which call 
for this supplementary report. The committee submits to Synod as 
Proposition No.1, an entirely new and radically different proposal: 

Because of the impending closing of an estate, 'there has been placed 
on the market the imposing residence of the late Mr. and Mrs. Fitz
gerald, on the Northeast corner of Plymouth Blvd. and San Lue Rae 
Dr. (Franklin St.). This elaborate home was erected about 20 years 
ago at a cost of well over $200,000.00. The building is situated on a 
beautiful landscaped plot of 2 acres, size 300x370 feet. The lawn is 
completely equipped with an automatic sprinkling system. The build
ing itself is completely fireproof. 

On the first fioor, leading from a good-sized center hall, there are 
four large rooms -------' living rooms, with a kitchen to one side, and con
neCting sun porch with one of the rooms. A beautiful staircase leads 
'from central hall to second floor. On this floor there are five large 
bedrooms and living quarters for the maids. Detached from the house 
is a four' stall garage with a separate heating system. The committee 

_ believes that with very little alteration this building could be made 
useful for the purpose we have in mind with a Denominational Build
ing. It is a beautiful and commodious building on a beautiful plot in 
an· unexcelled setting. The sale price is $85,000.00. 

However, there is a catch, which must be considered. The locatiot;l 
is A-Residential Zoning, and in order to use it as a denominational 
building, we will have to. obtai!'l special permission from the East 
Grand Rapids authorities. vVhether or not they will consent is a 
question. The committee believes that Synod should decide to pur
chase this property, and authorize the committee to do so, after ob
taining the necessary permission to ,use the property as a denomina
tional building for the use of the Denominational Boards and Agencies. 

A. Your Committee therefore recommends as proposition No. 1 
(Superceding the proposals in the .Agenda Report No.9) that Synod 
decide 

1. To purchase the Fitzgerald property, located on the N. E. cor
ner of Plymouth and San Lue Rae, providing the necessary Z01l1l1g 

changes can be obtained. 
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2. To 'empower the committee to act as its agent in the transaction. 
3. To empower the committee' to' obtain "the necessary :firian~es to 

pay for the property. 
B. In case the necessary permission cannot be obtained for varia

tion of zoning, the .committee recommends. as 'proposition N.D. 2, the 
recommendations as fonnd in the Agenda Report No.9, pg. 36, with 
a change in No.3. This to read: "3. That a two story building be 
erected there." (Sketches of front elevation and floor plans will be 
submitted to Synod.) 

C. In either case, whether the Fitzgerald property is purchased, 
\vhich will call for some alteratjons; or if the Fuller and Franklin 
property is obtairied, and a two story building is erected; the need for 
approximately $100,000.00 will be required,. and our recommendations 
dn finances in our Agenda Report are submitted"for consideration by 
Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN HEKMAN, President 
PETER D. BOUMA, Secretary 
J AS. J. RYSKAMP 

JOHN P. SEVEN 

GEO. F. WIELAND 

P.S. Mr. John P. Seven asked that the following note be attached . 
. Whereas he expects to .be away from the city a considerable 
patt of the time he requests Synod to relieve him fro111 further 
service on this committee. 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 10 
(Art. 68) 

WORLDLY AMUSEMENTS 

To the Synod of 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

.THE Committee on Amnsements· (See Article 130 of Acts of 1949) 
. . wishes to report hereby that we found it impossible to be ready to 
report at the Synod of 1950. v\Te. wish to add that we began our work 
on September 14. 1949, and that we have met no less than four times . . 
in an earnest and prayerful effort to comply with our mandate to re-
port to the. Synod of 1950. 

Trusting that with God's blessing we shall be able to report to the 
Synod of 1951, we are 

Respectfully, . 

REV,' L .. GREENW'AY 

REV. J. VANDER PLOEG 

REV. J. BREU!(ER 

REV. H. J. KUIPER 

REv. N. MO.NSMA 

MR. E. R. POST 

DR. H. STOB 

REV. W. KOK 

REV. G. HOEKSEMA 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 11 
(Art. 58) 

149 

REPORT ON OVERTURE TO ENLARGE THE CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED BOARD OF MISSIONS BY ADDITIONAL 

MEMBERS·AT·LARGE 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Cln"ch, 
convened at G'rand Rapids, 1VIichigan, h"te 14 fj" 1590, 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

A N overture of Classis Grand Rapids South, which concerns the Chis
tian Reformed Board of Missions was submitted by the Synod 

of 1949 to the Board's consideration, This overture reads as follows: 
"Classis Grand Rapids South overtures Synod to consider the ad

visability of appointing additional members-at-Iarge to be added to the 
Christian Reformed Board of Missions, those il1embers-at-l~rge to con~ , 
sistof both clergy and laity, Grounds: 

1. This would ma~e for nec,essary continuity. 
2. -It would give more participation to the laity." 

(Agenda 1949, Overt. 11) 

The decision of Synod as to this matter is as follows: 
"Since the Board is studying, the matter of ways and means to in

crease efficiency.in the administration of our Indian and Foreign Mis
sion affairs, Synod refer(s) this overture to the Board urging them 
to give the' suggestion of Grand Rapids South serious consideration." 

(Acts 1949, p. 39) 

The Christian Reformed Board ,of lVlissions has given serious con~ 
sideration to this overture, and it subniits to Synod the following- as' its 
reply. 

1. 
THE RECO:r.UvLENDATION OF THE OVERTURE THAT WIORE NIE:MBERS-AT

LARGE BE ADDED TO THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED BOARD OF :MISSIONS 

The overture of Chssis Grand Rapids South proceeds from the as
sumption that it is desirable to add more members-at-Iarge to the 
Board ~ of both the clergy and the laity. The Board is of the opinion 
that this is not desirable. 
A., Such Enlargement Would Result in Less Direct Classical Repre

sentat·ion. 

1. It "should be conceded as an axiom that ideal Board membership 
is by way of direct classical representation. Such membership is most 
in -accord with the presbyterial form of church government. In a 
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denomination presbytcrially'-governed it i~ better that the ll1inor as
semblies recommend to the major assembly who should serve in the 
Board than that the Board itself recommend to the major assembly 
who should serve. Thi~ observation is made in view of the fact that 
it has been 'customary for mcmbers-at-'large to be recommended by the 
Board aild not by the Classes. 

2. Direct classical membership in the Board is more equally repre
sentative than in the,case of members-at-Iarge. The latter are from a 
certain area(s); not from all the Classes equally. 

3. Direct classical representation helps to avoid the da11gers of 
Boardism against ,,,hieh Synod has warned repeatedly. H.ecollll11cnda
tions for'members-at-Iarge come from the Board. and tend to make it 
a self-perpetuating body. lYIoreover, such recommendations come from 
but:a .limited number in the Board - they who are of that particular
area(s), and who almost alone can know the available men of that 
area(s). 

B. S'u-clt Enlarge-ment W mdd Remove the Board and 'tts Executive 
Comtrthtee Pttrtlte1' from the Classes. 

By far the major part of the Board's.work is necessarily done by its 
Executive Committee. The whole Board meets but once annually, 
while the Executive Committee meets on an average every.month. 

The Board consists of 19 clerical members representing .that many 
Classes, three lay members-at-Iarge, and the Secretary / of Missions. 
The Executive Committee consists of the 9 clerical members represent
ing the Classes of Michigan and Illinois, the three lay members-at
large, and the said Secretary. It is felt that the Executive Committee 
must necessarily be large because of the many items on its agenda and 
the significance of the latter, and also because of the unavoidable 
absence of mie or more of its members fro111 time to time. 

1. If nOw the Executive Committee is increased by more memhers
at~large, without reducing the number of direct classical representatives 
therein, it will become altogether too large. Such entai'gement will 
have the effect of making "a rubber stamp" of the remaining part of 
the Board and thereby remove the Board further from the Classes. 

2. 1£ sttch enlargement is ac<;ompanied by a reduction in the number 
of direct Classical representatives in the Executive Committee, this will 
have the following unfavorable results." 

(a) A loss in direct classical contact. A smaller proportion of the 
powerful Executive Committee will then be direct classi<A1.1 
representatives, and a smaller number of . the Executive Com
mittee will then report t.o the Classes - for members-at-large 
do not report to the Classes. Such enlargement of the Board 
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will thus remove the Board further frol11 the Classes and there
fore from the supporting churches. 

(b) This will increase even morc the centralization of power in a 
given area. They who ',"ould be dropped from the Executive 
Committee would be the direct representatives of the Classes, 
and the proportion of the Executive Committee which would 
come from a particular area would be gre~tly increas~d. This 
would heighten the degree of "taxation without representation." 

C. Such Enlargement Would Result in a More Unequal Distrib"tion 
of Authority. 

Direct classical representation helps to maintain an equal distribution 
of authority as to the conduct of our vast denominational mission pro
gram. The more members,at-Iarge who are added to the Board
selected as they have been in the past from one particular area- ihe 
morc also the authority, by which our mission _ work is governed, be
comes centered in that area. The churches of that area are served not 
only by their regular classical representatives but also by the members
at-large selected from the same churches. Synod has repeatedly warned 
against the centralization of the power of our Boards in a particular 
arca( s). 

II. 

THE GROUNDS ADDUCED IN THE OVERTURE TO WARRANT 

THE ,ADDITION OF MORE MEMBERS-AT-LARGE TO THE 

CHRISTIAN REFORMED BOARD OF MISSIONS 

A. The Claim that Such Enlargement Will Make tor More Continuity. 
This claim does not hold. For the past 22 years three lay members

at-large were members of the Executive Committee. At study has been 
made by the Board of their tenure of office, and also that of the 
ministerial members on the Executive Committee for the same period. 
The results of the study are as follows: 

1. Ministerial members on the Executive Committee serve on an 
average fully six years. 

2. Lay members-at-Iarge on this Committee serve 011 an average 
7Y, years. 

The average length of time that a lay member-at-Iarge serves on 
the Executive Committee is therefore not appreciably greater than -in 
the case of a ministerial delegate. (Moreover, in the General Home 
Mission Committee the members-at-Iarge have served on an average 
only 3 y, years.) 

What is said as to lay members-at-large will hold also as to minister
ial members-at-Iarge,' Moreover, their transfer to distant Classes would 

r 
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make. the proposed change unworkable. It would not be practicable for 
them to travel lbng distances to attend the monthly meetings of the 
Executive Committee. 

B. The Claim that MMe Participation. by the Laity is Desimble. 
if more lay membership is desirable, as the overture claims, this 

should 110t be by way of memberships-at-Iarge. That an increase in 
members-at-Iarge is not desirable has been shown above in I, A. and 
in 'I, B. 

If some Classis desires the appointment of an outstanding layman, 
"\\;ho is able and v,ri.1ling to serve as its representative, such Classis may 
propose such an one to Synod as its delegate to the Christian Reformed 
Board of Missions. (Compare Acts 1910, p. 22 and Acts 1922, p. 40, 
where attention is directed to it that elders as \vell as ministers are 
eligible to Board membership.) 

III. 
. THE ADVICE OF THE BOARD TO SYNOD AS TO THE 

OVE~TURE OF CLASSIS GRAND RAPIDS SOUTH 

The Christian Reformed Board of !1issions, in view of the "afore
said reasons, recom"mends to Synod not to" enlarge the Board by way 
of moremembers-at-Iarge of both the clergy and the laity- as sug
gested in the overture of Classis Grand Rapicls Soutb. 

Respectfnlly submitted, 
The Christian Reformed Board of Missions 

JOHN C. DE KORNE, Secretary 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 12 
(Arts. 84, 93, 94, 98, 127, 130, 149, 151, 153, 155, 157) 

CHRISTIAN REFORMED BOARD OF MISSIONS 

To the Synod of Christian Reformed Churches convening 
in Grand Rapids, June14 and following days, 1950. 

FATHERS AND BRETHREN: 

T HIS Board is charged with the supervision of the Indian and foreign 
mission -work of 0111' denomination. Here IS our report. It cannot be 

complete because of the early date on which 011f annual boarel meeting 
must be held, thus it will be followed by a supplementary report 
written shortly'before Synod convenes. 

SECTION ONE. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD AND ITS CO"1nrrTTEES 

A. lVlembership. The membership which functioned during the past 
year is that which was approved by Synod of 1949 anel recoreled on page 
89 of the Acts. The follmving necessary changes took place: Rev. W. 
P. Brink took the place of Rev. A. Hoekema; Rev. H. Bossenbroek 
took the place of Rev. A. A. Koning; Rev. Simon Viss took the place 
of Rev. R De Ridder; Rev. W. Alkema took the place of Rev. W. 
Dryfhout; Rev. H. Verduin took the place of Rev. C. Vanden Henvel; 
anel Mr. Joseph T. Daverman took the place of Mr. Henry Denkema. 

The following names are submitted by the respective classes for 
election by Synod to a term of two, years: 

CLASSES MEMBERS ALTERNATES 

Califol'nia.. . .................... Rev J. J. Steigenga Rev. G. B. Boel'eiyn 
Chicago North .................... * 
Chicago South .................... *Rev. A. Jabaay Rev. J. Vander Ploeg 
Grand Rapjds EasL .... : ........... *Rev. L. Oostendorp Rev. F. Handlogten 
Grand Rapids South ................ *Rev. H. J. Evenhouse Rev. B. Essen}ml'g 
Grand Rapids 'Vest ......... ~'Rev. ·W. P. Brink Rev. C. Vanden Heuvel 
Hackensack .. "' .... "" "" .. Rev. H. Bouma Rev. J. J. Holwerda 
Holland. .."Rev. J. Beebe Rev. A. 'Valcott 
Hudson Rev. J. P. Smith Rev. E. Boeve 
Kalamazoo __ ~'Rev. J. Entingh Rev. O. De Groot 
Minnesota ........................ ...... Rev. H. Bossenbroek Rev. J. Roorda 
Muskegon. . .......................... :~Rev. G. Vander Kooi Rev. ,M. Goote 
Orange City ........................... Rev. J. Cupido Rev. J. Masselink 
Ostfriesland _'.' .... Rev. J. Vande Kieft Hev. S. Miel"sma 
Pacific ......................... Rev. P. De Koekkoek Rev. J .. C. Verbrugge 
Pella .................... "" .. Rev. S. Viss Rey. D. Grasman 
Sioux Center ........................... Rev. J. Zwaanstra Rev. T. Van Kooten 
Wisconsin ................................ Rev. W. Alkema Rev. R. Evenhuis 
Zeeland. . ............................... '·'Rev. D. Drost Rev. H. Erffmeyer 

NOTE; 'Ve have been unable to secure a conclusive report from Clussis Chicago North. 
Names starred serve as members of the executive committee; the members·at·lal·ge 

also serve on the executh·e committee. 
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For the three members-at-Iarge, the Mission Order provides that 
the board shall nOil1inate six, out of which Synod shall elect three. We 
submit the followil'1g nominations: Dr. Richard S. Wierenga, Prof. 
E. Y. ,Th1o~s111a, Mr. Jos. T. I)aven?1~n, ,,~r. Ben ,Wiersma, _,Mr. Allen 
\\Taterloo,' nr. Richard De Mol. The first three are serving at 'present, 
Mr. Daverman filling out the unexpired term of 1\1r. Henry Denkema. 

Mr. Henry' Dellkeu1.a has a r.ecord of unbroken service on this board 
since 1930. Failing health has made it impossible for hill1 t6, attend 
meetings of the board or its committees- for 'SOl'ne months, although h~ 
still maintains a very acti"irc' interest in the volOrk of aUf Indian arid 
-foreign- .fields. His m:vn conviction is '·that he can no longer serve as 
_an" active mCll1ber of the board. It was with great reluctance that the 
board decided to drop hisnalne from the lisfof nominees. A resolution 
of appreciation has been adopted by the board and the board recom
mends that Synod do likew-ise. 

B. Officers. D1:1ring the past year our officers were: President, Rev. 
H. J. Evenhouse; Vice President, Rev. L. Oostendorp; Secretary, Rev. 
J: c. De Krirne; Minute Secretary, Rev. J. Beebe; Treasurer" Mr. H. 
Denke111a;. Assist~nt TI.'easurei-, Dr. R. S: W~ereIiga. 

'The president, ,vice pres~dent, and minute secretary, 'Nere re-elected. 
Dr. R. S. VVlerenga,,\vas -elected as treasurer, and Mr. J. T., Davennan 
as: assistant treasur.er. 

C .. E~ecittiv~ - Committee. The executive committee, conslstmg of 
representatives of. Michigan and .Illinois classes and the three 1l1e111b~n;
at-large and the Secretary of Missions, met regularly dn the. second 
Thursday of each month for an all day session: Its officers are the 
same: as' ,those of the board. 

D. Standing Conzntittees. We have three- standing committees: 
Finance Committee \vhich meets regularly on the Friday evening before 
each- executive committee meeting and on the second Friday evening 
after each executive committee meeting; it is composed of the three 
members of -large and the Secretary of ~1issions, with Mr. Harry 
Boersma as secretary of the committee. Recruiting Committee meets 
from time to time as 'circumstances requIre; it is composed of Rev. L. 
Oostendorp, Rev. W. P. Brink, and Prof. E. Y. Monsma. The Officers 
Committee is a new committee recently set up; it will meet as CIr
cumstances req'uire. 

E. Representa.tion at S-ynod. In addition to the representation pro
vided for by the Mission Order, the board requests Synod to permit 
-it to be represented by our president or vice president, and by the 
treasurer. 
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F. Nlinutes to Consistor·ies. The board overtures Synod asking re
lease from the, requirements found in Acts 1936, p. 89, and Acts 1940, 
p. 47, requiring that copies of the m~nutes (items of general interest 
at least) be sent to each consistory within fifteen days after every meet
ing 'of the executive committee or the board. Grounds for asking to be 
releast-'d from this decision: 

1. Consistories can secure this information from the representative 
of their classis on the Board of Missions. 

2. 1\IIost of this material is reported in The Banner. 
3. Such reports are not required from other boards. 

, SECTION Two. 
GENERAL MATTERS 

A. Denominational Building. The board urges Synod to early action 
on the matter of a denominational building and 110t to wait until the 
Publication Committee is ready for expansion. This matter has been 
before our church 'public since this board sent an overture to the 
Synocl of 1945 on the project. The needs of our board are greater 
and more urgent now than they were then, and it is possible that the 
needs of other boards and committees may have increased in the same 
way., The Board is in need of the following: 

Office for the Secretary, 12 x 16. 
Office for the Assistant to the Secretary and to the Treasurer, 10 x 12. 
Reception room and general office, 12 x 14. 
Conference room adjoin.ing the Secretary's office and separated from 

it by folding doors, 12' x 16. 
Walk-in vault, 10 x 10. 
Permanent storage space in basement, 10 xIS. 
Supply room, 10 xIS. 
The above would be for the exclusive use of our board. In addi

tion to that there are times that we should have access to a large com
mittee r00111, 38 x 24, and to a smaller conference room, 12 x 14. These 
rooms could be for the joint use of our board'and other denominational 
organizations. 

~. Indigenous Church Plan. A generous portion -of the time of the 
1950 annual board meeting was taken up with discussions of the 
indigenous church plan. A study committee has been appointed to 
write a detailed report, which, if appr?ved, will be submitted to Synod 
for' consideration. 

C. Installation of Lay Workers. The question of the desirability 
of having installation services for ul10rdained workers is being studied 
by a committee of the board. If its report is approved, the report win 
be sttbmittedfor the consideration of Synod. 
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SECTION THREE. 

A COJ.fPREI-IENSIVE SURVEY OF ALL OF OUR ,FIELDS 

A. Tabula-tion of Oltr 111issionar'y Personnel, 
Adminj· Total 

Indian China :\,ig('.ria stratian with 
'If S M S :II S M S Tntal Wives 

Ordained Men .12 1 4 1 1 19 37 
Unordained Evangelistic 

'Yorkers ............... 5 3 8 13 
Industrial ''Varkel'S 7 7 14 
Office Staff ....... - .................. 1 1 1 3 4 
Principals and .Teachers 1 13 2 2 18 21 
Medical Personnel 1 12 " 16 17 .> 

Cooks, Matrons, Laundresses .. 1 7 8 9 
Interpreters .......... .12 2 14 26 

- - -
".39 38. 1 6 6 2 1 93 141 

B. List at Calling and Supporting Churches. Here follows the list 
of calling and supporting churches for missionaries. In mos-t cases com
plete support is given; in some case only partial support. 

CHUROH FIELD 
Ghicago, Second Englewood .... ___ . ______ ...... Africa 
Chicago, Second Roseland ...................... Indian 
Drenthe, Michigan ................................ Indian 

'Dutton, Michigan ____ .............................. Indian 
Fremont-, Seco'nd .................................... Africa 

China 
Grand Haven, Second .......... : ................. lndian 
Grand Rapids, Boston Square .............. lndia11 
'Grand Rapids, Broadway ........ ,_. __ .. _ .. _ .. China 
Grand Rapids, Burton Heights. _____ ._ .... Africa 
Grand Rapids, Coldbrook _ .... _ .. _ .... _ .. ___ ... China 
Grand Rapids, Dennis A venue.' ............. Indian 
Grand Rapids, Fuller - Avenue ..... .- ...... .Indian 

Africa 
Grand Rapids, Lagrave Ave ........ _ ..... _ .. Chimi 
Grand Rapids, Oakdale Park. ...... _ ........ lndian 
Grand Rapid$, Seymour ....... ._ .. _.Indian 
Grand Rapids, Sherman St--. . ... _ .. Indian 

China 
Holland, Central Ave ............................. China 
Holland, Fourteenth St ..... _ ................... lndian 

China 
Holland, Maple Ave ... __ ............................ hldian 

Africa 
Holland, Ninth St ................ _ .. _ .......... ,., .... Africa 
Holland, Prospect Park. .. _ .... _ ...... ~ .......... Africa 
Holland, Sixteenth St ............................. lndian 
Hudsonville, First .. _ .... _ ....... _____ .............. Indian 
Kalamazoo, First ................ __ .. _ .... _ .......... Africa 
Kalamazoo, Second .... . ... _ ...... _ ...... Indian 
Kalamazoo, Third ...... . ............ _.Indian 

China 
Midland Park~ N. J ............. """" ....... _ .... Africa· 

China 
Muskegon Classis ................... _ .............. Indian 
Orange City, First._: .. _ .. _ .. _ ...................... Africa 

MISSIONARY 
Mr. Donald Van Reken 
Dr. Louis E. Bos 
Rev. J. R. Kamps 
Miss Lorraine Verduin 
Miss Jennie Stielstra 
Rev. Peter De Jong~~ 
Miss Lillian Bode 
Miss Rellzina Stob 
Miss Wilhemina Kalsbe'ek 
Miss Margaret Dykstra 
Rev. A. H. Smit 
Miss Cora Vogel 
Rev. J .. B. SY"ierellga 
Rev. Peter Dekker 
Dr. H. ,E. Van Reken* 
Rev. H. J. Schl'ipsema 
Miss Dora Hofstra 
Rev. George Y if 
Miss Betty Heerma * 
Rev. A. H. Selles* 
Miss Vera Rotman 
Rev. Edward A. Van Baak* 
Rev. Garrett D. Pars 
Mr. Gilbert Holkeboer 
Rev. and Mrs. E. H. Smith 
Rev. Harry R. Boer 
Rev. J. Van Bruggen 
Miss Mary .J ean Kruis. 
Miss Betty Vanden Berg 
Rev. Donald E. Houseman 
]\.''[1', David C. Boyd 
Miss Magdalena Koets':' 
Miss Anita Vissia 
Rev. Henry Bl'uinooge* 
Rev. C, G. Hayenga 
Rev. Robert Recker 
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O,o'erisel, Michigan ____ . ___ .... ___ ................. Indian 
Passaic, Northside ........ __ .................... __ .. Indian 
Passaic, Prospect St .. __ ..................... __ ... .Indian 

'Paterson, Bethel .--.--..... ----_. __ .... ___ ............. Indian 
Paterson, Eastern -Chr. Ref. S. S. 

Miss Olive Penning 
Miss Lois A. Bangma 
Miss Margaret Pontier 
Mr. Be~'nard Haven 

