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ACTS OF SYNOD 
OF THE. 

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

JUNE 12 to 29, 1934 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A. 

TUESDAY EVENING, JUNE 12 

Prayer Servi~e 

ARTICLE 1 
The Prayer Service was held. in the First Christian 

Reformed Church of Grand Rapids, Mich., on the evening 
of June 12, 1934, and was in charge of the Rev. D. D. 
Bonnema, the pastor of the· calling church, and the Rev. 
H. J. Kuiper, Vice-President of the Synod of 1932. 

'['he Rev. H. J. Kuiper delivered the synodica·l sermon 
on Isaiah 8 :20, choosing as his theme: "To the Law and 
to the Testimony-the Watchword of the Church." After 
this he led in prayer, invoking God's blessing upon our 
Church and all its activities, and in partiCular upon the 
sessions of Synod. 

WEDNESDAY MORNlNG,JUNIE 13 

First Session 

ARTICLE 2 
Having gathered in the auditorium of Calvin College. 

the meeting is called to order by the Rev. H. J. Kuiper . 
. Two selections, iNos. 437 and 7, of the New Christian. 
Hymnal, are sung. Attherequest of the chairman, Dr. S. 
Volbeda leads in Scripture reading (Eph. 1 :15-23 and 
4:1-17), .and in prayer. 
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The Rev. H. J. Kuiper uow addresses. Synod as follows: 
ESTEEMED FATHERS AND BRETHREN: 

It is my privilege this morning to wel"ome you, dele
gates to our synod of 1934. Some of you have served in 
that capacity on former occasions. For others it is the 
first time; and a few perhaps have never before attended 
a synodicat session. We hope you will succeed in mak
ing yourself at home in this city, in the dormitory, where 
most of yon are lodging, and in this meeting place, the 
chapel of Calvin College. For some of you the surround
ings may be strange; and yet you are not strangers but 
brethren of one house, members of one Church, servants 
of one Lord. 

To be a delegate to our syuod is a pleasure, a privilege, 
an ordeal, and a challenge. 

It is a pleasure to serve as delegates to synod-in more 
than one respect. First, because of the mental stimulus 
which these meetings give to those who take part. It is 
an education. One can learn a good deal about the inner 
workings of our Church and about our principles and 
rules of ,church government. You will be better elders 
and ministers for having taken part in these delibera
tions. Second, the associations which your stay here will 
provide you should make it a pleasure. You will probably 
form new friendships. Yon will meet brethren whose 
names may be familiar to you but whom you have never 
met face to face: ministers, missionaries, well known 
elders from east and west and the center, and professors 
of the college and the seminary. I know of no better 
place to feel the pulse-beat of our beloved Church than 
right here at Synod. 

It is a privilege to be delegated to one of our synods. 
We deem it one of the highest honors which can be con
ferred upon an office-bearer in the Ohristian Reformed 
Church. It gives one the opportunity to help shape the 
policies and guide the destinies of our denomination, and 
to increase his usefulness as a worker in the kingdom of 
God. . . . . . I believe it is a special privilege to be a 
delegate to a Christian Reformed Synod. This is a truly 
deliberative body. We are a small Church-not so highly 
organized as larger denominations. It is not necessary to 
leave most of our business to committees, secretaries, and 

,boards. You will do more than listen to reports. You 
will serve on committees, all of you, and be able to have 
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your say at Synod ..... This does not mean that we 
have a perfect system or that there are no special dangers 
confronting our synods. One of these 'dangers is' un
necessarily long speeches and repetition of what others 
have already said. Another is sectionalism: having more 
regard for the interests of one particular section than for 
those of the Church as a whole. We are a small band 
spread out over an immense area. We have a wing
spread of three thousand miles. East and west do not 
often meet. 'There is a danger of becoming estranged 
from one another, and, when we do meet, as in synod, to 
think in terms of onr own section .instead of regarding 
the needs and interests of the Church as a whole. May 
our hearts be enlarged and may we, as it were, take to 
our bosom all the various needs and interests of our 
churches. 

It is also an ordeal to participate in the work of our 
synods. It is a physical strain, and a mental one besides, 
to sit here day after day and, in addition. do committee 
work at night. Take good care of your health, brethren; 
three sqllare meals a day withont daily walles will soon 
untit you for this work. May you remaiu alert and tit for 
the Master's use. 

To serve as delegate to synod is also a challenge. It is 
a challenge from Him who is the Head and King of the 
Church to seek to know and to do his perfect will. Two 
years ago the retiring moderator preached on the words, 
"Thy kingdom come." Let us be reminded this morning 
of the next petition: "Thy will be done, as in heaven so 
on earth." "Thy will be done." 0 let us confess it hum
bly: we are in danger of going to synod determined to 
have our way in this matter or that; to be ready to do the 
will of God only if it hfrppens t6 coincide with our will. 
May we set aside' our own will and pray that the Lord 
may have his own way with us. May his gentleness make 
us great. May we be tenderly affectioned one toward 
another, in honor preferring one another. And' may we 
speak the truth in love, striving for that happy balance, 
which seems so hard to attain in this life, where truth does 

. not trample on love and love does not despise truth. Let 
us work as in the sight of God, "coram Deo," and then we 
shall have peace in the consciousness of his approval, 
rejoicing in the hope that one- day. we shall hear his 
blessed, ";VV ell done, thou good and faithful servant." 
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Just a word to our semiriary professors, who are here 
to serve syuod in an advisory capacity. The delegates are 
eager to avail themselves of your knowledge and will 
value your advice. Difficult matters will come up on 
which synod will need your counsel. 

We welcome Dr.Stob as representative of. Calvin Col
lege. He has the privileges of the floor in all matters 
pertaining to the College. 

We wish to thank the calling church for the excellent 
arrangements it has made for the meetings of synod, and 
also wish to voice the appreciation of the Church to the 
synodical committees which have prepared the thorough 
reports which await consideration at these sessions and 
to the boards which have done faithful work during. the 
past two years. 

May love and harmony prevail at all your sessions. 
May your proceedings promote the peace and happiness 
of our churches and serve to glorify God our Savior and 
Chris~ our King. 

ARTICLE 3 
From the credential letters it appears that the following 

brethren have been duly delegated by their respective 
Classes: 

Classis California 
Ministers-H. J. De Vries and R. J. Frens. 
Elders-J. H. Bosscher and E. G. Schutt. 

Classis Grand Rapids East 
Ministers-G. Goris and W. P. Van Wyk. 
Elders-J. B. Hnlst and J. Monsma, Sr. 

Classis Grand Rapids West 
Ministers-H. Baker and Y. P. De Jong. 
Elders-W. De GraaI and W. Mnlder. 

Classis Hackensack 
Ministers-J. M. Vande Kieft ';;'d J. Van Bruggen. 
Elders-M. Bolier and H. Van Ostenbridge. 

Classis Holland 
Ministets~D. Zwier and L. Veltkamp. 
Elders-A. Peters and J. Sturing. 
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Classis Hudson 
Ministers-E. Kooistra and H. J. Triezenberg. 
Elders--'-P. De Leeuw and B. Stap. 

Classis Illinois 

7 

/Min'isters--G. Hoeksema, J. O. Bouwsma, and H. Kuiper. 
Elders-N. Yff, G. Speelman, and G. Kuiper. 

Classis Muskegon 
Ministers-R. J. Bos, C. Maring, and H. Goodyk. 
Elders-F. Keegstra, M. A. Postmus, and A. J. Wibalda. 

Classis Orange City 
Ministers-B. Van Someren and C. Groot. 
Elders-R. Cleveringa and H. L. Verhulst. 

Classis Ostfriesland 
Ministers-W. Bode and A. Folkema. 
Elder-H. M. Tjepkes. (Cf. Art. 11.) 

Classis Pacific 
'Ministers-J. Vanden Hoek and J. Mulder. 
Elder-U.' J. Otter. 

Classis Pella 
Ministers-K. Bergsma, J. Weidenaar, and P. De Koek~ 

koek. 
Elders-C. Groenendyk and' L. Moes .. 

Classis Sioux Center 
Ministers-J. M. Dykstra, J. Gritter, and D. Flietstra. 
Elders-J. Ten Harmsel, A. Keuning, and M. Huizenga. 

Classis Wisconsin 
Ministers-W. Terpsma, J. C. Schaap, andK. W.,Fortuin. 
Elders-S. Tjepkema, P. A. Westra, and G. Otten. 

Classis Zeeland 
Ministers-J. Geels, H. Keegstra, and W. Kok. 
Elders-F. Langeland, S.Grasman, and H. Yonker. 
(In explan,ation of the fact that nine of the Classes are 

represented by less than the usnal number of delegates, it 
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should Ibe stated here that this is due to the desire to 
reduce the expenses of Synod in these times of financial 
distress. Pursuant to the suggestion of the Synodical 
Committee'[ef. its Report, Supplement I-a], these Classes 
decided to send only four instead of six delegates.) 

ARTICLE 4 
Synod now proceeds to the election of officers, which 

results as follows: 

President-the Rev. W. P. Van Wyk. 
Vice-President-the Rev. Herman Kuiper, D. D. 
First Clerk-the Rev. D. Zwier. 
Second Clerk-the Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft. 

The officers take their places on the platform, and the 
President addresses Synod briefly, expressing appreci
ation of the honor conferred upon him, and asking the 
co-operation and the prayers, of all members of Synod. 

ARTICLE 5. 
The President now reads the Public Declaration of 

Agreement with the Forms of Unity, to which all the 
delegates, rising from their seats, express their assent. 

ARTICLE 6 
President L. Berkhof and Professors S. Vollbeda, C. 

Bouma, H. Schultze, D. H. Kromminga, and M. J. \Vyn
gaarden of Calvin Seminary are welcomed by the Presi
dent as advisory members of Synod; also President R. 
Stob of Calvin College, as advisory member in all matters 
pertaining to the College. 

ARTICLE 7 
Synod decides to hold sessions from 8 :30 to 11 :45 a. m., 

with a recess from 9 :45 to 10 :00 a. m.; and from 1 :30 to 
5:45 p. m., with a recesS from 3:15 to 3:30 p. m. 

ARTICLE 8 
The following'delegates are appointed a Program Com

mittee: l1he officers of .synod together with the Revs. H . .T. 
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De Vries, H. Baker, L. Veltkamp, G. Hoeksema, R Van 
Someren, J. Vanden Hoek, J. M. 'Dykstra, and 'J. Geels; 
and the Elders J. B. Hulst, H. Van Ostenbridge, P. De 
Leeuw, M. A. Postmus, H. M. Tjepkes, C. Groenendyk, 
and S. Tjepkema. (Cf. Art. 169.) 

ARTICLE 9 

At the request of the President, the Rev. J. Noordewier, 
the Nestor of our ministers, closes this session with prayer 
and thanksgiving. 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 13 

Second Session 

ARTICLE 10 
After Synod has sung No. 120 of the New Christian 

Hymnal; the Rev. J. Weidenaar offers prayer. 