Teachers' Association ' .... __ .. __ .... _ ... --... Indian Miss 'Angie. Nieuwsma 
Pease, Minnesota ··········----·.· .. ··.· .. -.· .. -..... Indian Miss Hattie Veurink 

~~~l~i'a~I~~~~ :::::::::::::_:::_::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~~~~~~_~ ~!~~l~el1ie. Tibboel 
Ripon, First and ImmanueL .................. lndhm Rev. J. C. Kobes 
Rock Vaney, Iowa ..... _ .............................. Africa Rev. Peter Ipema 
South Ho~land, First: ......... -...... ' .............. Africa Vacant 
Spring" Lake, Michigan ........................... .Indian Miss Nellie Lam 
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'"~ aupun,_ Wisconsi'n ............... : ............. Jndian Miss Mary Kuik 
'VeIlsbul'g, First .................. _ ............. Africa Miss Tena A. Huizenga 
Zeeland' Classis ............... ' ............... Indian Rev. F. Vander Stoep 
Zeeland, first ....................................... .India-n Miss Lenora Vander Veer 

Indian Miss Gertrude- Van Haitsma 
Zutp~len, Michigan ................................. _Indian 'Miss Julia Ensink 

C. Budget Requests for .1950 . . Since the Synod of 1949 approved 
the budget requests for 1950, other requests have come in which the 
board felt it could not deny. Funds to meet these requests are on hand, 
or will be on hand when special gifts for 1950 have all been received, 
but the approval of Synod is still needed to give the board authority 
to use such funds for these specifice projects. 
Administrative , ............................... : ................................ $ 
Indian Field ....................... c ..............................•............ 

Additional if accepted by Synod 

1,000.00 
5,913.00 
5,900.00 

Basic 
Basic 
Above 

Tiv Area, Nigeria.......................... ......................... 8,600.00 Basic 
India ............... , ...................... ' .............................. :........ 8,600.00 Basic 

Additional if Mr. Ramiah accepts indigenous 
church plan ...................................... ,........... 3,000.00 Basic 

Indonesia . .................................................................. 8,600.00 Basic 

$41,613.00 

Basic 

Bonus of $1'0'0 per worker (except office force) .. 7,700.0'0 Already paid 

$49,313.00 
D. Budget Requests fa" 1951. A complete list of the details of the 

budget requests for 1951 will be submitted to the officers of Synod and 
to mel'nbers of its budget committee '\vhen Synod meets. Here is a 
summary of those requests. To meet them wiIl require a quota of ap

. proximately $9:00.per family if no expansion projects are added. It 
will require approximately $10.00 per family if Synod approves of 
the expansion proposals made by the board. 

Indian ........................................................ $271,012.00 
Sudan ._ ......... __ ........................................... 63,830.00 
Administration ............ ;........................... 18,175.'00 
General .................................................. 13,100.00 

$366,117.00 
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Less Estimated Salal'ic;!s ..... __ .. _ .............. . 50,000.00 

$816,117.00 
per family (35,597 families) . 
(Approximately $9.00) 

Adding New Fields 
Tiv ---..::. Nigeria....... .. __ .. __ ....... ___ $ 8,400.00 
India ..................... Jf---•••...•....••...• __ •.•..•. .... 14,400.00 

(Deduct $6,000 if Eellal'Y not included) 
Indonesia ............ __ ......... __ ......... : ...... __ .. 8,400.00 

$847,817.00 
$9.76 pel' family (35,597 families) 

(Approximately $10.00) 

SECTION FOUR. 

Trn: INI:;HAN FIELD 

A. Here is a list of our stations·on ottr In(Jian field in New j\/lexico 
vvith the roster of workers at each station: 

. Carisso 
Mr. David C. Boyd 
Ml'. Paul Redhouse 

Crown Point 
Rev. Jacob Van Bruggen 
Mr. Alfred Eecenti 
Mi', Ben Henry 
1\'li'. Jacob Bol 

Farmington 
Rev. H. J. Schril'sema 
Mr. Chee Anderson 

Gallup 
Hev. D.,E.,Houseman 
Mr. Stewart Barton 

N ahaschitty 
Mr. Edward Henry 
Mr. Louis Henry 

Phoenix 
Dr. C. G. Hayenga 
Rev. Wm. Goudberg 

Red Rock 
MI". John Redhouse 

Shiprock 
Rev. F. Vander Stoep 

-Miss Cora Vogel 
Mr. Ed. McKenzie 
Mrs. Stella Begay 

Toadlena 
Rev. J. C. Kobes 
Mis Angie Nieuwsma 
Mr. Sidney Nez 
Miss Lonaine Mike 

Tohatchi f 

Rev. Garrett D. Pars 
Mr. Howard Redhouse 

Two 'VeIls 
Re'v. J. B. Swiel'enga 
Miss Nellie Tibboel 
Mr. Melvin Chavez 

Rehoboth 
Miss Lois Bangma 
Mr. Ed Berkompas 
DT. Louis H. Bos 
Mr. Arthur Bosscher 
Mr. J.' H. Bosscher 
Miss Julia Ensink 
Miss Hattie Gl'eveng'oed 
Miss Alyce Haveman 
Miss Made Hoekstra 
Mr. 'Villiam Hoekstra 
Miss Dora Hofstra 
Rev. J. R. Kamps 
Mr. Roland Kamps 
Miss Clara Kollis 
Miss Elizabeth Kollis 
Mr. Tullie James 
Miss Mary Jean Kruis 
Miss Mary Kuik 
Miss Elizabeth Manuelito 
Miss lVI'arie Manuelito 
Mr. Peter Meyer 
Miss Gertrude Oranje 
Miss Olive Penning 
Mrs. Dora Peshlakai 
Miss Grace Peterson 
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Rev.,: Abel PoeI, 
Miss Margaret Pontier 
Miss Renzina 8tob 
Miss Molly Talley 
Miss Bessie 'J;'joeiker 
Miss Marie Vander Weide 
Mi'ss' 'Dinah Van Dyken 
Miss Sadie Van Dyken 
Miss' Gertrude Van Haitsma 
1\'1:1;; AdHan Van Iwaarden 
Miss Hattie Veurink 
Rev. George -Y if 

Zuni 
Miss Lillian Bode 
Miss Helen: De Lange 
Mr. Clarence Dykema 
Mr. Bernard, Hav:en 
Mr. C; Kuipers 
MisS' Nellie Liun 
Mr,' Rex Natewa 
Miss Vel'a Rotman 
Miss Johanna Struik . 
MI'. Gerrit Varldei' Meulen 
Miss Leno,ra Vander Veer 
Miss Lo"i"raine Verduin 
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'These are the men and women \vho. occupy the front line trenches 
of a b~ttlefield that is still a great challenge to the Christian Reformed 
Church,: "s it has been for the past fifty-four years. Anything your 
honorable. body can do to stimulate interest in and p~aycr for. these 
mi$sionarie$ in their work and in the heavy problems they 111eet from 
day to day ~il1 be a contribution to missionary progress. 

General. Conference has appointed Rev. F. Vander Stoep as its 
repI';eseritative at Synod. We trust he will he given the hearty recep
tion that Synods l1sually give such representatives, -includin:g the 
:privilege~' of the floor when Indian matters are discussed. 

B. Indian Field Trends a·nd Frob/en«. In lieu of giving a station 
:by station report on the Indian field, as we have ,been accustomed to do 
in,'rece~t'years, we ..,vill try to indicate the trends and 'problems, of the 
Indian ijeldin a general way. . 

. 1. Towards Self-Support. We have been hopefully looking out for 
trends towa~ds self-support. We have not been greatly enc~uraged! 
but it is only_ fair to say that indications in that direction are not: en
tirely absent. The Christian groups at Crown ,Point seut 'a contribution 
of $50.00 to the mission board; this will be used either for part of 
the s,upport of Edward Henry at Nahaschitty, or for local evangelistic 
supplies at Crown Point. The Bethlehem Chapel group has made a 
small contribution towards the salary of Edward Henry. The Gallup 
grouJ2 made a -contribution towards transportation expenses and has 
been providing some of its own evangelistic supplies. The group at 
Shiprock has sent in ,several sizable contributions; the total for the 
year 1949 from Shiprock amounted to $534.67. The pupils at the Fort 
Wingate School have made contributions towards local expenses. The 
Rehoboth congregation, which of course is largely white, contributed 
$1,500.00 towards the salary of Rehoboth pastor and made generous 
contributions towards upkeep of the church building. The assumption 
is that offerings are received at all places where services are held. We 
lll?-Y not be unmindful of these indications, but it is true that the Chris-
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tian Reformed Church is still supporting the native Indian church al
most completely. 

2. ,Native participation in Christian Work. In native participation in 
Christian work there has been decided progress during the past year. 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward ·Henry have shown faithfulness and diligence 
in their work at the Nahascbitty station. Mr. Louis Henry, father of 
Edward, is employed on a part time basis. At Crown Point our inter
preters are moving in an encouraging way towards being native work
ers who bring their own messages instead of merely serving to interptet 
the message of the white missionary. At Skeets Camp native Chris
tians have made generous contributions of labor and material in erecting 
the school building and they continue to supply fuel for the schoo!. A 
number of Rehoboth high school pupils have shown diligence and con
secration i,n their readiness to serve as interpreters for missionaries and 
to bring 'a message of their -own in the hospital and in camps. Rather 
disheartening is the fact that our training school for native evangelists 
had to close because of lack of students. 

3. Schools. Our schools at Rehoboth and Zuni have proved to [,e 
efficient evangelizing agencies as weli as agencies for the cultur:.t.l 
development of our Christian groups. In the spring of 1949 we could 
issue certificates to the fo!lO\ving graduates: Rehoboth grade school, 
16: Rehoboth high school, 9; Zuni junior high 3. 

At Skeets Camp, in the Two Wells field, a day school was openecl 
with a larger ineasure of native participation 'than we have ever en
joyed before. Natives contributed the logs for the building and 50 
clays Df labor in erecting it. We have not reached our ideal of makiIlg 
it a purely local projeCt "fnative Christians. 

If statistics could be compiled of the number of hours of effecti Ye 
impact in presenting the gospel and its implications which our educa
tional missionaries enjoy, as compared with the number of hours of 
such impact -available to evangelistic and medical missionaries, we are 
confident that the significance of schools as an evangelizing agency 
would become strongly -evident. In campwork the missionaries have 
to travel to the Indians and when they reacb their homes they can 
speak to only a few at a time; in school work the Indians come to 
the missionary and the missionary can spend practically all of his work
ing hours in making a direct spiritual impact through positively Chris
tian education. 

4. Problems. Our discussion of the .trends ha.s made it abundantly 
clear that we continue to face many problems. Here is a list of them 
which will not be complete, but long enough to make plain how des
perately we are in need of divine guidance! 
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a. , Lack of a vigorous native church. There was a time ,that our 
Yearbook listed four Indian congregations. None of them were 
ever strictly native congregations. In line with the policy adop
ted by the Simod of 1942, two of these congregations have 
been disbanded and the Christians are listed on the believers 
roll. Steps are being taken to disband one of the others, namely, 
the Tohatchi church. The remaining congregation, Rehob9th, is 
overwhelmingly white in its membership, financial support, and 

. control. In not one case thus far has our believers roll developed 
into a strictly native congregation. There is nothing wrong with 
our ideal, but we have not' yet solved the problem of ho,v to reach 
that ideal. 

b. Bearing of government policies on our 'Work. Government policies 
still keep the Indian in wardship and this tends to rob him of all 
initiative' toward self development. The government is moving 
in a vicious circle. It tells us that the Indian cannot be set free 
from wardship until he is educated, but experience shows th.at 
when the educated Indian has an opportunity to . launch out for 
himself, most of them continue to cling to the protective security 
of wardship. The new life in Christ lifts men up, in principle, 
above all hindrances to self development. but Indians are just 
like white men in that the)' seldom rise' to the full height of their 
potentialities. 

c. The economic position of Indians. The economic position of 
Indians creates a larger problem for missionaries than the 
economic position of Chinese and Nigerians creates for mission
aries working in those lands. This is not due to their poverty as 
such, for Iridians as a class are not as poor ~s Chinese and 
Nigerians. It is due to the fact that Indians live in close contact 
with white men. They are indeed citizens of the same country. 
The resources of ~:)tlr rich land are just as. available to them as they 
are to white men; consequently, it is legitimate for them to desire 
to live on the economic level of the white man. Their desires and 
demands are white even. while their techniques and abilities arc 
still Indian. As Americans all we sympathize with their aspir,l
tions and cannot assume an attitude of satisfaction with a 
permanent separa.tion between our culture as is actually done on 
foreign mission fields. 

d. Our training school problem. For fifty-four years it has been one 
of the most persistent id~als and cherished objectives of out' 
church to tr<.1-in· native evangelists. During those fifty-four years 
many training school pr0j ects were established and each in turn 
had to be' abandoned. A fev\T years ago we started again at 
Rehoboth. Last year vve had no students. vVe afe not abandon-
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ing the ideal even though we do 110t at present have a concrete 
program for reaching it. The director of our traiI~.ing school, tll\.! 
Rev. J. R. Kamps, has been assigned to the San Antone field, 
which has been without a resident worker for five years. 

C. GENERAL ITEMS FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 

'l. Educai'ional Superintendent at Rehoboth. Although our high 
school at Rehoboth is still young, the board is convinced the time has 
come to give one man responsibility for both the grade school and the 
high school. This should make for unity of administration. The 
present principal of the grade school will be given the general superin
tendency of all educational \vark at Rehoboth. This was only done after 
full consultation with and cooperation of the presei1t grade sch00l 
principal who for the past year has also sen'co as acting principal of 
the high school. A set of regulations for the new position is being drawn 
up. 

2. High School Wing at Rehoboth: In accordance with the synodical 
mandate, -a contract for erecting the high school wing of the Rehoboth 
school plant has been awarded the Craftsman Construction Co. of 
Sante Fe, New Mexico. The bnilding is expected to be Teady for 
occupancy late in August, 1950. 

3. Future of Sta,r Lake field. With synodical approval, (see Acts 
1949, p. 40) it has been decided to turn over the Star Lake field to 
another- missionary agency if one can be found to -meet our require
ments. As a temporary measure, and with the approval of General 
Conference, it has been decided to offer a five year lease of the Star 
Lake property to the Berean j\·1issioll, Incorporated. 

4. Home Missions Council. The Christian Reformed Board of Mis
sions -has withdrawn from the membership of the Home Missions 
Council of North America. The immediate cause for action was the 
entrance of the Home lvlissions Council into the National Council of 
Christian Churches. 

SECTION F'IVE 

CHINA FIELD 

A. The China Situation.. In our suppkmentary report to the Synod 
of 1949 we conld report that Rev. A. H. Smit was still in J ukao and 
that Rev. Henry Bruinooge and Rev. Edward A. Van Baak were still 
in Shanghai. The situation has continued to deteriorate due to rapid 
Communist advances. Missionaries Bruinooge and Van Baak were not 
able to secure permits from the Communists to go to J ukao, and they 
returned to this country on the SS General Gordon, arriving at San 
Francisco on October 13, 1949. At their own requests they were made 
eligible for a call. 
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After having continued alone in Jukao for a full year, Missionary 
Smit found it necessary in December, 1949 to go to Shanghai for 
medical attention. He was unable to secure a permit to return to J ukao. 
He plans to leave Shanghai late in Maq:h on the SS General Gordon 
which is also scheduled to bring out all of the remaining diplomatic 
representatives of our country. 

This does not mean the end of the Christian movement in China, 
for there are many organized congregations and unorganized groups 
of Christians who will continue to witness to the truth of the gospel. 
It may mean the end of active participation on the ,part of our own 
church for some time, but it does not even mean the end of -missionary 
endeavor in China, for many ,missionaries of other churches who were 
in-a ffinr,e favorable position than our missionaries, are still in China and 
are still carrying on, their work. Our own repatriated, missionaries all 
hope to return to China and their calling churches are holding them
selves in r'eadiness to support them. We still have a China Mission even 
though it is impossible for it to Htnction temporarily. Persistent and 
believing prayer should be offered by oui people for our native churches 
and organized groups of converts and for the future of the Christian 
movement in that land, as well as for the future of our own China 
Mission. 

B.. Present Acli:-.;i/-ies of Repatriated China Missionaries. In our 
supplementary report to the Synod of 1949 we were able to report on 
the present activities of Rev. Peter De Jong, Dr. H. E. Van Reken and 
Miss Betty Heerema. We can now add the following information on 
repatriated missionaries. Rev. A. H. Selles is serving as city missionary 
for the Godwin Heights and Seymour Square Churches of Grand 
Rapids. Miss Lillian Bode is serving as teacher in our Zuni mission 
schooL· Miss Magdalena Koets is teaching in a Christian school in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan. Miss Wilhemina Kalsbeek is serving in various 
capacities in Broadway Church, Grand Rapids, although final arrange
ments for her future service have not yet been completed. Rev. Henry 
Bruinooge'is pastor of our church at Emden, Minnesota, and Re'.-. 
Edward A. Van Baak is pastor at ·Bauer, Michigan. 

C. Necessary Adjustments on China Budgets. The withdrawal of 
our missionaries from China makes it necessary that adjustments be 
made on our budgets for 1949, 1950, and 1951. 

For 1949 there was a surplus of $40,700 in the China budget. The 
board decided to earmark this for reparations and rehabilitation and 
this amount has been invested in _government bonds, series F. 

The budget which the Synod of 1949 approved for China for 1950 
totalled $88,400. Some of that was to come from the salaries to be 
paid by the calling churches, some was to come from special gifts, 
and the greater part of it from quotas. It is natural that churches which 
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have tempora,rily lost their China missionaries will not pay those salaries 
this year. Special gifts for China will also be few. Some of the quotas 
have already come in and local congregations have made arrangements 
in their budgets for the rest of the quotas. The board asks synodical 
approval for our proposal to set aside $40,000 of the 1950 budget for 
China in a special fund reserved for the re-opening of China work when 
that' becomes possible . 

. As to the budget for 1951, even though we are still responsible for 
portions of the .salaries of two China missionaries and even though 
thel'e are still traveling expenses for 'Rev. A. H. Smit to be met .ancj. 
there may be other obligations connected' with our property in Cllina, 
we are planning to meet those expenses, if they continue, Jrom amounts 
left from the 1949 and 1950 budgets, thus there arc no budget re
quests for China in 1951. 

SECTION SIX 

SUDAN FIELD 

A. List of. lIrNssionaries. These are the missionaries serVl11g on our 
Sudan field and their station: 
Lupwe 

Rev. Peter Dekker 
Miss Margaret Dyksb'a 
Mr. Gilbert Holkeboer 
Miss Tepa A., Huizenga 

Mr. Donald Van Reken 
Miss Anita Vissia 

Baissa 
Rev. Harry R. Boer 

'Rev. Robert Recker 'Vukari 
Rev. and Mrs,' E. H. Smith Rev. Peter Ipema 
Miss Betty Vanden Berg Miss Jennie Stielstra 

Do no let our churches forget them in their intercession. 
B. Personal Changes. Since the Synod of 1949 Rev. Robert Recker 

has accepted the call of First Church, Orange City, and has already 
- arrived on the field to begin his language study.' On invitation of the 
Sudan United Mission, Miss Margaret Dykstra has been assigned to 
the school at Gindiri for one year. Rev. and Mrs. E. H. Smith have 
returned to their field after a regular furlough and Miss Anita Vissia 
has been granted an extension of furlough to enable her to take special 
work at :11aternity Center, New York, to mef;t Nigerian government 
requirements for registration. 

C. Urgent Needs. Our urgent needs for Nigeria are one or two 
doctors and an industrial missionary. We have also been authorized 
by Synod to add another ordained missionary to the existing staff, 
but due to shortage of housing we have been asked to hold that in 
abeyance. 

D. -Cooperation 'in, Cent1'al Hausa Language School. On recommenda
tion of our Nigerian 'Conference, we have authorized the Sudan Mis

. sion of the Christian Reformed Church to cooperate with the Sudan 
United Mission in the establishment and maintenance of a Central 



SUPPLE~IENT 12 165 

,Hausa Language School at Jos. Since this involves the erection of a 
residence of our own at J os and obligates us to pay one-fifth share of 
the erection cost and maintenance .of the main building on the language 

. school site, \ve ask for ,synodical" endorsement-of the plan. The residence 
will cost approximately $1,000 and our share of the responsibility for 
the other building can be covered by an annual appropriation of $700 
to $750. 

E. Proposal for llfissionar:,/ Ezpansion in ~Nigeria. J\1issionaries of 
the Dutch Reformed Church Mission 6f South Africa (Nederduitse 
Ge,refo,rrneerde Kerkell van :Suid Afrika) have approached our m-is
sionaries with a proposal to turn over to our church that portion of I 

their' mission area lyi,ng east of the Katsina Ala River. This territory 
i$ occupied by a portion of the mighty Tiv tribe on which the D. R. C. 
1\1'. has been concentrating for many years. They vITi11 contjnue their 
work west of the Katsina 'Ala River among the same tribe. Their 
proposal involves -an area of approximately the same size as our present 
.field and approximately the same number of people. Thus', if it ·is 
accepted, our work in Nigeria ,vill be doubled. Soine work has been 
done by the Dutch Reformed Church Mission in that area, but a great 
deal of pioneer work remains to he done. The board voted approval 
of the following recommendation ,of ,Qur Nigerian Conference: 

"1. That. the transfer of the D. R. C. M. area lying east· of the 
Katsina Ala River to our mission be accepted in principle immediately-. 

"z. That the Nigerian Conference be empowered to make all neces:" 
sary arrangeI11ents for effecting the actual transfer of the field and of 
responsibility for the field in such a manner and at as early a date 
as shall be mutually satisfactory to both the D. R.C. M. and our mis-
sion." 

The board asks for synodical endorsement on the steps already 
taken and authority to effectuate the transfer if satisfactory arrange
ments can be made with D. R. C. M. In "face of the possibility that 
\\ie might be able to send out two ordained men before another Synod 
convenes, we are tentativel}' plaG:ing request's' for an appropriation -in 
our 1950 "additional list" and in our 1951 budget. 

SECTION SEVEN 

( EXPANSION OPPORTUNITIES 

I A. Tiv P,·oposal. See paragraph Six E above. 
I B. Bellory and Mysore fields in India. We ask your approval of thc 
[, following: In' the supplementary report of the Christian Reformed 

Board of Missions submitted to the Synod of 1949 there was included 
(see Acts 1949, pp. 157-159) a tentative recommendation regarding 
the possible taking over of a missiori field in India from the Telugu 
Village Mission. The report included a list of matters that still re-
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lnained to be straightened out before Synod could take final action. 
The executive cOlnmittee of the board did not succeed in getting full 
information on those items, thus·a supplementary ;report (see Acts 
1949, p. 165) stated that the board had not yet been able to come 
to a satisfactory settlement of the issues still outstanding. Thus Synod 
\vas unable to take action on the. original recommendation of the board 
(See Acts 1949, p. 50).-

Since that time the Rev. John O. Schuring, with the courteous pel'
mission of the Committee. for South America and Ceylon, heartily ac
cepted Our invitation to visit the field of Mr. and lVIrs. Ramiah in Bellary 
and in Mysore and to submit a report of his findings. His penetrating 
analysis of the situation on the Bellary and l\![ysore fields has been of 
great help to us in reaching our conclusion. J\lIr. and Mrs. Ra111iah 
have also shown a friendly readiness to give us all the information 
needed, and we have likewise enjoyed the cooperation of the members of 
the "Ramiah Club" of Grand Rapids. 

The proposal as we have it no\v is broader, than the one that was 
presented in the report to Synod found on pp. 157-159 of Acts 1949. 
At that time we were considering only the eastern portion of the 1\1y
sore or southern field. That field, as described on page 157 of the Acis 
of 1949, is still available. In addition Mr. Ramiah has -offered to turn 
oYer to us the Bellary field in which he is himself working. Thus to 
the 1,700 sq. mi. of the Mysore area, with a population of 500,000, he 
now adds 1,700 sq. mi. in the central Bellary area. 

1. ReC01n111,Cndation. 
Subject to the stipulations named below, the board recommends to 

Sy~lOd that steps be taken to assume one or both of these fields, prefer
-ably both, on the following grounds: 

a. Onr church has shown itself able and willing to shoulder addition
al foreign missionary responsibilities. Our young men and maidens 
are giving themselves for service on the foreign mission fields of other 
churches, and a great deal of Christian Reformed money is being 
used annually to support these and other \vorkers. 

b. The need of these fields is great. Pastor Steven lialeigh ane! his 
wite, native workers in Mysore, have with them a trained evangelist 
and also a young convert who is being trained for futtire servi'ce, but 
they are unable for lack of time and strength to present the gospel 
adequately to the half million residents in that area. Many other fl1is
sionary organizations work in 1vl ysore state, _but in the entire state 
only about one in eight hundred have become a Christian. In the 
latest directory of churches and missions in India and Pakistan no other 
missionary organization is listed for the area which the Telugu Village 
Mission offers to turn over to us. The Bellary district in which NIr. 
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and Mrs. Hamiah live. has enjoyed the impact of the gospel longer, 
but here also there is far more work than the present staff can do to 
evangelize the district. 

c. Iii recent 'years the very limited brbadcasting of the gospel has 
produced amazing results. In one year, 1946, Mr. Ramiah reports 
that there were oil his entire field 400 confessions- of faith and these, 
with God's ·blessing, were obtained through the instrumentality of only 
fj ve white workers. 

d. N[r. Ramiah himself, a native Indian Christian married to a 
Grand Rapids lady of Reformed family, is a member of Burton Heights 
Christian Refonncd Church and completely committed to the Reformed 
position. 

2. Stipulations. 
We propose that Synod adopt the follov./ing stipulations for the 

taking over of this field, or these fields: 

a. Autonomy: The Christian Reformed Church, through its board 
of missions, is to be' autonomous in this field, or in these fields. While 
retaining fraternal and friendly relationships with the Telugu Village 
IVlission, we do not become a part of that mission, and neither we nor 
0111' missionaries will have any responsibility towards the T. V. 1\1.; 
and the T. V. M. will have no authority on our field. 

b. Indigenous Church Plan. For the field in India, the Christian Re
formed Church takes a firm stand in favor "of the indigenous church 
plan of carrying on mission w.ork. This means that the home church 
is financially responsible for the salary, housing, transportation, and 
working budgets of its own missionaries, but it is expected that the 
native church will provide salaries and housing for its, native workers 
and will: provide for its, own places of worship. As to schools, the 
Christian Reformed Church will be responsible for one or more 
schools for the training of native workers, evangelists, and pastors by 
providing buildings, equipment, staff salaries of both missionary and 
native teachers, and a working budget. Local schools for the education 
of children will be the responsibility of the native Christians. If mis
sionary supervision of these schools is desired, the mission will pay 
salaries, housing and transportation expenses of the missionaries en
gaged in this supervision, but the mission will not be responsible for 
buildings or- salaries of native teachers or caretakers. 

c. Understanding on Property Rights. There must be a clear stat'o
ment on property rights and mutually satisfactory arrangements with 
the Telugu Village Mission from whom we take over the field, and 
with Mr. and- ¥rs. Ramiah, the present missionaries on the field, re
garding property and equipment now there. 
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d. Tentative Activity. ·Before reaching finality on a field or fields 
.in Iildia, a small, token for'ce of' two 'ordained men should be appointed 
to work on the. field for a two or three year period; at the end of that 
period a well documente,t report: shall be sent. to the board and Synod 
for. final action .. 

e. Scope of Wo,·k .. The extent of the field for which we are· to take 
tentative.responsibility must be defined. vVe are ready to take on both, 

. but . only subject to the stipulation mentioned above that the ,york be 
done along indigenous church lines. It is realized that it will be easier 
to make this transition for the Mysore field than for the Bellary field. 
I.f Mr. and 1VIrs. Ramiah are able and willing to make the change im
mediately when the Cp.ristian Reformed Church takes over, then 'W(~ 
sl10uldtake both the ·Mysore and Bellary fields .. If they are unable 
or unwilling to make the change in the Bellary field at once, but are 
willing to do so after a period of, transition, then we should take over 
only the M ysore field and pnt the indigenous church plan into effect 
there. In that case the Christian Reformed Church would take OVer 
fiflancial responsibility only for the missionaries going to the M ysore 
field and would not take over financial responsibility for Mr. and Mrs. 
Ramiah and Miss Ann Bosch until they are ready to make the change 
to', the indigenous church method. 

3. Financial Implications of the above Reco'mmendation. 

A. If the indigenous church plan can be put into effect on both fields 
at once, OUf church .should be responsible for the foHowing expenses: 

Salary of Mr. and Mrs. Ramiah .......... _., ...... _ .... __ . __ .$2,700.00 
Salary of ,Miss Ann Bosch ................ _ ..... __ ... ___ .......... 1,500.00 
Working- Budget for Bellary Field ............................ 1,200.00 
House Rent at AdonL ................. _ ......... : ............. _...... 600.00 
Salary of Tw'o, Ordained Men in Addition 

at $2.700.00 each .................................................... 5,400.00 
Outfit Allowances for two New Couples at $700.00 

each .......................................................................... 1,400.00 
Transportation to Field, 4 x $700.00 .. _ ......... __ ........ 2,800.00 
House Rent for Two New Couples_ .. __ .... __ ..... _ ..... _ ... _. 1,200.00 
Working Budget for Language Study, Litera-

ture, and Salary of two Native Assistants .... 1,200.00 
The question of funds for schools, for purchasing 

property and building residences, for automo
biles, will have to be considered after the 
close of the tentative period. 

B. If we begin 'with the Mysore field only, our financial obligations 
will be: 

Salary of Two ,Ordained Men at $2,700.00 each_ ... $5,400.00 
Outfit Allowances for two New Couples at $700.00 

each ._ .. __ .... _._. __ .................... _ ... '_._ .................. _ ......... _ .. ..t,400.00 
Transpol'tation to Field, 4 x $700_00 __ ._. __ ." .. ___ ._. _ .. 2,800.00 
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House Rent for Two New Couples _____ ., ....... , ... ___ ,, ___ 1,200.00 
'Vorking Budget for La~guag;e St~dy,_ ,Li~fl'a,-

ture, and Salary of two Native Assistan'ts. ___ ),200.00 

C. Indonesia. 
The Gereformeerde Kerkcn of the N ethel"lands took the initiative 

jn inviting our .church to assume responsibility for a portion .of thc'm,is:
sionary ",York which that church is now carrying on in Indonesia. The 
board has gathered a great deal of information on the project bY' corres
pondence and by the courteous acceptance on the part of Prof. Clarence 
Bouma and Dr. R. S. Wierenga of the invitation to talk the project 
over with missionary leaders in the Netherlands in connection with their 
attendance at the Ecumenical Synod in Amsterdam during the summer 
of 1949. . 

In making our recommendation we wish to distinguish between, an 
immediate objective, and a ,possible long-term program; the inimediate 
objective, if adopted, "\yill place us in a position to make a careful study 
of the entire situation in Indonesia and may thus prepare us for the 
a.cceptance of a long-term program. 

We advise Synod to express itself as follows: 
1. iJluncdiate objective. By way of an in1mcdiate 6bjective Synod 

adopts the following three-year program: 
Synod authorizes the Executive Committee of the Christian Reformed ' 

Board of 1\1i55io11S to send a maximum of two ordained missionaries 
to Indonesia on loan for three years to the Gerefo~meerde Kerken of 
the Netherlands, for service in Indonesia under the direction of the 
Zendings Deputaten of the Gereformeercle Kerken subject to the 
following stipulations: 

ia. In accordance with our 11ission Order they shall be called and 
sent out by local churches, .and their ministerial status will remain with 
those local churches. 

b. In accordance with the 1Vlissio11 Order their work will be regulated 
by the Christian Reformed Board of l\iissions which is hereby autho'lt
jzed to effect a working arrangement with the Zendings .. Deputaten of 
the Gereformeerde. Kerken in ,the N etherlands an~, if found neceSSal;)", 
and feasible, With. the native churches of Indonesia. ,: i 

c. A t\vo-fold mandate shall be given to the missionaries to be sent 
out: 

( 1) After the necessary language study· and orientation they shaH 
perform actual mission work in Indonesia; 

(2) They shall serve as representatives of the Christian Reformed 
Church of North America to make a careful study of the entire' 
situation in Indonesia to the end that they may be able to submit 
a report to the board and Synod regarding a .possible long-term 
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program for our church in Indonesia, ''lith full information re
garding conditions of labor, opportunities, and costs. 

2, Possible Long-Term Program. By way of a long-term program 
Synod envisages the following possibilities and instructs the board to 
make, through the missionaries, a careful study of these and any other 
po?sibilities which may commend themselves to them to the end that 
one or more of them. may be recommended for adoption: 

a. To accept, 011 invitation of the proper authorities, a separate field 
in Makassar to be worked in dose cooperation with the Gereformeerde 
Kerken and the native churches. 

b. To share a piec"e of work as a partner with the Gereformeenle 
Kerken and the native church in Java. 

c. To undertake work on a separate field in Northern Central Java. 
d. To continue to work more permanently in Indonesia by merely 

loaning missionaries to the Gereformeerde Kerken and the nati-,;e 
churches. 

3. Grounds for Reco",mendations A and B. 
a. An official request has come to us from the Reformed Churches 

of the Netherlands. When at the annual board meeting of 1940 an 
informal proposal was made that we approach the Reformed Churches 
of the N etherlancls on the possibility of helping them in their \vork in 
Indonesia, the board took the position that respect for the Dutch 
churches required that we \vait until they make a proposal. Now they 
have made the proposal. 

b. Compliance with the request of the Reformed Churches of the 
Netherlands would meet a real need of the sister church whose fellow
ship we value most. 

c. Through close cooperation with the Reformed Churches of the 
Netherlands our church could develop greatly in sounding Reformed 

. missionary practice. and that would benefit all our other fields as well. 
This holds for both strategic. and tactical problems. They are decades 
ahead of us in missionary experience. Within the next generation, 
possibly within the next decade, our China and Sudan fields will be 
facing the problems of cooperation with the native church which the 
Dutch Churches arc facing today. 

d. We need more diversification in the foreign mission fields of our 
church. Too many of our well-trained, consecrated young people arc 
being lost to other churches and to other mission fields. The eagerness 
with which some of our churches and unofficial groups take up the 
support of missionaries going to other fields is an indication that our 
church as a whole demands 'broader missionary op~orturi:ities. 

e. There are many Chinese in Indonesia. Their written language 
is exactly like that on our own China field, but the spoken langnage 
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is entirely different. Our experience in China should enable us to mah:e 
some contribution to the development of the Chinese churches. 

£. If we share responsibility for, or take over responsibility of, a 
well developed piece of mission work such as is offered to us in Makas
sar or Southern Central Java with their hospitals, nurses, training 
school, and seminary, we will be able to provide opportunities for those 
of our missionary recruits who have specialized in advanced fields of 
service, such as surgery and theological training. 

D. lapa-n._ IVlany letters have been received suggesting that 011f 

church look into the' possibility of beginning mission work in Japan. 
In June, 1948, Our executive committee had answered, an inquiry (if 
Fourth Christian Reformed Church of Roseland by saying "that the 
board does not consider it feasible to make extensive investigations 
into the Japanese field since: 

HI. Other more promising opening's' are being offered to our church. 

"2. While it is undoubtedly true that Japan needs the gospel, and 
there may be a peculiar receptivity to the gospel on the part of th" 
Japanese people at this time, we should not forget that a few years 
~efore the Second World War broke out, all foreign missionaries were 
asked to leave Japan at the insistence of the Japanese government 
which took the position that the Japanese churches were strong enough 
to manage their O\vn affairs. If more missionaries are to be sent to 
Japan; they should be sent by those churches which had mission work 
in Japan before the war, since they would be in a better position to 
link up pl-esent activities with past missionary efforts in that country," 

Since that time we have had some correspondence with Rev. Takoaki 
T okiwa, Stated Clerk of the .Reformed Church in Japan (formerly 
called Christian Reformed Church in Japan), asking whether that 
church were in need of our assistance. Mr. Takaoki called together all 
the ministers of his denomination and sent the following as their 
,answer: "We appreciate the proposal. And we wish that, first of all, 
one or two persons corne to Japan for the purpose of investigating in 
general and having a full discussion with us as to where the mission
aries stay, in what way they work, etc." The board decided to cable 
Rev. A. H. Smit to ask him to stop over in Japan on his way home from 
China and confer with the leaders of the Reformed Church there, then 

, to report to the executive committee on his return to this country. 

E. K O1-e~. At the request of Mr. Chun Yung Chang, a student at 
\i\Testern Theological Seminary, Holland, Michigan, who represents 
the Korean Theological Seminary of Pusan, Korea, a cablegram has 
been sent to Rev. A. H. Smit, asking him, if he can see his way clear 
to do so, to visit Pusan OIl his way home to America to gather first hand 
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information regarding the Korean Theological Seminary and the 
churches which are supporting it. 

SECTION EIGHT 

SUMIHARY OF RECOMhIENDATIONS 

1. Action On nominations of Classes (One, A). 
2. Election of members-at-Iarge (One, A) .. 
3. Appreciat\on to Mr; Henry Denkema (One, A). 
4. Representation at Synod (One, E). 
5. Minutes to Consistories (One, F). 
6. Denominational Building (Two, A). 
7. Budget requests for 1950 (Three, C). 
8. Budget requests for 1951' (Three, D). 
9. Recognition of Representative from General Conference (Four, 

A). 
10. Adjustments on China Budgets (Five, C). 
11. Central Hausa Language School (Six, D). 
12. Expansion in Nigeria (Six, E). 
13. Expansion in India (Seven, B). 
14. Expan~ion in Indonesia (Seven, C). 

Thus the Christian Reformed Board of Missions has again given an 
accounting of its stewardship, In a disturbed world threatened by war 
mission work bee'omes more difficult but also more necessary. May God 
give to the Synod of 1950 great wisdom in facing the many problems 
on which a church of Jesus Christ should express itself. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHRISTIAN REFOR1'[ED BOA~ OF MISSIONS 

JOHNe. DE KORNE, Secretary 
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SUPPLEMENT 12-A 
(Arts. 84, 93, 94, 98, 127, 130, 149, 151, 153, 155, 157) 

CHRISTIAN REFORMED BOARD OF MISSIONS 

1'0 the Synod of 1950. 

FATHERS AND BRETHREN: 
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T o Report No. 12 found on pages 42-61 of the printed Agenda, , 
. we now add this supplementary report. To facilitate easy refer-

'ence we will follow the nomenclature used in the original report for 
headings and sub-headings. 

SECTION TWO 

General Matters 

B. Indigenous Church Plan. vVe reported in the 'printed agenda 
that a generous portion of the time of the 1950 annual board meeting 
was taken np with discussions of the indigenous church plan and that 
a study committee was appointed to write a detailed report, which, if 
approved, will be submitted to Synod for consideration. The study 
committee wrote a detailed report, but it was not approved by the 
executive committee. Since the board ~t its annual meeting did in
struct the executive committee what to do in case the report were ap
proved, but did not instruct the executive committee what to do in 
case the report were not approved" the executive, committee faced a 
difficult problem. After long discussion the following motion pre-
vailed: . 

<lA. The executi~e cqmt'nittee -does not feel that the report, of the 
committee is in 'full hannony with the original report,_ especially in 
that it exceeds the mandate of the board and expresses itself on in
'stitutional mission work on which the board explicitly stated it was not 
ready to express itself; and in that it assumes responsibilities of solv
ing the difficulties on the Indian field which the board intended for 
the long range committee. 

"E. In view of these facts, the executive committee forwards to 
Synod a copy of the report, and the decisions approved by the board 
at its annual meeting Ill" February, 1950, and refers the present docu
ment to Synod as a study committee report on the matter." 

We have delivered to the Stated Clerk a copy of each of, the docu
ments mentioned in the above paragraph. 
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SECTION THREE 
A Comprehensive Survey of all of our Fields 

C. Budget Requests for 1950. For the tabulation given on page 46 
of the printed agenda, tbe following should be substituted: 

Administrative . ___ ~ ....... _. ___ .. __ . _______ ...... _._ ........ _. __ . __ ., ..... $ 1,000.00 Basic 
Indian Field ............. __ . ________ .... ____ ........ : __ .. __ . ____ .. _____ .... _ 5,913.00 Basic 
Indian Field ......... ________ .... ___ ....................... __ .. _............ 5,900.00 Above-Basic 

Additional if accepted by Synod 
Tiv Area, Nigeria __ ..... ___ ... __ .......... ____ . ___ .. __ . __ .... __ .. . _.~.. 9,400.00 Basic 
India ............ ____ .. ______ ..... __ ... __ .... _ .. _ .... __ ......... _. ___ .. __ .. __ ._.... 8,600.00 Basic 

(Additional if Mr. Ramiah accepts indigenous 
church plan) .......................................................... 31000.00 Basic 

Indonesia ...................................................................... 8,600.00 Basic 

$42,413.00 
Bonus of $100 per worker (except office force) ...... 7,700.00 already paid 

$50,113.00 
D. Budget Requests for 1951. For the tabulation given on pages 

46 and 47 of the printed agenda, the following figures should be sub
stituted: 

Indian .................................................................. , ..... $269,512.00 
Sudan ......................................................................... 70,630.00 
Administration ........................................................ 181175.00 
General ...... ~ ............................ ;.................................. 13,100.00 

$371,417.00 
, Less estimated salaries ...... :_ .. _ ............ _.................. 50,000.00 

$9.03 per family (35,597 families) 
(approximately $9.00) 

Adding New Fields-

$321,417.00 

Tiv - Nigeria ,........................................................ 151400.00 
India .......................................................................... 14,400.00 
(Deduct $61000 if Bellary is not includ.ed) 
Indonesia .................................................................. 8,400.00 

$359,617.00 
$10.10 per family (35,597 families) 

(approximately $10.00) 

E. Auditor's Report. A complete copy of the auditor's report has 
been. provided for each officer of Synod and for each member of 
Synod's Budget Committee. Here is a summary of our receipts and 
expenditures for the ·year 1949 as given by our auditor, Mr. William 
P. Dreyer: 

YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1949 
RECEIPTS 

Missions in GeneraL ...................................................... $404,345.08 
Indian Missions in GeneraL ................... _........................ 12,936.02 
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Rehoboth Hospital _ .. ___ ... __ .................. __ . __ ....... ________ . ____ ._ 
.Rehoboth Mission __ .......... _. ____ .... _ ................. ____ ... ___ .... __ ... . 
Zuni Mission ......... __ ... __ .. __ .... __ ................ ___ ......... ___ . ____ .... _. 
Other Indian Missions ___ . ____ .... __ ....... __ ..... ___ ..... __ ...... _______ _ 
China Missions ... _______ . ___ .... ____ ... ____ .. ____ . ___ ............. _ .. _._ ..... . 
Sudan Missions .... _. ______ ._ ........ _ .. ___ .. __ . _____ . _____ .... _ ..... _ .... _._._ 

4,201.73 
15,911.16 

7,853.73 
29,039.03 
22,517.43 
32,0.55;73 

OPERATING .RECEIPTS .......................................... $528,859.91 
Other Receipts or Credits: 

])ecrease of itssets: 
Accounts Receivable __ .. _______ ... ____ ............ $ 972.90 
Inventories (Indian Missions) .............. 2,453.73 
Prepaid Expenses (Sudan) .................. 3,880.00 

Increase of Liabilities: 
Deposits 'for Aut<r Depreciation ........... . 
For Specific Purposes .................... __ ....... . 
Memorial Funds ..................................... . 
Annuity Funds ....................................... . 

Increase Reserve for Depreciation 

45.00 
75.21 

661.99 
2,192.56 

7,306.63 

2,974.76 

Fixed Assets .................................................................... 23,562.70 

TOTAL RECEIPTS ............................ , ......................... $562,704.00 

DISBURSEMENTS 
. Administrative Expenses .............................................. $ 

General Expenses ......................................................... . 
15,635.48 

8,531.52 

Sub-Totals ........................................................ $ 24,167.00 
Indian Missions: 

.In General .................................................................... $ 20,568.65 
Rehoboth Hospital ...................................................... 20,484.51 
Rehoboth Mission ...................................................... 64,692.34 
Zuni Mission ................................................................ 35,156.92 
Other Indian Missions................................................ 69,141.24 

Total Indian Missions .............................. $210,043.66 

China Missions .......................... ~ .................................... :$ 49,519.77 

Sudan Missions .............................................................. $ 43,081.43 

Totals ................................................................ $326,811.86 

Depreciation Allowances:-
On Buildings ................................................................ 14,871.32 
On Furniture and Equipment .................. ;;.............. 8,691.38 

OPERATING EXPENSES ........................................ $350,374.56 

Other Disbursements: 
Increase of Assets: 

Petty Cash Funds ........................................................ $ 
Loans to Missionaries ................................................. . 

1,100.00 
717.36 

175 
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U. S. Savings Bonds ... ___ . ___ . _______ . ________ .... ____ ... ; .......... . 
Investments for Annuity Funds .... ___ . ___ . __ ...... __ ... __ , ... . 
Buildings .... _ ........... __ ._ .. _._. ______ ... __ .. __ ~ ... _._ .... __ ... ____________ _ 
Furniture and Equipment ............................. __ .•......... 

Decrease of Liabilities: 
Accounts Payable ... _._._--_ .... _----_ .. _-_ ... _-_ .. _-_ ... _-_ ... _---_ .. . 
Depreciation Reserve . ___ .... __ . __ . __ ... _____ .... ____ .. _____ .. ___ ... . 

40,700.00 
13,909.73 
32,558.31 
18,461;43 

259.77 
1,398.37 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS ...................................... $459,479.53 

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES OF CHRISTIAN REFORMED 
BOARD OF MISSIONS 

At close of business on December 31, 1949 
ASSETS 

Current Funds 
Cash in Peoples National 

Bank (Check)ng) .......... " .......... $ 98,766.06 
Cash in Merchants Bank, 

Gallup (Checking) .................... 18,763.31 
Cash in Peoples National 

Bank (Savings) ........................ 13,835.07 $131,364.44 

1 Petty Cash Funds ........................... . 3,567.00 
2 Accounts Receivable ..... _ ............. __ . 
3 Loans to Missionaries ............. __ ...... . 
4 Stocks and Securities: ........ __ .... ______ . 
5 Inventories of Supplies .. _ ... . 

Restricted Funds (Authorized Projects) 
Checking Account in Old 

Kent, Bank .............. __ .... __ ............. . 
Savings Account in Peoples 

National Bank ........................... . 
Savings Account in Old 
Kent Bank ................................... . 

Checking Account in Merchants 
Bank, .Gallup ____________ .. ____________ .. __ 

6 U. S. Savings Bonds, in . 
Deposit Box ............ ____ ........... __ .... . 

Fix,ed Assets 
7 L~nd and Buildings ........................ $506,583.53 

884.26 
14,034.07 
21,347.50 
11,808.33 $183,005.60 

40,000.00 

35,291.66 

52,285.70 

215.80 

98,187.50 225,980.66 

8 Furniture and Equipment ....... __ ... 103,774.64 $610,358.17 

Less: Depreciation Allowances __ 211,173.22 399,184.95 

9 Memorial Funds Securities, 
U. S. Savings Bonds _________________ _ 14,000.00 

10 AmlUity Funds Securities and 
Cash in Savings Acct. _______________ _ 

11 Prepaid Expenses (1st Quota I 

13,909.73 

Sudan Remittances 1950), _________ _ 7,560.00 

TOTAL ASSETS ........................................................... $843,640.94 
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LIABILITIES 

Current 

12 Accounts Payable $ 1,783.95 
13 Receipts for Missions and 

Mission Workers ..... _ .......... ~ .. . 150.00 

2,640.00 4,523.95 
14 Deposits 'for Automobile 

Depreciation ............................... . 

15 Deferred' Receipts for 
Specific Purposes ..................... _. 14,328.50 

9 Memorial Funds, John M. Spa-
link, J l' •...... ____ .. _. __ ........ __ .............. _. 10,000.00 

Dr. Henry Beets .......... : .......... . 5,961.20 15,961.20 

10 Annuity Funds __ ............... __ . __ ......... . 14,350.00 
PRESENT WORTH, Ba!. 1/1/49 $615,991.94 

A. 1949 Operating Receipts .............. $528,859.91 

B. 1~49 Operating, Expenses ............ 350,374.56 178,485.34 794,477.29 

TOTAL LIABILITIES ................................................................ $843,640.94 

I certify that the above st~tement has been prepared from the books of 
Christian Reformed Board of Missions as of the 31st day of December, 
1949, and is in agreement therewith and correct"; further, in my opInion, 
the financial condition of said Board is properly set forth ·therein on, the 
date mentioned. 

May 12, 1950. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 

"\v ILLIA~I P. DREYER, 

Certified Public Accountant. 

CASH STATEMENT 

Jan. 1, 1949 Balances in Banks, brought forward .................... $155,933.13 
Dec. 31, 1949 Receipts for 1949 ....•................................................. 56~,704,00 

Total Debits .............................................................. $718,637.13 

Credits: 
Dec. 31, 1949 Disbursements for 1949 ........................................... : 459,479.53 

Dec. 31, 1949 Balance required to be on hand ........................... $259.157.60 
\Vhich is accounted for as follows: 

Cash on deposit in: 
Peoples National Bank, (Checking Account) : ....... $ 98,766.06 
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Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Old Kent Bank, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Merchants Bank, 
Gallup, N. M. 

ACTS OF SYNOD, 1950 

(Savings Account) 
(Savings Account) 

13,835.07 
35,291.66 

(Checking Account) ........ 40,000.00 
(Savings Account) ...... __ .. 52,285.70 

(Checking Account) 
(Checking Account) 

18,763.31 
215.80 

Dec. 31, 1949 Total amount ,on deposit in banks .... __ ............ _____ .. $259,157.60 

I certify that the above statement has been prepared from the books of 
the Christian Reformed Board of Missions, !is of December 31, 1949, and 
is in agreement therewith and correct. 

May 12, 1950. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 

WILLIAM P. DREYER, 

Certified Public Accountant. 

F. State of the Church OIL our Various Fields 

1. On the Indian Field. Since we last reported on the state of the 
Indian church (see Acts 1948, pp. 264-265), the Crown Point-San 
Antone congregation has been disbanded imd the believers there placed 
on the Believers Roll. The Tohatchi Church is in the process of being 
disbanded, but it is still listed as a congregation in the 1950 Yearbook. 
This leaves one ,organized congregation on the Indian field, Rehoboth, 
organized in 1899. It now has 50 families, 150 communicant mem
bers, 200 total members, and 7 consistory members. In support, gov
ernment, and activity the Rehoboth congregation is predominantly 
white; of the 81 communicant members listed in the tabulation below, 
58 are white and 23 are Indians; of the 50 non-communicant mem
bers, 34 are white and 16 are Indians. 

Here follows a summary of reports on Believers Rolls at onr Indian 
field stations: 
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SUMMARY OF REPORTS ON BELIEVERS ROLLS 

Indian Field 

How Many How many non-con-
Station No. ton Roll No. added dur- Removed from Total at .nd How many attend Took fessing members are 

end of 1948 ing 1949 Roll 1949 of 1949 services regularly Communion receiving regalar 
at least once instruction 

Adults Chiwren Adults Children Adults Children Adults Children Adults Children Adults Adults Children 

Carissa included in Shiprock 
Crown Point ...... 245 13 11 2 0 0 254 15 74 10 53 0 9 

Farm~ngton 45 12 13 2 0 0 58 14 4 0 5 0 0 
Ul 

Gallup 20 21 ? 12 11 8 0 11 c: 
"' Nahaschitty included in Tohatchi "' ~ 

Rehoboth, 170 50 0 22 0 151 50 72 40 75 0 37 '" 7 I!: 
including Zuni (or96) (or 17) (or 81) '" Z 
Rehoboth Field Pastor: >-l 

Bethlehem 
~ 

N 
Chapel 19 24 3 4 0 1 21 25 12 18 10 5 6 " -- .. -_ .. _. 

San Antone" included in Crown Point 
Shiprock 75 13 1 1 0 0 76 14 20 9 6 4 0 

Toadlena 52 41 1 4 0 0 53 45 17 18 16 0 16 

Tohatchi 62 137 2 2 0 0 64 139 37 ? 33 4 0 

Two Wells ._ .... _. 12 19 0 0 0 0 12 19 6 10 4 0 0 
, plus plus 

3 3 

Zuni -_'_-_' __ '", .. --._.- 7 9 0 1 0 0 7 10 4 10 6 2 5 
~ 

" '" 
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This explanation must be given of the double set of figures in three 
of the columns on Rehoboth: The total number on the roll at end of 
1948 was 170, but of this number 74 are on a suspended, or inactive, 
list, leaving 96 on the active list. The SO children listed as on the roll 

. at end' of 1948 are exclusive of those on the suspended or inactive 
list. During 1949, 17 communicant me\nbers and 4 from the suspended 
or inactive list were, transferred to other churches or believers rolls. 
The total at the end of 1949 was 151, of whom 70 are on the suspended 
or 'inactive list. 

Of the 15 adults on the Roll at Two 'Wells, 12 are confessing mem
bers and 3 are now adults who had been baptized as children. 

Correspondence with missionarie's has shed considerable light on 
reasons for the great discrepaI?-cy' between members 011 the roll and 
the numbers of those who attend services regularly and haye attended 
communion at least once during the year. This correspondence is 
available for Synod if your honorable body desires to go more deeply 
into the question of the l1ath~e church ori ottr Indian field. 

2, At the time of writing this report no figures were available on 
our church in China. Rev. A. 'H. Smit, ""vho has just returned from 
China, may be able to supply Synod with this information. 

3. Sudan Field. In Nigeria we have one congregation organized 
in 1930- and later recognized by our own Synod. This congregation 
has one ordained pastor, the Rev. Istifanus Audu, and a completely 
native consistory. One of the white missionaries s~rves as adviser to 
this consistory. The congregation now meets in 26 different places, 
but comes together foui times a year for communion and once a year 
for a three day Bible conference. This congregation supports its own 

. pastor and school teachers and erects its own church buildings and 
school buildings. Its present membership is 134 men and 104 women. 
or a total of 238 adults. During 1949, 6 children were baptized, bring
ing the total of infant baptisms since the station was opened to 79. 
During the year 12 men and 14 women were baptized as adnlts, or 

'. a total of 26 for the year; this brings the total of adult baptisms since 
the station was opened to 267., With few exceptions, the church mem
bers attend services regularfv and partake of communion regularly.· . 

• • 
SECTION FIVE 

i; China Field 

I, A. The China Situation. Rev. A. H. Smit, our last missionary to 
leave China, arrived in Grand Rapids June 10. He is prepared to re
port directly to Synod on the present China situation. In accordance 
with well established precedent, we ask that he be given the courtesy 
of the floor when China matters are itnder consideration. 
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D. The Christian Reformed Board of Missions has auth()rized its 
finance committee to make settlemel1ts with our China ll1issioll<;tries 
for property losses sustained in connection with the Japanese war and' 
Communist conquest. 

SECTION SIX 
Sudan Field 

B. Personnel Changes.· Miss Jennie Stielstra has returned to the 
United States on regular furlough. Rev. Harry R. Boer has concluded 
his term of service as a missionary to Nigeria and is ready to enter 
upon the new phase of his missionary service as 'Professor of Missions 
at,Calvin Seminary. In acc~rdance with precedent w~ request that-- Mis
sionary Boer be given t~le privileges of the floor when- Nigerian Mis
sions are under consideration. 

c. Urgent Needs. 'The executive committee has endorsed the urgent 
request of our Nigerian Conference for a nurse fcir Baissa alid an 
office worker for Lupwe. 

E. Proposal for 1\IIissiOIW?'Y Erpansion in Nigeria. From Rev. 
Attie J. Brink, Chairman of the Dutch Reformed Church Mission at 
Ivlkar, Northern Nigeria, we have received a letter. containing the 
following quotation fr0111 a letter from the home board of the N eder
duitse Gereformeerde Kerken of South Africa: 

"The 'Algemene Sinodale Komniissie' met on May the 10th and de
cided that the Region East of the Katsina river be handed over to the 
Christian Refdrmed church under condition that: -

ill. The Native Christian Church be consulted in this matter. 
"2. That handing over be done gradually. 
il3. That unity of the Christian Church in the Tiv tribe be retained 

as much as possible." 
Rev. H. R. Boer will be able to present further 'information on the 

Tiv proposal. 

F. AnS'"dler to Nigerian Protes,t on ((Dual l11issiort Budget." 
In answer to the protest of the Sudan lVIission of the Christian 

Reformed Church to the "dual budget" approved by the Synod of 
1949, the Christian Reformed Board of Missions hereby submits for 
your consideration first a statement of the background of the new 
budget plan, and secondly, an answer to the specific statements of the 
Nigerian protest. 

1. The Background of the New Budget Plan. 
A. It is well to keep two things clearly in mind: 1. The method 

of arriving at the total budget needs; and 2. How funds were raised 
to meet these neeels. 
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1. First then, how. arrive at the total budget? 
Each field makes up' what it thinks are the necessary expenditures 

for its field. This usually includes all expenses as well as new build
ings and eqnipment. After these figures are presented, the board scru
tinizes these figures and corrects where necessary and then presents 
them to Synod for approval. Until Jannary 1, 1950, all expenditures 
were included in one bndget. Good accounting demands that different 

- acconnts be kept to .show Expense in distinction from Capital Expen
ditures (new homes, new cars, etc.). Thus our books do show, and 
have for years shown, this distinction. In the new budget set-up this 
accounting procedure is carried through, namely, placing Expense and 
Capital Expenditures in separate bndgets which for want of better 
terms are called "Basic" and ('Special Gifts." This, however, is not 
the reason for the new set-up, but is merely to show how it works out. 
Note this please: The budget is only as/'ing Synod for permission t" 
spend the Church's funds for certain items. 

2. Second is the matter of securing funds for the above mentioned 
budget makings. HO\v are these funds received and from whom? 

a. Classical Quotas - this is the backbone of our mission funds. 
b. Supporting churches for missionaries' salaries. 
c. Moneys received from the fields and the sale of. books, etc. 
d. Miscellaneous gifts for the general fund. 
e. Gifts specified for certain fielCls. 
f. Gifts designated for certain items on the field. 

B. Now it is perfectly obvious'that the first five sources mentioned 
above must be reckoned with in order to arrive at the final quota which 
Synod is to set per family. }n short, from the total budget askings 
must be deducted (1) salary support, (2) operating receipts, and (3) 
an estimate of extra gifts expected. The resulting balance was then 
divided by the number of families to arrive at the quota. This method 
was used undel- _t~e "single budget" system. 

C. It must be -remembered that the method of securing funds has 
not changed. AU six classifications above are used and shown clearly 
on our books. Also our records show a separate division in accounts 
for expense (basic) and capital expenditures (special gifts). 

D. BUT - and here is the fundamental difference between the 
old and new set-up-

1. The quotas, salaries from supporting churches, and certain oper
ating receipts must now be sufficient to care for all expense (basic). 
There may always be a slight difference of opinion as to what consti-

! tutes basic expense, but the above three receipts classifications should 
1- care for the basic expense,s. 

I 

~. 
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2. Miscellaneous gifts, specified and designated gifts must take 
care of all new equipment, buildings, etc., which have been approved 
by Synod. Of course, the board also has the right to accept or reject 
a gift for a piece of equipment (such as an automobile or-piano, etc.) 
which 'it found useful and cannot be taken at the time to Synod for 
approval. 

E. \'Vhat are a few of the practical aspects of the so-called divided 
or split budget? 

1. It should be clear that the board can buy new equipment or ex
pand only IF THOSE EXTRA GIFTS ARE RECEIVED. If no . 
gifts are received for a purpose, that purpose cannot be realized. Thus, 
there are two things to be noted here - Synod must first approve of 
the project and then the donor (whether church, group, or individual) 
has something to say about the project by either giving or refraining 
from giving. 

2. There is no fundamental change from the old to the new set-up. 
All that has happened is to give the donor a more decidedly participat
ing interest in certain mission projects. 

F. Why. was the change made? (1) There' were complaints from 
the clouors that their gifts were not used for the fields or projects indi
catecl.(2) Missionaries also coniplained that they did not receive the 
extra gifts for their fields. 

Both the donor' and the missionary failed to realized that -upwards 
of $60,000 was necessary in extra gifts to take care of the budget as 
approved by Synod. A few. donors did not want their gift to be used 
to make up the $60,000 and (note this) the missionary also wanted the 
extra gift to be considered ovcr and ,above the amount needed to take 
care of his budget. Both the donor and the missionary wanted some
thing to say about that extra gift. Both were not aware of the fact 
that those extra gifts, were considered in arriving at the net quota. 
Gifts for specified items not in the budget do not enter this picture. A 
jeep could be given under the olel set-up and can be given today, with· 
board approval, of course. 

SO - in order to satisfy both the donor and the missionary all extra 
gifts now received, whether for miscellaneous, for certain fields, or 
certain designated projects, go into a separate fund. This automati
cally puts a limit on all expansion of any nature and allbws the donor 
a sense of certainty that his gift goes for the purp~se it was iritended. 

This is nothing more than a clear-cut and sane method of givin,q 
the donor a lively participati1Zg interest in mission projects. This had 
nothing to do with being Reformed or un-Reformed, nor is it a subtle 
method of obtai.ning more funds. If the Lord grants more funds 

. throu.qh this method, to His name be all the praise. 
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In thi's connection it is well to keep in niind that there are always 
the possibilities of calamities ill the form of windstorms, fires, and 
such losses as were sustained by our China missionaries. These could 
possibly come from the "Special Gifts" fund. 

G. Hei'e is, the main fault of the old system. 
A gift received for a certain field but not for a certain project 

(home, auto, or new piece of equipment) \~as put into the 'general 
fund to care for the total budget of that field. This caused the donor 
(whether individual, group, or congregation) to feel tbat this gift 
,vent into "one big pot" and ,that it never reached. the field. A careful 
record was kept of such a gift, but the fact remained (please note 
carefully) that if one field received more than the extra gifts needed 
to fill the Qudget requests for that field, this automatically released 
some of the funds secured by quotas for the other fields. This gave 
the donor a sense of frustration in giving for a, certain field. Under 
the new' set-up, this £ault is overcome. 

H. Practical 'Implications. 
1. If a missionary is talking to a group about his work (not drum

ming up funds), certain' individuals or even congregations might ask 
him if there are any special needs on his field. He can then mention 
anything that is really needed and if approved by the board or Synod, 

--the dOl1Qr as well as the missionary can be certain that this gift will 
go for that express purpose. Such items are now over and, above the 
libasic budget." It is said that this will cause 'OUr missionaries to be
cOI11:e beggars fOI:' funds. This is not true! The vwrk carries its own 
appeal. 

2. Frequently, friends of missions will call the mission, office and 
ask for a list of necessal~y expansion projects 01~ special needs. Such 
an approved list is always handy at, the office and the donor is sure that 
his gift goes for the project he wishes. 

3. NOVI (not before), should a sm"plus amount come in for a 
certain 'field ,vithout specifying a certain project, this amount will be 
held for this particular field and can be used for any contingency or 
unexpected major need on that field. 

1. SUl111nary. 
I. The divided budget and the securing of funds for payment of 

this divided budget is for the purpose of satisfying both dono': (or 
donors) and lnissiona1'Y. 

2. It sets up a means by \vhich the board can ascertain trends in 
the desires of our people for certain fields. 

3. It sets up a sort of control by 'our Church on'its expansion pro
gram. 
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4. Receipts from quotas, from supporting churches for salaries, 
and from operating receipts, must take care of all running expenses, 

II. Our Answer to the S pec·ific Statements of the Nigerian Protest. 
Following the order of the numbered paragraphs of the Nigerian 

request, the Christian Reformed. Board of :Missions takes the position 
, that the new budget set-up A is sound in theory, B recognizes the re

sponsibility of the whole church for the whole missionary program, C 
is fair to the missionaries, D is consistent with the Reformed principle 
that missions is the task of the church, and E stimulates interest in the 
various fields by encouraging donors. 

A. In contrast with the first paragraph of the Nigerian Conference 
statement we submit that the new budg~t set-up is sound in theory. 
The distinction between "basic needs" and "special budget" does not 
mean to make' a distinction between that which is essential and that 
which is non-essential, nor between that which is valuable and. that 
which is unnecessary. It does mean to emphasize that there are some 
expenditures which are inevitable and some which can be made only 
when gifts come in freely. For example, when a new missionary is 
sent out, it is not always inevitable that a new house be built for him; 
if he is a replacement he can go into the house occupied by the mis
sionary he replaces. Or it may be possibl'e to rent a house' for him 
temporarily. But the missionary's salary and outfit allowa,,\ce and 
steamer ticket and \vorking budget and some sort of arrangement for 
housing are absolute essentials. Proper maintenance of existing build~ 
ings is also a'n essential. If funds for s~lch items are not available 
new missionaries cannot be sent .out. It will be necessary for us to 
have a working balance ,in our special gifts budget as' well as in our 
basic bUdget. The special gifts budget will prove to be very conven
ient when we face questions -such as whether we can make major im

. provements in residences, schools, hospital and clinic buildings. 

B. The new budget recognizes the, responsibility of the whole 
church for the whole missionary program. \Vhether the church raises 
its funds through a quota or whether it raises these funds by special 
gifts, they remain denominational funds and are both controlled by 
Synod. The Nigerian Conference makes an unwarranted assumption 
when it takes the position that Synod will not be responsible for the 
work done by funels from the special gifts budget. 

There is validity to the ,assertion of Nigerian Conference that "the 
homes of the missionaries, a much needed school building, and capi
tal equipment needs at the mission stations are indeed BASIC 
NEEDS" but it does not follow from that valid assertion that all these 
needs have to be financed from that part of OUr budget which was 
designated "Basic Budget." By definition one part of the budget is 
given a certain name "Basic" and the other part is given the name 
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"Special Gifts Budget," but both represent basic needs in the ordinary, 
non:-technical meaning of the word. _ There may be times that items 
in the "Special Gifts Budget" are of greater immediate urgency than 
items in the "Basic Budget"; in such a case the executive committee 
can draw on the contingency ,portion of the "Special Gifts Budget" 
fund to meet such. an urgent need. 

,If, instead of naming the hvo parts of our budget "Basic" and 
"Special Gifts Budget," we had given them neutral names like "Budget 

. Schedule A" and "Budget Schedule B," the danger of a misinterpre
tation of our new plan would have been considerably less, The word 
"Basic" as a technical term (and therefore necessarily spelled with, a 
capital letter) and "basic" as an ordinary word in a sentence do not 
necessarily mean the same thing. That may have caused some of the 
confusion in the minds of our critics, although a careful reading of 

~ our entire presentation should have guarded them against_ such con
fusion. No one would have been confused on that issue if he had not 

. started from the erroneous supposition that Synod controlled only the 
money raised by quotas and not the money received as- special gifts. 

C. The new budget set-up is fair to the missionaries. The Niger
ian Conference has completely misunderstood the statement in the de
cision of Synod: "Missionaries making propaganda for their fields 
can be duly rewarded." This does not mean that missionaries on fur
lough will have to put forth a major effort to solicit money. Funds 
for special gifts have always come in rather freely; during recent 
years they have averaged $60,000 a year. Some of that has been due 
to the inspiring reports missionaries were abl~ to bring of the work 
on their fields, Our people give to the fields in which they are inter
ested most. It brings great satisfaction to the missionary to see the 
field in which he works well supported by our people, That is a por
tion of his reward. Fundamentally in this respect the new set-up 
does not differ from the old, Under the old set-up they could mention 
financial needs or refrain from mentioning them; under the new set
up also they may mention financial -needs or they may refrain from 
mentioning them. 

D. The new budget set-up is consistent with the Reformed prin
ciple that missions is the task of the church, Of course, it would be 
un-Reformed if a policy were adopted which made part of the work 
the responsibility of the church and left part of the work as the re
sponsibility of individuals. But the new plan does no such thing. The 
Nigerian Conference sets up a shawman and then attacks it. All of 
the work remains the responsibility of the church. There is _ only a 
distinction in ways of securing and allocating funds. 

E, The new budget set-up gives us an opportunity to satisfy the 
desires of donors who wish to give for specific projects. One of .the 



SUPPLEMENT 12a 187 

reasons which Synod itself gave for setting up the two-fold budget 
program e see page 58 of Acts of Synod 1949) is: "Interest in the 
various fields will be' stimulated." Some donors who make a special 
gift are content to have that gift used to finance the routine program 
of the. church and are content to have their money simply added to 
the quotas to pay for the program already adopted. Most donors, 
however, prefer to have their special gifts make possible a piece of 
work that otherwise would not be done. This problem has a long his
tory. Up to a few years ago the board had a regulation that gifts sent 
to missionaries for their work had to be deducted from that mission
ary's budget. That meant that ifa missionary had a working budget 
of $1,000 and somebody sent in a gift of $100, the board felt respon
sible for only providing $900 towards his working' budget. In 1947 
that was changed eCI. ECM 3075). Missionaries were notified 
through our minutes and by a special letter, and the general public 
was notified through an article in The Banner, that special gifts for 
projects beyond the usual program could be accepted by the board 
and by the missionaries provided the board approved of such projects. 
The board in approving such projects was, of course, limited by the 
general program adopted by Synod, but in that program as adopted 
by Synod there was always a certain amount of flexibility leaving 
room for additional emphasis on details of Synod's program. There
fore, since 1947 we had. a set-up which stimulated interest in the vari
ous fields, and donors could know that their wishes were being respect~ 
ed as far as the use of their money was concerned. 

Yet it could still happen that, indirectly and unintentionally, the 
good intentions of the donors were frustrated. It must be remem~ 
bered that under the old set-up quota money went into the general 
fund. Even though there was a theoretical break-down of the quotas 
into a certain percentage for each "field, the actual result was that the 
entire quota went into the" general fund and each field drew from that 
fund. But now- it is -necessary to remember that not all the expenses 
were met from the quota. VVe also had salaries paid by calling 
churches. These were applied, of course, to the particular field for 
which the church called. In addition to this there were expected spe
cial gifts. We needed these expected special gifts to round out our 
total budget, for after the total budget was drawn up, we deducted 
the amount expected from special gifs, also deducted the amount ex~ 
pected from salaries, and then asked for the remained to be rai$ed by 
the quota system. 

But now it must be recalled that among these special gifts were 
some that were designated, and there were some that were ttndesig
nated. Those that were designated naturally went into the fund for 
the particular field for which they were designated or for the particu
Jar project for which they were designated. Those that we ""desig-



188 ACTS OF SYNOD, 1950 

natecf went into .the general fund. That policy was aimed at playing 
fair with the donors and letting their money be used for exactly the 
purpose for Vlrhich they gave it. 

Yet ul)inientionally the old system sometimes permitted a fr~stra
tion of the intent of (he dOllar. That came about in this way.· If 
heavy special gifts came in for field A, it is plain that field A did not 
have to draw heavily from the general fund for its support. That 
left a greater proportion of the quota fund available for field Band 
field C. Thus if there were calls for extra funds on field B and field 
C, but not enough came 'in the "vay of specal gifts to meet those re
quests, the requests could still be met because the general fund was 
in excellent shape, thanks to the many special gifts that supplied the 
needs of field A. Thus in actual practice fields Band C, for which 
fewer special gifts were received, could actually. benefit from the many 
special gifts that were received for field A. 

The new plan aims to correct -this situation. All extras and all new 
buildings should come from ,special gifts. The church sets the pro
gram of missionary advance and approves a variety of .projects aimed 
to carry out that program. The individual. donor or donating organi
zation can make his or its choice among these various projects. Thus 
the special gifts donated to a specific field or to a specific project can
not be siphoned off to another field or project. This gives a larger 
measure of security to' donors that their funds are used in exactly the 
way they; intended they should be used. 

SECTION SEVEN 
Expansion Opportunities 

B. Bella,ry a.nd iV[ysore fields in India. 
After the Christian Reformed Board of :Missions at its annual 

meetin'g made its decision regarding the field offcn~d to us by )\111'. 
Arthur V. Ramiah in India, considerable correspondence was carried 
on with 1\11'. Ramiah regarding further details. Several significant 
requests came to us in Mr. Ramiabs letter of April 12th. This letter 
waS fully considered by the executive committee, but not all of his 
desires could be'met. Vle are passing on to Synod for its information 
Mr. Ramiah's letter of April 12, and his request that it be read in 
full at Synod. 

After consideration of Mr. Ramiah's requests, the executive com
,mittee voted to transmit to Synod the following decision: 

"We recommend that observing the stipulation of EM 4629, II, 4, 
(Before reaching finality on a field or fields in India, a small token 
force of tv,ro ordained men should be appointed to work on the field 
for a two or three year period i at the end 6f that period a well docu
mented report shall be sent to the board and Synod for final action. 
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See p. 56 of printed agenda} we agree to Mr. Ra111iah's proposal re
garding the employment -of Pastor Stephen Raleigh in the Mysore 
field, with the added stipulation that Pastor Raleigh is not to serve 
8,5 the pastor of a local group, but is to sen;e as an assistant to' tl1c 
missionary to be pl<lced in charge of the 1vfysore field. Grounds: 

"1. This is in line with 1\1r. Ramiah's own suggestion. 
"2. It is strictly in accordance ,vith the indigenous 'church plan 

that each missionary have an, assistant or two supported. by mission 
fnnds. 

113. Mr. Ramiah states that \vith the Raleighs on the field the in-
trnduction of a self-support policy is just possible." . 

Regarding "3. Financial r mplications of the above Recommenda
tion" please note that the figures given on page 57 'are the figures with, 
which the board was confronted if the work should be opened at the 
beginning of a full year. In case the work should be begun in the 
middle of 1950, the distribution between the 1950 budget and the 1951 
budget is found in summary on pages 46 and 47 of the printed agenda, 
and in full in the mimeographed copies of bndgetrequests which are 
in the hands of the officers 9f Synod and of members of Synod's 
Budget Committee. 

C. Indonesia. At the request of the Zendings Deputaten of the 
Gereformeerde Kerken of the Netherlands, Prof. J. H. Bavinck came . 
to Grand Rapids to confer with the execntive committee and Synod 
on the proposal of the Gereformeerde Kerken that our Church enter 
the Indonesia mission field. The executive committee calls the atten
tion of Synod to the following: 

A. During a discussion of Synodical Agenda 1950, pp. 57-59, at
tention \\tas called to a possible misunderstanding; for the expression 
"under the direction of the Zendings Deputaten of the Gereformeerde 
Kerken" it was voted to substitute- "in cooperation with the Zendings 
Deputaten of the Gereformeerde Kerken." It was further voted to 
pass all for Synod's consideration the following suggestions of Prof. 
Bavinck regarding the "immediate objeotive" of our Report (cf. 
Agenda 1950, p. 58) : 

1: It is not only desirable, but imperative that, under the present 
,circumstances in Indonesia, the time of preparation be spent at Baarn, 
Netherlands. 

2. Preference should be given to mission \vork in Java rather than 
:1!Iakassar. 

B. V\T.ith regard to a possible long-term program, the following sug
g-estions of Prof. Bavinck \vere also referred- to Synod for considera-' 
tion, (and the executive c011!mittee voted to delete the word "North
ern" from the printed agenda, p. 59, 2, c) : 
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a. With regard to possibility a: since mission work in Makassar is 
not only en40rsed by the Gereformeerde Kerken, but happens 
to be done in cooperation with other chnrches (Protestantsche 
Kerken in Indonesia and Hervormde Zending), this possibility 
would imply that the Christian Reformed Church would have 
to face the various problems which necessarily result from this 
situation. 

b. With regard to possibility b: for a long-term program this pos
sibility seems not to be advisable. 

c. With regard to possibility c: since the Javanese churches of 
Northern and Southern Central Java came to a union and the 
home mission work in that part of Java is done by the Gerefor
meerde Kerken in intimate cooperation with the Javanese 
churches, it is no longer appropriate to make' a distinction be
tween Northern and Southern Central Java. Second remark 
concerning possibility c: Among Generale Deputaten in the 
Netherlands the conviction is vivid, that this possibility is the 
most suitable for a long-term program. It would make it pos
sible for the Christian Reformed Church to function autonom
ously in her part of the mission field, although as a matter of 
course this should be done in dose relationship with the Java
nese church of that field. 

d. With regard to possibility d: this possibility does not seem to 
be very attractive, since it is not sufficiently based· upon the 
principle of the authority of the Christian Reformed Church to 
regulate her own work according to her own understanding of 
her missionary task. . 

C. It was further decided to pass on for the consideration of Synod 
the following suggestion 'of Prof. Bavinck: "Since medical work con
stituted a, considerable part of the mission work of the Gereformeerde 
Kerken in the Netherlands, it would be highly appreciated by those 
churches if the Christian Reformed Church would be willing to take 
over a part of this responsibility. Before the war on our mission 
field in Java there were nine base hospitals and twelve small hospitals. 
It would be a great help to us if during the first telltative period the 
Christian Reformed Church would give an annual contribution for the 
renewal and maintenance of the medical work. If in the future the 
Christian Reformed Church would take over responsibility of a well 
developed piece of mission work in Java or elsewhere, this would 
certainly involve that she would have to take care of the medical work 
in that region also. It would be of great advantage if already in the 
·firstperiod there would be a kind of preparation for that coming task." 

D. Japan. In compliance with the request of the board Rev. A. 
H., Smit visited Japan and conferred with ministers of the Reformed 
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Church of Japan. His report was received such a short time before 
the latest meeting of the executive committee that there was no time 
to give it due consideration, therefore, the 'executive committee, passes 
the entire report on to Syno~ for direct action. 

E. Korea. In compliance with the request of the executive com
mittee, Rev. A. H. Smit visited the Pusan Theological Seminary in 
Korea. His report was received such a short time: before the latest 
meeting of the executive committee that there' was no time to give it 
due consideration, thereJore, the executive committee passes it on to 
Synod for direct action. ' 

SECTION EIGHT 
Revised Summary of Recommendations 

IS. Recognition of rep"esentative from China (FIVE, A). 
16. Recognition of representative from Nigeria (SIX, B). 
17. Request re Mr. Ramiah's letter April 12 (SEVEN, B). 
18. Consideration of Report on Japan (SEVEN, D). 
19. Consideration of Report on Korea (SEVEN, E). 

May the guidance of the Spirit of God be evident in all your de
liverations. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CHRISTIAN REFORMED BOARD 

OF MISSIONS 
JOHN C. DE KORNE, Secretary 
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SUPPLEMEN'l' NO. 13 
(Arts. 86, 99, 121, 157) 

GENERAL COMMITTEE FOR HOME ,MISSIONS 

To the Synod of 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

HEREWITH we submit our annual report to Synod. Again it af
fords us joy to relate that the Lord has prospered our Kingdom 

• endeavors in the field of Home Missions. Induding the Missionary-
- at-Large and the' Secretary of Home Missions OUf present staff com

prizes twenty-four ministers of ~he gospel. Considering the large 
,number of OUf youth preparing for the millistry ours is the prayer and 
the objective that the Home Missions staff may be greatl}' augmented. 

As to details we present the following: 

PART I 
PERSONNEL AND ORGANIZATION 

CLASSIS MEMBERS ALTERNATES 
California ........... ___ . ___ . __ ........... Rev. L. Bouma ___ .... __________ ... _____ Rey. F. De Jong 
Chicago North ..... ___ .... ' ________ .... _.Rev. ,H. Baker __ ....... ,. ____ . _____ .. _______ . ___ Rev. ,·W. Kok 
Chicago South .......................... Dr. M. Van Dyke ............ Rev. B. Van Someren 
Grand Rapids East .................. Rev. E. F. Vissel' .................. Dl'. P. Y. De Jong 
Grand Rapids South ............. ___ .. Rev. R. Veenstra ........................ Rev. C. Holtrop 
Grand Rapids West.. ........... : .. Rev. T. Van Eerden .................. Rev.' F. L. Netz 
Hackensack .............................. Rev. H. Dekker ....................................................... . 
Holland ...................................... Rev. C~ \Vitt ... : ............................ Rev. L. Voskuil 
Hudson ................................... Rev. O. Holtrop .................. ' ............ Rev. E. Boeve 
Kalamazoo ...................... ' .......... Rev. L. Van Laar .................... Rev. O. De Groot 
Minnesota .................................. Rev. R. A. Rozeboonl............ . ....................... , ..... . 
Muskegon ................................ Rev. R. Rienstra ...................... Rev. N. De Vl~ies 
Orange City .............................. Rev. J. Hollebeek. ................................................. .. 
Ostfriesland ............................. ..Rev. \V. H. Ackel'man ............ Rev. I. lVIeuzelaal' 
Pacific ...................................... Rev. J. R. Van Dyke ... ' ............. Rev. R. Wildschut 
Pella .......................................... Rev. J. A. Mulder............... . ............................... . 
Sioux Center ............................ Rev. J. Van Beek. ................................................ .. 
\Visconsin ................................ Rev. C. M. Schoolland ................ Rev. E. Joling 
Zeeland ...................................... Rev. M. Bolt ............................. Rev. B. Pekeldel' 

,MEMBER8-AT-LARGE ALTERNATES 

Mr. B. H. Brouwer .................. lYh. F. Oldemuldel's ......... . 
Mr. '"'Y. Hofstra ........................ Ml'. B.. Smit ....................... .. 
Mr. T. Hoeksema .................... Rev. T. Vel' Hulst .............. .. 

TERl\IS 

........ 1949-1952 
. ......... 1947-1950 
.. ........ 1948-1951 

B. The term of iYIr. 'V. Hofstra expires at this time. Hence a 
mernber-at-Iarge and his alternate must be elected for the term 1950-
1953. 

C. The Rev. J. Bult, who faithfully served as member of the Ex
ecutive ComIT,littee over' a period of years, having accepted a call to 
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Munster, Indiana, \vas succeeded by his alternate, the Rev. R. Veen
stra. 

The ,Executive, Committee now comprizes the following members': 
the Reverends M. Bolt, R. Rienstra, R. Veenstra, E. Visser, T. Van 
Eerden, C. Witt, and the Messrs. B. H. Brouwer, W. Hofstra, and T. 
Hoeksema, with the Secretary', the Rev. H. Blystra, as member 'ex
officio. 

The Reverends M. Bolt, C. Witt, and VV. Hofstra served respec
tively as President, Vice-President, and Treasurer. 

The sub-committee for 'Church Extension com prized the brethren: 
C. Witt, E. Visser, R. Veenstra, and H. Blystra. 

The sub-committee having charge of the Fund for Needy Churches 
comprized the brethren: M. Bolt, R. Rienstra, T. Van Eerden, and 
H. Elystra. 

The sab-committee for· finances comprized the brethren: B. Brouwer, 
W. Hofstra, T. Hoeksema, and H. Blystra. 

Moreover our Missionary-at-Large, the Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft, 
serves as advisory metnber on the committees mentioned. 

D. The General Committee for Home Missions convened for its 
annual meeting on February 8, 9, and 10 of the current year. At that 
time the following officers were elected:: 

President ... ___ ...... __ ........ __ ........................ Rev. M. Bolt 
Vice-President ................ , ..................... Rev. C. Witt 
Treasurer .......................................... Mr. W. Hofstra 

The facilities of the Bates Street Christian Reformed Church were 
again placed at our disposal free of charge, both for our monthly and 
annual me~tings. For the enjoyment of this. privilege our thanks was 
conveyed to the Consistory of our Bates Street Church by the pastor, 
the Rev. E. Visser. 

PART II 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Your Committee for Home Missions. has endeavored faithfullv to' 

carry out the mandate of Synod. It has been a busy year, both fOl: the 
Committee and the mission staff. OUf labors have not. been in vain. 
Some fields had hecome sufficiently strong to enter the category of 
calling churches. New fields were opened. 

The Fund ·for Needy Churches was administered in accordance with 
the rules of Synod pertaining thereto. 

A factual account is presented subsequently. 
The continued and growing interest in the evangelization field -is 

gratifying. The present year has been set apart' by American Protes
tantism as the year in which an all-out attempt will be made to evan
gelize the nation. This is indicative that the need of spiritual help is 
realized generally. 
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We must make our contribution this year and in succeeding years 
to bring the nation to Christ. Countless are the homes that arc Christ
less. To the millions in our land the words of the apostle apply: "Sepa
rate from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers from the covenants of the promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world." 

Hence we again plead for the progressive in~uguration of our 
"United Home Missionary Service Program." "Every member a mis
sionary" who_knows personally the Christ able to save 'unto the utte~
most. The opportunity is great. The need is urgent. The hour is latc. 
The available power of the Spirit is infinite. 

The Dispersed and Non-Resident members of our church were 
sought out wherever possible. 

The Canadian field again demanded much effort. The number of 
new arrivals was not as large as first expected. Even so the work is 
and remains a great challenge. The membership of our church here 
too shows a vital concern and a -gratifying determination to carty on. 

PART III 
CHURCH EXTENSION (USA, as of March 1, 1950) 

A. The Church Extension work of our Christian Reformed Church 
as carried on within the confines of the United States is territorially 
extensive and locally in~ensive. Across the continent, from Washing
ton, D.C., to Los Angeles, Calif., we have opened up Home Mission 
Stations and organized chuTches in nearly all the districts in which 
our people have settled and our churches are located. We are still on 
the march, alert to occupy new fields that challenge our continuing 
advance as witness and Banner-bearers of our Lord. 

The urgent call to man the rapidly expanding Canadian field has 
made us cautious not to open and to occupy new fields into which a 
small number of three or four of our families have moved and arc 
requesting their mother church to follow them into their ecclesiastical 
dispersion and to regather them into its own fold. The migratory 
trend of our times, greatly accelerated by the war, is also affecting 
our people, especially in the movement from East to West, and from 
the rural and town districts to the urban and suburban centers of 
population and industry. These are factors that the Church must take 
into account in its overall planning and strategy in the field of Church 
Extension. 

Locally, at the operational base, the real, intensive work is done. 
We must build and consolidate the work that was begun, ever mind
ful that we are co-workers with God, and that it is the Spirit who 
giveth the increase. 

Our Horne Missionaries are finding the drive against the secular
ism and spiritual indifference of our age hard to overcome. Progress 
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in most cases is slow and results as measured in statistical figures are 
not impressive .. However, we are increasingly becoming better known 
through the Back to God Radio broadcasting and the wide distri~utiori 
of these messages, Besides our solution of the vexing problem of 
Christian Education through the Free, parent-controlled Christian Day 
Schools, operated by Societies, is becoming nationally known. Our 
Home Missionaries are also being asked to co-operate and to give 
leadership in the establishment of Christian schools on the broader 
basis of evangelical Christianity. This almost invariably means heavy 
financial burdens for our struggling little churches to carry. But the 
prize is worth the price. Investments that Christian, Covenant par
ents make in the hearts and minds of their children through our 
Churches and our Schools, as well as in the Home, will pay dividends 
in all eternity a~cording to the promise of His. Word. 

In places where new daughter and sister churches are aided by the 
district Home Missionary there is what in localities away from our 
church centers would be called Hphenominal" increase. Such exten
sion projects pass quickly from the stage of emergent to that of or·· 
ganized ~hurches. We had a number of these also during this past 
year. But there should be more in view of oversized congregations 
and overburdened Pastors, and considering the large number of pros
pective candidates preparing for the ministry in our churches and 
mission fields at the present time. When the Lord supplies the workers 
for His vineyard, no part of that vineyard should be left untended. 
And we may not forget that our Lord has distinctly said: "The field 
is the world." In His mandate He embraced the "whole world" as the 
mission field of His Church in all ages, including our own. 

In giving an oversight of this field we can divide it into the follow
ing six Districts from East to West, comprising some twenty Home 
Mission Stations and Churches and manned by a staff of ten Home 
Missionaries. 

L THE EASTERN DISTRICT. 

This district comprises the territory o-f Classes Hudson and Hack
ensack and the Eastern Home Mission Board. It now has two Home 
Missionaries since the Rev. Dick Van Halsema accepted the call as 
Candidate to fill the long vacant post at Monsey and the surrounding, 
populous northern Jersey and southeastern New York area. Before 
the coming of the Rev. Van Halsema, the Rev. Harold Dekleer, Pas
tor of the Calling Church of Englewood and Chairman cif the Eastern 

: Home Mission Board, carried all an effective part-time ministry bring
ing revived interest and a number of converts. The Church property 
has been improved and enlarged with the building of a parsonage and 
redecorating of the Chapel, and the reconstruction of an old garage
Parish House. Since there is no other church in the village, the whole 
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community is being evangelized. There is harvesting of seed that was 
SOwn and cultivated over many years. Organization" long deferred, 
may. erelong take place. as the· youthful missionary and his devoted 
helpmeet, with vision and zeal feed and tend the little flook. 

In connection with following' up responses to the Back to- God hour 
a ne,,, attempt is to be made to establish an evangelistic 0r church ex
tension project in the nation's greatest metropolis, the City of New 
York. The Rev. Dekker, with Student aid, will continue further ex
ploratory surveys. Some );ears ago OUf' church on Bank St., in the 
heart of down-town New York, had to· disband and was sold. It may 
be the Lord will call us back to bear our witness in some other section 
of this mighty congestion of people from many nations. 

Washington, D.C., will SOOn be sailing ahead in a new, vessel of its 
own, with the Veteran Pilot, the Rev. 1. M~.' Ghysels, at the helm. The 
new Church,-- greatly needed and missed these ~ix years since services 
were begun, is expected to be ready this Fall. The sale of bonds was 
completed with the aid also of the Home Mission Committee ,as author
ized by Synod. 

Last Septemb,er the Rev. and Mrs. Ghysels celebrated their fortieth· 
vVedding Anniversary, and the Rev.'s Ordination Anniversary, in the 
midst of their beloved flock. The Lord raised His faithful servant 
up again from his heart-ailment so that he might continue to lay .the 
foundation afoul' Capitol City congregation strong a11d deep. upon the 
Immovable' and enduring Rock of Ages. 

Centerville, Md., is an immigrant station ne,ar the shores of the 
Chesapeake Bay between Baltimore and Washington. Some six or 
seven Holland famjlies of Reformed faith have services in a vacant 
country-side church. They appreciate the fraternal spirit between 
them and our Washington people and the classical appointments given 
them. They a.re loyal to the faith of our fathers and to our church. 
They need strengthening through immigration, but the required spon
sors are scarce and hard to get. 

2. THE MICHIGAN DISTRICT has but one Home Missionary, 
and him the Lord called home on the 23rd' of February after he had 
given five years of faithful and fruitful service to this field. The 
memory of the Rev. Leonard Trap lives on as a versatile personality 
endowed with a -keen, practical insight, combined with exceptional 
organizational ability'and a spirit devoted to the Lord and His blood
bought church. His work abides inasmuch as He built for eternity 
upon the firm foundation that God. has laid in Jesus' Christ. His pass
ing, without previous emeritation, bids us an to work while it is day, 
ere that the night cometh when no man can work. 

The last church extension project promoted by the Rev. Trap was 
that of Highland Hills just outside of Grand Rapids near the West 
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Leonard St. Highway. Being ill he still helped to make arrangements 
for supplies and preparations for organization' which took place in 
] anuary~ He was planning to undertake. a similar church development 
in the expanding Isoutheastern suburban section _ of our- headquarters, 
city. 

At the request of a number of East Saugutuck families residing 
within or. near the to,WIl, the Home Mission Committee of Classis 
Holland conducted a canvas with a view to begin services at H amilto11. 
The need and the desire for a Christian Reformed. Church at Hamil
to~ has been long felt and often expressed. 

3. ,THE CHICAGO DISTRICT, with its teeming millions, all 
bound for eternity, and multitudes crowding the broad way, presents 
its challenge to all our.1ocal churches, and to Ollr denominational church 
extension and evangelistic program as well. 

vVe have but one Home Missiol1;;try in the whole of Chicagoland, 
D,' Renze O. de Groot, stationed at Bellwood. The Mission has out
grown the old Chapel. It was duly organized as a congregation last 
Fall and during Christmas week a new chur.ch was dedicated on the 
corner of Monroe and Linden. It was constructed with the aid and 
co-operation of the calling church of Cicero I and of the other churches 
of Chicagoland. It is reaching oul into the community also with in
creased attendance at the Sunday School. 

Wheaton, after a year of Sundar services with .the aid of the parent 
church of Oak Park, Dr. De Groot, and other supplies, was organized 
the 9th of February and will soon be calling a minister of its own. A 
Christian School, sponsored and supported jointly by our people and 
evangelicals of other denominations, was established some years ago. 
Thus the battle-sector under the Reformed Banner, raised aloft side 
by side with the other Evangelical Banners, upholds and defends the 
faith of 0111' fathers in the united front against the enemies that are 
coming in like a flood against the truth and the church of God. 

4. THE MIDWESTERN DISTRICT is territorially the largest, 
comprising the following eight Home Mission Stations and Churches: 
Des Moines; Iowa Falls; Sioux City; Le Mars, 10.; Milwaukee, Min
neapolis, Wilmar and Tyler, Minn. To, these there will soon be added 
Hartley, 8 miles east of Sanborn, Ia. All but three of these (Des 
Moines, Le Mars and Wilmar) are organized. Two (Iowa Falls and 
Minneapolis) have advanced to tlfe stage of 'calling churches. 

Fqur Home Missionaries aTe at present serving this field: the Rev. 
S. Werkema, now ready for a transfer as soon as Iowa Falls receives 
an acceptance of its call; the Rev. Jack Zandstra, stationed at Sioux 
City; the Rev. Bartel N. Huizenga, at Le Mars, and the Rev. Henry 
Rikkers at Minneapolis, also ready for a transfer when the church is 
assured that it will receive a minister of its Own. 
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TIes Moines was progressing' nicely and prospects for organization 
were bright when the Rev. William Verwalf accepted the call to one 
of our ·churches.· Several calls to fill the vacancy have been extended 
without success thus far. To aggravate tbis situation, the Calling 
Church of Prairie City is itself passing through a period of protracted 
vacancy. Des Moines is holding its own, but marking time and look
ing hopefully t"another faithful under shepherd and evangelist. 

Le Mars by this time could, and probably would, have been organ
ized if all the families belonging to neighboring churches and resid
ing within or adjacent to the town had nnited with it .. This has been 
a discouraging handicap to the group and their energetic) consecrated 
Home Missionary. There has been some increa$e from the community 
which may warrant organization. The Lord of the harvest can make 
this too a manifestation of His body with an nndershepherd of its own. 

Sioux City has long felt that it is poorly located. Under the lcader
ship of its new missionary, the Rev. Zandstra, it is again movinK for
ward and looking for a better location,. also with a view to evangelistic 
effort in the community. 

J.14ilwa-ukee has had some additions and shows new promise despite 
the extended vacancy of over three years. The Rev. C. Schoolland of 
the neighboring chnrch of Racine has faithfnlly condncted services ami 
catechism classes and supervised the little flock. Classis Wisconsin 
and the Executive Committee for Home Missions have provided pul
pit sppplies and Marvin Baarman, Junior Seminarian,_ did excellent 
field work during the summer. The pressing need of Milwaukee now 
is' another, Home Missionary and a Chapel. Services are now held in 
the parsonage, a temporary make-shift suitable only during vacancy. 

Wilma," s immediate need is a parsonage in view the transfer of the 
Rev. Werkema. He will also have the care of Tyler in its formative 
period. Both places look promising. 

Rochester, Minn." the famous worl9.-hospital center, continues to re
ceive weekly visits by our nearest minister, now the Rev. A. A. Koning 
of Hallandale. In the name of the Great Physician the comfort and 
the admonition of the Word is brought to the sheep of the flock in 
pain and trouble, far from their Own homes and pastors. This work 
is much appreciated and is carried all by other churches as well, some 
of which maintain a full time Hospital Chaplain. As our ministerial 
supply increases, it might be well to reconsider placement of a Chris
tian Reformed Hospital Pastor, or of establishing a church of our 
denomination in Rochester, something for which our Banner Editor 
and others have been pleadin~. 

5. THE SOUTHWEST DISTRICT comprises the Arizona and 
1-: California fields with one Home Missionary-.in each of them, nl., the 

I 
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'Rev. Gerrit B. Baerefyn in- Tuscan, the University City of Arizona, 
and the Rev. Frank de J ong, now stationed at Lakewood City, an ex
tensive new housing development in suburban Long Beach. 

Phoenix, with its own minister, church and parsonage, has launched 
out on its own. The Lord has blessed the faithful and manifold labors 
of his servant, the Rev. Harry Dykstra, who, after assisting and nurtur
ing the little infant church as its Home Missionary, has now become its 
first Pastor. 

Tuscan has fared well under the divine blessing now that the vivaciolls 
Rev. Boerefyn and his devoted helpmeet are dwelling in the new ma113e 
and giving full time to this field. The group was organized while in the 
plannin5 stage of building operations on Tuscan·· Blvd., just outside 
the city limits. Its members deserve credit for the co-operative spirit, 
the architectural knowledge and skill displayed in designing and build
ing their own Chapel-Manse at a minimum cost. The Chapel was so 
constructed that the back wall could readily be extended in case more 
room than its 100 seating capacity was needed. This is already appear
ing necessary as the Lord is blessing the work and -attendance is in
creasing both at the services and in the Sunday School. The site leaves 
ample rOom ~or a permanent church and a Christian. school. Our 
Tuscan church IS a venture of faith, born in prayer and sacrificial devo
tion to our Reformed principles. 

Lakewood is -now in its building operational stage. It must be built 
from the ground up in a newly developed community. This too is a 
venture of faith and of obedience' to the great missionary command 
undertaken in the Lord and for the Lord. The Rev. Frank de J ong, 
well known former Home IVlissionary for Southern California, and 
conversant with the special challenge and difficulties that this field 
presents, was willing to enter it anew. The zoning building cod~ makes 
site and building costs in this fine residential development high. For 
this reason the church auditorium is not being completed for the present 
and the meetings will be held in the large social 1'00111 in the basement 
and Sunday School in adjoining class rooms. The Rev. de J ong and 
his family have already moved into the manse and are making con
tacts in their new community. aUf active and versatile Home Mission
ary is 'bringing the message of salvation and providing Christian litera
ture to seamen and ships making port at the Long Beach Harbor, in 
particular also the Holland boats with Dutch crews. 

Compton is now a calling church once more. While his church is in 
building the Rev. de Jong has supplied the pulpit and conducted classes. 
An extended vacancy would be most discouraging and detrimental 
after Compton has enjoyed the regular ministry of Ijome Missionaries 
for some years past. May the Lord soon prqvide. 
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.Escalon, a daughter of RipoI! I, with the aid also of Ripon II and 
Modesta, has developed rapidly into an organized church. It sought 
and received help from the F. N. C. for the services of the Rev. J. J. 
Weer~ing, emeritated minister. 

6. THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST DISTRICT has been given 
considerable attention during the past year with a view to opening up 
a new church-exte'nsioll-evangelization project in one of the larger cities', 
Preliminary inVestigations were conducted in Portland; Ore.,; Spokane 
and Tacoma, 'Nash. Student Arthur De Kruyter was sent to further 

, explore and to open up the TACOMA field as the most promising of 
the three. He began services on Sunday afternoons and was followed 
by Home Missionary Rikkers, the Rev. W. Groen of the neighboring 
Seattle Church and by the Missionary-at-large. The Classis thereupon 
recommended tbat the Home Missionary for its district be placed at 
Tacoma and that the. Seattle church be requested to become the call
ing, church. The need now is for a man and a servant of God to 
minister to this little flock that has committed itself to join with us as 
soon as the wo~k is reopened upon a permanent basis that many may 
be won to the Savior and to his Church. The large army base at 
Fort Lewis and the adjoining Airfield at McChord offer opportunities 
to 'minister also to OUr young men stationed there and 'to those who 
are married and living on the outskirts of the city. 

The prayers of Synod and of our churches are requested in behalf 
of our entire Church Extension and Ev-angelization program in the 
United States and in Canada. 

B. STUDENT SUMMER FIELD WORK. 
The past summer months we have again emp~oyed the services o.f 

Calvin Seminarians in our vacant stations and, at other places. Sinc~ 
this work is now being done under the supervision of. the Seminary 
Faculty, according to a synodically approved plan for student Field
work, we refer to the Faculty's Report to Synod on this matter. 

The students have giyen good account of themselves and their labors 
were much appreciated. Two problems are becoming increasingly ap
parent and urgent. Last year it was still possible to place also the mem
bers of the Junior Class, who had been duly licensed to preach and were 
eager to'gain the experience of actual field-work. This year, with a 
much .larger class of over forty Juniors, and with the Middler Class 
proportionately much larger than that of last year, there seems little 
prospect of placing them all unless all our vacant churches will engage 
the services of a seminarian, for the summer and others combine in 
jointly procuring sucb student help during thevacationiIlg period of 
their. Pastors. 
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Another problem is the difficulty of securing student help for our 
Canadian field. This also has a direct bearing upon the matter of the 
future .supply of ministers and Home 'Missionaries for OUf Canadian 
churches and stations. The Secretary of the Executive Committee, and 
the -Missionary-at-large, have been appointed to confer with Committees 
of both the Facilities of Calvin College and Seminary, and with those 
pre .... seminary aJ).d seminary students, \vho still have some basic 
knowledge of the language of their fathers and are willing to concentrate 
on improving this knowledge with a view 'to serving in ,our Canadiall 
field in due time. 

The Secretary and the Missionary-at-Iarge, the Revs. H. Blystra and 
1. M.. Van de Kieft, the two key-members of our Home Mission Staff, 
are w0rking together as a team in the special tasks assigned to each of 
them by the Mission Order. As the fields expand, and the work in
creases, the administration mounts with it. 'The over-all planning ill 
both the U. S. and Canadian fields, the special problems and needs of 
each local proj ect, require personal contact for clear understanding and 
correct appraisal. Travel, by Rail, Bus and Auto, and sometimes by Air 
or Boat, is essential in order to properly fulfil a mandate of such geo
graphical extension in two countries as our, Field o~ Home Missions 
no\v emb!aces. The Lord has again provided' journeying mercies and 
safe returns as well as blessings upon the labors performed which in
cluded explorations of prospective fields, visitations t9 mission posts, 
installations and dedicatory services of Home Missionaries and Chapels, 
preaching and speaking engagements, and particularly also supplying 
our Canadian congregations and preaching stations which have as y.et 
no Home Missionary or minister of their oWll. 

As a member of the Canadian' I~111igration Committee, and Se'cret~ry 
of the Synodical Committee for Displaced Persons, the Missionary-at
large has devoted part of his time to these causes, frequently dove-tail
ing the work of the one Committee and cause v-,rith that of the other 
on the same trip. 

May the Lord of the Harvest, to Whom the Fields, the Warkers, the 
Labors, and the Churches all belong, grant fruit unto the salvation 
of lost sinners, the gathering and building of His Church, and unto 
the praise and glory of our Triune God. 

C. RADIO COM MITTEE. 

We wish to apprize Synod of the fact that initial conterences have 
been held between 'our Denominational Radio Committee and the 
General Committee for Home 11issions. The intent of these meet:.. 
ings is to consider the question of closer .. cooperation 'between these re
spective Synodical Committees in the field of evangelization in ,which 
we have a mutual interest. 
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D. REFUND RULEs. 

Pursuant mission churches that have received financial assistance 
from the Church Extension Fund for the procurement of buildings we 
submit the following Refund Rules for Synodical approval. 

1. These churches shall seek to become organized and calling church-
es as soon as feasible. . 

2. While these groups are in the mission stage and prior to their 
becoming calling churches financial investments for building objectives 
are to be provided by the Executive Committee for Home Missions. 

3. Subsequent to having become a calling church financial invest-· 
ments for additional building objectives are to be sought from the Com
mittee for Church Help. 

4. Re investm,ents made by the Executive Committee and repay
ment thereof to this Committee the following rules shall obtain: 

a. The investment from the Executive Committee is to be interest 
free. 

b. I When the mission church is placed in the category of calling 
church its properties shall be evaluated. If the evaluation is in 
excess of the investment made by the Executive Committee for 
Home Missions, the excess value shall be credited to the recipient 
church. If the evaluation is less than the investment made by the 
Executive Committee for Home Missions, the loss shall be sus
tained by the Executive Committee for Home Missions. 

c. Repayment of inyestments made by the Executive Committee for 
Home Missions shall begin five years from the date that the 
mission church has become a calling church; however, repayment 
may begin sooner if the recipient church so desires. Repayment 
from date must be made at the rate of 5% of the principal per 
annum. 

E. QUOTA FOR 1951. 
In order that present fields may be developed and new fields may be 

opened, we petition Synod to grant a quota of $4.00 per family for 
our Church Extension Budget during 1951. 

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR CHURCH EXTENSION 
Salaries ......................................................... $ 45,320.00 
Expenses ......................... ___ ...... _ .. ____ .. _ .. ___ ..... 11,179.00 
Rent .......................................................................... 1,410.00 
Buildings ..... _ ....... _ .................. _................................. 75,000.00 
Administrative Expense _ .. _ ........................ __ ....... _ .. _. 3,900.00 
Contingencies ....................... ..................................... 4,000.00 
New Fields .............................................. ............... 15,000.00 

$155,809.00 
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·PART IV 
THE CANADIAN FIELD 

The Church Extension work among our immigrant -saints in Canada 
is progressing. The labors required of our missionaries in this field 
remain exacting, yet they carryon in the spirit of devotion and joy, 
and with evident blessing upon their endeavors. 

On the part of the immigrants a tendency is noticeable to move to 
and seek employment near or in the larger centers where our people 
are found. In this way they aim to find for themselves and their children 
a larger measure of church life and spiritual fellowship. 

Last year" we reported that congregations were organized at Owen 
Sound, Kitchener, Aylmer, St. Catherines, Erie, Trenton, _ and Picton. 
Subseqnently additional congregations were organized at Clinton, Inger
soll-Woodstock, Brampton, Blackstock, Campbellford, Martintown, and 
Brockville, Ontario, and Iron Springs, Alberta, Information is at hand 
that prior to the meeting of Synod requests for organization may be 
submitted by Portage La Prairie, Manitoba, Barrhead-Westlock, Leth
bridge, Alberta; and Abbotsford, B. C. When these requests come th,·u 
and firid approval, some twenty churches' from' among the immigrants 
will have been organized. Considering that the first contingent of im
migrants arrived in July of 1947, we have every evidence that our 
Canadian work has been abundantly prospered by the Lord. And this 
is but a beginning. What a challenge the Canadian field presents to 
our church, our ministers, anQ: our seminarian$! 

Of the congregations mentioned above initial steps to. become call
ing churches have been taken by Erie, Trenton, Picton, Campbell ford, 
and Owen Sound. Other of these congregations will be encouraged and 
may be expected to move in this direction as soon as conditions warrant. 

Consequent their organization and the intent to begin calling their 
own pastors, these groups were placed before the issue of financial 
contributions and congregational budgets. It may interest Synod to 
know that in most cases an approximate and initial per family budget 
of $1.00 and over per week found ready approval. Considering that 
many of these immigrant saints have but little of this world's goods, 
are common farm laborers, and receive comparatively low wages, that 
per family budget is indicative of a commendable spirit. 

B. MISSIONARIES. 

In order that the field may be properly manned we request Synodical 
permission to call additional plissionaries for Canada as needed. 

C. QUOTA. 

In order to meet the needs of our Canadian field we petition Synod 
to set the quota for church extension in Canada for 1951 at $4.00 
per family. 
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PROPOSED BUDGET FOR THE CANADIAN EMERGENCY FUND 
FOR HOME MISSIONS 

Salaries ...................................................................... $ 41,250.00 
Expenses " .. 'c. __ .... _._ ......... __ ........... __ . ___ •.....•.. ______ ... __ ._.... 29,035.00 
Taxes ............................................ : .......... c................ 2,145.00 
Buildings .................................................................. 60,000.00 
Administrative Expense .. ____ ...... ______ . __ ......... __ ........ 3,900.00 
Moving Pastors ...... __ .. ___ .. ____ ... ____ . __ . __ .'. __ ................. "._ 4,000.00 
Contingencies ..... ___ ............. __ ...... _ ........................ __ .... 4,000.00 
New Fields (2) .................... , ........................... :......... 15,000.00 

$159,330.00 
PAItT V 

DISPERSED AND NON-RESIDENT CHURCH MEMBERS 
In the course of the year the names of twenty-nine families, fifty

three members -in full communion, and sixty-one baptized members 
were received. 

These have. been duly filed. Wherever possible contact has been 
sought. This phase of our work is .not as successful as we would like. 
This perhaps must be attributed to the fact that these dispersed metI!
bers- are frequently far removed from our church c~nters, have affi~ 
liated with other churches, and already may have shown delinquept 

, tendencies before departure to other cOlTI.ffiunities. 

PART VI 

SUPPLEMENTARY FUND FOR HOME EVANGELIZATION 

Pursuant the decision of Syn6d, Acts 1949, p. 34, a Supplementary 
Fund for Home Evangelization has been set up. 

A letter requesting contributions for this fund was addressed to all 
our churches. 

Several of our Consistories having an evangelization program di 
their own senf word that they were unable to give financial assistance 
to the promotion of this cause elsewhere. 
, Other of our Consistories gave assurance tqat they would endeavor 
to make a contribution. 

To date requests for assistal1ce, duely endorsed, have been received 
from our Los Angeles and Alameda churches., . 

PART VII 

A. INFORMATION. 

1. During 1949 recipient churches received their full aid allotment 
as approved by Synod. 

2. Moving expenses were granted to the following churches: Hous
ton, British Columbia; Estelline, South Dakota; and Parchment, 
Michigan. 

3. We are happy to report that in view of their present size and 
strength the Immanuel Church, Grand Rapids; Calvin, Church CWyck-
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off), New Jersey; and Ogilvie, Minnesota, could dispense with fur
theraid. 

4. In view of the decision of the Synod of 1947 it was decided to 
grant the Immanuel Church at Muskegon $1.,000.00. (Acts 1947, Art. 
114). . 

5. The schedule of payments for 1950 is available to Synod for 
perusal. In caseS where a change was -made in the- amount 6'£ aid re
quested and the amount of aid granted, the. recipient church was noti
fied in order that, if so desired, such church might have opportunity to 
appeal. its case to Synod for jinal action. 

B. RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Pursuant the F.N.C. Allotments for 1951 we recommend to Synod: 
1. That the minimum salary; to be paid the ministers of recipient 

ch\1rches from the F.N.C. be set at $2,500.00 for 1951. 
2. That an additional children's allowance of $125.00 per annum 

be granted through the High School age. 
By the stipulation "through the High School age" is meant: 
a. That this allowance shall not be granted after the child has gradu

ated from the High School. 
b. That this allowance shall not be continued beyond the nineteenth 

birthday. ) 
c. That this allowance shall not be granted in the event a child be

comes a wage earner and does not continue its education. 
3. 'That the minimum per family contribution toward' the pastor's 

salary of families belonging to the recipient churches from the F.N.C. 
be set at $45.00 per family. ' 

, 4. That the minimum per family contribution toward the pastor's 
salary of families belonging to our Canadian Immigrant Churches be 
set at not less than $20.00 per family and that this amount be annually 
increased until they are on a par with recipient churches in the U.S. 

5. That the. Denominational per family quota for 1951 for the 
F.N.C. he set at $2.25. 

Pursuant this quota of $2.25 per family for the F.N.C. for 1951 the 
General Committee for Home Missions begs leave to bring the fol
lowing facts to the attention of Synod. 

a. During the past decade it was possible to set aside a substantial 
reserve in this fund. Contributing factors which brought about 
this favorable condition were: 
1) During the prosperous war years some ninety recipient needy 

churches could gradually be reduced to slightly less than sixty. 
2) Due to the ministerial scarcity several of our vacant needy 

churches did not have to be paid the assistance which was 
annually requested and granted; the hope that the vacancy 
might be terminated was not realized. 
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'b, In the course of the. current year the EN,C" due to the drastic 
quota cut for this fund made by the Synod of 1949, will have 
to relinquish ,approximately one third of ,its present reserves if 
payment of amounts requested by and granted to the recipient 
churches must be paid out. This is again contingent upon the 
number of vacancies that may be 'filled, 

c, We expect that in the course of the next few years the number 
of recipient churches will increase greatly. This expectation is 
based on the following facts: 
1) During 1950 the number of needy and recipient churches.will 

have increased from minus sixty to plus seventy-four. ., 

2) New and initially needy churches are constantly being or
ganized in the U, S, and especially in Canada, 

d, Consequently we further expect that the payments to be made 
from the F,N,C, henceforth, 'will become materially larger due 
to the elimination of present vacancies, the organization of new 
churches, and the probable approval by Synod of recommenda
tions B-2 (Children's Allowance) and C (Pastors for Evangel
ism), 

Hence in view of the foregoing consideration? the General Com
mittee for Home Missions urgently petitions Synod to allow the full 
quota recommended for the Fund for Needy Churches for 1951. 

C. PASTORS FOR EVANGELISM - AID FROM THE FUND FOR NEEDY 

CHURCHES. 

The General Committee calls the attention of Synod to the fact that 
the case of our Immanuel Church in Muskegon represents an exception 
to the rnles for the F, N, C, as usually interpreted; The Home Mission 
Order states (Art. 10): "This fund shall serve in assisting churches 
financially unable to fully support an ordained minister of the GospeL" 
This has usually been interpreted and referring to the regular congre
gational ministry. The case of Immanuel Church is that of assistance 
for a second minister serving as missionary in neighborhood evangelism. 

We deem that provision should be made for the case of Immanuel 
(as already has been done) and for similar cases which may arise, by 
means of a broader interpretation of the F, N. C rules referred to, 
Hence we recommend that Synod declare the Fund for Needy Churches 
to be available for churches supporting a second minister engaged as 
a ]),astor for evangelization, to a maximum of one half of the salary, 
to be paid said pastor, when the need is properly established in com
pliance with the existing rules for the Fund for Needy Churches, 

Permit us in this connection to refer Synod to a resolution adopted 
by the Synod of 1932 which substantiates the above recommendation 
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and warrants the action of the Synod of 1947 in the case of the 
Immanuel Church. This resolution reads: 

"Synod resolves that the rampant nea-paganism of our day 
and land requires that every one of our churches, whether 
alone or in collaboration with a neighboring church of church
es, enter upon evangelistic a(;:tivities. It also requires that, 
if possible, in addition to the regular pastor, the church or 
churches engage an ordained minis'ter especially for this 
evangelistic work." (Acts of Synod, 1932, Art. 2S-A). 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER FOR THE YEAR 1949 
CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 

SCHEDULE A 
Deficit January 1, 1949 ........................................................................ $ 4,462.59 

RECEIPTS 1949 
Classical Treasurers ................................ $131,486.50 
Gifts, Individual ................ $ 210.00 

Societies .................... 1,335.28 
Churches .................... 333.12 

Interest .................................................. . 
Dividends ................................................. . 
Sale of Bonds ........................................... . 
Sale, Englewood House .......................... . 
Refunds ..................................................... . 
Withdrawal, Savings Account ............. . 

Total Receipts ..................... . 

1,878.40 
922.91 
765.45 
328.88 

12,299.19 
534.13 

10,000.00 

DISBURSEMENTS 1949 
Missionaries' Salaries ............................ $ 34,482.45 
Missionaries' Expenses ............................ 10,141.51 
Special Services ........ .-............................ 11,610.75 
Homes and Chapels ................................ 102,344.24 
Moving of Pastors.................................. 1,582.89 
Administrative Expense ........................ 3,290.04 

Total Disbursements ......... . 

Operating Deficit, 1949 ......................... . 

1 -
Deficit, December 31, 1949 ................... . 

$1'58,215.46 

$163,451.88 

SCHEDULE B 

INVENTORY OF SECURITIES 
Van Agthoven Estate: 

227¥.. Com. Shares Cleveland Elec. IlIum .. Co ..... $ 7,621.25 
10 Pref. Shares Cleveland Elec. IIlum .. Co..... 1,000.00 

$ 5,236.42 

$ 9,699.01 

16 Com. Share ittle Miami R. R........................... 800.00 $ 9,421.25 
3,048.50 

12,500.00 
91 Com. Shares Cleveland Elec IlIum. Co .............................. . 

Certificates of Deposit, Zeeland State Bank. .................................. . 
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United States Bonds .............. , ....................................... : ...................... ~ 35,000.00 
Missionary Loans .. __ .... _ ..... __ ... _ ....... _._ ...... _._~ ........ _ .. _ ............. _ .............. __ .. 1,800.00, 

TotaL ..................................... , ............................................. $ 61,769.75 
Deficit in Operating Fund, Dec. 31, 1949 .......................... __ .............. 9,699.01 

Current As~etsJ Dec. 31, 1949 ......................... __ .. __ .. , __ $ 52,070.74 

SCHEDULE C 
MISSIONARY HOMES AND CHAPELS 

Dec. 31. 1949 
Bellwood Mission, Chicago ... __ ............. ' ............. __ ....... $ 5,943.33 
Cicero, Ill. .................................................................... 15,200.84 
Englewood, Chicago .... ___ . __ ............... ___ .... __ ...... __ .... ___ . 0.00 
Holland, Mich. ........................................................ 13,942.24 
Iowa Falls, Iowa........................................................ 10,453.31 
Lakewood City, Calif................................................ 36,027.00 
Le Mars, Iowa .................................. ____ ........ __ ........ __ .... 5,000.00 
Milwaukee, Wis ................................... ,........................ 9,000.00 
Monsey, N. Y. .............................................................. 800.00 
Minneapolis, Minn. ...................................................... 36,500.00 
Phoenix, Arizona ....................................... .'................ 5,000.00 
Tucson, Arizona .......................................................... 16,500.00 
Washington, D. C....................................................... 22,500.00 

Totals ........................................ : ............. $~ 76,867.32 

CANADIAN EMERGENCY FUND 

SCHEDULE A 

RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS -1949 

RECEIPTS 

Classical Treasurers .............................. $ 98,347.03 
Gifts, Individual ............ $ 919.00 

Societies ............... _ 2,891.09 
Churches .............. 6,586.27 10,396.36 

Refunds ......................... ,.. 2,119.38 

Total Receipts .................... $110,862.77 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Missionaries' Salaries ......... _ ............. __ ... $ 28,809.71 
Missionaries' Expenses ... _ ............. _........ 18,908.99 
SpeCial Services _ .. ;.................................. 7~723.87 

Homes and Chapels.................................. 54,952.16 
Moving of Pastors .... _ ... _ ... _._ ................... _. 2,015.85 
Administrative Expense _....................... 3,290.02 

Total Disbursements ......... . 

Operating Deficit, 1949 ......................... . 

$115,700.60 

Dec. 31, 1948 
$ 5,943.93 

15,098.84 
11,000.00 

0.00 
10,553.31 

0.00 
5,000.00 
9,000.00 

0.00 
36,500.00 

0.00 
0.00 

7,500.00 

$100,596.08 

$ 4,8~7.83 
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SCHEDULE B 
MISSIONARY HOMES AND CHAPELS 

Dec. 31. 1949 

Aylmer, Onto ................................................................ $ 15,141.83 
Bowmanville, Onto _____ ................ ___ .............. _ ... ___ . ____ .... 8,182.73 
Kitchener, ,Onto ____ ....•. _ ....... ___ . __ .................. _ ..... ____ ........ 10,321.75 

t::~rk'!",;d~~t.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: l~:~~~:~b 
Picton, Onto ... ' ... _____ ... __ . _____ ............... _ .. __ ._.-. ____ .. , ... ___ ....... 8,478.58 
Picture Butte, Alta ...... ~ ......... _____ ._._ .. __ ............ __ .... __ . __ . 6,874.82~ 

Portage La Prairie, Man ............... ______ .... ____ .............. 6,928.10 
Renfrew, Onto •............... _____ ..... ____ . ___ .................. __ ... ___ .. 7,528.58 
St., Catherines, Ont ..... ___ ... ________ . _____ ............................ 12,305.13 
Sumas, Wash. (Canadian Acct.).............................. 5,237.00 
Toronto, Onto .............................................................. 14,908.05 

Totals ...................................................... $121,737 .54 

FUND FOR NEEDY CHURCHES 
SCHEDULE A 

RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS - 1949 
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Dec. 31, 1948 

$ 14,962.51 
0.00 

10,321.75 
0.00 

9,230.70 
7,922.25 
6,102.02 

0.00 
7,405.60 

12,305.13 
0.00 

435.42 

$ 68,685.38 

Balance, January 1, 1949 .................. : ................................................... $107,376.15 
RECEIPTS 

Classical Treasurers ...................................................... $ 47,797.93 
Gifts ................................................................... :................ 17.43 
Interest ...................................................•........................ 1,786.41. 
Dividends .......................................................................... 614.30 

, Withdrawal, Savings Account...................................... 10,000.00 
Refund ............................................... '............................... 7.00 
Sale of Bonds ............ :....................................................... 328.87 

, Total Receipts .. " ....................................... .. 

Total Balance and Receipts ...................................... .. 
DISBURSEMENTS 

Subsidies Paid ................................................................ $ 60,799.40 
u. S. Securities ............................................................. ,.. 25,000.00 
Washington, D. C. Chr. Ref. Church Bonds............ 10,000.00 
Moving Pastors .............................................................. 834.82, 
Administl'ative Expense :............................................... 3,290.05 

Total Disbursements .......................... : ..... .. 

Balance, December 31, ,1949 ........................................ .. 

SCHEDULE B 
INVENTORY OF SECURITIES 

. December' 31, 1949 
Van Agthoven Estate: 

227'hCom. Shares Cleveland Elec. Illum. Co ..... $ 
10 Pref. Shares Cleveland Elec. Illum. Co ........ . 

7,621.25 
1,000.00 

60,551.94 

$167,928.09 

99,924.27 

$ 68,003.82 

16 Com. 'Shares Little Miami R. R. ..................... . 800.00 $ 9,421.25 
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Certificates of., Deposit, Z~eland State Bank. ......... __ ...................... . 
United States' Bonds __ .... ________ ........... ____ ..................... _ ............... __ ...... ___ _ 
Washington, D. C. Chr. Ref. Church, Bonds ..... _____ . ____ ..... ___ ........ ___ .. 

32,500.00 
70,000.00 
10,000.00 

Total .................................................................................. $121,921.25 

SUPPLEMENTARY FUND FOR HOME EVANGELIZATION 
Receipts, 1949 .................................................... ~ ............. $ 267.95 
Disbursements, 1949 ........ :.. ...... __ ........ ____ .. :_ .......... _____ ..... none 

Balance, December 31, 1949 ___ . ____ .... __ . __ ......... ___ ............ . $ 267.95 

SOLDIER'S FUND 
Balance, January 1, 1949 ...............• ____ ..... __ ..... ____ ........ , ... $ 6,226.26 
Disbursements, 1949 . __ . ______ .. __ ............ ___ ........ ______ ... _ ... __ .. 53.08 

B~lance, December 31, 1949.......................................... $ 6,173.18 

COMBINED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND . DISBURSEMENTS 
Church, Canadian Soldiers' Home 
Extension Emergency F. N. C. Fund .. Evang. 

Balances Jan. 1, 1949-
$ .................. $ .................. $107,376.15 $6,226.26 ................ 

Receipts, 1949-
158,215.46 110,862.77 60,551.94 ................ 267.95 

Totals ........ $158,215.46 $110,862.77 $167,928.08 $6,226.26 $ 267.95 

Disbursements, 1949 -
163,451.88 115,700.60 99,924.27 53.08 None 

Balances 12/31/49-
$ .................. 

Deficits 12/31/49-
$ ........ , ......... $ 68,003.82 $6,173.18 $ 267.95 

$ 5,236.42 
Deficit 1/1/49-

$ 4,837.83 

4,462.59 

.Total Deficits 12/31/49-
$ 9,699.01 $ 4,837.83 

BALANCES DECEMBER 31, 1949 
Fund for N eedy Churches .............................................. $ 68,003.82 
Soldiers' Fund ................ ~............................................... 6,173.18 
Supplementary Fund for Home Evangelization .... ,... 267.95 

Total Balances $ 74,444.95 

DEFICITS DECEMBER 31, 1949 
Church Extension : ......................... _ .... __ ........................... $ 9,699.01 
Canadian Emergency ................... ___ . __ ... __ ._ .. _ ....... __ . ___ .___ 4,837.83 

Total Deficits .......................................................................................... $ 14,536.84 

CASH ON HAND DECEMBER 31, 1949 ............... . $ 59,908.11 
Respectfully submitted, 

WALTER HOFSTRA, Treasurer. 
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March 21, 1950. 

I have examined the attached statement of Cash Receipts and Disburse
ments of the Home Mission Fund for the year ended December 31, 1949, 
and have examined and tested its accounting records and other supporting 

I evidence, by methods, and to the extent I deemed appropriate. 
In my opinion, the attached statement of Cash Receipts and Disburse

ments present fairly the cash transactions of the Fund. 
Respectfully submitted, 

PETER B. VANDER MEER. 

SUMMARY OF MATTERS.REQUIRIN<:; 
SYNODICAL ACTION 

PART I GENERAL INFORMATION. 

Election 'of member-at-large and his alternate. (B). 

PART III CHURCH EXTENSION. 

Refund Rules. (D). 
Church Extension Quota' for 1951. (E). 

PART IV CANADIAN FIELD. 

Calling of Missionaries. (B). 
Canadian Home Mission Quota for 1951. (C). 

PART VII FUND FOR NEEDY CHURCHES. 

Minimum Salary for 1951. (B-1). 
Children's Allowance. (B-2). 
Recipient Churches-Per Family Quota. (B-3). 
Immigrant Churches - Per Family Quota. (B-4). 
Denominational Per Family Quota. (B-S). 
Pastors for Evangelism. (C). 

In closing our account we pray that divine direction may be granted 
Synod in all its deliberations and decisions. . 

Humbly submitted, 
THE GENERAL COMMITTEE FOR HOME MISSIONS, 

H. BLYSTRA, Secretary. 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 13·A 
(Arts. 86, 99, 121, 157) 

GENERAL COMMITTEE FOR HOME MISSIONS 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

We, herewith bring the following additional matters to your attention. 
A. The Rev. Mr. 1. Wristers. 
Pursuant the Rev. :NIr. J. vVristers, "zeeman's predikant in dienst 

van de Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland" a request was submitted' 
to our Synod of 1949 "that one of our churches call the Rev. Mr. J. 
Wristers to be stationed in New Orlean§, Louisiana, for the purpose 
of working among the Dutch sailors; or that the Reverend be loaned 
by the Gereformeerde Kerken to our church ·for this work In either 
case there will be no financial obligation. This arrangement is sought 
to meet the requirements of the immigration laws of the United States:' 

This matter was given "into the ha:qds of the, Home Missions Com
mittee with authority to act and to work this out if possible." (Acts 
of Synod, 1949,. p. 69, VII). 

Pursuant' o;ur request, Dr. C.' Bouma, who was to visit 'the N ~ther..; 
. lands as delegate to the Ecumenical Synod, kindly consented to con

fer in person with 'the parties concerned in' the Netherlands. Subse
quent his elucidating report to our Committee and further correspond
ence the following tigreement was entered into. 

"Agreement between the Gereformeerde Kerk of Watergraafs
meer, the Netherlands and the Executive Committe far Home 
Missions of the Christian Reformed Church in America re the 
Financial Provisions pursuant the stay and labors of the Rev. J. 
W rislers in the U. S. in behalf of the sailors at the Dutch M erch
ant Marine. 

1. The tw.o contracting parties are: 
a. The Gereformeerde Kerk of Watergraafsmeer in conjunction 

with the Deputies of the General Synod for the Dutch Merch
ant Marine of the Gereformeerde Kerken in the Netherlands; 
said Deputies representing the Gereformeerde 'Kerken of the 
Netherlands and herein after designated as: Deputies. 

b. The Executive Committee for Home Missions of the Christian 
Reformed Church in America as representing said Church and 
herein after designated as: the Executive Committee. 

2. This agreement will be in force for a three year period, with 
the understanding that same may be continued subsequent the three 
year term without the formal negotiations for a new agreement. More
over this agreemen't, subsequent the three year term stipulated above 
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(sub 2), may be terminated by either party provided that six months 
elapse between the declaration qf intent to terminate and the formal 
act of termination. 

3. The Rev. J. W risters will be loaned as minister to the Executive 
Committee and as such is called by the Executive Committee. 

4. The salary and expenses, that accrue pursuant the stay and 
labors of the Rev. J. W risters in the United States of America are to 
be paid by the Deputies. . 

5. The payment of these moneys, needed for the support and labors 
of the Rev. J. Wristers, shall be made through the Executive Com
mittee in quarterly installments of $1,500.00 (fifteen hundred dollars) 
each. Said quarterly payments comprise $1,125 (eleven hundred and 
twenty-five dollars) for salary and at the most $375.00 (three hundred 
and seventy-five dollars) for expenses that accrue. 

6. Deputies have covenanted themselves with Watergraafsmeer· to 
forward quarterly the same amount, namely $1,500 (fifteen hundred 
dollars) to the Treasurer of the Executive Committee. 

7. In the event that unforeseen circumstances should arise, such 
as monetary difficulties, making compliance with the financial stipula
tions herein set forth temporarily impossible, then payment in full 
shall be made as soon as the difficulty has been obviated. The money 
then advanced by the Executive Committee to the Rev. J. Wristers 
shall be booked as debt against the Gereformeerde KFken of the 
Netherlands until same has been refunded in full. The bank notice 
in the Netherlands that the required amount of money has been for
warded shall be regarded as receipt of payments made. 

S. Funds for emeritation shall be deposited in the Netherlands by 
the Deputies pursuant stipulations set forth in Article XIII of the 
Church Order of the Gereformeerde Kerken in the Netherlands, and 
such further stipulations already made or yet to be made by the Gen
eral Synod of said Churches. 

9. A copy of this agreement shall be received and retained by all 
the parties included therein, namely: the Gereformeerde Kerk of 
Watergraafsmeer, the Deputies, the Executive Committee, and the 
Rev. J. Wristers." , 

A. copy of the above agreement duly signed has been placed 1ll our 
files. (File M -50.) 

Synodical approval of the agreement is herewith requested. 
In order to meet the requirement of the United States Immigration 

Authorities a statement was needed setting forth our responsibility re 
the payment of salary. In compliance therewith the following state
ment was drawn up and has been accepted by the United States au

, thorities. 
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"To Whom It May Concern: 
This is to certify that pursuant anQ agreement entered into between 

the Synodical Deputies for the Dutch Merchant Marine of the Gere
formeerde Kerken in the Netherlands and the Executive Committee 
for Home Missions of the Christian Reformed Church in America, 
the Executive Committee for Home Missions of the Christian Re
formed Church assumes full responsibility for tbe payment of salary 
and expenses due the Rev. J. Wristers, who has been engaged to min
ister to the spiritual needs of the sailors of the Dutch Merchant Ma
rine pa'ssing through the port of New Orleans, ,Louisiana, U.S.A. and 
with congregational headquarters at New Orleans, Lou'isiana." 

We request Synod to approve the foregoing statement. 
It is expected that the Rev. Mr. J. Wristers, having been called by 

the Gereformeerde Kerk of Watergraafsmeer, will erelong begin his 
labors as "zeeman's predikant in dienst van de Gereformeerde Kerken 
in Nederland" at New Orleans, Louisiana. 

B. Ji1inisfers who a,re natttralized citizens of the United States and 
therefore cannot remain in Canada more than five years. 

The citizenship problem of our ministers residing in Canada was 
brought to the attention of the SynoQ of 1949 by way ~of two communi
cations from the Reverends G, Lyzenga and G. Vander Ziel respec
tively. (Acts of Synod, 1949, p. 38, XI; p. 68, IV.) 

Our Committee was instructed and authorized by Synod I(to seek 
, to effect a satisfactory solution to this matter in any manner that seems 
to them feasible.." 

vVe can inform Synod that documents have been prepared by our 
Committee and the Rev. Mr. G. J. Vander Ziel, and forwarded to the 
consular office by Mr. G. J. Vander Ziel (whose case is to be used 
as a test case) requesting exemption from the five-year United States 
Citizenship limit in Canada. 

We have been told that when this test case has been passed upon, 
it may be appealed to as a precedent for future requests that may be 
submitted. Though no decision has come through to date, it has been 
intimated that favorable action is expected. 

C. Children's Allowance. 
Pursuant children's allowance (Cf. Agenda of Synod, 1950, p. 74, 

VII, B-2) the General Committee for Home Missions recommends to 
Synod ((that the payment of this allowance be made retroactive for 
the year 1950." 

«The children's allowance to be thus paid will be in excess of the 
$2,500.00 minimum salary set by Synod; and not in excess of those 
s;;l.laries, which in the case 'of some churches receiving assistance from 
the Fund for Needy Churches, already are in excess of the minimum 

. salary established by Synod." 



SlTPPLE~n::~T 13a 215 

D. Subsidy Payments to Needy Churches in Canada. 
Re the payment of assistance from the Fund for Needy Churches 

to- our Canadian churches "ve br.ing the following to the attentiori of 
Synod. 

"Vith a premium of 10% on United States money in Canada, and 
a corresponding discount of 11 % to 15 % on Canadian money in the 
United Siates the manner of paying subsidies to our needy churches 
came up for consideration) consequent two consistorial, requests from 
subsidized churches in Canada. These consistories petitioned that their 
subsidies be _paid in United States currency since their pastors have 
constant expenditures in the United States in conn~ction with the 
higher education of their children. Considering that it is difficult to 
send money out of Canada and that moreover a loss of 11 to 15% 
would have to be sustained, your committee acted favorably upon 
these requests. This involves that the subsidy so received is not paid 
through the mediacy of the Synodical Canadian Treasurers. 

Pursuant thereto we request Synod: 
a. That it approve this action of -the Executive Committee for 

Home Missions. 
b. That Synod determine whether this manner of paying subsidies 

be made applicable to our other subsidized Canadian churches. 

Respectfully submitted, 
H. BLYSTRA, Secretar'j) 
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S;UPPLEMENT NO. 14 
(Art. 121) 

THE SCOPE OF CHURCH EXTENSION 

To the Synod of 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

T HE undersigned were instructed by the Synod of 1949 to report 
to the present Synod pursuant the Scope of Church Extension. 

A. Interpretation of Mandate. The mandate given reads: 
1. "That the report dealing with the Scope of Church Extension be 

given to a committee for further study." 
2. "That this committee formulate the required change in the pre-

amble -of the Home Mission Order." 
3. "That it report to the Synod of 1950." 

Reasons: 
a. Historically the position IS that church extension includes the 

promotion and establishmen,t of new congregations in our own 
.. church centers and this is not covered by our Home Mission 

Order. 
b. A change in the adopted Home Mission Order should be made 

only after careful study and proper formulation." Adopted. 
(Acts 1949, Pages 36, 37. VII.) 

Momentarily we were "in a quandary as to the import of our man
date. Were we to study anew the whole problem regarding the Scope 
of Church Extension? One might so conclude from sub 1). above. 
Or were we limited to a study and required reformulation. of the 
preamble of our present Home Mission Order ? Upon Teflection we 
were convinced that the latter was the intent of Synod and that our 
mandate confined itself to a reformulation of the preamble. 

This conclusion was derived at in the light of the following con
siderations: 

a. The appreciation of the advisory committee pursuant the report 
on the Scope of Church Extension ,reads: "The information and 
recommendation submitted by the General Committee ~or Home, 
Missions have much merit." 

b. The reasons given' for our appointment: 
1) "Historically the position is that the church extension includes 

the promotion and establishment of new congregations in our" 
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own church centers and this is not covered by our Home Mis
sion Order. 

2) A change in the adopted Home Mission Order should be 
made only after careful study and proper formulation." 

c. The designation of our committee in the Table of Contents (Aces 
1949, page 419) is "Home Mission Order, Committee to Study 
Preamble." 

B. History. 
The preamble of our present Home Mission Order and adopted by 

the Synod of 1936 (Acts 1936, page 190) reads: 
"Whereas it lis in the interest of unity and- co-operation that 
all Home Mission activity be considered the task of the Church 
as a whole, this Home Mission Order proceeds upon the 
assumption that Synod shall conduct and supervise the work, 
in as far as it cannot do so directly, through its agencies. 

The scope of the Home Missions includes the following: the bring
ing of the Gospel to the dispersed brethren of the faith, as well as to 
the unchurched, by missionaries of the Church with a view to church 
extension; the strengthening of fields· which may be said to be in an 
emergency stage, through the stationing of candidates for the ministry 
in them; and the subsidizing of needy congregations, which without 
such aid would not be able to maintain the Gospel ministry in their 
midst." 

Clearly in this preamble it is not stated that "church extension in
cludes the promotion and establishment of new congregations in our 
own church centers." 

The question is in place, was this omission intentional or uninten
tional? Was it the mind of Synod that subsequent to 1936 Classical 
Home Mission Committees, the General Committee for Home Mis
sions, and th,e Executive Committee for Home Missions should no 
longer concern themselves with the organization of new congregations 
within our church centers? We take it that the omission was uninten
tional. Fact is that prior to 1936 our church extension activities were 
largely limited to the organization of new congregations from among 
our owp membership. And subsequent to 1936 the assistance of our 
Home Missionaries has repeatedly been requested by consistories and 
classes to promote and bring about the organization of new congre
gations. 

Why, then, the omission? From our Synodical agenda and Acts 
prior to 1936 it is evident that an evangelization responsibility toward 
the dispersed brethren of the faith and those that are without began 
to assert itself in the hearts and minds of our church membership and 
its leaders. As a consequence the new Home Mission Order, prc-
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pared at the behest of Synod, placed needed emphasis upon the 
evangelization phase of our Home Mission. task. That phase of church 
extension which concerns itself with Hthe promotion and establishment 
of new congregations in our church centers" and which had been 
carried on for years was undoubtedly taken for granted; and a refer
ence thereto was unintentionally omitted. 

However, the General Committee for Home Missions deemed that 
this omission should be rectified as stated in its report to the Synod 
of 1949. The Synod of 1949 shared this conviction and appointed a 
committee to formulate the required change in the preamble of the 
Home Mission Order. 

C. Recommendations: 
1. We recommend that Synod declare: 
a. That it belongs to the scope of Church Extension to interest it

self actively in the membership of our church which locates ill 
new residential areas within and or adjacent to our church centers. 

b. That when in our large churches personal and pastoral care, and 
the needed supervision over the life of the membership is difficult 
to attain, the organization of new congregations deserves pro
motion; and that our Home Missionaries are available for assist
ance to realize that objective. 

c. That in these Church Extension activities the principle of Con
sistorial authority and supervision must remain duly recognized. 

2. We recommend that the following be added to the preamble of 
the present Home Mission Order: "The promotion and establishment 
of new congregations in our own church centers." 

The preamble in its entirety will then read: 
H\Vhereas it is in the interest of unity and cooperation that 

all Home Mission activity be considered the task of the Church 
as a whole, this Home Mission Order proceeds upon the 
assumption that Synod shall conduct and supervise the work, 
in as far as it cannot do so directly, through its agencies. 

The scope of the Home Missions includes the following: 
the promotion and establishment of new congregations in our 
own church centers; the bringing of the Gospel to the dis
persed brethren of the faith, as well as to the unchurched, 
by missionaries of the Church with a view to church extension; 
the strengthening of fields which may be said to be in an 
emergency stage, through the stationing of candidates for the 
ministry in them; and the subsidizing of needy congregations, 
which without such aid would not be able to maintain the 
Gospel ministry in their midst." 
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Re(l.son: This revised reading is in accord with Article 3-a, h, c, 
of the Home Mission Order. 

"The work of the classical committees shall ,be: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

To keep Classis and the General Committee informed with reo 
spect to possible new fields within the bounds of their respective 
Classes. . . 

To furnish advice to the General Committee in matters per
tai~ing to the work of the missionaries in the fields of their re
spective Classes. 
To co-operate with the General Committee in the promoting of 
such work as may lead to the opening of new fields or tend to the 
strengthening of the fields within the bounds of their several 
Classes. 

Respectfully submitted, 

REV. J. M. VANDE KIEFT 

REV.' H. BLYSTRA 

DR. E. STRIKWERDA 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 15 
(Arts. 86, 102, 157) 

THE BACK TO GOD HOUR 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church 
convening in Grand Rapids, Michigan, on Itme 6, 1950. 

ESTEEMED BRETRREN: 

Once again it is OUf privilege to bring you our Anll~al Report on 
The, Back to God Hour. It behooves us to acknowledge the special 
favors of our faithful God, who has signally blessed and guided us 
in our work. To our leaders and our societies as well as all our members 
:we would express a word of gratitude for their prayers, interest, and 
gifts, which have made it possible to. continue another year of broad
casting God's Word and of calling men and women back to Him. 

Our mandate is specified in Article 106 of the Acts of Synod 1949. 
In addition to reappointing the Rev. Peter H. Eldersveld as Radio 
Minister, arid authorizing the continuance of the program as outlined, 
Synod urged "the Back to God Hour Committee to carryon such ex
perimental work (following up the broadcast, etc.) and if possible 
come with a definite propbsal to the next S)Tnod in connection ,yith 
this work." 

1. ADMINISTRATION 
A. THE RADIO COMMITTEE 

As our Back to God H pur keeps on expanding the work of your 
Committee increases. As a result, five regular meetings were held 
(from July through April). In addition, various sub-committees are 

'functioning' continually. Rev. D. H. Walters as President, Rev. 
Henry Baker as Vice-President. Rev. E. E. Pekelder is Our Secre
tary, and he also supplies copy for our column in The Banner. We 
are grateful for the space the Banner Editor allows us and know that 
hundreds of our mel):lbers carefully read the same. Mr. Lambert Bere 
is our' Treasurer, arid he \:villingly and faithfully performs his mani
fold tasks in a most efficient way. 

E. THE RADIO OFFICE. 

Your Committee feels that Synod, and the denomination as well, ex
pects us to conduct the affairs of this great work for our God in a 
smooth and orderly method, thus permitting us to realize the utmost 
results of our time, talents, and money, and to avoid waste and dupli
cation. \\le are thankful that the business men on our Committee take 
time to study the expansion of our labors and report to us. It was 
necessary to increase onr office space at 11106 South Michigan Ave-
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nue in Roseland, Chicago. SOnie much needed office equipment, in
cluding an Addressograph, along with a graphotyping unit, cabinet, 
plates, etc., was purchased. It has been decided to appoint a qualified 
Office Manager who will take over the supervision of the general of
fice. It has been decided to centralize all our work, including handling 
of mail, tabulating the same, acknowledging gifts, etc.:, in our main 
office. The great increase in mail this season has demanded consider
able expansion of our office force and facilities. We are grateful that 

. Mr. Ralph Rozema cpntinues his labors as our Business Manager in 
our behalf while he . occupies his regnlar position with the Agency 
which handles our radio contracts. We are also grateful to all those 
who labor faithfully in our offjce. 

C. THE RADIO STATIONS. 

Since our report to the last Synod there has been no large scale 
change in the number of. stations which are used to send aUf broad
cast over the air waves. We are now ~mploying a total of 302 stations~ 
which includes a few independent stations as well as. those on the Mu
tual Broadcasting System. Our present budget will not allow us to add 
stations at this time, although hundreds of them have asked for oun 
program. We may report that we receive mail from every State, from 
every province in Canc,tda, from the Hawaiian Islands, and frqm cer
tain sections of Mexico. Without a doubt we are reaching millions 
of people. Mutual network authorities have estimated our audience at 
ten million every Sunday. 

We have been offered a very excellent half-hour period in the after
noon on the American Broadcasting System, another large network 
which would virtnaUy double our audience in many places. It would 
add approximately $2,000.00 per week to our total cost. What an op
portunity to reach an entirely different group of people! Radio statis
tics and our own experience prove that the afternoon audience is not 
the same as the one we now have in the morning. However, at pres
ent our budget will not permit us to accept this opportunity. We 
would like to have Synod take nO.te of this exceptional offer, and if the 
time is still available when Synod meets we will try to come with fur
ther recommendation concerning this matter in our Supplementary 
Report. 

D. THE RADIO MINISTER. 

Synod of 1949 reappointed the Rev. Peter H. Eldersveld indefinite
ly to the position of Radio Minister, and decided to ask his Consistory 
(Bethany, South Holland, Illinois) to extend his leave of absence in
definitely. Dr. Ralph J. Danhof, Stated Clerk of Synod, will no doubt 
report to Synod. Rev. Eldersveld accepted the. appointment, and his 
Consistory extended his leave of absence. 
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God has richly blessed our Radio Minister, the Rev. Peter H. El
dersveld, with health and strength. Not once has' he been prevented 
from bringing the message on the weekly broadcast: The increasing 
number of letters testify how highly he is respected - by ministers 
of almost every denomination, by those in places .of authority, by pro
fessional men in every domain of life, and by the common folks. We 
know that there are hundreds of people of all races, including the 
colored people, in our radio audience. We beseech the Church to re
member our Radio Minister in its prayers. 

Last summer we chose two of our ministers from the West Coast, 
the Revs. Frank De Jong of California and John Schuurmann of 
Washington, along with Professor George Stab to be our summer 
guest speakers. We are grateful for their willingness to serve in this 
capacity and for the splendid messages they delivered. Many fine com
_ments were received from our audience. 

Your Committe.e is of the opinion that our Radio Minister, in addi
tion to preparing and delivering the messages, should have complete 
control over the program, and supervise the work of the Back to God 
Hour. In .addition to these duties we are of the opinion that he should 
promote the cause both within and without our circles. 

Our Radio Minister's activity is constantly expanding. (See report 
on his activities under the article on Follow-Up Work.) It IS becom
ing increasingly apparent that the work is growing so rapidly that our 
Radio Minister is becoming over-burdened. We feel the need of pro
viding him with more help. In our Supplementary Report to Synod 
we may be able to give a definite recommendation along this line. 

II. RESPONSE TO OUR PROGRAM 

A. RADIO MAIL. 

On the basis of the mail received during the past year we have good 
. reasons to believe that the number who actually listen to our program 

is growing by leaps and bounds. But even so, the fact remains that 
most people just don't sit down very often to write a letter or a card 
in response to a religious program, especially when nothing is offered 
in return. Thus far The Back to God Hour has not made use of any 
inducements, nor have we made any ,appeals for money through the 
literature which we send out free of charge. Figures are often cold, 
but when we inform Synod that during the six month period of Sep
tember, 1949, through February, 1950, we have received 42;152 letters 
and cards, surely we have reasons to magnify our God. If we break 
down these figures we see that the average is 1,621 pieces of mail per 
week in this period. The State of New York has forged out in front, 
closely followed by California, Illinois, and Michigan. States through
out the Union where we have no locaL congregations' keep on sending 
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large amounts of mail. We mention especially Alabama, Florida, Geor
gia, Mississippi, Tennessee, and Texas. We should note especially 
the eastern section with its Modernism and Humanism. V ~ry encour~ 
aging letters come to us from Connecticut, JvIaine, Maryland, and 
Massachusetts. -

We do not have space here to give more than just a few representa
tive responses from listeners. They are typical of many others. From 
Salt Lake City, Utah: "I would like to be placed on your monthly 
mailing list. My husband and children are beginning to listen and 
believe .. :" From Pasadena, California: "This is not just another 
radio letter, only a 'thank you' from the bottom of our hearts for 
what your broadcasts have done for our family. You have been an in
spiration and help in OUf Christian life. We now see many of the pit~ 
falls we might not have seen otherwise. A brother in Santa Rosa, 
while trying to get something on his radio, accidentally got your pro
gram. This was several months ago and he still listens every Sunday. 
God is pulling at his heart' strings and I truly believe he is coming out 
of darkness into light ... " From Oak Terrace, Minnesota: "Many 
thanks for your Sunday broadcasts, which I enjoy very much. I. am 
a back-slidden, shut-in Christian seeking to forsake every thing of the 
flesh and of the world and to return to my first love. Your broadcasts 
humble me much before the Lord, and that's what I need. Particular
ly did your last message 'strike home,' and it' has led me to more 
prayer and humility before God." 

B. FOLLOW-UP WORK. 

1. OUf Synodical mandate is: "to carryon such experimental work 
(follow-up work) and if possible come with a definite proposal to 
the next Synod in connection with this work." Your Committee has 
devoted considerable time and thought to this matter. 

2. During the past year our Committee had a conference with a 
sub-committee of the Executive Committee for Home Missions. After 
a long discussion about the best methods to pursue, the domain of each 
committee, and the great need of carrying 011 this follow-up work, a 
sub-committee of our Radio Committee met with the General Com
mittee for Home Missions on February 8, 1950. The following deci
sion was taken: "Consequent to this discussion the Revs. H. Baker, 
M. Van Dyke, J. M. Vande Kieft, and H. Blystra were appointed to 
study, in conjunction with the appointed representatives of the Radio 
Committee, the method of cooperation between the Radio Committee 
and the General Committee for Home Missions, in the field of evan
gelization. " 

3. After considerable thought and discussion your Committee has 
drawn up a Three Point Program for follow-up work. We would like 
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to submit it for your approval, togetber with the efforts we have made 
to carry it out. 

a. Follow-up work through the mail. 

By this we mean using the channels open to us through' correspond
ence with our listeners, such as: 

(1) The printed messages. We are now sending out 32,000 copies 
of the weekly printed message. Most of these are distributed by peo
ple outside our Churches. One can easily understand the influence we 
have in this way. Many ministers of other churches are asking -for 
our' messages to give to their people, and' in that connection they are 
advertising our broadcast in their church bulletins and on outside bul-
letin boards. . 

(2) Tracts provided by our own denominational Tract Committee 
are being' sent to our listeners. 

( 3) We have made a small beginning in the work of preparing 
pamphlets on specific subjects which may be used in dealing with 
particular problems presented by the listening audience. Also we take 
opportunity to distribute our Psalter Hymnal, with our Confessional 
Standards, and other books by Reformed writers. Furthermore, we 
are _sending Qut, as occasion permits, sample 'copies of our \publica
tions, such 'as, The Banner, . Calvin- Forum, Sunday School literature, 
etc. 

(4) The largest project under this heading is our new Back to God 
Family Altar. And on this we want to report in greater detail. 

For several years we have offered the Daily Manna Calendar to our 
listeners. Each year the number of requests increased. This interest 
on the part of our audience and willingness to write in for such a 
calendar led to a suggestion by our Radio Minister that we prepare 
something more extensive for our' listeners which would give us more 
than a casual contact with thein. We are convinced that in th,ousands 
of our American homes the family altar has 'disappe,ared, and that we 
can do something to re-establish them. 

Consequently, under the direction of our Radio Minister, plans were 
made for publishing The Back to God Family Altar. It was decided 
to publish it in twelve monthly booklets, with Scripture reading, medi
tation, ,and prayer for each day of the week; and a series of questions 
for further study at the end of each month. Twelve of our ministers 
were asked to be contributors, each one taking a month: Revs: J. 
Vander Ploeg, Wm. Kok, F, M. Huizenga, R. Veenstra, P. Van 
Tuinen, F. De Jong, J. M. Ghysels, J. H. Kromminga, L. Greenway, 
L. Veltkamp, E. B. Pekelder, and D. H. Walters. We are seeking to 
make each month a unit in itself, so that the reader would follow a 
consistent line of Scripture exposition throughout the days of that 
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'month, and would have a unified- picture of the material covered in 
the claily meditations.- Moreover, emphasis has been placed' upon the 
importance' of 'writing specifically along evangelical lines f01", the' vast 
numbers in our radio audience who are unacquainted with Scripture 
ancl our system of Christian Truth. 

The response so far'has been, most gratifying - far in excess of our' 
fondest expectations. We planned to print only 5,000 copies for the 
first month, but in the first week that the FAMILY ALTAR was 
offered we received almost 10,000 requests. To date (March 1, 1950) 
there are over 25,000 homes using the FAMILY ALTAR, and that 
number is growing every day. It w·ill certainly reach 30,000 by April 
1st. (Only a very small percentage of them are Christian Reformed 
homes.) 

Synod can appreciate )vhat an immense mission field this has opened 
up to us t 30,000 homes where our Church is conducting family worship 
each day t Although this is an expensive project as such, nevertheless 
it is a very inexpensive way to reach so many people. Consider what 
it would cost to send a representative from our Church to 30,000 h9mes 
each 'day in the week to read Scripture and discuss it briefly and offer 
prayer. We believe this project proves that the radio broadcast can 
be used in yarious ways to enter the homes -of bur American people 
with Reformed literature. We Hope to expand in this direction as 
opportunity and financial meanS permit. 

Regarding the expense involved in the FAMILY ALTAR project, 
we would like to make mention of the fact that it has also increased our 
receipts from voluntary gifts from listeners and readers. Many of them 
have been so profuse in their thanks for the FAMILY ALTAR, that 
they _ have sent in generous contributions, which, of course, are not 
solicited by us in any way. 

B. FOLLOW-UP WORK BY PERSONAL CALLS. 

(1) For some time the Rev. Henry Baker, Vive-President of our 
Committee has been in charge of sending the mail to ministers and 
missionaries who then call on our listeners in their respective areas. 
This has become a tremendous task for anyone to carry on in addition 
to his regular pastoral work. Rev. Baker has done it very well, and 
has brought into this work his experience as Home Missionary at 
Large. There have been reports from certain se~tions indicating that 
our listeners appreciate this service and that some of them have attended 
our services, and that in some cases 'further instruction, with a view to 
membership in our Church, has been requested. 

(2) In order t~ reach out into the cities where we have many listen
ers, but do not have a Church or Mission of our own, we -have asked 
certain ministers to follow up our t:nai1 in selected communities. Dur-
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ing the past year Rev. Harold Dekker has visited Brooklyn, N cw 
York; Rev. John Ehlers visited Columbus, Ohio; and Rev. R. De 
Ridder has made a survey in Topeka, Kansas; while the Rev. Frank 
De Jong canvassed sections of Los Angeles County, California. OUf 

Secretary, Rev. E. B. Pekelder, has been asked to visit Baltimore, 
,Maryland, in April. We have hundreds of'listeners in these plac,es and 
in this way they can be approached personally. These canvasses reveal 
that we are reaching a cross-section of the average American home. 
Most of these tune in "accidentally", and many of them are very active 
in acquainting others with our program. This is done by letter, by 
personal contact, and by passing on literature of the broadcast. 

(3) The Rev. John Ehlers, also a member of am" COlluliittee, h~s 
undertaken the task of directing a nation-\vick canvass in which all of 
our Churches have been asked to participate. vVe "vill not be able to 
give -a complete report on this subject until after the canvass has been 
completed ii1 the first part of April. Our purpose in this effort is 1O 
advertise our broadcast in the communities where our Chnrches an,] 
Missions are found and, at the same time, to locate, if possible, those 
with "vhom more intensive spiritual work should be done. One con
sideration that led us to institute this canvass is the fact that, out of all 
the mail we receive a proportionately smal( amount comes from the 
communities where our Churches arc located. 

C. FOLLo\v-up \rVO~K BY PERSO:;-LA.L }\PPEAR.AXCES OI~- OUR RADIO 

MINISTER. 

This part 'of OUr radio effort ha,s also been considerably enlarged. 
We have learned something of the value of public Rallies where the 
"outsiders" can make more intimate contact with our, Radio ]\.1inister, 
and with the local Churches of our denomination. During the Reforma
tion season Rallies were held in Lvnden and Oak Harbor, Washington; 
Berkeley, Ripon, and Norwalk, California; New Holland, South Da
kota; Willmar, Minnesota; Granel Rapids and :Muskcgon, Michigan; 
Peterson and Pas?aic, Nev\T Jersey; and Vlest Sayville, New York. 
'-\lith the Radio Choir, on its spring yacation tour, he conducted Rallies 
at Cleveland, Ohio; Rochester and Palmyra, New York; Paterson, New 
Jersey; \i\7hitinsville, J\1assachusett~ ; and Detroit, Michigan. The 
latest Rally "ras held at Kalamazoo, IvIichigan, ''lith excellent success. 
Details .of these various Rallies have been published in ottr papers. 
Future Rallies are planned for Worthington" Minnesota, and Denver, 
Colorado; and during the college spring vacation the Choir and Rev. 
Eldersveld will appear in Fulton, Illinois; Oskaloosa, Pella, Grundy 
Center, Orange City, and Sheldon, Iowa; Corsica, South Dakota; 
Edgertoll, \iVillmar, Minneapolis, and Pease ]VIinnesota;' and in Chicago, 
Illinois. 
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In this connection your Committee wishes to report that our local 
Churches and organizations have been most helpful in sponsoring 
Rallies and other meetings ,where the cause can be brought, not only 
to our own people, but to the Houtsiders", who are thus in'vited to 
make closer contact with our Church and its message locally and de
nominationally. We feel this work of public relations is a great mis
sionary opportunity and challenge. 

III. FINANCES. 
A. TREASURER'S REPORT FOR THE F,SCAL YEAR 1949. (Attached) 

B. YOUTH RADIO FUND. 

The Young Calvinist was again so kind as to give space for reporting 
gifts from our you,ng people's groups. IWe express our gratitude to the 
Editor, Richard Postma, to the leaders of these young people's organiz~
tions, as well as to the young people themselves, who during the, yeal: 
contributed $9,278.70 for our broadcasting activities! May our youth 
remain "Back to, God Hour conscious!" 

C. CONTRIBUTIONS FROM OUR CHURCHES IN ADDITION TO THE QUOTA. 

Because our quota is not adequate to provide completelY for meeting 
our budget, previous Synods have authorized us to solicit additional 
funds from our people. We 'want to call attention to the generous 
support that has ,come to us in this way from individuals, societies, 
leagues, Sunday Schools, and Churches. Especially would we call at-
tention to the fact that certain groups have undertaken the cost of a 
specific part of the broadcast expenses, such as local station time, ad
vertising, and the cost of "feeding" the program from ,Grand Rapids to 
the network station in Chicago. All these contributions have been most 
essential to the expansion of the program during the past year. 

D. A complete Report of our Treasurer, properly audited by the 
Wynn M. Wagner and Company, Certified Public Accounts of Chicago, 
Illinois, will be presented to the Budget Committee of Synod. 

E. A Supplementary Report of our finances from January 1, 1950 
to June 1, 1950 will be forwarded to Synod, D.V. 

F. Proposed Budget for 1951 will be included in our Supplementary 
Report, together V-lith our recoi:llmendation reg~rding the quota. 

IV. MATTERS WI-nCH REQUIRE SYNODICAL ACTION. 

1. We recommend that Synod express its appreciation and gratitude 
to our Radio IVIinister and to those \vho brought the m,essages during 
the summer months; to Professor James De J onge for his excellent 
services rendered, as Director of ]\fusic and to the members of our 
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Radio Choir; to our Business Manager, the office staff, and to all tho,. ' 
who have made some contribution to this phase of mission activity in 
calling men Back to God. 

2. That Synod appoint a Comn1ittee to carryon these labors. 

3. Other matters, referred to above, which will require Synodical 
action, will be given more definite recommendations in our Supple
mentary Report. 

We earnestly pray that the Spirit of God may qualify you in your 
deliberations and de~isions anent radio work, as well as in all other 
matters .. 

Humbly submitted, 
D. H. WALTERS, President 
HENRY BAKER, Vice-President 
E. B. PEKELDER, S ecretar}, 
LAMBERT BERE, Treasurer 
WILLIAM KOK 

JOHN EHLERS 

JACOB VAN-'T ROF 

PETER DAMSMA 

J Acon DE JAGER 
ANTHONY MEETER 

BACK TO GOD HOUR 
Comparative Financial Report, December 31, 1948; t.o December 31, 1949 

OPERATING RECEIPTS 

1949 1948 
Synodical Quotas ........................ $177,406.43 
Churches . ____ ..... ___ .......................... 6,453.72 
Organizations .............................. 32,013.42 
Individuals .................................... 48,632.68 
Other Receipts .............................. 1,684.37 

Total Operating Receipts .......... $266,191.12 

$149,660.91 
9,028.28 

33,309.53 
50,879.71 

771.58 

$243,650.01 

OPERATING .DISBURSEMENTS 
Broadcasting: 

Mutual System .................... $172,022.10 
Others and Recording.......... 54,887.35 

Advertising and Publishing...... 24,423.00 
Salaries & Comm. ,Expense .... ,.. 15,755.81 
Printing and Supplies................ 2,135.50 
Other Expenses .......................... 8,798.47 

Detail; 
Travel & Auto 

Expense ...... $1,821.09 
Choir - Travel, 

& Expense .... 1,946.65 

$137,192.15 
55,512.20 
28,239.06 
13,668.96 
3,449.63 
5,222.95 

. Inc. or Dec. 
$ 27,745.52+ 

2,574.56~ 

1,296.11~ 

2,247.03~ 

913.29+ 

$ 22,541.11 + 

$ 34,829.95 + 
624.85~ 

3,816.06~ 

2,086.85+ 
1,314.13-
3,575.52+ 
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Rent & Office .... 
Office Equip. 

& Rep .......... . 
Music & 

Organ Adj ..... 
Manse: 

Rep. & Maint. 
Taxes _. _______ _ 

Books for resale 
'Telephone ..... __ _ 
Special Services 
(Writers of Fam-

ily Altar, etc.) 
Interest ... _____ .. 
J. Kuiper -

Expenses .... __ 
Insurance , ...... . 
Christmas 

Gifts ........... . 
Audit ............... . 
Exchange, Ex

press & Mis
cellaneous ~ .. __ . 

SUPPLEMENT 15 

900.00 

211.60 

2;;3.92 

543.00 
398.84 
675.10 
658.12 
535.01 

262.50 

191.66 
127.82 

100.00 
75.00 

98.16· 

, .229 

Total Oper. Disbursements .... $278,022.23... $243,284.95. $·'34,~37.28+ 
Operating Disbursements 

over Receipts ..... : ................ $ 11,831.11 '$ (365.06) $ 11,466.05+ 

Bal. Dec. 31, 1949 ........................ $ 18,623.57 
Operating Deficit ........................ 11,881.11 

Bal. Dec. 31, 1949 ........................ $ 6,792.46 
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. SUPPLEMENT NO. 15·A 
(Arts. 86, 102; 157) 

BACK TO GOD HOUR 

1. Synod \\Till note from the financial statement.attached that oilT'oper
ating deficit for the first five months of 1950 is largely due to the 
wholly unexpected success of The FG11til)! Altar, which was begl111 in 
1949 (see Agenda, pages 90, 91). In order to meet this deficit we 
have appealed to our consistories for an extra offering in 1950, and 
to our constituency in general through advertisements in The Banner. 
""'lie trust that the response to these appeals, togethel" with tl'1C increas
ing voluntary contributions from the readers of The· Fan~il:y Altar, 
will make up this deficit by the end of 1950. 

II. Proposed Budg'et for 1951 for The Back to God Hour: 
ANTICIPATED RECEIPTS 

Synodical Quotas ............................................................ $175,000.00 
Church and Society Offerings _______ .... _____ .. ________________ ...... 38,000.00 
Individual Contributions ..................... __ ............. .......... 47,000.00 

Total .............. .. 

BUDGET FOR EXPENDITURES 
Salary for Ordained \Vol'ker .......................... __ ............ $ 4,500.00 
.\Vorkers for Special Services .... , ............... :................. 2,000,00 
Administrative, Office, Committee .. __ .; .... __ ......... ____ ..... 12,400.00 
Taxes on Manse ..... __ .-' ............ __ ............ __ ....................... 400.00 
Broadcasting ......... __ ........................................ __ ..... __ ........ 206,000.00 
Advertising Propaganda ..... __ ........ __ ............................. 25,000.00 
(includes printed sermons, ads, publicity for Rallies) 
Interest on Debts .................................... .. 
Purchase of EquipmenL ....................... . 
Automobile and Travel Expense ............... .-
Office Rent .... . .................... . 
Repairing and Decol'ating ......... __ .......... .. 
Telephone .................................................. . 

,Traveling, Choil', Rallies ................ .. 
.Other Disbursements 

Total ................. .. 

300.00 
1,000.00 
2,000.00 
1,200.00 

300.00 
700.00 

2,000.00 
200.00 

III. Proposed Budget for The Family Altar for 1951. 

~,260,OOO.00 

$260,000.00 

Due to our limited experience \vith this new follow-up project (see 
Agenda, pages 90, 91), it is rather difficult lor us to propose an exact 
budget for it at this time. 'Ale cam10t foresee ,vhether the demand for 
it will continue to be so large in the future. However, to 0late (June 
8, 1950) over 33,000 homes are receiving a11d using The Famil'J! Altar, 
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and that number is steadily growing. We' have good reason to expect 
that it will reach 70,000 by the end of 1951. . 

. , 
So far we have been publishing The F,amily Altar at an average 

cost of $1.00 per reader per year. But _ we have been constantly seek
ing ways and means to cut that cost. At this writing (June 8, 1950) 
\ve have just received a ne\v and extremely favorable offer from Ollr 

Chicago printer, and at the same time \Vt:: have been able to make ar
rangements with postal authorities to experiment with another method 
of mailing which \vill make a considerable reduction in lnailing ex
pense. This means that we will be able to .cut the total cost of The 
Fa1nily Altar at least 25.% beginning ~Tith'the August issue. There
fore' we have revised our earlier estimate, and may nOw propose the 
following budget for 1951: . 

ANTICIPATED RECEIPTS 
From Synodical Quotas_ ... ___ .... , ............ _., .. '. __ ""~,, ....... $ 35,000.00 
From Voluntary Contributio'ns..... ~7,500.00 

'Total .... 

BUDGET FOR EXPENDITURES 
70,000 Family Altars at 751: ,each pel; year 

$ 52,500.00 

$ 52,500.00 

, IV. Matters Requiring Synodical Action ( see also Agenda, page 93) 
1. V'Ve ,r~commend 'that Synod gratefully acknowledge the bless

ings of God upon Oll1~ Back to God l-1our, and advise the Radio Com
mittee regarding the many .opportunities for enlargement and expan
sion (sec Agenda, page 87, C). Synod will note that our budget and 
quota make no allowance for taking advantage of these opportunities 
\yhich are constantly arising. 

2. \Ve recomniend that Synod gratefully acknowledge the blessings 
of God upon the new follow-up efforts begun ,in .1949; and lha.! Synod 
approve" the "three-point progrc.tni." fai· follO\\;-up' work (see' Agenda, 
pages 89-92, B); and that Synod' approve in general the work, that 
has been accomplished under this program, and in particular:' .. 

a. The Family Altar. 
b. The experimental work in caII'ing' Oi1 our listeners in cities ~vhere 

we have 110 churches, the national canvass, and the attempt~ ~ to 
correlate this vwrk \vith the ",vork of Home :?\,iissions. 

c. The Radio Rfllies in various com111ul1'ities' in cooperation with 
our local Churches. 

3. \\Te recommend that Synod express its appreciation ~nd"gnj.ti
tude to those who have served as ",vritcrs for' The Fwnily Altar, to 
those ""rho have served. in calling on our listeners as part of Our fol
low-up work, and to those who have served in the national canvass. 
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,4, vVe recommend that SYI)od express its appreciation and grat;
tuele to the many organizations of our Churches for their special of
ferings and contributions toward this cause, and particularly to' th~ 
young people's _societies 'and lep.gues, as well as The Yottng Calv-inist, 
for the very generous support, that has come by way of The Youth 
Hadia Fund. 

S, vVe recommend that Synod set a quota of $5.00 per family for 
The Bac!, to God Hour for 1951, with the understanding that the bal
ance necessary to meet our budget be raised by means of speci,!l of
ferings from our Churches and ,organizations, and by means of volun
tary contributions coming through the mail. 

6. We recommend that Synod set a quota of $1.00 per family for 
The Fam'iiy Altor for 1951, the balance necessary to meet Our budget 
to be raised by means of vOluutary contributions corning from the 
readers. 

Our Hadio Minister and Mr. J. De Jager have been appointed to 
represent our Committee at Synod. 

<,,\Vith earnest praycJ;' for. the guidance of God in all matters before. 
Synod, 

Humbly submitted, 
D. R. \VALTERS, President 
H .. BAKER, Vice-Pre~ent 
E. B. PEKELDER, S ecretury 
L. BERE, Treasurer 
P. DAMsMA 

'J •. DE JAGER 

J. EHLERS 

W. KOK 

A. MEETER 

J. VAN'T ROF 

FINANCIAL REPORT, DECEMBER 31, 1949, TO MAY 31, 1950 
RECEIPTS 

Synodical Quotas _" __ ~_' __ ._"'_"'_" ___ '_" ______ '''''''_'''' __ ' _____ ' __ .$ 72,241.69 
Churches _________ .... ___ ... __________ .. ____ ... ______ . _____ " 5,135.71 
Ol'g'anizations _____ ..... _. __ . ___ ...... _____ .... __ ................... 14,557.20 

(Includes collections at Radio Rallies) 
Individuals ____ ... _. ___ .. __ . ___ , __ ,_. __ .... _ ........ '_... 24,934.26 

. Other Receipts ____ " __ .. __ ...... ____ . ________ . ___ .............. ___ .__ 458.79 

Total Receipts .. , ............. "., .... "." ............... $117,327.65 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Radio Broadcasting' .. _ .. ; ____ ...... _._._.'. .. _._c ________ .. ___ . __ • __ . __ • __ .$~ 96,205.25 
Salaries: 

Radio Minister ____ ._ ... __ .. _________ .. _____ ... _$ 1.,875.00 
Administrative and Office ___ .. ____ . ___ .__ 7,61.4.36 
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Advertising Propaganda" ._ .. _._ .... _ .. _ ... _...................... ..... 23,656.05 
(Reprints of Radio Sermol1s, Family Altar, 
Postage, included in this item) 

Light and Power ........ __ ..... ___ .... __ ......... . 
Insurance . __ ............... __ . __ .... ____ .... _____ ...... . 
Interest ____ .... __ .. _._._._ .................................. __ 
Miscellaneous __ . __ ...... __ ............. _ ......... _ .... __ ...... __ .......... . 

27.40 
209.41 
262.50 
160.75 

Office Supplies ................... :. ___ ......... __ .......... _ ..... _._ ....... . 1,383.36 
3,995.42 

350.00 
1,544.27 

470.00 
29<1.58 

Purchase of Equipment_._ ... ~ .. _ ... __ .... : ........... .. 
Auto Expense ........ _ ... __ .................. ___ ... . 
'Choir (Transportation) _, __ .... _ ... _______________ ' ________________ _ 
Rent (Office) .................................................................. . 
Telephone _____________________ _ ____________ 0 ___ _ 

Traveling (includes Choir Tou!O other than 
transportation) _____ 0. ____________________________ • _________________ _ 969.16 

Total, 'Disbursements ______ o _______ • _____________ 
o

• ____ $139,917 .51 
Receipts ________ .. ___________ . __________________________________________ . ___ .. _____ . 117,327.65 

Operating Disbursements over Receipts 

Balance December 31, 1949 _____ __ 
Borrowed Funds _____ _ 

Operating Disbursements over Receipts_ ... 

Cash Balance May 31, 1950 ______ _ 

.. $ 6,792.46 
15,000.00 

$ 21,792.46 
.. 21,689.86 

.... $ 102.60 
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$ 21,689.86 

LAMBERT BERE, Treasurer. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT NO. 15·B 
BACK TO GOD HOUR 

(Arts. 86, 102, 157) 

To the Synod of the Ch"istian Refbrmed Church: 
ESTEEMED BRETl-IREK: 

TH~ following r~con:ll11endation arises hom .our Jomt discussions 
'wlth representatives of the Gene'ral CommIttee for Home l\1is·· 

sians regarding the problem of cooperation between our hvo commit
,tees in the matter of doing follov,,-up \vork. These j o'int discussions 
have been very profitable in helping us to appreciate our COU1111on re
sponsibilities and the great, challenging opportunities for evangeliza
tion resulting from the Radio Broadcast: 

Therefore: 

vVe recommend that, Synod instruct the General COlTI111ittee for 
Home IVIissions to call a missionary ,ybose task it shall be to carry Oil 

the work of evangelization specifically in connection with the foHmv
up program of The Back to God J-lour. It is understood that the mis
sionary's labors \vill be outlined by the Executive COlTIlnittee for 
Home Missions in consultation with the Hadio Committee. 

(For materials bearing on this recommendation see: Agenda, 1950, 
p. 89ft, and Supplementary Report IV, 2.) 

Humbly submitted, 
The Back to God Hour Committee 

E. B~ PEKELDER~ Secretary 



l 
} 

SUPPLElIIE~T 16 

SUPPLEMENT NO. 16 
(Arts. 61, 157) . 

THE MINISTERS' PENSION AND RELIEF 
ADMINISTRATION 

To the Synod of 1950, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 
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T HE Board of Trustees oi the Ministers' Pension and Relief Ad
ministration he~eV'.rith respectfully submits its annual report to 

your honorable body. 

The Board is composed oi Mr. N. Hendrikse, President; the Rev. 
B. 'Tan Someren, Vice-President; the Rev. J. O. Botlwsma~ Secretary; 
:Mr. F. L. V\Tinter, Treasurer; and IVIr. 'li.l. H. :]Joel', Vice-Secretary
Treasurer. 

The Alternates are: Mr. G. Doornbos, Mr. G. B. Tinholt, the Rev. 
\'1. Reinsma, Mr. B. De Jager, and the Rev. T. Yff. 

The appointment of members, Mr. N. Hendrikse and Mr. F: L. 
V\Tinter, and of alternate, Mr. G. Doornbos, expires at this time. 

The following pensioners departed this life since our last report: 
The Rev. B. H. Einink, the Rev. \'1. Terpsma, Mrs. T. Vander Ark, 

, the Rev. J. B. Hoekstra, the Rev. R. L. Haan, the Rev. K. Bergsma, 
and the Rev. H. Vander \Voude, ' 

Emeritation has been granted to the Rev. J. J. Weersing bY,Classis 
California on the ground of the Church Order, Article 13, his emerita
tion became effective Oct. 1, 1949; to the Rev. C. Maring by Classis 
Minnesota on the grounds of years of service and ill health, the emerita
tion became effeclive Nov. 1, 1949; to the Rev. D. Flietstra by Classis 
Pacific on the ground of ill health, his. emeritation became effective 
Dec. 1, 1949 .. 

The Rev. J. P. De Vries departed this life Sept. 30, 1949 and tbe 
Rev. L. Trap, Feb. 23, 1950. Their wido\vs became pensioners. 

The number of pensioners, as of Feb. 14: 1950, was 107, 41 ministers 
and 66 widows. ' 

THE MINISTERS' PENSION FUND 

The Rules stipulate that the average salary of our mInIsters shall 
be determined on or before March 1st. The salaries of 268 ministers 
were reported. The average salary of those 268 ministers is $3,354.67. A 
statement with the names of those 268 ministers and the amount of the ~ 

saJary of each minister is available f01: Synod. 
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The 1950 pension of a minister - 50% of that average salary and 
computed at the nearest multiple of 10 - is $1,680.00, an increase of 
$160.00. The 1950 pension of a widow - 40% of that average salary 
and computed at the nearest multiple of 10 - is $1,340.00, an increase 
of $120.00. 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
January 1, 194,9, to Decembel" 31, 1949 

CURRENT PENSION FUND 

RECEIPTS 
From Classical Treasurers, Quota .............................. $116,528.03 
From Ministers, 3 % % of Salary.................................. 41,208.84 
From Interest ................ __ . __ ................... ___ . __ ........ __ ...... _... 1,588.86 
Donations ........................ __ .. __ ............................... __ .......... ." 100.00 

TotaL ..................................................... . 
Cash Balance, January 1, 1949 .... __ . ____ ... __ . __ ........... ~ .. _ .. 

Total ......................................................... .. 

DISBURSEMENTS 
,Pensions to Ministers. ____ .. __ . ____ ... ______ ... ____ .... __ ., ______ .. __ .. __ $ 
Pensions to Widows ____ .. ______ ... __ . ____ . ____ ..... ___ .. ______ ........... .. 
Administrative Expenditures __ .. __ .. __ .... __ ... __ ...... ____ ..... .. 

TotaL ........................................................ . 

Balance, December 31, 1949 __ . ____ . __ ......... __ ... ____ ... __ ......... . 

RESERVE PENSION FUND 
RECEIPTS 

65,475.00 
69,961.33 
1,371.07 

Investments Matured __ . __ ..................... __ ... ____ ..... ____ ........ $ 10,000.00 
Increment in value, U. S. Bonds ............. ____ ....... ____ .... __ 230.00 

TotaL ........................................................... .. 
Balance, ~anuary 1, 1949 __ . ______ ... ________ .. ____ . _________ . __ ._ .. __ . __ 

Total, December 31, 1949 .... __ ...... : .. __ ........ . 

DISBuRSEMENTS 
Purchase of U. S. Securities ... : .... __ ... ______ ... __ .: .......... ____ $ 10,000.00 

TotaL ............ _ ....................................... .. 

Balance, December 31, 1949 __ .: __ ....... __ .. __ . __________ ...... __ __ 

The $70,090.00 is invested ill United States Securities. 

$159,42fi.73 
12,425.75 

$171,851.48 

$136,807.40 

$ 35,044.08 

$ 10,230.00 
70,860.00 

$ 81,090.00 , 

$ io,ooo.OO 
$ 71,090.00 

A detailed statement of receipts, disbursements and present assets 
of the above Funds, certified by Maihofer, Moore & De Long, Certified 
Public Accounts, will be given to Synod. 

Vi,l e submit an estimate of OUr 1951 receipts and disbursements. 
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THE MINISTERS" PENSION AND RELIEF 
ADMINISTRA.TION REPORT 

ESTIMATED RECEIPTS 
From the Quota, $3.25 per family ........ : ..................... $1l5,690.25 
From Ministers, 31h% of Salary................................ 87,571.20. 
From Interest ............................... : ........ ;......................... ,1,60.0.0.0. 

TotaL 
ESTIMATED DISBURSEMENTS 

To Pensioners: 
Ministers _____ _ _______________ " ______________________ " ___ , __________ $ 67,950.00 
Widows _____________________ ""_______________________________________________ 80,310.00 

Additional Pensions* .............................................. 4,0.0.0.0.0 
Administrative Expenditures ....... :........................ 1,80.0..0'0. 

TotaL ______________________________________________________ ,,_ 
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$154,861.45 

$153,560.00 

Balance ________________________________________________________________________________ $ 1,301.45 

That balance is, small, very small. I·Iowever, \ve are loathe to re
quest an increase in the quota hecause the 1949 Synod increased it and 
because we could begin 1950 with a good balance due to the fact that 
some Churches paid .in 1949 quota-arrearages_ We appreciate the 
splendid support given by the Churche's to our Ministers' Pension Fund. 
That is gratifying_ 

THE 'l\1rNISTERS' RELIEF FUND 

This Fund was established, to aid those ministers, widows and orphans 
whose pensions are inadequate because of adverse circumstances. It 
is maintained by free-will offerings by ihe Churches_ The Rules author
ize the Board to inform the Church when an offering is needed_ We 
are grateful and happy to be able to inform Synod that it is not neces
sary to ask a free-\oyill offering this year as there is a good balance on 
hand. - CURRENT RELIEF FUND 

January 1, 1949, to December 31, 1949 
RECEIPTS 

From Classical Treasurers ............... __ . __ ..... __ ................. $ 1,598_69 
From Interest ........ . ........................... __ ....... __ ...... . 437.50 
'From Individuals .................. __ ... . .................... . 450.00 

TotaL _______________________________________________________ _ 

Balance, January 1, 1949 ............................................ . 

Total _______ . __ . __________________________________________ > __ _ 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Payments to Beneficiaries: 

Ministers ...................................................................... $ 991.00 
Widows ........................................... . .............. . 900.00 

TotaL __________________________ _ 

Bal.ance, December 31, 1949~ ......... .. 

$ 2,486.19 
14,221.89 

$ 16,708.08 

$ 1,891.00 

.$ 14,817.08 
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RESERVE RELIEF FUND 
January 1,' 1949, to December 31, 1949 

RECEIPTS 
Increment on United States Sec-q.rities __________ . __ . ___ .... ___ $ 497.80 
Balance, January 1, 1949 _________________ . _____ .. __ . ____ . ____ .________ 40,402.60 

Total, DeceIl?-ber 31, 1949 __ ._. __ . ____ . __ . ____ .. ___ _ $ 40,900.40 

.. The aVerage annual increase in the number of pensioners has been approxinlately three. 

DISBURSEMENTS 

None 

The $40,900.40 is invested in United States Securities. 
A detailed. statement of the receipts, disbursements and present assets 

of the above Relief Funds, certified by the Auditing Firm, Maihofer, 
Moore & De Long, will be given to Synod. 

The Rules stipulate that the report of the disbursements from the 
Ministers' Relief Fund shall be submitted to the Advisory Committee 
and, if Synod so desires, to Synod itself in Executive Session. 

THE CONDITION OF THE FUNDS, DECEMBER 31, 1949 
FUNDS CASH 

CUrrent Pension . ____________ . ___________ . __ $ 35,044.08 
Current Relief .............................. 14,817.08 
Reserve Pension ____ . ___ . _________ . ________ . _____ . ________ ._._._ 
Reserve Relief _____ . ___ . ________________ . ______________________ _ 

SECURITIES 

71,090.00 
40,900.40 

Totals .............................. , ... $ 49,861.16* $111,990.40 

TOTALS 

$ 35,044.08 
14,817.08 
71,090.00 
40,900.40 

$161,851.56 

$ The Cash, $49,861.16, was in Savings and Commercial AC'counts in Grand Ravids and 
Muskegon Bank. 

,A brief resume' follows: 
PENSION* RELIEF* TOTALS 

Fund Balances, Jan. 1, 1949 ........ $ 83,285.75 $ 54,624.49 $137,910.24 
Fund Receipts, 1949 -_ .. _-----_._-_._--_.- 169,655.73 2,983.99 172,639.72 

Totals .......................... $252,941.48 $ 57,608.48 $310,549.96 
Fund Disbursements -------------------_.- 146,807.40 1,891.00 148,698.40 

Fund Balances, Dec. 31, 1949 ...... $106,134.08 $ 55,717.48 $161,851.56 

• Both Current and Reserve Funds are inc1udled_ 

In conclusion, let us say that the entire cost of administering the 
above Funds in 1949 was considerably less than one per cent of the 
moneys received. 

Respectfully submitted, 
, J. O. BOUWSMA, Secretary 

P_ S. Classis Ostfriesland granted emeritation to the Rev_ D. H. 
PIes scher, pastor of the Kanawha Christian Reformed Church, on 
the ground of ill health. The emeritation became effective April 1, 1950 

J. O. BouWSMA, Secretary 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 17 
(Art. 103) 
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FORMULARY FOR ERASURE OF NON. CONFESSING 
MEMBERS 

]\!IANDATE 

(Cf. Supplement 6, pp. 125·137, and Article 75, PI'. 37·39 
in Acts of Sy"ad, 1948) 

The mandate given to your committee requires two things: 1. The 
drafting of a form to be used at the solemn moment of the ((excommuni
cation" of a "baptized member", and 2. The adoption of a better mode 
of procedure in which the members of the congregation ca~l take a more 
responsible part, and in which the congregation can sense the serious
ness of the excommunication of a baptized member. 

RESTATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES 

Your committee takes the liberty to restate the principles it has 
set forth in its study (Supplement 6, Acts of Synod of 1948, PI'. 125-
137). Synod will notice that both the formulary and the new mode of 
procedure recommended below adopt the pattern given to us in the 
excommunication of confessing members .. 

This was not done for the sake of convenience, nor even from a 
desire to retain similarity for the sake of consistency of diction. This 
was done "for two', reasons in particular. 

The first reason is that erasure is virtually excommunication. It 
matters not whether one has been cut off from the church as a member 
by baptism or as a member by profession of faith, the simple and dread
ful fact is that in both cases one has been put beyond the pale of the 
church· In both cases members are .excommunicated. If so, there is 
good reason for the new formulary and the recommended mode of 
procedure to follow, as far as the fundamental agreements are con
cerned, the same diction and procedure. 

Another principle our Supplement sets forth is that we· cannot speak 
of "incomplete" members. There is no such status as an "incomplete" 
member in the covenant (Heidelberg Catechism, Q. 74), or in the 
institution of the church. Our report favored the designation of 
"minors". These minors must come to majority, and when they in the 
course of life come to majority they should do so spiritually by the grace 
of God. It is well to keep this distinction of minority and majority 
rather than that of incomplete and complete membership before us, 
since in the past the fallacious argument was used: what is incomplete 
cannot· be excommunicated. We believe that when a minor has come 
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to the years of understanding he must accept Christ, or else he is in 
actual fact rej ecting him. 

Another element materiaL. to the formulary is the distinction within 
the act of excommunication. Synod authorized us to keep this distinc
tion in mind when drafting a proposed formulary. This distinction is 
that -in the excommunication of a baptized member the covenant men
ber sins- grievously in not discharging his covenant responsibility. In 
fact this failure is a positive rejection of Christ. In the case of the 
excommunication of a confessing member, in addition to the foregoing, 
such a member is guilty of repudiating a ,solemn promise that he has 
-made. He is breaking a.promise. He t"ikewise has 'been found untrue 
even after celebrating with God's people the death of our Lor~. 

It is alwopos to niake a remark relevant to the mode of procedure, 
The late Prof. Wm. Heyns caUs our attention to the self-evident fact 
that the church cannot deprive a baptized member of the right to 
communion services since he never had it. Apart from that" he proposes 
a procedure much th~ same as that followed for recalcitrant confessing 
members (Kerkrecht en Kerkregeering, p. 420). This procedure your 
coinmittee also adopts and recommends to ;3ynod. 

RECOMMENDATIOKS 

1. Formttlarly for the Excommunication of Non-Confessing Mem-
bers of the chttrch. 

FORMULARY FOR HIE EXCOMMUNICATION OF NON
CONFESSING MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
It is'known to you that we have more than once acquainted you with 

the grievous sin of the non-confessing member of our church, N.N:, 
and our painful duty of excommunicating him, unless he should soon 
repent of his sin of breaking the covenant which God graciously raised 
up with him, by wilful failure in the face of repeated. a;ld loving ad
monitions to own God's covenant in the way of repentance toward God 
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ openly confessed. 

It was his blessed privilege and bounden duty as well,. when come 
. to years of understanding, to ratify God's covenant on his part and 
thus to secure the right to exercise all the privileges accruing from 
membership in the church of Christ acquired thr01~gh holy baptism. 
But he deliberately spurned this privilege graciously granted unto him; 
and this holy duty devolving upon him he wantonly repudiated. He 
has turned a deaf ear to all the loving admonitions repeatedly extended' 
unto him both by !pose over him in the Lord and by private members 
of the church. Lamentably he has stubbornl), persisted in his dis
loyalty and disobedience to his covenant God and in his disaffection to 
God's covenant people, 
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To our great sorrow we cannot find any evidence' even of the- slight
est ,change for the better on his part. Faithfulness to God and our 
Lord Jesus Christ require that we bear with him no longer and that 
we make ready to exclude him from the fellowship of the church. Let 
US in the love that hopeth all things pray God that He may mercifully 
gi-.:..re him conversion unto salvation and eternal life. Seeing he has 
in no wise repent.ed of his fearful- sin, V'le are under necessity to e~
communicate him and by, that token forestall that this corrupt and in
cor'rig-ible member of God's covenant and church put the whole church 
in danger;, and give cause that God's holy name be blashphemed. The 
holiness of God and the sanctity of His blessed covenant,of grace for
bid that such as love this present \vorld, break with God in foul apostasy, 
and by so doing betray with arrant unbelief, should remain in the 
spiritual fellowship of the people of God in which they were born and 
duly registered by holy baptism. For "holiness becometh the house of 
Jehovah". Failure and pronounced tfl1willingness on the part of 
covenant children of natural maturity, to accept and give practical 
effect to their covenant obligations, constitute' nothing less than rejec
tion of God and the Lord Jesus Christ and repudiation of the blessings 
of the covenant of God's grace. Those who reject God and trample 
on His holy ordinances, God in righteous indignation' casts out, and he 
commissions the church to remove them from its midst by due process 
of discipline. 

Therefore we whom the Lord has set over His church at" this place 
being assembled with you in the Name and by the authority of the Lord 
J e$US Christ, dec1anl unto you that we have for the aforesaid reason' 
excommunicated and do hereby excommunicate N.N. from the' church 
of the Lord; and- do solemnly declare that so long as he persists oL
stinately in his sin of breaking God's holy covenant an,d thus remains 
impenitent, h~ remains excluded from the fellowship of Christ as having 
forfeited all the spiritual blessings and benefits which God bestows 
upon His church. He is, therefore, to be accounted by you as a 
Gentile and publican, according to the command of Christ, who in I-lis 
Word declares that what things soever His ministers shall bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven. Further, \\le exhort you, beloved Chri.-;
tians, to keep no company with him to the end that he may be ashamed; 
yet count him not as an enemy, but at times admonish hinl as you would 
a brother. 

In the meantime, let everyone take warning by this and simil,ar 
examples to fear the Lord, diligently to take heed unto himself, if he 
think he stands, lest he fall; bnt having true fellowship with the Father 
and His Son Jesus Christ, together witl1 all believing ChristiilllS, to reo 
main stedfast therein to the eno, and so obtain eternal 'salvation. You 
have seen, dear brethren, and sisters, in what manner the exc~m-
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ll1ullicatecl member of our church began to fall and progressively has' 
come to ruin. Learn then, hom him how subtle Satan is to bring 
man to destruction and to wean him away from God and His people, 
anel from the means of grace. Guard yourselves, particularly you who 
have reached the age of understanding, but have not yet ratified God's 
covenant raised up with you, against the beginnings of the fearful sin 
of breaking God's covenant. Take warning from the sad issue of him 
who today was placed' beyond the pale of the church, of C]n-ist for 
despising God's Holy covenant. Let all who bear the Name of Christ 
be on their guard prayel:fully against the dreadful sin of apostasy frol11 
God. 

Since it is God, who works in us both to will and to work for "His 
good pleasure, let us call upon His holy Name with confession of our 
sins: 

o righteous Gael, merciful" Father, before Thy high majesty \ve 
blame ours"elves for our sins, and acknowledge that \-ve ha\7e justly d<;;
served the sorrow and pain caused us by the excommunication of this 
qUI' former fellow member; yea, if thou shouldst enter into judgment 
,",vith us, we all deserve to be excluded and banished from Thy presence 
on account of our great transgression. 0 Lord, be gracious unto us 
for Christ's sake; forgive us our trespasses, for we heartily repent of 
them; and work in our hearts an ever increasing measure of sorrow for 
them, that we, fearing Thy judgments which Thou bringest upon the 
stiffnecked, inay endeavor to "please Thee. Grant that we may avoid 
all pollution of the world and of those who are excluded from the com
munion of the church, in order that we may not make ourselves par
takers of their sins. Ivlay he who is excommunicated become ashamed 
of his sins. Since Thou desirest not the death of the sinner, but that he 
may repent and live, and since the bosom of the church is always open 
for those who return, kindle Thou, therefore, in our hearts a goodly zeal 
that we with good Christian admonitions and example, may seek to bring 
back this excommunicated person, together with all t~ose who through 
unbelief and recklessness of life go astray. Add Thy blessing to our 
admonitions that we may thereby have reason to rejoice again in them 
for "whom we must now mourn, and, that thus Thy Holy Name may be 
praised through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who has taught us to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors; 
And bring us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. 
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen 

II. Relevant'a better mode of procedure (taking precedence OVer 

the method now in vogue, d. Schaver's Church Order, 1937, "A. Pro
cedure in Erasing Baptized Members", p. 90) Synod adopt the follow
ing: 

The procedure in the discipline and excommunication of baptized 
members shall consist of three announcenients to the, congregation. 
The first announcement shall be made to the congregation without 
mentioning the name of the erring member. The second announcement 
shall mention the name after the advice of Classis has been obtained. 
The third announcement shall be a notification to the congregation that 
until the present moment all.arduous and patient labors spent upon the 
erring member of our church seem futile, and that in case said member 
shows, no sings of repentence ~is excommunication will take plac~ at a. 
designated time. Each announcement is to be accompanied with an 
urgent exhortation to the congn~gation to pray fervently for the erring 
member· 

PROF. S. VOLBEDA, Chairman 
DR. J. T. HOOGSTRA, Secretary 
REV. C. DE GROOT 

PROF. E. oMONSMA 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 18 

THE CHURCH HELP FUND COMMITTEE, INCORPORATED 
(Art. 157) 

To the Synod of 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

T' HE Committee for Church Help has the honor to submit to you 
the following report for the year 1949. 

Our total receipts for this Fund in 1949 amounted to $95,575.95. 
The fact that $129,500.00 was requested, shows that we still had to 
gran~ considerably les~ than was requested. Hence your committ~e 
recommends a quota of $2.25 per family for 1951. The sam~ amount 
as in 1950. 

Not a single church failed to pay its quota, while only fIve churches 
failed to make repayment. We have written these last named congre
gations in accordance with the Synodical ruling. 

The Synod of 1949 decided to establish "the Canadian Emergency 
Building Fund by a special fund raising campaign." The Church Help 
Committee was mandated "to appoint a special committee of at least 
five men to work out all the details of this denominational campaign." 
(Acts of Syno<;l 1949, Art. 127, 3, p. 82, 83.) 

Our committee has joyfully executed the above mandate and we are 
very thankful that the five efficient men we appointed, were willing 
to give so unstintingly of their time and strength for this worthy cause. 
We certainly appreciate the efforts of the campaign committee: Mr. 
W. H. Boer, Chairman, Mr. J. Jonker, Sec'y-Treas., Rev. H., Blystra, 
Rev. H. J. Kuiper and Mr. B. J. Staal. And we are very grateful 
that the Lord has blessed their labors so richly so that where the 
suggested goal by Synod was $150,000.00 they could close their books 
with a grand total of a little more than $167,000.00, of which amount 
only about $10,000.00 is still unpaid. 

May we suggest that the Synod itself express its thanks to this 
efficient campaign committee? . 

Our mandate as Church Help Committee also implies the administra
tion of these funds. We have placed this money in a seperate fund 
known as the Canadian Emergency Building Fund. As we see it, only 
Canadian churches who now ask for loans can benefit from it, and re
payments are to be made according to the special rules prescribed by 
Synod (Acts 1949, Page 83). This implies of course, that there will 
be no income for this fund the first five years. 



r 
! 

SUPPLEIVIENT 18 245 

Should Synod deem it necessary to supply additional funds to the 
Canadian Emergency Building Fund during this interim, because of 
continued immigration, appropriations 'will have to be made by -this 
Synod.' , 

In this connection our committee would like to call the attention of 
Synod to the problem involved in the overture of Classis Grand Rapids 
East re the transfer of the debt of Chatham hom the Chureh Help 
Fund to the Canadian Emergeney Building Fund. 

Not only Chatham but more of the Canadianchurehes have asked 
your Church Help Fund Committee to grant them this transfer to 
which we have replied that our Committee would have no authority to 
do so, sinee they had obtained their' money before the Canadian 
Emergency Building Fund was in operation and they them~elves had 
signed the agreement to comply with the rules for the Church Help 
Fund. 

Should Synod tllerefore grant this request of Chatham, it would 
have to grant the same privilege to the following churches as, welt: 
Edmonton, Hamilton, Housten, Ifolland Marsh, Lacombe,«, Monarch, 
Neerlandia, Sarnia, Vancouver. ,These churches together with Chatham 
have outstanding debts in the amount of $99,026.50. 

Naturally Synod can understand that if these debts be transferred 
to the Canadian Emergency Building Fund, the Church Help Fund 
would have to be reimbursed from the Canadian Emergency Building 
Fund in that amount and that would deplete the Canadian Emergency 
Building Fund. If the Church Help Fund were nO,t reimbursed, it 
would be unfair to the churches in the States who need assistance and 
to the Church Help Fund which would be severely handicapped there
by. 

Furthermore the debt of Chatham has a'long history. As early as 
1930 the church owed the Chu~ch Help Fund $3,000.00. For a period 
of at least 12 years it repaid $25.00. From 1942 to 1948 it repaid $375.00 
and then requested additional aid of $20,000.00 which because of the 
immigration conditions was granted. It now has indebtedness of $22,-
600.00 on which it repaid nothing in 1949. 

Your committee humbly advises Synod to 'go very easy in making 
these transfers. Synod of 1949 in inaugurating a drive for $);50,000.00 
surely did not have in mind covering the past IO'ans of organized 
churches. It would have known that $150,000.00 would be nowhere 
nearly enough. 

But should Synod feei inclined to give these Canadian churches 
consideration then in no case should any' church be allowed more than 
$10,000.00 from the Canadian Emergency Building Fund. And these 
amounts will have to be repaid to the Church Help Fund and ways, 
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and means be devised by Synod to replenish the Canadian Emergency 
Building Fund. 

Notification: (Acts 1948, Art. 112, IV A 5) Our treasurer, Mr. 
Chas. R. Mulder is bonded for $20,000.00 by the American Surety 
Company of New York, thru the Des Moines, Ia. office. 

Our financial report re the Canadian Emergency Building Fund is 
not yet available, but will be submitted in time for Synod. 

Our financial report re the Church Help Fund is as follows: 

SCHEDULE "A" 
ORANGE CITY, IOWA 

BANK RECONCILIATION 
NORTHWESTERN STATE BANK 

Year 1949 
Bank Balance as per Statement, January 1, 1949............ . ..... $ 9,418.40 
1948 Deposits Late....... ......................... ...................................... 15,709.56 

TotaL .......................................... . ............................ $ 25,127.96 
Less: Check Outstanding ............. ___ ......... __ . ___ .... __ ..................... ........... 24,545.30 

Our Ledger Balance .......................................................... $ 582.66 
1949 Receipts ......................... c.. . ...................... , ...................... ,......... 95,575.95 

TotaL .................................................. : ....... , ....................... $96,158.61 
Less 1949 Disbursements. __ .................................... __ . __ . __ ... ________ ....... _. __ .. 56,828.50-

On Hand ............................................................................ $ 39,830.11 
Cash ......... c .................................... $ 39,830.11 

Bank Balance as per Statement ... ___ ... __ .... _. ____ .... _ ......... ____ ................. $ 39,830.11 
Cash ............................................ $ 39,330.11 

SCHEDULE "E" 

ANALYSIS-LOANS OUTSTANDING 

Year 1949 
Outstanding 

Church at .Tan. 1. 1949 New Loans Payments 

Arcadia, Calif. .. $ 6,150.00 $ ................ $ 345.00 
Ackley, Iowa . 1,775.00 600.00 
Artesia, Calif. 4,750.00 . ............... 4,750.00 
Auburn, Park, IlL ...... . 7,125.00 .. -............. 375.00 
Bejou, Minn. .................. 325.00 . .. -......... -_ . 125.00 
Bellflower 2nd., Calif ... _ 4,800.00 300.00 
Bozeman,. Mont. ............ 7,200.00 400.00 
Boston Square, Grand 

Rapids, Mich. ........ 6,750.00 375.00 
Bemis, S. D .... 8,000.00 400.00 
Bauer, Mich. .... 5,000.00 250.00 
Battle Creek, Mich ......... 5,000.00 5,000.00 250.00 
Chatham, Ont., Canada 22,600.00 
Compton, Calif. .... 5,900.00 350.00 
Crookston, Minn. 982.90 300.00 

Outstanding 
Dec. 31. 1949 

$ 5,805.00 
1,175.00 

6,750.00 
200.00 

4,500.00 
6,800.00 

6,375.00 
7,600.00 
4,750.00 
9,750.00 

22,600.00 
5,550.00 

682.90 
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Cadillac, Mich. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Canadian Bldg. Fund 
Decatur, Mich ....... . 
Denver 2nd, Colo .......... . 
Dorr, Mich .................... . 
Dearborn, Mich. . .... . 
Escalon, Calif. . ...... . 
Edmonton1 Alta., Can ... 
Everson, Wash. 
Edgerton, Bethel, Minn. 
Flint, Mich. 
Goshen, Ind ........ . 
Grand Rapids, 

Immanuel ... 
Hamilton, Ont., Can .. . 
Houston, B. C., Can .... . 
Holland, Bethany, 

Mich .......................... . 
Holland Marsh, Ont., 

Canada ................ . 
Hawarden, Iowa 
Iowa Falls, Iowa 
Lansing', Mich. 
Luverne, Minn. 
Lacombe, Alta., Can. 
Milwaukee, V\Tis. . ........ . 
Mount Vernon, 'Vash .. . 
Monarch, Alta., 

Canada ...... . 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Neerlandia, Alta., 

Canada ................... . 
Newton, Iowa 
Newton, N. J ... . 
Ogilvie, Minn .. . 
Oak Lawn, Ill .... . 
Parchment, Mich. 
Pipestone, Minn. 
Pine Creek, Mich .......... . 
Plainfield, Mich ............ . 
Phoenix, Arizona ......... . 
Redlands 2nd, Calif ...... . 
Raymond, Minn. 
Ripon, Immanuel, Calif. 
Ridgewood, N. J ......... . 
Seattle, Wash ............. .. 
Sibley, Iowa .... . 
Sioux City, Iowa ........... . 
Sarnia, Ont., Canada .. 
San Diego, Calif ... 
Saginaw, Mich. 

Outstanding 
Jan. 1, 1949 

10,000.00 

2,753.38 
4,000.00 
5,487.50 
7,600.00 

9,140.00 
8,656.32 
7,600.00 
3,650.00 

900.00 

5,000.00 
1,606.00 
4,705.83 

7,125.00 

4,000.00 
6,000.00 
7,500.00 
5,250.00 
2,000.00 

13;950.00 
3,750.09 
4,000.00 

7,200.00. 
7,000.00 

4,885.00 
4,750.00 
4,650.00 

1,400.00 
1,743.00 
1,045.00 

·4,500.00 
5,000.00 

1,370.00 
6,375.00 

10,000.00 
1,312.75 
2,775.00 
1,990.00 

14,250.00 
6,300.00 

10,000.00 

New Loans 

8,000.00 
2,000.00 

7,500.00 

5,000.00 

5,000.00 

5,000.00 

8,000.00 

5.000.00 
4,000.00 

Payments 

500.00 

2,000.00 
159.00 
375.00 
325.00 
400.00 

1,000.00 
629.40 
400.00 
275.00 

250.00 
150.00 
205.83 

375.00 

200.00 
300.00 
375.00 
375.00 

2,000.00* 
947.50 
250.00 
500.00 

400.00 
350.00 

400.00 
250.00 
125.00 

150.00 
477.00 
240.00 
450.00 

125.00 
750.00 

1,312.75** 
950.00 
310.00 

350.00 
600.00 
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Outstanding 
Dec. 31, 1949 

9,500.00 
8,000.00 

2,594.38 
3,625.00 
5,162.50 
7,200.00 
7,500.00 
8,140.00 
8,026.92 
7,200.00 
3,375.00 

900.00 

4,750.00 
1.456.00 
4,500.00 

6,750.00 

3,800.00 
5,700.00 
7,125.00 
4,875.00 

13,002.50 
3,500.00 
3,500.00 

6;800.00 
6,650.00 

5,000.00 
4,485.00 
4,500.00 

, 4,525.00 
5,000.00 
1,250.00 
1.266.00 

805.00 
4,050.00 
5,000.00 
5,000.00 . 
1,245.00 
5,625.00 

10,000.00 
8,000.00 
1,825.00 
1,680.00 

19,250.00 
9,950.00 
9,400.00 
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Outstanding 
r ehUl"eh at Jan. I, 1949 New Loans Payments 

Tracy, Iowa 2,516.10 ------_. __ .. _--- 270.00 
Terra Ceia, N. C. 5,800.00 1,000.00 300.00 
Vancouver, B. C., 

Canada .... ................. 17,125.00 ...........•.. _- 377.00 
Vvashingtoll, D. C ......... 3,250.00 ........... __ ... 200.00 
Wyckoff, N. l .. 10,000.00 .. -............. 500.00 
Winnipeg, Man" Can ... 830.00 .... __ .......... 80.00 

--_.-
TotaJ ............... $347,098.78 $55.500.00 $29.778.48 

Discounts: 
* Including Discount ...................... __ .... $ 800.00 

** Including Discount ....... ___ ....... __ .... __ .. . 
Net Cash per $chedule Summary_ 

TotaL ............................ __ .......... . 

500.00 $ 1.300.00 
28.478.48 

............ $29.778.48 

Outstanding 
Dec. 31, 1949 

2,246.10 
6,500.00 

16,748.00 
3,050.00 
9,500.00 

750.00 

$372.820.30 

I HEREBY CERTIFY, that I have examined the books and recOl.'ds of 
the .Christian Reformed Church, Church Help Fund, of the Christian Re
formed Church in North America, Orange City, Iowa, and that the attached 
is a true statement of the receipts and disbursements for the year ended 
December 31, 1949, insofar as disclosed by the records. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CORA M. HILGER, 
Public ACCOltntant. 

SCHEDULE "e" 
DENOMINATIONAL QUOTAS BY CLASSES AND OTHER RECEIPTS 

Year 1949 

CLASSES 1948 
California ................. ..... ..$ 1,954.48 
Chicago North .................... .................... 2,914.77 
Chicago South .................................. ............................ 3',187.52 
Grand Rapids East ................................... _...................... 8,934.50 
Grand Rapids South .................... ' ................................. '4,410.75 
Grand Rapids vVest ...... _ ........ _ ......................... _........... 2,531.62 
Hackensack ... ......................... . ...................... _... 1,819.92 
Holland .. ' ....................... ...................... 3.618.00 
Hudson .. 
Kalamazoo 
Minnesota ..... . 
Muskegon .. . 
Orange City. 
Ostfriesland 
Pacific .......... . 
Pella ..... . 
Sioux Center 
Wisconsin ....... _ .... ,_ .... __ ............. _ ..................................... . 

2.47q.96 
2.035.89 
2.056.39 
3.524.50 
1.599.00 
1.106.19 
2.058.05 
2.564.15 . 
2.175.53 
1,366.75 
2.950.50 Zeeland ............................................... . 