ARTICLE 11 

Elder J. Eekhoff, delegated by Classis Ostfriesland, is 
now present and expresses his agreement with OUr Forms 
of Unity. ElderJ. J, Kneubels, who was expected as one 
of the' delegates of Classis Pella, has sent word that he 
cannot be present. Accepted as information. 

ARTICLE 12 
The chair now welcomes the Stated Clerk of Synod, 

Dr. H. Beets, and Missionary L. P. Brink. The latter is 
accorded advisory vote in all matters pertaining to 
Missions. 

ARTICLE 13_ 

A m~tion is made and carried to exercise supervision 
over the reports of the reporters for the daily newspapers. 
The Rev. H. J. Kuiper, editor of The Banner, is requested 
to act in this capacity. ' 
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ARUCLE 14 
The report of the Program Committee is now presented 

by the Revs. G. Hoeksema and D. Zwier. It is adopted as 
. follows: 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Your Committee advises Synod that the following mat
ters be laid directly before Synod, without giving them 
into the hands of 'Committees: , 
Report in re Missionary Training School, Agenda I, p. 41. 
Report in re Sratus of Rev. F. H. Wezeman, Agenda I, 

p.52. 
Report in re National Christian Association, Agenda I, 

p.63. , 
Report in re Chicago Jewish Mission, Agenda I, p. 169, 

Supplement VI. 
Rep0rt of the General Treasurer of the Jewish Mission, 

Agenda II, p. 209. 
Report in re Seamen's Home, Agenda II, p. 212, Supple

mentVII. 
. Report in re American Bible Society, Agenda II, p. 214. 
Report in re Paterson Hebrew Mission, Agenda II, p. 215, 

Supplement VI. • 
Report in re Church Help Fund, Agenda II, p. 222, Sup

plemeut IV. 
Report in re General Home Missions, Agenda II, p. 253, 

,Supplement IlIa. 
Report in re Interderiominational Synod or Congress, 

Agenda II, p. 255. 
Report of the Publication Committee (cf. Supplement IX). 
Overture of Classis Muskegon, Agenda II, p. VI. 
Overture of Classis Calif.ornia, Agenda II, p. IX (first 

overture). 
Overture of Classis Sioux Center, Agenda II, p. XXV (in 

re adoption of infants). 
We further advise Synod to appoint the f.ollowing Pre

advis.ory Committees, and t.o assign to them respectively 
the following material: 
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1. Budget Committee: Elders J. B. Hulst, A. Peters, B. 
Stap, and E. G. Schutt; Revs. E. Kooistra and 
J. C Schaap. Adviser: President R. Stob. 

Material: All ibudget matters pertaining to. any of our 
denominational funds. 

Overture of Classis Orange City, Agenda II, 
pp. XX-XXI, 

Overtures of Classis Sioux Center, Holland, 
and Muskegon, Agenda II,pp. VII-IX. . 

Overtures of Classis California, Agenda II, 
p. IX. 

Overtures of Classes Orange City, Ostfriesland, 
and Pacific, Agenda II, p. X. 

It Committee on Mission Matters: Dr. \10.1. Bode, Dr. G. 
Goris, Revs. D. Flietstra and J. Mulder; Elders 
J. H. Bossoher, A. J. Wibalda, and W. De 
Graaf. Adviser: Dr. H. Beets. 

Material: Report of Christian Reformed Board of Mis
sions (Supplement V). 

Report of .General Home Mission Committee 
(Supplement IlIa). 

Reports OI). South America, Agenda I, p~ 47, 
and Agenda II, p. 220, Supplement VIII. 

Overture of Classis Grand Rapids East, Agenda 
II, p. X. . 

IlL Committee on Calvin College and Seminary: Dr. H. 
KUiper, Revs. J. M. Dykstra, B. Van Some
ren and G. Hoeksema; Elders P. De Leeuw, 
H. L. Verhulst, and S. Grasman. Advisers: 
President L. Berkhof and President R. Stob. 

Material: Report of the Board of Trustees of Calvin Col
lege and Seminary (Supplement II). 

Report on the Junior College Movement, Agen
da I, p. 173. 

Overtnre of Classis Hackensack, Agenda II, 
p. IV. 

Overtures of. Classes Wisconsin, Pella, and ,Ost
friesland, Agenda II, pp. VI-VII. 
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IV. Committee on Varia and Publication Matters: Revs. 

Material: 

L. Veltkamp. J. Gritter, and H. Goodyk; Elders 
H. Van Ostenbridge, J. Monsma, Sr., and F. 
Keegstra. Adviser: ProL H. Schnltze. 
Report in re Rnles for Synodical Procednre, 

Agenda I, p. 181, Supplement XVI. 
Report of Committee on Education, Agenda II, 

p. 201, Supplement XI. 
Overture of Classis Hackensack, Agenda II, 

pp. V-VI. 
Overture of Classis Pacific, Agenda II, pp. XIII· 

XIV. 
Overture of Classis Orange City, Agenda II, 

p. XIV. 
Overture of Classis Orange City, Agenda II, 

p. XXVI. 
Overture of Classis Illinois, Agenda II, pp. 

XXVII-XXVIII. 

V. Committee on Church Order and Emeriti Matters: 
Revs. H. Keegstra, R. J. Bos, and K. W. Fortuin; 
Elders M. A. Postmus, J. Ten Harmsel, J. Stur
ing, and L. Moes. Adviser: Dr. S. Volbeda. 

Material: Report of Committee on Emeritus Fund, Agen
da I, p. 61. 

Report in re Ministerial Exchanges, Agenda I, 
p.65. 

Report of Emeritus Board, Agenda II, p. 227, 
Supplement XII. 

Report of Mission Order Committee, Agenda 
II, p.306. 

Overture of Classis Pacific, Agenda II, pp. 
X-XI. 

Overtures of Classis Pella, Agenda II, pp. 
XI-XIII. 

Overture of Classis California, Agenda II, pp. 
XIV-XV. 

Overtures of Classes Grand Rapids West, 
Hackensack, Holland; Hudson, Illinois, Mus
kegon, Wisconsin, Agenda II, pp. XV-XX. 
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Overtures of Classes Orange City, Ostfriesland, 
Pacific,. Pella, Sionx Center, Agenda II, pp. 
XXI-XXIV. 

Overtnre of Classis Sionx Center, Agesda II, 
p.XXV. 

VI. Committee on Divorce Question: Revs. H. Baker, 
H .. J. Triezenberg, J. Geels, W. Terpsma; Elders 
C. Groenendyk, G. Kuiper, and R. Cleveringa. 
Adviser: Dr. M. J. Wyngaarden. 

Material: Report of Committee on Marriage and Divorce, 
Agenda II, p. 229. 

Report of same Committee (Minority), Agenda 
II, p. 259. 

Protest of F. Nymeyer. 
VII. Committee on Psalter-Hymnal and Doctrinal Stan

dards: Revs. H. J. De Vries, J. Weidenaar, J. 
Bouwsma, J. Vanden Hoek; Elders G. Speel
man and F. Langeland. Adviser: Dr. C. 
Bouma. 

Material: Report of Committee for Publication of Psalter
Hymnal, Agenda I, from p. 84 to p. 132, up to 
Christian Prayers. . 

Supplementary Report of Psalter-Hymnal 
Committee (Supplement X). 

Overture of Classis Pacific, Agenda II, p. XXIV. 
Overtures of Classis Sioux Center, Agenda II, 

pp. XXIV-XXV. 
VIII. Committee on Liturgical Prayers and Forms.' Revs. 

P. De Koekkoek, K. Bergsma, J. Van Bruggen; 
Elders N. Yff, M. Huizenga, G. Otten, and U. J. 
Otter. 

Material: Report of Committee for Publication of Psalter
Hymnal, Agenda I, from p. 132, Christian 
Prayers, to p. 168. . 

Report on Revision of Liturgical Forms, Agen
da I, p. 77. 

IX. Committee on Protests (first gronp): Dr. Y. P. De 
Jong, Revs. R. J. Frens, A. Folkema; Elders S. 
Tjepkema, M. Bolier, A. Keuning, and J. Eek
hoff. Adviser: Prof. L. Berkhof. 
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Material: Protests of the daughters of the late Mrs. L. 
Ensing, nine members of the Graafschap 
Church, J. Sytsma, F. W. Van Oyen, and 
M. J. Broekhuizen . 

. X. Committee on Protests (second group): Revs. J. M. 
Vande Kieft, W. Kok, C. Maring; Elders H. M. 
Tjepkes, H. Yonker, and P. A. Westra. Ad
viser: Prof. D. H. Kromminga. 

Material: Protests of John J. De Boer and Chicago 
League of YciUiij:( Meii's S6Cieties, F6Urtli ~~~~ 
Chicago Church, the Prinsburg ca'se, A. 
Godeke, and J. H. Hoekstra. 

The Stated Clerk has received a number of belated 
overtures, and a few more protests, which he will divide 
among the various Committees. 

It is the understanding that the first memJber of each 
Committee shall function as chairman, the second as 
reporter. 

AJRTICLE 15 
Synod now takes in hand the Report of the Publication 

Committee, which is read by Elder J.B. Hulst (Supple-
ment IX): ' 

The Report as a w)lole is received as iuformation. 
The PUblication Committee requests Synod to receive 

Mr. J. B. Hulst, its chairman, as its official repre$entative, 
who is ready to inform Synod on all matters that call for 
explanation. The request is granted. 

I. The Committee asks Synod's approval of the follow
ing regulations in re the placing of certain articles in our . 
chnrchpapers: 

"In view of the fact that our editors from time to time 
receive articles criticizing the Church, !he Board of Publi
cation feels that !he following regulations, governing this 
matter, should be adopted: 

A. Articles which contain constructive criticism ·should 
not be refused merely because of their critical content. 



ACTS OF 'sYNOD, 1934 15 

B. Articles should be refused: 
1) ,When the editors feel they have good reason to 

doubt that the article was prompted by love for 
and genuine interest in the welfare of the Church. 

2) When the editors are convinced that the article 
imperils the purity of the Church in dootrine or 
life. 

C. When the editors are in doubt what to do they shall 
consult the editorial committee." 

Adopted. 

II. The election of Editors-in-chief. According to synod
ical ruling (Acts 1926, p. 26) the Committee is to make a 
nomination. It presents the following on~: 

For De Wachter~Revs. R. L. Haan, H. Keegstr,a, and 
D. Zwier. 

For The Banner-'-'Dr. C. Bouma, Revs. G. Hoeksema 
. and H. J. Kuiper. 

If Synod so desires it can add other names to the trios 
presented. 

Synod approves the nomination, and proceeds to the 
election of Editors-in-chief. 

The Rev. H. Keegstra is re-elected as Editor of De 
Wachter, and tche Rev. H. J. Kuiper as Editor of The 
Banner.' " 

III. The election of Committee members. The retiring 
brethren are: Baker, Feenstra, Hulst, and Steigenga. The 
appointment of Rev. E. B. Pekelder to fill the vacancy left 
open by the passing of Prof. Heyns calls for approval. 

Referred to the 'Committee on Appointments (cf. Art. 
169.) 