Canadian Churches . 690.00 

.TotaL .. . ......... $48.475.47 

1949 
$ 2.815.50 

3.996.00 
4,386.5ti 
6,138.62 

. 6.267.24 
3.516.00 
1.793.00 
4,988.00 
3,353.00 
2.833.81 
2.912.90 
4,791.7l 
2.217.48 
1.456.00 
3,709.;)1 
3,168.50 
2,897.73 
1.779.83 
4.076.00 

$67.097.47 
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Balance on Hand, January 1, 1949............................ . ......... $ 582.:)6 
Total Receipts: 

Repayments by Churches "B" ......................... .- ....... $29,778.48 
Quotas by Classes "C" .............................................. , .. 67,097.47 

Total ......................................................... $96,875.95 

. Less Discounts to: 
Seattle, Wash. C. R. C ........................... $ 500.00 
Luverne,. Miim. C. R. C........................... 800.00 1,300.00 95,575.95 

TotaL................................... $96,158.61 

Total Disbursements: 
New Loans ........................................................... , ........ $55,500.00 
Discount paid to Preakness, N. J. C. R. C .... :.......... 50.00 
Administrative Expenses .......................................... 778.50 56,328.50 

Balance on Hand, December 31, '1949 $39,830.11 

Cash ............................................. $ 39,830.11 

Respectfully submitted 
THE CHURCH HELP COMMITTEE INC .. 

REV. J. BREUKER, President 
REV. J. CUPIDO,.s ecretary 
MR. eHAS. R. MULDER, Treasurer 
REV. J. HANENBURG 

MR. SAM ELGERSMA 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 18·A 
(Art: 157) 

C:a:URCH HELP COMMITTEE 

ESTEElIED BRETI-IRE~: 

(1) The Church Help Committee calls the attention of Synod tei a 
vacancy in our committee caused by. the departure of Rev. J. Hanen
burg to 'Canada. 

To fill this,vacancy may vve suggest the following names for Synocl'~ 
consideration; 'Rev. Nicholas Beute from Inwood, Iowa, (Classis 
Sioux Center), or Rev. Paul OU\1i~inga fro111 Iretori, Imva (Classis 
Orange City). 

(2) May we also urge Synod not to lower the quota for this fund. 
Our com~11ittee meets every two months and at our last meeting May 
15, 1950, the colossal sum of $76,000.00 was requested from the regular 
Church Help Fund. 

Respectfully submitted, 

The Church Help Committee, Inc . 
. J. CUPIDO, S eeretary 
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251 

FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE CANADIAN EMERGENCY IlUILDINp 
FUND AS OF JUNE 1, 1950 

Total Receipts to Date ............ __ .................................... ___ ...................... $176,960.47 
Disbursed ......................................... ................................... ....... 72,180.00 

On Hand as of June 1, 1950 ................................................................ $104,780.47 

These receipts ar.e from 286 Churches and 64 Societies and Individuals, 
36 Churches are still to conb'ibute to this cause. We anticipate hearing 
from them in the near future, as they have incorporated their share in 
their 1950. Budgets. Kindly mail your contributions to the: 

CHURCH HELP COMMITTEE, INC. 

Orange City, Iowa .. 
Respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES R. MULDER, Treasurer. 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 19 
(Arts. 80, 85, 112, 140, 154, 157). 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF CALVIN COLLEGE 
AND SEMINARY 

Tr the Synod of the Christian Reformed' Church, 
convening June 14 and following days. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

T HE Board of Trustees has the honor herewith to submit its report 
covering the first semester of the schoolyear 1949-'50. A supple

mental, report will be presented to Synod at the close of the second 
semester. 

We are thankfnl to be able to recorel that God has again displayed 
His grace and faithfulness so that our Seminary and College could 
carryon their program vvithout interruption. Although 110 claims can 
be made to perfection, or even 'near approaches to it, nevertheless, both 

. teachers and students have applied themselves -to their Tespective tasks 
with the r'esu1t that the ch)11"ch may confidently expect that soon an
other Jarge group may leave Calvin's halls prepared to meet life's 
responsibilities and contribute to the advancement of God's Kingdom 
in its various aspects. 

ENROLLMENT 
The Seminary enrollment leaped to an alltime high with a total of 

eighty-seven: seniors - 7; middlers --- 16; juniors - 43; graduate 
students - 16; unclassified - S. Again we call attention to these large 
numbers of prospective leaders. It might be well for Synod to repeat 
and underscore ,its decision of last year, i.e., request consistories, mis
sion boards, etc., to be alert to possibilities of new fields and spheres 

'of activity where this great pote'ntial of po\'ver may profitably be put 
to work in a world'sorely in need of their consecrated efforts. 

At the beginning of the year the College enrollment stood at 1430, 
. a drop of 36 from the previous year. This decrease is in keeping with 

reports from other colleges and universities and had been predicted by 
federal and state educational authorities, Hm.vever, they still cling to 
their prediction that enrollments will gradually increase:, reaching its 

, . peak in ]960. It is of interest to note that the veteran enrollment (those 
studying under the G.I. bill) has fallen from a peak of 512 in January, 
1947, to 288 in September, 1949. This reduction in G.I. enrollment 
has not markedly reduced the gencrai enrollment of the school. In 
September, 1949, we had an enroI1ment of 1,430 \vhich was 179 more 
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than during the peak veteran enrol'lmerit ill January, 1947, when our 
total enrollment was 1,25I. 

FACULTY PERSONNEL 
Rev. Harry Boer, who ,vas. 'previously appointed to teach in the Mis

sion departrnent in the Semi'nary, 'is still working'on the -African mis
sion field., Beginning next September he plans to resume his studies 
under Prof. J. H. Bavinck at Amsterdam. The following September 
(1951); D.V., he will take up his teaching duties at the SeI)linary. Dr. 
C. Bouma has resumed his teaching in the 'Seminary after a year's 
leave of absence granted him for the purpose of preparing his manu
script fora book which we expect will be published before long. 

It was again necessary to recall Professors J. Bracnc, A. E. Broene, 
and J. G. Vanden Bosc}:l out of retirement for part-time t,eaching in 
their respective fields. In spite of other part-time teaching help em
ployed our professors are still overloaded. ' Some colleges, smaller than 
ours, average One professor to eleven students. Recently the Presi
dent of the University of Michigan complained because the state ap
propriations allowed the University only one professor to eighteen 
students. The N.orth Central Association recommends One professor 
to every fifteen students. OUf present average is twenty-six students 
for every professor, while we still have some classes with sixty or 

, rhore students. This situat.ion ought to be improved, for the sake of 
students as well as for the professors. But it is extremely difficult to 
find suitable teachers for Calvin's staff, not to mention the increase 
m cost involved. 

APPOINTMENTS AND RE-APPOINTMENTS 
At its meeting in February the Board made the following re-ap

pointments: Miss Nella Buikema, assistant in Organic Science, for 
one year; Dr. E. vVolthuis, Chemistry, for a four year term; Dr. C. 
Boersma, IVlodern Languages, for a four year term; Rev. Henry Van
Til, Bible, for two years; Robert Settergren, Mechanical Drawing,_ 
for one year. There were also some other appointments made for tem
porary or 'part time teaching. Mr.' Arthur Otten and Mr. Calvin Andre 
(both taking advanced study at present) v,'ere given conditional ap
pointments for French and Physics, respectively, to take effect when 
they shall have completed their studies. 

Consideration was given to the appointment of a teacher for Politi
cal . Science,. an additional man for the Philosophy department, and also 
a Dean of Men, but action on these was postponed until the Mav 
meeting of the Board. Likewise the Board decided to' obtain a Busi
ness Manager and instructed the Executive Committee to more clearly 
define his duties and present a nomination. to the May Board meeting. 
Upon the departure of our Field Secretary, Mr. S. VanTil, the As-
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sistal1t Treasurer, 1fr. Voss, was' requested to take over the super
vision 'of work connected with the expansion campaign _and, to enq.ble 
him to do so, an additional man was engaged to assist in the treasurer's 
office. 

EDUCATIONAL SECRETARY 
Rev. A. Brink ha.s kept himself profitably engaged in promoting the 

interests, of Christian education in general and of Calvin Seminary 
and College in particular. The majority of his time is consumed in 
speaking engagements during the week and preaching Sundays, al
ways taking the challenge of Christian education with him. He visits 
and addresses the various classes and Christian High schools, and 
carries on considerable correspondence with our high school graduates 
and others who might or ought to attend our institution of higher 
learning. There are other promotional activities connected with Cal
vin in which the secretary takes a leading part. 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
The nevI' science building was completed just before the second se

mester began. Beautiful in appearance and splendidly adapted and 
equipped for its purpose, one must feel a measure of justifiable 
pride mingled with a liberal sense of humble gratitude to God 
for this addition to our campus. It is greatly appreciated by teach
ers and students alike. May it be an effective means for gen
erations to come to explore something of the unfathomable wisdom, 
power, and goodness of our God as these are displayed in the construc
tion of His creation and the laws by which He upholds and governs it. 

Tn keeping with the instruction of the 1949 Synod plans are now 
underway for the construction of a Commons. Advice was sought 
and obtained from a consultant from Michigan State. After proper 
study a committee advised the Board at its February meeting (1) to 
incorporate in the plans dining room facilities for a maximum of 700 
l)eople, this dining space to be in two adjoining rooms 9f approxi
mately the same size; (2) to instruct the architect to plan the dining 
hall to allow for table service with 8 or 10 people per table; and (3) 
that dining space for smaller 'groups also be provided. These recom
mendations were adopted by the BOfl,rd. It ''ITas further decided that 
this building should not include any extensive recreational facilities, 
but should include a room suitable for meetings of the Board. The 
architect and Building Construction Committee are now working to
,vafel the realization of these plans. 

Construction of the library addition is nOw in progress. The C011-

tract for construction of the building was let out for the amount of 
$187,090.00. Bids for furniture and equipment (stacks, shelves, desks, 
etc) thus far submitted have been rejected because they were deemed 
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excessively high. The Board has decided to allow a maximum total 
cost (exclusive of architect's fees) of $275,000.00. 

In seeking for a contractor to erect the building a bid was solicited 
from the one CLA general contractor \vho was considered sufficient1? 
large and suffieiently equipped to undertake such a. project as this, and' 
also from others who were considered able to properly do the work 
required. 'When the bids were opened it was found that an AFL eon
tractor presented a bid which was $9,310.00 less than the next lowest 
bid. Accordingly, the contract was awarded to the APL contractor, 
the Barnes Construction Company, 

Some complaints, few but for the most part violent, ha,'e reached 
us because of the above action, and the Board subjected to harsh 
criticism and false accusation, both in private correspondence and in 
public print. Since we fully rec.ognize our accountabi1ity to Synod, 
we would therefore like to acquaint Synod with the reasons for pro
ceeding as \ve did. The following considerations, in their cum:ulative 
effect, prompted us to' adopt the policy which we followed: 

1. In awarding the contract as ,ve did, we are not aware of having 
violated any SYllqdical rules or decisions. 

2. Other organizations, composed of and "controlled by our church 
members (Churches, Christian school societies, business firms, and 
also individuals) have followed and do follow the same policy without, 
to the best -of our knowledge, having been censored or criticized by 
Synod. In' fact, the Board of Trustees, as is generally known, fol
lowed the same policy in awarding the science building contract pre
viously. 

3. It is ottr reasoned opinion that, if we were to eliminate all AFL 
contractors fro111 consideration in erecting'such a construction project 
as this, we would have to sacrifice the commonly accepted practice of 
competitive bidding. We do not think our people generally would ap
prove of such a policy, nor do we think such would be justifiable ste\v
ardship of denominational funds on our part. 

'''hether or not Synod wishes to either approve or disapprove of 
our action as cited above, we leave to, the discretion of your honorable 
body. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
It has been decided to have an annual series of lectures at Calvin 

under the title ((Calvin College and Seminary Lecture Series." The 
series is to consist of five, lectures during the schoolyear, primarily of 
an academic nature. NOTI11ally at least two of the lecturers shall be 
appointed annually from the f~culties and at least two from the alumni 
other than faculty members. Provision is to be made for the publica
tion of the lectures. Plans are under V'lay to begin these lectures the 



256 ACTS OF SYNOD, 1950· 

coming schoolyear. A joint committee consisting of three members 
from each faculty (including the presidents) has the responsibility of 
administering the project. 

Next March it will be seventy-five years sinre the founding of Cal
.yin College and Seminary. The Board decided that such an event calls 
for thankful recognition of manifold benefits granted us by our gra
cious God through Calvin. A committee has been appointed to ar
range a suitable celebration. The committee consists of Dr. ~. Bron
kema, Rev. E. B. Pekelder, Mr. John Hekman, President S. Volbeda, 
President H. Schultze, and ·Rev. A. Brink, with two additional mem
bers to be designated by the Calvin Alumne(ae) Association. 

At the suggestion of the Seminary faculty it was decided to estab
lish a worthwhile scholarship for Seminary graduates as part of our 
Diamond Jubilee celebration. This "Diamond" scholarship is to be 
given annually, according tal rules already, adopted, and is to provide 
a stipend of $1,500.00 to bc used for graduate study at an institution 
of Reformed basis. The purpose of this project is to encourage He
formed theological scholarship, and to multiply contacts with other Re
formed groups. 

The student housing problem is still with us. It is always difficult 
to find suitable homes for our students and equally difficult to provide 
at least a minimum of effective supervision over the homes where our 
students live. The problem threatens to become even more acute with 
city regulations in the -offing \vhereby no home in zone-A residential 
districts (and that means Calvin's district) may house more than two 
roomers. \Ve may be compelled,to hasten our dormitory building pro
gram. 

Beyond the general statement that Calvin's finances are in a favor
able condition we shall incorporate no financial matters in this part 
of our report to Synod. At best it would be but partial at this time. A 
complete and audited report will be submitted at the close of the school
year when Synod meets. We would at this time, however, record our 
gratitude for the loyal support of College and Seminary by our people. 
We would also add that, without discounting any of her faults and 
failings, Calvin is worthy of such support and, by God's grace, pays 
the denomination well in spiritual and moral dividends. May God con
tinue to own. our efforts, even in an ever increasing measure! 

Praying) God's blessing upon Synod in all its deliberations_ and de
cision~J 

Humbly submitted, 
R. J. FRENS, Secretary 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 19-A 
(Arts. 80, 85, 112, 140, 154, 157) 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF CALVIN COLLEGE 
AND SEMINARY 

'To the Synod, convening June 14 and following days. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 
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THE Calvin Board of Trustees hereby submits it supplementary 
, report. This report covers material which could not be included 

in our former report (see Agenda, Report No., 19) submitted nearly 
four months ago. In its second meeting of the school-year the Board 
met from Wednesday morning (May 31) until the lollowing Saturday 
noon. The unusually long sessions were largely due to the large number 
seeking entrance into the Seminary and the slightly larger number of 
Seminary Juniors seeking licensure to conduct services in our churches, 
each of whom had to be individ,tally interviewed by the Board. , . 

GRADUATION, ETC. 
There are seven graduates from the Seminary this year, three of 

whom plan on continuing thei~' theological studies, while four will seek 
entrance into the ministry at this time. The degree of Th.B. was gained 
by eight at the recent commencement e'xercises. 

A total of 307 were graduated from the college this 'past year, an 
all-time high, distributed as follows: 'Pre-seminary - 37; Education-
83; General College - 129; Four-year Certificates -17; Pre-profes
sions - 15; Miscellaneous - 26. 

The commencerr1e~t exercises were again held in the Civic Audi
torium, with the large building nearly filled to capacity in spite of un
favorable weather. The commencement address was given by the Rev. 
J. T. Holwerda. 

Ther:e were thirty-nine who sought permissi?n to enter the Seminary 
next September. After due examination the Board decided to admit 
thirty-four as regulars and two others were admitted on probation. The 
other three may enter as specials if they so choose. 

A total of forty-two Seminary Juniors (i.e., Juniors the past school
year) requested licensure to conduct senrices in our churches. Of 
these thirty-six received unqualified licensure, three were licensed until 
October 1 at which time their cases must be reviewed, while three re
quests were reluctantly refused. 

APPOINTMENTS 
Several one-year appointments of assistarits (full time or part time) 

itt English, modern and Class-icaf languages, and P~ysical Education, 
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have been made. Appointments such as these are made by the faculty 
and president, subj ect to approval by the Board. 

Preliminary measures having been completed it seems altogether 
likely that Mr. Henry Ippel, at present completing work towards his 
doctor's degree, will receive an appointment to teach Political Science at 
Calvin, a chair we have been s~eking to fill for some time. 

At OUf recent me~ting Dr. Cecil De Boer was offered a position as 
Philosophy teacher. We are hopeful that he may begin his work at 
our institution next September. Provisional upon favorable outcome 
of an interviev.r before the Board 'next F'ebruary, an appointment in 
Philosophy was also given to Mr. E. Runner who is at present in the 
Netherlands completing work for his Ph.D. degree. The Board is 
anxious, among other things, to, have thi:-:; important deparhnent of 
Philosophy well-manned. 

Due to difference of opinion as to the exact nattlre of the work and, 
therefore, of the kind of man needed to perform the work of the newly 
created position of Dean of Men (Dean of Students?), an appointment 
to this position has not yet been made. 'The Board has now, expressed 
itself definitely as desiring a man whose chief concern it will be to 
advance the moral and religious ipterests of the students and provide 
spiritual counseling. The Board has requested that a nomination be 
presented to our February meeting. 

Gordon Buter has been appointed business manager at Calvin. His 
duties, should he accept the appointment, will be manifold, induding 
serving as purchasing agent for the institution, supervising maintainance 

_ of the property in general, supervising dormitory, student boarding 
houses, etc. Exact details ~an only be determined thru experience. 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 
In the interests of properly insuring our property the Board decided 

to have a complete new appraisal made of all buildings and equipment. 
Increase in insurance amounts has been decided as follows: (1) To 
increase the insurance on the main building by $100,000.00; (2) To 
increase the insurance on the dormitory building by $100,000.00; (3) 
For the present to ingease the insurance on the library by $150,000; 
(4) To insure the science building for $900,000.00, and its contems 
for $100,000.00. The insurance on the science building and its contents 
is left on the temporary basis until the building shall have been com
pleted, after which an over-all program will be arranged so that we 
shall know where we are at from year to year. 

The Board investigated the possibility and feasibility of building a 
dormitory on a self-liquidating basis. We found such to be possible, 
but it simply means building on borrowed money. In our judgment it 
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is more advisable to obtain funds through gifts, or possibly through a 
financial campaign. 

There is a possibility of obtaining more land adjacent to that bought 
three years ago, in connection with which the Calvin church desires to 
obtain a site. The Board decided to recommend to Synod the purchase 
of an additional five acres of land from the Clark Memorial Home, 
and lease to the Calvin church of Grand Rapids one acre of the plat for 
a period of 99 years at the regular price of $10,000.00 per acre. The 
decision as to the location of the church property is to rest with the 
Board or its appropriate committee. 

Consideration is being 'given to fe-modeling the first floor and the 
basement of the main building in order to provide much needed addi
tional office space and other improvements. The college president and 
the Finance Committee are at present studying this project. 

The Building Construction Committee, which is directing and super
vising the ereetion of the Buildings on the campus, informs us that they 
are still meeting regularly with the archilect studying and revising 
plans for the Commons building. They are making as much haste as 
is possible without sacrificing wisdom and thoroughness. Everyone 
can see for himself the splendid progress being made with library 
project. This project is at present one month ahead of schedule and may 
be completed as early as October next. 

In connection with the above the Board recommends that a special 
ceremony for the laying of the cornerstone of the enlarged library be 
arranged to take place during the session of Synod and that the presi
dent of Synod be requested to deliver a brief message on said occasion. 

FINANCIAL MATTERS 
A new salary schedule was approved at the last Board meeting. In 

recent years we' had been adding various percentages and bonuses 
which finally became somewhat confusing. OUT general purpose in 
raising the salaries was to pay no one less than he received the past 
year, and to raise those receiving less to" the level of those (of the 
same rank and faculty status) who had been receiving more, and also 
to raise the maximum slightly above that received by the highest paid 
faculty member during the past year (which was $5,325.00). Guided 
by these thoughts, the following salary schedule was fixed; Instruc
tor - $3,000.00 to $3,500.00; Assistant professor - $3,500.00 to 
$4,200.00; Associate professor - $3,900.00 to $4,800.00; Professor 

. - $4,500.00 to $5,500.00. Just what each individual teacher is to re
ceive must be determined within the framework of this scale. Salaries 
of full-time assistants will be· determined by the office, with the maxi
mtimapproximately $3,500.00. 

\Vith regard to those teaching in the Seminary the Board decided 
that those who have their indefinite appointments should receive the 



I 
I 
I 
! 

I 

260 , ACTS OF SYNOD, 1950 

maXimum, $5,500.00; that' those at present teaching in the· Seminary 
who have not yet received their indefinite appointment be allowed 
$5,200.00 the coming school-year, with an annual $100.00 increment 
until they shall have .reached the maximum; and that new app'ointees 
to the Seminary teaching staff receive $4,800.00 the first two yea,·s, 
and at the time of their reappointment an increment of $100.00 an
nually until· the maximum is reached. 

/ 
The totals of the budget as adopted by the Board are as follows: 

Total Salaries .... __ ............ __ . ___ .......... __ .... $387,655.00 
Total Supplies ......... '............................................... 96,305.00 
Emeritus and Pensions .... __ ... ____ ........................ __ . __ .. 32,300.00 

Total Expense ..................... __ ....... _. ____ .$516,260.00 

OVe!' against the above expense figure we estimate the incom'e as follows: 
Classical Payments (at $7.00 per family) ........ $240,000.00 
Student Fees ............................................................ 275,000.00 
Miscellaneous and Interest... . .............. __ ...... 8,500.00 

Total Income ............... . 
Total Expense ............. . 

Operating Balance 

................ $523,500.00 
........... 516,260.00 

.. : ........ $ 7,240.00 

Detailed figures will be submitted on a separate sheet. 
In order to help meet the increased budget the Board proposes to 

increase the tuition rates by $10.00 per semester for Christian' Re
formed students (thus raising their tuition to $100.00 per semester), 
and increasing that of other stude"ts by $25.00 per semester (thus 
raising their tuition to $150.00 per semester. 

In order to further help meet the increased budget the Boardrec
ommends to Synod that the quota for Calvin College and Seminary 
be. increased from $6.50 to $7.00 per family. ' 

The matter of annuities has been discussed by--the Board, occasioned 
by a request by one of our church members who wished to use that 
"method to leave us somc funds. Since there is some doubt in our 
circles anent this method of receiving funds we petition Synod to ap
point a committee to study the question of annuities and, should their, 
findings favor such a mcthod of receiving moneys, to establish a sched
'ule of rates for all institutions Synodical1y supported so that there 
may be uniformity. 

Before we present our ncxt 'proposal we wish to call Synod's at
tention· to the need of three new building projects. 1) The urgent 
need of morc dormitory facilities necds no argumentation. Synod 
recognized it already four years ago. Postponement, with Synodical 
approval, took place only because all judged that library and Commons 
were even more urgent. The need of more dormitory facilities is still 
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with us. 2) The growth of our Music department in recent 'years has 
been spectacular. For example, in the year 1945-46 three courses were 
given in music with an enrollment of about thirty students, five of 
whom, considered themselves music majors. During the past year 
those majoring in music totaled 60, plus 24 minoring 'in music. In 
addition to those 84 there were 105 students per semester taking 
courses in music. Also at the present time there are 38 students tak· 
ing private courses under supervision and control of our music depart
ment in piano, voice, organ, and violin. Besides all this there ,are 521 
students who partake in the -various musical organizations of Oratorio 
Society, Calvin A Cappella, Radio, and Seminary choirs, band, and 
orchestra. The great handicap is that we have no separate building 
for all these musical activities. And due to the nature of their work, 
professors in other classes do not welcome their presence in the same 
building when they go into action. The music department serves our 
future ministe-rs and Christian school teachE;rs and general denomina
tional public well, but is sorely in need of a separate building to be able 
to continue its work. 3)' Our large student body bas made the need of 
other buildings felt, among which are a gymnasium and a student cen
ter. Our insufficient control over the social and recreational activities 
of -our large student body is, at least in part, due to inadequacy of 
building facilities for this purpose. ' 

Copsiderations such as the above prompted our Board to ask Synod 
for authorization to begin another $1,000,000.00 campaign at the 
time of the DialTIOnd Jubilee next spring. ¥le crave .your earnest 
consideration. on this matter. 

Referring to pension matters, we have experienced minor difficp:l
'ties in the past with the ordained minist~rs on the teaching staff in 
that some vacilated between the Ministers' pension fund and Calvin'.~ 
pension fund. This is due to the fact that the former has more liberal 

. provision for dependents than the latter. Upon recommendation of 
the Pension Committee the Board adopted the following position in 
this matter: According to the Pension Regulations, ordained minis
ters serving on the faculty of the _College or Seminary are not obli
gated to remain in this Pen~ion Plan and may transfer to the Minis
ters' Pension Plan, if they desire, but only with the approval of .the 
Pension Committee. Ministers newly appointed to either faculty may 
join either plan. If once a member transfers to the Ministers' ,Pension 
Plan, he may not transfer back to the College-Seminary plan without 
special permission of the Pension Committee. 

It \vas further decided that the -same pension provisions be made 
for faculty members who retired previous to Sept. 1, 1949, as was 
made last year, namely, that provisions be made to supplement their 
pensions as in the three past years, this because .of the co~tinued high 
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cost of living and the uncertainties, of the present uncertain economIC 
situation. 

\Ve include at this point a financial statement of Calvin's pension 
Funds as submitted to us by the treasurer, Mr. Fred Winter.' 

PENSION FUNDS-CALVIN COLLEGE AND .SEMINARY 
MAY 16,1950 

j?ACULTY FUND· 

RECEIPTS 

January 1, 1950 - Balance on hand. .... ____ ..... ____ . _________ .$ 14,902.42 
Contributions Received ...... ___ . _____ ........... __ ._ .. _______ . ______ .. __ 8,863.50 
Interest Received --.---------.------------------------.r----.------ .... ______ 675.00 
United States of America Bonds (matured).___________ 10,000.00 

Total Receipts. ___________________ .. ________ .. ______ .. __ 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Pensions Paid ___ .... _____ ....... __ . ____ ............................... ,""" ... $ 
Purchase of United States of America Bonds-

Series "G" .... " ......................................................... . 

Total Disbursements ............................. . 
Balance on hand May 16, 1950 ..................................... . 

TotaL ...................................................... . 

ASSETS OF FUND 

Old Kent Bank - Savings Account. ............................. $ 
U. S. Bonds - Series "G" .................... · ......................... . 
U. S. Bonds - Series "F" ............................................. " 
U. S. 2% Treasury Bonds ....... ~ ................................... . 
Cash - Checking Account ......................................... . 

Increment Value on Bonds-
U. S. Bonds - Series "F"~. 

NON-FACULTY FUND 
RECEIPTS 

January 1, 1950 - Balance on hand .................. " ........ $ 
Contributions Received ....................... " ................ " ...... . 
Interest Received ........................................................... . 

Total Receipts ........................................... . 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Purchase of United States of America Bonds-
Series "G" ............................................................... . 

Balance on Hand May 16, 1950.· .................................. . 

Total ..................................................... " .. . 

3,124.80 

12,000.00 

5,000.00 
81,500.00 

7,400.00 
11,000.00 
19,316.12 

8,295.51 
2,131.65 

87.50 . 

8,000.00 
2,514.66 

$ 34,440.92 

$ 15,124.80 . 
19,316.12 

$ 34,440.92 

$124.216.12 

1,210.00 . 

$125,426.12 

$ 10,514.66 

$ 10,514.66 
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ASSETS OF FUND 
U. S. Bonds - Series- "G" ___________________________________________ ... $ 20,000.00 
Cash - Checking Account __ .. __ .... ___ :. ______ . ___ .. : __ , ____ ._________ 2,514.66 

Total 

NOTE: Since date of this report, additional U. S. 
Bonds, Series uG", were purchased as 
follows: 
Faculty Fund .................................................. $ 15,000.00 
Non-Faculty Fund ........ __ .. __ ........................... 2,000.00 
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$ 22,514.66 

FRED L. WINTER, TreaSU1'er. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
We are unable to report any appreciable progress toward removing 

obstacles in the way of introducing the Th.D. program in our Seminary. 
Several meetings have been held by a committee of the Board and 
the Seminary faculty b~t no unanimity or near-unanimity has as yet 
been attained. The efforts are, however, being continued. ' 

The Executive Committee called the attention of the Board at its 
recent meeting to special needs of the Seminary in the next two years 
and asked all the members to give careful thought to the matters. 
Special needs cited were: (1) The proposeq,i,Th.D. program poses 
special problems; (2) A new president, as well as a replacement in the 
Homiletics department must soon be considered; (3) Also the time 
is approaching for consideration of two re-appointments; (4) The 
greatly increased erirollment also brings its own problems. The secre
tary was instructed to place all these items on the agendum for our 
next meeting. 

Upon advice of the Diamond Jubilee Committee the Board decided 
to set aside the week of March 4-11, 1951, as Diamond Jubilee Week 
of Calvin College and Seminary. It was further decided to request 
all of our consistories to set aside Sunday, March 4, 1951, as Calvin 
College and Seminary Day. Special thanksgiving and praises will Le 
requested and each minister will be asked to bring a special message, 
for which a theme-text will be suggested. It was also decided to cele
brate our birthday on March 7, 1951 (although the date is March 15) 
with a public meeting in Civic Auditorium, featuring an historical 
pageant with proper musical setting and background, Prof. and Mrs. 
H. Zylstra being requested to prepare the pageant. Other features are 
included in the celebration which will be given early publicity, no doubt. 

Although hesitant to dislodge the girls,' in view of the difficulty in 
providing accommodations for the much larger number of boys, and 
also since the building was originally intended for them, it ·was agreed 
by the Board to return the dormitory to the boys September, 1951. 
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Your attention is called to the fact the term of office of the following 
lay-members of the Board expire at this time: Herman Elenbaas (far
west district), Stanley Vander Ploeg (mid-west), and Anthony Meeter 

. and Tony Noordewier (central district). The Board presents the 
following nominations to fill these positions: 

Far-west district- Herman Elenbaas and Dr. J. Hoeksema. 
Mid-west district - John Vander Ark and Glenn Andreas. 
Central district - Jerry Den N ooyer, Dr. Ray Seven, Abra-

ham Sluis, and Benjamin Staal. 

When the membership of the Board through the above elections 
'shall have been completed the Board will be able to select a new 
treasurer to replace Mr. Noordewier who has served our school in 
that capacity the past twenty-eight years. Meanwhile; we have re
quested him to continue as treasurer until his successor shall have been 
chosen. lIe has -also been requested to complete his term as member 
of. the College anq. Seminary pension committee. 

Craving your continued loyal stlpport and earnest prayers for Calvin 
College and Seminary, and imploring God's blessing upon Synod in 
all its activities,' Respectfully submitted, 

-:if: 
R. J. FRENS, Sec'retary. 

GENERAL OPERATING STATEMENT AS OF JUNE 1, 1950 
Income for the year September 1, 1949 to August 31, 1950 

1948-49 
Actual 

Classical Payments __ , __ ~ __________________ $196,322_26 
Student Fees ................ " ....... " .. " ... 259,040.83 
Endowment Income ______________________ 6,000.56 
Calvin Church, Contributions, etc. 3,836.06 

Total Illcome ...................... $465,199.71 

1949-50 
Elltimate 

$219,333.79 
270,1'18.50 

6,114.59 
2,900.00 

$498,466.88 

1950--iH 
Revenue 

$240,000.00 
275,000.00 

6,000.00 
2,500.00 

$523,500.00 

Expenses for the year September 1, 1949 to August 31, 1950 

Salaries: 

1948-49 
Actual 

Seminary Instructional ___ , ______ $ 30,425.00 
College Instructional" ___________ . ____ 255,923.03 
Business Administrative _____ .. _ 20,954.20 
Janitorial __________________________________ 21,714.64 

Total Salaries .......... $329,016.87 
Emeritus and Pensions__________________ 19,632.53 
Supplies: 

Seminary Inst~·uctional _________ _ 
College Instructional ______ . __ ~ __ . __ _ 
Business Administrative _________ , 
Operation of Plant_._. ___ ... _. ___ ... __ 

1,864.83 
21,575.62 
17,861.19 
21,096.20 

Total Supplies ..... "".$ 62,397.84 

1949--50 
Estimate 

$ 32,075.00 
286,662.00 

19,300.00 
28,000.00 

$366,037.00 
30,066.20 

2,480.63 
25,453.55 
18,117.62 
26,146.74 

$ 72,198.54 

, 1950--51 
Budget 

$ 34,600.00 
299,495.00 

25,400.00 
, 28,160.00 

$387,655.00 
32,300.00 

4,430.00 
25,625.00 
23,300.00· 
42,950.00 

$ 96,305.00 
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Equipment - Improvements._...... 23,551.57 

Total Disbursements .... $434,598.81 

Operating Balance ................ '-....... $ 80,600.90 

25,743.43 

$494,045.17 

$ 4,421.71 

$516,260.00 

$ 7,240.00 

BUILDING EXPANSION FUND AS OF JUNE 1, 1950 
RECEIPTS 

Contributions: 
From Churches ............. _ ............... _ ...... _ ......... $ 
Other Sources .................... _ ............. _ ............ . 

1944 Drive _ .................. _ .................................... _ .. . 
Forward in Faith Drive ...... _ ........................... .;. 
Interest on Investments ____ ... _ ......... _ ................... . 

122,745.14 
165,869.90 

67,934.00 
964,035.79 

26,802.21 

Receipts to Date ............................ $1,347,387.04 
Pledges Receivable ................. _._.......................... 275,520.81 

Total Fund ................................. $ 1,622,907.85 

DISBURSEMENTS 
New Science Building ..... _ ............ _ ...... _ .............. $ 
Equipment ...... _ .................................................... . 
Addition to Library ........................ _ ........... _ ...... . 
j'Commons" Survey ..... _ ..................................... . 
Clark Property ............ , ...................................... . 
1947 Campaign .......................................... : ........ . 

950,449.54 
83,273.68 
86,619.61 

70.00 
80,648.32 
30,882.22 

----
Disbursed to date ....... _ .................. $ 1,231,943.37 

Cash on Hand ........................................................ $ 115,443.67 
Unpaid Pledges· .............................................. ,... 275,520.81. 

Total Fund ................................... $ 1,622,907.85 

BALANCE SHEET AS OF JUNE 1, 1950 
CURRENT FUND ASSETS-

Cash in Bank and' on Hand, .. _.$ 129,081.07 
Accounts Receivable 25,539.42 

PLANT FUND ASSETS-

Building and Grounds .......... $1,754,179.03 
Furniture and Equipment.... 197,846.07 
Expansion Fund Cash .... ~..... 115,443.67 
Unpaid Pledges .................... 275,520.81 

ENDOWMENT: FUND ASSETS-
Investments ................... _ .... _ .. . 
Cash in Savings Account ..... . 

CURRENT FUND BALANCES-

Unexpended Funds .............. $ 
Student Organizations' ....... . 

197,678.82 
2;'573.56 

11,584.19 
4,062.66 

$ 154,620.49 

$ 2,342,989.58 

$ 200,252.38 
$ 2,697,862.45 
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Student Deposits . ____ .. __ ........ . 
Accounts Payable ___ ._ ..... __ .. __ 
Reserve Accounts ........ ____ .. __ 

PLANT FUNDS-

5,641.28 
5,760.60 

127,571.76 

Total Building Funds _____ .. __ ... $ 720,081.73 
Building Expansion Fund .. _. 1,622,907.85 

ENDOWMENT FUNDS-
All Funds and Legacies .. _. __ ._ 

$ 154,620.49 

$ 2,342,989.58 

200,252.38 
$ 2,697,862.45 

CLASSICAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR 1949 
No. of

Families 

1432 
1998 
2187 
3178 
3130 
1758 

904 
2453 
1688 
1396 
1485 
2452 
1099 
728 

1881 
1614 
1535 

959 
2038 

33915 

Classis Amount Paid 
California ______ .......... _____ .... __ .. ______ .... __ ..... $ 9,213.35 
Chicago North .................................... 12,877.52 
Chicago South .................................... 14,115.40 
Grand Rapids East ... '........................... 19,081.58 
Grand Rapids South............................ 20,687.94 
Grand Rapids West............................ 11,427.02' 
Hackensack .... ____ ........ _____ ._. __ .. ____ .. ____ .... 5,727.27 
Holland ................................................ 15,944.50 
Hudson .................................................. 10,897.25' 
Kalamazoo ..... ______ .. ____ .. ___ .... ____ .......... ___ . 9,008.22 
Minnesota .... _____ ...... __ ..... ____ ......... _______ .. 9,774.53 
Muskegon ............................................ 15,812.00 
Orang'e City .................. ~..................... 7,156.04 
Ostfriesland .......................................... 4,732.00 
Pacific .................................................... 12,488.36 
Pella ........................................................ 10,609.72 
Sioux Center ...... _................................... 9,977.52 
Wisconsin ........... _ ........... _ ................... _ 6,233.50 
Zeeland .................................................. 13,247.10 

Totals ... , ................................................ $219,010.82 

Quota fOl" 1949 

$ 9,308.00 
12,987.00 
14,215.50 
20,657.00 
20,345.00 
11,427.00 

5,876.00 
15,944.50 
10,972.00 

9,074.00 
9,652.50 

15,938.00 
7,143.50 
4,732.00 

12,226.50 
10,491.00 

9,977.50 
6,233.50 

13,247.00 

$220,447.50 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 20 
(Art. 109) 

267 

PROPER FUNCTION OF CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS 
AND THE QUESTION OF WOMEN VOTING AT 

SUCH MEETINGS 

I. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

THE occasion for the appointment of this committee must be found 
in the Overture of Classis Muskegon to the Synod of 1947: 

"Classis Muskegon overtures Synod to study further the. question of 
the proper function of the Congregational Meeting arn0p-g our eccle
siastical assemblies and to properly delineate the authority of that as
sembly with a view. to the solving of the problem of allowing women 
members to vO,te in congregational meetings. 

Grounds: 
1. Cla:ssis Muskegon received an overture from one of its consis

tories because of the request of some of its women members to par
ticipate in congregational meetings. 

2. The Classis, after extensive study, felt that, for the sake of uni
formity, this should not be- merely the decision of a single c1assis or 
congregation. 

3. There are now some congregations that permit women ecclesias
.tical suffrage, so that in -actual fact, uni~ormity is not now a reality.'~ 
(d. Acts of Synod, 1947 - P 424 - Overture No. 13.) 

This overture had the concurrence of Classis Hackensack (d. Acts 
of Synod, 1947-p. 428~Ovetture No. 19). 

Upon advice of the advisory committee, Synod decided to "accede 
to the request of these classes on the basis of the grounds given." (cf. 
Acts of Synod, 1947 - p. 47). 

II. FORMULATION OF OUR MANDATE 

On the basis of the material referred to above, your committee con
cludes that its mandate is to study the character and authority of the 
congFegational meeting among our ecclesiastical assemblies, and the 
related question of women voting at such meetings. Obviously the 
committee has been given the twofold task of: 

A. Delineating the nature and authority of congregational meetings. 
B. Studying the question of Woman Su'ffrage at congregational 

meetings. 
It is these two questions which your committee has studied and 

which are faced in this report submitted to the Synod of 1950. 
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III. ANALYSIS 

A. Nature and authority of the Congregational Meeting - The 
question here is whether congregational meetings are authoritative .or 
advisory. Both views find some support in our creeds and forms. The 
generally accepted opinion among- us seems to be that .the congrega
tional meeting is not authoritative, . but advisory in character. The" 
congregational meeting is really' an open. consistory meeting to which 
all members in the congregation eligible to vote, are invited, thus being 
ghren an opportunity to express their opinion on such matters as are 
presented for consideration by the consistory. The advice of the cou

. gregation may not be lightly, set aside, but in the last ana1y-sis, the 
decisions taken become binding only after they have been acted upon 
by tile consistory, which is the actual ruling body of the congregation. 

To substantiate this position it is pointed out: 
1. That the congregational meeting is not mentioned among the 

four governing assemblies which are designated in Art. 29 of our e.O. 

2. The Church Order repeatedly speaks of matters being submitted 
to the congregation for approbation. (d. Art. 4, 5, 22, e.O.) 

3. This is the position taken by such recognized authorities in the 
field of Reformed Church polity as Rutgers (Kerkrechtel. Adviezen 
1, 150; II, 16Q); (Heyns - Kerkrecht en Kybernetiek, p. 288; Hand
book for Elders and Deacons, pp. 130-133). 

However, after careful study, your committee feels that this posi
tion is untenable' and that actually our congregational meetings are 
governmental in character so that its decisions are not merely advisory 
but binding. We have arrived at this conclusion for the following 
reasons. 

Arguments: 
1. The emphasis on the advisory character of congregational' meet

ings must be viewed in tl1e light of the historical background. Up to 
the 11th century the congregation exercised the right of choice or 
decision but through the hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Church this, 
was changed. It can be readily understood in the light of this back
ground that the Church Order assigns as much authority as it does to 
the consistory for reasons of safety, .or to put it in other words, in 
view of the fact tbat tl1e breaking away from the Roman Catholic 
Church was of comparatively recent date. The members in general 
had hardly reached ti,e stage of development where they could be en
trusted with governing authority in the church. 

2. Our Reformed creeds and forms ac~ually fa~or such an inter
pretation. 

a. In the Form for the Ordination of Elders and Deacons, tl1e 
question is asked: "Do you, both elders ~nd deacons, f~el in your 
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hearts that you are lawfully called of God's Church, and consequ,ently 
of God Himself, to these your respective holy offices?" 

b. In the Heidelberg Catechism the 85th question: "How is the 
kingdom of heaven shut and ,opened by ~hurch discipline ?" The an
S\"'ler to this question is as- follows: "By forbidding, according to the 
command of Christ, the use of the sacraments by those who under tht 
'Christian name maintain unchristian doctrines or practices; who will 
not after repeated brotherly admonitions, renounce their errors and 
wicked course of life; and who, baving been complained of to the 
church, or to those who are appointed by the church, despise their ad
monitions - by' which censure they are excluded from the Christian 
church ... " 

c. The Confession of Faith, or Belgic Confession, contains the 
following significant statement: "We believe that the ministers of 
God's Word, the elders, and the deacons ought to be chosen to their 
respective offices by a lawful election by the church, with calling upon 
the name of the Lord, and in that order which the Word of God 
teaches." (cf. Article 31.) 

3. Article 22 of our Church Order reads: "The Elders shall be 
chosen by the judgment of the consistory and the Deacons according 
to the regulations for that purpose established by the consistory. In 
pursuance of these regulations, every church shall be at liberty, ac· 
cording to its circumstances, to give the members an opportunity to 
direct attention to suitable persons, in oruer that the consistory may 
thereupon either present to the congregation for election as many as 
,are needed, that they may, after they are approved by it, unless <ii:ny 
obstacle arise, be installed with public prayers and stipulations; or 
present a "double number' to the congregation and thereupon install the 
one-half chosen by it, in the aforesaid manner, agreeably to the Form 
for this purpose. 

4. The Articles of Incorporation which have enjoted Synodical 
sanction sirice i926 stipulate very clearly that "no such purchase, sale 
or, conveyance, mortgage, lease, or fixing of salaries shall be made un· 
less the affirmative note of a majority of the members of this church 
organization, of \vhich said trustees are officers, shall be first obtained 
at a meeting of such members of this church ,or congregation present 
and entitled to vote, duly and specially called for that purpose by notice 
given for two successive Sundays at the usual place of meeting next 
'preceding such meeting ... " Additional statements of a similar nature 
could be cited. 

S. Recognized authorities in the field of Church polity are com
mitted to this position: 

a. V oetius considers participation in the election of office-bearers 
as belonging to the governmental authority of the church. (Pol. Ecd. 1 
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33, 225). Again, he says: "Het zijn voorzeker de gemeenteleden, door 
wier wettige verkiezing, of onmiddelijk aileen, of middelijk in den 
kerkeraad de macht aan dezen of genen persoon wordt medegedeeld." 
(Pol. Eccl. 1 228.) ("Whether this or that person is chosen, directly, 
by the membership or indirectly through the consistory, it certainly 
is 'true that ruling power is imparted to the individual through a law
ful election by the members of the congregation," translation ours.) 
Voetius does distinguish between "dll: algemeene regeermacht," (gen
eral governmental power) which includes the election of office-bearers, 
and which belongs to the congregation in general, and "de bijzondere 
regeermacht" (special governmental power) which has been given only 
to the consistory. 

b. In a report to the Synod of the Gereformeerde Kerken at Am
hem in 1930, and signed by Dr.'H. Bouwman, Dr .. S. Greydanus, Mr. 
R. Van Maare, and Ds. F. C. Meister, we fihd these significant state
ments. 

" .. . dat volgens G.~reformeerd kerkrecht de verkiezing tot het ambt 
door de leden der gemeente niet het karakter draagt van een advies, 
maar van eene medewerking met den kerkeraad tot de annwijzing van 
personen voor het ambt" ("That according to Reformed church pol
ity election to office by the members of the congregation is not advi
sory in character, but rather a cooperative act of the members of the 
congregation with the consistory in designating persons for· office." 
Translation ours.) 

" .. . dat de verkiezing in het kerkelijke een ander karakter draagt 
dan de approbatie. De approbatie draagt het karakter van tuchtoefen
ing, maar niet van gezagsoefening. Terwijl de approbatie bestaat in 
het goedkeuren of in het inbrengen van bezwaren tegen voorgestelde 
personen, spreekt de gemeente by de verkiezing met -keurstemmen uit 
wie zij als ambtsdragers begeert. De Verkiezing is een beslissende 
daad." (d. Rapporten 1930, 7-25). "that election in the ecclesiastical 
sphere is different in' character than approbation. Approbation is an 
exercise of judgment but not an exercise of authority. Whereas ap
probation consists in approving or in raising objections to nominated 
individuals; when electing, the congregation expresses by means of the 
ballot whom she desires as office-bearers. The election is a decisive 
act." Translation ours.) 

c. Dijk - Although he indicates that he himself has reservations, 
J Dr. Dijk in recent articles in HBouwen en Bewaren" states that among 
I the Reformed brethren in the Netherlands it is the prevailing opinion 
I that election of office-bearers belongs to the ruling-power of the church 

and is an exercise of governing authority. cf. Bouwen en Bewaren
Issue of Sept. 16, 1949. 
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d. Calvin - "Here it is inquired, whether a mlllister ought to be 
chosen by Jhe whole church, or only by the other ministers and the 
elders who preside over the discipline, or whether he may be appointed 
by the authority of an individual. Those who attribute this right to 
anyone man, quote what Paul says to Titus: "For this cause I leit 
thee in Crete1 that thou should ordain elders in every city/' and to 
Timothy: "Lay hands suddenly on no man." But they are exceedingly 
mistaken, if they suppose that either Timothy at Ephesus, or Titus in 
Crete, exercised a sovereign power to regulate everything according 
to his own pleasure. For they presided over the people, only to lead 
them by good and salutary counsels, not to act along to the exclusion 
of all others. But that this may not be thought to be an invention of 
mine, I will prove it "by a similar example. For Luke relates, that 
elders were ordained in the Churches by Paul and Barnabas, but at 
the same time he distinctly marks the manner in which this was done, 
- namely, by the suffrages Or votes of the people; for this is the mean
ing of the term he there employs . . . Those two apostles, therefore 
ordained them; but the whole multitude, according to the custom ob
served in elections among tht Greeks declared by the elevation of 
their hands who was the object of their choice. So the Roman his
torians frequently speak of ,the consul, who held the assemblies, as 
appointing the new magistrates, for no other reasQn but because he 
received the suffrages and presided at the election. Surely it is not 
credible that Paul granted to Timothy and Titus more power than 
he assumed to himself; but \ve see that he was accustomed to ordain 
bishops according to the suffrages of the people. The above passages, 
therefore, ought to be understood in the same manner, to guard against 
all infringement of the common right and liberty of the church. It 
is a good remark, therefore of Cyprian, when he contends, "That it 
proceeds from Divine authority, that a priest should be elected pub
licly in the presence of all the people, and that he should be approved 
as a worthy and fit person by the public judgment and testimony." 
In the case of the Levitical priests, we find it was commanded by the 
Lord that they should be brought forward in the view of the people 
before their consecration. Nor was Matthias added to the number of 
the apostles, nor were the seven deacons appointed without the pres~ 
ence and approbation of the people. 'These examples,' says Cyprian, 
'show that the ordination of a priest ought not to be performed but 
with the knowledge and concurrence of the people, in order that the 
election which shall have been examined by the testimony of all, may 
be just and legitimate.' We find, therefore, that it is a legitimate min~ 
istry according to the word of God, when those who appear suitable 
persons are appointed with the consent and approbation of the people; 
but that other pastors ought to preside over the election, to guard the 
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multitude from falling into any improprieties, through inconstancy, 
intrigue, or confusion. Institutes - Book IV,Chap. III, Par. 15. 

6. The Teaching of Scripture. Scripture does not present specific 
regulations for the election of office-bearers, ,but it does reveal certain 
principles which the church must observe in this matter. 

a. Scripture makes it perfectly plain that the congregation is not 
to exercise free choice in the election of office-bearers as if the church 
is simply a society of individuals voluntarily united for the attainment 
of a common goal. On--thc contrary, the church is the body of Christ 
and it is the duty of the office-bearers to safeguard the recognition of 
the authority of Christ, and to direct matters in such a way that all 
things are done in orderly and worth)~ fashion. (d. passages cited 
above; and Eph. 4:12-16.) - -

b. It should be noted that the apostles did not appoint to office. 
They did not "lord it" over the church, expecting the members of the 
congregation simply to obey. The apostles did give leadership, did 
emphasize the qualifications for holding oince, and did ordain to office; 
but they recognized the fact that the congregation must have a voice 
in the election to office, and acted accordingly. Office-bearers have the 
obligation to request cooperation of the congregation so that the will 
of Christ may be done. Guidance through the office and choice by the 
congregation go hand in hand. To regard tl,is voting at congregational 
meetings' as advisory in character is to reduce it to a mere formality. 
(d. Acts 14:23; Titus 1 :50.) -

c. Scripture -demands that we shall reckon with the office of believ
ers. The,members of Christ's body share in His anointing. Each one 
is called to active participation and to that end has received the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. It should be remembered that the offices are rep
resentative of Christ, but He designates who shall fill these by reveal
ing His will through a Spirit-guided church. Just as the body func
tions through various organs, so the body of Christ or· the church ex
presses itself through the offices. It must be maintained that office in 
the church does not originate apart from the church and stand above 
it, but comes up out of the congregation itself. Intrinsically a group 
of believers has the .right of self-government. Wonld anyone deny 
that a company of Christians isolated because of shipwreck or some 
other 'reason, would have the right to organize and to choose office
bearers, thus making provi$ion for their necessary spiritual care? 

. Even the apostles were first disciples, believers, or members of the 
church, .before called to apostleship. (Eph. 4:12-16.) 

In view of all this it should be clear that our congregational meet-
L ings do more than advise. They exercise a measure of ruling power. 
I: They influence and help direct the affairs of tbe church and of God's 

Kingdom. It now remains for us to ,investigate ,what bearing this has 
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upon 'the question of woman suffrage at our congregational meetings. 
It is imperative then that we seek to uncover the Scriptural prin

ciples pertaining to the proper place of women _in the church, wi~h a 
view to deciding whether woman suffrage is demanded, pennissable, 
or desirable. Although especially three classes of women are affected 
by the answer to this question (namely: wido,ws, unmarried women, 
and women whose husbands are 119t confessing members) it is never
theless true that it is a question which pertains also to women in gen
eral. In the last analysis it should not be practical considerations, but 
our eagerness to understand and apply ScrIptural truth which should 
motivate us in our study of this problem. Let it be understood very 
plainly that the related question whether women may hold office in the 
church is not within the sco"pe of our mandate although some reference 
to it may be unavoidable. 

The passage which comes to mind first of all is that found in Acts 1, 
with such related passages as Acts 6, and Acts 14 :23 receiving some 
consideration. An analysis of this material reveals the following: 

l. It is doubtful whether the disciples with their Jewish background 
would have' been, ready at that time to give the woman a vote in the 
actual choosing of Matthias. 

2. It is uncertain whether there were women in the multitude which 
Peter addressed and of which it is said: "And they put forward two, 
Joseph called Barsabbas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. 
And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, who knowest the hearts of all 
men, show of these two the' one whom Thou hast chosen, to take the 
place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas fell away, 
that he might go to his own place. And they gave lots for them; and 
the lot fell _upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven 
apostles." (Acts 1 :23-26.) Acts 1 :14 might lead one to conclude that 
women were present but Acts 1 :15, which seems to indicate a break 
",-ith the preceding context, leaves this matter ip. doubt. 

3. The term of addre~s used, by Peter: "men and brethren" would 
seem to exclude the women, although there is a difference of opinion 
amongst commentat?rs on this point. We agree with the exegesis 
furnished us 'Qy Dr. Wm. Hendriksen who states: " .. _ it is at leaEt 
of some significance to point to the fact that according to the original 
~ which is not brought out very clearly in the American Standard 
Version - Peter addressed his audience not merely as "adelphoi" but 
as "andres adelphoi." On this point Lenski has the following com
ment: "andres adelphoi" is the formal address to a body of men and 
is commonly used thus; it is less familiar thah "adelphoi," so that the 
translation of the A. V. is preferable to that of the R V. The as
sembly consisted of men, otherwise lIandres" could not have been used; 
"adelphoi" might include ,adelphai, just as today "brethren" may in-
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elude Hsisters," but "andres" could not include '''gunaikes'' just as to 
this day the address 'men' omits 'women'." 

4. Ther,e was no actual election. The matter was decided by casting 
the lot. At most we have here a case of approbation. 

5. The material in the book of Acts does not plead for woman suf-' 
frage in the church -of J eSllS Christ. Nowhere in this book does one 
find deareut evidence. that the women cast a ballot or took' some other 
active part in the election of office-bearers. 

There are certain key passages in the epistles of Paul which have 
important bearing on this problem of woman suffrage in the church 
(I Cor. 11, I Cor. 14; and I Tim. 2:12). It is remarkable that in each 
of these psasages Paul bases his position upon the teaching found "in 
the Old Testament, with the creation ordinances especially important 
in- his discussions. It is incumbent upon us, therefore, to examine 
what light the Old Testament sheds on the issue before us, and then 
to proceed on that basis to an analysis of the material in the New 
Testament. 

It is clear, that the Scripture teaches both the equality and in
equality of the woman with the man. The equality of the woman is 
very clearly indicated in Genesis 1 :27, "So God created man in His 
own image, in the image of God created He him; male and female 
created He· them." Evidently in this first chapter of Genesis the woman 
is viewed as an individual in her relation to God and not first of all 
in her relation to the man, and it is emphasized that as image-bearer 
of God she is man's equal. 

On the other hand, the inequality of the woman is evident from 
Gen. 2, which reveals that she was made after, because of, out of, and 
far the man .. She was meant to be a help to the man and was fashioned 
in such a way that she would be peculiarly fitted for such a position in 
life. It is quite evident then, especially in view of verse 24, that in 
this second chapter the woman is introduced to us as wife and help
meet. As such she differs from the man both physically and psycho
logically; and this difference Tooted in creation is such that ideally 
she finds her place in life especially in the home. She must show de-

'- ference to the man as her head; and, although obligated to cooperate 
with her husband in ruling over the family, she is duty bound by virtue 
of her position as a helper and helpmeet, to recognize that the man has 
a certain priority in the exercise of authority and' in ,government. It 
ought to be remembered that although this pertains especially to the 
marriage relationship, the differences between man and woman are in-

, herent in their very nature. Since man was created and qualified by 
God to be the leader and aggressor, and the woman was created and 
adapted to be man's helper and complement; it follows that, on the 
one hand she is constituted differently and is required to recognize 
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that the man certainly has priority in the sphere of government; on 
the other hand, since she complements the man and has her own gifts 
she is both privileged and obligated to 'make her own distinctive con
tribution. 

The difference between man and woman was accentuated by the 
fall. Whereas according to Genesis 3 the man was cursed in his work, 
the woman was cursed in her person, and was punished as woman, 
wife, and mother. The natural, creational relationship between man 
and woman was not erased through sin, but it was maintained after 
sin. The curse of sin would rest upon man as man, and upon woman 
as woman. Adam was to rule over Eve. Said God: "Unto the woman 
He said, I will gr~atIy multiply thy pain and thy conception; in pain 
thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, 
and he shall rule over thee." Gen. 3 :16. Map has repeatedly over 
reached himself and has subj ected the woman- to abuse and domina
tian. Thi§ sad fact accounts for practices such as polygamy, concu
binage, arbitrary divorces, the treatment of wives as chattel property, 
etc. These abuses stand condemned by the Word of God. But the 
creational priority of man in the home and in every realm of life where 
authority is exercised is not c/ancelled through man's fall into sin, but 
this priority is specifically maintained since by reason of sin men would 
be inclined to rebel also against this form of God-ordained authority. 

However, the Old Testament demanded that the woman be honored 
and that her position and influence in the home be held in high esteem. 
(d. Gen. 2:23; Exodus 2:12; Proverbs 11:16; 14:1; and Psalm 128.) 
She was present when the law was read and was expected to keep the 
fea,sts; she received divine revelation (Hagar, Sara, and' tlie wife of 
Minoah); and at times functioned as prophetess (d. Exodus 15 :12; 
Numbers 12:2; Judges 4; and II Kings 22:13-20). However, even 
among God's covenant people polygamy and other evils were prac
ticed; and by thes'e evils the Israelitish woman was subjected to man's 
caprice and 'domination, contrary to God's creational ordinances .. 

Turning to the New Testament we are impressed with the fact that 
one of the first to welcome J eSllS was Anna, the prophetess; that in 
contrast to the rabbis of His day, J eSllS associated on intimate terms 
with women; that Christ put an end to woman's precarious position 
by His divorce stipulation; that women in fulfillment of Joel's proph
ecy shared in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit (d. Acts 2); and 
that· they were given a position of spiritual equality with men in the 
New Testament Church (d. Gal. 3 :28; I Peter 3 :7). As a believer, 
the woman is a sister in the Lord and shares equally with man in all 
the redemptive benefits of Christ. 

This must not be understood to mean, however, that by the spiritual 
equality of men and women, the natural differences between them are 
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now annulled or abrogated. This is perfectly apparent frOln such pas-' 
sagcs as· Gal. 3:28; I Cor. 11; Eph. 5; Col. 3:18; I Peter 3;lff. Even 
as the natural differences between Jew and Gentile were not wiped 
O1.1t \vhen these became one in Christ, so male and female could be 
one in Christ but their natural differences would continue. In other 
words, the creation ordinance governing the relationship between man 
an1 woman \vas not nullified by redemption; but continues in effect 
even today. . 

It is evident then that according to the New T estamcnt, women as 
well as men were regarded as members of the body of C~ll'ist and that 
they were accorded all the privileges which such membership entailed. 
And women were also used in special capacities and performed im
pOl·tant functions in the early church (Acts 21 :9; Rom. 16; I Tim. 5). 
As a consequence the church throughout the N e\"v Testament era has 
made grateful use of the service of \;o".'omen in the church. However, 

'one is hard-pressed to find any iristance in the New Testament where 
women were permitted to hold office or .were permitted to rule over 
men in the church. 

With this background, let us now turn to the three key-passages in 
the Pauline epistles, namely - I Cor. 11 :1-15; I Cor. 14; and I Tim. 
2 : 12. We shall discuss each one in turn. 

1. I Corinthians 11 :1-15. We agree with those who hold that Paul 
is here speaking of what took place in public worship rather than in 
private assemblies. Be that as it may, it certainly is dear that Paul 
is not speaking of congregational meetings. This material therefore 
has indirect but nevertheless important bearing on the question at hand. ' 
. There were in that church some extreme emancipationists who thought 
that their being in Christ freed them from obedience to the creation 
ordinance governing the relationship between the man and the woman. 
The wearing of the veil in those days was a symbol of the woman's 
subjection and modesty, ,and was indicative of the fact that the woman 
recognized the creation ordinance. Paul does not forbid women to 
prophesy but insists that when they do so they shoJI manifest a proper 
regard for the ordin,ances of God. To that end he emphasizes the re
:":"tionship between the woman' and the man as rooted in creation and 
revealed in the Old Testament. In order to meet the objection that man 
in distinction from the woman would be autonomous, the apostle points, 
out that the head of the woman is the man; the head of the man is 
Christ; and the head of Christ is God. (cf. I Cor. 11 :3.) 

2. I Corinthians 14 :34, 35 "let the women keep silence in the 
churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but let them be 

. in subjeelion as also saith the law. And if they would learn anything, 
let them ask their own husbands at home: for it is shameful for a 
women to speak in the church." Here we note the follow:ing points. 
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a. Commentators are agreed that Paul in this passage is spt;aking 
of public worship, although it must be remembered that SUc-11 v'lOl"ship 
was far more informal at that time than it is today. Is it l).ot true that 
when the- church passed out of the mission stage into a well-organized 
church, the male members also lost the right of free discussion? 

b, The context clearly indicates ,that Paul is speaking of the use of 
the charismatic gift of prophesying and that he is insisting that all 
things shall be done in good order. (c!. verses 22.24,26,29-33, & 40.) 

c, This injunction given the women apparently has reference 
. primarily to married women. (cf. I Cor. 14:35.) 

d. The injunction that women shall "keep silence in the churches" 
cannot be given general application. It is a fact that women were 
allowed to prophesy. (cf. I Cor. 11: 1-15. ) 

e. What the apostle Paul forbids is that \vomen shall take part in 
the discussion and critical evaluation which took place in public worship 
at that ti~ne in connection with the revelation given to the early church 
by means of the Charismatic gifts of prophesying and speaking with 
tongues. Paul insists that the women show de.ferenc~ ,to their husbands 
by being silent listeners, and that such questions as,they might have be 
asked of their husbands at home. For them to take·part in the discussion 
would, according to Paul, 'be a violation of the creation ordinance. 

3. I Tim. 2 :12 - "But I permit not a woman to' teach, nor to have 
dominion over a' man, but to be in quietness." This passage must be 
interpreted in the light of what Paul has taught in I Cor. Certainly 
none of us would maintain that it is always wrong for a woman to 
teach. We use women as teachers in OUf christian schools and in our 
Sunday schools, as well as on our mission fields. We expect mE)thers 
to teach their children. The text really speaks for itself for it is 
evident from the succeeding phrase that Paul docs not forbid women 
to teach, but that he condemns any teaching on the part of women which 
would constitute a usurpation of the authority which rightfully belongs 
to the man. She may not by her teaching -exercise dominion over a 
man. It would seem to be a very convincing argument agains per
mitting women to hold a teaching or governing office in the church; 
but that does not happen to be the question with which our mandate 
deals; 

It will be obvious to all that the passages from Holy Writ just dis
cussed do not deal directly with the question of woman suffrage at our 
congregational meeting. These passages,are, therefore, not immediately 
conclusive regarding our present question. We would also remark that 
some very able Reformed scholars are convinced that the Bible passages 
considered above do not warrant the introduction of woman suffrage at 
congregational meetings, but that these passages definitely militate 
against this suggested il1trocluction. But other equally able Reformed 
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scholars fail to see anything in the passages considered which should 
keep the churches from putting our women on par with men at our 
congregational meetings. In fact, some of these Bible scholars are con~ 
vinced that Scriptural data demands that women rce:eive equal rights 
with men at our congregational meetings. 

The arguments pro and can regarding the question whether or not 
women should be accorded the right to speak and vote at congregational 
meetings, are in the main as follows: 
Pro. 

1. Congregational meetings are merely advisory in character. No 
ruling power is exercised at these gatherings.' Those who speak and 
vote at these meetings do not help to govern the .church. 

2. There are no passages or principles in Holy Writ which would 
forbid the churches from according to women the same rights which 
men are permitted to exercise at congregational meetings. 

3. Not only is the woman used for many important functions in 
the church today, -- think of the help she gives in our Sunday Schools, 
ottr work of evangelism, and through our women's organizations,
but she also has the right of approbation and of protest, and insofar 
the churches have already accorded to women the right to help govern 
the churches. 

4. Several Reformed church bodies have for years given to their 
,vomen the right of suffrage at their congregational meetings - such 
as the Reformed Churches of Scotland, Switzerland, Germany, and 
Hungary, and also the Hervormde Kerk of the Netherlands. 

Con. 
1. Congregational Pleetings are more than advisory gatherings. 

They exercise a measure of ruling power, and _decisions duly taken at 
these :tneetings are decisive in character. Those who speak and vote at 
these gatherings help to govern the church. 

2. There are certain passages and principles in Boly Writ which 
forbid the churches from according to women the same rights which 
men are permitted to exercise at congregational meetings. 

3. Our women are indeed worthy and valuable helpers in the 
churches today - as they already were in the days of the Apostles, -_.
but the labors which they perform may be classified as helps which 
harmonize fully with the nature and calling of womanhood. Further
more, there is a difference between the rendering of silent and inactive 
approval, and the act of speaking arid voting at congregational meetings; 
as also there is a difference between an appeal for vindication or- a 
protest against an injustice, and the active participation in the govern
mental business at congregational meetings. 
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4. It is true that' some Reforn~ed church bodies hav~ introduced 
women suffrage. However, the Reformed Churches of the Nether
lands have ruled as recently as 1930 that Holy Writ gives no warrant 
for introducing women suffrage in the churches. 

Your committee was charged, first of all, to delineate the nature and 
authority of congregational meetings, and secondly to study the question 
of women suffrage at congregational meetings. 

The first of the four statements summarizing the chief arguments 
for and against the question at hand, concerns the nature and authority 
of congregational meetings. Regarding this first point, all three mem
bers of your committee agree that congregational meetings are more 
than advisory gatherings; they are governmental in character. 

Points 2 to 4 concern the second half of our mandate: the study of 
woman suffrage at our congregational meetings. And regarding these 
points, which involve exegetical questions, YOllr committee has not 
been able to reach agreement. On these points our conclusions differ. 

We have also noted that the matter is still being discussed by various 
leaders of the Reformed Churches of the Netherlands. (De Gerefor
meerde Kerken in Nederland.) 1:he Synod of 1930 of these churches 
judged that there was no Scriptural 'warrant for the introduction of 
women suffrage in the churches. But lately the matter is again under 
discussion in the religious press of the Netherlands, and - if we are 
correctly informed, - the latest Synod bf these churches, 1949, has 
appointed a committee to restudy the whole matter. 

IV RECOMMENDATIONS 

In view of the situation as indicated we b~lieve it would be unwise 
for the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church to make a pronounce
ment on this important question at this time. The basic issues in
volved have not come to sufficient clarity in the midst of our churches, 
and the desired measure of agreement can hardly be expected at this 
time. And inasmuch as this question not only confronts us but also 
our sister churches in the Netherlands, and inasmuch as we are now 
holding Ecumenical Synods from time to time" your committee advises 
Synod: 

First, to urge all our letl.ciers, consistories, and Classes to study the 
questions basic to this issue, giving particular heed to the Scriptural 
passages cited in this report. 

Secondly, to request the next Reformed Ecumenical Synod for ad
vice regarding the matter of women suffrage at congregational meet
ings. This request for advice, as we see it, should embrace a study o£ 
the nature and authority of congregational meetings in our ~eformed 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 21 
(Art. 121, 157) 

281 

THE CALVINIST RESETTLEMENT SERVICE COMMITTEE 
FOR DISPLACED PERSONS 

To the Synod of 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN IN CHRIST: 

YOUR Committee, though given but a brief mandate, was charged 
with a grave responsibility and a difficult task, directly involving 

the temporal and spiritual wellbeing of several hundreds of homeless 
and destitute war-victims. 

W have labored conscientiously and prayerfully to carry out the 
synodical mandate to the 8est of our ability as we find it written' in the 
Acts of Synod, 1949, pg. 69, Art. 118, VI: Displaced Petsons. "Since 
the plight of displaced Europeans has been brought to our attention 
by the Home Missions Committee and assistance to affect their rehabili
tation has been requested, Synod appoints a special committee w 
inaugl1ra~e a denominational program for the resettlement of some of 
these Displaced Persons of a Reformed Background in our various 
Church centers, possibly to be channeled through the Diakonate." 

In' constituting the membership of this special committee the Synod, 
acting upon the advice of its Committee on Appointments, designated 
the following,: "COMMITTEE FOR DISPLACED PERSONS: 
Dr. P. Y. De Jong; Rev. J. M. Van de Kieft; One Elder from Neland 
Ave. Chr. Ref. Church;'One Elder from Dennis Ave. Chr. Ref. Church; 
One Deacon from Alpine Ave. Chr. Ref. Church; One Deacon from 
Grandville Ave. Chr. Ref. Church." pg. 94; Art. 133; .No. 52. 

Due to less frequent meetings of consistories during the summer 
months it was not until the last day of August that each of the designated 
Consistories had acted and the Committee, properly constituted, could 
organize and undertake the task assigned. 

The cooperating Consistories had made the following appointments 
as per request of Synod: 

Elder Henry Verwys of N eland Ave. 
Elder John Van der Meer of Dennis Ave. 
Deacon Arthur Peelen of Alpine Ave. 
Deacon Neal Setsma of Grandville Ave. 

The order of the synodical appointees indicated Dr. P. Y. De J ong 
as Chairman, and the Rev. J. M. Van de Kieft as Secretary of the 
Comrnittee. :Mr. Neal Setsma was chosen as Treasurer. 
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PLAN OF ACTION AND ORGANIZATIONAL SET-UP 
In order to inaugurate a denominational progra~n for the i-esettlement 

of some of the Displaced Persons of Reformed persuasion, it was first 
of all necessary to devise a Plan of Action and to activate the proper 
Organizational Set-up. 

Your Committee estimated that a fair quota of sponsors from our 
denomination would be for 300 to 325 Displaced Person families, ap
proximatelY an average of one family per congregation. 

We took cognizance of the fact that the major faiths, the Roman 
Catholic, the Jeirish, and the Protestant, have each inaugl1rated their 
own _program for sponsoring and resettling their own co-religionists. 
In the case of the Protestants, there are a number of sponsoring agencir.!s, 
such as The Church V\Torld Service, including the majority of the 
larger Protestant Churches in the United States, the Lutheran Re
settlement Service, the National Association of Evangelicals, sponsor
ing for its constituency, and the Mennonite Central Comniittee. AU 
these, and l11any others) operate under the Presidential Commission 
for Displaced Persons as voluntary agencies for sponsoring and re
settling Displaced Persons thruout our country. 

Since there was among them none that specifically sought to aid 
Displaced Persons "of Reformed background," although there were 
many thousands of these among the Displaced Persons officially 
registered by the United Nations International Refugee Organization 
(IRO), your Committee turned to Dr. Charles Vincze, Archdean of 
the Magyar Free Reformed Church of Perth Amboy, New Jersey, to 
ascertairi whether his church was carrying on a program in behalf of 
the H:ungarian Calvinist Displaced Persons, and whether they were 
able to take care of all their kinsmen of common faith and national 
background. 

Dr. Vincze replied that their churches were sponsoring through the 
American Hungarian Federation in Washington. He stated that the 
number of destitute, homeless Hungarian Calvinists in the European 
DP Camps far exceeded their ability to sponsor and resettle and that 
they would thank God if our Chr_ Reformed Chnrch would activate a 
program to resettle some of these fell~w believers in our country and 

,in our churches. 

Your Committee thereupon entered into direct correspondence and 
contact with the Rev_ Stephen E. Balogh, Executive Secretary of the 
American Hungarian Federation and a co-operative Resettlement Plan 
was d~awn up and mutually agreed upon. 

According to this plan our Committee agreed to procure the required 
sponsors from our congregations, nominating displaced persons families, 
or single individuals, with housing and job guarantee. We also assured 
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payment of the inland transportation expenses of the admitted dis
placed persons from the port of debarkation to their destination, and 
the reimbursement of the added administrative and secretarial expenses 
incurred at the AFR Office in activating our denominational program. 

The American Hungarian Federation provided us with a selected 
Roster of 300 families and single Displaced Persons of the Calvinist 
'faith furnished them by their own Committees working in the DP 
Camps. This list was gradually augmented to 500 names. 

OUf next step was to activate the program within our churches. 
Two letters were sent to all the Consistories in the United States. The 
first explained our denominational Program and Plan of Action; the 
second gave additional information and instructions how to proceed, 
enclosing the sets of App'lication Forms or Assurances to be filled out 
in quadruplicate for each Displaced Person or Family sponsored. Later 
follow-up letters were sent to the Consistories informing of, progress, 
answering questions and urging co-operation without delay as time was 
running short. We also gave further publicity and pressed our appeal 
thru the church papers and in personal correspondence. 

It became necessary to employ the services of a part-time Secretary. 
Miss Agnes Flonk of the Oakdale Park Church. has not only served 
efficiently in secretarial capacity, but has entered into the work with 
the same spirit of compassion with which your Committee has under
taken and carried on its synodically assigned· progl"am of mercy. 

THE PROGRAM IN ACTION. 
Your Committee had hoped by this time (the middle of March) to 

be ahle to report not only progress, but fruits in which we might all 
rejoice together with those whom we might give new hope and welcome 
into our midst as fellow citizens of the City of God. 

It should be remembered however, that our program did not get 
under way until September and it takes from four to six months to 
process a DP family after the assurances are final1y validated. We 
had good expectation of receiving the first arrivals previous to thi.s 
time but complications have bogged down the smooth and effective 
working out of our program. We have acquainted the churches with 
some of these besetting and delaying difficulties in an article appearing 
in the Banner issue of March 17. 

Before amplifying these complex problems mare specifically, we 
present a statistical sumtpary of the responses on the part of our 
churches thus far. 

There were 92 sets of assurances received in all from 61 churches. 
The breakdown is as follows: 

37 churches sent in 1 set of Assurances each 
.18 churches sent in 2 sets of Assurances each 

... 37 
__ .... 36 
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·5 churches sent in 3 sets of Assurances each __ 
1 church sent in 4 .sets pf Assurances each. 

... _15 
. .. 4 

m H 
27 of the churches sertt reply that they were not in a posItion to 

sponsor a DP individual or family .. These included the larger as well 
as the smaller, the country as well as the city churches. 

As the assurances were received by your Committee we matched them 
as nearly as we were able from the Nominal Roster list given us by 
the American Hungarian Federation and sent them in to its Washing
ton Office. They secured the validation by the Presidential Committee 
and then sent notification to the Displaced Persolls of their nomination 
and sponsorship. At the same time they sent our Committee notification 
of the validation on AFH-16 Forms containing the address of the 
nominated and sponsored DPs and stating that the sponsoring church 
could enter into correspondence with them in the English language. 
Our Corhmittee received. 70 of these AHF-16 Form certifications and 
began to forward them to the respective sponsoring churches as they 
were being received. I-Iowever, we soon discovered that these notifica
tions and validations were not final because of duplication of sponsor
ship by different agencies and listing of the DPs in Europe by different 
Committees and organizations unkrtown to each other. Y OUf Com
mittee decided, therefore, to withhold forwarding the AHF Forms 
of notification to OUr Consistories until receipt of the final validations, 
AHF-4 Forms. Of these only six have come thru. Since the beginning 
of December the process of sponsoring and validation from this side 
has been retarded by the action of most of the States requiring that 
a local inspection audit be made by state representatives before the final 
validation is given by the President's· Committee in Washington .. This, 
added to the numerous and many-sided screenings of the Displaced 
Persons and their families by the government military and civil agents; 
greatly complicates and protracts the whole program.· 

Various factors account for the decidedly limited co-operation ami 
disappointing sharing o~ this united, denominational program for re
~-settling our quota'of Displaced Persons from among those of our com
mon faith. 

We ,refrain from passing judgment, or even expressing an opinion, 
as to the motivation of anyone of our Diaconates, Consistories or Con
gregations in the specific action that each has taken. 

But in general, regarding our program as a whole, undertaken 'as 
an act of mercy, in the Name of our merciful Savior and in behalf 
of distressed and destitute Displaced Persons of our Reformed faith, 
your Committee cannot help but ask the question whether the decision 
to aid, or not to aid, fellow members of the body of Christ, a decision 
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being made as before the Head of that body, and its futme Judge, 
should not be taken looking at the need of the Displaced Persons rather 
than at the responsibilitie~ to be assumed in their behalf. . 

vVe do appreciate < and gl:atefully acknowledge the spirit of genuine 
compassion and unselfish, Chtistlike devotiol1 manifested by our people 
and churches in this and so many other works of mercy and relief. 
Have we yet to rise higher, and to follow the Lamb deeper, in the 
spirit and after the manner of the Good Samaritan, who recognized 
his neighbor in a perfect stranger? His heart responded to the man's 
need.' Lest we forget, Jesus added: '''Go tho11, and do likewise!" 

PROBLEMS AND DIFFICULTIES. 
The basic problem, which could neither be helped nor 'rectified by 

your Committee, has been that our program began at least a year too 
late. The present Displaced Persons Act of 1948, under which we are 
operating, will expire June 30, 1950. Anew law is in the making and 
has already passe~ the House (Celler Bill HR 4567) and is now in 
the hands of the Judiciary Committee of the Senate. It is hoped that 
the cumbersome· restrictive measures contained in the present bill will 
be removed. But, there are indications that others of a simpar nature, 
will be addeq to the, new Bill which would permit an additional 114,000 
DPs to become eligible for sponsorship into the United States. In the 
meantime the IRO (International Refugee Organization) of the United 
States is winding up its work by the end of June. The DPs registered 
by them for 'admittance under the present law are becoming desperate 
as their camps are closing up and they face being left to join the hope
less thousands of the "hard cores." They are taking their very first 
opportunity, for fear it mal' be their last. Not a few of those sponsored 
by our church have thus gone to' Australia or other lands, or even to 
our owu country uuder other' sponsorships. 

The question may be asked: "Why then did they not wait for us?" 
The answer is that our Committee has not given a blanket assurance 
to all the Displaced Persons of Hungarian Calvinist fa,ith, nor to any 
definite number, of them, so that there is :11.0 guarantee for them on our 
part that they will be sponsored. 

Then why does our Committee not gi\re this assurance and guarantee? 
Again, the answer is that we are bound by the limits of our program 
and the restrictions of the law under which we must operate. The 
assurances that we give must first be given to us and matched according 
to nominations as to size of families and as to vocations. Many of 
the DPs on our nominal list are out of the classifications for which we 
are receiving 'applications. There are, for example, 11 Physicians, .3 
Ministers, 2 Dentists, 10 Students, a Professor of Philosophy and 
several of the legal, profes:::;on among them. Since therefore, we C;1I1-
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not give an assured guarantee that 'we will spopsor a definite number 
as a group, we cannot request or expect that they from their side 
will give us a blanket, or group assurance tnat they will wait for us. 
There are a number who have declared themselves 'wjlling and desirous 
to wait for OUf Calvinist Resettlement Service Committee and who are 
passing by other prior opportunities. We are trying our best to have 
these sponsored, altho it means adjustments in the matching of applica-
tions with their age and occupational and family status. ' 

There are priorities and preferences, such as '30% are required to 
be agriculturists, 40% must be of Baltic national origins, which add 
to the restrictions and complications of the present law. 

The responsibilities assumed in sponsoring Displaced Persons are 
that of providing a livable home and employment. Morally, our respon
sibiiity would continue as we receive them into· our churches and com
munities and help them in time of need. Legally, there is no wardship 
or indefinite obligation assumed. In our program the ~merican Hungar
ian Federation has assured your Committee of their aid in resettling 
"trouble cases." The percentage of these has been small among the 
more than 135,000 Displaced Persons who have already been welcomed 
and given a new start in life in our country since June 1948. Your 
Committee will continue to press on despite the difficulties and 
hindrances, trusting that the Lord will accomplish his own"great pur
poses of mercy thru our limited feeble efforts and this work also will 
not be in vain. 

In a supplementary report we will bring our DP Resettlement pro
gram up to date at the time of Synod, D.V. 

ORPHANED CHILDREN. 
We have had many requests for sponsoring DP orphaned children 

by individual members 01 our churches and by some of our churches. 
The American Hungarian Federation had many similar requests which 
it was unable to fill. A special Committee in N e\v York City has been 
working on this matter in behalf of all the DP sponsoring agencies with 
but little results. Only about an average of one a week were brought 
in. There is ,a complex of international, national and state Adoption 
Laws which arc all being applied so as to almost frustrate this humani
tarian effort on the part of childless couples, and of parents who are 
willing to seek "family increase" by way of adopting homeless children 
and to provide them with Christian love and care and a covenant train
ing. 

The European countries have themselves taken in many thousands 
of these little war-victims. Widows with children, who wish to keep 
their families together, and are willing to work for them, have .waited 
in vain for sponsors. Some have been forced to 'give their children 
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away in order to insure a home for them which they themselves could 
not provide. 

FINANCES. 
In or.def to meet the expenses connected with the administration and 

the execution of our Calvinist Resettlement Service program your 
Committee has established a "FUND FOR DISPLACED PERSONS" 
and requested all our Consistories in the United States to contribute an 
initial grant of 30 cents per family, or more, from their Deacon Fund. 
The government provides the cost of ocean transportation. The inland 
transportation and baggage service from the Port of Debarkation (New 
York City for all those going east of the Mississippi, and New Orleans 
for those going west of the River) to their destination will be paid out 
of the Displaced Persons Fund, thus equalizing this cost for all 'our 
churches. 

In our supplementary report to Synod the Treasurer's Report, duty 
audited, will be presented. The following summary-statemept is here 
appended: 

Tot~l Receipts .... _. __ ............... __ ...... . ...... $3,774.95 
Total Disbursements .................................. 829.14 

Balan.ce in Bank as of March 11. ............. $2,945.81 

88 of o'ur churches have responded to the Committee's appeal for 
the ne'cessary Funds. A number of others have written that they expect 
to contribute later. Some have informed us that while they are not in 
a position to sponsor a DP family or individual, they are willing to 
help :financially. We will need considerable increase in our Fund when 
the DP families begin to corne in and whole families must be trans¥ 
ported to distant places by rail. 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 
In concluding its first report your Committee expresses the well

founded expectation that before Synod me~ts in June our churches 
will have welcomed some of our Displaced Persons in their midst. 
Looking forward to their coming, we have prepared the following 
WELCOME MESSAGE, which Dr. Charles Vincze has kindly trans
lated for us into Hungarian. Mr. John J. Dahm, Director of our 
Holland Seamens' 1-3:ome in Hoboken, -will present it in name of .our 
churches when they reach our shores in New York, and a represent£!,tive 
of the American Hungarian Federation will take care of the distribution 
in New Orleans. 

Should any of our churches or members desire a copy of this Wel
come leaflet, vve will be glad to supply them upon request. 

WELCOME-
In the Name of our Lord and Savior we bid you a most hearty 

welcome-. We have been moved with compassion at your great distreSS 
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as you were driven from your homes and have become exiles in the 
earth. Having passed thru great tribulation, you were cast upon the 
mercy of a :world harassed and d~vastated by constant wars. 

We welcome you most cordially to our land which God has. blessed 
with a goodly measure of freedom and security under-democratic govern
ment. May you learn to love and appreciate our flag, our constitutional 
liberties and rights, and to become responsible, loyal citizens of OUf 

country. We too, have come as immigrants, or are of immigrant stock, 
ahd have become Americanized, loyal citizens of the United States. 

We welcome you to our Churches. As Christian believers of the 
Calvinist faith, we have sponsored you as Hungarian Calvinists and 
invite you to become spiritually and ecclesiastically one with us; one 

. in the· communion of saints; one in the propagation and defense of the 
faith of our 'fathers, and of your fathers; the faith for which many of 
them in Holland as well as in Hungary gave their life-blood and 
gained the martyr's crown. 

We welcoine you to our homes and communities as you have come 
to live among us. We desire to help you in the difficult period' of re
settlement in homes and employment. Our churches and people are 
ready to stand by you in time of need. We trust sincerely that you 
will respond and accept our aid in the same spirit that it is' given; in 

'·the Spirit and after the example of our blessed Redeemer, our faith-
ful and merciful High Priest: 

May He bind us together in mutual love and loyalty to Him in the 
unity of the Spirit and the bonds of peace. May you not be strangers 
long, but fellow citizens and co-heirs with Christ, seeking the City that 
hath the foundations. May our Triune God bless and prosper you for 
the life that now is, and for the life that is to come. 

WELCOME, BRETHREN, SISTERS AND CHILDREN! 
WELCOME IN JESUS NAME! 

- THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED C,HURCH 
The following recommendations are respectfully submitted for con

sideration and action by Synod: 
1) That Synod approve the Calvinist Resettlement Service program 

in co-operation with the American Hungarian Federation, which 
has been inaugurated thruout our churches in the United States. 

2) That Synod continue the Committee which is activating this de
nominational program according to the mandate given by the 
Synod of 1949. 

3) That Synod recommend this Program to all our churches and 
urge their wholehearted co-operation. 
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That Synod approve the Fund for Displaced Persons and recom
mend ,it to all our Diaconates and Churches for support. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE FOR DISPLACED PERSONS 

DR. P. Y. DE JONG, President 
REV. r M. VAN DE KIEFT, S ccretary 
MR. NEAL SETSMAJ Treasurer 
MR. HENRY VERWYS 

MR. JOHN VAN DER MEER 

MR. ARTHUR PEELEN 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 21~A 
(Arts. 121, 157) 

CALVINIST RESETTLEMENT SERVICE 

To the Synod of 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN IN CHRIST: 

T HE Report of this Committee appears in the Agenda as No. 21 
on pages 129-136. In bringing it up to date, vie can be brief since 

in the past three months no marked and appreciable change has oc
curred in this situa,tion as presented in the Agenda Report. 

Congress has marked time, delayed and (lallied in passing the new 
DP law to replace the old. restrictive and complicated Act of 1948 
which expires the end of this month. The new Bills have had many 
opponents in both houses and the final "Kilgore-Fergnson DP Bill" 
as approved by the Senate isfagain held up in Conference by the joint 
Committee of the House and Senate. Favorable action on this Bill, 
after minor differences have been ironed out by the Conferees, is con
fidently expected before Congress adjourns. 

The new legislation will extend the life of the DP law another 
year, until July, 1951, and provide for the admission of 344,000 DPs 
in three years instead of 205,000 in two years' time. It eliminates the 
30% and 40% preferences (agriculturists and Baltics), and includes 
54,744 expelles of German ethnic origin, to be mortgaged against 
quotas of their countries. It also changes the date of eligibility from 
Dec. 22, 1945, to Jan. 1, 1949. This date removes injustices in the 
present DP Act and gives eligibility also to recent iron curtain politi
cal refugees. 

Scre~ning provisions remain very strict and the requirement of 
sponsorship with assurance! of housing and job is also retained. 

OUf chief interest in the nevv Bill is the question as to how it will 
effect our own denominational Calvinist Resettlement Service Pro
gram which has been severely hampered and retarded by the maze of 
restrictive regulations tacked to the old law as explained in our ~eport. 

We have requested the Rev. Stephen E. Balogh, Exec. Secr. of the 
American Hungarian Federation, to appraise the new Bill for us and 
to advise how ,ve may proceed to best advantage for our cause under 
its terms. ~ . 

The new Bill will also permit admission of additional War Orphans 
from all countries of Europe. The need of these unfortunate little 
ones, left without parents and without homes, has touched the hearts 
also of many of our people in the aftermath of the great world war. 
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The discontinuance of the United Nations' International Ref\lgee 
Organization and the consequent closing up of most of the DP Camps, 
while the administrative machinery bogged dowJ;l more and more, have 
brought our program.to a standstilL The Rev. S. E. Balogh and the 
Secretary of our Committee presented the matter directly to the Presi
dent's DP Commission in Washington. Vie were cordially received 
and assured of the full cooperation of the high Commissioners in the 

"validation of assurances obtained from our churches. Hon. Senator 
Homer Ferguson and Rep. Gerald R. Ford of the Kent-Ottawa Dis

,trict have given us their hearty endorsement and have recommended 
our program to the Commissioners. 

In -many cases assurance of validation was already given and notifi
cation sent to the sponsoring churches only to find later that the DP 
families were sponsored elsewhere. Other resettlement service or
ganizations are having the same difficulty. Your committee has de
cided not to send ihe assurances of validation through to the sponsor
ing churches until by direct correspondence the nominated DPs have 
given us the assurance that they are still eligible and in a position to 
come. 

To the recommendations presented on page 136 of the Agenda Re
port the Committee would add a fifth: 5) That Synod appoint Miss 
Agnes Flank, Assistant Secretary, as an additional member of the· 
Committee in view of her competent and responsible services as Cor
responding Secretary, and the virtual necessity that she attend every 
meeting of the Committee. 

TREASURER'S FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
RECEIPTS 

As of June 1, 1950 .............................................................. , ............ : ......... $5,165.05 
(109 out of 311 churches contributed this amount) 

DISBURSEMENTS 
As of June 1, 1950 ... _ ................................................ ' ..... """' ..... "'" .... $1,436.50 

Balance June 1, 1950 ......................................... : ......... _ ...... $3,728.55 
NOTE: Itemized account' of receipts and disbursements in the file of the 

Stated Clerk. 
Respectfully submitted, 

TI-IE CALVINIST RESETTLEMENT 
COMMITTEE 

P. Y. DE JONG, President 
]. M. VANDE KIEfT, Secretary 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 22 
(Art. 157) 

THE CHRISTIAN SEAMEN'S HOME 

To the Synod of The Christian Reformed Church 
convening in June, 1950, 
at Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

ESTEEMED BRE'rHREN : 

"ANOTHER year of busy activity and, we trust, of fruitage for our 
Lord has become history at the Christian Seamen's Home at 

Hoboken, "New Jersey. We are thankful to our Covenant God that He 
has sustained our persoimel through another year - the year 1949-
in rendering both social and spiritual services to the pilgrim sailors 
and the passing immigrants. Much seed has been sown; Christian 
good will has 1;>een shown. May the Lord of the harevt add His in
dispensable blessing. 

,The remodeled 'and renovated Seamen's Home has now been in ser
vice for over a full year. It is modestly neat, attractive, and up-to
date with its fitting furniture. As such it appeals to the sailor with 
the constant invitation: Come in; make yourself at home; sit down; 
rest; read our good literature; go to the writing room, and write a 
letter home to your loved ones; use freely our wholesome parlor gamt!s 
placed he·re just for you. And then when a ship is in port and the 
sailors have gathered in goodly numbers in the Home; a minister 
comes in, congenially calls them to order; leads them in singing Psalms 
and hymns, brings a message from the Gospel, offers prayer; after 
which he unobtrusively seeks opportunity for a spiritual conversation 
with those who will yield themselves to such personal fellowship in 
the things of the Gospel. " 

The sailor feels a warm welcome here. He appreciates it too. Fre
quently our manager hears the remark: "Wat moesten wij tach begin
nen zander dit Zeemanshuis." Do all the sailors in port use our Chris
tian Seamen's Home facilities? We do not know. Very many of them, 
likely almost all of them do. And when they do, they realize that ours 
is a ministry, in which \ve are not selfishly seeking their money - as 
the neighboring places aiong River Street in Hoboken are. This leads 
them the more freely to enter our Home. They are thus kept off the 
streets of a wicked city, and out of (who knows how many?) dens 
of iniquity. 

Thirty-four Gospel meetings were held in which the Word of sal
vation was presented in the Holland language to these sailors. The 
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total attendance at these meetings was 1,333 or an average' of thirty
. nine (39) per meeting. Hospital caIls have been made upon request. 
Back to God Hour tracts find their way unto the ships and into the 
hands of the. sailors, most of whom can read English well. HoIland 
tracts have not been as available as desired, but we remain on the alert 
to get them again. It is something of a handicap to the spiritual side 
of the work, that we do not have a regular Spiritual Advisor, since 
the- Hoboken Church does not have a minister as' yet. The minister of 
the Hoboken Church has always served as Spiritual Advisor of our 
Christian Seamen's Home. May God in His good time supply the 
man of His choice to that field again soon. 

Besides the above mentioned services to the sailors our managGf 
·gave· efficient assistance to some 617 immigrants during 1949. This 
figure is somewhat lower than the previous two years, because not so 
many immigrants have entered our country .. during this pas~ year. 
Help has also been given to members of our churches who happen to 
be travelling through. Overnight lodging has been provided for a 
total of 223 people during 1949. 

The Christian Seamen's Home is directed for the Synod by the 
Eastern Home Mission Board, which is composed of four members 
of CIassis Hackensack: the Rev. Harold Dekker, President; the Rev. 
Dirk De Beer, Treasurer; Mssrs. Sip La Fleur and Cornelius C. Van 
Genderen; and four menibers of Classis Hudson: the Rev. Edw:ard 
Boeve, Vice-President; 'the Rev. Oren Holtrop, Secretary; and the 
Mssrs. John Hamersma and A. Schravendeel. The manager of the 
Home is Mr. John J. Dahm; the janitor and matron are Mr. and Mrs. 
C. Fisher. 

In view of the obvious need for the continuance of this work and 
the manifest blessings of our God upon it, we trust that the Synod· 
will again: 

1. Approve this report; 
2. Recommend the Christian Seamen's Home to our churches for 

an annual offering; 
3. Approve the financial report and adopt the proposed budget sub

mitted by our treasurer, the Rev. D. De Beer. 
May our Lord's rich blessings rest upon our Synod and its work. 

Hespectfully submitted, 
Eastern Home Mission Board, 

O. HOLTROP, :Secretary 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF THE CHRISTIAN SEAMEN'S HOME, 
HOBOKEN, N. J. 1949. TO CLASSIS HACKENSACI{, . 

CONVENED MARCH 14, 1950, AT ENGLEWOOD, 
N. J., AND TO CLASSIS HUDSON 

RECEIPTS 
Various Classes ".................... . ....................................... _ .................... $ 7,189.57 
Collected at Seamen's Home ........ "" .................................... _............ 1,822.39 " 
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Interest on Mortgage ............................................... _ ............................... . 
Interest on U. S. Government "G" ,Bonds ........... ~ ............ : ............ ; ..... _ 
United States Government "G" Bonds Redeemed ............ , ................ . 
Dividends (Little Miami E..E. Stock) ................................................ .. 
Donations ............ __ ................................................................................... . 
Loan Prospect Park National Bank .................................................... . 

180.00 
287.50 

2,856.00 
344.00 
99$.55 

1,500.00 

Total Receipts ...................... , ............................................... $15,173.01 • 
Balance on Hand, January 1, 1949 ........................ __ . ___ . __ : __ . __ ............. _..... 1,480.62 

Total plus Balance on Hand, January 1, 1949 .................................. ,.$16,653.63 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Salaries .. __ .... __ ... ___ ... __ . ___ ... ______ ...... __ ........ __ .............. __ ....... ___ ............. _____ ...... $ 
Rent .... ___ . __ .. ____ ......... ___ ...... __ ............. ___ ....................................... __ ............... _. 
Maintenance and Repairs ............................................ ___ ........ __ .............. : 
Balance of Cost of Alterations and One-story Addition to Front .. 
Insurance _._ .. ___ . ____ .. __________ ... ________________ .. _____ . __ .. _ .......... ___ ........................... . 
Gas, Electric and Water .... , ..................................................................... . 
Fuel. ............................................................ , ........................... : ........ :c ......... . 
AdvertiSing in The Banner ............................................. ~ ...................... . 
Pri~ting and Newspapers ...... : ................................................................ . 
Loan Paid - Prospect Park National Bank. ...................................... . 
Interest on Loan ................................................. c •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Interest on .Money in Trust~ .................................................................... '. 
Transferred from Monsey Cemetery Fund to Englewood Church 
Monsey Cemetery Fund .......................................................................... . 

in Trust from Seamen's Fund. 
Miscellaneous ...................... _ ........ __ ........................................... _ ..... _ 

Total Disbursements _ .................................................................... . 
Balance on hand Dec. 31, 1949 ................................................... _ 

5,360.50 
540.00 
397.76 

4,828.86 
2MO 

360.06 
634.05 
74.5Q 
98.58 

1,500.00 
5.75 

45.00 

1,800.00 

162.19 

15,831.75 
821.88 

Total Disbursements. plus Balance ............................... ~ ........................ $16,653.63 

The books of the treasurer were examined and found correct by John 
Zuidema and Garret Hoogerheide.-

Respectfully submitted, 
REV. D. DE BEER, Treasure--;-

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR THE CHRISTIAN SEAMEN'S HOME, 
HOBOKEN, N. J., FOR 1951 

Salaries: 
Manager (including $540.00 house rent) ........................................ $ 
Janitor (inclmling free apt. and heat) ..................................... _ ..... . 
For part time Spiritual work rendered by Hoboken Pastor ....... . 

Maintenance and repairs ......................................................................... . 
Fuel ............................................................................ , ............................. ,. 
Gas, Electric and Water ............................................... , ........................ . 
Insurance (2 years Liability, $145.80, and Treas. Bond for Insur-

ance, $25.00) ......................................................................................... . 
Miscellaneous and Incidentals .............................................................. . 

3,340.00 
2,000.00 
1,500.00 
1,500.00 

800.00 
400.00 

170.80 
500.00 

Total expenses ." ............ . ......... $10,210.80 
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ANTICIPATED INCOME 

Interest on $4,000.00 invested mortgage, 4% % ................................ $ 
Interest on $10,500 "G" Bonds, 2% % ................................................. . 
Dividends oJ.1 80 shares Little Miami Railroad Stock (Value 91 % 

per Share ............................................................................................... . 
Collections at the home ... , .................................. · ................................... . 
Donations .......................................................... _ .......... __ ................ __ ......... . 
Collections from various Classes ................... : .. _ .... : ............................ . 

295 

-180.00 
262.50 

344.00 
2,000.00 

700.00 
6,724.30 

. Grand total anticipated income ............................................................ $10,210.80 

TOTAL ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AS OF JAN. 1, 1950 
First mortgage on 21 Bank St., N. Y., 4% % .................................... $ 4,000.00 
8 shares Little :MIami R. R. Stock at 91% per share ........................ 7,320.00 
U. S. Bonds, Series "G," 2*% .................................................. , ........... 10,500.00 
Commercial account, Prospect Park NationaL................................ 821.88 

Total cash assets ....................................................... __ ............................ _ .. 22,641.88 
,~hree story building, 334 ~iver St., Hoboken ................................... $35,000.00 
Three s~ory building, 810 Hudson St., Hoboken, ... _, ........................... 15,000.00 

Grand total assets ........................... , .......................................................... $72,641.88 
Improvement and extension cost ......... _ .......... -.......................... -............. $10,888.90 

LIABILITIES 
Rev. Wristers, in trust .................... _ ......................................................... $ 127.0p 

In regard to Endowment Fund see Acts of Synod, 1943. 

Respectfully submitted, 
REV. D. DE BEER, Treasurer. 

• 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 23 
(Arts. 100, 157) 

SYNODICAL TRACT COMMITTEE 

To the Synod of 1950. 

YOUR Committee is happy and grateful to be able to present the 
following brief report of its activities and accomplishments dur

ing the period sin<:e it reported to the Synod of 1949 and until March 
'15, During this time regular meetings were )1eldmonthly. 

I. PERSONNEL OF THE COMMiTTEE 

All the members appointed by the Synod of 1949 were able to serve. 
These are: . Rev. D. H. Walters, Mr. P. B. Peterson, Rev. L. Trap, 
PrQf. L. Berkhof, Mr. B. De Eoer, Mr. Edward Postma, Rev. Edward 
Boer, and Rev. L. Veltkamp. Officers who served the Committee dur
ing the past year were as follows: President, Prof. Berkhof; Vice-

"President, 'Rev. Walters; Secretary, Mr. De Boer; Treasurer, Mr. 
Postma. 

Much of the work to be done has been carried on by sub-comri1ittees, 
to which are committed certain definite responsibilities. These are: 

, Editing, Title, Assignment, .Covers, Printing, and Finance. 
The Committee' sustained a real loss in the demise of Revor _ Trap. 

Our departed brother had qualities and abilities which made him a 
valuable member. Much of the editing and re-writing 'of tract mss . 

. was left to him. v; e are grateful to God for that which he was able to 
90 during the time he served as a member. of this Committee. 

II. BRIEF SURVEY OF ACTIVITIES 

Synod's Tract Committee has now been ,functioning' since 1945. 
Naturally, the first several years were not prittiarily years of produc
tion; they were a period of planning and preparation. Policies were 
set, obj ectives were determined upon, and many technical details had 
to be worked out. All that was to be expected, since the production 
of Gospel literature was an entirely new venture for our Church. 

A. Production. It can be said that now our Tract Program really 
is entering upon Production and Distribution. 'At the time of this writ
ing (March 15) some forty four-page tracts are in print, plus several 
small booklets. This is double the number in print in June of 1949. In 
addition, we have printed several treatises, on the following titles: 
"John Calvin", "The Inspiration of the Bible", "My Church", and 
"Family Bible Reading". New titles are being added from time t,) 
time. 1\10st of our tracts are now being printed at the Christian H.i'~-' 

I 
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formed Publishing House; and a word of commendation is in order for 
the fine co-operation of Mr. Buiten and his staff, for whom this tract 
program means quite an additional burden. 

B. Distribut'ion. Not only are Ollr tracts printed at-the, Christian 
Reformed Publishing House but its address is also the address of our 
Tract Committee. It should be of interest to note who are purchasing 
our literature. Of 102 pieces of mail received during December-January 
Jast, coming from some 26 states and several places in Canada and 
representing orders for 3,400 tracts, 23 came from Christian Reformed 
members, and 79 from those outside OUf cienomination. These figures' 
would seem to establish two facts, at least. One is that our Reformed 
approach to the Truth of God and our presentation of the Gospel of 
Christ ar~ acceptable to, and meet with the approval of-, those outside 
the constituency of our own denomination. The other fact is that OUf 

own people generally are not yet fully aware of the possibilities amI 
opportunities represented by a tract ministry. It is to be hoped that 
our ministers and elders will do all they can to encourage this program, 
representing a type of missionary endeavor in which any Christian cali 
engage. 

To assist, in the re,a<::hing of the, above-mentioned obj~ctive, it was 
decided to offer to every minister and every, 'f,un-time Kingdom worke.r 
of our Church free tracts of their own choosing, to the amount of 
$10.00 yearly. In addition, free tracts are provided our Radio .minister 
for use ,in answering his i voluminous mail, and to R. :B. 1. students,. 
for use in neighborhood canvasses and personal work. • Quantity dis
counts have also been arranged, to encourage organiiations in the 
liberal nse of our Gospel literature. 

C. Critique ot. O<tr Tracts. As to content, the Committee has con
tinually sought to keep sight of its mandate and .goal: namely, the 
production. of Gospel literature true to our Reformed conception of 
the Truth of God, as revealed in His Holy Word. Since 'Ye realize that 
"the Sword of the Spirit is the Word of God" we have .been urging 
,p~ospective writers to recognize the desjrability, of, quoting Scripture 
literally and liberally. That, it.· was felt, has been; a lack in some of 
our productions. 

In matters of appearance and format, we feel that we can be justly 
proud of our literatu~e. _ Being .of uniform _ size" with attractive COvers 
in color, of a good quality paper, and with legible print, our tracts 
are such that they can be handed out without apology' or embarrasment. 
Many a compliment has been expresse\l to the. Gominittee for the out
ward appearance of. .our traets. Attention is· respectfully· called to· the 
display .ofou.f tracts which will be· set up during the time Synodis.in 
session, -and delegates are invited, to help themselves to' samples. 



298 ACTS OF SYNOD, 1950 

D. Advertising. "It pays to advertise." To dispose of our tracts, 
and to get our literature into the hands of 'readers, they must lie 
brought to the attention of those who will distribute them. For that 
reason we have beet! advertisi~g in several prominent religi(~ms period
icals, in addition to "The Banner". With this need in mind, we are also 
working up a mailing list for samples, blotte~s are to be printed for 
advertising purposes, and a leaflet is being made up which will confain 
a list of all our tract titles. 

E. Special Tracts. At present a sub-committee is working 011 pos
sible tract titles of a special nalt1re. This includes such as discuss Scrip
ture truths regarding the birth and resurrection of Christ, to be used 
at the Christmas and Easter seasons, and also tracts which can ~)e 
used for distribution in hospitals and to shut-ins. 

In addition, a number of tracts are being planned on titles which will 
reflect the great truths taught in the Heidelberg Catechism which, when 
completedI' will give us a series presenting the cardinal truths 0'£ salva':' 
tion in orderly and consecutive fashion. 

F. Comments. Not in a spirit of complaint, nor with the idea of 
'making apology, but rather with the aesire to have the members .of 

Synod be cpnversant with the problems attaching to such a program 
as this, it must be stated that our present set-up does not lend itself 
to maximum efficiency. 'Meeting once a month in addition to serving 
on a sub-committee, makes quite a demand on Committee members. 
Then, decisions must be noted and conveyed by a secretary who has a 
full program of Kingdom work. All of this results in unavoidable de
lays, and postponements and slow achievements. It can be said that 
the Committee is constantly seeking to devise means which will make 
this "business" more business-like. 

Finally, and most of all, the Committee is deeply conscious of its 
responsibility; to the Church, yes; bnt above all, to the Lord Himself, 
whose Gospel" we are seeking to propagate, and whose message must 
be presented to all·. men, and by every means .. May He richly bless 
and cauSe to be fruitfnl for His glory, the work of the Back to God 
Tract Committee of the Christian Reformed Church. 

III. RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. Your Committee recommends that Synod continue to have a 
Synodical Tract Committee. 

B. Your Committee recommends that Synod appoint the personnel 
of the Synodical Tract Committee, bearing in m.ind the decision of the 
Synod of 1947 (See Acts, Article 69, II. B. c.), and hearing in mind 
the vacancy on the Committee created by the death of Rev. Trap. 
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c. Your Committee suggests that Synod again recommend the 
Synodical T~act Committee to the churches for one or more offerings. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE SYNODICAL TRACT COMMITTEE, 

PROF. L. BERKHOF, President 
REv. D. H. WALTERS 

REV. EDWARD BOER 

REV. L. VELrKAMP 

MR. P. B. PETERSON 

MR. EDWARD POSTMA 

MR. BEN DE BOER, Secretary. 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 23·A 
(Arts. 100, 157) 

SYNODICAL TRACT COMMITTEE 

Synodical Tract Committee of the 
Christian Reformed Church, 
Holland, Michigan. 
ESTEEI'I'IED BRETHREN: 

. I have audit~d the books of the Treasurer, Mr. E,dwal'd Postma, and 
found everything in good order. 

The bank account as carrie'd on the books has been reconciled with the 
balance as shown by the Alpine-Leonard Branch of the Old Kent Bank 
Statement as of March 31, 1950. 

Attached hereto you will please find a statement of Receipts and Dis
bursements taken from the books of the Treasurer, which in my opinion 
reflects the activities of the fund for the period from December 23, 1948 
to March 31, 1950. 

I thank you for the privilege of serving you in this capacity. I remain 
Fraternally, 

GEORGE F. WIELAND, Accountant. 

RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
De.cember 23, 1948 - March 31, 1950 

December 23, 1948 Balance 'in Bank. ................................................... $ 8,583.71 
RECEIPTS 

From- Sale of Tracts ............................................... : .......... $ 2,898.20 
From Gifts of Churches and Individuals...................... 6,913.95 

Total Balance and Receipts ....................... . 

DISJ,3.URSEMENTS 
Printing of Tracts ........................................... , .................. $ 4,237.50 
Advertising ............................................................... _........... 2,709.80 
Color Engraving ................................................................. 518.42 
Art W ork ........................... _............................................... 290.00 
Free Distribution .... -............................... :............................ 108.75 
yvriting Tracts ..................................................... :.............. 50.00 
Miscellaneous: 

Travelling Expenses, Postage for Secretary and 
Treasurer, Supplies, etc ................... $ 295.57 

Secretary's Gratuity............... 200.00 
Treasurer's Fidelity Bond Premium 

(2 years) ................. , ....................... . 
Mimeographing .................................... , .. . 

50.00 
13.50 

Total Disbursements for period ....................................... . 

March 31, 1950 Balance in Old Kent Bank ............... ~ ... . 

559.07 

$ 9,812.15 

$18,395.86 

$ 8,473.54 

$ 9,922.32 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 24 
(Art. 154) 

JUNIOR COLLEGE COMMITTEE REPORT 

To the Synod of 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

301 

YOUR committee humbly admits that. this report does not contam 
a final answer to the mandate prescribed by the Synod of 1948. 

Two. years is a long time to consider a problem, the more so when one 
considers that a committee has a~ready reported on the question in 
1948. The mandate to your present committee was more extensive, 
The nine points of the 1948 mandate opened divergent and compli
cated problems which even the framers of the mandate could not pos
sibly have envisaged. The mandate implies that your committee con
sider a possible long-range program affecting the interests of a real 
Christian educational policy from kindergarten to university. The 
more your committee delved into a ~ study of the question, the more it 
became impressed with the need for a thorough review of our whole 
institutional program, each item studied in relation to the other, and 
not treated separately and as exigencies arise. However, we cannot 
suspend action to await such a re-evaluatio,n. 

Your committee chooses for various reasons to. treat the materials 
in the mandate. (Agenda, 1948, p. 48) in an order different from that 
given. 

Mat"'ials and Sources of Information Used: 
1. Majority and minority reports, Agenda, 1948, pp. 278-293. 
2. Reports and studies of Calvin College Faculty committees avail

able, May, 1948. 

3. An extensive document prepared in a sub-committee of the Edu
cational Policy Committee of Calvin College, February, 1950. Al
though not officially adopted by any committee or by the faculty of 
the college, it was made available to the Synodical committee. 

4. Questionnaires prepared and submitted by your synodical com
mittee which were sent to all the consistories of the Christian Reformed 
Churches in the United States and to all Christian High School prin
cipals. 

5. Regional questionnaires prepared by individual members of the 
committee and sent to representative church leaders and consistories 
in areas where the problem seemed to be of special interest. 

6. Studies in loco by individual members of the committee. 
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7. Letters~and oral reports of representative leaders whose opinions 
were solicited. 

8, Conferences with members of Calvin College Faculty, 

L (Points 9 and 8 of mandate.) "The exfent to which our people 
are ready to support ad~quately junior colleges, and ways and means 
of propagating the cause." "The needs and best interests of all locali
ties concerned." 

The junior college and (or) the community college movement in 
the American educational scene has experienced a phenOl;nenal growth, 
but it is not a growth at the expense of the traditional college. Al
though its status. is not yet fixed in the whole educational pattern, one 
cannot deny that the junior college is here to stay. Perhaps the junior 
college will not continue to remain a separate unit. The most recent 
trend in reorganization nOw being effected is· the establishment of a 
four-year unit called variously a "four-year jUriior college," a "com
munity college," or a "people's college." These seek to unite the last 
two years of high school and the first two years of college into one 
unit. The_ present direction of the trend as well as the uncertainty as 
to its final disposition in the whole educational system adds to the 
difficulty of considering the problem. True, the most persistent de
mand among -OUf people is for the two-year normal-training institu
tion. That simplifies the problem somewhat. However, we must like
wise be concerned with what such institutions might become once hav
,ing been established. There are sentiments still not too well expressed 
'which show that in some areas a normal-training program cast into 
the framework of the liberal arts tradition is not the type of institu
tion which is desired but rather, a technical, two-year terminal course 
community college . 

. Whether the community college or the college-preparatory 'plan IS 

followed, such institutions have now been or shall be established in 
areas in which the constituency of our church is largely concentrated. 
Even if such public and private junior colleges are not. now available, 
the movement will affect the demand of our own' people to create simi
lar institutions. If this movement can find a logical and significant 
place in the Christian educational pattern, it would be foolhardy to dis
courage the trend. To do so would ma1<:e us remiss in our duty to OUf 

Reformed heritage which demands an educated laity. 
Before thinking of expanding the Christian school system, it might 

be well to ask, "What is Christian education?" As this is embodied 
in the present Christian elementary, secondary; and higher educational 
system, we have at best discovered only a partial answer. Is it not sig
nificant that we have not yet developed a definite statemenf of the 
Christian philosophy of education to which our constituency ulJquali
fiedly subscribes.? The National Uni~n of (:hristian Schools is working 
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zealously on such a definition. Members of the Calvin faculty have 
worked on it with some results. 1-Iaving arrived at a formal statement
of a philosophy of education is, however, merely a step, not a goal. 
Such a philosophy of education must percolate down to the teacher in 
every -classroom and permeate all of his teaching. 

All this has a bearing upon the junior college movement. If we 
could afford to defer action, it would be desirable to wage a two "year 

_ educat'ional propaganda campaign which would aim at clarifying issues, 
establishing our values, and counting the cost (not merely financial) 
before we build the tower. The more so since the junior college ven
ture is an innovation in our system of education. Should the exi
gencies of the times demand immediate action, either as, a private {)r 
as a denominational venture, the first requisite still must be that the 
education given be Christian education. Mere aping of a typical Ameri
can trend placed in the hands of pious teachers would not meet such a 
requisite. 

The demand for junior colleges among OUr constituency is regional 
- affecting those areas where there is an acute Christian-teacher 
shortage. The number of students attending colleges other than Calvin, 
i.e., local colleges, is also a factor in thi';:; demand. Yet this latter factor 
must be regarded 'as a buttressing argument and not an initiating one. 
Even if four regional junior colleges would be established, the local 
element would be satisfied only in degree. Vocational interests, choice 
of college, always will remain factors governing a stu9.ent's choice of 
schools. Calvin does not receive all the Christian Reformed students 
living within a radius of 25 miles, not even those whose vocational 
interests can be served at Calvin. Moreover, these colleges would still be 
regional in character and the consideration of extension of home in-~ 
fluence during the period of youtbful immaturity would be satisfied only 
in part. 

A rapid survey of those regional areas designated in the 1947 
synodical report will inQicate the awareness of the Hneed" as well as 
the extent to which the people are ready' to support such a venture in 
these regions. 

NORTHWEST low A: Here the demand has appeared most vocal. 
Certain ecclesiastical and lay leaders see an immediate need to meet the 
demand of the new Iowa teacher-certification law, and of a critical 
Christian school teacher shortage. Your committee does not claim that 
the great majority of our constituents in this area are conscious of this 
need. Many of our people have no vital interest in higher education. 
But we do feel sure that a. goodly proportion of our Christian Re" 
formed people who do desire to give the advantages of higher education 
to their children and who live at a great distance from Calvin College' 
would welcome the opportunitY of sending their children to a trUly 
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Christian college if there were such an institution much nearer to them. 
This is borne out by two separate investigations, The. first, carried au 

in loco, indicates that a scant majority of those whose opinions were 
solicited were ready to . acknowledge the need and less than a majority 
were ready to support a junior college financially, 

The second questionnaire was sent to all the consistories qf Classis 
Orange City, to almost all of the consistories of Classis Sioux Cent"r 
and to many consistories in the southern half of - Classis Minnesota. 
It contained these questions: L Do you favor the establishment of a 
Junior College in Northwest Iowa? 2, Do you think that a goodly 
proportion of your members are in favor of the establishment of 3. 

Junior College in' Northwest Iowa? 3, Do you think that your mem
bers are willing to make an extra contribution in order that we ll1c:"tY 
have such a school in these parts? - that is, do you think that your 
members would be willing to help erect a Junior College building in ' 
case Synod should declare itself in favor of the establishment of a 
Junior College in Northwest Iowa? Results: Eleven churches (con
sistories) answered Yes to. all three questions; twelve, No to all three 
questions; eight answered the first question with Yes and the last 
question with No, 

BELLFLOWER AREA: There is an interdenominational orthodox college 
preparing to move from Santa Barbara into a locality just east of 
Bellflower that is making its appeal to Our people for cooperation, Very 
recently, however, a representative group of men of our churches ill 
Southern California met in the interest of the Junior College movement 
and a majority of them expressed themselves as definitely interested in 
a possible junior college for our own people in California - one that 
from the start shalI proceed under the wings of Calvin, So reports our 
committee member from San Diego. Two leaders asked him whether an 
extension course of intensified character, say of, six weeks, could be 
offered soon, by a Calvin professor from the department of education 
for our West Coast teachers, this course to be a feeler and possibly a 
forerunner of a Junior College, Wellnigh complete polls of the Cali
fornia area indicate that the vast majority is in favor of a Junior College 
in the Southland, but these people are not ready to promise large sums 
to get it started. The demand, therefore, includes that such a junior 
college be a denominationally subsidized institution. 

PATERSO~ AREA: Polls taken -indicate that there is no pressing in
sistence, but there does exist a demand that warrants further study. 
The consensus, if one can speak of consensus at all, is that it would 
be beneficial to the area from a cultural point of. view, and that it would 
be a fitting capstone to the recent consolidation move. Such septiments 
'were provoked by the questionnaire and are not really indigenous to 
the" area. 
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CHICAGO AREA: There is at present no lively interest in a junior 
college arising from the people. Where the demand does exist, it is 
best articulated by a group wishing the American community. college 
type. There are also some who- prefer a two~year liberal arts institu
tion.. The majority of both parties favor an institution wholly outside 
0\ church control. 

I? ACIFIC NORTH WEST: This area is not affected by a substantial de
mand. Several statements by leaders that students from this area would 
still go to Calvin College even if a junior college were established in 
California were received. 

One fact not disclosed in the above sU'rvey does have a-bearing on the 
question. ,Wherever the demand does occur, it is a demand arising 
from the educated leaders in these areas and from those who sense the 
value of higher education for their children. The survey does not 
indiCate that the demand arises from the very grass roots of the de
nomination. 

II. (Point 7 of the mandate). "The lessons to be learned from the 
records of Grundy College, Cbicago Christian Junior College, and 
Western Academy." 

Should Synod acquiesce in the demand to establish regional junior 
colleges, there are available for its guidance lessons to be learned from 
the Grundy College and Chicago Christian Junior College experiments. 

1. GRUNDY COLLEGE 

Though the records in the form of the minutes of Grundy's Board 
were not available to us, we did learn from correspondence with those 
who know the history of that school that two factors led to its failure: 
lack of authoritative supervision, and the depression. Aid for Grundy 
was sought wherever: it could be obtained, even from non-reformed 
groups with resulting compromise. Thus the ardor of those who wished 
a truly Reformed school cooled. Moreover, it is clear that during the 
depression Grundy could not raise enough money to continue. 

Seeds of disintegration and discontent were also sown by a too-hasty, 
taking-far-granted Basis of Agreement between Grundy and Calvin. 
This Basis of Agreement adopted by the Synod of 1920 provides sub
stantially the following: 

a. Grundy Center shall operate under the jurisdiction of two Boards 
of Trustees, a local and a denominational board. 

\ 
b. The curriculum shall be outlined and planned by both Boards 

of Trustees. 
e. The two professors who shall staff the pre-seminary junior college 

shall be appointed by the local board but with the approval of the Board 
of Trustees of Calvin College. . 
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d. Grundy Center College shall pledge not to expand its junior 
college until Calvin has introduced at least three graduate departments, 
exclusive of the seminary. ' 

e. Grundy Center shall be subsidized from the Treasury of Calvi" 
College. Classis Ostfriesland shall not be released from her denomi
national assessment to Calvin nor be permitted to withdraw her support 
of the Endowment Fund. 

From this history of Grundy College it is overly apparent that we 
should not begin any junior college unless the relation between Calvin 
College and the junior college be thoroughly planned and carefully 
defined. 

2. CHICAGO CHRISTIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 

The reasons for its early demise are as follows: 
a. The teaching staff was not at all a homogeneous group with a 

unified view of life and edncation. 
b. The junior college did not have a building of its own. It held 

its classes in the available rooms of the Christian High School and at 
hours when they were not in use otherwise.' Thus its facilitie's were 
inadequate,' and a home of its own in the depression years was out of 
question. The junior college was hardly more than an appendix to the 
existing Christian High School. 

c. The institution did not· have· the enthusiastic support of the con
stituency of our denomination because most of the students were "out
siders". 

d. Owing to the depression money was hard to get. 
e. Many of our young people attended Calvin in preference to the 

local junior college. 

Lessons to be learned from the failure: 
a. The need of proper fundamental work. 
b. The need of a homogeneous, well-prepared, and experienced 

staff of teachers. 
c. The need of a sel'arate building with adequate library and labora-

tory facilities. 
d. The need of proper backing by our leaders and by our people. 

3. WESTERN ACADEMY 

The principal of Western Christian High states, "The most apparent 
cause of the failure of Western Academy was financial instability.". 
He also writes that the popular demand for higher education was not 
present at that time, and the need was not felt as it is now. He doubts 
whether much can be learned from the academy's history with a view 
to _ a prospective Christian Junior College. Your committee concurs in 
~~n~. . . 
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III. (Points 2. to 6 of mandate): "The question of the cost of the 
establishment and operation of junior colleges. The problem of ac
creditation. The problem of securing qualified teachers. The problem 
of securing adequate library and other facilities." These all we subsume 
under the heading: 

ADMINISTRATIVE' CONSIDERATIONS. We' follow. this order: 
A. Estimated annual operating budget for junior college of 100 

students. The expense of establishing and maintaining a junior college 
may conveniently be divided into two main kinds: 

1. Capital outlay. This is the amount required for buildings and 
equipment, but not including 'iexpendable" supplies. Such items as 
seats, desks, filing cases, ARE included. Capital outlay involves both 
original outlay and such further monies as will be required for replace
ment and expansion; but only initial outlay is here considered. 

2. Operating expense. This is here understood as the amount re
quired annually for salaries ·(including pensions) 'and senrices (secretar
ial, library, janitorial, etc.); utilities (heat, gas, water, electriCity, tele
phone); insuraIlce; repairs and upkeep; supplies (records, stationery, 
office supplies, typewriter: repairs, etc'.); library purchases (boolcs, 
journals, etc.); bindilfg, additional shelving, library indexing and 
'routine;' expendable supplies for laboratories and business courses; 
printing and mimeographing; etc.' Also included, for convenience, is 
depreciation; interest on loans, even though in the form of unpaid 
debt on initial capital outlay; but not amortization. 

The amount ,for capital outlay varies so much from one locality to 
another, depending not only on building costs but also on possible local 
opportunities, that it is here not estimated. 

The at~"nual expense for operation will of course also vary to some 
extent. However, the following budget will, in round numbers, be not 
far amiss, and as a minimum: 

Salary, teaching principaL .................................... $ 5,000.00 
Salary, teaching assistant principaL.................. 4,000.00 
Salary, three instructors .......................................... 10,500.00 
Salary, office ........................................................... __ . 1,500.00 
Utilities (including heat) .................................... 1,000.0,0 
Janitor service ..................................................... _.... 2,500.00 
PenSions, insurance .................................................. 1,000.00 
Interest ........................................................................ 500.00 
Repairs, upkeep ... ~.................................................... 2,500.00 
Services (library, bookstore, etc.}........................ 500.00 
Library purchases, especially at beginning........ 1,500.00 
Supplies (office, janitor, etc.} ........ '........................ 700.00 
Miscellaneous ............................................................ 300.00 

Total .................................................... , ............... $31,500.00 
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With 100 students all paying full cost, each would have to pay 
$315.00 annually to meet the minimum operating budget. 

Thus, without including in the operating budget a cent for amortiza
tion of outstanding capital obligations, and only $500.00 for interest, 
operating budget for a school of 100 students will at absolute minimum 
require some $315.00 per student. For a college that means to be a 
first rate school, the budget could not be under $400.00 per student. 
Nor is Calvin College an example of lower operating costs. If the 
staff, etc., were increased to the minimum required to enable Calvin 
fa do what is professes to do, operating costs annually would require 
not less tha,n $400.00 per student. This figure is still low in comparison 
with costs at other colleges of the same calibre. 

To arrive at a junior college budget by dividing the Calvin College 
budget in half is a fallacious procedure. Calvin's facilities, teaching as 
well as physical (excluding the recently completed science building), 
were based upon a 500 student enrollment while actually accommodat
ing 1,350 students. 

B. Problem of Accreditation. 
Significance. Accreditation (e.g. by the state, by other colleges and 

universities, by recognized accrediting agencies, etc.) is a matter whose 
imporlance is frequently underestimated in Christ,ian school circles. 
Carelessness as to accreditation is distinctly unfair to the graduates of 
the school. 

On the other hand, the need of accreditation has perhaps as frequent
ly led us to betray our own principles, and has abetted the tendency 
simply to follow prevailing trends and practices. 

There is no need for falling into either error. In the main, certainly, 
the demands of accrediting agencies are fair enough and even did they 
not exist we should not be satisfied with a school that could not meet the 
demands. And as to the second error, we can avoid it to the e~tellt that 
we know what our own principles concretely require and only there
after accommodate ourselves as far as is necessary. 

The mere fact that a school is in operation is not yet evidence of 
its being up to minimum standards. This is patent on consideration of 
the fact that at present only three of our Christian high schools are 
accredited by the regional agencies. 

Bases of Accreditation. The following items will be subjected to care
ful and critical scrutiny by any agency which is solicited to examine 
a beginning institution. (This information is taken directly from ac-: 
credilation agency literature.) 

1. Training of instructors. 
2. Group organization of the faculty. 
3. Committee structure. 
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4. Salaries and salary schedule. 
5. Tenure rules and tenure tradition. 
6. Methods of recruiting students. 
7. Student selection or ,elimination. 
8.· Aids and incentives to faculty growth. 
9. Provision for leaves of absence. 

10. Provision for faculty retirement. 
11. Student' guidance program. 
12. College aim and pattern and degree of attainment or effectiveness 

. in approaching aim or pattern. 

It must be remembered that accrediting agencies do not lay down 
rigid standards. They examine institutions already in operation. The 
risks of the venture are taken by the institution. - Accreditation once 
gained can he easily lost. Mere addition of outpost extensions without 
regard for the factors listed above can drag down the accreditation of 
the parent institution. 

C. Problem of securing adequate library and other facilities. 
1. Physical plant. The following, from the North, Central Association 

Quarterly, October, 1944, may serve as a reminder of the fact that 
,physical plant involves more than a set of classrooms. 

The physical plant, comprising grounds, buildi~gs, and equipment, 
should be adequate for the efficient conduct of the educational program 
and should contribute effectively to the realization of the accepted ob
j ectives of the institution. 

In judging the plant, consideration will be given to the adequacy 
and effectiveness of such features as site; general type of buildings; 
service systems; classrooms, laboratories, and other facilities appropriate 
to the special purposes of the institution; office facilities; library 
buildings; facilities for health service, recreation, and athl~tics; dormi
tories; dining facilities; auditoriums, assembly rooms; and the opera
tion and care of the 12lant. 

Physical plant is .of course the major item in c~pital outlay. A suit
able building may in a given locality be available; or it is possible that 
temporary arrang~ments may be made with the Christian High School 
Association. In the latter instance, however, needing emphatic under
scoring, is the fact that a junior college is not a slightly expanded nor 
even "a glorified high scl1ool. This applies to teaching staff as well as 
to organization. And if the junior college is to' use the same building, 
it 'should have separate quarters (e.g., office, library, student rooms, 
etc.). 

A IOO-student junior college would need as a minimum 7 or 8 rooms. 
Nor are all rooms readily convertible to use by all classes, e.g. a labora
tory, a room for certain kinds of "Business" courses. In addition there 
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is need of office, student lounges, library, assembly ,room; in alllikeli
hood, some facilities for physical training will have to be provided. 

If a neW building is to be erected: 
a. The building lot should be estimated in terms of anticipated ex

pansion and this estimate should then be at least doubled or tripled. 
b. The building itself should be so planned that future units can be 

readily and inexpensively added. 
c. To arrive at approximate cost, figure four rooms, 30 x 30, 011 

each of the two fioors, plus halls and stairways, plus basement. (Office 
and assembly room and lounges could be planned for basement, or the 
laboratories can be put in the basement, releasing equivalent room.) 
Cubic foot cost of construction in a locality will then enable one ,to 
arrive at approximate cost of a minimum building. To this must be 
added the cost of furnishing classrooms, offices, laboratories, assembly 
room, library, etc. 

It should be borne in mind that whether a new building is erected or 
whether an existing building is remodeled or whether many of the 
facilities of a Christian High School's existing plant are utilized, 
physical plant includes not only the building as such, but also such 
items as seats, desks, library shelving and tables, laboratory equipment, 
office furniture, etc. 

2. Library. Library is even more indispensable to college work than 
is a laboratory. The initial expense of furnishing books for the most 
meager of beginnings is as much part of original outlay as is the 
expense of providing windows for the building. 

The following quotation from the N. C. A. Quarterly of October, 
1944, may assist in orientation: 

The library should provide facilities needed to make the educational 
program effective. There should be evidence that such facilities are appro
priat~ly used. 

The adequacy of the library will be gaug~d by the following items: the 
holdillgs of stal1dard works of general and special reference; the holdings 
of magazines and per,iodicals; the number, variety, and recency of books; 
the use of the library by students and by the faculty; library expendi
tures over a period of years; the: salaries and qualifications of the library 
staff; and the administrative practices relating to the library. 

Sometimes overlooked is the fact that'more significant than number 
of books is their selection; but even a minimum beginning library of 
the kind that a junior college should have before opening its doors will 
add appreciably to capital outlay. And this wili be true even when the 
junior college is situated in a city which has a large public library. 

3. Capital Outlay. It. will not be necessary to add analogous com
ments about further aspects of capital outlay; the nature of the com
ments will be sufhciently apparent as 'applicable to e.g. laboratories, 
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dining facilities, etc. One does perhaps need to remind oneself that 
physical plant and non-expendable equipment for a junior college in
volves much more than what is usually 'connoted by_ sufficient "class~ 
rooms." 

D. Problem of securing qualified teachers. The problem of secur
ing qualified teachers is always a serious one. President Henry Schultze 
in his recent report to the Board of Trustees disclosed that should 
Calvin meet the demands of its- accrediting association, Calvin's staff 
must be augmented by at least thirty additional men. Failure to find 
these qualified men has detracted from the effectiveness of Calvin 
COllege. 

The problem on the junior college level is not as serious, only be
cause a junior college can satisfy itself with men with M. A. degrees. 
However, the matter of extra-academic qualifications, i.e., fitness for' 
Christian education, still remains. 

This is not an insurmountable problem, however. The llumber of 
Calvin graduates entering graduate schools is ever increasing. Many 
of these men desire to teach in a Christian college, given the opportunity. 
If their availability were distributed over the various fields of education 
covered by junior college teaching, the problem would be one of ?nly 
a .. few years' duration. Modern languages, philospphy, mathematics, 
ancient languages, and physics are a few fields in" which there remains 
a persistent dearth. 

4. The question of ecclesiastical or society control and correlation 
with Calvin College. 

Thus far there is little material in this report which is disputable. 
We arrive at a crucial point when discussing material under the present 
caption. 

There is a real danger that the problem of junior colleges will be 
judged solely in the light of ecclesiastical or society control. Such a 
deflection would be unwelcome to your committee which views the 
problem as a much larger one than manner of control. However, the 
issue cannot be side-stepped. 

A careful study of all the Agenda and Acts of Synod from 1894 to 
1948 discloses that the Christian Reformed denomination stands com
mitted to the following principles re church control of education: 

1. Maintenance of a' system of higher academic education is not a 
duty of the chnrch. This was reiterated time and again and culminated 
in two synodical decisions, 1898 and 1912, to transfer Calvin College to 
a private society. Both attempts were abandoned within a few years. 

2. Equally insistent were past synods in maintaining that the church 
has a right to "maintain a college," and this on two considerations: 
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a. The church is entrusted with the spiritual care of its constituents 
. and a college which enhances the spiritual potential of the church may 
come under-the jurisdiction of the church. 

b. The church may have ultimate jurisdiction over the college but 
Hniet dat de k~rk ambtelijk door hare organen he~ onderwiJs geve." 
Almost all of the arguments advanced by successive synods for the 
right to maintain a college are given in a report to the 1926 Synod. 
(Agenda 1926, pp. 29-30). 

Thus, synodical pronouncements and, past practices do not give a 
clue to a final answer to the problem. What these pronouncements and 
practices have done is to raise up in OUf denomination two very definite 
points of view, one for strict separation and society control as'that is 
carried out in our 'elementary and secondary, schools, and another against 
separation as fa~ as Calvin College is concerned. The extension of 
church ownership to the regional junior college may well cause the 
focus of the whole issue to fall on manner of control rather than on the 
greater issue_which desperately needs unanimity, i.e., how the spiritual 
potential of our denomination can best be cultivated. 

Your- committee does 'not wish to emphasize this issue but neverthe,· 
less desires to present the following: 

The problem of Christian junior colleges cannot be viewed properly 
apart from the whole system of Christian education. The problem then 
is, does the Christian Reformed constituency want Chr.istian Education, 
,i.e., do we take its essential character and whatever demands this may 
make upon us, seriously? If there is a hearty affirmative to this ques
tion, then the matter of Christian junior colleges is a vital one which the 
church cannot and may not overlook. 

Upon what does such an affirmative depend? Being Reformed or 
Calvinistic is not a static thing. It is not something that cannot be lost. 
In its essence it is vigorous, dynamic, demanding an application to the 
vast complexitie!3 of modern civilization now crowding upon us. The 
task of making this application cannot' fall solely upon the ministry. It· 
is the task of all our educators. The only hope of preserving our Re
formed heritage lies in education broadly conceived. And within this 
broader sense of the term, primary emphasis falls on-our Christian school 
system. And within this system, it must fall on Calvin College and Semi
nary. This is not promoting a special interest, fqr are not Calvin:College 
and' Seminary regarded as the capstone of our educational system? 

. Thus, large demands are made on Calvin College and Seminary. This 
means that at the College and Seminary there be concentrated a 
company of trained scholars, Calvinists, who have the facilities' and 
time to ,undertake the responsibility of making clear in and for our 
day the meaning and task of the kingdom of God. Recurring reports 
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of the Presidents of the College and Seminary indicate that the denomi
nation has not met these requirements. For thirty years there has been 
talk of graduate departments and of a university, and the College has 
not yet achieved the status of what President Schultze likes to call 
a really good college. Calvin College and Seminary have not arrived. 
Before-,we can take our educational program seriously, Calvin College 
and Seminary must be made what the Christian Reformed Church must 
demand that it should be .. The apex has by no. means been reached. 
Any program which seeks to maintain merely the level attained in order 
to branch out elsewhere places an effective curtailment upon the, whole 
educational system. The first condition that the church shQuld seek to 
satisfy is, therefore, 'that it give tq its higher educational institutions 
what it takes to be the institutions these. should be. 

, If Synod affirms this stand and takes steps toward the realization of 
these goals, your committee then recommends that Synod seriously. 
consider the establishment of Christian junior colleges in certarn 
regions. However, in the judgment of your committee, it does not 
seem wise to establish junior colleges as wholly autonomous and inde
,pendent units. Various reasons for this judgment enter in - not simply 
that. an undesirable type of rivalry for, financial support and student 
enrollment might dt:::ve1op; nor that tht:::re might in some instances he 
costly duplication of effort; nor that sectional' rather th;~l.11 denomInation
al loyalty might be stimulated, weighty as they may be. The chief 
objection is the serious and almost unavoidable danger that the wholly 
autonomous junior college will emerge as an extension of the high 
school; that in scholarship it will not be what a junior college should 
be; and that it will not effectively play its role in the total system of 
Christian education. Hence, we propose that junior colleges, when and 
where they are established, be closely affiliated with Calvin College. 
Your committee arrives at this judgment funy realizing that something 
is lost by centralization by way of flagging regional interest. 

This dose affiliation with Calvin College consists, among other 
matters, of: 

a. Calvin Cqllege perform the same function of accrediting toward 
the regional junior colleges as a state university exercises toward ac-

'; creditation of colleges in its state, i.e., that Calvin College authorities 
participate in the discussion of plans and curricula,- help establish the 
standards, set the qualifications for staff members, and review library, 
science, and other capital expenditures., 

b. Calvin College staff members be called upon as an assigned duty 
to assist as consultants to the agency establishing the junior college, 
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c. Calvin College authorities periodically inspect the institution, 
keeping watch over those factors which originally entered in upon the 
school's accreditation with Calvin College. 

In view of the fact that the recommendations listed above suggest 
a measure of denominational control through Calvin College, your 
committee believes that definite appropriations should be made for the 
purpose of assisting a region to construct the necessary facilities. In 
this manner, placed outside of regular denOlhinationai assessment, these 
schools would become in a measure church-controlled without being 
church-owned. 

Your committee recommends: 

1, That Synod affirm the singularly strategic significance of Calvin 
.college and Seminary to the whole realm of Christian education. Con
sequently, Synod shall not remain satisfied merely with the maintenance 
of the- present status quo, hut that ways and means be devised to furnish 
these institutions with the means for effective development in their 
special tasks. Hence, no further educational program shall be assumed 
which win necessitate the cuxtailment, retrenchment, and stunting of 
necessary developments at Calvin C~llege and Seminary. 

2. That Synod encourage an effective educational propaganda cam· 
paign for the purpose of acquainting our constituency with the real 
meaning of Christian education. 

3. That a representative, centrally located, permanent synodical 
standing committee on educational affairs be appointed immediately; 
that this standing "committee function as a screening committee (screen
ing dem:tnds for establishing regional junior colleges), as a coordinating 
committee with all agencies and other committees involved, as liais0n 
'committee with the administration of Calvin College and Seminary, 
as an advisory committee to Synod recommending the feasibility, time, 
cost, and financial terms involved in establishing a junior college in any 
area, and as the effecting cominittee should Synod decide to act. 

4. That Synod ask the Classes located in the typical geographical 
areas to appoint regional educational committees when and if a de
mand for a junior college arise, which shall channel all essential data 
to the central committee. These are largely initiating and advisory 
,committee~. 

5. That Synod request the Board of Trustees of Calvin College to 
devise a detailed plan of possible affiliation of junior colleges with its 
educational institution. 

6. That Synod request its Special Advisory Budget Committee to 
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study which sources of funds outside of regular denominational assess
ment could be made available to junior colleges. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J UNlOR COLLEGE COM MITTEE 

HERMAN KUIPER, Chairman 
LAMBERT BERE 

BERT P. Bos 

PETER A. HOEKSTRA 

WILLIAM SPOELHOF 

SAMUEL STEEN 

RALPH BRONKEMA, Secretary 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 25 
(Arts. 100, 157) 

THE PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 

To the Synod of 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

THE Publication Committee presents its annual report with pleasure. 
Our publishing house has had another successful year during the 

period March 1949-March 1950. Meetings were held regularly. 

There has been some sickness and some deaths among the employees 
of ou, paper. Committee member Mr. Henry Denkema has been ;U 
for the greater part of the year. He was, therefore, u!lable to attend 
the meetings regularly. Mr. Denkema has been a very. valuable member 
of this .COlrunittee for many years and his presence is missed. He is 
at the. present writing still in ill-health. Mr. J. Van Dyke, one of our 
long-time employees was stricken in the early part of the year 1949. 
He was the first to benefit from our pension fund when he last May 
was placed on pension because of total inability to work. He was 10 
receive pension at the rate of $100.00 per month. He died within two 
months. The second employee to be taken away by death was Mr. 
Jacob V£J.ll Ess, who for over forty-two years was a familiar figure' in 
OUf circles as he solicited subscriptions for church papers. The third 
person, connected with our papers for so many years as a writer, to be 
taken away by death, was the Reverend Leonard Trap. His "Word a 
Week" column was a popular one with our people. As the writer Qf this 
column he helped to make The Banner a welcome visitor in many homes. 
No 'successor has been appointed for this column. 

The Banner and De Wachter have appeared regularly. Our editors 
have labored conscientiously to give us good papers. In this they have 
received excellent cooperation from all connected with the work. Much 
thought has been given for improvement in form and content. A plan 
was accepted 'for the i~nprovement of the layout' of The Banner and a 
contract was entered into with Stevens Brothers of Grand Rapids to 
carry it out. The improvem~nts are gradually being incorporated -in 
the paper. As is customary another group of writers was appointed 
to write special articles over a period of two years. Each writer will 
contribute three articles per year and has been requested to limit him
self to a suggested field of writing. The list of writers and. subjects are 
the following: Dr. John Kromminga, Church History; Dr. George 
Goris, Psychology; Reverend Peter Holwerda, Sociology; Reverend 
Jacob Bruinooge, Apologetics; Professor William Hendriksen,Prophe-



SUPPLEMENT 25 317 

cy; Reverend John Schaver, Church Government; Professor Cornelius 
J aarsma, Education; Reverend' Peter Eldersveld, Radio Evangelization. 
President Henry Schultze has again taken over the department, Home 
and School. Miss Gertrude Haan has been added to the staff of 
writers for the YOltth Page. Plans are in the making to introduce sev
eral 'new departments which will be alternated with some Qf the de
partments now appearing weeldy. This will give added variety. De
cision has been reached, because of copious copy, to publish a 32 page 
Banner 'during the year instead of reducing it to a 24 page edition fm . 
the summer months. The cost of advertising has been increased from 
$2.00 to $3.00 per inch and from four to eight cents per word. Churche, 
and Church institutions are allowed a 25 % discount on these rates. 

Two writers were appointed to edit departments in De Wachtel 
The Reverend Corneal Witt, who for many years ably edited the de 
partment for the Sunday School Lesson, was, by mutual consent trans
ferred to the department formerly edited by the Rev. James Bruinooge. 
Reverend Bruinooge was compelled to relinquish the work because ot 
ill-health. He has edited the department for many years and his work 
has been appreciated. The department heading has been changed from 
HKerkelyk en Godsdienstig Leven" to "Kerk en Zending". The 
Reverend Oliver Breen was appointed to succeed Reverend Witt in the 
editing of the Sunday School department. Writers of special articles 
will again be appointed for the coming year. The task of obtaining 
writers of good dutch articles is not becoming easier. There are those 
who can write well and if they will cooperate we shall do nicely. Our 
dutch" immigrants write from time to time of their appreciation for this 
paper. We hope the day' may come when all are subscribers to it. 

The editors, Reverend fl. J. Kuiper and E. F. J. Van Halsema were 
authorized last year and again this year to attend the convention of 
the "Evangelical Press 'Association" which was formed -last year to 
promote the interests of the religious press. The Secretary of the 
Committee was also delegated to attend the latest 'convention with them. 
Membership in the Association is by periodicals. Membership fee is 
determined by the number of subscription's of the periodical. The fee 
for The Banner is $15.00 per year and that of De Wachter is $5.00 
per year. The Reverend H. J. Kuiper, who. was vice-president last 
year, was elected president for the ensuing year. Mutual problems 
are discussed. Ways of betterment of the papers are considered. The 
Association doubkd its attendance at the convention this year and 
efforts are being put forth to enlist many more to join the organization. 

Our Mission papers have also been published without hindrance. 
The Good News _ Mission Paper was enlarged last September as re
quested by the Executive Committee of the Christian Reformed Mis-
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sion Workers Conference. The proposed enlargement was called to 
the attention of the Synod of 1949 (cf. Acts, p. 203). This enlarged 
paper has found favor in our circles and also in that of the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church. Their Publication Committee is eager to co
operate more closely with your Committee. They were invited to send 
a delegation after they requested cooperation. They were further in
vited to send suggestions relative to the contents of the paper and to 
consult with the Committee if they so desired. They have requested a 
'''Teachers Manual" but are at present publishing one of their own. 
Our Committee does not feel free to add this proj ect. Mrs. Elton 
Holtrop was appointed to write the "Teacher Help" column for the 
Good News. The Board of Evangelization of the Christian Reformed 
Churches of Grand Rapids and vicinity continues to pay the deficit in· 
curred in the publishing of the "Good News for Little Ones". This 
is the agreement entered int6 when the proj ect was taken on. The 
cost of this enlarged paper was, increased and is now sold for $1.80 
per single copy per year, for $1.40 per 5 to 25 copies and $1.20 for 
more than 25 copies mailed to one address. 

An order for 5.000 Pocket Psalters was placed the first of the year. 
Certain corrections which have, already been made in the large'Psalters 
will have to be included. 

The Yearbook for 1950 was ready for the printers February 2. The 
copy and typesetting is done.in our plant but the printing is done by a 
commercial concern. OUf staff has carried out its work speedily and 
efficiently. Several changes have been made. Dr. John Kromminga ac
cepted our invitation to write the Family Circle. We thank him for it. 

Certain improvements were made in the printing plant. In order to 
increase efficiency a new MiehIe Vertical Press was purchased at a 
cost of $5,900.00 and an extension delivery press at a cost of $2,000.00. 
An automatic feeder, which will increase production by one third, was 
purchased for $2,400.00. The purchase of a large press was considered 
but has not yet been acted on. If purchased it will cost a goodly sum. 

In answer to the request of the Denominational Building Commit~ee 
for an expression of our attitude toward the building of such a struc
tUre at this time, your Committee answered it as follows: 

"In the event the Denominational Building Committee decides to 
recommend to Synod proceeding with the planning and erection of 
a denominational building on the vacant lot next to our printing 
plant, the Publication Committee wishes to reserve the use of the 
basement and the first floor of such a contemplated building, for 
future expansiori. The cost of such a building will have to be borne 
by the denomination as a whole, as the Publication Committee does 
not have any considerable funds to invest in such a project." 

Mr. William Buiten' was selected out of a large field of applicants 
to succeed the late .l\1:-r. Jacob Van Ess as a solicitor for Dur papers. 
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This choice was made after careful screening of the applications ann 
some personal interviews with the. applicants. We look for a happy 
relationship with him and vye trust he will prove a worthy SUccessor to 
Van Ess. 

In an age of con'tinual consideration of. the employer-employee re
lationship we are happy because of the relationship which there is be
tween us and the' employees of the Publishing House. To strengthen 
this relationship by a get together and get acquainted meeting the 
Committee authorized a dinner for all the employees, their wives or 
friends of the Publishing House together with the Editors, the Com
mittee and their v·.rives. \Ve believe it "vas a meeting which promoted a 
closer relationship. 

Synod's instruction that copies of the Acts of Synod be forwarded 
to Calvin Seminary for the Seminary students was carried out. d. 
Acts Synod, 1949, p. 15, Art. 52. 

Synod should act npon th~ following matters at this session: 

1. The appointment of committee members. The terms of Mr. 
Jacob Feenstra, Mr. Fred Van Kleef, Professor Berkhof and 
Reverend Clarence Boolnsma expire this Synod. We recommend 
their reappointment. 

2. Editor of De Wachter. The term of Rev. E. F. J. Van Halsema 
appointed for One year to the nnfinished term of. Rev. H. Keegstra 
expires this year. We recommend his reappointment. 

Respectfully submitted, 
PETER HOLWERDA, Secretary 

FINANCIAL REPORT, PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 
January 1, 1949, to January 1, 1950 

Received 
Banner Subscriptions .................................................... $ 88J388.2() 
Banner Advertising ........................................................ 18,712.14 
Wachter Subscriptions and Advertisements ............ 13,462.46 
Sunday School Papers ........................................... __ ..... 52,619.28 
Psalter Hymnals sold .................................................... 15,182.68 
Yearbooks sold ......... _ .......................................... _ .. _........ 6,623.70 
Other Income .................................................... 12,876.61 

$207,865.13 
Paid Out 

Shop Wages ______ ._ .. ___________________ . ______________ .... ______________ ...... $ 45,177.31 
Paper, Ink and Supplies ........................ _..................... 55,011.71 
Second Class Postage, Depreciation .......................... 19,793.82 
Editors' Salaries and Remunerations.......................... 16,126.18 
Agent's Salary and Expense .:...................................... 2',403.75 
Other Agents' Commission ........................... :.............. 6,547.93 
Office Salaries, Supplies, Postage................................ 23,894.93 
Printing Yearbooks, ........................................................ 3,663.92 
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Cost of Psalter Hymnals .. __ .................................. _....... 10,524.55 
Contribution to Pension Fund ............................ __ ...... 2,143.26 

$185,287.36 

Book profit for 1949 .............................. , ..................................... $ 22,577.77 
BALANCE SHEET AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1949 

Assets . 
Accounts Receivable ... _--.... __ . __ .............................. __ ..... --$ 
Inventory, Paper, Supplies, Type ................. __ ... ___ ...... . 
Bank Stock ........................ , .............................................. . 
Replacement Fund (Gov't Bonds) _. __ ........ _ ....... __ .. __ .. 
Cash in Bank and on Hand __ .. __ ................. __ . ____ ......... . 
Building and Land, 47 Jefferson Ave ..... _ ....... ___ ...... . 
Machinery and Equipment ._ ... __ . ___ ........ _ ..... ___ ........ ___ .. . 
Office Equipment ....... _____ .. __ .. __ " ....................................... . 

8,678.79 
27,786.37 

250.00 
60,000.00 
25,366.34 
47,402.02 
32,809.24 

1,102.57 
--..,-

Liabilities 
Accrued Withholding Tax ............................................ $ 1,713;53 
Accrued Contributions, Pension Fund ........................ 776.88 
Investment, Jan. 1, 1949 ........................ ~178,327.15 
Add, gain for 1949.................................... 22,577.77 200,904.92 

$203,395.33 

$203,395.33 
NOTE: Since the above report was made, $5,000 was taken out of the 

cash on hand and given to Calvin College and Seminary. Another $5,000 
was placed in a Reserve Fund for Pensions for our employees. 

PUBLICATIONS PRINTED 
1949 

The Banner, weekly ............................... _ ....... 32,500 
De Wachter, weekly -: ............... : ................ 5,700 
The Instructor, weekly .............................. 29,000 
Children's Comrade, weekly .............. ' ........ 16,800 
The Key, semi-quarterly ........................... 6,200 
Good News, weekly ......................... ' ........... 4,000 
Good News for Little Ones, weekly ........ 3,000 
Yearbook, annua1ly . . ........ 10,000 

1948 
31,000 
5,500 

28,600 
16,000 

6,000 
2,900 
1,900 
8,500 
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THE. Publication Committee at its April meeting passed the fol-
" lowmg d,eclslOn :" " 

"Motion prevails to recommend to Synod that the salary of the,Edi~ 
tor-iI)-Chief of The Banner, the Reverend H. J. Kuiper, be increased 
$500.00 as of January 1, 1950." 

For Synod's information w~ present the following: 

1. The present salary Of the Rev. Mr. Kuiper is $4,500.00 per year. 
The proposed increase will mean that his salary shall be $5,000.00 as 
of January 1, 1950. 

2. The Editor receives no allowance for house rent. He must pro
vide his own living quarters. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Publication Committee 

PETER HOLWERDA, Secretary 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 26 
(Art. 136) 

ARTICLES 6 AND 12 OF THE CHURCH ORDER 

A - Majority Report 
Snyod oj the Christian RejormedChurch. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

THE Synod of 1948 appointed the undersigned committee to study 
the discrepancy between Articles 6 and 12 of tbe Church Order. 

HISTORY OF THE MATTER 
I. PELLA OVERTURE, 1945 - MINISTERS I~ NON-ECCLESIASTICAL 

INSTITUTIONS 

A. "Classis Pella overtures Synod to clarify the position of ministers 
connected with non-ecclesiastical institutions and oonsider the need of 
drawing up a proper form for the calling and installation of such men. 

Gronnds: 
1. The present method of calling and installing does not answer the 

purpose: 
a. Since consistories do not intend nor expect such ministers to 

function as assistant pastors. 

b. Since the Form for the Ordination (or Installation) is not applic
able to ministers serving iI} non-ecclesiastical institutions. 

2. The task of these ministers is distinct and specific." 
Agen<Ja 1945, p. 78. 

B. Synod appointed as a committee for .tudy the Revs. W. Kok, G: 
Hoeksema, and \iV. Van ,Rees, and gave them the following mandate: 
"To study and clarify the status of ministers connected with non-ecclesi~ 
astical institutions, and if the conclusions reached by the committee after 
study warrant it, to draft proposed forms for the calling and installation 
of such ministers." Acts 1945, pp. 23, 119. 

II. REPORT 1947, OF FORMER COMMITTEE 

A. The committee agreed ViJith the Pella overture that our present 
"Form for the Ordihation (or Installation) is not applicable to ministers 
serving in non-ecclesiastical institutions." It added, however, "we cannot 
~onscientiously advise the drawing up of special forms for the calling 
and installation of these men," Their reason for this was their doubt 
"whether men whose daily work and chief task does so little justice to 
the form of ordination, should retain their ministerial status." And the 
committee feared that ((to draw up special forms for the aforesaid pur-
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pose would be one more seal of approval upon our present stand and 
practice." The committee said "we have serious doubts whether this 
stand and practice is not in conflict with Article 12 of our Church Order." 

- Acts 1947, pp. 350, 351. 

B. Synod referred the matter in question "back to the same study 
committee with instructions that they draw up specific recommendation" 
for the following Synod. . 

Acts 1947, p. 94. 

III. REPORT, 1948, OF FORMER COMMITTEE 

A. To the Synod of 1948 the committee recommended the rescinding 
of '(the decision of 1934, that a minister may retain his ministerial stand
ing, if he teaches Bible in a Christian high school. Grounds: 

1. Teaching Bible in a non-ecclesiastical institution is religious work 
only in a general sense, and can legitimately be performed, and is being 
performed, by laymen. 

2. Teaching Bible in a non-ecclesiastical institution does not satisfy 
the requirement of Article 12, Church Order, that a minister is bound to 
the service of the church for life. 

3. Experience has proved that such ministers are actually bound to the 
non-ecclesiastical institution, since it controls _ their work and appoints 
them, and their relation to the institution of the church is largely, if not 
completely, and empty form." 

Acts 1948, pp. 330, 331. 
B. Synod rejected this recommendation on the ground that "Article 

6 of the Church Order warrants our present practice while Article 12 
forbids it." 

Acts 1948, p. 75. 

IV. TASK OF UNDERSIGNED COMMITTEE 

A. Mandate of Synod, 1948 
This Synod appointed the undersigned committee with the following 

mandate: "To study this (aforesaid) discrepancy in the Church Order 
between Article 6 and 12 and advise Synod how to remove it. Ground: 

We must have proper constitutional basis from which to work toward 
solving the problem of ministerial status in non-ecclesiastical service." 

B. Analysis of the Mandate 
1. The Articles involved: 

Acts 1948, pp. 75, 97. 

a. "No· minister shall be at liberty to serve in institutions of mercy 
or otherwise, unless he be previously adDJitted -in accordance with the 
preceding Articles, and he shall, no less than others, be subject 00 the 
Church Order." Article 6. 

b. {(Inasmuch as a minister of the Word, once lawfully called as 
described above, is bound to the service of the church for life, he is 
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, not allowed to enter upon it secular vocation except for such weighty 
reasons as shall receive the approval of the Classis." Article 12. 
2. Brief statement of th" attested discrepancy 

a. Article 6 is said to 'permit ministers, without loss of status) to 
serve hl non-ecclesiastical institutions. 

b. Article 12 states tbat ministers are "bound to the service of the 
church for life." Therefore he may never cease to serve the ecclesiasti
cal institution in order to serve another institution, one, moreover, 
which is non~ecclesiastical. 
3. The task described 

a. To study this discrepancy. Not to establish whether there is a 
discrepancy for Synod has already declared that one exists. The com
mittee however should give evidence that it has studied the matter, 
and this cannot help but show whether the committee is in agreement 
with Synod's position. 

b. To advise how to remove the discrepancy. Since the attested 
discrepancy concerns Articles 6 and 12 of the Church Order, the re
moval thereof requires suggestions as to the revision of one or .other of 
these Articles. 

c. The purpose of the committee's work must be, in the words of 
the ground attached to Synod's mandate, to obtrun a "proper consti
tutional basis from which to work toward solving the problem of min
isterial status in non-ecclesiastical service." The committee is there
fore required to advise Synod as to the proper basis upon which to 
work toward solving the problem presented by the Pella overture. 

STUDY OF ARTICLE 6 
I. ARTICLE 6 ENTERED THE CHURCH ORDER BY WAY OF EXPEDIENCY 

Article 6 dates from Reformation times, If it be at variance with the 
rest of the Church Order, we naturally ask what led our Reformed fathers 
to make the concession contained in this Article. The answer is expedi
ency; not principlei 

The co'ncession in Article 6, which now pertains to institutions of 
mercy, originally concerned the palaces of the political rulers. The first 
permissive ruling as to non-regular ministers was made in 1578 when 
the Reformed churches of the Netherlands decreed that ministers who 
served '''in the courts of the chief sovereigns or in the manors of the 
princes" were also subject to the usual ecclesiastical ordinances.1 Three 
years later this ruling was made to apply also to ministers who served 
in hospitals or 6rphanages.2 Five years later the concession 'was said to 
apply to 'ministers who served in "manors, hospitals, or otherwi'se."3 
This is the form of the rule that was adopted also by the National Synod 
of Dort, 1618-'19. That is still the phrase used in Article 6 of the 

1. Art. VIII, Acts of National Synod of Dort, 1578. 
2. Question 7, National Synod of Middelburg, 1581. 
8. Art. VI, Church Order of National Synod of the Hague, 1586 .. 



! 
r 
[. 

( 

I 

SUPPLEME~T 26 325 

Church Order adopted by the Reformed Churches of the Netherlands. 
The parallel phrase'of that Article, adopted byour church in 1914, is 
"institutions of mercy, or otherwise." 

Our Reformed fathers were confronted by a situation that prevailed 
already in pre-reformation times. "Rather generally in the Middle Ages 
permission was. granted, in the case of kingly cQurts, the chief princes, 
institutions and hospitals, to have a church of their own" with a priest 
as chaplain who administered the mass."4 

As the Reformation progressed, ministers to~k the place of priests. 
Because the relation of the church and the State was so very close, and 
because the State had so great a power over the church, the Reformed 
fathers were compelled to reckon with the wishes of the State as to the 
established custom. As the Article about the Feast Days was placed in 
the Church Order at the insistence of the government, so also Article 6 
became a' part thereof due to its influence; The restrictions in Article 
6 are an expression of the church's desire to curb as much as possible a 
situation which they had to condone.5 

It naturally follows that an' Article, inserted into the Church Order 
by reason 'of expediency, need not be retained without qualification; 
especially not, if the argument -of expediency which occasioned it no 
longer holds. 

II. ARTICLE 6 PERMITS lVIINISTERS TO DO 'VORl{ NOT REALLY 

MINISTERIAL 

The language of Article 6 is remiss in that it fails to state the kind of 
service a minister may perform in "institutions of mercy." Conceivably" 
in so far as the wording of the Article goes, a minister might even serve 
in such institution in the capacity of superintendent, attendant, or janitor. 
This is not the practice to be sure; it is the language which is faulty. 

According to Article 6, a mi~ister is permitted to leave his' congrega
tion in order to labor on behalf of a group who do not constitute a con
gregation. (That is true also in the case of a "minister who becomes a 
missionary but this practice is warranted by the great commission of 
our Lord.) The inmates of our institutions of mercy are a mixed gz:oup 
whose church affiliations are in widely scattered congregations - of more 
than one denomination. The minister who serves them does not serve a 
congregation. He does not do the work of a minister in the canonical 
sense of that term. Nor can it be altogether said of him, as in the case 
of the regular ,minister, that he speaks as an ambassador of Christ, in 
His name, and in His stead. 

In the Reformed churches of the Netherlands it has till now been the 
custom to permit minis"ters to serve in institutions of mercy only on con
dition that they first become emerited. A distinguished authority of said 
denomination say.s on the subject under discussion "Such a spiritual care· 

4. H. Bouwman, Gerefol"meerd Kerkr.::cht. 1928, vol. "I, P. 424. 
5. H. Bouwman, Gereformeerd Kerkrecht, Vol. I, P. 426. 

• 
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taker, even though he was a minister and declared emeritus, in his capac
ity as a spiritual caretaker, is then however not a minister of the Word, 
his preaching is not official service, his home is not a parsonage/'6 

For ~till another reason the service of a minister in an institution of 
mercy is subordinate to that in a congregation. Such institution belongs 
to the sphere of Christ's kingdom rather than to that of His church. 
Labor in such institution is kingdom service rather than service 'on behalf 
of the church. However important such kingdom service be, it is not of 
the same high standard as service, rendered to the church. 

III. ARTICLE 6 DOES NOT WARRANT THAT THE WORK PERMITTED BE 

PERFORMED IN NON-ECCLESIASTICAL INSTITUTIONS 

A. Ministers in institutions of Mercy 
Article 6 permits ministers ato serve in institutions of mercy." It is 

service that is permitted but not prescribed. The Article does not say 
that this service ought to be performed by ministers. The language used 
is concessive and negative. It is said only that he may do this work . 

. The permission that is granted is hedged about with restrictions. He 
is "at liberty to serve" therein only if the conditions are complied with 
which are stated in' the latter part of the Article. 

This Article makes another concession to ministers in addition to the 
One granted in Article 13. In the latter Article the Church Order extends 

• the rights of ministers by asserting that they may retain their status 
even after they are incapacitated for active service. Article 6 makes a 
further concession. It permits a minister' in active service to leave his 
proper work in the institutional church and to perform work not specific
ally ministerial in an institution of mercy. 

The Article however does not say that a minister may serve in such 
an institution if it be non-ecclesiastical. On this point a distinguished 
authority writes "Does this Article apply to all Christian institutions? 
It does not; but only to institutions which proceed from a local church 
and subject themselves to a local consistory."7 

That Article 6 does not refer to non-ecclesiastical institutions is evident 
from its last clause. Therein it is required that the minister serving in 
institutions must "be subject to the Church Order" and that he shall be 
subject to it "no less than other" ministers. This provision simply cannot 
be complied with in the case of non-ecclesiastical institutions. Article 6 
refers to institutions which are under the coutrol of the church. 

Moreover, if the institutions intended in Article 6 were intended to be 
non-ecclesiastical, what right would the church have to legislate concern
ing them? What right would the church have to say "no minister shall 
be at liberty to serve" therein except he comply with its rules? What 
right would our church have to prohibit a non-ecclesiastical institution 
from obtaining a minister of another denomination? What right would 

6. Joh. Jansen, Korte Verklaring van de Kerkenordening, 2d ed., p_ 32_ 
7. Joh. Jansen, Korte Verklaring van de Kerkenordening, 2d ed_, p_ 31_ 
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our church have to require such institution to· regulate such minister's 
labors according to our Church Order? These probings show that the 
institutions intended in Article 6 are not non-ecclesiastical but institutions 
which are under the control of the church. 

Institutions of mercy among us, how~ver, are not ecclesiastical. The 
church did not found them, nor does it sponsor or control them. They 
are supported and supervised by people of not only our own church but 
also people of one or more denominations other than our own. They 
are non-ecclesiastical. 

Since Article 6 applies to institutions that are controlled by the church, 
the position of Synod, that this Article warrants our present practice, 
holds only in part. Article 6 permits ministers to serve as spiritual 
advisors in institutions under the church's control but it does not permit 
them with full ministerial status to serve in non-ecclesiastical institutions. 

B. Ministers in Christian High Schools 
The phrase "or otherwise" in Article 6 is an unfortunate expression. 

It suggests something different !rom the aforementioned "institutions of 
mercy" but it leaves us altogether in the dark as to its identity. The 
phrase "or otherwise" is -ambiguous because it denotes manner while it 
however intends to denote thing. Does it mean other than "serve," or 
other than "institutions of mercy?" Undoubtedly, the latter. The mean
ing is no doubt "in other institutions." 

Our church by both precept and practice has in effect made the phrase 
"or otherwise" to cover a considerable number of ministers in non-regu
lar service. One may well wonder how much further the curtains of this 
phrase will be stretched in the years ahead. As the number of non-regu
lar ministers increases) and this practice becomes traditionally fixed, there 
is danger that there will be no inclination, and much less ability, to 
retrace the 'wrong course taken. 

The mandate of the undersigned committee took its inception from the 
synodical pronouncement that Article 6 warrants our present, practice 
as to ministers teaching Bible in Christian High Schools, while Ar.ticle 12 
forbids it. The Synod of 1934 made the phrase "or otherwise" to cover 
also this position. 

Considerable attention was paid previously to ministers in institutions 
of mercy because this is the particular kind of institution named in Article 
6. If the arguments of this report hold in the case of ministers serving 
in institutions of mercy, they hold even more in the case of said ministers 
in Christian High Schools. For their work is considerably further re
moved from the specific task of the ministry than the labor of ministers 
in institutions of mercy. The labors of some of them, moreover, are not 
even confined to the teaching· of Bible. 

The Reformed Churches of the Netherlands tiiI now have not allowed 
the retention of ministerial status to persons giving religious instruction 
in secondary schools. Said churches are however moving in a direction 
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which will require them to change their stand on this matter if they be 
consistent. They are making concessions as to ministers in non-regular 
service, which, in the ,opinion of the committee, will require them to 
revise in Article 12 the phrase "hound to the service of the church for 
life." The undersigned committee has carefully studied all of the mate
rial of said churches on the suhject of ministers in the services of the 

, churches in general. In said churches the position taken was opposed 
by a large minority. With that large minority the undersigned committee 
is in agreement at least to this extent that the position taken hy said 
churches i's without sufficient warrant. 

IV. ARTICLE 6 EVEN CONFLICTS WITH THE PRESENT PRACTICE, AND 

REQUIRES THE CHURCH TO FULLY CONTROL ITS MINISTERS 

The concession of Article 6 that ministers may serve in institutions of 
mercy is hedged, about by two restrictions. 

The 'first of these is that "n~ ministe'r" shall have such liberty "unless 
he be previously admitted in accordance with the preceding Articles" 4 
and 5. This also is unfortunately worded. One may with reason ask how 
can one be a minister unless one were "previously admitted." It does 
not make good sense to say that a minister (that is, one who is ordained) 
may not serve as a minister except he be first admitted (that is, except 
he he first ordained). The Article in effect says "One ordained may not 
serve except he be first ordained." This to·-be sure is anomalous. 

The second of the restrictions is that such minister "shall, no less than 
others, be subject to the Church Order." He shall be subject to the 
Church Order hoth actively and passively. What it means is that such 
minister shall serve in such "institutions of mercy or otherwise" accord
ing to the Church Order (acti"e sense), and he shall he under its author
ity as he serves therein (passive sense). The language of the Article 
stresses the latter submission. 

Article 12 says that a minister is, bound to the service of the church 
for life. That means that the church must contr9l and supervise his work. 
Moreover - and this is significant - also Article 6 prescribes the same 
condition. Ministers '(in institutions of mercy or otherwise" must not 
only be subject to the Church Order but they must he so "no less than 
other" ministers. And, except they he thus fully subject to the Church 
Order, just as much as o~her ministers are, they are not even at liberty 
to serve in such institutions. For, the concession that they are at liberty 
to serve therein, is contingent upon the condition that they he altogether 
and fully subject to the Church Order. 

This restriction of Article 6 forbids our present practjce as to our 
ministers who serve in non-ecclesiastical institutions. For they are by no 
means suhject to the Church Order as are other ministers. In their case 
there is no exercise of mutual discipline, as required in censura marum, to 
which other ministers are subject four times a year. The constant super~ 
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vision of the elders of the local church, to which they are connected only 
in name, is negligible or non-existent. The supervision of church visitors 
annually - a very significant factor in the lives of other ministers -is 
never exercised -in the case of these ministers. Not the churc;.h but the 
non-ecclesiastical institution, appoints them, superv~ses their wqrk, and 
controls them. Their relationship to some local church is almost com· 
pletely an empty form, an "absurdity," as ODe authority states.s The 
Church Order says that a minister is "bound to the church for life." But 
the ministers in question are bound instead to the non-ecclesiastical insti

,tution. They are f~ee-Iance ministers in so far as the control of the 
church is concerned. 

Such ministers are subject to the non-ecclesiastical institution, -while, 
however, they are already under the prior subjection of another institu
tiOD, the organized church. How can a minister, who is subject to the 
institution of the church, thereupon become subject to a distinctly differ

. ent institution - and yet, at the same time, remain subject to the ,first 
named institution? . 

With· good reason the former committee asked with respect to the 
ministers in question, must not the church "keep in its own hands the 
actual living control of the work of the men it has once ordained?"'. 
Arid, on this matter a distingnished authority states "if the spiritual 
caretaker be a minister, his position and the relation of the institution 
of the church, must be regnlated by the church."IO 

STUDY OF ARTICLE 12 
I. ARTICLE 12 REQUIRES THAT MINISTERS BE BOUND TO THE 

SERVICE OF THE CHURCH FOR LIFE 

The primary purpose of Article 12 is to indicate the procedure in the 
case of a particular kind of removal from the ministerial status. 

Death removes from the ministry but this, being an act of God, re
quires no regulation. Removal by way of d.eposition, because of gross 
sins, is regulated by Article 79. Removal from the exercise of Office, but 
with retention of status, by.way of emeritation, is described in Article 13. 

In distinction from these, Article 12 speaks of demission from office 
in the case of ministers who desire this for some or other weighty reason 
as to wbich the Classis shall judge. Demission from tbe ministry is pos
sible in the case of those not yet incapacitated if only the reason advanced 
be sufficiently weighty. It involves the loss of status, at least temporarily. 
If then the first part of Article 12 conflicts with the present practice of 
ministers in non-eccl€siastical institutioJ).s, the "latter part of this same 
'Article shows the way in which these institutions can obtain ministers 
who are willing to part with their official status. The Reformed Churches 
of the Netherlands took reCOurse to this provision in the case of one no 

8. w. Heyns, Kerkrecht en Kybernetiek. 1922, p. 167. 
9. Acts of Synod. 1947. p. 351. 

10. H. Bouwman, Gereformeerd Kerkrecht, 1928, Vol. I, p. 427. 
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less renowned than Dr. A. Kuyper who for years was without ministerial 
status in his church while he served the government in the position of 
Prime Minister. 

What concerns us particularly in Article 12 are the words "Inasmuch as 
a minister of the Word .. '. 'is hound to the service of the church for 
life." This clause, according to Synod's own pronouncement, fc;>rhids our 
present practice as to-ministers in non-ecclesiastical institutions. 

This clause occupies a prominent place in the Article. Though it does 
not describe its main purpose, it is the premise on which the rest of the 
Aritcle depends. This clause giyes the reasons why demission may not 
be granted readily to a minister not incaNcitated. He may not engage 
in other than ministerial lahor, or work for other institutions than the 
church, except for reasons so weighty that even the Classis can approve 
them. Why must demission be so difficult? Because a minister is "bound 
to the service of the church for life." 

II. ARTICLE 12 Is IN LINE WITH THE REST OF THE CHURCH ORDER 
The position of the:ministers in question conflicts not only with Article 

12 but with the whole tenor of the Church Order. In general, the Church 
Order, in SO far as it touches upon the matter in question, is in harmony 
with Article 1.2 when it says that a minister is "bound to the service of 
the church for life." This is a fact of supreme importance. 

No less than sixteen times the Church Order speaks of the minister as 
a minister of the Word (Articles 4 twice, 5, 7, 12, 16, 17, 19, 20, 23, 
37 twice, 53 twice, 79, 81). His specific task is to preach the Word of 
God to the congregation. On Sunday he is to "explain ... the Heidelberg 
Catechism" (Art. 68). He must "continue in prayer ... dispense the 
sacraments, . . . watch over his brethren, . . . and exercise church dis
cipline" (Art. 16). With others he must "exercise Christian censure (and) 
... admonish one another with regard to the discharge of their office" 
(Art. 81). 

The Church Order declares that a minister is one who ministers to a 
particular congregation (Articles 4, 5, 10, 11, 81). He is one who is 
"stationed in a particular place" (Art. 7). He is not to neglect "the 

, ministry of his church" or be without a fixed charge, nor is he "per
mitted to preach indiscriminately" (Art. 15). He is to "watch over his 
brethren, the elders and deacons, as well as the congregation" (Art. 16). 

Moreover, the Church Order requires that ministers be faithful in their 
particular work. The elders are to attend to it tha.t they "faithfully dis
charge their office" (Art. 23). And the church visitors must observe 
whether they "faithfully perform the duties of their office" (Art. 44). 

And, finally, the minister is "subject to the Church Order" (Art. 6). 
Even Article 6 is at variance with the p'resent practice as .to ministers in 
non-ecclesiastical institutions. 
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The study of the t""or of the Church Order shows that Article 12 is 
in line with the Church Order as a whole. And, since Article 12 is normal, 
:\t is normative. 

III. ARTICLE 12 FORBIDS THE PRESENT PRACTICE AS TO MINISTERS IN 

NON-EcCLESIASTICAL INSTITUTIONS 

The declaration that a minister is "bound to the service of the church 
for Ii je" expresses a principle as to the tenure of the ministerial office. It 
is for life. Except for very weighty reasons a minister may· not be re
leased from the vows made at tbe time of ordination. As long as strength 
allows he must, ordinarily, exercise the office with. which the church in 
Christ's name has invested him. He is under obligation to perform his 
ministerial work as long as he can not only because the church asks 'this 
of him but also, and especially, because Christ himself, the King of the 
church, requires this. 

There"is another principle wrapped up in the declaration that a minister 
is "lJound to the service of the church for life." It is this, that a minister 
must be in the service of the church all his life long. For our present 
purpose this principle is the more significant. The service of 'a minister 
must be on behalf of, and specifically on behalf of the church, for, as 
Article 12 says, he is "bound to the service of the church for life." 

The term "church", as used in the aforesaid clause, can mean nothing 
else than the church as an institution. Because the church in its institu· 
tionalized form is referred to here, the ministry that is spoken of is spe· 
cifically tbe ministry of the Word as this is commonly understood. The 
service of a minister in the institutional church is not just spiritually good 
work of a general character but specifically a ministry of the Word on 
behalf of the church as an institution. This distinctly ecclesiastical service 
the minister is obligated to perform as long as his ability permits. 

That the ministers serving in non-ecclesiastical institution,s are not 
~erving the institution of the church is a fact clearly evident and not in 
need of being proved. This therefore is iu uudeniable conflict with 
Article 12, and, moreover, with the general tenor of the Church Order. 

According to the present practice a man can be ordained to the min
istry of the Word in the institution of the church, and then leave that 
institution to serve a non-ecclesiastical institution, and nevertheless retain 
his ordination status in the institution which he left. This does not make 
good sense. One ordained to service in the institution of the church 
cannot with perfect propriety accept an appointment from another insti
tution. Much less can the former institution with perfect propriety allow 
the ordination status of such a person to remain unimpaired. With good 
reason the former committee asked with reference to the ministers in 
question, must not the church "insist that they be busy in the specific 
work of the institution of the church."l1 

11. Acts of Synod, 1947, p. 351. 
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Ministers in non-ecclesiastic.:;:al institutions are not "bound to the service' 
of the church." Nor are they in accord with Article 12 .even to the extent 
that they are "bound to the church" in any real sense. They are, to be 
sure, connected with the local church which called them but this con· 
nection is only an empty form. They are called assistant pastors but they 
are not expected to serve as assistant pastors. This is not merely ari 
empty form but insincerity in high places. Pointedly one of our former 
authorities on Church Order said as to this matter "to be officially can· 
pected with a local church, without serving it officially, without' even 
being related to it in any actual, official way .... is an absurdity."12 
Other authorities say "we are convinced that this is contrary to the best 
interests of the church ahd the ministers concerned.:'13 And the former 
committee asks 'as to this matter "Has not that stand led to many, an 
empty form that should have no ,place in the church of Christ?"14 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
The mandate of the committee requires that it "advise Synod ,how to 

remove" the attested discrepancy between Articles 6 and 12, so that there 
may be "a proper constitutional basis from which to work toward solving 
the problem of m~nisterial status in non-ecclesiastical service."15 

Accordingly) the committee recommends: 
1. THAT ARTICLE 12 'BE NOT REVISED. Grounds: 
PL The whole tenor of the Church Order is in agreement with it ~ 

including eveuthe latter part of Article 6. (See above) 

B. The tenor of Scripture as to the task of a minister. is in agreement 
with it. (See below) . 

C. The stipulations of the Form for the Ordination (or Installation) 
of ministers as to the task of a minister is in agreement with it. (See 
below) 

D. The Content of the Letter of Call as to the task of a minister is 
in agreement with it. (See below) 

E. The Rules for Church Visiting as to the subjection of and the task 
of a minister is in agreement with it. (See below) 

II. THAT' ARTICLE 6, AND ESPECIALLY THE PRACTICE THAT Is SuP
POSEDLY BASED UPON IT, BE REVISED OR CHANGED. Grounds: 

A. These are opposed to what the Church Order says should be the 
relation of the minister to the church. 

1. Article 12 expresses the tenor of the Church Order when it requires 
that a minister be "bound to the service of the church for life." This 
implies: 
'12. W. Heyns, Kerkrecht en Kybernetiek, 1922, P. 167. 
18. Van Dellen and Monsma, The Church Order Commentary, 1941. p. 40. 
14. Acts of Synod, 1947, P. 351. 
15. Acts of Synod, 1948, p. 75. 
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a. That minist~rs may not cease to serve the institution of the 
church. 

b. That the church must supervise and control all its ministers. 
2. If OUf practice be not changed, consistency requires the· revision of 

not only Article 12 but other Articles as well-notably Articles 7, 15, 
and 16. (See above, and compare report of former committee) 

B. These are opposed to what Scripture describes to be .the task of a 
minister. For example: 

1. Acts 20: 28. "Take heed ... to all the flock, in which the Holy 
Spirit hath made you bishops, to feed the church of the Lord." 

2. II Cor. 5: 20, "Ambassadors on behalf of Christ ... entreating 
. . . you on behalf of Christ . . . be ye reconciled to God." 

3. Eph. 4:12, "For the perfecting of the saints, unto the work of min
istering, unto the building up of the body of Christ." 

C. These are opposed to what the Form for the Ordination (or Instal
lation) of Ministers describes as the task of a minister. This task is 
said to he: 

1. "Present to their people the Word of the Lord ... and apply 
the same." 

2. "To instruct the children of the church in the doctrine of salva
tion, -to visit the members of the congregation in their homes, and to 
comfort the sick . . ." 

3. "To call upon the name of God in behalf of the whole congrega-
tion." 

4. "To administer the sacraments." 
5. "To keep the church in good discipline." 
If our stand be not changed, consistency would require that we revise 

also said Form to make it comply with our practice. It is this circum
stance, that the Form does not agree with our practice as to the ministers 
in question, which occasioned the Pella Qverture to suggest special Forms 
for the c,,\ling and installation of such men. However, if a practice be 
so much at variance with the Forms, documents so basic as Forms should 
not be changed so as to comply with the practice bnt the practice should 
be changed so as to comply with the Forms. Both the former committee 
and the present committee surmise that this I may have been the real 
intent of the Pella overture. Not a prevailing practice but the norm mus'. 
have the final word if there be conflict. 

D. These are opposed to what the Letter of Call describes as the 
task of a minister. These are" said to be: 

1. "Preaching on the Lord's day." 
2. UAttending to catechetical instruction, family visiting, and calling 

on the sick." 
If our present practice as to ministers in non-ecclesiastical institutions 

be not changed, consistency requires that our Letter of Call be revised, or, 
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as the Pella overture suggests, that a special Letter of Call be formulated 
that will comply with our practice. However, Forms should not be 
changed so as to comply with a dubious practice but the latter should be 
changed so as ta comply with our basic Forms. 

E. These are not in agreement with the Rules for Church Visiting 
which require that the following questions be asked as to ministers: 

1. "Does the' minister faithfully exercise his office in preaching and 
administering the sacraments?" 

2. "Does he in the discharge of his ministry use the Forms of the 
church, and does he conduct public worship in an edifying manner?" 

3. "Does he catechize regularly, is he faithful in visiting the sick, and 
does he take part in the visitation of the families?" 

4. "Does his work as a teacher and preacher give evidence of diligent 
study, particularly his preaching of the catechism?" 

Even Article 6, the very Article that is said to warrant the present 
practice, states that a minister in an "institution of mercy or otherwise" 
is not at liberty to serve therein except he "no less than others be subject 
to the Church Order." How then can the church condone a practice in 
which the above questions for church visiting are not even asked of a 
certain class of ministers with full ministerial status; and if asked, could 
not at all be prGperly answered? There should' be no double standard as 
to what a church requires of its ministers! 

F. The language of Article 6 is faulty and calls for revision. 
G. The practice supposedly based on Article 6 may not be con-

tinued, since: 
1. The calling "as assistant pastors" is not sincere. 
2. The being bound to the local church is but an empty fonn. 
H. The practice is not warranted by the first part of Article 6, and it 

is contradicted by the last part thereof. 

III. THAT AaTICLE 6, IN VIEW OF THE FOREGOING GROUNDS, BE 

REVISED TO READ: 
"No minister is at liberty to leave the ministry of his church in order 

to serve in non-ecclesiastical institutions except he first obtain demission 
according to the Article which goverl)S this matter." 

IV. THAT THIS REVISION OF AaTICLE 6 DO NOT WORK RETROACTIVELY 

Ministers who in good faith accepted positions, contrary to the pro
posed revision, should not lose their status. This exceptive provision will 
give opportunity to the institutions involved to adjust themselves to the 
changed stand of the church in this matter. 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Committee 

S. VOLBEDA 

J. L. SCRA VER 
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ARTICLES 6 AND 12 OF THE CHURCH ORDER 
B - Minority Report 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

335 

TOGETHER with Prof. Dr. S. Volbeda and the Rev. J. L. Schaver the 
undersigned was appointed to study an alleged discrepancy between 

Articles 6 and 12 of our venerable and valuable Church Order. We were 
charged "to study this discrepancy in the Church Order and advise Syood 
how to remove it". 

The writer would have been happy if the conclusions and the suggested 
advise of the other two members of our Committee had been such that he 
could have subscribed to these. This, I am sorry to say, was not the case. 
I disagree with much of the argumentations used by my esteemed fellow 
committee members, and with the conclusions to which they have arrived, 
and therefore also with the advice which they offer Synod. 

I therefore see myself dnty-bound to present to Syood my personal 
findings and advice. 

* * * 
Article 6 of the Church Order reads as follows: 
No Minister shall be at liberty to serve in institutions of mercy or 
otherwise, unless he· be previously admitted in accordance with the 
preceding articles, and he shall, no less than others, be subject to the 
Clrurch Order. 

And Article 12 of the Church Order reads as follows: 
Inasmuch as a Minister of the Word, once lawfully called as described 
above, is bound to the service of the Church for Iife, he is not allowed 
to enter upon a secular vocation except /for such weighty reasons as 
shall receive the approval of the Classis. 
Regarding these two articles Synod of 1948 declared: 
"Article 6 of the Church Order warrants our present practice. while 
Article 12 forbids it". (See Art. 121, p. 75, Acts of Synod, 1948) 

To which practice does this declaration refer? The practice of per
mitting some of our ministers to function as full-time teachers of Bible in 
our Christian High Schools. Matters might also be stated as follows: 
The practice of some of our churches to call a minister and charge him 
to teach the Word of God in one of our Christian High Schools. (Certain 
other non-regular ministerial positions would also be effected.) 

Regarding this practice the Synod of 1948 says that Article 12 of our 
Church Order forbids it, and that Article 6 warrants it. 

Prof. Dr. Volbeda and the Rev. J. L. Schaver agree with this position. 
The undersigned does not. He believes that Syood of 1948·was in error 
when it made the pronouncement cited ~bove.· 
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i agree, of course, that Article 6 warrants the practice in question. 
But I cannot grant that Article 12 forbids the practice. I see no conflict 
between Art. 6 and Art. 12. 

* * * 
Would it not be passing strange, brethren, if our fathers of the days 

of the Synod of Dort, and the years previous to this notable gathering, 
had actually included two contradictory articles in their Church Order? 
One would not expect these men, many of them excellent scholars and 
careful formulators, to say one thing in Article 6 of the Church. Order, 
and then the very opposite in Article 12. . 

The undersigned is convinced that the declaration that, these fathers 
did indeed include two contradictory articles in tIie Church Order rests 
upon misinterpretation. 

Let us see. 
The cruX of the difficulty relates itself to the prOVISIOn of Art. 12 

which reads: " ... bound,to the service of the Church for life". Ministers 
once lawfully inducted into office are "bound to the service of the Church 
for life". 

My fellow committee inembers interpret the expression "the service 
of the Church" to refer to work done directly in and for the church as an 
institute. They hold that Art. 12 demands that our ministers shall labor 
only as regular ministers in the churches where ministers they are; or in 
some institution I which is owned a~d 9perated by the Churches as a de
nomination, for example in our ecclesiastically owned and/ op~rated Calvin 
College and Seminary. 

According to my interpretation, "the service of the church" does not 
have this connotation or restriction. 

Art. 12 specifies that the calling of the ministry is for life, and that 
one who has been privileged to enter upon this sacred and important 
office, shall not leave the ministry and assume a secular vocation than for 
weighty reasons. And no one shall have the right to yield his office and 
step out of the ministry without the approval of his Classis. In other 
words, not only the minister concerned, and his consistory must be con
vinced that the reasons for which -a minister would surrender, his office 
are of sufficient weight, but his Classis must also be convinced of this fact. 
Without classical approval he may not leave the ministry. 

The ministry of the Gospel is for life. That is the burden of Art. 12. 
It is a safeguard against abuse. It seeks to protect the churches against 
rash and changeable individuals. He who enters the ministry must do so 
with the definite understanding that he is giving his entire life to the 
Lord's special work, the ministry of the Gospel. 

But Art. 12 does not seek to describe the limits of the ministerial 
office. It does not say that a minister may not be charged to fulfil his 
ministerial office in a field lying outside of the calling and commissioning 
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Church. Far less does it say that he may only be mandated to labor in 
Christian institutions which are owned and operated directly by the 
Church, and not in institutions which are owned and operated by a 
society of Reformed brethren, and who request a certain Christian Re
formed Church to place a minister in their institutions, such as The Re
formed· Bible Institute, The Christian Psychopathic Hospital, or a 
Christian High School. 

The local church which calls a man to the 'ministry, as a general rule, 
charges him with the Performance of' the regular work of the Gospel 
ministry in the local church itself. But a minister may also be caIled to 
labor in a field lying outside of the pal~ of the local church which caIls 
him. Thus a church may charge a minister to teach and preach the 
Gospel to some far off pagan people, or to the paganistic, dechrisfianized 
masses of our land. It may also mandate him to preach the Gospel as an 
Army or Navy chaplain, or to labor as spiritual teacher or counselor in 
an ~nstitution of mercy, or in some Christian institution of learning. 

Now none of these extraordinary labors of the ministry are ruled ,out 
by the phrase "the service of the church" as this expression occurs in 
Art. 12. 

For the comparison or contrast in Art. 12 is not between the service 
of the ministry in a local church or for the denomination as, a whole, on 
the one hand, and the service which men in the ministry render in some 
other capacity, such as Anny and Navy chaplains, spiritual advisors in 
institutions of Christian mercy, or Bible 'teachers and Christian counselors 
in some Christian institution of learning, on the other hanq, but the con
trast in Art. 12 is between 'the work of the ministry in general, and the 
secular callings of life. 

The expression "the service of the church" is a translation of the 
Dutch word "kerkedienst". By using this word, "kerkedienst", our 
fathers did not mean to say, as I have already.relllarked, that the work 
of our ministers is always confined to the ministry in the local church, or 
- far less - that the work assigned to them must be denominationaL 
and synodical. 

The word "kerkedienst", which is the term used by the Synod of Dart 
1618-19, in Art. 12, indicates an ecclesiastical or spiritual service. Th~ 
word "kerk", church, in this term is used adjectively, just as in the Dutch 
word for consistory, "kerkeraad" .. It describes the type of work or service'," 
namely, work which pertains to the preaching and teaching of the Word. 
In present-day Dutch the term would doubtlessly be "kerkelijke dienst", 
and would indicate the service which a minister of the Gospel renders as 
a ministerial office-bearer. 

I repeat, the term Hkerkedienst" in Art. 12 is not meant to be re
strictive, but is used to indicate, the service of the Word, in distinction 
from secular labors. And the burden of the article is simply that the 
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, offiee of the ministry is for life, and that one may yield his office and 
assume a secular vocation, only for very weighty reasons. 

* * * 
Let us now consider Art. 6. It reads: 
"No Minister .shall be at liberty to serve in institutions of mercy or 
otherwise, unless he be previously admitted in accordance with the 
preceding articles, and he shall, no less than others, be subject to the 
Church Order." 
The formulation of Art. 6 as adopted by the. Synod of Dort, 1618-19, 

reads as follows: 
"Also, no Minister shall be pennitted to accept a position (as Minister) 

in any private manor, in a home for the infirm or aged, or in like places, 
'unless he has been previously accepted and admitted according to the fore
going articles; and he shall no less than other (Ministers) be subject to 
the Church Order." 

Translated from the Dutch which reads as follows: "Ook zal geen Die
naar dienst mogen aannemen in eenige particuliere heerlijkheden, gast
huizen of anderszins, tenzij dat hij voorheen geadmitteerd en toegelaten 
zij, volgens de voorgaande artikeleu; en hij zal ook niet minder dan andere 
aan de Kerkenordening onderworpen zijn." 

Article 6 was incorporated in the Church Order to meet a need, and to. 
protect the Churches against abuse. According to the tenor of the times 
certain nobles and lords maintained large estates and households. For 
their own families and thcir personnel they maintained chapels with 
regular Sunday services. Thus it had been under the Roman regime, and 
thus it continued to be after the Reformation. Now for these chapels 
and the religious services held in them, so the Churches ruled, ministers 
should not be appointed and placed in office privately, but according to 
the rules contained in Articles 4 or 5 of the Chnrch Order. And the men 
who served at these landed estates or manors were to be subject to the 
Church Order as well as those who served in the regular churches. 

Art. 6, therefore, met a need. The need of regular spiritual labors at 
the landed estates and for the large households of these estates. And the 
article safeguards against abuse. This abuse, namely that men, often able 
and influential, should do ministerial work, and enter the ministry without 
submitting themselves to an examination and without the approval of a 
Classis. Thus the purity of doctrine would be threatened, and a second, 
independent class of ministers would spring up, whose labors and lives. 
could not be controlled by the churches, but who would work under the 
supervision of certain noblemen, and not under the supervision of the 
churches. 

The element of protection against abuse was doubtlessly uppermost in 
the minds of our post-reformation fathers when they incorporated Art. 6 
in the Church Order. The wording of Art. 6, adopted at the great Synod 
of Dort, 1618-19, makes this evident. The first reading of the article, 
adopted by the Synod of Dort, 1578, also makes this evident. It is Art. 
7 in this Church Order of 1578. It reads as follows: 



r 

I 
\ 

SUPPLEMENT 26 339 

"They who serve the Word at the courts of certain, Rulers or Lords shall 