ARTICLE 16 
The Report of the Synodical Committee is read by the 

Stated Clerk, and reoeived as information. ,(Cf. Supple
ment I-a and Art. 141, XI.) 

I. The first part of the Report, in re the actions of the 
Committee in seeking to reduce the number of delegates to 
Synod, is referred to the Pre-advisory Committee on Church' 
Order and Emeriti Matters. (Cf. Art. 145, XII.) 
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II. The suggestion of the Committee in regard to the 
centennial celebration of the Secession of 1834 is referred 
to the Pre-advisory Committee on Varia and Publication 
Matters. (Cf. Art. 96, VI.) 

III. The suggestion of the Committee that Synod dele
gate the Rev. I. Van Dellen, President of the former Synod, 
who plans to Visit the Netherlands this year, to represent 
our Church at the celebration of the Centennial of the 
Secession by the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands, 
is adopted. 

In connection with this matter, it is, moved and carried 
that although we carryon no official correspondence with 
the Chris:tian Reformed Church in the Netherlands, the 
Rev. I. Van Dellen also be delegated to convey our greetings 
to the General Synod 'Of that Church, which meets this year. 

IV. The suggestiDn in the revision 'Of the existing Rules 
and Regulations governing the SynodiCf!.1 Committee is. 
referred to the Pre-advisory Committee 'On Varia and Publi
cation Matters. (Cf. Art. 141, Xl.) 

ARTICLE 17 
The President appoints the following Committees: 
I. Reception Committee: Dr. G. Goris and Rev. J. M. 

Vande Kieft. 
II. Obituary Committee: the Revs. L. Veltkamp, J. 

Gritter, and J. C. Schaap. (Cf. Art. 110.) 
III. Committee on Appointments: the Revs. H. Baker, 

R. J. Frens, E. Kooistra, J. Mulder, J. M. Dykstra, Dr. W. 
Bode; and Elders F. Langelap.d, G. Otten, A. Peters, N. Yff, 
and H. L. Verhulst. (Cf. Art. 169.) 

ARTICLE 18 
To give the Pre-advisDry Committees an opportunity to 

study the matters entrusted to their care and to prepare 
their reports, Synod decides to take recess until Thursday 
afternoon, 1 :30 o'clock. 

ARTICLE 19 
This session of Synod is closed with prayer by Elder 

J. Ten Harmsel. 
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THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 14 
Third Session 

ARTICLE 20 
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Synod is led in prayer by Dr. W. Bode, after the singing 
of No. 27 of the New Christian 'Hymnal. 

ARTICLE 21 
The roll call shows, all delegates to be present. 

ARTICLE 22. 
The Clerk reads the minutes of the first and the second 

sessions of Synod. A motion to approve them is carried. 

'ARTICLE 23 
It is moved and carried that the Report in re the Mis

sionary Training School (Agenda I, p. 41). be referred to 
the Pre-advisory Committee on Varia and Publication Mat· 
ters. (Cf. Art. 96, IV.) 

ARTICLE 24 
Synod now take in hand the Report in re Status of the 

Rev. F. H. Wezeman, which is presented by the reporter, 
the Rev. J. Gritter. (Cf. Agenda I, p. 52.) 

The Report as a whole is received as information. 

The advice of the Committee is as follows: 
In accordance with the opinions expressed in our report, 

we would offer the following for your consideration as a 
possible advice to Classis Ostfriesland (cf. Acts of Synod 
1932, p. 59) : 

1. If the Rev. F. Wezeman were engaged only as a teacher 
of Bible, his ministerial status could be continued 
though he were not actively engaged as a minister in 
a congregation. 

Adopted. 

2. Since, however, the principalship of a high_schoOl does 
not pertain to the Ministry of the Gospel, and this 
constitutes a very large share of his activities, his 
ministerial status should not be continued if he desires 
to retain that position. 

Adopted. 
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3. Since the brother professes a desire to return to the 
active ministry, and since be is not solely responsible 
.for the present situation in regard to his ministerial 
status, the Classis should fix a reasonable period of 
time to give him an opportunity either to return to 
work in a congregation or to arrange to become a 
teacher of Bible only. 

Adopted. 

4. If he remains as a teacher of Bible only, he should pre
ferably be called by some congregation near the school 
and loaned to the school for the purpose of teaching 
Bible, and thus become officially connected with that 
congregation; or else he should petition the consistory 
of the College Church for a definite leave of abseDce 
for the purpose of teaching Bible at said school. 

Laid on the table. 

5. If he decides to retain his principalship, his ministerial 
status terminates at the" expiration of the term fixed 
by the Classis, and the Classis should make this known 
to him and the churches, and thereby the matter is 

ended. 
Adopted. 

ARTICLE 25 
The Report of the Board of Trustees of Calvin College 

and Seminary is presented by the Rev. L. J. Lamberts, 
Secretary of the Board, and received by Synod as infor· 
mation. (Cf. Supplement II.) 

Synod at this time takes action only on the Resolutions 
passed by the Board in re the passing away of Profs. W. 
Heyns and F. M". Ten Hoor, and the Rev. J. Vander Mey: 

1. "The Board of Trnstees of Calvin College and Semi
nary mourns the loss by death of our Emeritus Professor 
W. Heyns. His modesty, his tireless labors, the principles 
he championed in the field of church polity, the many valu

"alhe text-books that were the fruit of his pen - for all these 
we honor his memory and give thanks to our God. May 
the Lord comfort his loved ones and help us to follow in 
his footsteps by working while it is day, ere the night 
cometh." 
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II. "The Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Semi
nary mourns the loss by death of our Emeritus Professor 
F. M. Ten Hoor. Through his lifelong devotion to theolog
ical study, his keen thinking, and spirited defense of the 
Calvinistic faith, he won himself a recognized place in the 
world of Reformed thought and has left a distinct impress 
on the minds and hearts of many of our ministers. His 
work is done, hut his spirit and influence live on in our 
midst. May the Lord console his loved ones and help us to 
continue the work of 'the leaders that have gone to their 
eternal reward." 

III. "The Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Semi
nary wishes to express its deep appreciation of the valuahle 
services the Rev. J. Vander Mey rendered as Educational 
Secretary of our school. His labors were richly blessed by 
God and contributed materially to the educational develop
ment, and especially to the financial welfare of our insti
tution. May our Heavenly Father comfort in sorrow as He 
alone can cOlnfort." 

Synod adopts these three resolutions by a rising vote. 

ARTICLE 26 
The Report of our Representative with the National 

Christian Association, tihe Rev. James Putt, is read, and 
received as information. (Cf. Agenda I, p. 63.). 

The recommendation to continue to give this Christian 
organization our moral and financial support" for the next 
two years is adopted. 

The appointment of a representative is referred to the 
Committee on Appointments. (Cf. Art. 169.) 

ARTICLE 27 
The Report of the General Treasurer for Jewish Mis

sions, the Rev. J. L. Van Tielen, is read, and received as 
information. (Cf. Agenda II, p. 209.) 

The "Form of Bequest," suggested by the Treasurer, is 
approved. 

ARTICLE 28 
The Report of the Eastern Home Mission Board on. the 

Seamen's Home at Hoboken, N. J., is read, and received 
as information. (Cf. Agenda II, p.212.) 
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ARTICLE 29 
. The Report of the delegate of the American Bibk 

Society, the Rev. John Beebe, is read, ,and received as 
information. (Cf. Agenda II, p. 214.) 

The recommendation to place this Society on the list of 
approved causes, and to give it our·moral and financial sup· 
port, is adopted. 

The appointment of a delegate is referred to the Com· 
mittee on Appointments. (Cf. Art. 169.) 

ARTICLE 30 
The Report of the Paterson Hebrew Mission is read, 

and received as information. (Cf. Agenda II, p. 215.) 

ARTICLE 31 
The Report of the Church Help Cominittee is read, ami 

received as information. (Cf. Agenda II, p.222.) (Supple
ment IV; cf. Art. 165.) 

Synod takes note of the word "assessment," which is used 
twice in this Report on p. 223, and reminds the brethren 
that this is not an ~'assessment," but a "quota" or "appor
tionment." 

All financial matters in this Report are referred to the 
. Committee on Budgets. (Cf. Art. 165, IX.) 

ARTICLE 32 
The Report of the Committee on Interdenominational 

Synod or Congress is read, and received as information. 
(Cf. Agenda II, p. 255.) 

It is moved and carried to adopt the snggestion of the 
Committee to keep in touch with the Churches in the Neth
erlands and in South Africa, to give further thought to the 
matter, and to appoint a Committee for this purpose, which 
is to report at the following Synod. (See also Art. 66.) 

The same Committee is re-appointed, consisting of Dr. 
H. Beets, Prof. L. Berkhof, Prof. D. H. Kromminga, and 
Rev. I. Van Dellen. 

ARTICLE 33 
Synod now considers the following Overture of Classis 

Mnskegon: 
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Whereas the Synod of 1920 (cf. Acts 1920, page 60) 
ruled with respect to the classical examination of candi
dates for the ministry that the test of gospel preaching 
shall inclnde preaching before the church in 'hearing of 
the Classis:and 

Whereas some of the Classes do not follow this rule, 
requiring no more of the candidates, so far as preaching 
is concerned, than that they shall deliver their sermon at 
one of the classicail sessions; to either change this ruling 
or charge all the Classes to comply with it." 

This overture is rejected. 
, In connection with this matter Synod decides to amend 

the rule that candidates are required to "preach before the 
Church in the hearing of Classis," (cf. Acts of Synod 1920, 
Art. 36), to read as follows: "Preaching before the Classis." 

ARTICLE 34 
The Report ,of the General Home Missions Committee 

is read, and received as information. (Cf. Agenda II, p. 253.) 
(Supplement III-a.) 

ARTICLE 35 
The Overture of Classis California (Agenda II, p. ix), 

thanking Synod for the financial aid afforded by the Synod
ical Treasury during 1932~ 1934 toward the bearing of the 
expenses of its classical meetings, and informing Synod 
that it does not need such aid during 1934-'1936, is thank
fully received as information. 

ARTICLE 36 
Synod now considers the following Overture of Classis 

Sioux Center: 
"Waar het doopen of niet doopen van aangenomen kinde, 

ren in sommige gemeenten moeite aangebracht heeft; en 
waar die moeite voortkomt uit het feit, dat men kinderen 
aaimeemt. van wie men niet weet of ze in de Iijn des Ver
bonds zijn geboren, of van wie men weet, dat ze i,n die lijn 
niet geboren zijn, en voor ,wie men den doopbegeert; en 
waar er gewoonlijk wei gelegenheid is voor het aannemen 
van kinderen, die in de lijn des Verbonds geboren zijn; en 
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waar verbondskinderen bij echtparen, die een kind wenschen 
aan te nemen, de voorkeur behooren te hebben, dewijl God 
toch Zijn zegen belooft in de lijn des Verbonds; dringt de 
Classis er bij de Synode op aan, dat de Synode uitspreke: 

. Da t geloovige echtelieden, die kinderen wenschen aan te 
nemen, beslist voorkeur behooren te geven aan kinderen, 
van welke men weet, dat ze in de lijn des Verbonds gebo
ren zijn." 

Decided to refer thi~ overture to the Committee in re the 
Baptism of Adopted Cbildren (cf. Acts of Synod 1932, p. 
188) and Art. 95 below. 

ARTICLE 37 
The Stated Clerk, Dr. H. Beets, reads a letter of Dr.G. 

Keizer of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands, in
forming our Synod that on account of their limited budget 
they could not send a fraternal delegate to our Synod this 
year. (Cf. Supplement XIII.) 

Regretfully received as information. 

ARTICLE 38 
The Report on the Lord's Day Alliance of the United 

States is read by Dr. H. Beets, and received as informa
tion. (Cf. Supplement XV.) 

Synod once more recommends the Lord's Day Alliance 
of the United States to Our churches for their moral and 
financial suppo"t, and instructs its representatives on the 
Board of this Alliance to render to the next Synod a full 
report of the activities of this organization. 

Adopted. 
The appointment of representatives on the Board of Man

agers of this Alliance is referred to ,the Committee on Ap· 
pointments. (Cf. Art. 169.) 

ARTICLE 39 
A letter of Mr. J. Van Zwoll, General Secretary of the 

Christian Labor Association, is read, and received as 
informatjon. . 

It is moved and carried to urge all our leaders, and in 
particular our laboring men, to give this organization their 
moral support. 
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ARTICLE 40 
A motion is made and carried to send a Committee to 

express the sympathy of Synod with the Rev. J. Manni in 
his long continued affliction. 

Committee: Rev. H. Keegstra and Dr. Y. P. De Jong. 
(Cf. Art. 172.) 

ARTICLE 41 
Synod now takes recess, Elder G. Kuiper offering the 

closing prayer. 

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 15 

Fourth Session 

ARTICLE 42 
The opening devotionals are conducted by Dr. Y. P. De 

Jong. No. 301 of the New Christian Hymnal is sung, and 
prayer is offered by Dr. De Jong. 

ARTICLE 43 
The Roll Call shows all members, to be present. 

ARTICLE 44 
The Clerk reads the minutes of the tbird sessiou, which 

are adopted as read. 

ARTICLE 45 
The Report of the Emergency Committee for Fields, 

Workers, and Funds is presented by the reporter, Dr. C. 
Bouma. (Supplement III-b.) 

In connection with tbis report, the Pre-advisory Com
mittee on Missions presents the following recommenda
tions: 

1) To receive the Report of the Emergency Committee 
for information. 

Adopted. 
2) To approve the work of the Committee, and to express 

appreciation for Hs sp~endid efforts. 
Adopted .. 
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3) Pursuant to the suggestion of the Board of Trustees 
of Calvin College and Seminary (Supplement II), and 
likewise in agreement with an overture of Classis 
Illinois, which reads as follows: 

"Synod continue the Emergency Fund for at least 
two more years," decided to re-appoint the Emer
gency Committee for another two-year term. 

4) Also adopted the advice of the Emergency Commit
tee to appoint a Committee whose duty it shall be to 
make a study of the question how the gains and im
provements that may have accrued from the emer
gency type of activity may be utilized and perma
nently conserved for the good of the Home Mission 
methods of our Church. 

Synod further decides to appoint the members of the 
Emergency Committee to serve on this Committee together 
with two additional members to be appointed by the Com
mittee on Appointment. (Cf. Art. 169.) 

ARTICLE 46 
Dr. Herman Kuiper, Vice-President of Synod, presents 

the request to be excused from attending the Monday after
noon session, June 18, in order to conduct a funeral of one 
of the members, of his congregation. 

The request is granted. 

ARTICLE 47 
The Report of the Christian Reformed Board of Mis

sions is reaq by its Secretary, Dr. H. Beets, and is received 
as information. (Supplement V.) (Cf. Art. 77.) 

ARTICLE 48 
The Report of the Board of General Home Missions is 

read by its Secretary, Dr. H. Beets, and received as infor
mation. (Supplement III-a.) (Cf. Art. 77.) 

ARTICLE 49 
The first part of the Report of the Budget Committee is 

read by the reporter, Elder A. Peters, and is received as 
information. 
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The Report reads as follows: 
"ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Your Committee has the honor to report to your honor
able body in regard to the following matters entrusted to 
its care: 

I. Arrearages. 
The following overtures pertaining to arrearages were 

duly considered by your Committee: 
1.· "Classis Sioux Center overtures Synod to appoint a 

Committee to advise Synod as to the method which should 
be followed by, and the amount which shall be aske,d of, 
the congregations which are in arrears, ill the assessments. 
Reasons: 

a. There are many cases where it is well nigh impossible 
to pay all the arrears and the coming assessments for 
the next few years to come. 

b. It seems untajr to require all arrears for some years 
back of those who have tried to do their part as God 
has prospered them. 

c. If some equitable settlement is made it will give new 
courage and devotion for the Lord's work. 

d. Weare living in a time in which all kinds of debts 
are taken out of the way by settlement." 

2. "In regard to arrears of many of our churches in pay
ment of their assessments, Classis Holland overtures 
Synod: 

a. Not to cancel the unpaid balances by taking them off 
the books. Grounds: 

This would undermine the sense of obligation to
ward synodical assessments and it would be unfair to 
those churches which have made special efforts to 
pay their assessments even during hard times. 

b. To make fair and adequate adjustments in this 
lnatter." 

3. "Classis Muskegon overtures Synod not to make any 
provisions for a general cancellation of arrearages, but 
rather to appoint a committee whose duty it shall be to 
study the whole matter of these arrearages and if necessary 
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investigate individual cases, and thus come with detailed 
advice and recommendations to the following Synod. 

a. Since many of our churches are in arrears in the pay· . 
ment of their assessments; and 

b; Since the question of arrearages and their cancel
la lion comes up from time to time; and 

c. Since either cancellation or re-adjustment of these 
arrearages may be the only logical and just thing in 
some cases while totally unjust in others." 

4. "Considering the fact that many of our churches and 
Classes are in arrears as to their Synodical assessments, 
Classis Zeeland overtures the Synod of 1934: 

I. To appoint a committee, which is 
a. to investigate: 

1) as to the arrears of the different Classes and 
churches with respect to each fund; 

2) the needs and reasonable claims of persons and 
causes which during the years of depression did 
not receive what was promised to them; 

3) the ability of the respective Classes and churches 
to pay in the near future what they owe to the dif
ferent funds . 

. b. to advise the Synod of 1936 as to the best method 
of collecting the arrearage. of said Classes and 
churches. 

II. To advise the different Classes to appoint commit
tees of investigation with whom the Synodical Committee 
can confer in these matters. (These Classical committees 
can better judge of the conditions in their own vicinity.) 
Reasons: 

1) A reasonable settlement of all the arrearages and rea· 
sonable claims in the near future is desirable for all 
concerned. 

2) Some Classes may not be able to pay their arrears 
and at the same time meet their obligations with re
pect to future assessments." 

5. "Classis Orange City overtures Synod to appoint a 
Committee to make a study of the question of unpaid assess· 
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ments for the Theological School and Emeritus Funds in 
order to come to a fair conception of the matter. Reasons: , 

a. There is a general tendency to regard the unpaid as
sessments as debts. 

b. It is very much a question whether these unpaid as
sessments may be held as debts when there.is insuffi
cient income to pay. 

c. TI,e unpaid assessments are becoming such an unbear
able burden to many congregations, that they despair 
of ever being able to pay them, and the desire to con
tribute is beginning to lag on that accDunt. 

d. There is a widespread feeling that payment 'Of many 
debts of Calvin College and 'Of the claims against the 
Emeritus Fund should no longer be. demanded." 

6. "In regard to the arrears of many of 'Our churches in 
the payment of their assessments, Classis "HudsDn over
tures SynDd: 

a. NDt to concel the unpaid balances by taking them off 
the bODks. GrDunds: 

This would undermine the sense of 'Obligation to
wards the Synodical assessments, and it would be un
fair to those churches which have made special effDrts 
to pay their assessments even during hard times. 

b. To make fair and adequate adjustments in this matter. 

Classis further 'Overtures SynDd to reduce the assessment 
to a minimum basis, consistent with present-day conditions." 

7. "Classis Grand Rapids West overtures Synod to 
hold the delinquent churches responsible in the matter· of 
arrearages only in SD far as debts or obligations have been 
incurred by the institutiDns concerned." 

Reply to all the aforementioned overtures: 
In view 'Of: 

a. the absolute necessity of making an adjustment con
cerning the amount of arrearages in the synodical as
sessments of many of our cDngregatiDns, which in 
SDme cases may amount to cancellation," 
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b. the desirability of having each Classis conduct an iu
vestigation in their own territory pertaining to the 
financial ability of the various congregations which are 
in arrears~ 

c. the possibility of being able to make a partial or com
plete settlement of these arrearages, now or iu the 
futnre, by these cO!1gregations, 

d. our Christian duty to bear one another's burden irrso
far as we are able and to carry out this duty in equity 
to all, 

Your Committee· advises: 
1) to request each Classis to appoint a special committee 

consisting of two ministers and two elders to investi
gate the financial ability of all their congregations 
which are in arears in synodical assessments (not ap
portiouments or quotas). If necessary, these commit
tees are to meet personally with the consistories of 
such congregations. 

Adopted. 

2) that these special committees shall report their find' 
ings to their Classes for approval of the recommen
dations concerning each congregation involved. 

Adopted. 

3) that all Classes shall submit the approved recommen
dations of these committees to the Synod of 1936 for 
final action. 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 90.) 

ARTICLE.50 
The morning session is closed with prayer by Elder A. 

Peters. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 15 

Fifth Session 

ARTICLE 51 
After the singing of Psalter No. 125, Synod is led in 

prayer by the Rev; J. M. Vande Kieft. 
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ARTICLE 52 
The Reception Committee now introduces the Rev. J. 

Beebe, who briefly addresses, Synod on the work of the 
American Bible Society, and in name of this Society reo 
quests the continued support of 'all our churches. 

The Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft replies, informing the speaker 
that Synod has already taken action in accordance with his 
,request (cf. Art. 29). 

ARTICLE 53 
Mr. Henry Hekman of the Board of Bethesda Sanatorium 

addresses Synod on behalf of this institution for the care 
of those afflicted with tuberculosis. He stresses the need 
of continued moral and financial support, and in particular 
urges to send onr patients to this Christian institntion. 

In replying to this address, the Rev.J. Mulder·assures the 
speaker that our people will continue to remember this 
institution, which provides a home and has been a great 
blessing, both physically aud spiritually, for mauy of our 
patients. 

ARTicLE 54 
Synod uow listeus to au address by Mr. A. Peters, Presi

dent of the Christian Psychopathic Hospital Board. He tells 
about the wonderful growth of this institution and the great 
need of its extension, and bespeaks the continued support 
of this institution for the care of those who are stricken 
with the most terrible of all diseases, mental derangement. 

The Rev. J. Bouwsma responds to this address, assuring 
the speaker of our deep interest in this work of Christian 
mercy. 