be called in orderly and lawful fashion, just as other Ministers. They shall 
sign the Confession of Faith and other ecclesiastical ordinances, and they 
shall appoint Elders and Deacons from amongst the most capab~e of the 
courtly household. They shall also attend the meetings of the Classes and 
the Synods, 'and submit themselves to the judgment of these gatherings, 
just as other Ministers are required- to do." 

Translated from the Dutch which reads as follows: "Die In eenige 
Vorsten oite onder groote Heeren Hoven den dienst des Woords bedienen, 
sullen ordentelijk en wettelijk, gelijk anderen beroepen worden; de bely
denisse des Geloofs, en andere Kerkelijke ordeningen, onderschryven, en 
uyt de allerbequaamste des Hofgesins, Ouderlingen en Diaconen stell en: sy 
sullen ook in den Classen en Synoden verschynen, en haar het oordeel 
derselver, als anderen Dienaren onderwerpen." 

In the year 1581 the Synod of Middelburg reiterated all these rulings, 
but it added the iollowing provision: 

"As far as they (Ministers) are concerned who serve in Homes for the 
Infirm and Aged, or in ,orphanages, these also shall be obligated to 
conduct themselves according to the Ecclesiastical ,ordinances". (See 
Acts, Synod of Middleburg, 1581, question 7) 
Note that the Churches, at this Synod specifically approved of the fact 

that' ordained ministers should labor, not only at certain courts, but also 
in Homes arid ,orphanages; but with the definite understanding that they 
should avoid all indel'endency. They must be called and admitted as all 
regular ministers, and they must respect the Church ,order in all things. 

In 1586 the Synod of 'sGravenhage adopted Art. 6 and it was later in- • 
corporated in the Church ,order of Dart, 1618-19. 

And thus the article still reads for the Reformed Churches of the 
Netherlands. 

We, however, accepted a new reading in 1914. It reads: 
"No Minister shall be at liberty to serve in institutions of mercy or 
otherwise, unless he be previously admitted in accordance with the 
preceding articles, and he shall, no less than others, be subject to the 
Church Order." 
The Rev. 1. Van Dellen and the present writer make, in part, the fol

lowing comments regarding Art. 6 in their book, THE CHURCH ORDER 
COMMENTARY, pages 38, 39: 

"1. THE BURDEN AND INTENT OF ARTICLE 6. 

Article 6 provides that no, Minister shall have the right to accept 
an appointment as spiritual worker in an institution of mercy, or a like 
institution, unless he has actually been called to this work, just as a 
Minister is called to the Ministry of a congregation. In other words, 
whether a Minister has an ordinary sphere of labor (Minister of a 
local Church), or an extraordinary spbere of labor (such ,as spiritual 
worker in a hospital) he must be called as stipulated in Articles 4 and 
5 of the Cburch Order. 
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It is implied in Article 6 that he who accepts an appointment to do 
-ministerial work in some Christian institution without a call according 
to Articles 4 and 5 of the Church Order, thereby forfeits his office. 
And no one can lay claim to. the office of the ministry just because he 
does ministerial work, unless he has first been lawfully called and 
charged. Furthermore, it is specifically stipulated that Ministers who 
have extraordinary charges and fields of labor must submit themselves 
in all things to the Chureh Order. What holds for regular Ministers 
holds for them as well. In this connection it is to be noted that Synod 
of 1918 decided that: "Spiritual advisors for institutions shall be called 
by a neighboring Church 5n consultation with the respective Board." 
(c!. Acts 1918, Art. 37) 

A decade later the Synod ruled as follows: "Synod rules that the' 
status of a Minister, who labors officially in non-ecclesiastical institu
tions of charity is covered by Article 6 of the Church Order; that all 
non-official work .performed for such institution,s, as for instance, the 
collection 'of funds or solicitation of membership, whether the Minister 
be in active service or' retired, is covered by Article 12 of the Church 
Order and is in conflict with "being bound to the service of the Church 
for life," and not in harmony with Art. 13 nor Art. 14." (c!. Acts, 1928, 
Art. 37) 

2,. GENERAL PRiNCIPLES BASIC TO ARTICLE -6. 
In the first place, the Churches can recognize only one kind of Minis

ters of the Gospel. Not two kinds, one of which is charged and called 
by the Churches, and the other appointed by some organization or 
group of individuals. The Church can recognize only those as Ministers 
of tbe Gospel who have been lawfully called and charged by the Church 
of Jesus Christ, and who also live and work in agreement with, and 
submission to the Church Order. All this for the simple reason that the 
Bible knows only of one kind of Ministers; namely, those who have 
been lawfully called (0 office. 

Secondly, even as one cannot be an Elder or Deacon without being 
Elder or Deacon of a particular local Church, so one cannot be a 
Minister without being such of a particular local Church, though one's 
charge as a Minister may be very special." 

* * * 
Believing that my interpretation of Art. 12 and Art. 6 of the Church 

Order to be' correct, brethren, I see no conFlict between these two articles. 
Art. 12 specifies that the office of the ministry is for life. No one shall 

be permitted to yield his office in order to assume and pursue a secular 
calling except for very weighty reasons. 

Art. 6 specifies that Ministers who labor in fields or institutions which 
lie outside of the local congregation shall be called just like ministers who 
labor as regular ministers of the Gospel, and that they shall in all things 
be subject to the Church Order as well as the regularly assigned ministers. 
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The two articles in my humble estimation harmonize fully. They are 
not mutually exclusive. 

Synod should also take considerate note of the fact that such authori
ties on the Church Order and its historical and exegetical interpretation, 
as Voetius, Rutgers, B,mwman, Jansen, of the Netherlands, and our 
Heyns, have never suggested the conflict alleged to exist between Art. 6 
and Art. 12. Their interpretation of these articles harmonizes regarding 
the points in question fully with what I have offered above. If, indeed 
there is a conflict between these articles, then it has been for our Synod 
of 1948 at the suggestion of an advisory committee to discover it. Said 

. authorities have seemingly never come across it. 

* * * 
By saying what I have said thus far I would not want Synod to con-

clude that I am fully satisfied with the situation, as we face it in our 
midst today. 

I believe that Art. 6 has a proper place in our Church Order, but I 
also believe that the tendency to increase the number of ministers who 
hold all kinds of positions which relate themselves secondarily, and in 
some instances rather remotely, to the primary task of the ministry, I 
believe that this tendency is a dangerous one. 

I am even convinced that some of our, ministers are holding certain 
positions which are really non-ministerial in charact~r. 

. In other words, the present reporter feels that the provision of Art. 6 
has been applied faa frequently and without sufficient warrant. 

Positions which are really managerial in character - though very use
ful and necessary - these positions should be filled by competent laymen. 
The ministry of the Gospel is not for work of this kind. And if a suitable 
and qualified layman cannot be located, and if the organization con-

I cerned much desires the services of one of our ministers because of his 
peculiar fitness for the task, and if the minister concerned feels the 
urgency and challenge of the appointment, then let him accept' the ap
pointment, but with the understanding that he will yield his office. Let· 
him, with the approval of his consistory and Classis, step out of the 
ministry .. 

Furthermore, I believe it would be well for Synod to rule that when
ever a church desires to call a minister for some type of ministerial service 
according to the provision of Art. ,6 of the Church Order, that it shall not 
proceed to do so until after it has received the approval of its .Classis 
meeting in full session. No church, I would suggest, should proceed to 
call a m-inister to labor in an: institution 'of mercy, or fa school, or ,some 
other Christian field, unless its Classis has investigated the matter and is 
persuaded that the proposed task is indeed ministerial, spiritual.in char
acter, and wholly compatible with the ordination vows of the ministry" 
and the work of the ministry as described in our Church Order. I would' 
rather not leave this matter to the judgment of any Classical Committee. 



342 ACTS OF SYNOD, 1950 . 

I would want the full body of Classis to deliberate and decide a question 
of this kind. 

Furthermore, I believe Synod should call the attention of the churches 
to the fact that ministers who occupy an extraordinary field of labor·· 
according to the provisions of Art. 6, should indeed live up to the require
ments of the Church Order. They are subject to the Church Order as 
well as regularly engaged ministers, so Art. 6 stipulated. But in actuality 
these ministers, at least in many instances, do not live up to the pro
visions of the Church Order. For example: They are not present at the 
time of Church Visitation (See Art. 44); they seldom attend Consistory 
Meetings or go to Classical Meetings (See Art. 42); they do not come 
under the rule regarding mutual censure (See Art. 81). Neither, I fear, 
do the consistories· whose ministers they are, supervise the labors of these 
ministers sufficiently, The relationships between the calling church and 
the minister whose work is extraordinary, is often a mere empty form, a 
"wassen neus", as our fathers used to say regarding purely formal matters. 

This surely is not as it ought to be. 
Calls according to the provision of Art. 6 should be held to a minimum, 

and we should only avail ourselves of the permissive provision of Art. 6 
when the labors which we have in mind are definitely spiritual in char
acter. They must concern the teaching or preaching of the Word. The 
work must be prophetic in its character, and must be wholly in harmony 
with the ministerial office. 

Our Classes should carefully judge every case by itself, and express 
their approval or disapproval. 

And all who are called to a ministerial task according to Art. 6 should 
continue to work in strict compliance with the provisions of our Church 
Order. 

And all doubtful cases which may arise should· be referred to Synod 
for its decision. 

And if some future Synod should judge that certain Classes are in
terpreting Art. 6 too roomy, permitting churches to call ministers to work 
which is really non-ministerial in character, then such a Synod may of 
course adopt a declaration which would rule out such erroneous applica
tion of Art. 6. 

* * * 
As to the specific mandate which our Committee received from the 

Synod in 1948, namely, to study the discrepency between Art. 6 and Art. 
12 of the Church Order, and to advise Synod how to remove it, (d. Acts 
1948, p. 75); my advice to Synod is to make no alterations in said articles 
since the alleged discrepency is non-existant, and both articles answer a 
legitimate and laudable purpose. 

* * * 
Aside from the main differences regarding which the undersigned differs 

definitely from his two colleagues on this committee there are certain 
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approaches, interpretations and qnotations in the majority report upon 
which we would have to comment adversely, if a full discussion of the 
majority report were entered into by him at this time. He thought it 
better not to do so in this report, but rather to state his findings and 
advise regarding the issue at hand, without further comment, 

Fraternally yours, 
MARTIN MONSMA 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 27 
(Arts. 86, 157) 

-THE CANADIAN IMMIGRATION COMMITTEE 

To the Synod of the Christian Refarmed Church, June 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Survey of Work in 1949 

DURING the year 1949 some 7000 immigrants from the Netherlands 
arrived in Canada. Seventy-four percent of them belonged to the 

Reformed Churches., More than half of this number settled in the prov
ince of, Ontario while approximately' 2009 newcomers went to the province 
of Alberta. The remainder went chiefly to British Columbia and Mani
toba. Sackatchewan, Quebec and the Maritimes also received a few 
hundred. The Gereformeerde Kerken supplied the largest number. 

The new arrivals were met at the docks in Halifax and Quebec by 
either Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft or Mr. J. Vander Vliet and on the way to 
their destination were acquainted with OU~ church and immigration work. 
OUf horne missionaries, ministers and fieldmen receive all available; infor
mation on new arrivals so that a contact can be made at once and a list 
of their names and addresses is sent to our church papers with the request 
that free copies be sent to them. 

Six boats arrived during 1949. By mutual agreement between the 
Gereformeerde and Hervormde Kerken in the Netherlands a minister of 
either one of these churches was assigned to accompany the immigrants 
in order to render spiritual care during the ocean trip. One of them, Rev. 
S. Koster, disembarked at Quebec and-extended his visit over a period of 
several months during whic4 time he visited many immigrants in their 
homes in Ontario and preached in most of our, churches in th,at province. 

As was reported to previous Synods not all the. immigrants are placed 
by us and our agents, because' of the fact that government inspectors have 
been stationed in strategic points tbrougbout the Dominion for the purpose 
of supplying the Canadian farmers with help from the Netherlands. Other 
churches also have become alerted and bave appointed fieldmen such as 
the Reformed Church of America and the Protestant Reformed church. 
But we may say that in the Western provinces our people were practically 
all placed through 'our Committee 'while in Ontario the larger part of them 

was handled by us. 

The placing of immigrant families on Canadian farms at all times 
requires the careful attention of our fie-Idmen since many circumstances 
and conditions must be taken into consideration. Their main concern is 
that immigrants should be placed around our churches or in such a way 
that a group can be formed for the pu,pose of worship on the Lord's day 
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either in some one's house or in a.church building. This work of place
ment, however, important as it may be, 'does not constitute the entire 
program of activities of our men. The thousands of immigrants who have 
arrived during the last three years come' to our Committee and its or
ganization with their problems and needs, and our fieldmen are con
tinuously called upon to give adVice, to provide jobs on farms and in 
factories, to buy or rent property, to straighten alit difficulties that arise 
between farmer and immigrant, to organize immigration societies, to 
formulate the terms for beneyolent funds by which they are insured 
against sickness and burial expenses and even to appear in court to de-

. fend the rights of our people or to plead for mercy. Their work is of the 
greatest importance because they speak. both languages and have a 
thorough. knowledge of existing conditions and laws in Canada. Their 
work is also greatly appreciated both by the ones tbat are assisted by 
them as well as by the government. 

Canada is yet in. a state of development and has many and large 
districts especially in the Ndrthern parts of the provinces where settlers 
with limited financial resources can obtain land at low prices. Our field
men have gone into these places and investigated the nature of the soil, 
the marketing. possibilities and the climatic conditions and have conducted 
groups of irrftnigrants to those areas. An example of this resettlement 
scheme can be found in Cochrane, Ont., where families from the Southern 
part of Ontario who did not have sufficient capital to buy property around 
our existing' churches, have purchased partly developed farms at low 
prices. This small beginning may well be the forerunner of a larger 
movement of Dutch immigrants to the less populated parts of the do
minion. Their perseverance and ability to conquer difficult situations 
makes them more suitable for this task than the average young Canadian 
whose main purpose of life in our days seems to be to live in the city, to 
work short hours and to enjoy life to the full. 

In British Columbia and Alberta our-men are facing the same problems 
and investigations are carried out into the Central parts of th,ese provinces 
as to the possibilities of resettlement. " . 

All this valuable work has been done by our fieldmen and their local 
helpers and besides this an extensive correspondence had to be conducted 
with prospective employers' as well as with immigrants. During the winter 
months and the early spring many thousands of farmers were approached 
for the purpose of placing immigrant families. 

Our Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. J. Vander Vliet, who also acts as part
time fieldman in his immediate vidnity, ,was kept, more than busy all 
through the year with an endless flow of inquiries from all over the do
minion and Holland. He handles all the correspondence between our 
organization and the official bodies, he receives the information from the 
churChes in Holland concerning immigrants and he passes them on to 
the Canadian congregations. He- receives the 'applications from our or-



346 ACTS OF SYNOD, 1950 

ganization in Ontario for completion and filing purposes and he pays the 
expenses and salaries of all our fieldmen. Until January the first, 1950, he 
also paid' to the different churches our Committee's share toward the cost 
af transporting new and needy immigrants to our church services. 

Personnel 
In accordance with the decision of Synod of 1949 two members were 

dropped from our Committee: Mr. H. J. ten Have from Alberta and Mr. 
J. Vellinga from Ontario. Due to the death of Mr. L. Kool of Vancouver 
on July 27 our membership was further reduced to four, namely one for 
Alberta, one for ManitBba, one for Ontario and our Missionary-at-Large. 

The following full-time fieldmen were working for our Committee dur
ing 1949: In Alberta, B. Nieboer and H. A. Wieringa;. in Manitoba, J. 
de Jong; in Ontario, J. Vellinga (L. Van den Berg was added in 1950), 
wbile as part-time fieldmen have functioned: for British Columbia, A. de 
Jong; for Alberta, H. J. ten Hove and J. Prins; for Ontario, P. Turkstra. 

The local organizations, especially in Ontario, have appointed agents 
who are the "eyes" of the organization and whose task it is to report 
possible openings for immigrant families to the fieldmen. They are only 
paid their necessary expenses such as postage, telephone calls and for 
short trips in their immediate vicinity. i%~ 

Problems 
The work of our' Committee has intensified due to increased difficulties 

of which we may mention: 
1) The demand for farm help is not as great as it was before; the 

uncertainty of foreign markets and of prices of farm produce; the exten
sive immigration program from England and other European countries. 

2)· Government offices have been set up and inspectors have been ap
pointed in many places for the purpose of stimulating interest among 
farmers for Dutch immigration. The papers of Reformed families were 
therefore divided between them and us and on some occasions we did not 
have sufficient information sheets to make the required placements. These 
conditions still exi~ in :rVlanitoba and Ontario. 

3) Since other churches have entered the field our Committee has 
limited itself to the placement of Gereformeerde and Christelijk Gere
formeerden only. Adherents to the Art. 31 group and Oud Gereformeerden 
have expressed the desire to be placed henceforth by their own organ
ization. 

The conditions on the field have otherwise reITlained the same as they 
were the year before with the exception that government inspectors are no 
longer temporarily engaged in placing immigrants but are in the field 
to stay. 

Relations to Other Bodies 
OUf connection with governmental authorities both provincial as well 

as federal have been on a basis of mutual understanding and cooperation 
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and our relation to the Christelijke Emigratie Centrale in Holland is 
most cordial. 

The Railway Companies of Canada have supplied us with free trans
portation to OUf rpe~tings- and with zon~ passes for our fieldmen. In 
some cases we have been able to obtain trip passes for our ministers. 

There is a very close cooperation between the Home Mission Board and 
our Committee. OUf Home Missionaries are continually being informed 
about new arrivals in their districts while the immigrants at the time of 
placement are advised about their nearest Christian Reformed Church and 
the name of the minister. Information about new fields and new groups 
is forwarded to the Home Mission secretary when necessary and opinions 
about possibilities are requested and submitted regularly during the year. 

The Gereformeerde Kerken in the Netherlands have now appointed 
"Deputat'en voor Emigl<atie" with whom we are working together in 
unity especially for the purpose of transferring membership certificates 
from one country to the other arid for making contacts with the dispersed 
before they drift away and lose spiritual contact. 

Our secretary visited the Netherlands during the fall of 1949 and made 
valuable contacts with the officials and with many immigrants which have 
stimulated the interest for immigration to CaIlada. 

Relations to Organizations 
Immigration leagues and local organizations have been very active. 

They have received and welcomed new immigrants in their midst, -have 
conducted them to our church services and have promoted their well 
being by enrolling them as members of sickness insurance and burial 
funds. They have also found many places on farms for new immigrants. 

Our Committee has encouraged this work with the purpose in mind 
that a strong organization should eventually take over the work of the 
Committee and bear to a certain extent, the financial burden which now 
rests upon our churches. 
Representation at· Synod 

The Committee has appointed the Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft, Missionary· 
at-Large, as its representative at Synod. 

Recommendations: 
1) That Synod continue previous appointments. 
2) That Synod approve the appointment of Herman A. Wierenga as 

full-time fleldman for Alberta. . 
3) That Synod approve the appointment of L. Vanden ,Berg as full

time fieldman for Eastern Ontario. 
4) That Synod appoint a new Committee member for British Colum

bia from the following nomination: J. Vander Velde and A. de Jong. 
S) That Synod recommend our Immigration Fund to the churches for 

one or more offerings. 
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Financial Status and Needs \ 
Your Committee is grateful to Synod for recommending the Canadian 

Immigration Fund to our- churches for one or more, offerings each year 
and to the churches .for their responses to the appeals that we have sent 
to them. Since we have not been placed on a quota basis, we must depend 
upon freewill offerings. Th~ Committee's budget-needs now approximate 
the equivalent of $1.00 per family, per year. 

vVe have again prayerfully submitted our financial needs to' the con
sistories trusting that the Lord will move the hearts to continue to provide 
the necessary funds and enable our, churches to do so. 

The financial statement with audit report will be presented to Synod in 
a supplemental reporL 

In the light of the experiences of the past, facing the challenge of. the 
future, your Committee is alerted to the pressing urgency of the present 
labors in which we are engaged with all the difficulties and problems that 
attend them. We rejoice in the fruits that the Lord has given. We go 
forward not merely to help resettle our European kinsmen in the flesh, 
but to re-gather them as co-heirs of the great salvation into the fold of the 
Great Shepherd who leadeth his sheep in love and in truth. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE CANADIAN IMMIGRATION 
COMMITTEE: 

P. J. HOEKSTRA, Pres? 
1- VAN DER VLIET, Secr.-Treas. 
A. DISSELKOEN 

1- M. VAN DE KIEFT 
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,SUPPLEMENT NO. 27·A 
(Arts. 86, 157) 

THE CANADIAN' IMMIGRATION COMMITTEE 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Ch,wch, htne 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

.349 

SUBSEQUENT to our report on last year's activities various ships 
have transported immigrants from the Netherlands t,o Canada. 

The M. S. Volendam is ,now making one trip a month' and carries be
tween 1,200 to 1,500 passengers each time. Until June 1st approxi
mately 3,500 ne\v 'immigrants arrived here. The Volendam will make 
at least two mOre crossings and a11 through the summer months immi
grants arc expected to come in by boat and by pla,ne. Whereas the 
first large shipment consisted of about 600/0 of people who in Holland 
belonged to the Gereformeerde Kerken the percentage On the second 
boat was approximately 47%, which figure we expect will. be main
tained throughout the year. 

As before, the province of Ontario is taking more than half of all 
the newcomers. Alberta is second, British Columbia and Manitoba 
are showing an increase over last year. No efforts were made by our 
Committee to find ~ponsors in the Maritimes and Quebec. Several 
families, however, from these provinces asked us to be replaced in 
Ontario where they could-, join one of our Christian Reformed 
Churches. 

Again this year our Committee is bringing into, practice a two-fold 
purpose in regards to placements ( 1) to strengthen the eXlstmg 
churches and of these especially the weaker ones and (2) to establish 
new groups where agricultural and climatic conditions warrant such 
unc1ert~kings. The result of this policy is evident in the growing mem
bership of several churches and in many small groups which this year 
because of this work may be' organized into churches. 

It has been Qui experience so far thi's -year that the dema~d for 
Dutch farm labor exceeds that of last year and reports from Holland 
indicate that interest for immigration to Canada is decidedly increasing. 

Mr; A. \Varnaar, president of the Christelijke Emigratie Centrale 
is visiting Canada in order to acquaint himself with the work of onr 
Committee and of our church in the various parts of the Dominion. 

Your Committee would bring to the attention of Synod that during 
the 'first part of the year our funds experienced a steady decrease until 
On May 1st there was only enough money left to carry us through 
until the 1st of June. During May, in response to another appeal for 
funds addressed to the Consistories, the Synodical Treasurer reported 
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that a substantial amount had again been f,eceived from different Clas
sical Treasurers for our Committee. In all probability, this will be 
sufficient until the end of August, and some additional money will be 
coming in during this period, but it leaves our Committee dependent 
upon continued and repeated appeals to our ~hurches. 

In order to properly carry out the mandate given it by Synod, your 
Committee therefore, respectfully requests that Synod place it on a 
Budget-Quota basis of $1.00 per family, on the following grounds: 

I) The essential and integral part of the work of our Committee, 
and of its Secretary and Fieldmen, in the total Canadian Immi
gration Program of our Christian Reformed Church, warrant 
that its financial status be made more definite and secure. 

2) The Canadian Immigration movement is of great importance to 
our entire denomination and is calling for large financial support 
of the various Committees and the Funds cooperatively engaged 
in this major denominational undertaking. 

A more proportionate distribution of these funds. will be brought 
about by placing our Committee on a quota basis. 

May the Holy Spirit direct the Synod in all its deliberations and 
decisions~ 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Immigration Committee for Canada 

of the Christian Reformed Church. 
]. P. HOEKSTRA, President 
J. YANDER VLIET, Secretary-Treasurer 
A. DISSELKOEN 

J. M. VANDE KIEFT 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 28 
(Art. 59) 

"EDUCATIONAL STUDY COMMITTEE," OR THE 
"COMMITTEE ON CATECHETICAL TRAINING" 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

3.\1 

THE mandate of your committee is contained in the Acts of the Synods 
of 1946 and 1947. . 

The resolution of the Synod of 1946 is found in the Acts, Art. 119, 
IV, p. 91; it reads as follows: 

"Your Advisory Committee recommends the appointme!lt of a study 
committee of five on catechetical instruction to do exploratory work in 
the field of catecbetical training to determine the needs of our Catecbism 
classes and to suggest ways and means for securing the proper correlation 
of tbe work done among our cbildren by the Sunday School, the Cbristian 
Day School, the Catechism classes, and Youth Committees." 

Tbe Synod of 1947 amplified this mandate and passed the following 
resolution (Acts, Art. 100, C, 3, p. 57): 

"Synod clarify the mandate of tbe committee by referring to the over
tures wbicb gave rise to its appointment and precipitate out of those over
tures specifically tbese several subjects of study. 

a. Study problems pertaining to our Catecbism Classes, give leadership 
along these lines, and promote the institution of Catechism in our midst. 

b. Prepare in prospectus a course of study which can be used as an 
integrated wbole tbrougbout our Catecbetical courses from Primary to 
Compendium levels, with a view, if Synod approves the prospectus, of 
publishing a uniform set of lessons and, study manuals. 

c. Compile statistics regarding our Catechetical work, number of 
classes, ages taught, length and character of classes, etc., so -that others 
may gain from what is being done and the church may know whether we 
are_ progressing in this work. 

d. Solicit information as to .means being employed to make these 
classes valuable and popular to the youth. 

1. Are your classes ar,ranged according to age or grade in school 1 
2. Do you conduct "confession classes 1" 
3. Do you have reasonable success with memory work 1 

How do you encourag-e memorization 1 
4. What preparation IS given by the way of introduction to the lesson 

assigned for the following week? 
5. a. Is attendance regular? 

b. How do you deal with delinquents? 
c. Do the homes cooperate satisfactorily 1 
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6. Is discipline a problem in classes of certain ages? 
If so, why these particular classes? 

7. a. Do you encourage the catechumens, to ask questions~ 
8. :flow do you take in consideration the differences in mental ability? 
9. What percentage of your catechumens attend Christian School? ' 

10., Have you -an integrated program in your community with the Christian 
Sch091 to prevent repetition or overlapping? Please comment. 

Additional Information and Comments Will Be Appreciated. 
e. Serve the church with guidance as to how to popularize the 

Catechism classes. ' 

f. Inv.estigate ways and means of integrating our various educational 
agencies, Christian Day School, Sunday School, and Catechism classes." 

We gather from these resohitions of Synods that 'the work assigned to 
the committee may be described as a four-fold task: 

1. The committee should seek to promote in general the cause of 
Catechetical instruction in our churches. It appears that Synod desires 
this phase of the work to be done especially by gathering and distrihuting 
information. 

2. The committee must seek to integrate or to correlate the work of 
our educational agencies. The following agencies are mentioned: Chris
tian Day School, Sunday School, Catechism classes, and also ilYouth 
Committees. " 

3. The committee is charged to prepare a prospectus of a course of 
study for our catechism classes. This prospectus is to be submitted to 
Synod for approval and' thereupon, if approved, published and, we sup
pose, recommended to our churches for use. 

4. Finally, the committee is instructed to compile statistics of the 
catechetical work being done in our churches. Such matters a~ the number 
of classes, age taught, length and character of classes are specifically 
mentioned. 

It stands to teason that the work of the committee had to begin with 
point 4 above. Statistics had to be gathered first of all and these had to 
be compiled and "digested" or evaluated by the committee. This is in 
itself a laborious task, requiring much time and scrutiny. One of the first 
decisions of your committee was to compile as comprehensive a question
naire as possible to be sent to all our churches., The results thus obtained 
constituted the material with which the committee had to work. 

The questionnaire sent to the churches reads as follows: , 
The committee mailed this-questionnaire to 324 churches or ministers. 

We wish that we could report general and hundred percent response to 
our inquiries. Though the Synod of 1948 urged "all mioisters to co
operate with the committee in completing the questionnaires which are 
to be distributed" (Acts, p. 48), yet we failed to receive a response from 
102 of the 324 churches -.222 returned the completed questionnaire. 
Roughly one-third of our churches or ministers, were negligent. It is of 
Course, impossible for your. committee to indicate a cause for this negli-
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gence. Various causes suggest themselves to us. In cases of vacancies 
negligence may be explaiped, though hardly justified even under such 
circumstances. However, the conclusion seems to be warranted that by 
no means all our churches or ministers are duly or properly interested in 
the work of catechetical instruction or the training of our covenant youth. 
At least many do not appear to be desirous of cooperating with our de
nomination in the gathering of the necessary information for the com
mittee to labor as efficiently as possible. 

It would perhaps be discourteous and require too much space to supply 
Synod with a list of the churches which have neglected to return the 
completed questionnaire to us. However, Synod may be interested to 
know how the churches of our various Classis have responded. We 
tabulate _the list of the Classis below: 

Classis Responded 

California ......................................................................... 6 
Chicago N orth .................................................................. 9 
Chicago, South ______ ~ ___________________________________________________________ 3 
G. R. East __________________________________________________________________________ 3 

G. R. South ________________________________________________________________________ 3 
G. R. West ________________________________________________________________________ 6 

Hackensack ........................................................................ 1 
Holland ______________________________________________________________________________ 4 

Hudson .............................................................................. 5 
Kalamazoo ................. :.................................................. ... 4 
Minnesota ............................................ ' .............................. 12 
Muskegon .... .-..................................................................... 12 
Orange ~ity .... , ................................................................. 4 
Ostfriesland ...................................................................... 2 
Pacific ................................................................................ 1 
Pella _ _______________ ___ __ _ ___ _ _____ _____ ______ _______ _____ ___ _ ____ _ ___ ___ _____ ____ _____ _ 6 

Sioux Center .................................................................... 5! 
Wisconsin ......................................................................... 4 
Zeeland ................ , ............................................................. 1 
Canada ................................................................................ 9 

Failed 

19 
14 
15 
25 
17 
13 
10 
15 
15 
14 
23 
26 
13 
13 
25 
16 
18 
13 
15 

It stands to reason that the committee faced the question whether it 
could continue its work though roughly one-third of our churches had 
failed to respond. We wondered whether the information supplied by 
222 of our churches was sufficient to warrant the committee to draw 
conclusions. Conclusions, if they are to be of value, should reflect or be 
based upon conditions which obtain generally. Though we hesitated, yet 
we decided to continue the work, hoping that this will be approved by 
Synod anq that the 222 responses received reflect the conditions of our 
churches in regard to the training of our youth sufficiently general to 
warrant the drawing of some conclusions. 
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Age or grade at which catechetical instruction is begun. 
(Some churches classify the catechism according to age, others accord

ing to grade in school. Here we give two lists): 

No. of churches Age of beginning 
2 ... _____ .. __ ......... __ ........................... 4 years 

43 .............. __ ............ ___ 5 " 
39 .................... ______ .... __ .... _._. 6 " 
17 ................. . ............. __ 7 " 
14 ......... ___ .. __ 8 " 

7 __ .............. __ .. __ ... . ............. , 9 " 
3 .................. 10 " 
1 _ .. __ .. _ ............. _ ........ _ .. 12 " 

No. of churches Grade begun with. 
41 ................. 1st 
12 .................... . .. c ............... 2nd 
16 .......................................... 3rd 
8 .................... .Ath 
6 ..................................................... 5th 
1 ................................. 6th 
1 ............... . ..... 7th 

The above lists indicate that there is by no means uniformity among 
us in regard to the age or grade at which instruction is begnn. Many 
churches begin instruction at tbe youthful age of 4, 5 and 6 years, or 
witb tbe 1st, 2nd or 3rd grades. Other churches postpone the initiation 
of this instruction until an older age or higher grade. The committee does 
not doubt that the existence or non-existence of Christian Day Schools in 
our churches, as well as the faithfulness of parents in sending children to 
the Christian schools wherever they exist, is a determining factor in 
initiating catechetical training by the churches .. For that reason it is 
interesting to note the percentage of our covenant youth attending Chris
tian Day Schools. Here follows.a list compiled: 

No. of churches 
18 
18 
28 
92 
18 ..................... . 

No. of children 
attending Chr. School 

1 to 25% 
___ .25 to 50% 
_ ... 50 to 75% 

....... 75 to 99% 
..................... 100% 

The committee prefers to comment on and to evaluate the information 
contained in Jhese lists at a later time. At present we would call attention 
to the fact that the above list does indicate that the ideal of Christian 
Day School instruction for every covenant child has by no means been 
attained. We certainly may not rest upon our laurels in that respect. 
However, we continue by supplying a list of the length of the term of 
catechetical instruction given in our churches. 
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No. of churches 
1 

23 
3 

44 
8 

74 
10 
48 

1 
2 
1 
1 

Term of instruction per _ yr. / 
5lh months ' 
6 " 
6112 " 
7 " 
7* " 
8 " 
8112 " 
9 " 
9% 

10 
1O'h 
12 

" 
" 
" 
" 

(12 churches did not respond to this question.) 

Method of dividing into classes: Teacher (in addition to minister): 
a, Both age and grade __ ... ____ .21 a. "Teacher" ___ . ____ .. __ .~ .. ______ .... ____ 31 
h. Grade only ........................ 78 h. Minister's wife ___ .. _ .... __ ........ 19 
c. Age oI1:1y ... ____ ................... __ Balance c. Seminary student ._ .. ________ .... 8 

d. Elder ..................................... .44 

Lack of uniformity is also evident from the list given above. While we 
suppose that local conditions are often a factor in determining the length 
of the term, yet the great differences are striking and we wonder whether 
local conditions alone account for these differences. However, also here 
the committee prefers to reserve its commerits till later and would now 
present an account of texts. or catechism books used. 

Texts or Catechism Books used: , 
The variety displayed in this report to this point, continues to manifest 

itself when a tabulation of the texts used for catechetical instruction is 
given. We divide these texts into two classes: historical and doctrinal. It 
is hardly possible to enumerate all the texts or books used. Several are 
mentioned which are used in a ·small number of churches. We refrain 
from indicating them and report only such as are able to lay claim to more 
or less of a general use. 

Texts on Sacred History: 

No. of 
churches 

26 
19 
60 
38 
42 
30 
34 
18 
21 
14 
27 

9 
69 
92 
57 

A,.uthor 
Beets & Bosma 
Beets & Bosma 
Y. P. De Jong 
Y. P. De Jong 
Y. P. De Jong 
Y. P. De Jong 
J. Kuizinga 
J. Kuizinga 
J. Kuizinga 
.J. Kuizinga 
H. Schripselna 
H. Schripsema 
D. H. Walters 
D. H. Walters 
D. H. Walters 

Book Used 
Sacred History for Juniors 
Sacred History for Seniors 
Bk. I, Cat. Rist. for Juniors 
Bk. II, Cat. Rist. for Juniors' 
Bk. III, Cat. Rist. for Juniors 
Bk. IV, Cat. Rist. for Juniors 
Bk. I," Stories about Jesus 
Bk. II, Stories about Jesus' church 
Bk. III, O. T. Bible Stories 
Bk. IV, Stories from Hebrew History 
Bk. I, Picture Primer of O. T. Stories 
Bk. II, Picture Primer of O. T. Stories 
First Steps in Bible History 
Ek. I, Our Junior Bible Course 
Bk. II, Our Junior Bible Course 
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. Texts on Doctrine: 
No. of 

churches 
, 15 

55 
15 
30 

112 
52 
23 
91 
15 
61 
8 

36 
39 

Author 
Beets 
Beets & Bosma 
L. Berkhof 

Hylkema & Tuuk 
Hylkema & Tuuk 
Hylkema & Tuuk 
M. Monsma 
M. Monsma' 
M. Monsma 
M. Monsma 
Stuart &' Van Wyk 
D. H. Walters 

Book Used 
Compendium of the. Chr. ReI. Explained 
Borstius Primer of Bible Truths 
Summary of Christian Doctrine 
The Compendium (The Old?? ?) 
1st Bk. in Christian Doctrine 
2nd Bk. in Christian Doctrine 
3rd Bk. in Christian Doctrine 
The Compendium Helper Bk. I 
The Compe,ndium Helper Bk. II 
The Compendiuni Guide Bk. I 
The Compendium Guide Bk. II 
Manual for the Study of the Compendium 
Our Bible Doctrine Course . 

At this time we only remark that by no means aU our churches use the 
Revised Compendium, authorized and recommended by the Synod of 
1943 .. In fact according to this. list at least some 80 churches adhere to 
the old and unauthorized compendium. 

Wetrnst that it will be understood by Synod 'that most of our time 
has been occupied with the statistics contained in this' report. We have 
indeed given considerable thought to a critical evaluation of the infor!lla, 

. tion now at hand and partly reproduced in this report. However, rather 
than to conie with premature recommendations to Synod we beg for more 
time, and would suggest that Synod instruct us to continue laboring along 
tpe line indicated in this report, of course, together with any direction 
Synod may see fit to give. 

In conclusion, we remark that the Rev .. Wm. Haverkamp, the president 
of this committee, moved from these parts to MiChigan, and, we assume, 
withdrew from the committee. May we suggest to Synod tbat the Rev. 
Anthony Hoekema, pastor of the Bethel Church in Paterson, and the 
Rev. Nicholas H. Beversluis, teacher of Bible in Eastern Academy" be 
added to our committee? We feel that these two brethren would be 
valuable additions. 

May the Spirit of God graciously guide you in all your deliberations! 
Humbly submitted, 

. .. .......... , President 
S. VAN TIL, Secretary 
H. DEKKER 

N. J. MONSMA 

DR. W. ROOKS 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 29 
(Arts. 153, 157) 

SOUTH AMERICA AND CEYLON 

Synod of 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

357 

W· RILE the representatives of our churches in South America 
and Ceylon are faithfully bringing their witness and testimony, 

week after week, there is no way of adequately expressing the self
denial that this means to them, to their wives and children. Only in 
the most inadequate ways, can we express our appreciation. ,We can
not allow ourselves to' become dull of hearing to the faint undertone 

, of self-sacrifice which is so pervasive in all the evidence that accumu-
Jates, more and more, in -the course of time. 

They are really bearing the burden and heat of the day, a heat that 
is not without important effects on the health of some of those con
cerned. The best we can do, as Synod and committee of Synod, is not 
yet adequate, considering the perpetual self-sacrifice that they have en~ 
dured with so little manifestation of the fact, and frequently with such 
enthusiastic devotion. 

The brethren, Rev. Wm. V. Muller from Carambehy, Brazil, Rev. 
Jerry Pot! from Tres' Arroyos, Argentina, and Rev. A. C. Sonneveldt 
from Buenos Aires, were all present, at the recent meeting of Classis 
Buenos Aires. There was also an elder from Carambehy, Brazil. The 
three congregations of Argentina,. Chubut, Tres Arroyos, and Buenos 
Aires were all represented at the Classis. 

In the summer of 1949, your Committee had sent the inquiry of 
our Synod of 1949 to the corresponding secretary of Classis Buenos 
Aires, the Rev. A. C. Sonneveldt. This inquiry is found in our Synod
ical Acts of J949, page 41, Article 80 -- IV - C, and reads as follows: 

"Your Committee recommends that Synod instruct the Committee 
'on South America to present to Classis Buenos Aires, the definite ques
tion: 'Is it your desire to become affiliated with the Christian Reformed 
denomination}' and that the Committee present its report on this mat':' 
ter to the next Synod. Approved." 

This question and the Dutch translation was sent to the correspond
ing secretary of Classis Buenos Aires, the Rev. A. C. Sonneveldt. 
Copies of the question were also translated to the Rev. Jerry Pot! and 
the Rev. Wm. V. Muller. 

Your Committee is now able to report to the Synod of 1950 the 
action of Classis Buenos Aires on this matter, according to our in
struction from the Synod of 1949. 
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The official answer of Classis Buenos Aires ,is in the Dntch lan
guage, signed by the President of the Classis, the Rev. Wm. V. Mul
ler, arid the corresponding secretary, the Rev. A. C. Sonneve1dt. We 
are also indebted to the Rev. Wm. V. Mnller for an English transla
tion of it. We shall present the answer of Classis Buenos Aires in 
both languages, beginning with the Dutch original: 
Aan Deputaten voar Zuid-Amerika, Buenos Aires, Februari, 1950. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 

BESLUIT VAN DE CLASSIS BUENOS AIRES INZAKE 
KERKVERBAND 

De Classis Buenos Aires spreekt uit: 
A. Dat het ideaal is, om als Kerken van Zuid-Amerika zoo mogelijk te 

komen tot zelfstandigheid. Gronden: 
1. De ontwikkeling van den arbeid op kerkelijk gebied draagt in Zuid

Amerika een geheel eenig karakter. 
2. Zelfstandigheid is gewenscht, in verband met onze verhouding tot de 

autoriteiten van de landen, waar de Kerken gevestigd zijn, aange
zien sommige landen bezwaar hebben tegen buitenlandsche invloeden. 

3. De groote afstanden maken een geregeld contact moeilijk, zoowel 
met Nederland als met Noord-Amerik~. 

4. Het verantwoordelijkheids-besef in de gemeenten zal ongetwijfeld 
worden aangewakkerd, indien onze Kerken tot 'zelfstandigheid komen. 

5. Met het oog op de verschillende stroomingen in onze Kerke'n in Ne
derland, zullen emigranten zich gemakkelijker bij de Geref..- Kerken 
in Zuid-Amerika aansluiten, wanneer deze zelfstandig zijn. 

6. Gezien het feit, dat de ChI'. Geref. Kerk in N. Amerika voorheen en 
tot heden welwillend predikanten hebben geleend en financieelen steun 
hebben verleend aan de 'Geref. Kerken in Z. Amerika, die in kerke
lijk verband met de Geref. Kerken in Nederland stonden, en ook aan 
-de Burgergemeente op -Ceylon, mag worden aangenomen, dat zij geen 
bezwaar zullen hebben diezelfde hulp te verstrekken, wanneer deze_ 
Z. Amerikaansche Kerken zelfstandig zouden worden. 

B. Dat zij tot de Geref. Kerken in Nederland, N. Amerika en Zuid
Afrika het verzoek richten, eventueel hun Deputaatschappen voor de be
hartiging van de belangen Ollzel' Kerken' te continueel'en en, hun belang'
stelling en, zoo noodig, 'hun financieelen steun te blijven schenken. 

C. Dat zij aan de ChI'. Geref. Kerk in N. Amerika verzoekt, ten op
zichte van de predikanten door haar geleend aan de Classis Buenos Aires 
van de Geref. Kerken in Nederland, dezelfde regeling te treifen, indien 
deze Kerken zelfstandig mochten worden. 

D. Dat zij mandaat verleent aan Ds. J. Pott om tijdens zi,in verlof
periode: 

1. besprekingen te houden met Deputaten del' ChI'. Geref. Kerk in N. 
Amerika, ten einde hun instemming te verkrijgen met het standpunt, 
door de Classis ingenomen; 

2. vervolgens en indien mogelijk, met voornoemde Deputaten deze zaak 
te bespreken met Deputaten in Nederland; 

3. te trachten de ahaesie te verkrijgen van de Synodes ouzer, 'Kerken 
in Nederland en Noord-Amerika. 

De Classis voornoemd, 
vVM~ V. MULLER, P1'aeses. 
A. C. SONNEVELDT, Scriba. 
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We also present to Synod the following English translation of this 
historic answer of. Classic Buenos Aires to which decision we can 
give our hearty cooperation and which decision we hereby recommend 
to the Synod of 1950 for its acceptance and approval. 

A. It is the ideal of the churches of Cl. B. A. to become an in
dependent denomination. This is based On the following considera-
tions: . 

1. The unique character and development of the work in S. A. 
2. It will facilitate relations with local governments, some of which 

are adverse to foreign influences (This applies particularly to Argen-
tina). . 

3. The distance which separates from the Netherlands as well as 
the States make direct contacts very difficult. 

4. The sense of responsibility in the churches (iil regard to finan
cial obligations) will be stimulated by being independent. 

S. In view of the different currents in the Gereformeerde Kerken in 
the Netherlands, new immigrants might more readily become affiliated 
with independent churches in S. A. 

6. Since the Chr. Ref. in the past was willing to loan its ministers 
and furnish financial aid to the S. A. churches when they were affili
ated with the Netherlands, it may be expected that they might also be 
willing to furnish identical help in case these churches become in
dependent. 

B. The churches in North America, Netherlands, and South Africa 
are requested to maiIJ.tain the existing Committees for promoting the 
interests of our Churches, and requested to show their interest in the 
spiritual welfare and where necessary to grant financial support. 

C. The Christian Reformed Church is requested to continue the 
loan of their ministers to the churches when they shall have become 
independent. 

D. Rev. Pott is given mandate during his furlough: 
1. To obtain the agreeUlent of the S. A. Committee of the Chr. Ref. 

church with these plans; 
2. To confer if possible jointly with this Committee and with the 

Deputaten ill the Netherlands; 
3. To secure if possible the adherence of the Synods in the Nether

lands and North America. 
We wish to quote with approval a statement in a report to the Synod 

of 1949, page 357, Supplement 35, concerning" Dual Administration 
of Reformed Churches in Sm,th America," the quotation from this 
report being as follows: ' 

"On the one hand, your Committee is of the opinion that, at least as a 
first step, it would be for the best interests of Classis Buenos Aires to be 
a part of the Christian Reformed Church, since all of its congregations 
feel the need of financial subsidy, especially toward the salary of the min-
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i8ter. On the other hand, your Committee is also of the opinion that, if so 
desired by the Classis, it would eventually be for the best interests of 
Buenos Aires, to become an independent denomination, self-supporting, at 
least in the main, like the Dutch Reformed Church of' Ceylon. But if 
Synod is willing to maintain approximately the present financial support, 
especially for ministerial salaries, even if Classis Buenos Aires would be
come a separate denomination, this would naturally be welcome news to 
some of the brethren in the congregations of Classis Buenos AiTes. I It is 
quite possible that separate denominational life is the best for these 
churches, even before they are able to become chiefly self-supporting, in the 
matter of ministerial salaries. They are supplying their own churches 
and 'parsonages, in the main, and some Christian primary education in two 
of the above four congregational communities. The Christian Reformed 

,Church has supplied some of the ministers, and with 189 pl'e-seminarians 
in Galvin College in 1948-'49, and with a shortage of ministers in the 
Netherlands and in South Africa, it is possible that in the providence of 
God, the Christian Reformed Church provides training for some of, the 
men that may eventually be willing to respond to the Macedonian call to 
'come over and help' both the needy Reformed Churches and the scattered 
Reformed Dutch settlements in South America, for the mutual benefit of 
both Classis Buenos Aires and the Christian Reformed Church." 

We hope that the Synod of 1950 can view the answer and decision 
of Classis Buenos Aires in the light of the above statement, and continue 
its cooperation with ·Classis Buenos Aires. 

Your Committee is 'of the opinion that t1).e mandate of our Com
mittee found in ·the Acts of our Synod of 1912, page 27, Article 28, II, 
will need no alteration, if our Synod and Reformed Churches in the 
Netherlands approve the answer ·and decision of Clas~is Buenos Aires, 
quoted in this report to Synod, 

The budget of our Church for 1951 for the South American Churches 
is not affected by this decision, for the reason that all or practically all 
the subsidizing funds sent to the Reformed Churches of South America 
came from our Christian Reformed Churches. 

Although the Reformed Churches of the Netherlands are providing 
funds for the eventual retirement of the Rev, A' C. Sonneveldt at 
the age of seventy, these churches have not been able to send him his 
usual subsidy since the outbreak of World War II, and our Churches 
have since sent the brother an annual subsidy, as a loan to the Re·· 
formed Churches in the Netherlands. 

Although the Reformed Churches of South Africa have in years 
past subsidized the Argintinian Reformed Church of Chubut, they 
have expressed their inability to continue such support and our Chris
tian Reformed Chu'rch has accordingly subsidized the Rev, A, C, 
SonneveIdt who serves Chubut (see Acts of Synod, 1949, page 41, 
Article 80, IV, B.). 

Moreover, the Reformed Church of Chubut, Argentina, has requested 
_, our Christian Reformed church to continue to subsidize it in the future, 
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as their needs may appear. In fact this congregation hopes for a full· 
time pastor, when its pastor, the Rev. A. C. Sonneveldt, who is now 
69 years of age becomes retired in the not distant future. This brother 
now serves both Buenos Aires and Chubut. The latter congregation 
is in Southern Argel1tina, and ,has several scattered mission stations as 
well, and a church building at Commodore Rivadavia. Recently it was 
also decided to build a parsonage with this church. 

The Rev. A. C. Sonneveldt now lives in a house that he and his 
family rent at Buenos Aires. He has served the church of Buenos 
Aires for ·many years, together with that of Chubut, but a change is 
at hand. 

His letter of callis at Chubut and not at Buenos Aires. This will 
remain as it is for the present. But his retirement is in prospect. 

Now the Rev. Jerry Pott has been loaned by the Christian Reformed 
Church to Classis Buenos. He was not loaned to the church of Tres 
Arroyos, in order to make it possible that he could serve any. church 
in Classis Buenos Aires. He has served Tres Arroyos since 1937, about 
a dozen years, and has received much appreciation. In fact this church 
is loathe to see him go. 

This church of Tres Arroyes has called Candidate Juan Van der 
Velde as Hsecond pastor", "tweede predikant", since it has several 
colonies of Holland immigrants belonging to this church, though 
separated by many miles. This Candidate, Juan Van der Velde, was 
originally a son of the Tres Arroyos Church, and was given financial 
support by this congregation as Well as by the Reformed Churches in 
the Netherlands, for ministerial preparation at the Kampen Theological 
School in the Netherlands. Having graduated from the Seminary, he 
was recently declared eligible to a call by one of the Classes of the 
Reformed Churches in the Netherlands and called as associate to Rev. 
Pott, "tweede predikant," by Tres Arr9Yos, Argentina, receiving the 
subsidy from our Committee 'which Rev. Pott's prior associate, Candi
date D. Bergsma, has also received, according to the budgets approved 
by our Synods of 1948 and 1949. Tres Arroyos provides the means 
for a home for this Rev. Juan Van der Velde and his wife, whom he 
brought from the Netherlands. Tres Arroyos also provides a part of 
the salary of the Rev. Juan Van der Velde, in addition to the subsidy 
requested for him from our Committee and approved byour Synod. . 

Our Committee also received from the Tres Arroyos Consistory the 
following telegram, which was published in "The Banner", and which 
was dated February 4, 1950: "Consistory requests committee call Min
ister to fill vacancy caused by our transference to Buenos Aires. Letter 
follows. - Pott. 
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Your committee hereby requests our ministers and ou"r Seminary 
students that may be interested to contact any luember of, our· com

-mittee, or the Rev. Jerry Pott, who is now on furlough with his family, 
in the United States. After his furlough he expects to serve the Con
gregation of Buenos Aires. (For the church governmental regulations 
covering such matters, see the Acts of our Synod of 1930, pages 288 
to 306. 

We may verily raise up our Ebenezers and say, Hitherto hath the 
Lord helped us. 

The Congregation of Buenos Aires hopes to provide a parsonage for 
the Rev. Jerry Pott and family. 

The rather new and up-to-date church building of Bnenos Aires is 
without debt, although presumably the building of the parsonage will 
again tax the financial strength of the congregation, which numbers 
some 325 souls, while the congregation at Tres Arroyos, which the 
Rev. Jerry Pott leaves, numbers some 342 souls, and enjoys the benefits 
of a Christian School, with its boarding house for children from a 
distance. 

From the consistory and congregation of the Reformed Church of 
Buenos Aires, your Committee received a letter requesting that the Rev. 
Jerry Pott, who has been loaned to Classis Buenos Aires, now become 
the pastor of the Refonited· Church of Buenos Aires, instead of the 
pastor of the Reformed Church of Tres -Arroyos, Argentina. Your 
Committee also received a copy -of a favorable response to this request, 
from the Rev. Jerry Pott. This brother had been loaned to Classis 
Buenos Aires, and not to any congregation, in order that such a change 
in his field of labor, within Classis Buenos Aires, could be made'with-· 
ouCnecessitating any action by his calling church, which is the First 
Chr. Ref. Church of Grand Rapids, Mich. Both letters follow here
with, and have the enthusiastic acquiescence of your Comrpittee. 

Aan Deputaten voor Zuid-Amerika, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Weleerw. Heeren en Broeders: 

Buenos Aires, 27 Februal'i, 1950 

De Kerkeraad del' Gereformeerde Kerk te Buenos Aires, na de Ge
meente'te hebben g>ehoord op' 26 Februari j.1. heeft het volgende besloten: 

il 1. Aan de roepende Kerk en aan Deputaten in Noord-Amerika te ver-
zoeken Ds. J. Pott te willen leenen aan de Gemeellte te Buenos Aires, 
teneinde haar te dienen als herder en leeram'. 

2. Aan Ds. J. Pott namens de Gemeente te verzoeken zich hiertoe be
schikbaar te stellen en in overleg met de roepellde Kerk en Deputaten 
aan ~it, verzoek te voldoen, met de verzekel'ing, dat hij harteli,ik wel
korn zal zijn. 

3. Uit te spl'eken, dat Ds. J. Pott dezelfde l'echten zal hebben, en in de
zelfde verhouding tot Kerkeraad en Gemeente zal staan, als een 
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predikant, die in den normalen weg door de Geme.ente is beroepe11, 
met erkenning van zijn relaties met de Noord-Amenkaansche Kerken 
en Deputaten. ..-

4. Een jaarlijks vast te stellen bedrag te storten in de kas van Depu
taten vaal" Zuid-Amerika in Noord-Amerika, of eventueel te zorgen 
veal" vrije waning. 

5. Van dit besluit kennis te geven aan Deputaten in Noord-Amerika en 
Nederland, aan- Ds. J. Pott en aan de Gemeenten van de Classis Buenos 
Aires. 

De Kerkeraad vertrouwt, dat in dezen weg alles zal strekken tot heil del' 
~emeente, en verblijft met hartelijke groeten en heilbede, 

De Kerkeraad voornoemd, 
A. C. SONNEVELDT, Scriba. 

Ellsworth, Michigan, 20 l\IIaart, 1950, 
Aan Kerkeraad en Gemeente van de 
Gereformeerde Kerk te Buenos Aires. 
,Geliefde Broeders en Zusters in den Heere Jezus: 

Het was ons aangenaam een afschrift te ontvangen van het besluit des 
Kerkeraads genomen na de Gemeente te hebben gehoord op 26 Februari j.l. 

Gij verwacht, natuurlijk, dat ik op, punt 1'2" zal antwoorden; en ik ver
heug mij, dat ik met aBe vrijmoedigheid dat bevestigend kan doen, name
lijk te verklaren dat ik mij beschikbaar heb gesteld om Uwe Gemeente te 
dienen als herder en leeraar. 

En ik kan niet andel's doen, dan Kerkel'aad en Gemeente danken vool' het 
vertrouwen in mij gesteld, en dan verder uitspreken, dat het vaal' mij een 
eel' zal zijn Uwe Gemeent8 te mogen dienen naast en in samenwerking met 
onzen geliefden Ds. A. C. Sonneveldt. 

Het is mijn bede, dat de zegen des Heeren moge rusten op dit besluit en 
op deze verandering van onze standplaats in Argentinie. En ik vertrouw 
met U, dat de Heere het zal doen sttekken tot heil del' Gemeente en de 
komst van Gods KoninkrUk in Argentinie. 

Moge onze hemelsche Vader ons veilig leiden op 301 onze wegen en ons 
dan straks tot U brengen. Zoodra we eenige zekerheid hebben aangaande 
de terugreis naal' Argentinie, zullen wij U daarmede in kennis stellen. 

Wij bidden U allen des Heeren rijken zegen toe. 
Uw dienstwaardige dienaar, 

JERRY POTT. 

The Church building of the Rev. Wm. V. Muller, at Carambehy, 
Brazil, has recently been enlarged. This congregation also has a 
parsonage and a school giving Christian instruction. 

Besides this Congregation, the Rev. Wm. V. Muller also serveS 
several scattered posts 'of Dutch immigrants. Another new colony of 
immigrants from the Netherlands is expected to settle in the rather 
near future somewhat close to the congregation that the Rev. Wm. V. 
Muller now serves. Immigration from the N etherlan'ds to Argentina 
also proceeds, though somewhat slowly. 

The Rev. Jerry Pott has been requested by Classis Buenos Aires to 
visit not only our Synod but also the Particular Synod in the. Nether-
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lands to which the Reformed South American churches now belong. To 
this proposed visit of Rev. 120tt to the Netherlands our Committee' has 
raised up obj ection, because it is intended to promote the recent decision 
of Classis Buenos Aires, which marks as important, historic advance
ment for these South American Churches. May our coveriant God 
abundantly bless the newly forming denomination of the Reformed 
Churches of Classis Buenos Aires, till the Second Coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

CEYLON 
The Dutch Reformed Church of Ceylon is hearing more about their 

three Formulas of Unity tlian they have done for decades, thanks to 
the valiant efforts of the Rev. John O. Schuring. He win go down in 
hi~tory as a true son of the Reformation, and of the Reformed Faith 
in the ecclesiastical history of Ceylon. He is the right man for this 
important work. All his efforts such as, those for, expository sermons, 
Catechetical preaching, and the Catechetical training of the youth have 
the enthusiastic backing of our Committee and we have so informed 
the Rev. Schuring. 

Mrs. Schuring, although the heat has caused her to lose weight, is 
sending brave reports. to Ladies Aids and Ladies Missionary Societies, 
and we know that her courage is costing her a good deal. Our Com
mittee has promoted the education of their childre'n, in every way 

,possible. Church Schools of Ceylon win be abolished eventually, due 
to the refusal of the government to continue to support them,as hereto
fore.Whether our type of Christian Schools can arise will be a 
question. 

And whether the Rev. Schuring's enthusiasm for additional pasto;:s 
from the Christian Reformed church to be loaned to Ceylon can be 
realized is another question. Your Committee favors the idea very much 
and is prepared to cooperate to this end, with Synodical approval: 

The following survey from tl,e typewriter of the Rev. J. O. Schur
ing was not written for Synod but for an article in The Banner. How
ever, we tl1ink.it is so excellent that we are' making it a part of our 
!eport to Synod with our complete endorsement. 

THE DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH OF CEYLON 
"East is east and west is west and never the twain shall meet" but 

Oriental cities have a strange way of mixing and mingling the east and 
the west. Colombo, Ceylon, is such a place. Here the ancient and the mod
ern meet. The east and the west shake hands. Here are the broad avenues 
of America and the narrow, crooked lanes of the Orient, the ancient bul
lock carts, rickshaws and the double-decker bus of Fifth Ave, New York, 
the dark m'an and the white man and many in between, the beautiful 
palaces of ,the rich and the cadjan huts of the poor, ithe latest style of 
clothing from Europe and the loin cloth of the coolie, the language of 
London and the language of Ceylon, the sarong of the Singhalese cover-
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ing his lower body and the Amel'ican style shirt and jacket covering his 
upper body, the relic-filled temples of the nOli-Christians and the ChUl~ch 
buildings of the Christians; these all are embraced by our new home
Colombo. 

In the midst of this teeming city is a small denomination, known- as 
the Dutch Reformed Church of Ceylon, comprising' approximately 2,000 
members, six church buildings and eight ministers. 'l'here are two other 
congregations in the southern part of the island to which the Rev. Alton 
W. Foenander ministers. Creedally, they still have the three Forms of 
Unity but not as a living reality. On anyone Sunday a very. small per
centage of its membership attends divine worship. The only exception to 
this rule is the Christmas and New Year's services when the Churches 
are filled to overflowing. The Church has become. a- matter of convenience 
to maintain·a form of Godliness. They use it for christening, confirma
tion, marriage and burial. Catechism preaching is beginning to breathe' 
again but it is such a tiny infant that I wonder if it will ever cut its first 
tooth. Catechetical instruction of the children is carried on by the Sun
day-School teachers and a short course is given by the ministers six to 
eight weeks before public profession of faith. A revival of catechizing 
the youth for a longer period is also about to be undertaken, but the 
nurses of this infant gaze upon it, wag their heads and predict, "It won't 
survive." 

This is the Dutch Reformed Church of Ceylon today. There are the 
few faithfuls, the little flock, who hunger and thirst for better things. 
Through their efforts a call went forth for help to you in America and 
we are the answer to that call. But we must not be the only answer. We 
are but part of the answer~ Others must be added to it if the answer is 
ever to be completely Reformed. 

The need for a more complete answer becomes obvious when one con
siders their past history. The Dutch Reformed Church came to the island 
more than three hundred years ago when- the Dutch conquered the island 
from the Portuguese. During the Dutch Colonial period the Government 
gave every facility and encouragement for the advancement of religion 
and education. Consequently, vigorous religious and educational pro
gram was carried on in various places, and especi'ally in the larger towns. 
The members and adherents of the Church at one time numbered about 
300,000. Thousands of children were in the schools and many of the 
brighter young men were sent to Holland to be educated for the ministry . 

. In 1786 there were 45 schools with 28,867 scholars in the Colombo district 
alone. Other, districts had thousands attending also. These figures indi
cate the tremendous amount of mission work that was carried on. Many. 
of the native, members, however, were only nominal Christians in the II 

"hope of furthering their interests. They simply took on the religion of 
their conquerors. 

When the British took over in 1796 the Dutch Burghers were given per
mission to return to Holland or go to Batavia. Many availed themselves of 
this permission but many were unable to leave and others chose to remain. 

With the coming of the British the Reformed Church declined for several 
reasons. The Dutch clergy withdrew except for one who remained in 
Colombo. The introduction of the conquerors' language, English, led the 
Dutch to drop their own and to facilitate their mastery of the English, 
many attended. the English services of the Anglican Church and even
tually joined that Church. The greatest reason for their decline was the 
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neglect of the home churches of the church here in its greatest CliSIS. If 
the Holland church had continued its supply of ministers and teachers, the 
history of the Dutch Reformed Church of Ceylon might have been different. 

, The withdrawal of Dutch Government assistance in personnel and 
finance threw the' Dutch on its own except for the financial allowance 
made by the British. During the British period the Reformed group re
ceived ministerial assistance from Scotland, Ireland and South Africa. In 
addition, it recruited a few of its own sons for the ministry. But since the 
majority of these men were trained in other than Reformed Seminaries it 
·naturally followed that it became a hodgepodge theologically, with its con
sequent neglect of the Reformed Standards. 

The fact that 'a witness to the Reformed faith still remains on the 
island, however small and nominal, is a testimony to the goodness of our 
God. Will He be pleased to revive this little shoot in a dry land into a 
full--grown tree or will He permit its little shoot to be transplanted to 
the forest of Church Union and be overshadowed by the huge trees of other 
denominations? This is the choice that faces the few interested members 
in the near future. At the moment many feel the need of uniting because 
the Protestant Christians number less than one per cent of the people, of 
the island. They hope by uniting the less than one per cent together to 
organize a strong church and thus make a better and bigger impact upon 
the non-Christian world. But more of this in a future article. Pray much 
that this tiny denomination on this isle of so-called spicy breezes may have 
its light of Reformed truth rekindled so that the spiritual darkness may 
be dispelled. JOHN O. SCHURING. 

MATTERS FOR SYNODICAL CONSIDERATION 

1. The following Budget for 1951 is presented to Synod for approval: 
Basic Salary, Rev. Wm. V. Muller ........................................................ $ 2,600.00 
Salary Raise after 10 years, Rev. Muller............................................ 200.00 
Child's Allowance, Rev. Muller.............................................................. 250.00 
Inflation Bonus, Rev. Muller................................................................... 1,500.00 
Basic Salary, Rev. J erry Pott...,............................................................. 2,600.00 
Salary Raise after 10 years, Rev. Pott.................................................. 200.00 
Children's Allowance, Rev. Pott................................................................ 450.00 
Inflation Bonus, Rev. PotL .... _ .............................................................. ,... 1,500.00 
Mileage at 7 cents per mile, Rev. Muller and Rev. Pott, each serv-

ing a Congregation and scattered groups of Hollanders........ 1,500.00 
Subsidy, Rev. A. C. Sonneveldt, serving Chubut and scattered 

groups near 'Buenos Aires (Loan to the Reformed Churches 
in the Netherlands) ............................................................. : ... :........ 1,500.00 

Inflation Bonus, Rev. Sonneveldt (Loan to these Ref. Churches).. 1,500.00 
Basic Salary, another Ordained Worker in Classis Buenos Aires, 

approved by Synod of 1944............................................................ 2,600.00 
Inflation Bonus of this Ordained Worker............................................ 1,500.00 
Subsidy of Rev. Juan Vander Velde, Associate Pastor, Tres Ar-

royos Church and its scattered groups of Hollanders ........... . 
Basic Salary, Rev. John O. Schuring ................................................. . 
Children'S Allowance; Rev. Schuring ................................................... . 
Inflation Bonus, Rev. Schuring ............................................................. . 
Mileage at 7 cents per mile, Rev. Schuring~ ...................................... . 
Administrative Expense ...................... , ................ , ............. _ .................. . 

1,200.00 
2,600.00 

650.00 
1,500.00 

750.00 
500.00 
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Furlough Reserve, Rev. Muller and Rev. Pott .................. ____ .. ; __ 
Furlough Reserve, Rev. Schuring .... _________ . ___ ................................. -._-._ .. 

367 

1,500.00 
1,000.00 

TotaL ................................................................................ _ .. $27,600.00 

Expected from Carambehy for Rev. Muller .................. $ 360.00 
Expected from Tres Arroyos for Rev. Pott's Successor 240.00 
Expected from Ceylon for Rev. Schuring, 7,200 Rupees 1,500.00 
Expected from Ref. Churches in Netherlands for Rev. 

Sonneveldt ............ __ ............ _ ... ____ ... ___ ............ _____ ... _____ . ___ _ 

Expected from Ref. Churches in South Africa for 
Chubut Church _____ .... ____ .. ____ ............... _.'. __ ... __ . __ ...... ____ ... _ 

Expected from Lagrave Chl'. Ref. Church for Rev. 
Schuring, gifts ............................................................. . 

Expected from First Fr-emont· Chr. Ref. Church for 
Rev. Schuring ................................................................ 1,200.00 

Total More Than ........................................... . 

Resultant Amount of Budget Submitted for Approval 

$ 3,300.00 

$24,300.00 

II. Synod continue to support the work entrusted to its Committee 
for South America and Ceylon with an annual offering of seventy cents 
per family. 

III. Your Committee recommends that Synod acquiesce in the de
cision of Classis Buenos Aires, recorded in this report (including all 
its items as presented under A, B, C, and D) to Synod, in answer to 
the question put by our Synod of 1949, Synodical Acts, page 41, 
Article 80, IV, C. 

Grounds: 
1. This decision of Classis Buenos Aires acquiesces in the purpose 

of the decision of our Synod of 1948, Synodical Acts, pages 17 and 18, 
Article 55, III, B, 2, d. 

2. It is in harmony \vith the general aim of the Report on "Dual 
Administration of Reformed Churches in South America," Acts ot 
Synod of 1949, page 354, Supplement 35. 

3. It is a unanimous decision of Classis Buenos Aires. 
4. The work of our denomination, on behalf of Classis Buenos 

Aires, will evidently be facilitated by this decision. 
5. The welfare of Class!s Buenos Aires will hopefully be promoted, 

as indicated by the Classis in their grounds for this decision, which are 
included in this present report to our Synod of 1950. 

6. The General Synod of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands 
has sought to transfer Classis Buenos Aires from its further, financial 
support, and that general aim would thus be met. (See quotation of 
decision of General Synod also page 34, Article 93, Acta van De 
Voortgezette General Synode van Zwolle 1946 en van De Generale 
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Synode van Eindhoven 1948, van de Gereformeerde Kerken in N eder
land.) 

IV. Your Committee proposes that Synod grant it authority, in 
consultation with the Rev. John O. Schuring and the General Consistory 
of the Dutch Reformed Church in Ceylon, to shorten the terms to 
four years, including a half year of furlough. 

Grounds: (Compare Acts of Synod, 1941, page 56, Article 59, IX, A.). 
1. The two congregations that he serves would not be left without 

a pastor for an entire year. 
2. Five year terms (Cf. Acts Synod,1945, Supplement 8, page 227) 

might tend to be too much of a strain 011 the workers, because of the 
isolation and because of the heat. 

3. The experience of other bodies, like business firms, points in the 
same direction. 

4. Our churches will have additional benefit through the speaking 
and preaching of our worker, during the furlough 

5. The travelling expenses involved are not prohibitive . 
. 6. This authorization would be in harmony with the following de

cision adopted by our Synod of 1946, Synodical Acts, page 101, Article 
135, C, b, reading as follows : "When the Committee for South 
America is satisfied that the need of the Ceylon churches warrants it, 
and is convinced that we are able to cooperate with them, Synod 
authorize the Committee for South America to provide for the loaning 
of a minister from our Christian Reformed Church on the same basis 

, as to the Churches of South America." The furloughs of our ministers 
loaned to the Churches of South America are authorized by the Synod 
of 1941, at the same intervals and for the same length of time as herein 
proposed. (Acts of Synod, 1941, page 56, Article 5<), IX, A.) 

V. Synod appoint a commitiee for South Amnica and Ceylon with 
mandate as heretofore. 

COMMITTEE FOR SOUTH AMERICA AND CEYLON" 

REV. THOMAS Y FF, President 
REV. PETER JONKER, Vice-President 
MARTIN J. WYNGAARDEN, Sec'y.-Treas. 
REv. CHRISTIAN VAN DEN 1-3:EuvEL 

DR. EARL STRTKWERDA 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 31 
(Arts. 61, 122) 

HUGUENOT RELIEF PROJECT 

To the Synod of 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

T HE Holland-Zeeland Deacon's Conference was requested by the 
Synodical Committee to undertake a relief project to assist the 

Huguenots in the "Deutsche Evangelise-Refonnirte Gemeinde" in 
distressed Germany. This we gladly did on a denominational scope 
beginning in December of 1948. 

',~ 

The response from our people was most encouraging. A total of 
$21,910.56 was received for the purchase of food parcels and new 
clothing. In addition some 70 churches or church societies responded 
to our request to send used clothing to Germany. We can give you 
no idea as to the tonnage which was thus sent, but we know by the 
flood of responses from Germany that the results were most gratify
ing. Also v.re have received great aid from our Canada Churches. In 
order that we would not have to discount their money, they sent CARE 
parcels directly from CARE of Canada. One church sent at least 450 
of t~ese parcels. Many thanks to all who so generously helped in this 
noble work. 

OUf purchasing committee bought underwear, work clothes, yard 
goods, wool yarns, shoes, drugs, etc., all at bargain prices. This en
abled our packing committee to pack some 350 cases of new merchan
dise and direct them to the. various churches to be distributed by their 
pastors and diaconates. In addition some 900 CARE Parcels of food 
was sent out which greatly assisted the 1110st deprived. 

We find this work has been greatly appreciated by our distressed 
brethren of the Calvinistic faith in Gem1any. They feel God has not 
left them, but is administering to their needs through the Christian 
Reformed Church of America. Their need is still great as the aged 
had thejr life's saving wiped out in the money exchange. There are 
still many unemployed among them. Then there are the many 
fugitives and D.P.'s of the Soviet Controlled territory. They have 
left their home leaving almost everything behind. Many worship in 
these churches and now are able to give them a little help. Then there 
is the large group living in the Soviet Zone. They' are the worse off 
of all as they suffer extreme hardships. 

We recommend: 
1. That we be permitted to continue in this work for another year. 
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Reasons: 
a. Because of the great need in general. 
b. Because only at the present time we are able to send food par

cels into the Soviet Zone. All through this project we knew the 
20,000 souls in this district were hungry but we had no way 
in which to send food ·to them. Now we can get guaranteed 
delivery on food parcels and we feel they now should be helped. 

2. That this cause be again recommended to OUf people for their 
prayers and gifts. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Holland-Zeeland Deacon's Conference, 

REV. H. ERFFl.I'IEYER, President 
DONALD GREVENGOED, Secretary 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Receipts from Churches, Societies and Individuals ........................ $21,910.56 
Disbursements ................ . ........................................ _ .... 21,192.28 

Balance on hand March 15, 1950 ............................................... $ 718.28 
NOTE: Itemized account in file of Stated Clerk. 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 32 
(Arts. 68, 122) 

HUNGARIAN RELIEF PROJECT 

To the Synod of 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

T HE 1949 Synod mandated us to carryon a .relief project for our 
brethren in the Reformed Church of Hungary. This we are carry

ing out through our special committee, Rev; T. Verhulst, Chairman; 
John Van Dyke, Secretary; James Zwier, Treasurer; Otto Bosma 
and George De Vries. 

We are carrying out this project under much greater difficulties 
than the German Relief. Here we are dealing with a country whose 
communistic control1ed goverriment is an enemy of our beloved church. 
So we have to work through individuals rather than churches. We 
have, however, informants who can furnish us with many names of 
needy families of the Reformed Church. This enables us to send 
parcels to those who have a pauper rating and. thus can receive 'par
cels duty free. 

To date some 500 food and clothing parcels have been sent out 
through Captain Pedlow's ·Relief Service, Caritus Relief, and CARE, 
lnc. These went to almost as many individuals. Also a number of 
medicine parcels were sent to relieve the suffering which runs .r::am
pant in this greatly undernourished country. -Delivery receipts are 
receiyed from these parcels and letters of th,e recipients are also re
quested from the individuals themselves. The deliveries are made 
promptly. If at any time deliveries are not made on schedule we will 
discontinue our shipments. We are thankful that the Lord has still left 
an avenue open for us to assist these brethren. ' 

All our help is most graciously received. Especially the sending of 
• Streptomycin has been most valuable. A theological student who was 

in the last stages of T.E. has recovered with the aid of this new won
der drug and is now resuming his studies. He. writes: "Next to God 
I owe Imy recovery to the Christian Reformed people of America." 
Another man who had. been hard oppressed by the Red's was sorely 
depressed and in despair as the last treasure he had on earth (his 
wife) was grievously·ill with T.B. She had an operation in which 
nine ribs were removed with apparently little results. She then re
ceived our gift of streptomycin and "Para-sal" and immediately im
proved. He then writes: "You, dear Sir, and my Calvinistic brothers 
have helped m,e not only to save the life of my wife, but delivered me 
from a deplorable condition. Thousand thanks for it! I see in your 
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help the sign of the mercifulness of God, and, therefore, I endeavo" 
to fight for her complete recovery and our existence without. any 
despair." 

With this work only just begnn, we feel·that it should be continued 
providing no hindrance in its ,execution shall arise. We know that 
OUf help is limited very much in its scope, but as long as some avenues 
are open we should use them. May you allow. us to continue in the 
work and recommend it to our churches 'for support. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Holland-Zeeland Dea,con's Conference 

REV. H. ERFFMEYER, President 
'DONALD GREVENGOED, Secretary 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Receipts - Churches, Societies, and Individuals __ . ____ . __ ........... :. __ . ____ .. $ 9,144.51 
Disbursements ........ ___ . _______ ... ___ . _____ . ____ ......... ____ ... __ ... ___ ......... __ .. ___ . __ .. ___ . ___ . 6,448.18 

Balance on hand March 3, 1950 ............... , ............................................ $ 2,696.33 
NOTE: Itemized account in file of Stated Clerk. 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 33 
(Art. 145) 

. REPORT OF THE SPECIAL N. A. E. STUDY COMMITTEE 
OR 

STUDY COMMITTEE FOR THE MATTER OF 
INTERCHURCH AFFILIATION 

Introduction. 

SYNOD of 1948 appointed a Committee to study the matter of the 
propriety of continuing our membership as a Chur:ch in the 

N .A.E. This action was taken because of strong opposition to such 
membership voiced upon the floor of Synod. This Study Committee 
could not agree and presented a majority and a minority report to the 
Synod of 1949. The majority report urged immediate withdrawal from 
this association. The minority report urged continuance in it. Synod's 
Advisory Committee pointed out that a study of the biblical and creedal 
principles be?ring upon interchurch relationship had not been made 
prior to Ollr acceptance ,of membership in the N.A.E., and that no 
such study had been made up to the time of its reporting. Synod of 
1949 adopted the advice of its Advisory Committee to appoint a Com
mittee to make a study of such principles bearing upon interchurch 
relationships. 

Synod of 1949 decided further, "that as long as this study is in 
progress our relationship to the N.A.E., remain in status quo."; "that 

. when this committee submits its report, Synod reconsider the ques
tion of membership in the N.A.E.; that when Synod reconsiders the 
question of membership in the N.A.E., the majority and minority re
ports of 1949 be also taken up for consideration." (d. Art. 64, III, 
C, D, E. Acts, 1949, p. 24.) , 

It is evident that the question with which our Church is struggling 
in this era of apostasy, -Church union and collectivism on all sides is 
about as follows: 

-How can we, the Christian Reformed Church, best advance the 
cause of our Lord in Qur day? Hence, how ought we to do so? 

Can we best serve the Lord's work by carrying on independently 
as we have up to 1943, zealously striving to unfold and apply our 
conception of the Reformed faith, without identifying ourselves offi
cially with other Churches or Church bodies in any way, except that 
of correspondence with sister churches? Or do we have a duty to 
further the Church and the Kingdom by closer affiliation with other 
Orthodox Churches? If the latter then what shall be the standard by 
\vhich we" shall determine such affiliation? What shall be the extent 
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of such cooperation? What shall be the n'ature of such organization 
or organizatjons with which' we should affiliate? 

This report limits itself to the mandate. It presents Scriptural and 
Creedal principles which should serve as a guide. No application of 
these principles is attempted because Synod has not mandated this 
Committee to do so. 

Our Mandate. 
Synod instructed the undersigned Committee "to search out and set 

forth the basic Scriptural and Creedal deliverances relevant to tbe . 
wh,ole question of inter-church relations and to formulate the prin
ciples by which the Church must be guided in determining the matter 
of inter-church affiliation." 

Synod further instructed this Committee to address itself to such 
basi<;.: questions as the following: 
. 1. What is to be understood by the scriptural teaching concerning 
the "Oneness of the body of Christ" and what are its implications for 
the historical and institutional manifestation of the Church? Or what 
is the nature and measure, and what are the conditions, of our ecu
menic responsibility? 

2. In how far, and in what manner, maya Church which, is com
mitted to definite creeds, and which regards itself obliged to exercise 
its witness in terms of those creedsJ unite in a common witness with 
tbose who differ from those creeds? 

3. What is to be understood by tbe scriptural teaching concerning 
the "Unity of the Faith" and what are its implications for inter-church 
fellowship and witness? d. Art. 64, p. 23. 

Interpretation of our Mandate. 
Your committee has sought to search but and to set forth the basic 

scriptul7al and creedal principles according to the suggested lines of 
thought and presents the following, with tbe understanding that it is 
not -this' committee's task to apply these principles to any particular 

. church relationship. (d. Art. 64, D, p. 24, Acts, 1949.) 

1. Scriptural Principles. 
A. It should be borne in mind tbat the rise of denominations be

longs to the post-biblical era; hence it is not possible to find in Scrip
ture direct teaching with respect to inter-denominational relationships. 

B. There are principles which enjoin cooperatIon amongst believers 
but which in tUrn are modified by limitations which are placed upon 
believers contending for the faith. 

1. Scripture clearly teaches that it is wrong to cooperate in spirit
ual matter'S with those who reject the truth, i.e., the essentials of the 
Gospel: 
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a. Gal. 1 :8, 9. "But though we or an angel from heaven preach any 
other gospel unto you than we have preached unto you, let him 
be accursed." . 

b. 2 John 10, 11. "If there come any unto you, and bring not this 
doctrine receive him not in your house, neither bid him God 
speed; for he that biddethhim God speed is partaker of his evil 
deeds." 

c. The interpretation of.. these texts in the most general terms is 
contained in 2 John 9. "Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth 
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in 
the doctrine of Christ; he hath both the Father and the Son." 
The doctrine of Christ should contain at least the following ele
ments: : 
(1) a confession that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. I John 4 :2. 
(2) a confession that Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of 

God sent in the world that we might live through Him. I 
John 4:9. 

(3) a confession that He is the propitiation for our sins. I John 
4:10.. . 

d. Where the above mentioned is absen,t there can be 110 ecclesi.asti
cal, or organizational cooperation which would imply unity' of 
faith. 

2. Scripture specifically states that we should cooperate in spiritual 
matters with fellow-believers. . 

a. John 17 :20, 2\: "Neither pray I for these alone, but for 'them 
also which shall believe on me through their word; that they may 
be one; as, thou Father, art in me; and I in thee, that they may 
also be one in us; that the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me," 
John 15 :12. "This is my commandment that y, love one ano)her 
as I have loved you." 

The teaching of these texts is clearly that: 
(1) Christ prayed for a oneness amongst believers. This oneness 

should at least be a "oneness of mind and will and ·aim and- operation; 
that God be glorified in man's obtaining of eternal life, in the knowl
edge of the Father and the Son." (John Brown.) The essential one
ness lies in unity witJ:t Christ even while there is a distinctiveness of 
units as is seen in the parable of the Vine and the branches. 

(2) Christ's example as the Incarnate Word, the full-orbed truth, 
in sharing with the disciples His knowledge and calling them to mutual 
cooperation with one another, urges upon the Churches the duty of 
seeking one another in closer cooperation for His glory. 
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b. Gal. 2:7-10. "But contrariwise, when they saw that the Gos
pel of the uncircumcision was committed to me, as the ,gospel 
of the circumcision was unto Peter - and when James and John 
and Cephas, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that 
was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right 
hand of fellowship; that we should go to the heathen, and they 
to the circumcision. Only they would that we should remember 
the poor; the same which I was also forward to do." 
This passage makes clear a unity of faith, a wishing God speed, 
and an acknowledgment of the correctness of the· gospel mes
sage; both that of Paul and that of the other disciples. At heart 
they were one and the same gospel but they were carried by 
men of different training and tradition to people of different 
training and tradition. There was a unity of mind, purpose, will 
and operation although there was a working in different spheres. 
Furthermore there was mutual consultation from time to time. 

c. Gal. 6 :2. "Bear ye one another's burdens and so fulfill the law 
of Christ:" This universal teaching, applied specifically to one 
falling in sin, includes within it many of the specific teachings 
of Christ found in the scriptures, e.g. that the rich should help 
the poor. The strong in faith should carry the weak in faith. 
It clearly teaches that Christians should cooperate with other 
Christians individually and in groups. Hence when there is a 
great burden of opposition, churches as well as individuals should 
lend support to one another against ·a common foe. 

d. Eph. 4:11£. "A11d gave some, apostles; some prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the per
fecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edify
ing of the body of Christ; till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature .of the fulness of Christ," 
etc. I 

This passage teaches that Christ is building "One Holy Catho
lic Church" in the unity of a true faith. It is built by imparting 
the knowledge of the Son of God to those who are fellow heirs 
of grace. A building being fitted together implies a drawing· and 
a shaping power uniting them into a perfect union in glory. 
But this requires on the part of those who are being shaped a 

. willingness to influence one another by the truth in the spirit of 
the feetwashing of Jesus. 

3. Scripture supports the idea that such cooperation is necessary; 
even when, in non-essentials, felIO\v-believers differ with us or have 
not reached the level of our own spiritual illumination. (d. Example 
of Jesus, pt, 2a.) 
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a. Luke 9 :49, 50. "And John said,'Master, we saw one casting out 
devils in thy name; and we forbade him, because he fonoweth 
not with us. And Jesus said unto him, forbid them not, for he 

, that is not against us is with us." 
Whenever individuals or churches work in the name of Christ 
we may not forbid them. Everyth,ing that is done in the name of 
Christ is a help to the church at large. Christ does not com
mend His disciples to j Din such individuals or churches but 
He does forbid them hindering them. 

b. Acts 18 :24-26 and Aquila land Priscilla took Aponos and taught 
him the way of' the Lord more perfectly. 
Here on the individual level we see how one who preaches the 
gospel imperfectly, willingly submits to the cordial efforts of 
those who have a fuller knowledge of the gospel. The result 
was a closer corporate testimony and fellowship established in 
answer to the prayer of Christ "that the world might believe 
that the Father had sent Him." The dose knit fellowship of 
Christians in a mutual faith working by love must necessarily 
commend its author to the world, whereas, divisions may have 
the opposite effect; always bearing in mind that strength of 
conviction, sharpness of truth, and power of love are at the 
heart of the matter. 

4. Scripture, however, repeatedly stresses the fact, that whenever 
such cooperation is given, the purity of the message must be guarded; 
i.e., nothing must be allowed to detract from the soundness of the 
testimony concerning the Gospel. I-Ience if in any, phase of our co
operation there should be danger that our message would begin to 
lose its dear and Reformed emphasis, and our warnings remain un
heeded, such cooperation should cease. 

a. Gal. 2: 11 f. "But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood 
him to the face, because he was to be blamed. 
"For before that certain came from Jatnes, he did eat with the 
Gentiles; but when they were come, he withdrew and separa~ed 
himself fearing them which were of the -circumcision. 

, "And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch 
that Barnabas was carried away with their dissimulation. 
"But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to 
the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, if 
thou being a Jew livest after the manner of the Jews, why com- . 
pellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews." 
This passage reveals a great danger threatening the unity of the 
early church; its soundness of doctrine, its uprightness of con
duct; its corporate testimony to the world; the terrible power 
of fear to motivate to dissimulation; the saving in~uellce of a 
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courageous testimony by a more fully enlightened and under
standing Christian; the blessedness of a oneness of faith and 
cooperation. 
The unity was endangered by the fear motivated dissimulation 
of Peter, whose conduct was hypocritical but nevertheless influ
ential so that even Barnabas was carried along, thus separating 
from Paul and others on this issue. 
The soundness of doctrine 'was threatened by thus ul1intention
ally substituting in effect the doctrine of justification by works 
for that of justification by faith. The issue involved was that 
of the doctrine of meats, or the law versus the doctrine of lib
erty. Gentiles' and Jews needed to be joined in such a manner 
that the true doctrine should not be injured. "To bind the con
sciences of godly men by an obligation to keep the law, and to 
bury in silence the doctrine of liberty, was to purchase unity 
at an exorbitant price." (Calvin's 1nst.) 
The corporate testimony of the church would have been broken 
by this division and the influence upon succeeding generations 
cannot be measured. 
The terrible power of fear to lead to dissimulation is clearly evi
d~nt, for it was not an act of faith but fear of the brethren who 
had come from James. It was a case of regard for men rather 
than a clearcut understanding of fear of God. 
The saving influence of Paul's courageous testimony appears 
to be evident from the fact that his open declaration maintained 
the unity betw.een the disciples at least. He demonstrated a 
more enlight,ned and fuller understanding of the gospel and its 
way of life. 
The blessedness of a oneness of faith and cooperation on a united 
front is evidenced by the gospel which has been faithfully re
corded for the world. The church was edified and. more fitly 
joined together. The prayer of Christ was answ<;red at this point. 

b. I Tim. 6 :3. As I besought thee to abide still in Ephesus, when 
I went into IVlacedonia, that thou _ mightest charge' some that 
they teach no other doctrine. d. also 2 Tim. 1 :13. Hold fast 
the form of sound words - 2 Tim. 4:1f -Preach the word
sound doctrine ~ for the time will come when they will not en
dure sound doctrine. d. also Titus 1 :13, 14. 
These texts (referred to under b) emphasize the duty of main
taining purity of doc,trine and thus sustain the foregoing text 
in affirming the importance of sound doctrine .. Infringement 
upon essential doctrines will impede the well being of the church. 
Whether a particular deviation from sound doctrine is of s11ch 
a character as to render religious cooperation inadvisable should 
be determined separately for each concrete case as it Occurs. The 
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possibilities of deviation in doctri~e and degrees of cooperation 
are so numerous as to make any other course impossible. How
ever, the material offered under I BId should serve as a guide. 

n. The Creeds. 
Articles 27-29 of the Confession of Faith, Lord's Day 21 of the 

Heidelberg Catechism and the Canons of Dordt appear to have some 
bearing on the qU'estions raised. 

a. The Confession of Faith and Lord's Day 21. 
(1) Article 27 is an expression of faith concerning the One Holy 

Catholic Church as the ideal church, i.e., the body of the redeemed of 
all ages visible to God only. It is "one which is joined and united with 
heart and will, by the power of faith, in one and the same Spirit." 

(2) Article 28 is an expression of faith which carries the thought 
forward to the church as it appears upon earth. It declares that it is 
the duty of "all men who believe to separate themselves from all those 
who do not belong to the Church and to join themselves to this con
gregation wherever the Lord has established it, maintaining the unity 
of the Church, and as mutual members of the same body exercising 
themselves for the edification of the brethren according to the talents 
which the Lord has given them." 

Lord's Day 21 is in. agreement with this where it declares concern
ing the communion of saints, "everyone must know himself bound to 
employ his gifts readily and cheerfully for the advantage and sal
vation of other members." 

The article as well as the Lord's Day envision not only local churches 
but a Church of the Lord with congregations all over the world. It 
stresses a oneness which must be sought after by the individual Chris
tian and likewise the group. The nature of this Church is set forth 
in the following article. 

(3) Article 28 speaks of the marks of the true Church as over 
against a false ehurch and sects. 

The marks of the true Church are the pure preaching of the word, 
proper administration of the sacraments and the exercise of discipline. 
Wherever this Church comes to expression upon earth true believers 
are called upon to affiliate with it. The principle upon which this is 
pased is that men of like minds and hearts belong together. 

(4) The !:iasic principle of these articles and Lord's Day21 is this: 
The Lord· has one Holy Church. This Church cOmes to expression 
in congregations of believers all over the world. Every true ,believer 
should belong to one of these congregations. These congregations and 
this Church can be known by the marks of pure preaching of the 
word, proper administration of the sacraments and the exercise of 
discipline. 
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However, these teachings concerning the Church do not set forth 
what may ,be considered the' primary or the secondary teachings of 
the scripture. Consequently they throw no particular light concern
iI?g inter-church relationships. 

b. The Canons of Dordt. 
This third standard of our faith is specifically addressed against 

the five errors of doctrine which disturbed the Reformed Church in 
the 17tb Century. It is very clear that there can be 110 Church union 
with those who hold the Arminian view which comes to expression in 
these five errors. 

A Summary of our Conclusions. 
The Creeds present no specific guidance which is not found in tl,e 

presentation of Scriptural teachings on the matter of interchurch 
. affiliation, except for the statement re the Arrninian heresy. Further, 
the Creeds are in ·no way 'in conflict with but are in harmony with the 
following Scriptnral principles bearing upon interchurcil affiliation. 
, 1. It is wrong to cooperate in s:piritual matters with those who fly:' 

jeel tbe truth, i.e., the essentials of the Gospel. 
2. It is our duty to cooperate in spiritual matters with fellow-be

lievers. 
3. It is proper' to cooperate even when, in non-essentials, fellow-be~ 

lievers differ with us or have not reached the level of our' spiritual 
illumination. 

4. It is our duty to guard the purity of the message, also when co
operating with fellow-believers. Nothing must be allowed to detract 
from the soundness of the Gospel. Hence if in any phase of our co
operation there should be danger that our message would begin. to 
lose its clear and Reformed emphasis and our warnings remain un· 

,healed, such cooperation should cease. 
Respectfully submitted, 

REV. M. MONSMA, Chairman 
REV. P. HOLWERDA, Secretary 
REV. G. GRITTER 

DR. J. KROMMINGA 

DR. J. LUCHIES 

PROF. W. HENDRIKSEN 

P. S. Rev. A. Hoekema. apPointed by Synod, could attend only a few 
meetings before assuining a charge in the East, and for' that reason did 
not append his signat~re. 
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SUPPLEMENT 34 
(Arts. 122, 157) 

REFORMED BIBLE INSTITUTE 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, 
convening at Grand· Rapids, Mich, , June, 1950, 
ESTEE1U:D BRETHREN: 

W E ARE happy to report to you concerning another year of ac
tivity of our Reformed Bible Institute. The Lord has wonder

fully owned this cause, and we may report a year of blessing and prog
ress. In the few years of its existence, the growth of OUr school has 
n~ver been phenomenal~ but it has been steady and gradual. 

The purpose of our Reformed Bible Institute is particularly to pro
vide a training for Christian lay activity that is positive in its Re
formed emphasis and discipline, personal in its culture and Christian 
devotion, and aggressive in its promotion of missionary interest. Its 
program is designed to so equip men and women that they may be 
grounded in Biblical truth, loyal to Reformed standards, and qualified 
to perform various types of Christian lay work. 

Its educational program is carried out through the Day School, of
fering a concentrated three-year course of study; through the Eve
ning school, offering more popular courses three evenings a week and 
through its Correspondence School, offering courses by mail to those 
who are unable to attend the Day School or Evening School. Credit 
is given only to those pursuing the Day School courses. 

As to our student body, OUr Day School registrations for 1949-50 
can be classified as follows: 63 students are enrolled - 21 seniors; 16 
juniors; 25 freshmen; 1 unclassified . 

. Three denominations are represented - 59 Christian Reformed; 3 
Reformed; 1 Orthodox Presbyterian. 

Eleven states and Canada are represented as follows: 
California .......... ..... 1 New Jersey ....................... 2 
Iowa ................... 7 New York ..................... _ .. 1 
Illinois ................ 5 Virginia ............................ 1 
Massachusetts 1 . Texas _ ........................... 1 
Michigan .......... __ ....... 36 I.Visconsin ........................ 2 
Minnesota ......................... 3 Canada ........................... 2 

In the Evening School we had an enrollment of 250 last September 
Most of these were Sunday School teachers. In the Correspondence 
division the enrollment remains around 200. 

So far the school has graduated eight, and will have graduated nine 
classes this June - 98 students in all. We rejoice that the graduates 
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may already be scattered over the world - Arabia, South America, 
Africa, and India, as well as our own United States and Canada. They 
are working under some ten different denominational boards and com
mittees. The work of our graduates may be classified as follows: 

Foreign Missionaries ............ 5 Dormitory Housemother ...... 1 
Home Missionaries' .............. ,.19 Kingdom Secretarial Work. ... 1 

- Active in Indian Missions ...... 12 Business .... ""." _.................. 2 
Missionary to the Jews .......... 1 Continuing Education .... 13 
Teachers .................... . ... 3 Domestics ... 13 
Social Service & Missions.. 2 Nursing ...... .._ ........ 5 

The Institute has five full-time teachers: Rev. D. H. Walters, presi
dent; Rev. ]. H. Schaal, Faculty Secretary and Dean of Men; Miss 
Johanna Timmer, Dean of Women and Registrar; Miss Nella Mierop, 
teacher of lV1 usic; and Miss Katie Gunnink, a graduate of Calvin Col
lege and of our Institute, who is teacher, librarian, and secretary of 
our Correspondence work. Two ,other full-time workers are Miss 
Katie Brouwer, dormitory house-mother, and Miss Sarah Fredricks, 
our clerk Part-time instructors are Rev. L. Oostendorp, who teaches 
Church History; Mr. M. De V roome, who instructs in First Aid; and 
Mr. A. Huisjen, from Chicago, who gives a course in Jewish Missions. 

The present equipment of our Institute includes two attractive dor
mitories, accommodating fifty girlS, and our beautiful· administration 
building with spacious campus at 1869 Robinson Road, S.E., Grand 
Rapids. 

The school is run on a very economical basis .employing much stu
dent help, and maintaining only one dining rOom for all dormitorians. 
As reported previously, the purchase of the Robinson Road property, 
was a conservative move. the whole transaction called for an expen
diture of less than. half of our building estimate of a few years ago, 
and besides, we would never have built so palatial a structure or se
cured so fine a campus. Our total indebtedness on all our property 
amounts to $8,500.00. 

Thanks to Synod's repeated recommendation, we may report that 
nearly all of our 322 Christian Reformed Churches have contributed 
to this cause. Our Reformed Bible Institute Association is patterned 
after our Christian School societies. Its organization is nationwide. 
Its membership approximates 3,000 members. The Association does 
not employ an' agent to collect gifts for the school. \Ve reach all our 
supporters by means of our Institute Quarterly, and, all prospective 
contributors by means of an annual circular. In this way the expense 
of .promotion work is kept down to a minimum. 

IL there is a!ly other information which the brethren of Synod 
would like to receive concerning the Institute, the Rev. H. J. Kuiper, 
who attends most of the sessions of Synod, will be glad to give it. 
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The school is open every day from 8 :00 A.M. to 5 :00 P.M. and we 
cordially invite the delegates to Synod who have the desire and the 
time to 'see bur administration building and dormitories. 

We hereby kindly request Synod to again recommend the Reformed 
Bible Institute to our churches fOT, their moral, financial, and prayer
ful support. 

Sincerely yours in His service, 

THE REFORMED BIBLE INSTITUTE BOARD 
MRS. E. Y. MONSMA, Secretars 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 35 
(Art. 60) 

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church 
convening in Grand Rapids, Mich" htne, 1950. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

389 

YOUR "Historical Committee" reports that the "Minutes of the 
. Classis Holland (1848-1858)" of the HoIland,Reformed Chnrch 

which were Qut of print for some time, are again available, and can 

. be ordered from the Eerdmans Publishing Company. Our committee 

took the responsibility for the republication at the suggestion of the 

publishing firm. , 
H. J. VAN ANDEL, S ecrelary 



.. 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 36 
(Art. 100) 

MISSION SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

A NENT the following schedule, a few comments are in order. Our 
. present plan calls for a three-year cycle of the complete Bible. 

two years of Old Testament material, and one year of New Testament. 
The schedule for 1951 below, consists of the New Testament stories, 
which will be followed in 1952 (cf the lesson for the last Sunday of 
1951) by Genesis and the rest of the Old Testament. 

The sequence is continuous, unlike a previous plan which alternated 
Testaments every six months. This variation proved to be confusing, 
and was therefore abandoned. The only exception that is made pres
ently to strict chrono16gy is, obviously, recognition of such special 
Sundays as Easter and Christmas. 

Your committee would like to recommend to those who will teach 
these lessons the use, during the 1951 series, of such a book as Boett
ner's Summary of the Gospels, and other helpful harmonies. 

Your comrf)ittee wants to acknowledge helpful suggestions that were 
made to us by various mission Sunday-school teachers and those who 
write the lesson explanations. We invite the continuation of these 
.comments in order that OUf mutual efforts in this· particular Kingdom 
project may be increasingly effective. 

Jan. 7 
Jan. 14 
Jan. 21 
Jan. 28 
Feb. 4 
Feb. 11 
Feb. 18 
Feb. 25 
Mar. 4 
Mar. 11 

Mar. 18 

Respectfully sub';'itted, 

The Wise Men - Matt. 2. 

REV. HENRY VERDUIN 

REV. ROLF VEENSTRA 

REY. LAMBERTUS VAN LAAR 

MR. ANDREW VANDER VEER 

Mrss KATIE GUNl-lINK 

A Visit to the Temple - Luke 2 :40-52. 
The Baptlsm of Jesus - Mark 1 i Matt. 3; Luke 3. 