ARTICLE 55 
Mr. P. De Leeuw of the Board of Goffle Hill Christian 

Sanatorium, an institution for the care of the mentally un
balanced, maintained by our people in the Eastern part of 
our country, speaks a few words on behalf of this institu
tion. He asks for our prayers and good wishes, and espe
cially plead. fOJ. due recognition of the work done in the 
Easl 
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On behalf of Synod, tbe Rev. E. Kooistra assures tbe 
brother tbat our people all over the country will no doubt 
gladly give also this institution of Christian mercy a place 
in their prayers. 

ARTICLE 56 
The Reception Committee now introduces Dr. J. A. Dyk

stra of the Central Reformed Church of Grand Rapids, fra
ternal delegate ·of the General Synod of the Ref. Church 
in America, which has just closed its sessions in this city. ,. 
Dr. Dykstra brings the fraternal greetings of his Church, 
and speaks of our common heritage, our common creed, 
our common aim, and pleads for co-operation between the 
Church he represents and the Christian Reformed Church. 

Elder G. Kuiper, delegate of Classis TIlinois, a former 
schoolmate of the speaker, replies to this address in a few 
well-chosen words. 

ARTICLE 57 
Syood now takes in hand the Report of the Pre-advisory 

Committee on Calvin College and Seminary, the Rev. 
J. M. Dykstra serving as reporter. . 

The report is received as information, and action is taken 
on the recommendations of the Committee: 

"ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Your Committee on Calvin College and Seminary has the 
following matters to report on: 

I. The Study of Dutch History and Language in the 
Pre-Seminary Course (cf. Report of the Board of Trus
tees of Calvin College and Seminary, under point F). 

1. Dutch History. 
The Board of Trustees· of Calvin College and Seminary 

at its last meeting received a communication from Classis 
Wisconsin supported by Classis Orange City requesting the 
Board to rescind a decision made with respect to the study 
of Dutch History in the pre-seminary course. As thiugs· 

. now s.tand 'the course in Dutch History is optional for pre
seminary students but with the understanding that they will 
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be urged strongly to take it.' Also, there is no special 
course in the bistory of the Netherlands Churches in the 
department of Church History at our Seminary. In the 
course on the history of our own denomination some refer
ence is made to the history of the Reformed Churches in 
the Netherlands, as constituting the background of our 
Church, but this reference is necessarily brief. 

Your Committee is of the opinion that what is given in 
Dutch History, both general - and church -, js hardly 
adequate to the needs 'Of our future ministers. In view of 
the fact that the roots of our people and churches are so 
largely found in the life and history of the people of the 
old Fatherland, we deem it of tile utmost importance that 
this historical and doctrinal background be emphasized 
more than is now done. 

Your Committee advises Synod to request our College 
and Seminary faculties to give earnest consideration to the 
problem of including a compulsDry course in Dutch bis
tory in the pre-seminary course of our college, and a spe· 
cial course in the history of the Reformed Churches of the 
Netherlands in the curriculum of our Seminary, and to in
stitute such a,course if at all possible and then as soon as 
possible. 

2. Dutch Language. 
The Report of the Board of Trustees states: "This same 

Classis (Wisconsin) urged the Board to exert itself in main·
taining the study of the Holland language so that our future 
ministers may be able to use this tongue fluently. The 
Board decided to call the attention 'Of this Classis to the 
action it took respecting the Holland language question in 
1930 (Acts, p. 223), a matter of which it gave a detailed 
report to Synod at that time. 

"In view 'Of the fact that Classis Grand Rapids East is 
overturiug Synod for an adequate course of study in the 
Holland language and that the following of the course be 
made compulsory for' all those studying for the ministry, 
the Board calls attention to the fact that study of the Hol
land language is compulsory for those that are taking the 
pre-seminaI:Y course at 'Our college." 
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The overture of Classis Wisconsin (Agenda II, p. vi) reads 
as follows: 

"De Classis dringt er op aan bij de Synode, dat de Hol-' 
landsche taal door de theologische studenten meer bestu
deerd warde." 

The Overture of Classis Grand Rapids East (not in 
Agenda) reads as follows: 

"Synod as far as possible make provision in the curricu" 
lum of Calvin College and Seminary for an adequate course 
in the Holland language; and that following of the course 
b'e made compulsory for all who are studying for the min" 
istry. Grounds: 

a) Intelligent.reading of some of the splendid works of 
the Dutch theologians, only a few of which are trans

, lated into English, is very desirable, if not essential to 
the thorough training of the Reformed ministers of 
the Gospel. 

b) Many of our churches are still using the Holland 
language in public worship, and therefore need min" 
isters who are able to preach in that language to their 
edification. 

Synod suggest to our High Schools and Academies that 
they introduce courses in Dutch and stimulate interest in 
the Holland language.'" 

Recommendation: Your committee recommends that 
Synod give Classes Grand Rapids East and Wisconsin the 
following reply: 

1. That the study of the Holland language is compulsory 
for· those that are taking the pre"seminary course at 
our College (cf. Report of the Board of Trustees), 

Adopted. 

2. That the college and seminary faculties are doing as 
much as can be reasonably expected to promote the 
knowledge of Dutch with our students. Students who' 
have considerable Dutch background are urged to 
read Dutch literature an!I use the Dutch ~language as 
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much as possible. As a result some of our graduates 
each year can still preach very acceptably in the 
Dutch language. 

Adopted. 

3. However, the faculties of College and Seminary are 
coping with an exceedingly difficult problem because 
many of our stqdents upon entering our school lack 
the old Dntch background and' atmosphere. As a re
sult an English Grammar must be used in the study 
of -the Dutch language in the pe-seminary course, 
and the Dutch language can no longer be used as the 
general medium of instruction in the Seminary. Many 
of our students could not derive full benefit from 
such instruction and a few could not understand it 
at all. 

Adopted. 

4. vVith respect to the note at the bottom of the Over
ture of Classis Grand Rapids East your Committee 
recommends that Synod decide as follows: 

Synod strongly sympathizes with the idea of Classis 
Grand Rapids East as to what courses in Dutch be in
troduced in our High Schools and Academies, thus to 
stimulate interest in the Holland language, but Synod 
hesitates to suggest courses to institutions not under 
ecclesiastical contra!. 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 64.) 

ARTICLE 58 
The Pre-advisory Committee on Liturgical Prayers and 

ForlT!s asks Synod to take action at this time on the fol·· 
lowing proposals: 

A. Yonr Committee advises Synod not to adopt the 
Duteh version of the new Form for the Solemnization of 
Marriage, as found in the Agenda I, pp. 77-80, but to con
tinue the use of the old Form, or whatever new Form may 
be adopted by the Reformed Churches. in the Netherlands. 
Grounds: 

1. There will be but very limited use for the Dutch Form 
in this conn try. 
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2. Those who still desire the use of the Dutch language 
at their marriage service will naturally prefer the old 
Dutch version as now found in the Dutch Psalter. 

3. A special 'edition of the new version would have to be 
printed, if it should be adopted by Synod. 

4. According to the mind of your Committee, the Dutch ' 
version as presented in the Agenda would need con
siderable revision. 

Adopted. 

B. Your Committee also advises Synod not to adopt the 
Dutch version of the new Form for the Ordination of Elders 
and Deacons, as found in the Agenda I, pp. 80-83, but to con
tinue the use of the old Form founel in the Dutch Psalter, or 
whatever new Form may possibly be adopted by the Re
formed Churches in the Netherlands. 

Our grounds for this advice are largely the same as those 
given above. The use of the Dutch language in the services 

, of installation is rapidly decreasing, and it seems, hardly 
worth while for us in this country to prepare and publish 
a new Dutch version of this Form. 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 59 
The first part of the Report of the Pre-advisory Com

mittee on Protests (Group II) is read hy the reporter, the 
. Rev. W. Kok, and received as information: 

I. THE PRINSBURG CASE 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Your Committee received the following documents in rc 
the Prinsburg Case: 

1. Overture of the Prinsburg Consistory and endorsed 
by Classis Orange 'City. 

,2. An appeal to Synod by ten members of the Prinsburg 
Congregation, who were in the Consistory in 1931 dur
ing which time the Rev. E. Van Farowe was dismissed. 
This appeal is endorsed by Classis Orange City. 

3. The following protests: 
. a. Mr. Henry Bulthuis against the Consistory of 

Prinshurg. 
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b. Mr. George Luudquist against the Consistory of 
Prinsburg. 

c. Mr. Abe Berghuis against the Consistory of Prins-
burg. 

d. Mr. Henry Bulthuis against Classis Orange City. 
e. Mr. George Lundquist against Classis Orange City 
f. Mr. N. A. Kleinhuizen against the Consistory of 

Prinsburg and Classis Orange City. 
4. The answer or' the Consistory of Prinsburg to the 

protests against the Consistory. 
5. A statement by Classis Orange City that the answer 

of the Consistory of Prinsburg to the protests is also 
the answer of the Classis. 

6. A copy of Article 71 of the minutes of Classis Orange 
Ci ty in, which the action of the Classis is recorded in 
connection with the synodical decision with respect 
to "wachtgeld" (cf. Acts cJ{ Synod 1932, p.126). 

7. A letter of Mr. Abe Berghuis and one of Mr. George 
Lundquist stating that they do not desire the death of 
Rev. E. Van Farowe to be considered as a cause for 
stopping further action in fhis matter. 

This material is legally before Synod, and your Com· 
mittee advises Synod so to declare. 

Adopted. 
********** 

The Committee advises Synod to express its regret that 
it has to deal with the case of the Rev. E. Van Farowe after 
the death of the brother, since it involves his good name 
and reputation and l;!e no longer is able to defend himself. 
But the present status of the case leaves Synod no choice. 

Adopted. 
********** 

A. First of: all your Commi'ftee 'brings before Synod 
the Overture of the Prinsburg Consistory, endorsed by 
Classis Orange City: 

In this overture, preserved in the archives of, .synod, the 
Consistory of Prinsburg and the Classis of Orange City first 
present a complete history of the case since the Synod of 
1932, and then come to the present Synod with the follow-
ing requests: ' 
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"1. Since the Synod of 1932 instructed Classis Orange 
City to see to it that the Prinsburg church promised and 
guaranteed the Rev. Van Farowe a proper allowance, and 
the consistory of Prinsburg has carried out the instructions 
of Classis in this matter; and since this decision of Classis 
has not been agreeable to Rev. Van Farowe, who is now 
bringing suit against the Prinsburg congregation, the con· 
sistory hereby asks Synod to approve and confirm the action 
of Classis Orange City, either stating clearly that Prinsburg 
has fulfilled its obligations to the Rev. Van Farowe upon 
the basis of the synodical decision of 1932, or p!'acing the 
entire matter definitely in the hands of Classis Orange. City. 

"2. And since the Rev. Van Farowe in a recent letter 
which has come into our possession states that his removal 
was sought 'by underhanded propaganda,' that he was dis
missed 'without cause,' and 'in a totally unethical way and 
even contrary to the rules of the Church at large'; charges 
which he in essence reiterates in his legal complaint against 
us, the consistory hereby asks Synod not only to accede to 
our request for an interpretation of Point 40f the synod
ical decision of 1932, but also for a clearer statement of 
Point 1 of said decision, so that we may have an authori
tative and incontrovertible declaration that there was cause 
for his dismissal, and that it was done according to the 
rules and regulations of our Church." 

Your Committee, after a thorough study of the case, now 
presents the following findings and recommendations: 

1. In the first· request the Consistory of Prinsburg and 
the Classis Orange City ask Synod to approve and confirm 
their action in carrying out the decision of the Synod of 
1932: "That Classis Orange City shall see to it that the 
Prinsburg Church promises and guarantees the Rev. E. Van 
Farowe a proper allowance (een behoorliik wachtgeld) 
for six months from the present date." 

Your Committee calls attention to the following facts 
revealed by the documents: 

a. Synod had left the precise amount of the allowance to 
the judgment of Classis Orange City. The Classis de-
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cided that the Rev. Van Farowe should receive $80.00 
per month. ' 

h. Since Synod qualified the allowance as "wachtgeld," 
, Classis Orange City decided that the ohligation ter

minated when Rev. E. Van Farowe received and ac
cepted a call and when he asked for and was, offered 
his credentials by the consistory on August 1, 1932. 

c. In accordance with these decisions the Consistory of 
Prinshurg sent Rev. 'E. Van Farowe a check for 
$100.00. 

d. The Rev. E. Van Farowe presented the check for pay
ment ,with a condition attached to his endorsement. 
"The Consistory thereupon notified the Rev. Van 
Farowe that the only way remaining open for the 
consistory was to appeal to the Synod of 1934." An 
appeal addressed to the Synod was sent up to the 
Stated Clerk. 

In consideration of the above facts, your Committee ad· 
vises Synod to state in answer to the request of Prins
burg that both the Consistory of Prinsburg and Classis 
Orange City have faithfully followed the instructions of 
the Synod of 1932 (cf. Acts of Synod 1932, p. 126). 

Adopted. 

2. In the second request the Consistory of Prinsburg 
and,the Classis Orange City ask Synod for a clear statement 
that the dismissal of the Rev. E. Van Farowe took place 
in accordance with the rules and regulations of our Church. 

Your Committee calls attention to the following resolu
tions adopted by the Synod of 1932 in re the Prinsburg 
case (Acts of Synod 1932, p. 126.): 

"1. That it is convinced that the relation between the 
Rev. Van Farowe and the Prinsburg Church had be
come untenable, so that dissolution of the pastoral 
relation between the Rev. Van Farowe and the Prins
burg Church was necessary. 

"2. That it approves of the action of Classis Orange City 
in assisting the Consistory of Prinshurg in hringing 
about this dissolution. 
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"3. That inasmuch as this dismissal is not a disciplinary 
measure, the right to preach in our churches should 
be and is hereby restored to the Rev. E. Van Farowe, 
and that he is eligible to a call from one of our 
churches." 

Your Committee advises Synod to declare: 
1) That the Synod of 1932 in point 1 intentionally re

frained from placing the blame for the untenable re
lation existing between the Rev. Van Farowe and the 
Prinsburg Church upon either one of the parties in
volved. It merely acknowledged the fact that the rela
tion had hecome nntenable and that therefore disso
lution of the pasto~al relation hetween the Rev. E. 
Van Farowe and the Prinsburg Church was neces
sary. 

2) That because of this the Synod of 1932 approved of 
the action of Classis Orange City in assisting the Con
sistoryof Prinsburg in bringing about this dissoluton. 

3) That for this same reason the Synod of 1932 also 
stated that the dismissal of Rev. E. Van Farowe is not 
a disciplinary measure. 

4) That this decision, which is in accord with the rules 
and regulations of our Church (cf. Art. 11 of the 
Church Order), and is in accord with the course 
usually followed under similar circumstances, forbids 
either party to use it either for purposes of vindicating 
self or accusing others. 

5) That when the Rev. E. Van Farowe repeated his old 
charges as f. i. that he was dismissed "without cause" 
and "in a totally unethical way and even contrary to 
the rules of the .Church at large;" he violated the deci
sion and settlement reached by the Synod of 1932. 

Adopted.' . 

********** 

B. Your Committee considered also "An appeal to 
Synod of ten memhers of the Prinsburg Congregation, who 
were in the Consistory in 1931 duriug which time the Rev. 
Van Farowe was dismissed." This appeal is endorsed by 
the Consistory of Prinsburg and by Classis Orange City. 
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This document contains a two-fold request: 
1. That the Synod of 1934 interpret the decision of the 

Synod of 1932 in re Rev. E. Van Farowe. 
Your Committee advises Synod to refer the brethren to 

the interpretation of this decision under A, which also meets 
the grounds adduced for their request. 

2. That the Synod of 1934 declare that the Rev. E. Van' 
Farowe is no longer a minister in good standing as 
far as the Christian Reformed Church is concerned, 
and forfeits all right to preach therein. 

Your Committee reminds Synod that this was written 
March 5, '1934, therefore before the death of Rev. Van 
Far\lwe. ' 

This request asks for a reconsideration of the decision of 
the Synod of 1932 which declares: "That inasmuch as this 
dismissal is not a disciplinary measure, the right to preach 
in our churches is hereby restored to the Rev. Van Farowe, 
and that he is eligible to a call from one of our churches.'" 

This request is made upon the gr.ound that. tespmony can' 
be furnished which was not available to the Synod of 1932. 
The Committee has read this material. 

However, in view of the fact that it will be impossible 
for the accused to defend himself, your Committee advises 
Synod to abide by its former decision as interpreted 
under A. 

Adopted. 

C. Further your Committee considered the various pro
tests against the Consistory of Prinsburg and the Classis 
Orange City. These protests proved to be virtually the 
same. They call attention to the decision of the Synod of 
1932: "that Classis Orange City shall see to it that the 
Prinsburg Church promises and guarantees 'the Rev. E. 
Van Farowe a proper allowance ('een behoorlijk wacht
geM') for six months from the present date." (Acts of 
Synod 1932, p. 126.) The protesting brethren claim that' 
neither the Consistory nor the Classis has carried out the 
decision 'of Synod. 

We quote one of the protests: "I the undersigned, hereby 
protest against the Prinsburg Consistory, and the Orange 
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City,Classis as to its failure in carrying out the decision of 
the Synod of 1932 relative to the 'six months' allowance 
Rev. E. Van Farowe should receive from the Prinsburg 
Church." 

Your Committee advises Synod to declare that tile pro
test of the brethren is born of a misconception of the deci
sion of tbe Synod of 1932, 

The brethren are of the opinion that the monthly allow
ance should have been paid regardless of whether the Rev, 
E. Van Farowe received a call from a congregation or not. 
The term' "proper allowance" duly translated and inter
preted as "een behoorlijk wachtgeld," has been properly 
construed by Classis Orange City and by the Consistory of 
Pinsburg when it was taken to mean that' the allowance 

'promised and guaranteed to the Rev, E. Van Farowe ex-
tended from the date set by Synod, June 22, 1932, until the 
consistory meeting at which the Rev, E. Van Farowe pre
sented his request for his certificate, August 1, 1932. The 
term "wachtgeld" clearly indicates that the financial obli
gaticinof the C(lnsistory to the Rev. E. Van Farowe was to 
coutinue only during the iuterim that he was waiting for a 
call. As soon as he received a call, however, this obligation 
automatically ceased as his status was no longer that of one 
"waiting" for a call. In case he had received no call the 
period, during which ,he was entitled to receive the allow
ance (wachtgeld) having been set at six months, would' 
have continued for that time. 

Adopted. 

, Finally your Committee calls attention to some matters 
mentioned in some of the protests of these brethren: 

1. That the Consistory of the Prinsburg congregation re
fused to give "clean papers" to Rev. E. Van Farowe when 
he asked for them August 1, 1932, notwithstanding Synod 
of 1932 had declared that "inasmuch as this dismissal is 
not a disciplinary measure, the right to preach in our 
churches should be and is hereby restored to the Rev. Van 
Farowe, and that he is eligible to a call from one of our 
churches. " 
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Because of this action on the part of the Consistory Rev. ' 
Van Farowe was no~ installed in his new charge until Octo
her 12, 1932. 

Your Committee advises Synod to declare that the action 
of Rev, E. Van Farowe suhsequent to the Synod of 1932 
and related in the overture of the Consistory of Prinsburg 
under II, B, aJId criticized in the last paragraph under A 
in this report, called for censure by his consistory. 

Adopted. 

2. That Rev. Van Farowe received no salary for three 
months previous to the meeting of the Synod of 1932. 

Your Committee advises Synod to reply: 
a. That since this fact antedates the Synod of 1932, COUI