Jesus and the First Disciples - John 1:19-51. 
Jesus' First Miracle - John 2:1-12. 
Jesus and Nicodemus - John 2: 13-21-
Jesus and the Samaritan Woman - John 4:1-42. 
The Nobleman's Son - John 4:43-54. 
A Preaching Tour - Mark 1 j Matt. 9; Luke 5. 
Jesus Condemned - Mark 15 :1-19; Matt. 27 :1-30; Luke 23 :1-25; 
John 18:28-40; 19:1-16. 
The Crucifixion - Mark 15:20-41; Matt. 27:31-56; Luke 23:26_-
49; John 19 :16-30. 



Mar. 25 
Apr. 1 
Apr. 8 
Apr. 15 

Apr. 22 

Apr. 29 

May 6 
May 13 
May 20 

May 27 

June 3 
June 10 

June 17 
Jlme 24 
July 1 
July 8 
July 15 
July 22 

July 29 

. Aug. 5 

Aug. 12 

Aug. 19 

Aug. 26 

Sept. 2 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 30 

Oct. 7 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 28 

Nov. 4 
Nov. 11 
Nov. 18 
Nov. 25 

·Dec. 2 
Dec. 9 
Dec. 16 
Dec. 23 
Dec. 30 
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The Resurrection - Mark 16; Matt. 28; Luke 24; John 20. 
Jesus and the Man at Bethesda - John 5. 
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Jesus Restores and Raises from the Dead _. Luke 7:1-17. 
Feeding the Five Thousand - Mark 6:1-44; Luke 9; Matt. 14; 
John 6:1-13. 
Jesus Walks on the Water-Mark 6:45-66; Matt. 14:1-12; John 
6:14-7l. 
The Syro-Phoenician Woman - Mark 7:24-39; M,att. 15:21-28 . . 

The Ascension - Acts 1. 
The Coming of the Holy Spirit - Acts 2. 
The Transfiguiation - Mark 9:2-29; Matt. 17:1-20; Luke 9: 
28-43. 
The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant - Matt. 18 :15-35. 

The Man Born Blind - John 9. 
Parable of the Good Samaritan (Mary and Martha) - Luke 
10:25-37. 
Parables of the Lost Sheep, Coin, and Son - Luke 15. 
Pa:vable of the Rich Man and Lazarus - Luke 16 :19-31. 

Jesus Raises Lazarus - John 11. 
Jesus and the Rich Young Ruler-Luke 18:18-30; 35-43. 
Zaccheus - Luke 19 :1-28. 
The Triumphal Entry - Mark 11:1-11; Matt. 21:1-17; Luke 19: 
29-44; John 12:12-19. -
Parable of the Ten Virgins - Matt. 25 :1-13. 

The Feast at Simon the Leper-Mark 14:1-9; Matt. 26:1-3; 
John 12 :1-11. 
The Last Supper -Mark 14:12-31; Matt. 26:14-35; Luke 22: 
3-38; John 13 :1-30. 
Gethsemane and Arrest-Mark 14:26-42; Matt. 26:30-46; Luke 
22:39-46; John 18:1-14. 
The Denials of Peter - Mark 14:15-72; Matt. 26:57-75; Luke 
22:54-62; John 18:15-27. 

By the Sea of Galilee - John 2l. 
Peter and John '\Vi,tness for Jesus -_ Acts 3, 4. 
Ananias and Sapphira - Acts 5. 
Stephen Stoned - Acts 7. 
Philip and the Eunuch - Acts 8. 

Saul's Conversion - Acts 9. 
Peter and Cornelius - Acts 10. 
Peter in Prison - Acts 12. 
Paul at Lystra - Acts 13, 14:8-28. 

Paul at Philippi - Acts 16 
Paul at Ephesus - Acts 19. 
Paul Captured in Jerusalem - Acts 21. 
Paul Sent to Felix by Night - Acts 23. 

Paul Shipwrecked - Acts 27. 
Paul in Rome - Acts 28. 
Zacharias' and Elisabeth - Luke 1: 5-25. 
The Birth of J eSllS - Luke 2 :26-80. 
The Creation - Gen. 1, 2. 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 37 
(Art. 145) 

DELEGATES TO THE CONVENTION OF NATIONAL, 
ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS 

To the Synod of 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

THE undersigned were appointed to attend the 1950 Convention 
of the National Association of Evangelicals. This convention was 

held April 18-21, 1950, in Indianapolis, Indiana. It appears that the 
crucial question of membership of the Christian Reformed Church in 
the N.A.E., tabled by the Synod of 1949, will again be discnssed at 
the Synod of 1950, in the light of the report of Synod's study com
mittee (d. Acts, 1949, pp. 23, 24). VVe therefore commend the fol
lowing report to the very seriou~ consideration of the delegates to 
Synod. 

The statement of faith of the N.A.E. is as follows: 
"All 'Voting delegates are required to subscribe without" reservation 

to the N .A.E. Statement of Faith as follows: 
1. We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only infallible au

thoritative Word of God. 
2. We believe that there is one God, eternally existent in three Per

sons :, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
3. We believe in the Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin 

birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and aton
ing death through His shed blood, in His bodily' resurrection, in His 
ascension to the right hand of the Father, and in His personal return' 
in power and glory. 

4. We believe that for the salvation of lost and sinful man regen
eration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential. 

5. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose 
indwelling the Christian is enabled to live a godly life. 

6. We believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the lost; 
they that are saved unto the resurrection of life and they that are lost 
unto the resurrection of damnation. 

7. We believe in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

Your delegates sought to cover the convention as .completely as· 
possible, attending all the public sessions, and dividing the commis
sions among- themselves so as to arrive at a thorough understanding 
of the work of the convention. 
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The 1950 convention \vas a crucial convention with resp~ct to the 
possibility of Christian Reformed participation. The qnestioIl ·of a 
program of evangelism to be carried on by the N.A.E. was fought 
out at this convention from .beginning to end. The result makes plain 
that when the N.A.E. speaks of united witness, it does not have in 
xnind this kind of witness, which is repugnant to our principles. One 
element among the delegates was ·determined to induce the N.A.E. to 
associate itself intimately with the Billy Graham revivals now being 
conducted. When this element saw that unequivocal participation in 
this revival campaign was .impossible, it proposed compromise meas
ures which would partially achieve that goal. But even these com
promise meaSures were soundly defeated. The N.A.E.'s original posi
tion, not to engage as a body in an evangelistic campaign, was left un
changed by the 1950 convention. 

We ~ay therefore make a few observations. In a very real sense, 
the revivalists shot their bolt at the 1950 convention. The circum
stances favoring their plea were never more favorable, and ,probably 
never will be. Everything that might be accomplished by impassioned 
pleading arid personal pressure was' tried. Precisely because of the 
defeat of this determined effort, the Christian Reformed Church may 
feel assured that the N.A.E. is not going in the direction of independ
ent evangelistic campaigns. 

The N.A.E. is still a comparatively young organization, in the for
mative stage. In the heat of the recent conve:p.tion, its character be
came more apparent, and emerged as mm'c a.cceptable to the Christian 
Reformed Church than it was before. The independent elements who 
wish the N.A.E. to perform fat them the function of a denomination 
suffered a distinct defeat; so much so that one independent member, who 
had been associated with the movement from the first, left the con-

, vention and resigned from the Association. The stable' denominational 
elements are showing their strength and coming to' the fore. 

The idea sometimes expressed, that the Christian Reformed delee 
gates are useful only as a restraining element, is erroneous. If their 
position were contrary to the ruling opinion of the Board of Adminis
tration, their cause would certainly have been lost at this convention. 
As a matter of fact, members of the Board of Administration repeat
edly reassured our delegates that their misgivings were groundless, 
and that the measures so undesireable to them would certainly not pass. 

We shall not attempt to give a complete report on the excellent 
speeches and commission reports which were presented. We must, 
however, mention a few important considerations on- which new light 
w:as shed at this convention. There is something wrong with the rea
soning: Fundamentalists have no social message; the N.A.E. is com
posed of Fundamentalists; therefore the N.A.E. has no social message. 
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Two units in particular, the office of public affairs in Washington, 
D. C., and the Commission on Christian Liberty, did yeOluan service 
in areas of social action where the voice of 'the Christian Reformed 
Church was hardly heard. Through these agencies, the evangelical 
position was represented on such questions' as the resign~tion of the 
Vatican envoy, Mr. Myron C. Taylor, military aid ·to a foreign mis~ 
sionary in danger of mob violence, a protest against the stoning of 
Protestants in Italy, liquor advertising, a reply to the Pope's invita
tion to Protestants to rejoin the Roman Catholic Church, and many 
other matters. ,Government officials have commented that the resolu
tions of the N .A.E. on various social matters have marked the first 
time the voice of evangelical Protestantism has been heard on many 
of these matters. This is a' distinct service, in which the il1fluenc~ of 
Modernists, Catholics, and Jews is contested. It is also, iin a sense, a 
united witness, but a witness which has in no way compromised the 
position of the Christian Reformed Church. 

There is no question that the N .A.E. needs us, and that we need 
the N.A.E. The only question is which needs the other more. Through 
such contact as this, we gain stimulation with respect to social ques
tions on which we have thought hazily, if at all. We need such stimu
lation; and it may be remarked in passitlg that the utterances of the 
N .A.E. are no more negative than our own. 

We may give -as well as receive inspiration. Although the direct 
channels would not be easily traced, it is unquestionable that Christian 
Reformed influence was felt in the recognition of the need of a Chris-

. tian philosophy of education. We look forward to the publication of 
the work of the N.A.E. Commission. on a Christian Philosophy of 
Education. This will appear in the form of a book, Christian Educa
tion in a Democracy, to be published by the Oxford University Press 
early in 1951. It is impossible, of course, to evaluate this book befon 
it appears. But it has been hailed by professional critics, and has been 
accepted for publication by the Oxford University Press without any 
financial obligations on the part of the N .A.E. This is a triumph for 
the N.A.E., in which OUf church shares. Whether or not it is the last 
word, the caUSe of Christian education is advanced by such work as 
this. 

The speeches developed the general theme of the convention, "God's 
Word for God's "'[arid." The penetrating analyses of the foes of 
revealed truth and the keen consciousness of the need for self-exami
nation and growth by evangelical Protestantism are profitable subjects 
for our own study. All evangelical Christians, regardless of their 
backgrounds and' emphases, may profit from the hearing or reading 
of such speeches as were presented to the 1950 convention. 

To mention hut one more consideration, the field of international 
cooperation is definitely not closed to the N .A.E. The claims of some 
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other evangelical groups to have developed this cooperation are exag
gerated. Throughout the world, evangelicals are watching develop
ments, to see whether the N.A.E. can provide a suitable vehicle for 
cooperation. The Reformed Ecumenical Synod)s studying the N.A.E." 
and the r.c.c.c. (International Council of Christian Churc\les) in 
this respect and will report to the various member churches. We 'would 
do well to withhold judgment until this report is available. 

The accomplishments herein listed are only a small part of what 
has been done by the N.A.E. at the 1950 convention and in the preced
ing year. The, accomplishments are of such a magnitude as to pre
clude complete listing here. We trust, however, that these are suffi
cient to give a fair idea of the observations and activities of your dele
gates to the N.A.E. convention. 

Recommendations: 
Your delegates unhesitatingly and ul)animallsly recommend the fol-

lowing: . 
1. That Synod continue our membership in the N .A.E. 
2. That our churches be asked to remember the N.A.E. by contri

buting one offering a year. 
3. That Synod appoint delegates to the 1951 convention. 

Hnmbly submitted, 
HENRY BAKER 

J. H. KRoMMINGA 

JOHN LUCHIES 

RICHARD DE RIDDER 

RALPH J. DANHOF (ex-officio) 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. ·38 
(Art. 121) , 

CHAPLAIN COMMITTEE 

To the Synod of 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN lN CHRIST: 

W E HAVE the Chaplaincy still with us. Both the churches and 
the nation are inclined to "forget the continuing need of this es

sential service in time of peace. How many of us are aware that the 
United States now has .the largest peacetime armed force in its his
tory. In its entirety-Army, Navy and Air Force-it totals up to 
nearly. 1,550,000 men and women, five times as large as in anyone 
year between the ·first and second World War. This means that large 
proportions of our young manhood are in military service. Of this 
total a full third is under 21 years, voting age, and almost two-thirds 
are under 25 years of age, while of these over 40% are still in the age 
Xroup of 17-21. About 30%, mostly officers and non-commissioned 
officers, are married and carry the responsibility of the training and 
welfare of the 70% of the younger, unmarried servicemen. 

The nation's vast Department of National Defense faces the stu
pendous task of housing, clothing, feeding, providing medical and 
dental care, and of training for modern warfare such a sizeable part 
of its citizenry. 

The social and_ spiritual needs of the Service Men and "Vomen 
present no small additional problem. Everyone in the service, married 
or unmarried, comes in, or remains in, as a human being with all hu
man needs and relationships in the soul as "ven as in (he body_ To 
meet these needs special services are provided, such as, Post Ex
changes and Ship Stores, Service Clubs with Cafeterias and recrea
tional facilities, sport ,arenas and Theaters, etc. Besides all these, 
neighboring communities help to furnish entertainment, although 
often of a kind that debauches the body and debases the souL 

, The Chaplaincy is the only special ministry directly responsible for 
the care of souls and the spiritual interests of military personnel. That 
is a large oi'der in peacetime as well as in time of war. The Chap
laincy does not have the place of pre-eminence that it ought to have 
as representative of the highest and eternal interests of men in every 
station or vocation in life, This reflects the flagrant, currcnt secular
ism that pervades and perverts standards of value by which life is 
measured in this modern machine age. The things of the spirit that 
pertain to the life and the world to come are at a discount while the 
things of the flesh and tl,e temporalities of this world are at a pre-
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mium. The Chaplaincy must labor under this initial handicap, but its 
work becomes all the more necessary on account of it. 

Present Status of the Chaplaincy. 
At the meeting of the General Commission on Chaplains held April 

20 official data on the number of chaplains at present serving in the 
various branches of the .nation's military establishment 'was reported 
by the respective Chiefs of Chaplains. 

Chaplain Roy H. Parker, Chief of Chaplains, U: S. Army, stated 
that there are 738 Army Chaplains on active duty, of which 531 are 
U. S. Army Reserve, 190 Regular Army and the remainder National 
Guard components. There are 301 serving in overseas installations, 
15 of whom are patients or awaiting separation under various cir~ 
cumstances. 

The need for chaplains on active duty is not expected to show a 
marked increase in the foreseeable future. From now through the 
end of next year, 1951, the Corps will require approximately 150 new 
chaplains, of which the Protestant quota will be about 100. A new 
Officers Reserve Corps program was put into effect last April which 
also off"rs opportunity for training Reserve Chaplains. The Chap
lain School now offers a four-week basic course for new chaplains, 
an Associate Basic Course for Reserve Chaplains not on' active duty, 
and three graduate courses, each lasting one month for field grade 
chaplains. These courses include chaplain administration, pulpit, radio 
and television techniques, counseling, worship, and religious education. 

There are now also special courses for Chaplains' Enlisted Assist-· 
\ants. 

The Character Guidance Program seeks to develop a personal sense 
of moral and spiritual responsibility in the individual soldier. In this 
program the Chaplain is one of the key-men. In the Chaplain House 
Lectures visual aid is employed. The Army Signal Corps produces 
motion pictures expressly for the Chaplains' Corps. The first of these, 
"From Whence Cometh My Help" has been cleared for television and 
for use by church and other civilian organizations. The second, 
"The Soldier ,and his Religion" is nearing completion. Thirteen addi
tipnal film, strips are in preparation. 

The Chaplain's contribution to this program of character and morale 
building must ever remain that of "rightly handling the WORD OF 
GOD." 

Chaplain Stanton W. Salisbury, Chief of Chaplains, Dept. of the 
Navy, surveyed the field of the Navy Chaplains chiefly from the point 
of view of a recent tour of inspection to the far East. He paid tribute 
to the faithful ministry of these servants of God not only for naval 
personnel in the far_ flung installations but in missionary projects 
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among the natives as weI). General MacArthur has favored and pro
moted this policy and program. Many of our Chaplains are semi
missionaries. This is also true of chaplains in the Army and Air Force 
stationed in these regions, our own Chaplain Dick J. Oostenink among 
them. For example, as reported by Chaplain Salisbury, "At Sangley 
Point, P. I., we met the first example of the spirit of cooperatio.n which 
exists between our service chaplains and the local native Christian 
Churches. The Navy has two stations on these islands and at both of 
them the Chaplains not only carryon their work in the Naval com
munity but are also the English pastors for the native chnrches just 
outside the gate. This has made for very excellent relations between 
the United States and the Philippines. All of the chaplains in this 
area carry a heavy schedule in connection with their own Naval sta
tion but find it very rewarding to take part' in this missionary effort." 

Thus the chaplaincy brings the ministration of 'reconciliation with 
God, and with it also the message of peace and goodwill among men 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, the Fountain Head of all lasting peace 
betweep God and men, and man and his fellowmen. 

Chaplain Charles I. Carpenter, Chief of Chaplains, Dept. of the 
Air Force, stressed the need of maintaining high quality standards in 
the personnel, equipment and program of the chaplaincy. Believing 
that Synod is interested in this emphasis, your Committee cites the 
minutes on Chaplain Carpenter's report to the General Commission: 

"Chaplain Carpenter reported that coverage of chaplains was given 
in all installations in the Far East regardless of whether in the Army, 
Navy, Of Air Force. Coverage was being given on the basis of need 
rather than on the basis of service assignment, the spirit of unifica
tion was definitely being carried out in the chaplaincy, and the eco
nomical use of chaplain personnel has been applied and worked out 
most effectively. Chaplain Carpenter gave several illustrations of ef
fective coverage of the various faiths regardless of which faith was 
doing it. It was his opinion that the opportunities of religious Wor
ship were 'being given most creditably to the personnel in the Far East. 

"Regarding property and facilities, the chapels and buildings as
signed for the utilization of the chaplains were ample, beautiful, and 
numerous and could be used with pride by civilian chufches here in 
the United States. Commanding officers took pride in seeing that their 
command has good bnildings and facilities for the chaplains. He was 
satisfied that the chaplains were being given everything which could 
be nsed. 

"Chaplain Carpenter said the military services in the Far East are 
trying to give the servicemen every opportunity for good, clean, health
ful activities. Rest centers, recreational equipment, service clubs, ath
letic programs, librarie's, swimming pools, etc., are all good. He be.-
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lieves that any boy of 17 or 18 with the proper home trammg can 
have just as good a time and stay just as straight as anywhere. If the 
home training of the 17 and 18 year aIds had been better, there 
wouldn't be any trouble with them overseas or at ,home. 

"Religious education emphasis was exceptional. Sunday schools had 
three or four hundred youngsters with volunteer teachers coming from 
everywhere. In Hawaii they had set up a training course for teachers / 
and 'had brought in from the universities individuals who were train
ing those teachers in youth psychology and teaching methods on the 
basis of age groups. 

"Chaplain Carpenter believes there needs to be continued emphasis 
on spiritual calling as perhaps it is a failing in civilian communities 
as it is in the military communities. He asked for continued emphasis 
from the denominations on the necessity of being pastors. 

"Additional duties of chaplains were unusual such as choirs, glee 
clubs, and cooperation with service clubs, planning of trips to points 
of historical interest, etc. . 

"There is a constant need to keep emphasizing that chaplains keep 
cognizant of their high calling and their duty as ministers. He asked 
that denominations writing their chaplains to please emphasize that 
point; to call their attention to the fact that if they do not minister in 
the name of Jesus Christ, nobody ministers. When the spiritual min
istry is muffed by the chaplain, it does not find someone else who 
carries it. It is a definite necessity that these men be kept constantly 
reminded they are spiritual ministers and should keep that ministry 
high in their thinking. 

"The type of manpower that is released by the churches for the chap
laincy must be the best the denominations have. It has to be conscien
tiously chosen and of a high caliber. 

"The Air Material Command made a study recently of property, 
equipment, and salaries of assistants and chaplains, and there was de
tennined that in one command of the Air Force there is a basic in
vestment of $35,000 in every chaplain and an annual expense of 
$14,000 for every chaplain. That puts them in a $50,000 a year classi
fication. Churchmen may ask does this man represent the type of fel
low to which we want to entrust an investment of $50,000 a year. 

"A release of chaplains in the Air Force is taking place now and 
will continue. All men who cannot get in twenty years of service (if 
they came into the service after 40 years of age) are being released 
by the Air Force at the completion of this particular service tour. 
These men will be released - not with any question of their ability
but their inability to make a 20 year tenn. 

"The Air Force is short of chaplains. There is need for 80 to 90 
chaplains. They are not putting restraint .on denominations, and will 
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take whatever denomination is given them. With reserve ,chaplains on 
duty they will not insist on denominational quotas. In Regular chap
lains they will hav~ to." 

Chaplain Donald C. Bea.tty, Assistant Director of the VA Chap
laincy Service, ~eported for the Chaplaincy of the~ Veterans' Adminis
tration. Chaplain A. J. Kelway resigned the directorship on the ad
vice of physicians and Chaplain Edward A. McDonough was appoint
ed director as of April 1. 

There are nOw 241 full-time chaplains on duty in 135 hospitals. 
Six chaplains in administrative or supervisory work, and 230 part-time 
chaplains. Of the full-time chaplains the breakdown is: 167 Protes
tants from 24 denominations, 70 Roman Catholics and 4 Jewish; of 
the part-time 84 are Protestants, 98 Catholic and 48 Jewish. One 
chaplain is provided for every hospital of ISO beds or more, with ad
ditional chaplains in an approximate ratio of I to 500 patients. 

Chaplain Beatty presented the real significance of the Chaplaincy 
Service in the VA as resting in the intangible~ "One cannot count the 
value of the chaplain's ministry to the critically ill patient. No figures 
tell the story of the day by day guidance and support that our chap
plains bring to those who may be traveling through the valley of the 
shadow of death. How does one, calculate the service of consolation 
to relatives of critically ill, or add tip, in figures or graphs, the per
sonal conferences' with those who, faced with pain, loneliness or an
xiety, talk out their troubles with the chaplain?" 

Add to this the regular ministration of the word and the sacraments in 
Sunday and weekday services, and the full value and scope of this 
specialized Chaplaincy Service in behalf of the many thousands of 
disabled veterans becomes clear to us. 

None of the Chaplain Chiefs expressed the need of denominational 
procurement of more chaplains at this time, although there is a con
tinuing need for replacements in some measur~. The government, 
however, is aware of the need that would immediately arise for addi
tional personnel in the Chaplaincy in the event of another war. Plans 
for meeting this need are being made and the General Commission 
also has a special National Emergency Committee considering steps to 
be taken in meeting such an emergency. Our churches too must be 
prepared to participate in renewed sharing of its ministry, as well as 
of its sons and daughters, with the nation, should the fateful hour of 
a fighting -war strike once again. Only a repentance and turning unto 
God and unto His Son· on a national and int~rnational scale can avert' 
the divine judgment and the fiery indignation for which the world in 
its godlessness and corruption is fast ripening. 
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Chaplains Dick f. Ooslenin!" fr., imd Elton f .. Holtrop. 
Your Chaplain Committee has again given the annual Ecclesiastical 

Denominational Endorsement to the two representatives of our Chris
tian Reformed Church in the U. S. Chaplaincy, the former in the 
Army and the latter in the Veterans' Administration. 

The Synod of 1949 instructed your Committee to arrange between 
the Consistory of Newton, N. J., and Chaplain Dick J. Oostenink, Jr., 
that the ministerial credentials of' the Chaplain continue to' reside with 
the Newton Consistory. The grounds for this synodical instruction 
were: 

a. "It is the la,test congregatio~ which Chaplain Oostenink has 
served. 

b. It is not unusual that the min'isterial credentials of a minister 
reside with a different congregation than the certificate of mem
bership." Acts, 1949, p. 33. 

Both parties have concurred in this action of Synod. 
A letter received from Chaplain Oostenink a few months ago was 

published in The Banner of April 21, 1950. After serving some nine 
months in Korea. he was transferred to Hawaii last July and joined 
there by his family in August. He writes: "Besides our regular wor
ship services, counseling, lecturing, and pastoral calling, we have the 
supervision of the Post Sunday School with an attendance of 250. 
Each Sunday evening we have our Youth Christian Fellowship, which 
corresponds very closely to the,youth activities of your civilian churches. 
To say that we enjoy this work is expressing it mildly. The oppoliuni
ties for Christian services with these people, drawn from every sector 
of our great country, and most of the ichurches of Protestantism, 
definitely present a challenge so great that it is our plan to remain in 
the chaplaincy as long as possible. It is expected that in June we will 
be transferred to Tripier Hospital near Honolulu, which again offers 
marvelous opportunities for witnessing to the saving power of our 
Christ. Your interest in and prayers for the work of the chaplains 
are requested, even as we remember you back home in our prayers." 

Chaplain Elton J. Holtrop is conducting a ·rich and varied ministry 
among the hospitalized Veterans in the VA Hospital at Tomah, Wis. 
He is living at home with his family in Tomah and. enjoys his busy 
ministry which offers countless opportunities for the comfort and care 
of men's souls while their bodies are in distress. 

The VA Director encourages close relations and contacts between 
its Chaplains and their home churches, including attendance at their 
church assemblies. We are happy to have the Rev. Chaplain Elton J. 
Holtrop present at this Synod i'nd bespeak for him the privilege of 
briefly addressing your honorable body at a time convenient fo Synod. 
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General Commission, on Chaplains. 
The Commission meets semi-annually, in the spring and in the fall 

of the year, in its fine old mansion, The Chaplain Memorial Bnilding, 
reconstructed and modernized, located at 122 Maryland Ave., N .E., 
a block or two from the nation's Capitol. Bishop Charles W. Flint 
(Methodist) is the new Chairman and Mr. Thomas A. Rymer is the 
full-time Director. He resides in the Home of the Commission and 
is in charge of its maintenance. To his manifold duties there was re
cently added the editorship of the two monthly publications, "The 
Chaplain" with 5,000 circulation, and liThe Link" with a circulation 
of 55,000 copies per month. The publication expenses connected with 
the two magazines constitute the ,main items in the Budget of the Com
mission. Out of a total Budget for 1949 of $58,458.88 our denomina
tional Quota amounted to $159.84. 

A special Committee of the General Commission has studied and 
evaluated the war-time Service Men's Christian League and has pro
posed the formation of "The Protestant Fellowship" for youth in the 
armed forces and recommended that January 1, 1951, be set as the 
date for initiating this program. 

Chaplain retreats, conferences and visitation' were again conducted 
by' representative ministers under auspices of the Commission. Vari
ous matters pertaining to the better recognition of the chaplaincy and 
the welfare of the chaplains were taken up with the proper depart
ment heads in Washington by committees appointed by the Commis
sion. In each of the Military Corps the Chaplaincy should have full 
equality and coordination of status with the other branches of ser
vice. This is not yet the case, although the situation is improving, and 
has bettered considerably since the first world war. This must be 
credited first of all to the vigilance and pleading of the General Com
mission on Chaplains. 

Financial Report. 
Your Committee, according to the instructions of the Synod of 1949, 

has purchased bonds for the church building at Washington, D. c., to 
the amount of $4,000.00. Our Chaplain Fund, however, 'should not 
be depleted for other causes since your Committee has no further in
come and may face mounting expenditures in case' new war emergen
cies should arise. 

We commend our Chaplains, and all other Chaplains who proclaim 
the true Gospel of the crucified and risen Redeemer, to the continued 
interest and prayers of our churches. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE CHAPLAIN COMMITTEE, 

J. M. GHYSELS, President 
J. M. VANDE KIEFT, Secretary 
E. 'BOEVE, Treasurer 
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CHAPLAIN FUND OF THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 

MAY 21, 1949 TO MAY 10, 1950 
Balance - May 21, 1949 .............................................................•........ $3,249.59 

RECEIPTS 
Vogel Cen.ter Chr. Ref. Church. __________ ....... ___ ............... __ ' ......... __ .. __ _ 
Sale of U. S. Government Bonds, Series 'IF" .. __ . __ ...... ____ .. ___ . __ . __ . __ ..... ___ _ 
Interest Realized on Above Bonds .............. ___ .......... __ .... __ ....... ______ .. "' __ "_ 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Purchase of Bonds of Washington, D. C. Church. ___ .... _._.$4,OOO.OO 
Publications for Chaplain Oostenink. ___ ..................... __ ....... 18.14 
Traveling Expenses .. ___ ...... __ ............. ___ .............. ___ .. __ ... _.......... 203.50 
Gifts ............................................... , ......................... .( ........ ,...... 20.00 
Safe Deposit Box Rent............................................................ 6.00 
General Commission on Army an~ Navy Chaplains........ 142.21 

Balance - May 10, 1950 .................................... . 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church. 
GENTLEMEN: 

4.15 
1,85.0.44 

67.50 

$5,171.24 

$4,389.85 

$ 781.39 

Pursuant to the request of the Treasurer of the Chaplain Fund. of the 
Christian Reformed Church, I have made an examination of the records 
thereof for the period May 21, 1949 to May 10, 1950 and submit herewith a 
statement of receipts and disbursements coinciding with the above dates. 
The cash records were verified with the bank statements and the dis
bursements were found to be supported by proper requests and paid checks. 

An examination of the investments indicated ownership of the follow-
ing securities: . 

Washington, D. C" Christian Reformed Church callable 
Bonds, par value ......................................................... ~: ......... $4,OOO.OO 

.D. S. Government'Bonds, Series F, maturity value .............. 4,250.00 
During the period U. S. Government Series F Bonds in the amount of 

$1,850.00 cost value were liquidated to provide sufficient cash to purchase 
the Washington Church bqnds. Interest of $67.50. ,vas realized on the 
sale of the Government bonds. The bonds owned were verified by phys
ical inspection and are held in safe keeping at the Citizens First National 
Bank & Trust Co., Ridgewood, N. J. 

Respectfully submitted, 
U. G. TAYLOR, C.P.A. 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 39 
(Arts. 121, 157) 

CANADIAN RELIEF FUND 

To the Synod of 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

T HE diaconate Of the Chatham Consistory. has the honor to submit 
to you the following report covering the year 1948, 1949, until 

. May 1, 1950: 

It was in the fall of 1948 that the Chatham consistory was asked 
to be the distribution center for needy immigrants as to clothing and 
money. At first it served chiefly to distribute clothing to those centers 
who asked for help. As money came in this too was dist1:ibuted as 
need arose especially in case of hospit~lization. 

In the year 1949 it became necessary to write various churches and 
organizations to send clothing directly to needy centers since the cus
toms officials in Chatham were no longer willing to send through such 
large amounts of clothing to Chatham alone though it was made clea. 
to them that this was distribllted over all of Canada. 

The amount as to clothing (used) received and sent out is not re
ported since this would be rather difficult to do, but a financial report 
of moneys received and paid out is herewith submitted. 

The Synod of 1949 also mandated that transportation expenses, for 
needy immigrants to the place of worship, be paid from this fund on 
a mileage basis (see art. 118 of Acts of 1949). Our diaconate has 
paid this expense since Jan.' I, 1950, from the fund for Canadian 
Relief. 

'vVe are indeed grateful that we can report this fund for Canadian 
Relief to be in good condition. A balance is on hand of $5,825.96 as 
of May 1,1950. Since Jan. 1, 1950, we have paid out of this fund 
$1,401.57 for transportation. However, it would be well, if our dia
,onates bear in mind that this will be considerably higher in the months 
to come since new immigrants have been coming this Spring and are 
still· coming. It is particularly these who will need transportation. 
Very few of those who came last year need transportation. So too 
relief will again be considerably higher with this new influx especially 
toward fall and winter. 

May we take this opportunity to thank all our churches, organiza
tions, or individuals' who have helped this worthy cause and extended 
a helping hand toward the needy immigrants here in Canada. May 
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we urge you to continue sending funds since our expenses will Ill

crease and hence the nice balance on hand will soon be gone. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Diaconate . of the Chatham Consistory 
HA'.RM RIEPMA, Treasurer 

CANADIAN RELIEF ACCOUNT 
RECEIPTS 

Balance on hand January 1, 1949 ....... : .................................................... $ 873.62 
Total Receipts, Churches and Individuals .................... ; ...................... 7,587.98 

$8,461.60 
, DISBURsEMEN'rs 

To Immigrant Churches for the Poor .................................................. $2,353.73 
For .. Hospital Bills ................................... :.................................... . .. 2,229.82 

$4,583.55 
Balance on hand January 1" 1950 ..................................... :............. . .... 3,878.05 

Audited by JOliN BOSVELD a'nd W. SLUYS. 

$8,461.60 
H. RIEPMA" Treasurer. 

NOTE: A complete itemized list of receipts and disbursements is in ,the 
file of the Stated Clerk. 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 40 
(Art. 146) 

FAITH, PRAYER, AND TRACT LEAGUE 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, 
convened in Grand Rapids, Mich., June, 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

As YOUR representative to the Faith, Prayer and Tract League, 
. it affords me great satisfaction to be able to report that the Lord 

has richly blessed the humble efforts of this organization during the 
past year. 

God enables us to speak of new records having been set. More than 
a million Silent Evangelists have been sent throughout the world this 
year. A million and a half new tracts have been printed and more 
than $5,000 in the form of donations has been received. Hundreds of 
organizations and individuals seemingly afe becoming more aware of 
the potential power and blessings which can be derived, by the grace 
of God, through the distribution of tracts to the unsa+ed. Future in, 
creased interest and the willingness of our people to avail themselves 
of every opportunity to enlarge upon the ministry of the printed page, 
gives us much hope for the year which lies ahead. 

As your representative I also wish to make reference to my first im
pressions of this organization. I admire the efficiency with which the 
business of this organization is handled. Running expenses are held 
at a minimum, office headquarters are very modest, routine details are 
all handled by the able manager: Mr. J. S. Brondsema, and a splendid 
spirit of faith and confidence is shown by all of its directors. 

We humbly request that Synod recommend this work to our peo
ple for continued moral and financial support which in the past has 
been so splendidly given and so very much appreciated. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. KEUNING 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1949 

Balance on hand January 1, 1949 .............................. _ ......................... $ 1,363.65 
RECEIPTS 

Sale of Tracts .......... _ ..... _ .................... _._ ....... _ ............. _ .... $ 
Donations ..................... _ ........ _ ................................ _._ ..... __ 
Membership Fees _ ........................................................ . 
Miscellaneous ................................................. __ .. __ . __ .. __ ..... . 

5,471.84 
5,505.94 

246.00 
2.88 $ 11,226.66 

$ 12,590.31 
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DISBURSEMENTS 
Printing ... _ ........................................ _ .... __ ....... ___ .. ___ .. $ 
Advertising . __ .... _ ... ___ ..... ___ .... __ ... _ ... __ ..... . 
Supplies ..... __ .. __ . __ ................ __ .... ___ .. ___ ..... __ .... ___ .'. __ ... ___ .... _ .. 
Postage .............................. ___ .. __ ._. ________ . __ ..... _ ....... __ .. ___ ...... . 
Salaries ............. __ ..................... ____ . __ .... _ .... ____ .. __ ....... ____ .... . 
Help _________________________________________________________________________________ _ 

Loan .. __ ........... __ ................... _. ___ . __ . ______ ..... __ ........ _ ............ ___ .. 
Rent ___________________________________________________________ ' ______________________ _ 
Miscellaneous .. ___ ........... ____ ...... _._ ... ____ ..... _______ . _______ .... __ ... __ _ 
Artist _____________________________ ------------______________________________________ _ 
Board Meeting ........................... : ................................... . 
Balance on hand December 31, 1949 ........................... . 

4,825_72 
781.73 
263.56 

1,220_39 
1,375_00 

462_10 
600_00 
335_00 
108_66 
264_00 
154_83 

407 

$ 10,390_99 
2,199_32 

$ 12,590.31 

Tracts Sold ................ . 1,177,962 
267,800 

Tracts Printed ................ 1,561,000 
Sent Free ....................... . Previously Printed ........ 11,023,750 

TotaL ___________________ 1,445,762 Total Printed .................. 12,584,750 
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SUPPLEMENT NO., 41 
(Art. 75) 

REPORT ON THE REFORMED ECUMENICAL SYNOD OF 
AMSTERDAM 1949, BY THE DELEGATES OF THE 

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church 
in session at Grand Rapids, Mich., June, 1950. 
ESTEm ... fED BRETHREN: 

T HE undersigned, appointed by our 1948 Synod as its delegates to 
the Reformed Ecumenical Synod of Amsterdam, 1949, take pleas

ure in rendering the following report. 
The Synod was held at the appointed time, August 9 to 19, 1949, in 

the Waalkerk at Amsterdam. Delegates, observers, and gnests were 
present from South Africa, North America, Europe, and Indonesia . 

. A very fine spirit .of fraternity prevailed. The ties of fellowship in 
the Reformed Faith were greatly strengthened. Many serious and 
pressing problems were discussed, and in our judgment some signifi
cant decisions were reached. 

Your delegates hereby desire to give expression to their apprecia
tion of the honor that was theirs in beipg appointed to represent our 
Christian Reformed Church at this historic assembly. We rejoice 
that we might have a part, however small, in the deliberations and de
cisions of this Reformed Ecumenical Svnod. We wish we could share 
with all of you the inspiration' that has~ come, to us during its sessions 
and pray that God may make the decisions of this body conducive to 
the promotion of His Kingdom and the deepening and strengthening 
of Reformed thought and life. 

The Amsterdam Synod at its session of August 11, 1949, decided 
that it would publish its official minutes in both an English and a Dutch 
edition. The Dutch minutes were approved by the Synod itself, but 
a special committee, consisting of two Americans, ,was appointed to 
see to the furnishing of an official English translation from the Dutch 
text. The printing of both editions· is being effected in Amsterdam 
under the auspices of the consistory which called the Synod in con
junction with the officers of Synod. Owing to unforeseen delays at 
the Dutch printing office, it took many months before the DutcH edi
tion was in print. It has _taken many more months before the English 
translation of these minutes with their addenda and exhibits could be 
'completed. Their printing will consume some more months. 

Meanwhile copies of the Dutch edition have arrived in this coun
try. We requested about 125 copies of this Dutch edition, partly 
'with a view to Canadian churches and also for use in cases where that 
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language might be preferred. Of the English edition we expect to re
ceive sufficient copie& to furnish one to each consistory and one for 
every minister. At present, hpwever, such English copies are not 
availahle to the 1950 Synod. 

If Synod insists, it will, of course, be possible to submit all per" 
tinent decisions of the Amsterdam Ecumenical Synod to the present 
Synod for its approval. I-Iowever, this will mean_ that these decisions 
and copies thereof will be available only in the Dutch language. This 
is a ~erious handicap, especially in view of the fact that many of these 
decisions are lengthy and at times contain close reasoning. (There 
are some lengthy decisions about such matters as: The Chutch and 
Its Doctrine, Christian Nurture, Church and. State, Ecumenicity (In
cluding World Council, NAE, and ICCC), Eschatology, Creation and 
Evolution, and Marital Problems.) Besides, if this Synod should pass 
upon these matters, it would mean that these important and extensive 
decisions would be taken up without proper prior study and scrutiny. 

In view of all this it seems to us that synodical approval of the 
major decisions of the Amsterdam Synod might well be withheld 
until our 1951 Synod. By that time the English edition will have been 
in the hands of the consistories and ministers. There can, moreover, 
be nO serious objection i~ our judgment against this procedure, seeing 
the next Ecumenical Synod is not scheduled to meet until 1953. Hence 
we recommend this procedure to Synod . 

. Meanwhile there are a few decisions, chiefly of an organizational 
nature, which might well be disposed of by the present Syriod and 
for which the possession of an English copy of the Acts is not essen
tial. We ate ready to report on such matters from the Dutch copy 
of .the Acts if Synod .so desires. 

Respectfully submitted, 
The delegates of the Christian Reformed 
Church to the Reformed Ecumenical Synod 
of Amsterdam (1949) 

CLAREN:CE ,BOUMA 

J. K. VAN BAALEN 

RICHARD S. W,ERENGA 

P. S. The Dutch copies of the Acts are being kept in the office of 
the Stated Clerk of our Synod, to be distributed at such time as the 
English copies shall also be ready for distribution. Any direction 
Synod may desire to give at this time for the distribution of these 
Dutch copies, will be in order and wil~ be carried out in conjunction 
'with our Stated Clerk, if Synod so desires. Such copies will, of course, 
also be available to Synod any time this is desired during its, sessions. 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 42 

(Art. 157) 

UNITED STATES TREASURER FOR CANADA 

To the Synod of 1950. 

THE undersigned has been functioning as the United States Treas

urer for the Canadian funds since his appointment at the 1949 
Synod. 

Many problems confronted us at that time; but we have reached a 
solution for most of them. A few still prevail, but they are gradually 
being eliminated. 

At the end of 1949, due to the lack of funds in the United States, 
we -could not distribute suffici~nt funds to the Classical Treasurers in 
the United States to pay for the amount held in Canada. Now, how
ever, most of the T:easurers in the United States are cooperating and 
distributions are being regularly made. The Building Program, through 
Church Help and the Home Mission Committees, have been providing 
more than ample funds to offset the Canadian balances. 

vVhere there was a question last year as to who would receive the 
. profit from the exchanges earned by, sending money to Canada, it is 
understood that after the expenses of both the United States and Can
ada Treasurers have been t~en care of, the differences be credited to 
the funds in proportion to the amounts paid in by each fund. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE F. WIELAND 

United States Treasurer for Ca,nada 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 43 
(Arts, 155, 157) 

NATIONAL UNION OF CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 

The Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

411 

T HE Board of the National Union of Christian Schools sends 
greetings, May our God richly bless you, and may you be aware 

of His guidance during your deliberations. 
The Christian school movement is receiving increasing support from 

the Christian Reformed Church. Congregations, organizations, pas
tors, and individuals show their interest by their prayers, their gifts, 
and their efforts in behalf of this cause. And God is rewarding these 
efforts. 

During the past year eight new Christian schools were opened, bring
ing the total to 133 schools. They are located in 19 states and three 
provinces of Canada. The enrollments in these schools increased by 
more than six per cent during the past year, so that the total enroll

,ment is now 24,000. 

The National Union of Christian Schools occupies a very strategic 
place in this program of Christian school expansion. OUf main ob
jective is to keep these schools united, especially in their basic philos
ophy. Our Christian schools can meet the needs of the day and can 
serve their purpose best when they remain true to their Reformed 
tradition. 

We try to attain this' objective in various ,ways. Our confereJ.1ces 
for teachers and principals afe designed to stimulate interest in and 
discussion of our distinctive world and life view and its application in 
the field of education. Our service program makes inf9rmation about 
our Christian schools available to all groups, helps school boards and 
teachers with many of the problems involved in the work of Christian 
_education, and gives aid to societies seeking to establish Christian 
schools. Our promotional activities seek to arouse interest in Chris
tian education not only among our Reformed people bu~ also among 
other groups. And our publication program seeks to give expression 
to our basic principles in textbooks and teachers' aids. 

The major share of these activities is supported by the General 
Fund of the National Union of Christian Schools. Since these activi
ties are constantly being extended, the need for finan~ial heIp is in
creasing. We kindly request, therefore, that Synod indicate its ap
proval of this phase of Kingdom work by recommending the National 
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Union of Christian Schools to its congregations and indiv~dual mem
bers for continued intercession and financial support. 

The textbook publication pr9gram. is financed by the Christian 
Sch60l Educational Foundation. Textbook publishing involves a long 
range program that requires the setting aside of relatively large sums 
of money for specific projects. Financial outlay for preparation of 
'manuscripts cannot be reclaimed fiom profits since our sales, potential 
is e,xtremely limited. It is necessary, therefore, that the Foundation 
treasury be constantly replenished. We request that Synod also place 
the need of the Educational Foundation before the people by recom-

. mending it for support. 
The Christian S"hool Pension Trust Fund is now self-sustaining. 

But there are still some aged teachers and widows of teachers who are 
'. not eligible for support from the Pension Trust Fund. The Board of 
the National Union of Christian Schools has set up the Emergency 
Relief Fund for these people so that they mal' not be left without at 
least some support. But this Emergency Relief Fund is dependent for 
its income upon the gifts of our people. We request, therefore, that 
Synod also recommend this fund to the congregations for their sup
port. 

In 1948 we called the attention of Synod to certain difficulties that 
have arisen in connection with the 'National" Association of Christian· 
Schools. For fear of hampering what might be well intended efforts 
to promote Christian education we have kept silent about these diffi
culties. However, since it is reported that one of our churches, has 
taken a coIles:tion for the National Association and since an appeal 
was made in The Banner of June 2 for support for this association, 
we feel obliged to bring the matter to the attention of the Synod. 

Our board is and always has been interested in promoting Christian 
education among all evangelical groups. When it became apparent 
that the National Union could not carry on such promotional activity 
without jeopardizing the doctrinal position of our existing schools, 
we recommended the organization of the National Association of 
Christian Schools. It was our intention to have this hew association 
serve the Christian school societies that are composed predominantly 
of Christians who cannot, because of doctrinal differences, subscribe 
to the constitutions of existing Christian school organizations such as 
the ,National Union. 

But the National Association has not been willing to confine its 
efforts to the group it was intended to serve. Instead it insists on being 
an all inclusive Christian school organization. In a letter to our board 
Dr. Dryness, Chairman of the Executive Board of the National As
sociation writes, "The N.A.C.S. has been organized as an over-all or
ganization, committed to a p:c:ogram of enrolling all Christian schools 
of evangdical persuasion who can subscribe to the N.A.E. doctrinal 
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statement." The N.A.C.S. Constitution, adopted on April 20, 1950, 
contains the statement: "To provide a united front and voice for all 
schools of evangelical persuasion, . . . we do establish the National 
Association of Christian Schools." 

In following this course the Nation\ll Association is over-stepping 
its bounds, and is invading the terri tortes of other evangelical groups 
without their consent. By declaring itself to be an all inclusive or
ganiz'ation it assumes the right to v.rork among or solicit funds from 
any and every Christian school group even when this group has its 
own Christian school organization. Such a course of action will lead 
to. confusion and division of loyalties. 

An all inclusive Christian school organization such as the National 
Association presumes to be and should be called into being by existing 
Christian school groups .. Without the pledged cooperation of these 
groups the all inclusive organization has no mandate. By seeking to 
force itself upon such groups it creates ill v/ill and suspicion. 

Our Board is still eager to cooperate with the National Association 
in the matter of 'prorn:oting Christian education among all evangelical 
Christians. But we do riot deem it wise to strengthen the National 
Association in its attempts to be an all inclusive agency, a voice for 
all groups. Christian equcation is a 'positive I method of imparting 
truth. For that reason we must insist on keeping our education dis
tinctive and completely Reformed. VVe may not weaken the positive 
'witness of Christian education by relinquishing any part of our educa
tianal program to. an organizatian which is not committed to the Re
formed tradition. 

We regret these developments. It is our hope that something may 
still be done to clear up this unpleasant situation. 

Be assured, Brethren, of attr appreciatian of the support and inter-
est of the Christian Reformed Church and of our prayers for you. 

The Board of the National Union 
of Christian Schools 

JOHN A. VAN BRUGGEN, Educational Director 



414 ACTS OF SYNOD, 1950 

SUPPLEMENT NO. 44 
(Art. 157) 

THE SPECIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND ASSISTING 
BUDGET COMMITTEE FOR SYNOD OF 1950 

To the Synod of 1950.· 

T HE Committee on Budget Matters of our 1949, Synod recom
mended that a committee of five competent laymen be appointed 

to act as a Special Advisory Committee and Assisting Budget Com
mittee for the Synod of 1950. (See Article 123, par. 3, page 78, 1949, 
Acts of Synod.) This was a continuation of the two committees re
porting under Supplements 39 and 40, pages 363-370, 1949, Acts of 
Synod. 

Your Committee has been active since the beginning of the year. 
Financial reports have been obtained from practically all of the De
nominational boards and other agencies, as recommended by the 1949 
Synod. Your Committee has made a study of all the financial data at 
our disposal and will present our recommendations to the 1950 Synod
ical Budget Committee as soon as Synod appoints same. The Fidelity 
Bonds of the treasurers of the various funds h~LVe also been examined 
and will be reported on separately to your Budget Committee. 

In the event that your Budget Committee desires to consult with 
any of the Special Advisory Committee members, please feel free to 

·do so. 

Congregational Survey 
In order to determine in a general degree at least, whether our con

gregational giving is approaching the Biblical tithe of 10%, we have 
enlarged on the report of the "Special Committee" reporting in Sup
plement 39, page 363-368, 1949 Acts. 

Last year most of the figures presented were conjectural. This year's 
figures show that we have a better basis to compute the amount brought 
up by our various congregations. We are also better satisfied, than 
heretofore that what last year was conjectural is now nearly actual. 

Shortly after the first of the year your committee sent questionaires 
to all of our congregations asking consistories to .. complete and return. 
The reason for this was to learn from the churches themselves what 
was being brought up by its members. As the composite report will 
show, this information could not be obtained from the Year Book. 
The total amount -reported by the Classical Treasurers amounts to ap-
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proximately $1,900,000.00, whereas the total is approximately $10,000,-
000.00, if we use the figures from the reporting churches as a criterion 
in arriving at the total for all the ch11[ches. 

We are happy to report that 283 churches returned the blanks. This 
represents 88% of the 323 sent out. For this response ",re are very 
grateful. A word of appreciation is due to all reporting churches. 

In going over the results of the survey you will please remember 
that not all churches filled' in all the items. In many cases there were 
discrepancies, although on the whole the churches indicated a desire to 
give us all the information to the best of their ability. 

At the beginning of 1949 according to the Year Book there were 
33,880 families in our denomination. In using a flat fignre of $3,000 
per year per family income would mean that our denomination has an 
annual income of $101,640,000.00. In other words, the $10,000,000.00 
plus which is the total of the "actual" and "estimated" amounts brought 
up by our people leads us to believe that our people on the average 
are responding very nobly in their financial obligations to their God. 

Far be it from your committee to judge any individual church, 
Classis ,Or denomination as to whether they are giving "as the Lord 
has blessed them." if we truly can sing with our hearts the 4th verse 
of Psalter No. 447: 

Take my silver and my gold: 
Not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 

Then, when God calls us, we will answer. 
Your Special Advisory Committee takes liberty to re,commend: 
1. That Synod appoint a Committee of five laymen to continne the 

duties as laid down in Article 23, page 78, 1949, Acts of Synod. 
2. That this committee be authorized to prepare a short "Summary 

Report of Finances" for OUr churches to be sent out and returned 
with the form used in securing data for the Year Book. This to be 
done only in 1951 to show 1950 finances, and each ten years thereafter 
in order to co-incicle with our U.S. Census figures for comparison, etc. 

3. That Synod request each congregation to complete same to the 
best of its ability. 

Mal' the King of the Church give you all the grace and wisdom re
quired to meet the many challenging problems which will confront you, 

the Synod of 1950. Respectfully submitted, 

MR. GEORGE WIELAND, Cha·irma.n 
MR. H. HOEKSTRA, S ecrelary 
MR. M. DE YOUNG 

MR. H. HOLTVLUWER 

MR. F. L. WINTER 



Congregational Survey 
Prepared by Special Advisory Budget Committee 

1949 1950 Reported Cash on 
Yearbook Yearbook Reports Halld and ill Bank Receipts Disbursements 

January I, 1949 for 1949 Sent Us January 1, 1949 Reported Reported 

Classical Treasurers 
. CLASSES Churches Families Reported Churches Families Churches Amounts Churches Amounts Churches Amounts 

California ................ 18 $1,431 $ 84,110 13 $ 956 13 $ 19,000 '13 $195,000 13 $199,000 
Chicago North, ...... , .. 14 1,991 110,366 13 1,871 13 131,000 13 411,000 13 398,000 
Chicago SoutL ...... 15 1,187 116,715 14 1,893 12 146,000 14 395,000 14 432,000 
Grand Rapids East.. 29 3,178 163,479 24 2,835 20 216,000 24 639,000 24 604,000 

*Grand Rapids South- 18 3,130 158,887 18 3,167 16 169,000 18 648,000 18 624,000 
Grand Rapids West 13 1,758 91,612 12 1,708 11 67,000 12 331,000 12 336,000 
Hackensack. ____ .... 10 906 50,949 9 874 8 43,000 9 164,000 9 163,000 
Holland ............ 15 2,453 187,257 12 1,939 12 219,000 12 383,000 12 399,000 
Hudson ........... 15 1,688 98,493 14 1,568 13 128,000 14 382,000 14 389,000 

*Kalamazoo. ___ . _." ... 14 1,396 86,089 14 1,398 14 220,000 14 338,000 14 380,000 
Minnesota .. _ ........... 23 1,485 75,194 11 1,181 19 78,000 11 100,000 11 195,000 

*Muskegon ............. 26 1,411 114,871 16 1,411 11 163,000 16 491,000 26 545,000 
Orange City. __ ....... 13 1,099 71,844 11 897 10 139,000 11 180,000 11 165,000 
"Ostfriesland." ... , .... 13 728 40,939 11 591 8 19,000 11 117,000 11 120,000 
Pacific ..... 15 1,881 97,047 17 1,454 13 62,000 17 273,000 17 300,000 
Pella ......................... 16 1,614 85,971 15 1,464 14 ' 53,000 15 244,000 15 231,000 
Sioux Center ... _._ .... 18 1,535 97,162 14 1,065 11 35,000 14 173,000 14 173,000 
Wisconsin ................ 13 959 47,120 11 823 10 47,000 11 186,000 11 196,000 
Zeeland ........... - ....... 15 2,038 122,031 13 1,556 9 117,000 13 356,000 13, 387,000 

Totals ................ 323 $ 33,880 $1,900,458 283 $ 29,762 248 $1,082,000 283 $6,216,000 283 $6,336,000 
is 88% is 88% is 88% 
of Total $7,100,000 $7,100,000 

-is 100% is 100% 
-_. 

*.&.U churches reported. 
In most cases even thousalld dollars are used. 

Balance 
In aU Funds 

December 31, 1949 

Churches Amounts 

13 $ 15,000 
13 139,000 
11 103,000 
21 209,000 
18 194,000 
12 62,000 
9 44,000 

11 203,000 
13 119,000 
14 191,000 
19 79,000 
21 119,000 
10 150,000 
8 13,000 

14 47,000 
14 53,000 
11 31,000 
10 37,000 
9 ' 90,000 

253 $1,918,000 

Estimated by 
Reporter Disbursed 

by Members 

Churches Amounts 

9 $ 80,000 
9 137,000 
8 148,000 

13 171,000 
13 167,000 
9 77,000 
8 56,000 

10 71,000 
11 133,000 
9 67,000 
8 146,000 

11 117,000 
8 81,000 
5 8,000 

12 96,000 
14 120,000 
8 31,000 

' 6 57,000 
9 60,000 

191 $1,823,000 
is, 60% 

$3,040,000 
,is 100% 

... -0; 
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Congregational Survey 
Prepared by Special Advisory Budget Committee 

---

Charity 
Receipts 

_Reported 

CLASSES Churches Amounts 

California __ ._ ..................... 11 $ 12,490 
Chicago North ___ .. 11 23,881 
Chicago South ___ .. 10 16,860 
Grand Rapids EasL 19 29,201 

*Grand Rapids South __ . _ -----........ 14 32,854 
Grand Rapids West... 10 13,156 
Hackensack ___ . 6 6,8n 
Holland.',. 10 25,122 
Hudson ___ .. 9 22,418 

"'Kalamazoo __ 12 13,965 
Minnesota ... 16 9,802 

*Muskegon ... 19 13,692 
Orange City ___ . 9 12,546 
Ostfriesland __ . 5 2,429 
Pacific .... _ .. 14 14,460 
Peila . 11 15,799 
Sioux Center..._ 13 10,596 
Wisconsin .............. 8 10,149 
Zeeland ... 11 11,725 

TOTALS -'" 218 $ 298,018 
is 67% 

fotal Receipts and Estimated Receipts equal $10,140,000.00. 
33,880 Families at $3,000 per family per year=$101,640,OOO.OO. 

Interest 
Paid 

Reported 

Churches Amounts 

4 $ 1,782 
5 5,572 
4 1,533 
8 3,873 
5 3,350 

. 2 170 
5 1,064 
1 302 
5 2,375 
1 80 
5 1,051 
7 4,521 
2 198 
1 55 
4 915 
2 1,450 

I 0 0 
2 437 
1 98 

64 $ 28,826 

. Reported Additions 
Reported and Im'provements_ All Property 
Insurance to Property Original Cost 

Paid (Not Repairs) Reported 

Churches -Amounts Churches Amounts Churches Amounts 

9 '$ 2,429 8 $ 99,000 9 $ 366,000 
12 5,339 3 103,000 11 758,000 
11 3,823 10 89,000 10 515,000 
16 6,109 18 191,000 15 605,000 
15 5,178 15 139,000 15 821,000 
10 4,020 5 27,000 9 363,000 
8 2,291 . 4 15,000 8 447,000 

11 3,263 7 107,000 7 339,000 
13 4,322 9 107,000 12 . 699,000 
12 3,497 6 123,000 11 324,000 
18 2,548 9 7,000 16 368,000 
24 5,150 16 186,000 16 478,000 
10 1,674 7 24,000 9 223,000 
11 1,229 4 31,000 8 179,000 
11 1,694 6 37,000 11 192,000 
14 1,513 7 26,000 11 413,000 
13 2,210 4 12,000 11 268,000 
7 735 7 53,000 8 214,000 

13· 3,256 10 153,000 . 7 337,000 

238 $ 60,280 155 $1,529,000 204 $7,909,000 

Replacement 
Cost 

Reported 

Churches Amqunts 

9 $ 514,000 
11 1,319,000 
10 1,183,000 
15 1,545,000 
15 1,683,000 
9 922,000 
8 976,000 
7 736,000 

12 1,557,000 
11 741,000 
16 772,000 
16 1,199,000 
9 748,000 
8 334,000 

11 404,000 
11 1,016,000 
11 664,000 
8 444,000 
7 803,DOO 

204 $17,560,000 
is 63% 

$27,800,000 
.. is 100% 

Debt 
Reported' 

Churches Amounts 

6 $137,000 
3 140,000 
6 82,000 

11 175,000 
10 142,000 
2 5,000 
4 33,000 
3 41,000 
4 . 160,000 
7 52,000 
9 26,000 
8 140,000 
5 40,000 
2 8,000 
5 49,000 
4 46,000 
0 ° 3 28,000 
2 98,000 

94 $1,402,000 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 45 
(Art. 157) 

PENSION FUND FOR UNORDAINED WORKERS 

To the Synod of 1950. 
ESTEE1fED BRETHREN: 

W E sincerely regret our inability to have our report available In
time for publication in the Agenda, and further delay to de

vice 'fa pension plan that covers the unordained workers in our vari
ous synodical and classical fields." Reasons for that inability and de
lay will become apparent in the report herev.rith presented to your 
honorable body. 

Consequent a petition of the Christian Reformed Mission Workers 
Conference and the instruction of Synod, we- endeavored to devise a 
pension plan for the unordained workers in our various synodical and 
classical fields:· (Acts of Synod, 1949, p. 15, Art. 52 and Supplement 
2-A, p. 104.) 

A. Information. 
1. In August of the previous year a questionnaire was prepared 

with the intent to gain additional and needed information from our. 
unordained workers. This questionnaire was subsequently mailed to 
all whose addresses were available. Some delay was occasioned by 
the fact that not all addresses were up to date. . . 

2. To the forty-six questionu?-ires "forwarded forty-four had made 
reply by J\![arch of the current year. Thereupon your Committee met 
to study the replies. On the basis thereof we can report: 

a. That all the workers expressed themselves in favor of the estab
lishment of a pension plan. 

b. That the workers declared their readiness to make contributions 
"to the pension plan through the ,salary deduction plan." 

c. That the average salary received by these workers is $2,522.28 
and the total salary received is $11 0,980.00. 
Assuming that the mission workers pay 3% annually of their 
salary to the eventual pension fund, the a1110unt thus accumu
latcd would be $3,329.40 per annum. 

d. That the forty-four \vorkers are employed by thirty-one organi
zations; and these organizations are either a classis (2), a group 
of two or more churches (21), or individual churches (8). 
Before a pension fund can be set up these organizations must be 
approached to ascertain their readiness to support this fund by 
means of stipulated and periodic contributions. 
Assuming that these organizations are prepared to make a con
tribution equal to that of the workers (3% of the salary paid) 
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or $3,329.40 per annum, the total per annum receipts in this pen
sion fund would be $6,758.80. 

3. The possibility "that a united plan be worked out, together with 
the Christian Reformed Board of Missions' plan" as suggested by the 
Mission Workers Conference (Supplement 2-A, 4) was explored. vVe 
deemed that this suggestion had merit especially from the viewpoint 
of administrative economy. Having approached the Christian Re
formed Board of Missions "with regard to the possibility of getting 
denominational mission workers into the pension plan of the Chris
tian Reformed Board of Missions," the reply in substance ,\-vas "that 
they would not be interested but they would be glad to consider a plan 
which might make it possible to' cover their workers with other lay 
workers such as we (the present committee) are working on. At is 
now it, their plan is being handled by employees of the Board and 
they find that it takes a great deal of time and they could not consider 
taking on any more. In fact, they would be very happy to get them all 
together so that the details could be handled outside their office." 

4. In order to set up ~ pension plan for our mission workers we 
deem that an adequate reserve fund should be established, annually 
augmented by stipulated contributions from our mission workers and 
tne organizations under whose auspices they labor. 

The establishm'ent of such a reserve fund poses .DNO questions: 
a. \Vhose responsibility is it to make the needed contributions to 

this fund, the organizations employing the mission workers or 
the Denomination in its entirety?' 

b. How are appropriations to this fund to be acquired in the event 
Synod deems this to be a Denominational responsibility? 

B. Requests for Synodical Action. 
Pursuant the foregoing information we request ~ynod: 
1. To express itself re the matter of merging the proposed U110r

dained mission workers pension plan with the pension plan of the 
unordained and lay workers of the Christian Reformed Board of 
Missions. 

2. To' give direction 're the establishment of a reserve fund. 
3. To appoint a committee, contingent upon synodical decision re 

sub 1) and 2) above, whose task it shall be to prepare a pension plan 
for unordained mission workers and submit same to the Synod of 
1951 for approval. 

Respectfully submitted, 
H. BLYSTRA 

T. NOORDEWIER 

F. WINTER 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 46 
(Arts. 76, 78) 

REPRESENTATIVES ON INTERNATIONAL REFORMED 
MISSIONARY COUNCIL 

To the Synod of 1950. 
FATHERS AND BRETHREN: 

T HE Synods of 1948 and 1949 appointed us to represent our 
Church on a council yet to be organized. 

We greatly appreciate the honor, and this report is evidence of the 
fact that we are seeking to comply with the definitely expressed de
sire of the 1948 Synod. 

I. 
It will give us great pleasure to serve on a council which can be of' 

great service to the missionary cause, but before we can go any fur
ther it is of importance that Synod give attention to a difficuity, which, 
if not removed, may make full participation in the work 'Of the pro
posed council impossible. 

The FirstEcumenical Synod of 1946 (Acts F.E.C, p. 51) declared 
itself in favor of an international Reformed missionary council. 

Our Christian Reformed Synod of 1947 (Acts, p. 92) declared it 
did not approve of the formation of such a council. 

At the request of Dr. P. J. S. De Klerk of South Africa, the Chris
tian Refonned Board of Missions brought to the Synod of 1948 (Acts, 
p. 256) a recommendation to reconsider, since the :work could be done 
by correspondence. 

Our Synod of 1948 concurred and decided to appoint two delegates, 
namely, Dr. R. S. Wierenga and Dr. J. C. De Kame (Acts,. pp. 50 
and 98). This appointment was repeated by the, Synod of 1949 (Acts, 
p. 93). 

The Amsterdam Ecumenical Synod took further steps towards con
stituting the International Reformed Missionary Council. For the full . 
decision see Acta van de Gereformeerde Ecumenische Synode van 
Amsterdam, 1949, pp. 36-37 and 70-71. Among the decisions are four 
with which we are concerned in this preliminary stage: 1) Each 
church is to appoint one delegate; 2) The council is to 'meet at least 
once in five years; 3) The representative of the Christian Reformed 
Church is to serve as convener; 4) A permanent secretariat is to be 
constituted and the expenses.' of the 'work of the council are to be 
divided proportionately among the participating churches, according 
to the measure of their strength and based on a schedule still to he 
determined. 
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II. 
Thus before we can go ahead, we need a decision by the Synod of 

1950 as to whether the Christian Reformed Church intends to abide 
by its decision of 1948 or is prepared to participate in the work of the 
council on the basis of the decisions of the Amsterdam Synod of 1949. 

Taking advantage of thepresenee of Prof. J. H. Bavinck, who is 
the representative of the Gereformeerde Kerken of the Netherlands 
on this council, we have conferred with him in a preliminary way re
garding time and place of the first meeting of the International Re
formed Missionary Council. Our joint suggestion is that a ten-day 
session be held in Europe during the summer of 1951. This will give 
time for the writing of preparatory studies "for consideration at the 
sessions of the council. 

III. 
We humbly submit the following recommendations: 
A. That Synod act favorably on the proposals of the Amsterdam 

Ecumenical. Synod as found on pages 36-37 of· the Acts of that Synod. 
B. That a represe~tative and an alternate on that c~uncii be ap-

pointed. . 

C. That the term of office of Synod's representatives on the Inter
national Reformed Missionary Council be determined. 

. With the prayer that God may bless Synod in all its deliberations, 
we remain 

Respectfully yours, 
JOHN C. DE KORNE 

R,CHARD S. WIERENGA 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 47 
(Art. 122) 

NETHERLANDS REHABILITATION COMMITTEE 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

T HE preceding Cash; Statement indicates that the mandate given 
this committee by the Synod of 1949 has been accomplished. Con

tributions for this cause have, been received as late as May of this 
year. Final draft has been mailed to the Rotterdam Bank for deposit 
to the account of Synodical Deputies for War Damage on June 13, 
1950. Thus a grand total of $85,341.03 has·been placed at tIie disposal 
of the Netherlands Synodical Committee to assist them in their recon
struction progralll:. 

Your Committee desires, by means of this final report, to convey 
its hearty thanks to all the churches and individuals, who so generously 
contributed .for this worthy cause. 

Will Synod kindly instruct our secretary-treasurer what disposition 
is to be made of the records of this Committee? 

Respectfully submitted. 
JOHN HEKMAN, President 
M. HOUSKAMP, Secretary-treasurer 
PROFESSdR L. BERKHOF 

B. DE JAGER 

DR. Y. P. DE JONG 

NETHERLANDS REHABILITATION COMMITTEE 
Cash Statement - June 13, 1950 

Balance on hand June 6, 1949 ... 
Classes 

California 
Chicago North 

RECEIP'TS 

Chicago South _ . . ................................. . 
Grand Rapids East ....................................... . 
Grand Rapids South... . ............................ . 
Holland ...... ~~ ........................ . 
Hudson 
Kalamazoo ..................... . 
Minnesota 
Muskegon ................................... . 
Ostfriesland ............... . 
Pacific 
Pella ... 

.$ 7,166.38 

360.87 
379.90 
196.83 
103.19 
331.48 
296.41 
102.08 

36.24 
210.27 
264.49 
14.90 

455.08 
64.56 



Sioux Center 
Vvisconsin 
Zeeland 

, SUPPLEMENT 47 

Total Receipts 

Total Available for Distribution _____ _ 
DISBURSEMENTS 

423 

516.49 
93.52 
90.33 

..... $ 3,516.64 

...... $ 10,683.02 

Free University of Amsterdam __________________________________ ._____ _ ________ $ 341.D9 
Rotterdam Bank - For deposit to account of Synodical Deputies 

for War Damage
1 

Rev. P. Nomes, Treasurer ___ ..... _____________ ._... 10,341.03 

Total Disbursements __ ....... _ .............. _____ ... _ ... _. ____________________ $ 10,683.02 
Balance on hand June 13, 1950 _______ .. _________ .. _____________ ... ________________________ . _______ NONE 

This is'to certify that I have audited the records of the Netherlands Re~ 
habilitation Committee for the period June 6, 1949 to June 13, 1950. 

GEORGE F. WIELAND. 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 48 
(Arts, 20, 21, 157) 

REPORTS OF THE SYNODICAL COMMITTEE 
, AND OF THE STATED CLERK 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, June, 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

A. Report of the Synodical Committee: 
1. The Synod of 1949 accepted the resignation of our Transporta

tion secretary, Mr. A. H, Andriese, reluctantly, and left the appoint
ment of a suCcesSOr to your committee. (d. Acts, 1949, page 91.) 
To obtain a succeSSor proved to be a very difficult task, since the func
tion of a transportation secretary requires some one who has close 
'connections with the railroad companies. Your committtee mandated 
the secretary to visit Mr. Andriese in; person, and kindly requested 
him to reconsider his resignation and again assume the task of our 
transportation secretary. To our joy the brother accepted the fe-ap
pointment and again served our churches in this capacity during the 
past year. Your committee also authorized the synodical treasurer to 
defray the expenses incurred by him during the past' years, and also 
to send him a token of appreciation for the valuable servi<;:es rendered 
during the years in which he rendered his services witho'tl.t charge or 
obligation. 

2. Soon after the adjournment of the Synod of 1949 we received 
a letter from the Moderator and clerk of the Eastern PreSbytery of 
the Reformed church in Japan, a church with whom we sustain a. 
close tie of ecclesiastical fellowship, to provide the modest sum of 
$2,500 for the erection of a church edifice in the city of Tokyo. The 
small congregation of Rev. Takaoki Tokiwa had been able to raise 
suffi~ient funds for the purchase of a site, but were ,desperate and un
able to provide more funds for the erection of a humble place of wor
ship. Your committee authorized that free-will gifts be -soliCited 
through our church papers for this worthy cause, and appointed Mr. 
J. J. Buiten to serve as treasurer of this fund. In due time the sum 
of $2,500 was sent to the church in Japan, and the over subscribed 
amount of slightly more than $200 was forwarded to the Church Help 
'Fund in keeping with the announcement that had been made in our 

. public appeals for funds. . 
3. Rev. L. Kuiper, delegate of the Reformed churches of the N eth

erlands and also a member of the "Bijbel-Kiosk Vereeniging," at
tended in person our Synod of 1949, and apparently misunderstood 

. the decision of -our Synod in regard to the appeal for financial ,aid for 
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the above mentioned organization, and sent letters of appeal for funds 
to our consistories. The brother as,sumed that the Synod of 1949 had 
left the matter of supporting this organization to the discretion of 
local consistories. To correct this mistake your committee published 
a brief statement in our church papers informing our churches that 
the Synod of 1949 had rejected the appeal for financial aid. 

4. Recently your committee received a lengthy document from the 
Reformed churches of Japan for financial aid. Since Rev. A. Smit 
was commissioned to visit these churches in Japan on his return home 
from China, we deemed it advisable not to act On this request, but 'to 
await more information. We now refer this request to Synod for the 
required action. 

5. Since Dr. C. Bouma and Rev. G. Gritter, appointed by the Synod 
of 1949 to serve as delegates to the Convention of the N.A.E., were 
unable to serve' in this capacity du~ to circumstances, your committee 
appointed Rev. R. De Ridder. 

6. The two ,year term of your committee expires at this time. 
Humbly submitted, 

B. Report of the Stated Clerk. 

DR. Y. P. DE J ONG 

REV. E. VAN HALSEMA 

REV. W. GROEN 

R. J. DANHOF, Secretary 

1. All members of committees, both standing and study committees' 
were duly notified of. their appointments soon after the adjournment 
of the Synod of 1949. 

2. In Art. 128 I was requested to prepare an expository statement 
concerning the four prevailing funds to assist the work in our Cana
dian field, and in compliance with this request I compiled a compre
hensive statement on page 412 of the Acts of 1949. 

3. A letter of hearty greetings was mailed to the Reformed church 
of Japan in response to their announcement of their General Assembly 
in session in Kobe, October 16 to October 18, 1949. 

4. Art. 106 of the Acts of 1949 requested the Consistory of Beth
any, South Holland, to extend the leave of absence received by Rev. 
P. H. Eldersveld into an indefinite one, so that our radio minister can 
continue his work for the Back to God Hour. The Consistory of 
Bethany, South Holland, has granted this request, "nd upon receipt of 
this letter the Rev. Eldersveld informed me that he had accepted the 
indefinite appointment of Synod. 

5. In response to a number of requests .whether the American Home 
and Bible League was inadvertently omitted from the list of accredited 
causes worthy to receive moral and financial aid, I published a brief 
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statement in OUl; church papers stating that this organization had been 
by action of the Synod of 1949 removed from this list. 

6. Letters pertaining to interchurch correspondence and ecumenic
ity were brought to the attention of the standing committee of Synod. 

7. This year we also anticipate the presence of a number of dele
gates from churches with whom 'we sustain ecclesiastical relations. 
Among these I mention the presence of Rev. J. D. Edgar, delegate 
to our Synod from the Reformed Presbyterian Church of N ortlt 
America; Rev. Bastian Kruithof who will represent the Reformed 
Chureh in America; Prof. J. H. Bavinck who comes to us from our 
sister church, The Reformed churches in the Netherlands; Rev. 
George W. Marston of the Orthodox Presbyterian church, and Rev. 
J. P. Nagy of the Free Magyar Reformed church in America. I have 
arranged per letter with most of these brethren to address Synod some 
time on Wednesday, July 21, unless expediency should deem it other
wise. 

8. In agreement with the decision of the Synod of 1949 to forward 
the report of the study committee on Church Order, Article 70, to 
our sister churches in the Netherlands and in South Africa, I can now 
report that the Reformed Oiurch of the Netherlands reports as fol
lows: 

"De Synode hesloot met vo1le vrijrnoedigheid Uw vraag in gun
stigen zin te beantwoorden. Zi j deelt U mede. dat er bi j haar 
tegen de voorgenomen wijziging van artikel 70 van de kerkorde 
geen enkele bedenking bestaat; qat zij integendeel zich verheugt 
over het feit, dat de Christian Reformed Church door het aan-: 
brengen van deze wijziging, er tegen blijkt te willen waken, dat 
een artike1. van de kerkorde zou worden tot een doode letter; en 
dat zij de Christian Reformed Church genade en wijsheid toebidt 
om, naar de nieuwe formuleering van artikel 70 der kerkorde, te 
waken en te blijven waken voor het christelijk karakter van het 
huwe1ijk." 

,From our sister church in South Africa the follo\"ling reply was 
received: 

"U skrywe insake Art. 70 K. O. ontvang. Ons het dit venvys na" 
die Teologiese proffesore am daarop in te gaan en aan die Depu
taatskap vir Korrespondensie te rapporteer, vir rapport aan e.k. 
Sinode." . 

In the light of this decision we will not have their answer until their 
Synod meets in 1952. 

9. The Reformed Churches of the Netherlands in their General 
Synod of 1949 adopted the following resoll1tion: 

Het was de Synode een behoefte Uw kerkcn haar bijzondere 
dank te betuigen voor den arbeid, die door U voor onze emi-
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granten is verricht, en nog verricht wordt. Het was ons een grate 
verkwikking te horen op welke wijze onze broeders en zusters, 
die emigreren, door U werden en worden 'opgevangen.' De Heere 
stelle U\v_ arbeid bij den'voortduur tot rijken zegen." 

10. A similar resolution was adopted by the Synod of The Hague 
m 1949 for the help provided in the Ijsselmeergebieden. 

(IDe Synode nam kennis van Uw miide schenking van cen hauten 
hulpkerk in de Noord-Oost Polder. De Synode gevoelde zich 
gedrongen Uw Kerk warme dank te brengen voor deze hulp
verleenil1g, waannee U aan dit 'nieuwe land' een grate dienst heb 
bewezen. Mage de rechte verkondiging van Gods W oord in. dit 
door U geschonken kerkgebouw tot rijke zegen gesteld worden:' 

11. A letter of request for financial aid has come from the Re
formed Church in Wormer, the Netherlands. No action has been 
taken on this request except an acknowledgement of the receipt of 
the letter. 

12. The Consistory of the"N ederlandse Hervormde Gemeente in 
London" requests a delegate to represent our church at the 400th 
anniversary celebration of this old Austin Friars congregation in 
E;ngland. 

13. A lengthy document has been received hom the Deputaten of 
the Reformed Churches of the Netherlands in which a request is made 
to cooperate with them in the work of a general revision of our Church 
Orders. 

14. I received a request to represent our denomination at a meet
ing of the Int~rcht1rch Transportation Committee to be held in Chi

. cago on February 21, 1950. The purpose of the meeting was to ef
fect if possible the permission to obtain clergy rates on 'all American 
Airlines. I referred this matter to our Transportation Secretary, Mr. 
Andriese, who kindly took my place and attended. He n,ports· 4? 
delegates were present representing an equal number of denomina
tions. Some progress has been made, but no definite decision has been 
received from the Air Traffic Conference. If clergy rates become 
available hefore the next Synod convenes puhlicity will be given to it 
in our church papers stipulating the conditions enabling our ministers 
to obtain these permits. 

15. The four year term of the stated clerk expires at this time. 
Humbly submitted, 

R. J. DANHOF, Stated Clerk 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 49 
(Arts. 52, 157) 

REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL TREASURER 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, June 12, 1950. 
Synod of the Christian Reformed Church. ~ 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

ONCE again it is my privilege to submit to. you an itemized state
ment of monies that have come into my hands as Synodical 

Treasurer and also the disposition of the funds received. Tnis is pre
sented to you for the permanent files of Synod. In order that you 
may have an idea of the present status of this Treasury, I wish to 
submit the following: . 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS 
June 6, 1949 - Balance of cash on hand. __ ...... _ ...... $ 

Total Receipts. as per Statement ... . 

$ 
Total -Paid out as per Statement .. 

June 12, 1950 - Ne't balance of cash on hand ....... . 

ECUMENICAL SYNOD 

576.36 
4,861.20 

5,437.56 . 
4,586.88 

June 6, 1,949 - Balance of cash on hand .......... ______ $ 6,058.46 
Total Receipts as per Statement.___ 5,727.89 

$ 11,786.35 
Total -paid out as per St~tement.. 2,560:68 

June 12, 1950 - Net balance of cash on hand .. __ .... 

SYNODICAL EXPENSE ACCOUNT 
June 6, 1949 - Balance of cash on hand ................ $ 38,509.48 

Total Receipts as per Statement 19,961.33 

$ 58,470.81 
To~al Paid out as per Statement.. 20,945.82 

June 12, 1950 - Net balance of cash on hand ....... . 

$ 850.68 

$ 9,225.67 

$ 37,524.99 

Grand TotaL .................... . . ... $ 47,601.34 

There are two items in the above statement to which, I believe, your 
attention should be especially called and those are the substantial bal-. 
ance in the Ecumenical Synod account and that in the Synodical Ex
pense account. These two items are called to your attention in order 
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that you may gIve consideration to the matter of the quotas for the 
coming year. 

It is my wish that God may give to .each one of you an abundant 
measure of His Spirit. so that everything that you do may redound 
to His glory and to the advancement of His cause. 

, Fraternally 'yours, 
TONY N OORDEWIEJ,<, Synodical Treasurer 
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SUPPLEMENT No. 50 
(Art. 23) 

REPORT OF FRATERNAL· DELEGATE TO THE GENERAL 
SYNOD OF "DE GEREFORMEERDE KERKEN IN 

NEDERLAND", HELD AT THE HAGUE, 1949 

The Synod at the Christian Reformed Ch"rch, 
InS ession at Grand Rapids, 
June, 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

I T IS my privilege to report to you on the General Synod of "de 
Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland" which began its sessions 011 

August 23 of last year. This assembly should. not be confused with 
the Reformed Ecumenical Synod of Amsterdam, which had then just 
closed its two-week sessions. A report on this Ecumenical Synod, 
which the undersigned together with the brethren Rev. J. K. Van 
Baalen and elder R. S. Wierenga attended, will be found on your 
synodical table. The present report concerns the activities of the. 
triennial General 'Synod of our mother and sister church in the N ether
lands. 

This Dutch General Synod consists of delegates not 'from classes, 
as in our case, but from particular synods. Just as we have two minis
terial and two elder delegates from each of our 19 classes, so the 
Dutch churches have four such delegates from each one of their 13 
particular synods. This makes a body of 52 voting members. To this 
number must be added the professoriaL advisers of the Kampen Theo
logical School and of the Theological Faculty of the Free University, 
a group of no less than thirteen. These professorial advisers not only 
act in advisory capacity, but they are voting members of the advis·ory 
committees on which they serve, and - following a quite unique cus
tom - they vote in a body preceding the vote of the assembly's dele
gates whenever matters of importance come up for decision. It 'may 
be of interest that the presence and absence of these so-called "pre
advisory" members of Synod is officially recorded no less than' in the 
case of the ministerial and elder delegates. It was a pleasure and 
privilege to fraternize with these brethren for a period of almost 
three weeks, after having already made the acquaintance of many of 
them in the sessions of the preceding Ecumenical Synod at Amster
dam. Preaching appointments in different centers on the six Lord's 
Days spent in Holland greatly added to the opportunity of serving as 
a connecting link and, hopefully, messenger of good will between the 
two denominations. 
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.. One could not help feeling at home from the very first synodical 
session in the beautiful Valkenboskerk in one of the finer residential 
sections of the Hague. Dr. J. Hoek, whom many will remember well 
from his stay among us as a delegate to the First Reformed Ecumeni
cal Synod in 1946, and who has also taken a leading part in the re
ception and distribution of relief goods sent by our churches in the 
days of war need among our brethren in Holland, was elected Presi
dent of Synod on the first ballot. He proved himself a real President, 
a churchman of stature, wisdom, and courtesy. Kruyswijk of Amster
dam, Vander Woude of Friesian Leeuwarden, and Nawijn of Kam-

___ pen were the three lieutenants with him on the spacious platform. 
When Synod finally adjourned, the calendar no longer registered 
August, but November. However, it should not be concluded that 
Synod was in continuous ·sessions, much less that your delegate was 
still in Holland at its close. Synod met intermittently, at times taking 
a recess of two or three weeks, a device which is quite practicable in 
a country like the Netherlands, where every delegate can get to the 
remotest corner of the land in less than an afternoon's travel. As for 

'your delegate, he spent almost three weeks at this second Synod and 
then flew home. 

Our reception by Synod was most cordial. Not only was your dele
gate given the usual privilege of the floor (of which he made occa
sional but sparing use), but he was- also welcomed and at times specifi
cally invited to sit in with certain advisory committees dealing with 
matters in which our Church was either concerned, or on which its 
delegate might shed some light. The fellowship enjoyed, both at the 
meetings and at meals served in a -private room of a nearby restaurant, 
was most delightful and profitable. Our Church is highly appreciated 
among these brethren. If contacts in earlier years have at times be
trayed a bit of condescension, your delegate must confess that he did 
not' see the least trace of it during his well-nigh six week stay 'in Hol
land. It was acknowledged again and again that the tie between their 
Church and ours is a most intimate one. We were admired as 'a Church 
for our whole-souled loyalty to the 'great verities of the Reformed 
Faith. Particular mention was also made of the fact that in recent 
years our Church. had shown a fine spirit of practical Christianity in 
contributing generously, both in money and in goods, to the relief of 
the Reformed brethren in the mother country. Here again, Dr. Hoek 
had been a key man, fully conversant with all that our people had done 
on this score. He requested that their gratitude for this fellowship 
in their physical need be conveyed again to our Churches,· which I 
hereby gladly do. In this connection it is also deserving of mention 
that the Dutch brethren are deeply appreciative of the fact that we, 
despite our· Americanization and Canadization. which have gone on 
apace now for some decades, still speak the language of the fathers 
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and can address their ecclesiastical assemblies in their mother tongue. 
May it continue for many decades! 

I shall not detail the decisions and discussions of this impressive 
ecclesiastical assembly. But I mus! report to your honorable body on 
a few of the most important, i.e. most important for us. By that I 
mean those matters which COncern us more" or less directly as a de
nomination and also those which loomed largest on the Dutch eccle
siastical horizon. 

1. Schism and Reunion. 
One of the great interests at this Synod was the persistent desire 

to win back those who had broken' with the rilOther church in what' 
. for brevity's sake I shall call the Schilder-schism. This subject easily 
had priority on the synodical docket. It took the lion's share of the 
synodical discussion in committee, in executive session, and in open 
meeting. Some of the very best and most experienced heads worked 
011 this problem. Personal overtures of a few ministers of the Schilder 
group were on the table of Synod. These men were personally re
ceived and· heard. All this led to the adoption of some resolutions 
which clarified but did not alter previous decisions, and which were 
designed to welcome and help any office-bearer Or congregation that 
desired to reunite with the mother church so to do. These efforts 
were blessed in a measure and the outcome today is that some minis
ters, eiders, and members, and even a few congregations, have re
turned to the fold. All this is hoped to be -the beginning of a reunion 
movement which, from the nature of the case, is exposed to strong 
attack on the part of the leaders in the group known officially as "de 
Gereformeerde Kerken onderhoudende Art. 31." We may well rejoice 
in this return on the part of some brethren. It is possible that the 
movement may continue for some time, but neither can it be denied, 
it seems to me, that this in turn will prompt the leaders of the dis
senting group to draw the lines harder and faster in isolationism than 
ever before. May God grant an ultimate complete reunion! 

2. The World Council of Churches. 
Another impOl-tant issue was that of the relation of "de Gerefor

meerde Kerken in Nederland" to the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) _ The Synod of the Hague was in an advantageous position 
on this score, seeing that this most important and burning issue had 
been threshed out throughly at the Reformed Ecumenical Synod of 
Amsterdam, which had just adjourned. It ,vas most valuable that 
many of' the leading figures in the discussions of Amsterdam were 

also· present at this Synod of the Hagne. At the Ecumenical Synod 
of Amsterdam there appeared to be a number of delegates and a few 
Dutch ·professorial advisers who were favorably disposed toward 
membership in the 'VCe. These leaders insisted that the evangelical 
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terminology of the doctrinal basis of the WCC should be taken at its 
face value, and that those who were true to the biblical and Reformed 
position should not withdraw until they had let their voices heard for 
the true interpretation of the doctrinal formula in the meetings of 
the World Council. At Amsterdam this type of thinking was .not in 
the majority, but it was strong enough that no vote of repudiation of 

, the World Council took place, and a committee to study the matter 
was appointed, which is to report at Edinburgh in 1953. At the Synod 
of the Hague, your fraternal delegate, who had also raised his voice 
in warning at the Ecumenical Synod, again warned strongly against 
membership in the World Council. At both assemblies he drew upon 
the experience of truly evangelical churches in America to bring home 
the seriousness of the issue as our Church sees it., In my closing ad
dress, held in an evening session with many visitors present, this 
matter was stressed once more in the form of a fraternal hope and 
warning. In his kind and rather full reply President Hoek made spe
cial mention of this matter, assuring your delegate that, though as 
President of the assembly he could not very well speak on a matter 
that had not yet come up for final decision, he knew that Synod would 
take serious note of this warning. It was a matter of great joy to us 
when some time after our return news came that in a later session 
Synod had with a vote of 45 against 4 decisively turned down mem
bership in the World Council. On possible relations with the Inter
national Council of Christian Churches (ICCC) or with the National 
Association of Evangelicals (NAE) no decision was reached. The 
Dutch churches will undoubtedly await with interest the results of 
the study committed to a special commission by the'-Ecumenical Synod 
of Amsterdam. . 

3. Cooperation in lndonesia,n Missions. 
, OUf Christian Reformed Board of Missions, before our departure 

for Holland, had received some correspondence from the "Zendings
deputaten" (their term for our "Board of Missions") from'the N eth
erlands proposing the discussion of possible future cooperation with 
them in some of' the mission projects of their Church in Indonesia-, 
where the picture after the war has changed appreciably. Our Board 
of Missions requested your delegate to serve as contact man (together 
with Dr. R. S. Wierenga, who was delegated to the other Synod) for 
the discussion of this matter with mission leaders and board members 
i;' the Netherlands. To this he gladly acceded. While in Hollad. 
both during the Ecumenical and the General Synod, this matter was 
discussed with such mission leaders ·as Drs. Bavinck, Bergema, and 
Harrenstein. He also met with the advisory committee of the General 
Synod on Mission Matters. For various reasons, which will be prought 
to your attention by the appropriate parties, the brethren in Holland 
are very eager f~r our p9-rticipation in this mission project. I gave 
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them the promise that I would do all in my power to interpret and 
clarify to our mission leaders and executives this matter of Indo
nesian Missions: Since my return I have met with the Board of JVIis
sians and with a sub-committee seeking to carry out this promise. 
Meanwhile, as the' Synod is aware by this time, the brethren in Hol
land have sent Dr. Bavinck as their spokesman and representative to 
our present Synod, so that he might give expert information on the 
subject. I have been glad to have been of service where this was pos
sible, but feel that this delegation of so competent a mission leader 
as Dr. Bavinck with first-hand knowledge of Indonesia and all Dutch 
mission matters, makes any further mediation on my part on this 
-score quite superfluous. Now that Chinese doors apparently are closed 
to our mission efforts, may God giv~ us wisdom in entering promptly 
upon new fields, and may Indonesia receive the serious consideration 
of our Synod. Your fraternal delegate is happy to note that our Boaru 
of Missions comes with a definite, limited, but in our judgment wise 
proposa.l for initial, and exploratory entrance into Indonesia. It may 
prove to be another tie with the Church we owe so much and which 
has so much to offer us in sound Reformed missionary practice. 

4. Placement of the Rev. J. Wristers as Merchant Marine Pastor. 
Another assignment given me as contact man for one of our Boards 

concerned the placement of one of the Netherlands ministers as Dutch 
merchant. marine pastor at an American port. For some time the Gere
formeerde Kerken of the Netherlands have sought to place a minister 
of their own at the strategic port of New Orleans, in order to minister 
to the spiritual interests of the Dutch sailors of the Caribbean Sea. 
There is· much Dutch freight traffic, especially oil tankers, between 
the Dutch West Indies and the North American mainland. For some 
time the Dutch Gerefonneerde Kerken were attemptirig to station 
the Rev. Mr. J. W risters, "zeemanspredikant in dienst van de Gere
formeerde Kerken in Nederland" at this strategic port of New Orleans. 
Obstacles had arisen to the realization of this plan by reason of the 
fact that the Rtv. Mr. Wristers, unless formally called by some Ameri
can church or church body, could not enter the United States until after 
some possibly long period of deferment, coming as he would in that 
case under the regular U. S. immigration quota. By having our Church, 
through its Home Mission Board, undertake the c~ling of this minister 
for the specific task indicated, it would be possible to have him start 
the work sooner and to have his status covered during his stay in this 
country. Meanwhile this entire matter has been carried forward. Your 
delegate made two trips to the American consul at Rotterdam to 
mediate the arrangements in behalf of our Church under American 
immigration law. Existing obstacles were removed and the matter was 
reported back to our Home l\i[ission Executive Committee after a 
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meeting with the "Deputatcn voor de Koopvaardij" at the Hague, 
Your I-Iome Mission Board is reporting on this matter in its supple
mentary report, which makes clear that the Rev. Mr. Wristers, who has 
special aptitude for and experience in this work among sailors, will 
formally be loaned to the Executive Committee of Horne Missions and 
as s11ch will be called by the Board, with the distinct understanding that 
all financial obligations will be met by the Dutch Churches. It was a 
pleasure for your delegate also to serve in this capacity. What we as 
a Church are doing in Hoboken, the Dutch Churches will soon be doing 
with 'our moral support in the important port of New Orleans, from 
where this work may spread out up and down the East and West coast. 

5. Canadian Immigration. 
There is onc more important matter of common interest to the 

Dutch Gereformeerde Kerken and our Church in which your delegate 
was asked to be of service: Canadian Immigration. 

The Acts of Synod 1949, p. 37, reads as follows: "Considering that 
there is apparent need for fuller information re the· activities of our 
Church in behalf of Dutch immigrants in Canada; the advisability of 
strengthening the ties and promoting the work by personal consultation, 
we recommend: ' 

"1. That Synod ask Dr. C. Bouma' ... who is a delegate to the 
Ecumenical Synod in Amsterdam, also to represent our Church at the 
Synod of the Gereformeerde Kerken in order to acquaint this Synod 
with the work in which we are engaged in Canada. Adopted. 

<12. If the Home Missions Committee in consultation with Dr. C. 
o Bouma, or the alternate, after his return deems it wise that we send 
one of our men to go through the churches of the Netherlands, onr 
Missionary-at-large, Rev. J. M. VandeKieft, be sent in the fall to ac
quaint the churches there, with our Church and the work done for and 

, among the Canadian immigrants. Adopted." 

In accordance with this mandate our Home Mission' Board through 
its Executive Committee requested your fraternal delegate to be its 
spokesman and the spokesman of our Church in meeting various 
Dutch leaders and agencies associated with the emigration of Dutch 
people of Reformed persuasion to Canada. Your delegate had vari
ous conferences on this important matter. An evening was spent ''lith 
the key officers of, the I'Christelijke Emigratie Centrale," viz., Messrs. 
vVarnaar, Cnossen, and De Bruyn. Another conference, covering the 
greater part of a day, was had with a body of seven "Dcputaten voor 
Emigratie" of the "Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken in Neder
land." At this meeting, consisting of two professors and five minis
ters, we urged that the HChristelijke Gereformeerde" brethren would 
in the spirit of cooperation have full faith in our handling of the spi~-



I , 

I 

436 ACTS OF SYNOD, 1950 

itual interests of their sheep who had emigrated to Canada, and that 
it could serve no purpose to have the membership certificate of such 
people forwarded to the lone congregation in Grand Rapids which IS 

in denominational fellowship wi~h the "Christelijke Gereformeerden" 
in Nederland, and has at present a minister from that denomination. 
To this they agreed. We assured them many "Christelijke Gerefor
meerden" of the Netherlands join our fellowship in the U. S. and in 
Canada, and· that we would be only too happy to take care of their 
spiritual interests in this ,way. These deputies listened- with great in~ 

: terest and appreciation to an account of our Canadian work and. wen' 
pleased at the prospect that their members would at least live in fel
lowship with our Canadian Churches. 

Perhaps the most important contact on this subject of Canadian 
immigration was had with the "Gereformeerde Kerken." At the Synod 
of the Hague I sat in as guest-adviser on their adyisory committee to 
which immigration .matters had been assigned. I made it a' point to 
furnish full explanation of the work 011r Church is doing among 
Canadian immigrants. Figures were submitted; the type of work re
quired 'and its geographical distribution was explained; the four. dif
ferent funds distinguished; and the number of our present and pros
pective immigration pastors in Canada, was mentioned. There was 
nothing but the highest appreciation for this work, and in some cases 
amazement was expressed at the scope of this work. I discussed with 
them the responsibility of their consistories in regard to their depart
ing emigrant-members, and also attempted to make clear that there is' 
no need for Dutch ministers to come and settle in Canada, seeing that 
would only complicate the problem and in view of the fact that our 
Church would have sufficient workers in the field. The desirability of 
Dutch -ministers accompanying emigrants to Canada was also discussed. 
We placed great emphasis upon the fact, that if the Dutch churches 
and Christian emigration agencies would do all in their power on their 
part and in their position" we felt our Church is in a position to take 
~are of, the immigrant from the time he arrives in Canada. They 
seemed to be impressed by this fact, and I believe the thought regis
tered generally that we have no, need of Dutch ministers to come to 
Canada, even if there might be some who would personally like to 
make such a move. 

Also at the public session of Synod at which Canadian Immigration 
matters were finally taken up, there was great appreciation and a 
growing understanding of the work our Church is doing in Canada. 
The number of workers, the diversification of funds, and the actual 
amounts spent for this cause in recent years made a strong impression. 
Dr. Hoek, the President, gave fine expression to this appreciation and 
understanding. Among the decisions bearing upon this cause was the 
appointment of a separate board ("Deputaten" as they call them) for 
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Canadian and other immigration. Heretofore this work, as far as "cie 
Gereformeerdc Kerken" were concerned, had been a sub-division of the 
work entrusted to the "Deputaten vaar de Koopvaarclij," i.e:, the 
Board for the Spiritual Care of Sailors in the Dutch Merchant Marine. 
It w01,lld appear th3;t this Canadian immigration work will receive 
the full attention of these new Deputies and that there is a fine under
standing between the appropriate agencies on this score in their 
Churc!: and ours. 

I must close this report, though there is much more to say. One 
thought overshadows all else as I reflect upon the duty and· privilege 
that, was mine when I represented our beloved Church in 'the midst 
of the Refonned brethren assembled in Synod in the Nether
lands. We need one another. The world is growing smaller and smaller. 
Distances count for very little. The spiritual struggle is: becoming more 
perplexing and more intense. The living conviction that the God' 
centered Faith of the Scriptures - which is nought else but the Re
formed Faith - is the need of humanity, the only hope for the future, 
must spur us on to stand shoulder to' shoulder to bear witness. to this 
revealed truth of God in the midst of it world that is dying frpm dis
illusionment, 'frustration, and spiritual bankruptcy. What a respons;ibil
ity rests upon those who are the heirs of the Reformed Faith. There 
is no ecclesiastical body in all the world, to which we owe more, and 
to which we are more closely related, historically, spiritually, and 
culturally, than the "Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland." May the 
ties between us be drawn ever firmer. May our witness be a united 
one. May we, by the grace of God, mutually and reciprocally inspire 
one another in the b~tt1e for the truth of the Gospel. 

Humbly submitted, 
CLARENCE BOUMA. 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 51 
(Art. 153) 

CONDITIONS IN CHINA 

CHIN A ~s now completely under Communist rule. And this means 
the end of American influence in China. The Communists have 

been carrying on a strong anti-American campaign in order to destroy 
the respect and admiration the common people have for the U. S. A. 
True, some people, especially students, have been won over by this 
propaganda, but the vast majority of the people still have a warm feel
ing for America and are grateful for what America has done for 
China in the past. However, this anti-American propaganda hi'S made 
it hard for American missionaries to ·carry on. 

The Communist government has introduced a number of reforms 
that are praiseworthy and also have won some favor for the govern
ment with the people, but still the vast majority of the Chinese people 
have not been won over to Communism. The Communists were able 
to conquor the whole of China in such a short time because the people 
were tired. of corruption of the Chiang government and since about 
two thirds of Chhia's people are poor they were lured on by the Com
munist promises wealth-sharing. Now because of heavy taxation and 
the loss of personal freedom many have been disillusioned and -are 
hoping for a third world war, through which they hope the Communist 
grIp on China will be broken. 

Although missionaries who remained at their stations when the Com
munists arrived have been tolerated and in a sense protected, they have 
been limited in their movements so that they themselves are unable to 
do- effective work. However, because of the..fact that these missionaries 
remained the native workers associated with them also remained at 
their posts and that has paid off and is paying off now. While on the 
other hand, in places where missionaries left and consequently also 
the native evangelists, it has been well nigh impossible to reestablish 
the work. 

Our missionaries have now alI withdrawn from China, but in our 
J ukao field the native workers remain at their posts and are carry
ing on with the Christian groups. Our workers and Christians were 
very much afraid at first when the Communists took over, but now 
they are becoming bolder and are beginning to insist on their rights 
and to come out more openly f0'r their faith. Our Christian groups have 
been able to meet regularly for Sunday services, although we have had 
some difficulties. In one place, the Christians were requited to furnish 
a list of all those attending worship, and to await approval before ho1,1-
ing services. However, the Christians soon made arrangements for a 
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meeting place of their own in the village where most of the Christians 
live and then the rented Mission building was ,given up. In another 
place a labor union has forcibly taken possession' of the rented Mission. 
building and upon the death of the local Evangelist the authorities 
rc;:fused to grant permi:;sion for another worker to take his place. How
ever, the elders are carrying On and services are held in the little Chris
tian school building. 

And then there are three districts with which we had no contact 
for a -number of years because of the civil war. In these districts the 
Nationalist government was in control of the cities while the com
munists were in the country districts. Our Christians in these districts 
are almost all farmers and therefore for a time they were cut-off from 
the cities but they became thoroughly acquainted with the Communists. 
And now that the Communists are completely in control these Christian 
groups can' hold their services unhindered. Some of the Christians even 
hold minor positions in the_ local governments. 

Some of the Christians from one of these places became weary of 
years of fighting and returned to the place where their fathers had 
come from some fifty miles east. There they were able to worship un