plaint should have been before this Synod if at that 
time the action of the consistory was held by anv 
~~~~~~t. -

b. That the agreement reached between the consistory 
and Rev. E. Van Farowe at the meeting of the consis
tory on September 21, 1931, provided for the payment 
of $100 per month from September 21, 1931, for the 
next six months and not till the time Synod would 
meet. 

c. That Rev. Van Farowe in harmony with the above 
agreement did receive from the Prinsburg Consistory 
the sum of six hundred dollars ($600.00), being one 
hundred dollars ($100.00) for six months from Sep
tember 21, 1931. 

Adopted. 

3. That Rev. Van Farowe did not receive a cent of sup
port from March, 1932, to October, 1932. 

Your Committee advises Synod to reply: 
a. His failure to receive salary from March, 1932, till the 

meeting of Synod of 1932 has been explained above. 
b. That he did not receive salary since the meeting of 

the Synod of 1932 is claimed wrongly by the protes
tant to be due to the action of the consistory. The 
consistory offered the Rev. Van Farowe a check for 
$100.00 in accordance with the decision of Classis 
Orange City concerningHhet wachtgeld." This check 
Rev. Van Farowe refused to accept as a final payment. 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 126.) 
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ARTICLE 60 
It is moved and carried to take recess until Monday after

noon at 1 :30 o'clock. Elder P. De Leenw closes this session 
with prayer and thanksgiving. 

MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 18 
Sixth Session 

ARTICLE 61 
After the singing of Psalter No. 350, Synod is led in 

prayer by the Rev. D. Zwier. 

ARTICLE 62 
The Roll Call shows Dr. H. Kuiper of Classis Illinois to 

be absent (cf. Art. 46). 
The place of Elder F. Langeland of Classis Zeeland is 

taken by his alternate, Elder N. Tanis; of Elders W. Mul
der and W. DeGraaf of Classis' Grand Rapids West by 
their alternates, Elders W .. Strooi and J, Vander Scbuur. 
At the request of the President, ,these brethren express 
their agreement with our Forms of Unity., 

ARTICLE 63 
The minutes of the fourth and fifth sessions are read 

by the Clerk, and after a few corrections have been made, 
approved. ' 

ARTICLE 64 
Continuation of the Report of the Pre-advisory' Com

mittee on Calvin College and Seminary (cf. Art. 57) : 

II. Emergency Committee. 
Action on our proposals in regard to the Emergency 

Committee have already been taken. (Cf. Art. 45). 
III. Number of Curators. 
The Synod of 1932 (see Acts 1932, Art. 18, H. 2, p, 18) 

referred back to the Board of Trustees the following pro
posal: "Increase in'membership by the addition of seven 
laymen as Curators at large, these to be appointed by , . 
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Synod npon nomimrtion by the Board for a term of four 
years,four of this number to retire one synodical year, 
and three the following synodical year, but eligible to 
re-election:" 

Regarding the number of curators we also have an 
overture from Classis Grand Rapids West, which over
ture reads as follows: 

"Classis Grand Rapids W'est requests Synod to recon
sider its decision (Acts 1932, Art. 18, H., p. 18) relative to 
the reduction of the membership of the Curatorium, and 
to decide at this time to make the reduction as proposed, 
by our Classis in Agenda 1932, Part II, p. VII. 

Grounds: 
1. The argument presented nnder a) Acts 1932, p. 24, 

is not 'true to fact. ' 
2. In onrestimation a body of 15 men is amply suffi

cient .for the concededly important,work. 
3. History bears out that there has been sufficient con

tinuity of membership in the Curatorium to guaran
iee continued familiarity with the work.", 

Your committee calls the attention of Synod with re
spect to this matter to the report of th!' Board of Trustees, 
nnder point G, where we read: 

"The Board has reconsidered its former action and 
believes that it should not advocate nor urge at this time 
the request of having 'seven laymen oli the' Board." 

"Since in the opinion ,of some that the granting of 
licensure and candidacy according to Reformed policy is 
specifically a right belonging rather to Classis than to the 
Board and that practical reasons' for continuing the pres
ent praotice no longer exist as it did when Curatorium 
was appninted to do, this work, the Board instructed a 
committee to make a thorough study of ,the whole prob
lem of 'praeparatoir' examinations, In view of this 
action, the Board asks Synod to refrain at this time from 
making any changes in the number of Board members." 

Your committee advises that Synod decide "to refrain 
at this time from making any changes in the number of 
Board members." 



I 
I 

I 

44 CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

Ground: This matter can more feasibly be considered 
after the Committee appointed by the Board of Trustees 
of Calvin College and Seminary has brought in its report. 
Adopt~d. 

IV. Student Preaching. 
Your committee calls the attention of Synod to the 

following paragraph of the report of the Board of, Trus
tees, under point H: 

"The students of the Seminary complained to the Board 
that consistories and classes permit s'tudents of other in
stitutions to conduct religious services thereby depriving 
our own men of the opportunity to speak a word of edifi
cation for the churches. In view of this situation the 
Board asks Synod to call the atterition of aU the classes 
and all the consistories once again to the decisions regard
ing religions addresses of students made by the Synod of 
1916 and by the Synod of 1920 that the classes and con
sistories will be more careful in carrying out the de
cisions of past Synods." 

'Recommendation: Your committee advises Synod to 
adopt the following ,: 

Synod calls alitention to the following regulations 
touching religious addresses of students in our churches 
and urges the consistories faithfully to ~bserve these 
synodical rules: 

"If theological students desire to take post-graduate 
work at other institutions, they should inform the Board 
of Trustees to that effect." 

"As long as they continue their study elsewhere they 
should annually apply to, the Board of Trustees for re
newal of the privilege of 'speaking unto edification in the 
meetings for public worship.' " (Acts 1920, Art. 29, IV, 
5, 1.) 

"To Curatorium is given the right to grant license to 
preach to: 

1. Such graduates of the Seminary who are pursuing 
theological studies with a purpose of entering the 
Gospel Ministry; and 
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2. Such graduates of the Semiuary who are serving our' 
churches in an administrative or teachi!lg capacity 
at Calvin College or at the Seminary." (Acts' 1926. 
Art. 36, VI.) 

"Synod upon request of the Curatorium, points Clut to 
the various classes the inadvisability of licensing those 
not studying at our Theological School to preach in our 
churches." 

"Synod, also upon request of Curatorium, emphatically 
calls the attention of the consistories to the fact that they 
should not permit students who have not been licensed 10 
preach to speak iu Public Worship." (Acts 1924, Art. 
41, E, p. 38.) 

Adopted. 

V. Reappointment of Professors. 
Synod meets in e)<ecutive session to consider this 

matter. 
The following actions are taken: 
Prof. Henry Schultze is reappoiuted indefiuitely to the 

'chair of Exegetical Theology, New Testament. (Art. 116.) 
Dr. Martiu J. Wyugaardeu is reappointed for a, term of 

two years to the chair of Exegetical Theology, Old Testa-
ment. (Art. 79.) "-l ' ,"*71 0(- 7 -z.--

VI. Report;n re Junior Coilege Mov¢n6ent. (Cf. 
Agenda I, pp. 173-180.) "'''_'0 .... ___ , -- ' 

Your Committee, after a careful study of the Report, 
as also of the minority report of Dr. Wczeman, advises 
Synod not to grant the request of the Fourth Christian 
Reformed church of Chicago, on the grounds 1. and 2. of 
the Report: 

1. Although it is conceiva'ble, albeit very improbable, 
that at SOllie future time the establishnlent of 111allY Junior 
Colleges among us may render the elimination of the first 
two years from Calvin advisable, such is not the case now. 
Therefore, there is no cause for action at this time. 

2. Our efforts should be in the direction of further 
centralization, i. e., of one strong, central, Reformed 
College, rather than in the direction of decentralization. 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 89.) 
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ARTICLE 65 
The first part of the Report of the Pre-advisory Com_ 

mrttee on Varia and Publication Matters is read hy the 
reporter, the Rev. J. Gritter, and is received as infor
mation: 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

This. committee has the following to report on: 
1. An overture of Classis Pacific, supported hy Orange 

City, asking that Synod '\bring about the publication of 
English sermons sufficient in supply to answer the grow
ing need for English reading services." (Agenda II, pp. 
XIII ff.) 

Your committee advises: 
1. Not to accede to this request. 

Grounds: 
a. A similar request was refused by a former 

Synod; 
b. The demand would not be sufficient to warrant 

such a publication. 
Adopted. 

2. To refer any church needing such sermons to tbeir 
own classes to supply this need, as was successfully done 
e. g. by classes Muskegon and Sioux Center . 

. (Continued in Art. 72.) 

ARTICLE 66 
The Stated Clerk reads a letter from the Reformed 

Church in South Africa, conveying the greetings of its 
Synod to our Synod. 

This letter is received as information. (Cf. Supplement 
XIV.) 

The question in regard to missions and polygamy, to 
which reference is made in this letter, is referred to the 
Committee for correspondence in re an International 
Synod or Conference of Reformed Churches. (Art. 32.) 

ARTICLE 67 
The Report of the Synodical Treasurer, Mr. Tony Noor

dewier, is read, and received as information. (Cf. Sup
plement I-h.) 
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A Committee consisting of the Revs. J. Mulder, H. J. 
De Vries, P. De Koekkoek, and J. M. Dykstra, is appointed 
to meet with .the Synodical Treasurer, for the purpose of 
removing the misunderstanding in regard to the subsidy 
granted by the Synod of 1928 to the Classes California 
and Pacific. (Cf. Art. 165, XIV.) 

All other matters in this Report are referred to the 
Budget CommiVtee. 

ARTICLE 68 
This session is closed, Elder N. Tanis leading in prayer 

and thanksgiving. 

TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 19 

Seventh .Session 

ARTICLE 69 
The Rev. E. Kooistra leads in prayer, after Synod has 

sung the Dutch version of Psalm 68 :10. 

ARTICLE 70 
The Roll Call shows that Dr. Herman Kuiper of Classi~ 

Illinois is present again, and Elder W. Mulder of Classis 
Grand Rapids West in place of Elder W. Strooi, and 
Elder F. Langeland of Classis Zeehind in place of Elder 
N. Tanis. 

ARTICLE 71 
The minutes .of the sixth session are read and approved. 

ARTICLE 72 
Continuation of ihe Report of the Pre-advisory Com· 

mittee on Varia and Publication Matters (Cf. Art. 65): 

II. The Report of the Committee· on Education (Agen
da II, pp. 201 ff., Supp'lement XI). 

1. In harmony with the request made on p. 208, d, your 
committee suggests that the Rev. W. Stuart act as adviser 
of Synod in the discnssion of this report. 

Adopted. 
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2. We advise to receive as information the material 
fonnd on pp. 201-3, up to Section II. 

Adopted. 

3. In Section II, a, on p. 203, the committee complains 
that .Synod of 1928 appointed it a permanent committee; 
but Synod of.1932, by stating that it "continues" the com
mittee, seemed to forget all about its permanency. 

For ·the sake of clarity we advise you to declare that by 
the decision of 1928 the committee is permanent. 

Adopted. 

4. On page 204, SecHon II, b, the committee states that 
Synod of 1932 gave it in&tructions which are inconsistent. 
The contention of the committee is that Synod first de
clared that the International Sunday School lessons are 
not acceptable because they give the same topic for all 
ages, and. that SynGd charged the committee to complete 
the Ibooks for the unified church school; and that after 
that Synod instructed the committee to draw up a six-year 
cycle of lessons· -for the Sunday School. 

Our opinion is that the committee is correct in this con
tention. If Synod could not approve of the International 
Sunday School Iessons and urged that the committee com
plete the books for a unified church school, it could not 
well instruct that committee to draw up a six-year cycle 
of lessons for the Sunday School alone. We therefore 
advise that the committee be excused from this latter 
task. 

Adopted. 

5. On pp. 204-5, Seotion III, the first three paragraphs, 