hindered and also began to invite their neighbors in. And now services 
are being held in three different places and some forty families have 
asked to be baptized. Here we have a fine example of the indigenous 
church at work. 

In regard to Tsingkiang, the evangelist and Christians have been for
. bidden to hold meetings of any kind. The Mission rented buildings 
were taken over by the authorities and the work has come completely 
to an end there. Evangelist An was afraid to remain in Tsingkiang and 
asked to be transferred to our Jukao field. He is now working with a 
Christian group south of J ukao. 

Before leaving China it was felt some arrangement should be made 
for _ the administration of the sacraments. The Presbytery of the 
~lders Church was therefore asked to ordain two of our workers, Mr. 
Ch'en Kuei fen and Mr. Wang ai t'ang, who have been candidates of 
the Presbytery for some years. Unfortunately Mr. Ch'en took sick 
just before the meeting of the Presbytery early last April, but Mr. 
WanS' was ordained at that time. 1\1[r. Wang will now be able to ad
minister the sacraments to the different groups in our field. Our 
number of Christians remains about the same as last reported. We 
have about" 350 adult Christians and 150 baptized children. 

The future of the Church of Christ in China and of our Christian 
groups will depend to a great extent upon the vitality of these groups. 
If they prize the gospel and are willing to struggle for their faith they 
may survive, but no doubt their lot will be difficnlt and they may be 
facing persecution. May the Lord graciously keep them and bless them. 

A. H. SMIT. 
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COMMUNICATION No. 1 
Esteemed B'I'ethren: 

The undersigned comes to your honorable body with protest and a 
request. 
A. My PRO'fEST. 

1. I protest against the action of. the Synod of' 1949 in respect to the 
granting of the giving of an indefinite leave of absence to the Rev. Peter 
Eldersveld. I(Cf. Acts 1949, pages 57 -Art. 106, C, 2) '''Extend his leave 
of absence -indefinitely so that he can continue his work on the Back to 
God Hour." This action of Synod of 1949 is in direct conflict to and a 
violation of a. decision of the Synod of 1928. See SchaveI' 1939 Church 
Order, page 40; "No consistory has the right to grant its minister an 
indefinite leave of absence." This was based on Art. 137d of the Acts of 
1928, page 141, which reads· as follows: 

lid) Dat 'indefinite leave of absence' hetwelk alle nadere tijdsbepalirig 
ontwijkt, en juist het tegenovergestelde' is van het 'voor een tijdt,' in 
strijd is met Art. 14-' del' K. 0., en er licht toe leidt om het ambt van 
dienaar des Wool'ds als een soort bijzaak aan de hand te houden. Hiel'dool' 
komt men in stl'ijd met de'n aard, de heiligheid, en onaantastbaal'heid van 
het ambt, maakt men zich schuldig aan willekeurig handelen met het 
ambt en brengt het in discl'ediet" deshalve de Synode oordeelt, dat geen 
kerkeraal'd recht heeft om zijn leeraar een 'indefinite leave of 'absence' 
te verleenen, wijl Art. 14 del' K. O. juist het tegenovergestelde bepaalt _ 
en er in de K. O. geen enkel Artikle voorkomt, dat zulk een 'indefinite 
leave of absence' wettigt. Alzo besloten." 

We believe that the action of Synod 1949 is not for the best interest 
of the church, nor for the minister or tp.e cause he promotes. 

2. It may be contended that I should go through consistory via Classis 
to Sy:pod with the matter to get a hearing now. But let me now point 
out that, although Synod of 1949 erred in this matter, I had every reason' 
to believe that the consis;tory of South Holland would not concur in the 
request of Synod; and until the official correspondence between our church 
and the consistory of South Holland by our able and alert Stated Clerk was 
completed' I could not very well act in this matter. 

However, since our Synod of 1950 has officially received the information 
that the consistory of the Bethany Christian Reformed Church of South 
Holland has granted the Rev. P. Eldersveld an indefinite leave, I believe 
it to be in order in bringing this matter to the attention of the Synod 
of 1950. It even could be contended that acceptance of this infonnation is 
a tacit approval or acquiescence in this action of Synod 1949 and the 
consistory of South Holland. . 

The Synod of 1949 did not give an indefinite leave of absence but 
asked Bethany Church to 00 so and it did. The Stated Clerk reported 
said action to this Synod and it is up to this Synod to take note of this 
and consequently take position either by inactive silence or by correcting 
this error. 
B. My REQUEST. 

In respect to the above I humbly petition the Synod of 1950 to either 
rescind the decision of the Synod of 1928 or to advise the consistory of 
Bethany Church of South Holland that the giving of an indefinite leave 
of -absence was an error for reasons given above and should therefore 

, be nullified. Respectfully yours 
REV. ELBERT KOOISTRA. 



OVERTURES 441 

OVERTURES 

1 Art. 68, Church Order ,and Catechism Preaching 
• Classis Grand Rapids South, considering the evident intentions of 

Article 68 of the ChUl'ch Order, and considering the great value of Cate
chism Preaching toward the upbuilding of the sound spiritual life of our 
people; and the preservation of the Biblical, Ref9rmed calibre of our 
Churches, and desirous of maintaining and safeguarding this historic and 
valuable institution, overtures Synod to add- the following words to ques
tion one (1) under, Questions to the Whole Consistory of our Synodical 
RULES FOR CHURCH VISITING: 

• . . and are the words of the catechism division to be preached, 
read to the congregation before the sermon is-preached and are these 
sermon explanations and applications of the material contained in 
the Lord's Day under' consideration? . . 

If these additional words are adopted by Synod the whole question at the 
occasion of Church Visitation, touching catechism preaching, will read 
as follows: 

(1) Do you have preaching services at least twice on each Lord's Day, 
once from a text the choice of which is left free, and O!lce after the 
order of the Heidelberg Catechism, so that no Lord's Day is omitted, 
and are. the words of the Catechism division to be preached read to 
the congregation before the sermon is preached, and are these ser
mon explanations and applicati~ms of the materials contained in 
the Lord's Day under consideration? 

Classis further overtures Synod to urge all delegates to report this 
amendment at first opportunity to their respective Classes, so' that all 
Church Visitors may take note of this _change, and may make specific in
quiry regarding this matter. 

Canadian Treasurer 

Classis Grand Rapids South 
J. O. BOUWSl'tIA, S. C. 

2. Classis Pacific overtures Synod to instruct the Canadian Treas:urer 
to report all monies received to the Publication Committee before the publi
cation of the following Yearbook. 

A. "lvV ASSINK, S. C. 

3 'Sermon~~ for Reading Services 
~ Classis Pacific overtures Synod: 
1. To continue to uublish sermons. 
2. To publish a la"i-ger number of sermons. 
3. To publish sermons of from 30 to 40 minutes in length. 

A. 'V ASSINK, S. C. 

Rescind Decision of Synod of lS81 4. Classis Pacific overtures Synod to rescind Art. 55 of the Acts of 
Synod of 1881, and allow our churches to vote for ministers on the Lord's 
Day, since this is work of a purely spiritual nature. 

, 
A. \VASSINK, S. C. 
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Indian Mission Policies 
Classis Pella overtures Synod as follows: 5. 

Classis Pella, convinced that there is serious discrep~ncy between sound 
Reformed Mission principles and our practices on the Indian field, and 

Convinced that the very policies followed on our Indian Mission field in
creasingly thwart the realization of our professed ideal of a native church' 
in a native sett.ing and under native supervision and control, overtures 
Synod to appoint a committee whose task shall be to study and investigate 
these matters and if possible to come to the Synod of 1951 with -definite 
proposals anent these matters. Grounds: 

1. . In spite of repeated synodical decisions pertaining to certain aspects 
of this problem, there persists in the bosom of the Church serious 
misgivings as to the correctness of our Indian Mission policies. Wit
ness, persistent classical and synodical debates on these'matters. The 
public expression of sentiments in our church papers, and particu
larly the recent pamphlet of professor-elect Rev. H. R. Boer, "There 
must be more certainty and greater 'unanimity on these matters be
fore we can move forward with confidence in our Indian Mission 
program." 

REV. S. Vrss, S. C. 

6 Dual Mission Budget 
• 'We, the undersigned missionaries of the Christian Reformed Church 

in' Nigeria request the Synod of 1950 to seriously reconsider a decision 
which it took during the sessions of 1949 with respect, to the -financial 
side of the foreign mission program. We are of the opinion that the 
financial side of the Mission program of the Church should reflect sound 
Biblical principles as well as the execution of the actual mission work 
whether it be evangelism, education or the ministry of mercy. vVe are 
protesting against a departure from sound procedure. 

1. - We seriously object to the division of the budget into: BASIC 
NEEDS, "In this part shall be placed aU sums for salaries, supplies, 
maintenance, repairs, etc." and SPECIAL GIFT BUDGET "in which 
shall be placed all sums for contingencies and any desirable projects and 
all buildings andJmprovements over and above bare needs." We believe 
that this will open the door for irregularities of all kinds. According to 
this new definition the mission quotas will not even provide new and in
creasing staff members with homes, . where they still have to be built. 

2. One of the reasons given for this two",fold budget is "Synod and the 
churches should be responsible in whole, not in part, for the basic needs 
of our mission program and should establish quotas for same." We are 
in perfect agreement with this, but feel that the homes of the missionaries, 
a much needed school building, and capital equipment needs at the mission 
stations are indeed BASIC NEEDS to be provided for in the quotas as 
part of the necessary mission budget. Indeed, "Synod and the Churches 
should be responsible in whole, and not in part for the basic needs to 
include these items as well." 

3. This new budget arrangement is bound to have the effect of making 
missionaries become solicitants for money. "Missionaries making propa
ganda for their fields can be duly rewarded._" 

4. The dual budget plan is not in keeping with Reformed Mission 
principle, that Missions is the task of the Church. If this be true the 

/ 
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Church through its quotas (or in.a planned and prescribed budget) must 
assunle fuli responsibility for all legitimate needs. Buildings and capital 
equipment, a big factor in missions in our day, also fall into this basic 
category. A sound mission program deserves a sound and worthy budget 
to meet the needs of that program to its full extent. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BETTY VANDEN BERG 
JENNIE STIELSTRA 
TENA A. HUIZENGA 
MARGARET DYKSTRA 
RENA DEKKER 
GILBERT HOLKEBOER 
PETER IPEMA 
REV. PETER DEKKER 

7 Calling of Returned Missionary 
• Classis Sioux Centerl has taken note of the fact that the returned 

missionaries from the China field have been recommended to the churches 
for a call with the exception of Rev. A. H. Selles. 

The Classis' overtures Synod to declare that similar steps should be 
taken in the case of Rev. A. H. Selles. Grounds: 

1. Our Christian Reformed Board of Missions shouid not retain mis
sionaries indefinitely without a specific field of labor. 

2. The China field is now closed to us and there is no assurance that 
it will be opened again in the foreseeable future. 

3. Rev. Selles could be recalled should the field again open even if he 
were 'a pastor of a .church. 

4. At present there is need for ordained men in our vacant churches. 
Respectfully submitted, 

CLASSIS SIOUX CENTER, 
SAMUEL FOPMA, S. C. 

8 Granting of Th.D. Degrees 
" Classis Sioux Center overtured Synod to postpone for a considerable 

period the authorization of the Board of Trustees of Calvin Seminary to 
grant the Th.D. degree. Grounds: , 

1. For the present the great majority of our- constituency is not at all 
able to give intelligent support to so important a project as the 
introduction of a Th.D. course in our Seminary and we cannot ex
pect them to give such a project their hearty backing unless the pros 
and· cons of such a move be discussed thoroughly in our Church 
papers. 

2. Our library must be considerably enlarged before it can provide 
candidates for the Th.D. degree with the tools necessary for their 
graduate study and there is no prospect that our library will become 
sufficient for this purpose within two or three years. 

3., Before our Seminary, can grant a Th.D. degree, which will have a 
reputable standing in the scientific world, the members of the Semi
nary Faculty must show by their writings more than they have done 
heretofore that they have master,ed their respective fields of study. 

4. For the present our small number of Seminary professors should 
concentrate their energy on furthering the main purpose of our Semi-



444 ACTS OF SYNOD, 1950 

nary by giving their students the very best kind of ministerial 
training. If at the present our small number of Seminary professors' 
should take on such work as would be involved in the introduction 
of a Th.D. course, this would almost inevitably lead to a lessening 
of the emphasis now placed on ministerial training. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CLASSIS SIOUX CENTER, 
SAMUEL FOPMA, S. C. 

9 Graduate Study 
o Classis Sio,ux Center overtured Synod to declare that the preparation 

of a long-range program, having as its eventual goal the granting of the' 
Th.D. degree, calls for the collaboration of the Calvin College' Faculty 
with the Seminary Faculty. Grounds: ' 

1. It would be unwise to neglect the' help which the Calvin College 
Faculty can give in the ,consideration of :;t. question so important and 
so involved as the question when the time may be deemed ripe for 
the introduction of a Th.D. course in our Seminary. 

2. The question of graduate study is of vital concern to Calvin College 
as well as to Calvin Seminary. ~ 

Respectfully submitted, 
CLASSIS SIOUX CENTER, 
SAMUEL ,FOPMA, S. ,C. 

10 Classis Decision Re Scholten Appeal 
- • Classis Sioux Center, in session February 28, 1950, has r.eceived 
a copy of an appeal of Mr. C. J. Scholten to the- Synod of 1950. 

A committee of preadvice appo,inted by Classis advises that Classis de
clare that this matter is legally before it. Adopted. (This appeal' was 
also sent to the consistory of Colton, So. Dak., since Mr. Scholten formerly 
served the Colton Chr. Ref. Church.) 

The above mentioned committee further advised Clas'sis: 
1. - Classis can of course not presume to prescribe to the Synod of 19~0 

how it sh~:)Uld handle the appeal of Mr. Scholten. 
2. In case Synod should decide to consider the materials contained in Mr. 

Scholten's appeal in spite of the fact that the abov~ named appellant still 
has not met the demands of the Synod of 1938, then Classis requests Synod 

. to take note of the documents of Classis Sioux Center touching the Scholten 
case which are bound in the archives of Synod. 

Reason: 
,Those documents (Jf' former days were sent 'up by Classis when many 
of its members were well acquainted with the intricacies of the 
Scholten case. The Classis as at present constituted does not know 
enough about 'the Scholten case to present to Synod an intelligent 
answer to Mr. Scholten's appeal. 

3. As to Mr. Scholten's request to this Classis to be reinstated as 
minister of the Gospel, it is not within the province of this Classis to 
do this as long as Synod has not passed on the m~rits of the Scholten 

Icase. 
(The above 3 points were adopted by Classis.) 

IN NAME OF CLASSIS SIOUX CENTER, 
SAMUEL FOPMA, S. C. 
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11. 
follows: 

Indian Mission Policies and Mission Budget 
Classis ~finnesota respectfully _overtures the Synod of 1950 as 

Classis Minnesota is in substantial agreement with the principles set 
forth by the Rev. Harry R. Boer in his 'pamphlet, "Our Mission Budget 
and- the Indian Field," and urges Synod to take every measure necessary 
to eliminate from its present policies on the Indian Field, - and should it 
hold true of another field under our jurisdiction, - that which conflicts 
with a strictly indigenous m'ission program. 
Done at March 1, 1950 session 
of Classis Minnesota, me,eting 
at the First Chr. Ref. Church 
of Edgerton, Minnesota. 

PETER VAN TUINEN I 
STATED . CLERK. 

12 Dual Miss~on Budget Policy 
e Classis Ostfriesland' presents to Synod for consideTation the 

'following overture of the Hollandale, M;il1:p-., consistory but withholds 
endorsement. 

The consistory of the Hollandale, Minn., Christian Reformed Church 
overtures Synod: 

I. To rescind the decision of the Synod of 1949 establishing a dual 
budget (basic and supplementary budget) for our mission work. Grounds: 
. 1. The churches and classes have had no opportunity to consider this 

proposal. ·While this is not absolutely re.quired, surely a proposal 
of such far reaching consequences might well have been given time 
for careful study. 

2. There is something deceptive about the dual system adopted. Es
sentials of Mission work (f.i., building) are shunted to the supple
mentary budget and incidentals (fj., paint) are placed on the basic 
budget. 

3. There is an opportunism about the decision which is bound to work 
detrimentally. Causes which find strong and ready-at-hand boosters 
will profit, for the occasion, while other causes which do not receive 
the same immediate boost will suffer. The very thing our synods 
have, always sought to' avoid, viz., high pressure for certain projects 
now receives official sanction. 

4. The decision is' open to serious scriptural objection. All of the mission 
work is the task of the whole church. To place certain phases upon 
a pedestal as required, and selecting some as voluntary, cuts at the 
very heart o~ this principle. 

II. To instruct our force on the Indian field to apply themselves in their 
work strictly and only according to the adopted r~port on indigenous 
churches (Acts 1942, 99. 69ft), to, avoid all procedures and practices con
flicting with the policy therein adopted (fj., taking confessions of natives 
at Rehoboth), and to work to' build missionary rolls and native ,groups 
along the lines laid down in that report. Grounds: 

1. Synod there expressed itself on the fundamental principles and 
practices which should guide us in all our labors. 

2. Practices and developments have sprung up around the mediCal and 
educational work which are out of hannony with the adopted state
ment of principle. 
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III. To work toward limiting our work on the Indian field by ceasing 
all building operations, discontinuing the medical work, reducing the 
industrial and educational staff by 60% and the evangelistic staff by 
50% so that the budget may be limited to $100,000 annually (at the present 
rating of the dollar). Grounds: 

.1. In spite of yeal"S of propaganda the propriety of the me-thad being 
followed on this field continues to be seriously questioned, occasions 
much discontent within the churches, and is proving year after year, 
more and more its futility and evil tendencies. 

2. The suggested staff will adequately take care of the. work on this 
field in line with the adopted indigenous policy. 

3. Continuing the present extremely disproportionate share of effort on 
the Indian field is unfair to our kingdom labors, particularly to 
other mission fields, now occupied or calling for our attention. 

4. On this more modest scale we may work on in the hope that some 
day -a native church shall be able to take over and carry on what 
we have begun. 

The Consistory of the Hollandale, Minn. 

Feb. 20, 1950 
Hollandale, Minn. 

"Open Shop" Labor Policy 

Christian Reformed Church. 
A. A. KONING, President 
R. V ANDER PLOEG, Cle1'k 

Fraternally yours, 
B. VANDEN BRINK, S.C. 
Cla.Ssis Ostfriesland. 

13. The consistory of Second Christian Reformed Church of Kalama
. zoo, Mich" begs to submit the follOwing overture to you. 

Consistory of Second ChI'. Ref. ChurCh of Kalamazoo, Mich., overtures 
Synod to instruct the Board of Calvin College and Seminary to adhere 
to the principle of the "open shop" in the letting of contracts for any 
building projects for Calvin College and Seminary. Grounds: 

1. "Closed Shop" contractors make it impossible for many tradesmen 
among our own people to labor on such building. projects, as they 
refuse to become members of the A.F .L. or C.1.0. unions. 

2. It is manifestly unfair to exclude our people, who help support Calvin 
College and Seminary, from working on building projects by their 
own Church, especially because their s~and is one of principle. 

Consistory, Kalamazoo II, 
L. VAN LAAR, President, 
CHARLES VISSCHER, Sec'retary. 

14 Graded SU'iulay School Lef}sons 
• Classis Muskegon transmits to Synod of 1950, 'without its ad-

herence, the following overture, received from the Second Ch~istian Re
formed Church of Grand Haven, Mich. 

"The Consistory of the Second Christian Reformed Church of Grand 
Haven overtures (or requests) Synod to take such action as will result 
in the establishment of a system of graded lessons for the Sunday Schools. 

1. This will enable the Sunday Schools better to meet the religious 
needs of their students. 
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2. It will make it easier to adjust the lessons to the age' of the child. 
3. It will eliminate unnecessary repetition. 
4. It will permit correlation of the work oT the Sunday School with 

that of the Catechism and possibly with the instruction of ' the Chris
tian Schoo1." 

Sincerely, 
Classis Muskegon, 

REV. I. D. COUWENKOVEN; S. C. 

15. Synodical Diaconal Committee 
The consistory of the Second Christian Reformed Church of Den

ver, Colorado overtures Synod: 
To consider the advisability of appointing a, Synodical diaconal Com

mittee (with advisory PQwer only) composed of deacons, to coordinate the 
work of mercy and to 'act as liaison between diaconates within our 'aenomi
nation;, and to provide the diaconates with an overall picture of the needs 
of the poor. Grounds: . 

1. There is a danger of some diaconates neglecting the work of mercy 
when they do not have poor in their own cong:regations. 

The principle of caring for the poor is founded in Scripture in the 
following texts: 

Deut. 15: 11~ "For the poor shall never cease out of the land, I command 
thee, saying, Thou shalt open thine hand wide' unto thy brother, to thy 
poor, and to thy needy in thy land"; and also John 12:8, where' Jesus 
says, "For the poor always ye have with you." 

2. Church order states the principle of coordination and cooperation 
but fails to provide a practical method for carrying this out. 

FOl' example, a diaconate having no poor in its own congregation, to 
remain active in the work of mercy, would have to correspond with each 
and every diaconate in order to gain accurate knowledge of the location 
and degree of need. A Synodical Diaconal Committee would keep all 
diaconates informed as to needs in the work of mercy. 

Article XXVI of the church order: 
"In places where others are devoting themselves to the care of the 

poor, the Deacons shall seek: a mutual understanding with them to the end 
that the alms may all be better distributed among those who have, greatest 
need. Moreover, they shall make it possible for the poor to make use of 
institutions of mercY, and to that end shall request the Board of Directors 
of such institutions to keep in close touch with them. It is desireable that 
the Diaconates assist and consult one another, especially in caring for 
the poor in such i.nstitutions." 

Acts of Synod, 1910, Art. 67: 
Classes ai'e urged to impress earnestly upon negligent congregations 

their obligations to remember the poor, if necessary also those in other 
congregations; and to attend to the development of the diaconate and to 
proper correspondence between deaconries. (taken from Schaver's Chris
tian'Reformed Church Order, page 59.) 

3. In the emergency of Netherlands Relief we as a denomination were 
unequipped to handle the problem. 

Furthermore, oCGasions will again arise, when thru wars, pestilence, 
drouths, earthquakes, floods, or other ways, the Lord's hand may bear 
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heavily upon our fellowmen and assistance will be needed, with which 
a local church cannot cope effectively. Our denomination needs some fonn 
of organization through which various churches could act in rendering 
assistance. 

Moreover, in the Providence of God, such calamaties may come upon 
our local church, and the local diaconate/ may be unable to care for the 
needs of the people. It this should be our lot, a Committee such as that 
recommended would be ready and able to pass along, our appeal for as
sistance. This might befall any congregation. 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Consistory of 
Second Christian Reformed Church 
Denver, Colorado. 
MENKO OUWINGA, Preside'(l,t 
H. HOOGSTRATE, Clerk. 

P. S."· The Consistory of the First Denver Church overtures Synod to 
adopt the overture Second Denver Church re a Synodical Diaconal Com
mittee. 

JOHN GUICHELAAR, President 
JOHN A. ZOETEWEY, Clerk 

Re Synodical Diaconal Committee 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN:' 

The Consistory of the Second Christian Reformed Church of Denver, 
respectfully calls your attention to Overture No. 15 re "A SYNODICAL 
DIACON AL COMMITTEE" as submitted by the Second Christian Re
formed Church of Denver and endorsed by the Consistory of the First 
Christian Reformed Church of Denver, Colo. 

In this writing we would like to call attention to a situation prevailing 
at the present time in our Winnipeg,congregation which 'calls for' just the 
thing presented in our overture. From many sources, including a descrip
tion of disaster conditions and a plea for help, in the "Nieuws uit Winni
peg, Canada" report by Rev. A. Disselkoen on pages 366 and 367 of the 
"vVachter" of June 6, 1950, we leanl of the needs of this congregation 
which ha's experienced the havoc of recent devastating floods. 

Rev. Disselkoen's news report contains a plea for financial and '.,material 
aid, but is found in the "Wachter," with its limited circulation, and "in an 
obscure part of said publication. Aid for this congregation will be 
limited and sporadic unless greater publicity is given to the needs of this 
flock. ' 

The. Overture of Denver II is designed to establish an agency which 
can in the future take care of contingencies such as the one mentioned 
above. Thus the Diaconate would come to its own more fully and needy 
persons or groups be helped. 

We would bespeak your favorable consideration to our Overture, and 
request that in the meantime Synod provide ways and means for helping 
stricken '\¥innipeg. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Consistory Second ChI'. Ref. Church, 

REV. M. OUWINGA, President, 
JOHN DAVIDS, Clerk. 



OVERTURES 449 

16 Representation on Home Missions Committee 
• Classis Kalamazoo overtures Synod, "That the Synod allow Classis 

Kalamazoo a place on the Executive Committee of Home Missions." 
Grounds: Classis Kalamazoo is the only Michigan Classis not repre
sented on the Executive Committee. 

Classis Kalamazoo 
JOHN H. OLTHOFF, Stated Clerk. 

17 Release from Loan 
• The Classis Grand Rapids East in session in the Ada Chr. Ref. 

Church, Jan. 18, 1950, 'received ,the following communication from 'our 
Chatham, Ont., Canada Church: 
Classis Grand Rapids East, 
in session January 18. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

January 16, 1950. 

The Consistory of the Christian Reformed Church in Chatham requests 
your este~ed body to support the appeal from the decision of the Com
mittee on Church Help to the effect that our loan from the Church Help 
Fund cannot come under the' rules of the Canadian Building Fund, to wit: 
To grant the Chatham congregation fiye yeal'S before refund need be 
made of 5% on the $20,000 loan and that one-fourth be an outright grant. 

The reason adduced is that ,ve were granted the loan from the Church 
Help Fund and hence are subject to its regulations and only those who 
now get money out of the Canadian Building Fund will repay according to 
the rules adopted by Synod for that special fund. So if we should need a 
loan in the future then we, too, would come under this Canadian Building 
Fund as well as all Canadian Churches. 

The Chatham Consistory realizes that the Church Help Committee is 
bound by the regulations laid down by Synod, and therefore _could not do 
otherwise, but feels that it should come under the rules_ of the . Canadian 
Building Fund as a matter of equity, and therefore this appeal to Synod to 
grant this special consideration. Grounds: 

1. The Chatham Consistory came with the proposal to the Synod of 
1948 through Glassis Grand Rapids East to give special aid to the 
Canadian Churches burdened with the influx of immigrants as out
lined in Overture No.· 12, page 439, Acts of Synod 1948. As a -result 
of this Overture a Committee was appoiI].ted who in conjunction with 
the Church ;Help Committee came with the· proposal to aid said 
Canadian Churches under the to be established Canadian Emergency 
Fund. See Acts of Synod 1949, pages 82,· 83, Art. 1,27. 

The Chatham Consistory could· not wait for this ~ction of Synod, 
but had to proceed. to build as soon as possible because of the in
flux of immigrants. Must- they now shoulder this large financial loan 
without this special aid,? They now have a debt of $33,300 after the 
amount for the sale of the old church was deducted. Of this sum 
$22,050 is loaned from the Church Help Funt:.!. 

2. The Chatham congregation is so largely composed of immigrants. Of 
the 120 families abou~ 100 families are immigrant families. Should 
not the same rules be applied as is done in the case of those who 
now apply1 

RespectfllIly subrnitted, 
The Chatham Consistory, 

G. J. VANDER ZIEL, Pres. 
JOHN SCHENK, Clerk. 

Classis Grand Rapids East lends its support to this appeal that Chatham 
addresses to Synod. Classis Grand Rapids East 

MORRIS H. FABER, S. C .. 



I 
I 

i 
I 

450 ACTS OF SYNOD, 1950 

18. Support of Mission Fields not under Supervision, of DenominOr 
tional Boards ' 

The Classis Grand Rapids East in session in the Ada ChI'. Ref. Church 
Jan. 18, 1950t received the -following communication from our Calvin 
Church of Grand Rapids: 

"The Calvin Consistory overtures Classis to overture Synod that, whereas 
there are at present deserving Christian Reformed missionaries ''larking 
at strategic mission points Qther than our own fields who desire not to 
lose their official connection with our church, Synod revise the stand of -1937 
(Acts of 1937, Art. 121, VIII, D, 2, page 99) in such a way that churches 
which meet their synodical quotas for missions and desire to lend financial 
and moral support to deserving Christian Reformed missionaries not work
ing on one of our o\vn fields may do so with Synodical approbation. 

Grounds: 
1. This will stimulate missionary enthusiasm in general; 
2. This will' keep missionaries, who otherwise have to' break such con

nections, in official contact with QUI' church; 
3. There are at present missionaries w]1O" desire to retain their official 

contact with our church and are not in a position to serve on one 
of our fields; 

4. This is ,in accord with the decision of 1924 as interpreted by the 
Synod of 1943. 

By order of the Consistory, 
C. BOOMSMA, Pres. 
H. G. DEKKER, Clerk. 

Classis Grand Rapids East decided to forward this overture to your 
honorable body v,'ithout comment .. 

New Mission Fields 

Classis' Grand Rapids East, 
MORRIS H. FABER, S. C. 

19. Classis Grand Rapids South supports the following Overture: 
The Consisto'ry of Lag't'ave Avenue Christian Reformed Church overtures 

Synod to ascertain whether it' will be possible and desirable to take over 
the field of Pakistan as part of our mission responsibility. Reasons: 

1. Dr. Ralph Blocksma, a member of the Christian Reformed Church 
and a missionary in Pakistan supported by the' Men's Missionary 
Society of the Lag'l'ave Avenue Church, deems it possible and desir
able. 

2. Dr. Vroon, who was reared in the Christian Reformed Church and 
is still committed wholeheartedly to its position, and Dr. Blocksma 
are in charge of a, splendidly equipped hospital in Pakistan and are 
doing an excellent work among the people in the area of the Hospital. 

3. The Christian Reformed approach, with its strong intellectual: empha
sis and its doctrine of predestination, seems particularly suited for 
work among the Mohammedans, who constitute the greater part of 
the population of this area. 

4. Our field in China is closed at present, and in the judgment of the 
ConSistory will remain closed for some time, unless God mercifully 
intervenes. 

5. We stand to lose some of our finest missionaries to other denomi
nations unless we find a field for them such as Pakistan offel's. 

J. O. BOu\VSMA, S. C. 
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China Mission Funds 
Classis Grand Rapids West overtUl'es Synod: 20. 

That the funds to be received for the China Mission field .in 1950 
amounting to approximately $88,400.00 be divided in somewhat the follow
ing manner: 

1. ,That one-third (lh) of ¥he money be kept in escrow, in case the 
China field should be opened unexpectedly this money may be ready for 
immediate use. 

2. That two-thirds (%) of th~ money be divided among other foreign 
mission fields. 
Grounds: 

1. The door into the China Mission field has been closed for the present. 
2. Synod of 1949, and our people as well, ii'own on building up unused 

surpluses. 
Classis Grand Rapids 'Vest 
F. L. NETZ, S. C. 

21 Sermons for Reading Services 
•. Whereas Classis Pacific overtures Synod to publish more and 

longer sermons in the English language for reading services; 
We the consistory of the Christian Reformed Church of Neerlandia, 

Alberta, Canada, overture Synod to publish more special sermons, such 
as prayer day, Thanksgiving day, preparatory, and passion week sermons. 
As also sermons on the Lord's Day (Heidelberg Catechism) as there 
seemS to be a definite shortage of these- sermons. 

The Consistol"Y of N eerlandia 
__ G. INGWF..RSEN, Clerk 

22 Reserve Fund for Needy Churches 
• Classis Wisconsin protests to Synod the draining of the reserve 

"Fund for Needy Churches" and requests that it be not repeated; but 
rather than an adequate quota be approved. 

23. 

Classis Wisconsin 
N. JANSEN, S. C. 

Church Extension and Neighborhood Evangelism 
Classis California, overtures Synod: 

That Synod appoint a study committee for the specific purpose of 
properly and clearly stating the line of demarcation between the mandate 
and policy of the General Home Mission Committee to evangelize the 
-unchurched and uncoverted population of our nation, and the program 
called "Neighborhood evangelism," formerly called "City Mission Work," 
as it is sponsored and supervised by -local consistories of our denomination. 
Simply stated the problem is: "What is the distinction between this phase 
of Church Extension and N eighQorhood Evangelism '?" 

Grounds: 
1. As far back as 1898 Synod urged the churches to spread the Gospel 

in the communities in which they reside. Various Synods since have 
even with greater emphasis, laid the burden of the unchurched on 
the heart of the local churches. 



I 

452 ACTS OF SYNOD; 1950 

2. During recent Synods the -General Committee for Home Missions was 
instructed to evangelize unchurched communities. Previously the 
task of the General Committee of Home Missions was "Church Ex
tension." 

3. The adoption of the proposed "United, Home Mission Service" plan 
by Synod of 1947. has greatly aggr~vated the problem of proper 
division between the two fields of Kingdom work. 

4. Two concrete examples of recent date may help to cla~ifY our 
problem: 
a. The Artesia', Bellflower I and II churches have' recently erected 

a chapel for the purpose of evangelizing the community. Ap
proximately four miles south of Bellflower, our General Com
mittee of Home MissiollS;, through its Classical Home Missions 
Committee, -is also erecting a Gospel chapel. Both 'are established 
and sponsored for,' the purpose of evangeUzing ,the unchurched. 
There is no essential difference between the two. 

b .. Synod of 1949 adopted the reCommendation of its appoint.ed. com
mittee to assist financially weak churches, and to urge all of 
our churches to contribute an offering toward this cause. How
ever, it was also decided to place the authority for proper 4istl'i
bution of this fund in the Executive Committee of Home Missions. 
Hence we appeal to Synod for a distinct well-defined plan, where
by both branches of Kingdom work can prosper and expand 
under the guidance and blessing of our Lord and King. 

24 Medical Exa·mination of Mission W01'kers 
• Classis California overtures Synod: 

That Synod investigate the possibility and advisability of changing the 
present policy of the Foreign Missions Board to let the final decision as 
to acceptance 01' rejection of candidates to our mission fields rest with the 
advice of only one physician. This should be referred to 'at least two 

. competent phYSicians. Grounds: 
1. The present policy places too much responsibility on the shoulders 

of one person. 
2. In doubtful cases there "Till be less ap'pearance of unfairness. 

25 Nominating of OjJice-Beare?'s 
• The consistory of the Parchment Christian Reformed Church of 

Kalamazoo, Mich., presents the following overture for your consideration. 
"The consistory of the Parchment Christian Reformed Church overtures 

Synod to declare that, in the nominating of office-bearers, consi~tories 
should give very weighty consideration, to those who favor labor move
ments_that are based on the Word of God." Grounds: 

1. This would give guidance to the consistories that are confronted 
with this problem. 

2. It is in harmony with the stand taken by Synod regarding nominees 
for office-bearers and their attitude toward the cause of Christian 
instruction. See Acts of Synod 1934, AI:t. 162, page 167. 

Humbly submitted, 
The Parchment Consistory, 

GARRETT H. VANDE RIET, President 
Done in consistonr April 28, 1950. NICK VAK DYKE, SeC1'etary 
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26. Ramiah Field 
Classis Grand 

following action: 
Rapids South, in session May 10, 1950, took the 

Classis Grand Rapids South overtures Synod to act favorably upon the 
offer of Mr. A. V. Ramiah, who is offering to the Christian Reformed 
Chp.l'ch the "Telugu Village Mission" in India, which covers an area of 
some three thousand square miles and works amongst a population of 
over one million people. 

Classis offers the following reasons: 
1. The gl'eat need of the Gospel in that area. Our necessary with

drawal from China with its teeming -millions giv.es warrant to our 
going .elsewhere where the needs are great. 

2. Two members of the Christian Reformed Church are at present at 
work in that Mission Field and have been the means of bringing 
that work to' the atteIltion -of our Church. They desire that it be
come a strJct!y Church conducted Mission. 

3. Already more than fifty per cent of the support of that Mission 
comes from Christian Reformed people and /Churches and the adop
tion of that Field would give, our Church complete autonomy in the 
work. 

4. The adoption of that work would paraliel our pattern of entrance 
into the Nigerian ;Field which today is so richly blessed of God. 

'Some of our members were at work there as missionaries; much 
of the financial support came from Christian Reformed sources; the 
request came for acclesiastic adoption 'and thus we were led to take 
up the work in Nigeria. Similar factors are present now with 
reference to the Mission Field being offered by Mr. Ramiah. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. O. ,BOUWSMA, S. C. 

------

New Mission Fields 27. Classis Hudson overt'qres Synod to appoint a committee which 
is to advise the Synod of 1951 as to a new field or fields for Mission Work, 
since it is the judgment of Classis that Synod should proceed cautiously 
in the selection of a new field or fields. ' 

28. Open Shop Labor Policies 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: / 

Fraternally yours, 

B. VISSCHER, S. C. 

Atta~hed hereto, please find a copy of an Overture sent by our Boston 
Square Consistory to Classis Grand Rapids East in session at Lansing, 
Mieh., May 10, 1950. 

Said session of Glassis decided to forward said Overture to your honor
able body with "the following comments: 

1. While it cannot support the Overture in its strong statements, 
neverthless the Classis feels that the Board of Trustees (of Calvin 
College and Seminary) did not exhaust every means to do justice 
to the policy of the open s~oP. 
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2. That in future eventual contracts for the construction of buildingsl 

the Board should exert itself to the utn).Ost to do full justice to our 
,own laboring men." 

Respectfully submitted, 
Glassis Grand Rapids' East 
MORRIS H. FABER, S. C. 

OVERTURE 
The Consistory of the Boston Square Chris~ian Reformed Church of 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, overtures the Classis to overture the Synod of 
the Christian Reformed Church to be held in June, 1950. Our overture 
to which we seek the adherence of Classis G~and Rapids East. 

1. Expresses, disapproval of the action of the Board of >Trustees of 
Calvin College and Seminary in ,awarding the contract for the addition 
of the Library building to a contractor' who operates under a closed shop 
labor policy with the American Federation of Labor; and 

2. Requests that action be taken that will insure an open shop labor 
policy on all Calvin College and other Church-controlled building's that 
may be erected in the future, so that no member of the Church will be 
barred from working on such a job because of refusal to join an organiza
tion which, according to his conscientious convictions, is guilty of practices 
that conflict with the teachin~' of the word of God. Grounds,' 

1. The' Synod of 1943, after an exhaustive study by a Committee of 
leading men, restated and re-emphasized the position that Christians 
should not join or remain membei's of organizations which pe'l'Illit 
unchristian practices. (See Acts of Synod, 1943, Art. 172, and also 
the report of the Study Committee given in the same Acts, pages 
383-390, where the decisions of former Synods are summarized.) 

2. The Closed Shop employment policy, which purposes. to compel 
workers to join a certain union, under penalty of the threat of 
starvation through unemployment, regardless of the conscientious 
convictions of "the victims, is a violation of both the Federal Laws, 
i,n Violation of which it is imposed, and of the Scriptural injunctions 
concerning brotherly love, charity, and the demand for freedom in 
religious expression. The Board has by its action in awarding the 
contract to a contractor who employs only members of an organiza
tion which approves such a policy, become a party to the promotion 
of this wholly unchristian labor policy. It ignored the decisions which 
former Synods have repeatedly taken concerning membership in such 
organizations. 

3. The Board by its action mocked the conscientious Christian workers 
who have heeded the admonitions of the Church, often at g'reat 
sacrifices, by refUSing to join such an organizati.on or withdrawing 
from it. 

4. The fact that such building's as the Christian High School or Grand 
Rapids and the Calvin Science Building were erected under an open-
shop policy giving equal rights to all workers, regardless of union 
or non-union affiliation, is proof of the fact that the Library build
ing could have been built under such a fair and Christian Labor 
policy .. 

Done in Consistory March 20, 1950. 

The Consistory, 
Boston Square ChI'. Ref. Church, 

M. H. FABER, S. C. 
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Classis Grand Rapids East in session at Lansing, Mich., May 10, 1950) 
was overtured to overture Synod to disapprove of the sale of Annuity 
Bonds promoted by the Christian Reformed Board of Missions. 

Discussion on the Overture revealed that our Boal'd of Trustees of 
Calvin College and Seminary has been confronted with the' subject of 
Annuity Bonds. And that Synod has never expressed itself on that sub

'ject. And that thel'e is a difference of, opinion about the propriety of 
church-related bodies' sale of such Bonds. 

Hence Classis decided to' overture Synod to study the principle of 
Annuity BO'nds. 

30 Organization of New ClasS1:S 
• ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Respectfully submitted, 
Classis Grand Rapids East 
MORRIS H . FABER, S. C. 

Classis Grand Rapids East is so widely spread and is of such size 
that a division of the Classis is advisable. The Classis has debated long 
and frequently on the qu_estion of the best way of dividing. It finally, at 
its session in Lansing, Mich., May 10, 1950, decided "to organize the 
Ontario churches into a separate Classis, subject to the approval of Synod." 

This, decision is herewith respectfully s~bmitted to your honorable body. 

31. Pu.blication of Agenda 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Classis Grand Rapids East 
MORRIS H. FABER, S. C. 

Classis Chicago South, in session May l6, 1950, overtures Synod as 
follows: 

Since the Agenda have been coming out too late, and therefore both 
consistories and classes are unable to discuss the material presented in 
the Agenda, and Synod makes hasty deciSIons which later are contested 
and overthrown, 

1. Reports of special study committees shall be published in a special 
volume of Agenda by February 1. 

2. Synod insist that the customary agenda be published by April 20~ 
t;l,ccording to its decision of 1946. (Acts p. 35, Schaver, p. 149). 

3. 'Synod remind its committees of a decision of 1928 (Schaver, p. 149) 
that "Excerpts of their reports shall by them be placed in the church 
\veeklies." Grou.nd: 

It is necessary for the, best interests and wellbeing of the Church 
that consistories and classes have opportunity to consider matters 
coming to Synod. -

Yours respectfully, 
PAUL F. HOLTROP, S. C. 

32 Director of Evangel1:srn 
• Classis Grand Rapids West meeting in regular session May 16, 

1950, at the Eastmanville ~hristian Reformed Church decided to transmit 
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the overture of the East Leonard Christian Reformed Consistory to Synod 
Df 1950. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Classis Gran4 Rapids West 
FREDERICK L. NETZ, Statecl" Clerk. 

The Consistory of the East Leonard Christian Reformed Church here
with ,begs leave to present to you the request, that Synod at once appoint 
'a Director' of Evangelism. 

The 'following are the considerations which have led the Consistory to 
formulate the request and to forward it to you through the channels of 
Classis Grand Rapids West. . 

THE NEED OF A DIRECTOR OF EVANGELISM 
1. The idea that Evangelism is a task and a duty of the Churches, is 

gaining hold among our Chr. Ref. Constituency. It is part ,of a trend in 
our time. This tendency calls for guidance by some one, whose specific 
task it is to fm'l1ish leadership, 

2. Evangelism is not a private matter but is part, and parcel of the 
Church's message. Evangelism is church business. If now Evangelism is 
rapidly growing among us, it is essential that some one enlightens our 
churches concerning this matter. 

a. There is a distinct danger that Evangelism may lead us into a di
rection we know is not right. In Ol,ll' American Church world there 

, is great emphasis upon Evangelism. This emphasis is oft centered 
in groups colored by dispensationalism. 

Moreover Arminianism has saturated our American Church world. 
Our danger today is, that if we have no positive leadership of our 
own, our' people will consciously or unconsciously absorb the methods 
and principles of the American church world. Thjs is 'not an 
imaginary danger. Already we find in many a place an outright 
adoption of, for example, the terminology, of the Arminian, dis
pensational methods. Adopted terms may lead to adoption of ,what 
the term stands for in non-Reformed circles.- For this reason we 
believ~ that it is higltly necessary that we have a Director of Evangel
ism. 

'b. Another danger is that the movement will become a typical 'Lay
Movement.' Without the shadow of a doubt 'lay-workers' have done 
wonderful work in Evangelism. And there will always be abundant 
opportunity for them. But if it becomes strictly a 'lay-n:lOvement' 
we will have arrived at what may be called a _church within the 
church. Human nature being what it is, the evangelistic· workers 
may feel superior to other church men and workers. In the American 
church world such workers are actually considered the real workers. 
Hence in our opinion we are in need of a central positive l:eadership 
ordained to the ministerial office and appointed by Synod. 

c. Our times demand the- best in any person. So also in religious work. 
And so, last but not least, in Evangelistic labors. But up to the 
present. time we have centered our attacks upon the unchurched 
world more or less on the' socalled "lower strata of society." This 
'can be readily understood. It is easier to contact them and attempt 
to gain them, when we as lay-workers approach them. However, 
there is a large section of our population which is as unchurched as 
the socalled "down-and-outers." They are the intelligentsia. They 
are in need of the evangelistic work of the Church. But lack of 
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trained men has oft been cause for their neglect. Hence we believe 
Synod should' appoint an ordained man, who has rich experience, who 
loves the Lord,. who loves people, who knows the 'isms' of our" time, 
and who, is capable of meeting the intelligentsia on their own ground, 
to direct the work. 

3. 'Ve even now have an ordained man in charge of Missions, ~nd we 
have an ordained man in charge of Home Missions. But we do not have 
an ordained,' man in charge of Evangelism. 

In the mandate of our Lord we have been told that we must be witnesses 
in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the uttermost parts of the world. To 
us it seems that we have ordained men covering the field: ~'Samaria and 
the uttermost parts of the world.", But the field between Jerusalem and 
Samaria is not, in our opinion, ,sufficiently covered. The rank' and the file of 
our people are doing something about this now. But therefore we believe 
that Synqd should appoint an ordained man to cover the field in question, 
and to fiU-the gap between Jerusalem and Samaria. 

01', to put it differently, we need an ordained man as much in 
Evangelism as in Home Missions, and Missions. 

4. Synod already has assumed a measure of responsibility when in 
1949 it decided upon a denominational Supplementary Fund for Evangeliza~ 
tion (Acts 1949, 33-34). It would appear to us that there is not only 
need for aid in funds, but also and especially so~ need for guidance in 

,principles and methods of Evangelistic enterprise. 
5. The guidance in this work of the Lord could, be carried on by way 

of articles in The Banner, letters to the Churches, correspondence with 
whosoever needs advice, explicating the why and the -how of evangelism 
in pulpits and wherever feasible. The work calls also for proper pro~ 
gramming of evangelistic campaigns and all other work. It would re~ 
quire a clearcut programming in the Biblical sense of the word. 

On the basis of the foregoing we respectfully request Synod to appoint 
at its earliest convenience an ordained man, of ripe experience in both the 
theoretic and the practical aspects of evangelism, as Director of Evangel~ 
ism for the purpose of giving guidance in the principles and methods of 
Reformed Evangelism, wherever and whenever possible. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Consistory East Leonard ChI'. Ref. Church 
J . VAN DYKE, President 
HARRY HULST, Clerk. 

Done in Consistory, April 25, 1950. 

33 Organization of Proposed Classis Ontario 
iii To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, convening in 

June, 1950, at Grand Rapids, 'Mich. 
ESTEE:lvIED BRETHREN: 

The Consistory of the Christian Reformed Church of Kitchener, 
Ontario, Canada, -earnestly requests Synod not to accede to the request 
of Classis Grand Rapids East for the form~tion of a separate Classis 
Ontario, but rather to allocate the Ontario churches among the Michigan 
Classes, either the seven, or, if Classis Grand Rapids East prefers to 
be relieved entirely of the care of the Ontario churches, the remaining 
six, or, if in the opinion of Synod this be too many, among two or three 
Michigan Classes. G1"ounds: 
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1. This request for an Ontario Classis did not arise with the churches 
concerned, but was superimposed by Classis Grand Rapids East in 

·an attempt to solve the problem of excessive size. 

2. A Classis Ontario, called into being at this time, would have a pre
carious beginning, in view of the conflicting convictions, not only of 
the ministers serving -the Ontario churches, but also of the members 
of the Executive Committee for Home Missions. 

3. The formation of a separate Classis Ontario, while solving. the 
problem of excessive size of the present Classis Grand Rapids East, 
will place the churches of Ontario, the majority of which are immi
grant churches, organized during the last few yeaTs, before far 
greater problems: 

a. Such a Classis Ontario would be financially weak. Most of the 
original Ontario churches are still receiving aid from Church 
Help and/or the Fund for Needy Churches, due largely to the 
influx of immigrants. The newly organized immigrant churches 
from the very nature of the case, are weak financially. They are 

'only just beginning to pay towards their Synodical and Classical 
quotas. (Cf. Yearbook 1950, pages 199-201.) Under these cir
cumstances it. would be inadvisable for the churches of Ontario 
to set up their own housekeeping, as a Classis. 

b. A separate Classis Ontario would retard the process of American
ization. At the meetings of an eventual Classis Ontario the 
Holland language would become the official language. If, on the 
.other hand, elder delegates from the Ontario Consistories attend 
the Michigan Classes, they will soon be able to follow the discus
sions in English, and learn to express themselves in English. This 
is already taking place at Classis Grand Rapids East. (True, 
only a small number of Ontario elder delegates attended the meet
ings of Classis Grand Rapids East this past year, because of 
difficulties of crossing the border, or because they could not leave 
their employment for three days; but in the not too distant future, 
when more of our immigrants rent or buy farms, we expect this 
matter will rectify itself.) 

c. If a Classis Ontario were organized at this time, we would have 
a Classis constituted for the greater part of churches having' 
only one service on the Lord's Day. Only now, after almost two, 
years, a few of our newly organized churches are making prepa
rations to introduce a second service; but the great majOl'ity still 
have but one service on the Lord's Day. We must seek to correct 
this situation as soon as possible. But we are still beset with 
many difficulties, such as the lack of buildings of our ovm, and 
the lack of ministers in sufficient number. At present the home 
missionaries conduct services at widely separated points' on the 
Lord's Day. Moreover when a second service is introduced, in 
our (minion, it should be in the English. (We already very 
definitely have the language problem in Ontario; the young 
children, attending the Ontario schools, are speaking English, 
and many of the young people also.) The fact that most of our 
newly organized immigrant churches to this day have but one 
service 011 the Lord's Day, is a mark of immaturity - that they' 
are still in a millori~y status. Organizing them fnto a separate 
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Classis Ontario is tantamount to saying that they have already 
reached their majority. 

d. Our new immigrant churches and groups are not sufficiently ac
climated in the Christian Reformed Church. The immigrants come 
from various denominations in the Nethel'lands: Gereformeerden, 
Vrijgemaakten (Art. 31), Hervormden, Gereformeerde Gemeente. 
The Ontario churches are at present a sort of a melting pot. 
Moreover our immigrants have a European background. They 
need to become better acquainted with our Christian Reformed 
Church in which they now find a place. They need the' guidance 
and assistance of our churches and classes in the U. S. A. 

4. It will be to the benefit of the Ontario field, if it is apportioned among 
Michigan Classes, since thereby the interest and support of a greater 
number of Classes will be enlisted in the work. Moreover delegates 
from Ontario ,""ill attend the meetings of various Michigan Classes, 
and delegates of these Classes will be advocating the cause of the 
Ontario field at Synod. 

5. The Michigan Classes can be expected to work harmoniously in the 
interest of the entire Ontario field. To say that a division of the 
field would lead to conflicting policies, resulting in confusion, is 
inferring that two or more Classes cannot work in harmony in the 
interest of the field. Such an inference is unwarranted. Do not ,the 
seven Michigan Classes work in harmony in the interest of the 
work at Ann Arbor? Do not Classes Hudson and Hackensack work 
in' harmony thru their Eastern Home, Mission Board in the interest 
of home mission work in the East? And in this instance, if the 
Ontario Home Mission Field is allocated among the various Michigan 
Classes, we will always have a strong unifying force in our General 
Home Missions Committee, particularly its Executive Committee. 

6. By its decision to recommend to Synod the formation of a Classis 
Ontario, Classis Grand Rapids East virtually declared that it is ready 
to withdrair entirely from Ontario, so that the Ontario churches 'will 
no longer be under its supervision .. But then Classis Grand Rapids 
East can have, no objection if the Ontario churches are grouped 
with the other Michigan Classes. If Ontario is allocated among the 
various Michigan Classes, Classis Grand Rapids East may even be 
willing to continue to share in the work. 

Done in Consistory' May 23, 1950. 

Respectfully submitted, 
C. SPOELHOF, Pres. 
PETER DAMSMA, Clerk 

P. S. The above Overture was also supported and sent by the consistory 
of Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, and Holland Marsh Consistory. . 

R. J. DANHOF, Stated CI61'k 

34 ,Particular Synods 
• Classis Kalamazoo overtures the Synod of 1950 to take the 

necessary steps preparatory to the realization of the institution of 
Particular Synods. Reasons: 

1. It has pleased our God to grant us a denominational growth in 
membership, churches and classes such -as warrants the institution 
of Particular Synods for a wholesome internal and external ecclesi
astical development. 
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2. -Presently several classes are wrestling with the problem of over
sized classes and are interested in overturing Synod for a reallocation 
of classes. This provides an opportune time for Synod to give the 
matter of Particular Synods due consideration. 

3~ It will be for the benefit of the churches that neighboring classes 
meet in Particular Synods, even as it is for the profit of the churches 
that classical meetings shall consist of neighboring churches. 

4. The institution of Particular Synods at this time, will serve the 
two-fold purpose of 
a. helping the Canadian Churches to become better acquainted with 

our denominational life; 
h. assisting the classes involved in meeting some of the problems 

resulting from the new influx of immigrant membership. 
5. The existence of Particular Synods will satisfy a need in our 

denominational life in so far as our churches will be privileged to 
entertain broader ecclesiastical assemblies in various sections of 
our land. 

6. It will facilitate the proper consideration of church matters of local, 
regional interests as well as those of denomination-wide importance. 

7. It will make possible the formation of Canadian Classes in the 
c.ourse of time without impairing denominational unity. 

8. Synod is the body which, in consultation with all classes and churches 
concerned, is best qualified to take the necessary measures to bring 
about the institution of Particular Synods in a most intelligent and 
efficient lnanner. 

Classis Kalamazoo 
REV. J. H. OLTHOFF, S. C. 

35. Indian Missiof/- Field 
Classis Kalamazoo overtures Synod: 

Syn09- appoint a committee to consider and study in detail the pro
posed ten-year,' reconstructio.n program \fo.r our Indian Mission Field as 
proposed by the Rev. Harry R. Boer. It reads as follows: 

That a ten-year .Indian field reconstruction program be initiated wherein: 
a. The present educational program be progressively reduced until 

the staff number 40 % of present complement. 
b. A new educational program be developed as the present one runs 

out; that it be conducted on a much more modest scale and in keeping 
with - native economic potential, and which shall find its vigor in native 
Christian participation and support. 

c. The number of ordained men be progressively reduced until it number 
50% of present complement. 

d. All other personnel be reduced in proportion. 
e. The permanent staff be determined as soon as possible, particularly 

among the grdained men:, and that this staff devote themselves, in relays, 
exclusively to. the study of Navaho and Zuni and of Navaho and Zuni 
history ,and culture, for a period of at least one year~ 

f. All building projects immediately cease. 
g. The desirability of discontinuing the hospital program as recom

mended by the Board in 1942 and by the Special Investigating Committee 
in 1946 be seriously reconsidered. 

h. The Indian Church and Christian community be informed of our 
intention to make substantial reductions in personnel ~n4 services, and 
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it be made plain to th~m that they and not we will be responsible fbr the 
hlopd of their brethren if they will not find among their own number 
evangelists and teachers for the conversion and education of their people.· 
Grounds: 

1. Mission strategy. We quote Rev. Boer, "Because of ,population in
creases the world over there are today probablY more unevangelized 
people in the world than ever before. .. Today the United States 
is the reservoir of funds al).d of personnel for Protestant mission 
advance . .. Vir e are spending well over three-fifths of all our 
missionary resources on. a small group of twenty thousand people 
whose strategic '{alue in the world struggle is nihil." We ask, 
is this policY,wise? Are We justified in continuing this policy when 
it seems that the time is growing short to reach the nations with 
the gospel~ 

2. In. spite of Synod's decisions in days gone by there are still a large 
number of our members who feel that we are spending altogether 
too" much money on our Indian Field. 

3. We are convinced that such a program will further the ideal of an 
indigenous Indian Church. 

Classis Kalamazoo 
REV. J. H. OLTHOFF, S. C. 

36 MisSion Work in Japan 
II Classis Kalamazoo overtures Synod: 

Synod give careful and prayerful consideration to carryon Foreign 
Mission work in Japan. Grounds: 

1. Since God in His Providence has closed the door in China \'.'"e believe 
that another foreign fiield should be chosen. 

2. "In the opinion of missionary authorities and Christian leaders who 
have studied the situation and are alert to political and military 
conditions throughout the world," Japan is deSignated as "The Hot 
Spot on the missionary map today." 

8. "Japan is rapid~y becoming the focal point of missionary interest 
'on the part of lay Christians. At the same time, the one-time island 
empire of the Rising Sun is the growing nerve center for missionary 
headquarter activities for the entire Orient. Missionary boards with 
offices in the country are strengthening and expanding their services. 
Other missionary organizations, forced out of China and harassed 
in their work in India, Northern Manchuria, French-Indo China and 
Siam, are adding missionaries to their staffs already at work in 
Japan.'"' 

4. "Today, under th~ friendly cooperation of General MacArthur and 
his staff, Japan is open to the evangelical missionary. He may go 
anywhere and preach unmolested at any time without a permit." 

5. According to reliable reports "The Japanese themselves are eager 
to hear the Gospel of Christ and to read the stOry of salvation." 

6. "The Roman Catholic church is pouring missionaries and money 
into the country. Denominational boards, which are often more intent 
on doing social work than in leading lost souls to Christ, are stepping 
up their activitYI It is now - or probably never ~ for. the denomi
national boards which hold to the true Go~pel of Christ to step out 
and, in the power of the Holy Spirit, evangelize Japan." 
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7. When Synod meets new evidenc~ may be adduced. Christian life 
magazine has decided to send. its missionary-correspondent, Donald 
E. Hoke, for a five months inspection trip. He is to leave by plane 
on May 15th. 

P. S. Quotations are from Christian Life magazine ~ May, 1950. 
Humbly submitted, 

Classis Kalamazoo 
REV. J. H. OLTHOFF, S. C. 

37 Proposed Lea.se of Calvin Campus Site 
• Classis Kalamazoo overtures Synod "to grant a lease to the 

Calvin Christian Reformed Church of Grand Rapids, Mich., for one 
acre of the Clark Memorial property for a period of 99 years, should 
Synod approve of the decision of the Boai'd of Trustees to purchase an
other five acres of the above mentioned estate." Grounds: 

1. This will provide our Calvin College and Seminary with the needed 
additional real estate. 

2. This will provide our Synod with an opportunity to express its 
appreciation to our Calvin church for services being rendered our'
Calvin youth. 

3. The consideration that led Synod to reject a similar request from 
our Calvin Church in 1948 no longer holds. 

Classis Kalamazoo 
REV. JOHN H. OLTHOFF, S. C. 

38 Organization of Proposed Classis Ontario 
• The Consistory of the Christian Reformed Chlirch of Chatham, 

Ont., earnestly' requests Synod not to approve the request of Classis 
Grand Rapids East for the formation of a separate Classis Ontario. 
Grounds: 

1. This request did not arise with the churches concerned, but was 
superimposed by the Classis in an attempt to solve the problem of 
excessive size. 

2. Althq solving the problem of excessive size with regard to the 
present Classis Grand Rapids East we are convinced that it places 
the c;hurches of Ontario, the majority of whom are immigrant 
churches organized during the last few years, before far greater 
problems, and hence is not in the best interest of these churches, 
nor of the denomination 'as a whole. Difficulties far greater than size 
would immediately have to be met by such a newly-formed Classis 
of Ontario. 

3. Such a division would have a precarious beginning in view of the 
conflicting convictions not only of the ministers serving the Ontario 
churches, but also 'of the members of the executive committee fo~ 
Home Missions. 

G. J . VANDER ZIEL, P'res. 
R. KONING, Sec. 

39 American Home Bible League 
" The ,Consistory of the Oak Park Christian Reformed Church, 

Oak Park, Illinois, well acquainted with the aims- and purposes of the 
American Home Bible League, and having been assured that representa
tives of this organization will be available at Synod for further -inquiries 
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and information, respectfully 
Bible League on the list of 

requests Synod to place the American Home 
accredited Gauses for Moral and Financial 

support. _ 
Respectfully submitted,. 

Consistory of Oak Park ChI'. Ref. Church 
E. KOOISTRA, President 
C. KIEFT, Clerk 

P. S. Classis Chicago NOl'th could not concur in glVlng its approval 
to this overture. The reason why Classis would not approve the overture 

,is that such organization, as the American Home Bible League, should 
come directly to Synod. 

Classis Chicago North, 
J. L. SCHAVER, S. C. 

40 Proposed Organization of Clastlis Onta-rio 
• ESTEEMED BBETHREN: 

The Consistory of the Christian Reformed Church of Brampton, Ontario, 
Canada, earnestly requests Synod not to approve the request of Classis 
Grand Rapids East for the formation of a separate Classis Ontario. 
Grounds: 

1. This request' did not arise with the churches concerned, but was 
superimposed by the Classis in an attempt to solve the proble~ of 

, excessive size. Of the 19 congregations in Ontario there were, only 
10 elder -delegates present. Altho it had previously been discussed, 
another division appeared on the agendum of Classis, which' met 
with the approval of a larger number- of the Ontario churches. 

2. Altho solving the problem of the excessive size of the present Classis 
Grand Rapids East, we are convinced that it places the churches of I 

Ontario, the majority of whom are immigrant churches organized 
during the last few years, before far greater 'problems, 'and "hence 
is not in the best interest of those churches, nor of the denomination 
as a whole. Difficulties fal~ greater than size would immediately 
have to be met by -such a newly-formed classis of the Ontario 
churches. 

3. Such a division would have a precarious beginning in view of the 
conflicting convictions not only ,of the ministers serving the Ontario 
churches, but also of the members of the Executive Committee for 
Home Missions. 

Humbly submitted, 
The Consistory, Brampton Chr. Ref. Church 
S. 'G. BRONDSEMA, President 
F. HARKEMA, Clerk 

Done in Consistory May 29, 1950. 

41 Proposed Mission Work in Japan 
.. ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

\¥ithout pretending to have exhaustive knowledge regarding the various 
new Mission Fields which our denomination mayor may not assume 
responsibility for, yet the consistory of the Prospect Park Christian Re~ 
formed Church does desire to· recommend Japan as a new Mission Field 
for om" denomination. 

From reports regarding Japan as a possible Mission Field, we offer 
the following as O,ur motivation for the above recommendation: 
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1. The Japanese government offers no opposition but rather welcomes 
the message of the 'Gospel; 

2. General MacArthur urges the protestants to come in; 
8. The Japanese people seem peculiarly ripe for it; 
4. The Roman Catholics are going in fast; the quicker and more 

vigorously we take hold the better; 
~. The Christian Reformed Church of Japan - we do not know the 

new name of this denomination - would no doubt welcome us, 
and we would strengthen their hands. 

Our prayer is that the Holy Spirit may guide and bless our Synod 
in all its deliberations and decisions. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Consistory of the Prospect Park ehr. Ref. Church 
OREN HOLTROP, P'resident 
EL~mR HUIZING, Clerk. 

42 Proposed Lease of Calvin Campu,s Site 
e To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church. 

DEAR BRETHREN: 
The Consistory of the Eastern Ave. ChI'. Ref. Church is very seriously 

disturbed about the most recent recommendation of the Board of Trustees 
in regard to the purchase of five additiOlial acres of ground to be pur
chased from the Clark Memorial Hom~ with the proviso that one acre 
be leased to the Calvin Church for 99 years for the purchase price of 
$10,00.0.00. We most earnestly petition synod not to act in accordance 
with this recommendation. 

For our petition we present the following: 
1. 

The history of this movement is a peculiar' one. The petition for 
organization of this church came to the September meeting of Classis 
G. R. 'East in 1946. The request was endorsed by the consistories of 
N eland Ave., Sherman St., and Fuller Ave. The reason presented was 
that overcrowded conditions in the above mentioned' churches made the 
organization mandatory. 

While the classis endorsed the request it is a matter of record that 
there were several members of c1assis who had serious misgivings as to 
the real intent of this movement. Ordinarily the organization of a new 
congregation is the occasion for joy but this was hardly the case here. 
Great fear was entertained that this movement might very readily lead 
'in the direction of a college church. This fear was not altogether ground
less 'since an article had appeared in the College Chimes advocating 
this very thing. However, the delegates solemnly assured us that this 
written article was - entirely the responsibility of the writer and its 
contents were disowned by these brethren. In spite of that however, 
after prolonged debate the opposition persisted and twelve votes were 
registered against it. But we were assured that this was just another 
Chi'. Ref. Church and its purpose in organizing was t<;l, relieve overcrowded 
conditions in the above mentioned churches. 

At the time of ol"ganization 'it was once more and specifically reiterated 
-that this was not to be a college church but just another ChI'. Ref. Church, 
one of the many in the, city. This is the first article in the minutes of 

. this congregation. 
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For some reason or other, whether it was due- to the adoption of the 
name, it is impossible to detennine, the patent fact is that this church' 
immediately assumed a strange complexion. It failed of its avowed pur
pose. It did not relieve the overcrowded conditions in the above named 
churches. The fact .that it met on the campus, bears the name of the 
college, no doubt greatly influenced the complexion of this congregation. 
Its membership has gathered. from all over the city. Today this con
gregation numbers 172 families. 

The very first move that became known was to petition the Board of 
Trustees for a parcel of ground which had recently been purchased from 
the Clark Memorial Home. At once three classes, Classis Wisconsin, G. R. 
West, and G. R. East registered protests. The request was then with
drawn and notice of this was published .in The: Banner. The next year 
the matter again came to the Board. The Board turned it down. -. Glassis 
Grand Rapids East reactivated its protest by unanimous vote. Now it 
is here once mo.re and Classis G. R. East Qnce more has registered its 
objections to the Board of. Trustees. We as a consistory object to bring
ing this up every time \\Then no classis has an opportunity to express 
itself or to study the matter. It gives the appearance of trying to pass 
something on to the church in an unguarded moment. At any rate uIf 
you don't succeed the first time, try, try again." 

II. 
OUR OBJECTIONS STATED 

Firstly. We petition synod to inform the church that the purchase of 
this additional land is an absolute necessity. We as a consistory have 
Serious misgivings about it. Our representative of the Board of Trustees 
repl?rted at the last meeting of classis that he was not at all convinced 
that this additional land was needed. We therefore request that synod 
make known to the church what the anticipated needs are for the foresee
able future so that the church will be able to decide this matter intelligent
ly. If we are not convinced of the need it would be unwarranted to 
saddle another expense of $40,000.00 upon the church. Hence, before this 
purch;:tse is' made we beg of synod to' tell us what future buildings· are 
contemplated and how many. 

Secondly. For synod to do this will set a dangerous precedent. However 
sympathetic we may be to the plight of this congregation, it is not within 
the province of synod or the denomination to interfere in the internal 
affairs of a local church, whether that church be located in Paterson, 
Los Angeles, or Grand Rapids. According to Art. 30 of the C.O. " ... 
In maior assemblies only such matters shall be dealt with as could not be 
finished in minor assemblies, or such as pertain to ·the churches of the 
major assembly in common." Indeed, what church does not experience 
difficulties in locating properly! But we are convinced that when a church 
conscientiously and prayerfully sets itself to :the task of solving the 
problem the Lord usually shows the way. We are confident- He will do so 
here. 

Thirdly. 'While ordinarily this could and should dispose of the matter, 
we feel that a few things should be called to synod's attention in conneG
tion with our school. We may well consider whether it is desirable for 
the welfare of the students and our denomination to have such a large 
concentration of students and professors in one church and meeting on 
the campus. We believe that every step should be taken ~o discourage 
this and, if possible, to prevent it. It is much healthier for all concerned 
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that the students worship in our ordinary churches. This will keep -them 
in closer contact with the common interests of the church. The present 
tendency will readily alienate these people from our common folk with 
whom they will have to work and worship again when their college days 
are over. 

Fourthly. Another question we must face, and it is a serious one, is 
whether synod can be satisfied with the present CONSISTORIAL super
vision, or rather the lack of it, of our student body. We are convinced 
that no consistory, no matter how conscientious it may be, is capable of 
supervising such a vast body of young people away from home. Witness 
the fact that now students are admitted to the Lord's Table merely on the 
strength of signing a card while, they are completely unknown to the 
consistory. Whether they attend or not after the card has been signed-' 
the consistory has no way of knowing. Certainly consistorial supervision 
is of prime interest for the school, the church, and the students themselves. 

Finally, we greatly fear that there may develop some very undesirable 
financial complications. It can hardly be expected that these people ,-finance 
the erection of this church plant and bear the entire expense. Even now 
the impression prevails that this is, or is to be a denominational project. 
It certainly is an anomoly for Classis -Kalamazoo to concern itself with 
a building site for a church completely outside of its own boundaries. 
We have inform'ation that they overture synod to do what the Board 
of Trustees recommends. Vole must do this, so states _ Classis Kalamazoo, 
to show our appreciation for what this church is doing for the students. 
We contend that synod had better be very careful about according pre
ferential treatment to any local church. To do so will, seriously disturb 
public relations. 

SUMMARY 
The consistory of Eastern Ave. begs synod not, to act favorably upon 

the recommendation of the Board of Trustees.' Grounds: 
1. \i\Te are not convinced of the need of additional ground and therefore 

the expense would be unwarranted at this time. 
2. It is not within the province of synod to act in this matter of a 

building site for a local church. It would set a dangerous precedent. 
S. The vast concentration of college personnel will tend to alienate 

church and school. It is not healthy. 
4. No one church can properly supervise the student body. 
5. No preferential treatment should be accorded any local church. It 

will create resentment and seriously disturb public relations. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Consistory of Eastern Ave. 
C. HmssEN, President 
H. VANDER LAAN,- Clerk. 

Done in consistory June 5, 1950. 
P. S. This protest was adopted by unanimous vote. 

43. 
Grand 

Proposed Lease of Calvin Campus Site 
To the Synod of -the Christian Reformed 

Rapids, Mich., June, 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Church in session at 

The Council of the Oakdale Park Christian Reformed Church at its regu
lar meeting of June 6, 1950, has unanimously decided to petition your 
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honorable body to reject the recommendation of the Board of Trustees of 
Calvin College and Seminary, to wit, 

'''Moved and supported that the ,Board recommend to Synod the purchase 
of an additional five acres of land from the Clark Memorial Home, and 
lease to the Calvin Church one acre of the plat for a period of' 99 years 
at the regular price of $10,000.00 per acre. 

Adopted. The decision as to the location of this one acre Tests with 
the Board or its appropriate Committee." 

We present the following grounds for our decision: 
1. The recommendation of the Board is contrary to the expressed wish 

of a large majority of the churches of Classis Grand Rapids East, who are 
most directly concerned with this particular move and have sought to 
prevent this or something similar to it before. 

At the last session of said Classis, held in Lansing, Mich., all May 10, 
1950, this body went on record as follows: 

"Since according to that sentence (part of the report of our Board 
delegate read at Classis) a part' of the Clark Memoioial estate to be 
purchased might possibly be sold or leased to a local congregation, 
Classis decides to send the follo'wing note to the Board of Trustees for 
its consideration: That in the event that ground be purchased for Calvin 
College and Seminary it should be only for educational purposes. , Grounds:' 

1. It is clearly assumed when the Board is authorized to purchase 
additional land that it will be used for the institution, Calvin College 
and Seminary, negotiating the deal. 

2. It is not within the province of the Board of Trustees to arrange 
for the building site of a local congregation, but it should inste'ad 
leave such arrangement to the efforts and initiation of said -congrega
tion. 

3. The denomination cannot afford to show preferential treatment to 
any local congregation." 

We regret exceedingly that in spite of this note, as well as in spite 
of previous overtures relative to a similar move presented to the Synod 
of 1948 by the Classes of Grand Rapids East, Grand Rapids 'Ves,t and 
Wisconsin, the Board still feels free to make this recommendation to 
your body. 

2. This recommendation of the Board, which deals with a building site 
for a local congregation, is not properly part of the business which may 
be transacted at our major assemblies. (cf. Art. 30 of the Church Order) 

a. The recommendation de~ls with matters that aTe properly the con
cern only of a local church and not of the Board of Trustees of, Calvin 
College and Seminary nor of Synod. 

b. The congregation -involved, so we have 'been definitely informed by 
our Board delegate, has not come with the request included in· Board 
recommendation. Hence it may legitimately be questioned whether such an 
arrangement would even meet with the approval of a majority of that 
consistory and congregation. In view of the lack of some official com
munication, the recommendation of the' Board ought to -be regarded by 
Synod at this time as improper and out of order. 

3. This recommendation of the Board shows definite preferential treat
ment to one local congregation. This we believe is both unfair and 
dangerous, especially if it should be adopted by the Synod. 
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Strange to say, nowhere are any grounds presented for this recommenda
tion by the Board. The only legitimate conclusion at which we can arrive 
in this matter is that the Board is convinced not merely that there is 
some unique relationship between Calvin College and the CalVin Church 
but also that this relationship is desirable and ought to be approved and 
fostered. 

It is precisely against any such construction that we would most urgent
ly and seriously warn Synod. Very specifically the Minutes 9£ Classis 
Grand Rapids East dealing with the possible organization of a congrega
tion in that' area 'of the city (Classis meeting, Sept., 1946) declare that 
this congregation shall in no way be considered a College Church but 
merely one _of the several loc"al congregations of the Christian Reformed 
Church in this city. Its avowed purpose was to afford relief of the 
overcrowded conditions in Sherman, Neland and Fuller Ave. churches. 
This goal, however, in the light of the facts has hardly been achieved. 
Instead, the development of this church has been in the direction of a 
College Church. 

Although we can understand why in the minds of many people this 
church has come to be regarded as the college church (because of its 
meeting on campUS for nearly four years, the large number of college 
personnel in consistory and congregatIon, and the large number of stu

. dents who attend there), we believe' that Synod should reject the proposal 
of the Board which would even more closely link Calvin Church to the 
college. In this way Synod would both allay the justifiable fears concern
ing a College Church which have disturbed large numbers of our people 
and at the same time support the decision of Classis Grand Rapids East 
of nearly four years ago to effect the organization of Calvin Church ,as 
'merely another regular congregation in this city. 

4. This recommendation of the Board would open the way to the 
presence of a church oli the campus (or at least on what was bought 
to be campus property), and this move we are convinced' would lead to 
serious consequences for our whole denomination. 

We believe that no one consistory {no matter how capable and spiritual, 
it may be) is able adequately to supervise the spiritual welfare of such 
a large number of out-of-town students as Calvin attracts. It were far 
better to spread this number over the nine churches within easy walking 
distance from the campus and the private homes where they reSide, of 
course leaving the students free to affiiliate with the church of their choice. 

Furthermore, if this church is to be built on campus property with 
synodical approval, we fear that the denomination will be binding itself 
(at least morally) to help finance the erection of a building large enough 
to seat so many students in addition to its regular family membership. 
This is both unnecessary and expensive. Furthermore, we believe that 
the other local congregation"s are fully as interested in the many students 
and student families who have affiliated with them as the Calvin Church 
is, and have done as much as the Calvin Church is doing. Much more is 
involved here than merely a building site for that church. Hence we urge 
Synod to consider this matter most carefully and to move with extreme 
caution. 

It also seems highly undesirable to us that all the students should be 
concentrated in one congregation so closely linked with the college. Already 
they are largely out of touch with the life of the average member of the 
denomination because of their student status. This would be aggravated 
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by all congregating in one church on the campus. And becoming even 
more removed from the life of the congregations, they would not be 
prepared for leadership in the several churches to which they' return 
after their stay here. Thus by approving this recommendation of the 
Board we would he undermining one of the chief reasons for maintaining 
Calvin College, -viz., that the school provide our churches with good leader
ship by preparing men and women who are ready to serve their churches 
who support the school. 

The Council wishes to declare that it is in no way unfriendly to the 
Calvin Church, its consistory or its constituency, nor is it unsympathetic 
to its problem. of choosing a site. However, this problem has :been satis
factorily settled by other newly organized churches \vithout any Board 
or Synodical help. Because of our most -serious misgivings concerning 
the relation between Calvin Church and our Calvin College and Seminary. 
we feel constrained to register our unanimous opposition to the proposal 
of the Board. 

May Synod in all its deliberations be guicled·, by the Spirit of God, 
who is the Spirit of wisdom and love and peace. 

Respectfully submitted,' 
The Council of the Oakdale Park Christian 
Reformed Church, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
PETER Y. DE JONG, President 
JAMES VAN ANDEL, CIM'k 

Done in Council June 6, 1950. 

44 Proposed Lease of Calvin Cam,pus Site 
• The Consistory of the Sherman St., Christian Reformed Church of 

Grand Rapids, Mich. overtures Synod of 1950 to disapprove the action of 
the Board "of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary in granting. a 
99-year lease on one 'acre of land in case additional property is purchased 
by the Board of Trustees for Calvin College and Semjnary. Reasons: 

1. Classis Grand Rapids East ha.s advised repeatedly that there should 
be no ,favoritism shown in any way by our denomination to the Cal
vin Christian Reformed Church. At its last session on May 10, 1950, 
said Classis advised the Board of Trustees to retain for our Col
lege and Seminary all property purchased by said Board. 

2. Such action would be showing partiality to a single congregation, thus 
setting a dangerous precedent. 

3. Such action makes it appear that the Calvin Christian Reformed 
Church is or may become in part a denominlltional project. Synod 
should not give the slightest encouragement to such a charge. 

4. Since only the Board of Trustees and not a single congregation can 
purchase property from the Clark Memorial Home the principle of 
honesty and ethics demands that said property be retained and used 
by the Board of Trustees for 'Calvin College and Seminary. 

For the Consistory. 

Done in Consistory June 6, 1950 .. 

F. \V. VAN HOUTEN, Pres1.dent, 
CHARLES J. JELTES, ,Clerk. 
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45. Proposed Lease of Calvin COJYJ~pus, Site 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, 
in session June, 1950 at Grand Rapids, Mich. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

The Consistory undersigned regrets to inform you that it cannot approve 
of the action of the Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary, and 
hereby do register our protest and request Synod to disapprove of the 
action of the Board to lease an acre of land to the Calvin Church of Grand 
Rapids, in the event an additional grant of land is purchased from the 
Clark Memorial Estate. 

The grounds for our protest reach back in the history of the repeated 
attempts of said Calvin church to obtain a part of the Clark Memorial 
Estate. We refer you to the recent decisions and overtures in Agenda and 
Acts of our Synods. Agenda, 1948, pp. 242-3, Overture 6, "and Acts of 
Synod, 1948, p. 438. We also refer you to the recent decision of Classis 
G. R. East referred to the, Board of Trustees. The grounds advanced in 
Overture 6, Agenda, 1948, are as valid today as they were then. 

Today we also must add another ground for our protest. We cannot in 
any way concur in the peculiar and strange method to be used to obtain a 
parcel of ground for a local church. We do not minimize the difficulty oft 
experienced in obtaining a suitable site, but the same situation holds valid 
for other local congl'egations who eventually must locate elsewhere because 
of shifting membership in more favored neighborhoods. These congrega
tions are burdened with a twofold, burden, to locate a new site and to dis
pose of their old properties. The proposal of the Board before Synod is 
now to grant to the Calvin church an acre of ground on a 99-year lease. 
Is a lease necessary to circumvent the "reverter clause" now obtaining in the 
will of the Clark Memorial estate, which makes outright purchase by the 
Calvin church well night impossible? A lease as proposed, though it be for 
99 years, does not provide the Calvin church with the title deed of outright 
ownership, and before the law of our city the leased property is held in 
registered and title deed by Calvin College, and it is before the law assumed 
it is the owner of sa.id leased parcel of ground. Vole object to this type of 
a transaction, and do such real e'state negotiations properly fall within 
the mandate of the Board of Trustees and of an ecclesiastica) major as
sembly? We do not consider it -to be the task of a major assembly of our 
church to be engaged in determining the building site of a local con
gregation and consider this to be a purely local matter quite capable of 
solution by the local church involved. If Synod should decide to grant this 
request it would estabUsh a dangerous precedent and there is no good 
reason why another congregation in similar circumstances should not be 
given the same privilege. 'Ve earnestly believe that the approval of Synod 
to this type of transaction is in conflict with the spirit and iiltent of 
Article 30 of our Church Order. 

Our third objection to the proposed sale of an acre of ground of the 
proposed purchase is that it will foster the idea of a campus church. Though 
there may be technically an imaginary line separating the campus and the 
church, the danger nevertheless exists of fostering a large concentration 
of students on the campus on the Lord's Day, which we hold to be detri
mental to the spiritual welfare of our school. Frankly we state it, and 
since ,ve had a share in the organization of Galvin church and sponsored 
it, "\ve always took the position and were supported in this by Classis Grand 
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Rapids East, that we should avoid a College chul'ch, and all semblance of 
a College church even in technical disguise, as the proposal now befOl'€ 
Synod would foster. 

Humbly submitted, 
The Consistory of the Neland Avenue 
Christian Reformed' Church. 

R. J. DANHOF, President. 
JOHN DE HAAN, Clerk. 

P. S. This document was adopted by unanimous ·vote on June 6, 1950. 

46. Proposed Sale of Calvin' Site 

To the Synod of the Christian Rejor1ned Church 
1neeting at Grand Rapids, Mich. on June 14, 1950. 

DEAR BRETHRENS 

Having been informed that the Board of Trustees of Calvin College and 
Seminar)! is recommending the purchase of additional acreage from the 
Clark Memorial Estate, with the understanding that part of this 'land is 
to be leased to the Calvin church as a site for their proposed building, 
the Fuller A venue Consistory wishes to call your attention to the following: 

1. It must be admitted that the spiritual care of the students at Cal
vin College through our local churches is a real problem~ Several of 
the churches in this area, our own included, are filled to capacity. 
The Calvin church has made a real contribution by providing many 
of the students opportunity for regulal' attendance at ,divine worship. 

2. In our opinion the purchase of additional land for the Calvin Cam
pus is highly desirable and we can well understand that the Board 
of Trustees recommends that such action be taken. 

3. We feel that Synod should not accept the recommendation that land 
be leased to the Calvin Church for the following reasons: 
a. The stipulations of the will, controlling sale and use of any part 

of the Clark Memorial Estate are such, that we consider it -un
ethical to circumvent the spirit of the will in the fashion as now 
proposed. 

b. The proposed action would- in effect make the Calvin Church a 
College church." ,It is conceivable that we would want to move in 
that direction, but before Synodical approval is given the matter 
should be studied thoroughly and objectively, so that all the 
implications are clearly understood. The issue is far broader and 
more involved than the present proposal seems to irtdicate. 

You "vill understand that this letter is motivated only by a deep concern 
for the spiritual well-being of our students and of om' entire denomination. 
At the same time, we are sympathetic to the needs of the Calvin Church 
and sincerely hope that they may soon acquire a building site which is 
suitable for their needs. 

Fraternally yours, 
The Consistory of the 
Fuller . Ave. Christian Reformed Church. 

REv. GEORGE GRITTER, P1·esiden_t. 
ENNO R. HAAN, Cle'rk. 
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47. Proposed Sale of Calvin Site 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

It has come to the attention of the consistory of the Boston: Square Chris
tian Reformed Church that the Board of Trustees of Calvin College and 
Seminary are. cominK to Synod with a proposal to purchase additional 
land from the Clark Memorial Home and also that a parcel of this land 
b~ made available to the Calvin Church of Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

The Boston Square Consistory is of the _ opinion, and hereby strongly 
, urges Synod to adopt the policy, that in the event that ground be purchased 
for Calvin College, and Seminary it shall be used only for educational 
purposes. Groun(ls: 

1. It is clearly assumed when the Board is authorized to purchase addi
tionalland that it will-be used for the institution, Calvin College and 
Se~inary, negotiating the deal. 

2. It is not within the province of the Board of Trustees to arrange 
for the building site ,of a local congi'egation, 'but it should instead 
leave such arrangement to the efforts and initiation of said con
gregation. 

3. The denomination' cannot afford to show preferential treatment to 
any local congregation. 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Boston Square Consistory, 
JOHN M. BYLEVELD, Vice-President. 
WALTER KOK, Clerk. 

Done in Consistory June 5, 1950. 

48. Proposed Lease of CalV1:n Site 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., June, 1950. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

The Consistory' of the Dennis Avenue Christian Reformed Church of 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, having heard that the Board of Trustees of Cal
vin . College is bringing before the Synod the matter of the lease or sale 
of land which the College might purchase to the Calvin Church of Grand 
Rapids, humbly requests the Synod not to lease or sell the above men
tioned property to said church. Grounds: 

.1. 'The best spiritual interest of college and church will not be served 
by what will practically become a college church if the Calvin Church 
is virtually integrated with the campus. By aiding the Calvin Church 
to locate in such a position the Synod would be giving the impression 
that this congregation is to have a special relationship to the school. 
This would be contrary to the original intention of Classis East in 
granting permission to organize. In the long run an excessive con
centration of college personnel in one congregation may well tend 
toward a congregation with abnormal spiritual conditions. Nor does 
it seem wise in a church-supported college to have a large concen
tration of the faculty subject to a college-domin~ted congregation. 
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2. A lease would definitely place the church on ,college property. 
3. As part of the local Christian Community we feel a particular .interest 

in this matter. 
Done in Consistory June 12, 1950. 

L. OOSTENDORP, President. 
GEORGE K VIPERS, Clerk. 

49 Japan as Mission Field 
• The Consistory of the LaGrave A venue Christian Reformed Church 

overtures Synod to authorize the calling and sending of one or more or
dained ministers and to authorize the sending of one or more unordained 
workers for service in Japan. Grounds: 

1. Our Christian Reformed Church is invit'ed by the native, indigenous 
Reformed Church of Japan to begin evangelistic work in Japan, in 
cooperation with, though not undel' the supervision of that church. 
The Reformed Church in Japan is in line with our Reformed point of 
view and eageT for our Heformed literature, translating some of it. 

2. General Douglas MacArthur has urgently invited churches to send 
more missionaries. 

-a. The doors for evangelistic work seem to be wide open, according to 
reports., for emperor worship is not compulsory any more, and with 
many it is discredited. \ 

4. It would be a logical transition, now that the Chinese doors are 
being clo~d. 

50. P1·oposed Lease of, Calvin Site 

GEORGE GORIS" President. 
JOHN A. SWETS, Secretary. 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church 
in session at Grand Rapids, Michigan, Ju,ne, 1950. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 
The consistory of the Calvin Christian Reformed Church of Grand Rap

ids, Michigan, feels constrained to address Synod with regard to a deci
sion of the Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary, which vitally 
affects Calvin ChUTCh. The Board of Trustees is asking Synod to approve 

. its decision to purchase additional property from the Clark Estate and to 
lease an acre of land to the Calvin congregation for a church site. Having 
taken notice of the fact that the propriety and wisdoUl of this decision is 
being challenged by neighboring churches, the Calvin consistory wishes to 
express itself on the issue an.d to clarify its position. It therefore respect·
fully submits the following' for Synod's consideration. 

1. HISTORY. 

In the spring and summer of 1946 consideration began to be given in 
three East end congregations to the idea of holding extension services l!l 
Calvin Chapel ,in order to _accommodate worshippers not able to find seat~ 
in eXisting churches. When it became apparent that an unprecedented col
lege enrollment would further ag~avate alreaq,y intolerable conditions. the 
consistories of the Fuller Ave., Neland Ave., and Sherman St. churches 
decided to hold extension services on the Calvin campus, Services began on 
August 4, 1946. It SOOn became evident, however, that the situation callerl 

I 
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for the organization of a new congregation, and in September some fifty 
families and a number_of individuals asked Classis Grand Rapids EafJt to 
constitute them a separate church. Approval being given, the Calvin 
Christian Reformed Church was organized in October, 1946. 

Realizing that the church could not continue indefinitely to use Calvin 
College Ch~pel, the consistorlr began early to give serious consideration to 
a church site. Early efforts to locate such a site proved unsuccessful, and in 
the spring of 1948 the consistory asked the Board of Trustees to sell to 
it a small parcel of the newly acqui:tred Clark property. This request, 
however, met with considerable disapproval, and the consistory, not "\Yilling 
to alienate the -affections of sister congregations, withdrew its J:equest and 
gave public notice of the fact in the pages of The Banner. The copsistory 
thereupon made several attempts either to locate or procure a suitable site, 
hut in each case met with failure. 

During the winter of 1949-50, however, a member of Calvin Church, who 
was then and is now neither in the consistory nor on the site committee, 
entered on his own initiative into negotiations with certain trustees of the 
Clark estate' with a view to securing a parcel of land for Calvin church, 
the trustees knowing from the outset what disposition would 'be made of 
the pJ:operty if secured. When the negotiations had reached the point at 
which he was invited to make a cash offer, he approached Mr. John Hek
man, a member of the site committee of Calvin Church, and, himself step
ping aside, requested Mr. Hekman to pursue the matter further. ,Mr. Hek
man, having been previously charged by the Board of Trustees of Calvin 
College and Seminary to acquire acreage from the Clark estate, felt 'that 
he could not proceed with this matter in 'behalf of Calvin Church with
out first informing the Guratorium of this development. This he did at 
a meeting of the executive committee in March of 1950, at which time he 
offered to conduct the further negotiations in behalf of Calvin College pro
vided the interests of Calvin Church, envisaged by the member previously 
mentioned, were 'not thereby compromised. He, therefore, with consistorial 
approval, proposed that in the event more property could be obtained, the 
Curatorium sell or lease one acre of ground to Calvin Church. This pro
cedure recommended itself the more inasmuch as it was then generally, 
though, as now known erroneously, believed that negotiations would be 
facilitated if carried on in the name of Calvin College, since the college 
had previously secured the consent of the heirs demanded by the terms of 
the will governing the estate. The proposal made by Hekman in behalf of 
Calvin Church was adopted by Curatorium, and now awaits synodical 
approval. 

II. THE PROBLEM. 

A. Calvin Church. 
Calvin congregation is composed of approximately 175 families, the ma

jority of which live in proximity to Calvin College. The consistory has 
been concerned, accordingly to purchase a church site in the Calvin College 
area, being persuaded that the interests of the congregation are best served 
by building close to the center of concentration. It has been established, 
however, that no vacant property (other than the Clark estate) is available 
within reasonable distance of that center, and that the houses in the com
munity are too expensive to be purchased and then razed to clear a site 

'for the church. All this amounts to saying that Calvin Church is interested 
in securing a parcel of the Clark estate because it lives in this vicinity 
and naturally seeks to acquire the only available piece of vacant property_ 
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B. Calvin College. 
There has in recent years been a dramatic influx of out of town students 

who require worship accommodations in the East end churches. Many of 
these student's have either' joined or regularly worship with the Calvin 
congregation. During the school year between 400 'and 500 students attend 
its services. Should Calvin Church be forced to locate some distance from 
the campus, and thus be less accessible to the students, there would ensue 
a situation in which a number of alternatives would arise. 'Either the 
students would overcrowd the already full' churches in the area and so 
necessitate the organization of a new church near the College with pre
cisely the problem Calvin Church now faces; or, anticipating the diffi
culty of getting a seat in church, the students will remain away altogether; 
01', they will be tempted to attend services in churches of o.ther denomi
nations. It would seem, therefore, that Calvin College and the Synod have 
a real interest in seeing Calvin Church establish itself in the campus area. 

III. THE POSITION OF CALVIN CHURCH. 

Since various criticisms and misunderstandings are current the consis
tory of Calvin Church wishes to state the following in clarification of 
its position: 

1. Calvin consistory recognizes that there is no provision in Reformed 
Church polity for a "college church" is opposed to the establish
ment of such a church, and has no intention of becoming one. 

2. Calvin consistory recognizes that it has no special connection with 
Calvin College, nor does it desire a connection with Calvin: College 
other than that sustained by any of its sister churches in the denomi
nation. 

3. Calvin Church considers itself in all essentials akin to its sister con
gregations. The fact that its membership is drawn to a large ex
tent from the educated classes simply reflects the fact that it is 
located iI:!- the college area and is unavoidable. The consistory holds, 
moreover, that this circumstance is no more regrettable than that a 
rural church should be composed of farmers or a Canadian church 
of immigrants. 

4. Calvin Church is not now asking the denomination for financial aid 
nor does it contemplate asking for such aid at any time in the future. 

IV. CONCLUS'ION: 
The consistory of the Calvin Church respectfully requests that the paswl· 

or his designated representative be given the privilege of the floor when 
the matter herein discussed is up for consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dona in consistory June 14, 1950. 

Consistory of Calvin Church. 
C. BOOMSMA, President. 
H. G. DEKKER, Clerk. 



1 
[ 

l 
I 

I 
I 

I 
~ . 

i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
( 

I 
I 
I. 

I 

LIST OF QUOTAS, OFFERINGS, AND ACCREDITED CAUSES. 
, The Synod adopted the following Quotas, Causes recommended 

for one or more offerings, Accredited Gauses, and Causes recom
mended especially to our Diaconates . 

. A. Quotas Per Family 1951 
1. South American and Ceylon ....... _________ .......... ___ . __ ............ _______ ..... $ .55 
2. Home Missions-

Church Extension ............ ________________ $3.75 
Canadian Emergency-____ .... ________ ...... 4.00 
Fund for Needy Churches ____________ , 1.00 .... ___ .. _______ . __ .. _.____ 8.75 

3. Church Help Fund ................................................................... __ ._. 2.25 
4. Calvin College & Seminary __ . __ , __ ..... ___ .. _____ . ___ ...... , ......... __ ......... ______ 7.00 
5. Ministers' Pension & Relief 'Administration .... __ .......... __ 3.25 
6. Jewish Missions _._.............................................. .50 
,7. Back to God Hour-

Broadcasting, etc ........................... $5.00 
The Family Altar . __ . __ . __ . __ ._ ... _ ..... __ ._ 1.00 _., .. __ .. .. ____ ... _ .. _. 6_00 

8. Board of Missions .................................................... 9.50 
9. Canadian Immigration Fund .................................................... 1.00 

10. Denominational Building Fund .............................. 1.00 
(For 3 years, 1951, 1952, 1953.) 

11. Synodical Expense for the ChI'. Ref. Church and 
Ecumenical Synod. (No quota since ample' funds 
are on hand in reserve fund for 1950.) 

B. For One or More Offerings. 
1. Seamen's Home, Hoboken, 'N. J. 
2. Synodical Tract Committee. 
3. National Union of Christian Schools. 

a. General Fund. 
b. Emergency and Teachers' Relief Fund. 
c. Christian Textbook Foundation. 

4. German Hugenot Relief. 
5. Hungarian Relief. 
6. National Association of Evangelicals (N.A.E.) 
7. Supplementary Fund for Home Evangelization. 

C. Accredited Causes. 
a. No request for funds (Moral Support.) 

$39.80 

1. American Federation of Reformed Young vVomen's 
Societies. 

2. Young Calvinist Federation. 
b. Request for Financial support 

1. American Bible Society (U. S. Churches only.) 
2. American Home Bible League. 
3. Bethesda Sanatorium. 
4. British and \ Foreign Bible Society (Canadian churches 

only.) . 
5. Christian Labor Association. 
6. Christian Psychopathic Hospital and Pine Rest. 
7. Faith, Prayer and Tract League. 
8. Gome Hill Sanatorium. 
9. Reformed Bible Institute. 

D. Recommended to our Diaconates for support. 
1. Calvinist Resettlement Service (DisplacE}d Persons Service.) 
2. Canadian Relief Fund. 

E. Action Deferred by Synod' (Grounds for this action appear in 
the Acts of the Synod of 1950) 

1. Gideons. 
2. Lord's Day Alliance. 
8. National Christian Association. 
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Ceylon, Report' on Work in, 76-78, 364ff.; Rev., Sch~ring's Term of Ser-

vice, 78; Second Minister to, 78; Quota, 84. 
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of Rev. A. Smit; 488, 439. 
Christian Labor Association, Communication to Board of Trustees, "28; 
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9. Request of Rev. T. Oldenhurger, 6"3. 
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Doctor of Theology, Degree of, 80, 443, 444. 
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Proposed ·Merger, 71; Committee, 101. 
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14. Chaplain Committee, 48. 
15. Canadian Relief Fund, 48. 
16. Calvinist Resettlement Service, 48, 49. 
17. Church Extension and Neighborhood Evangelism, 49. 
18. Subsidy Payments, 88, 89. 
19. Membership of General Board, 97, 98, 449. 

Hugenot Relief, Report on, 16, 51, 374ft'.; Offering for, 51; Committee, 
16, 100. 



484 ACTS OF SYNOD, 1950 

Hungarian Reformed Church, Request in re Mission Project, 35. 
Hungarian Relief, Report on, 19; 50, 376ff.; Offerings for, 50; Committee, 

100. 
Hungarian and German Spiritual Relief, Report, 17, 50, 126ft.; Support 

of, 17. 

I 
Immigration, Canadian, Report on, 31, 32, 344ff.;. Field Men,. 32; Quota 

for, 32, 84. 
India, Report on Ramiah' Field in, 72, 73; Mysore Field, 73;' Bellary 

Field, 73. 
Indian and Foreign Mission Matters, 8, 15, l{>, 27, 33, 34, 52-60, 71-76, 81, 

149ft'., 153ft'., 173ft' . 
. 1. Advisory Committee, 8. 

2. Request of Advisory Committee, 27. 
3. Indigenous Missions Policy, 27, 79, 80. 
4. Representation of Board at Synod, 33. 
5. Addresses on Mission Policies, 33, 34 . 

. 6. AnalysiS of Mission Policies, 52-55. 
7. Mission Expansion Program, 55, 56, 71-73. 
8. New Mission Fields, 57-60, 72, 73, 76., (Indonesia, 57; Nigeria, 

58; Japan, 59, 60, Korea, 60; India 72, 73; Pakistan, 76). 
9. Members-at-Large on Board, 15, 16, 81. 

10. Rausa Language School, 73. 
11. Medical Examination of Workers, 74. 
12. Mr. Henry Denkema, 74. 
13. Minutes to Consistories, 74. 
14. Pending Building Projects, 75. 
15. Mission Fields not under Supervision of Bo~rd, 75. 
16. Pakistan, 76. 
17. China, 76. 
18. South America and Ceylon, 76,' 77. 
19. Report of Board, 153ft'., 173ft'. 

Indigenous Mission Policy) Report on, 27, 32, 34, 52-55; Mandate to study, 
54, 55, 79, 80 ~ Committee, 101; Overtures o:p., 442, 445ft'. 
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