the committee calls attention "to its plan f.or a unified 
Church School," as proposed in 1930, and twice referred 
to the churches for study. The committee "respectfully 
asks the Synod to give its definite approval." 

Classis Hackensack in an overture found in Agenda II, 
p. V, expresses its approval ·of, this plan and overtures 
Synod that it give the committee full power to publish the 
materials called for by this plan. 

CIassis Holland in an overture also expresses agree
ment in principle with the plan of the committee. 
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Classis,Zeelandsent in the following overture: 
"In answer to the request of the synod's Committee 

on Education that the consistories and Classes give their 
opinion of the plan proposed. by the committee (Acta 
Synodi 1930)Classis Zeeland wishes to state: 

1. That it agrees with the opinion of the committee 
that there is .need of a greater unification of the 
educational work carried on in our churches. 

2. Also that we should get away from the International 
Sunday School Lesson system. 

3. However, the Classis is of the opinion that the plall 
proposed is too elaborate to be carried out.. We do 
not have the teachers that such a plan calls for. 

4. That if this plan be put in operation the catechism 
classes are in danger of being swallowed up in the 
Sunday SchO'ol. . 

5. That for a unified pIau of instruction both in Bible 
History and Doctrine co-operation should be sought 
between the Christian School and the Church." 

A. Your Committee advises Synod to appl'Ove the plan 
as ideal to strive after, to urge the consistories to con
form to it, with discretion, according to local conditions. 

Laid on the table. ' 

It is moved and carried to request the Committee Oil 

Education fully to elncidate its plan in our church papers 
during the next two years, thus giving our people suffi
cient time and opportunity 10 study the whole matter. 

E. As to the objections in statements 3.-5 of Zeeland, 
, we would advise Synod to reply as follows: 

As to 3 (that we have not the necessary teachers to 
carry out such an elaborate plan), that with a view to 
this difficulty the unified Church School should be in tro

. duced gradualJy, and only as far as practicable; also, that 
with a view.to that the committee advocates the organi
zation of Bible schools to ,train teachers. 

As to 4. (that the Sunday School may swallow up the 
catechism classes), that the intention is that the unified 
Church School, combining catechism classes and Sunday 
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School, shall he condncted by the pastor and by other 
teachers under strict supervision of the consistory, and 
thus the official character of the instruction will be safe
gua'rded. 

As to 5 (that Christian School and Church should co
openrte in this matter), that this is also the iDtent of the 
committee. 

Laid on the table: 
6. On the middle of page 205 the committee informs us 

that Synod of 1932 directed it to prepare a prospectus of 
Sunday School Readers for grades 3, 4, and 5, and that for 
financial reasons nothing has as yet been done. 

We advise Synod to direct ,the committee to carry out 
this mandate as soon as possible. 

Laid on the table. 
7. Section IV, pp. 205-7, will be taken up by your com

mittee later, in connection with <the report on a Mission' 
,Training and Bible School. 

Received as information. 
S. We advise yon to receive V, a and b, Pl'. 207-S, as 

information. 
Adopted. 
9.. Pertinent to the suggestion made in c on p. 20S, we 

advise to make the official name of this committee: "Com
mittee on Education." 

Adopted. 
10. On p. 208, e, we are told that the terms of the 

brethren A. Peters, A. J. Rooks, and vy. Stuart, expire 
this year. 

We recommend that these brethren be re-appointed. 
Referred to the Committee on Appointments. (Art. 169.) 
(Continued in Art. 96.) 

ARTICLE 73 
The Reception Committee introduces the Rev. S. Brond

sema, Secretary of the Faith. Prayer and Tract League, 
who speaks Ibriefly on the work of the League in dis
tributing tracts that are scripturally sound, practically at 
cost price. 

The Rev. H. J. De Vries responds to this address. 
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Synod recommends that our churches give the tract 
work of this League their moral and fiuaucial support. 

ARTICLE 74 
Synod sets aside oue hour on Thursday evening, at 

9:00 o'clock, for an illustrated lecture on the Indian Mis
sion work by the Rev. John Dolfin, Treasurer of the Mis
sion Board. 

The reason for this request is that Synod will be called 
upon to decide whether or not to take over certain build
ings and grounds on the Indian Mission field, which will 
be shown ill' these pictures. (See Art. 118.) 

On motion decided to grant this request. 

ARTICLE 75 
This session is. closed with prayer by Elder N. Yff. 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 19 
Eighth Session 

ARTICLE 76 
The devotionals are conducted by Professor L. Berkhof, 

who leads in prayer, after Synod has sung Psalter No. 38. 

ARTICLE 77 
Synod now takes in hand the Report of the Pre-advisory 

Committee on Missions, Dr. G. Goris serving as reporter: 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

There was placed into our hands the following material' 
I. Report of the Christian Reformed Board of Missions. 

(Supplement v.) 
1. This Report has already been received as informa· 

tion. (Cf. Art. 47.) 
2. Your Committee recommends that Synod do not en

ter upon the proposition of taking over and assuming re
sponsibility for the Sudan United Mission field where the 
late Johanna Veenstra labored (cf. Acts of Synod 1932, 
p. 57, and 1930, p. 34 f.). 
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Reason: the economic situation. This work would in· 
volve an expense of approximately $10,000.00 annually. 

Adopted. 

3. We recommend that ,Synod approve the appointment 
of the following brethren as representatives of their varions 
Classes to the Christian Reformed Board of Missions for a 

. term of two years each: 

Classis California-Rev. J. De Jonge. 
Classis Grand Rapids East-Rev. II. Verdnin. 
Classis Grand Rapids West-Rev. II. J. Mulder. 
Classis Hackensack-Rev. J. J. Beebe. 
Classis Holland-Rev. L. Van Laar. 
Classis Hudson-Rev. R. Bolt. 
Classis Illinois-Rev. J. H. Monsma. 
Classis Muskegon-Rev. J. Dolfin. 
Classis Orange City-Rev; J. Paanw. 
Classis Ostfriesland-Rev. H. C. Bode. 
Classis Pacific-Rev. J. Mulder. 
Classis Pella-Rev. I. Van Dellen . 

. Classis Sionx Center-Rev. J. C. De Bruyn. 
Classis Wisconsin-Rev. J. C. Schaap. 
Classis Zeeland-Rev. G. J. Vande Riet. 
Adopted. The Clerk is instructed to cast the ballot for 

. these men. . 

4. We further recommend that Synod approve the 
names of H. Denkema, H. Hekman, J. Kos, Dr. E. H. Beer
nink, Dr. J. D.Mulder, and E. Wierenga as nominees for 
delegates-at-Iarge. The first three are serving now . 

. Adopted. 

Synod proceeds to elect three from the list of nominees, 
with this result that the brethren H. Denkema, H. Hekman, 
and J. Kos are re-elecfed. 

II. Report of the General Home Missions Committee. 
(Snpplement IlIa.) 

1. This Report has already been received as informa
tion. (Cf. Art. 48.) 
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2 .• We recommend that Synod approve the' action of 
the Executive Committee in re Rev. B. Vanden Brink's 
allowance (see Acts of Synod 1932, pp. 92, 93)-namely, 
that it was given pro rata, even as the other allowances 
from the General Home Mission Fund, since Synod did 
not stij:mlate that this was to be a preferred item. 

Adopted. 

3. We further recommend that this special arrange
ment be terminated and Classis Orange City be instructed 
to send in a reqnest for sUlbsidy for Si,bley. 

Adopted, with this amendment that the General Home 
Mission Committee. be authorized to grant the subsidy to 
be requested by the Home Mission Committee of Classis 
Orange City, to the amount of $600.00 per year, which 
Shall be paid in this case as a preferred allowance. 

4. Your Committee recommends that the following 
delegates from the respective Classes be approved as 
members of the General Home Mission Committee; 

Classis California-Rev. J. De Jonge. 
ClassisGrand Rapids East--J. B. Hulst. 
Classis Grand Rapids West-Rev. H. Baker. 
Classis Hackensack-Rev. D. De Beer. 
Classis Holland-Rev. N. Monsma. 
Classis Hudson-Rev. P. Van Dyk. 
Classis Illinois-Rev. F. Doezema. 
Classis Muskegon-Rev. R. J. Karsen. 
Classis Orange City-Rev. J. R. Van Dyke. 
Classis Ostfriesland-Rev. H. C. Bode. 
Classis Pacific-Rev. J. Mulder. 
Classis Pella-Rev. C. Witt. 
Classis Sioux Center-Rev. J: H. Geerlings. 
Classis WISconsin-Rev. J. J. Holwerda. 
Classis Zeeland-Rev. H. Oostendorp. 
Adopted. The Clerk is instructed to cast the balIot for 

these men. 

5. We recommeud that Syuod express itself in favor 
of a more uniform classical allignment of Our churches in 
the Dominion of Canada, and to achieve that end assign 
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the churches of Chatham, Blackwell, and \Vindsor to 
Classis Grand Rapids East, and the church of Winnipeg 
to Classis Orange City, and that these Classes seek sub
sidy from tbe General Fund to the amount needed. 

Adopted. 

III. Reports of the Committee for South America. 
(Agenda I, p. 47; II, p. 220.) (Supplement VIIl.) 

1. Your Committee recommends that these Reports be 
received as information. 

Adopted. 

2. We further recommend that the transfer of Classis 
Buenos Aires ,and the whole South American Field, as 
proposed by the last General Synod of the Reformed 
Churches in the Netherlands, inclnding the transfer of ' 
the pastor of the Buenos Aires congregation, be held iu 
abeyance until the Synod of 1936, since the Classis itself 
has taken no final action in this malter; and that negoti
ation in this matter be continued. 

Adopted. 

3. We advise that Synod give Cando Wm. V. Muller, 
who is present with us, an opportunity to address Synod 
on the work in South America. 

Adopted. 

Candidate Wm. V. Mnller addresses Synod for fifteen 
minutes speaking about the needs of the field, and of the 
heartfelt desire of himself and his wife to do Gospel work 
in that field. 

After this address Synod continues the discussion of 
the report of the Pre-advisory Committee: 

4. Your Committee recommends that Synod decide to 
express its great desire to see Mr. Muller added to the 
South American force, and, its trust that some financial 
arrangement can ibe mad,e that will not require additional 
quotas from our already heavily burdened' churches. 

Adopted with this amendment that this matter is re
ferred back to the Committee for further report. (Cf. 

,Art. 86.) 
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5. We recommend that Synod re-appoint Dr. H. Beets, 
Rev. J. Wyngaarden, Dr. M. J. Wyngaarden, and Rev. H. 
Blystra as a Committee for South America. 

Referred to the Committee on Appointments. (Cf. 
Art. 169.) 

IV. The Report of the Emergency Committee. (Cf. 
~pplement lIIb.) 

The recommendations of your Committee in re this 
matter have already been adopted by .Synod. (Cf. Art. 
45.) 

V. Overtur~ of Classis Grand Rapids East:, 
"Classis 'Grand Rapids East requests Synod for morc 

detailed reports respecting the financial side of our Mis
sion personnel and fields, both in New Mexico and China. 
Ground: 

The Church must be conceded the right to know 
what salaries are paid our Mission personnel, and 
what allowance is made for automobile expenditures, 
additional allowances, etc." 

We recommend that this overture be adopted. 
Adopted. 

VI. Ovedure of the Consistory of Second Paterson. 
In this overture the Consistory proposes that ,a candi

date be appointed for the work at the Seamen's Home, 
Hoboken, N. J.' ' 

Your Committee recommends to leave the matter of 
this appointment to the discretion of the Board of thc 
Eastern Home Missions and the two Classes, Hudson and 
Hackensack. 

Reasons: 
(1) The proposal of Paterson II has already been sug

gested by the Board, and Classis Hudson has al
ready instructed the Board to devise ways and 
means to carry out tbe suggestion of the Board 
according to the minutes of Classis Hudson, Jan. 
24, 1933. 
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(2) That Synod should not hasten such an appoint-
ment, since: ' 
a) Mr. Apol'is doing his work very satisfactorily, 

and at .a very small salary; 
b) He has only been re-appointed for one year, 

l"aving the possibility of calling a candidate at 
the expiration of that term open. 

c) Mr. Apol, in order to keep down expenses of the 
institution, is doing work which an ordained' 
man might not be willing or qualified to do. 

d) The need of having a candidate with specialized 
training is not so urgent since the services of 
Rev., Van Tielen, pastor of the Hoboken Church, 
are available for this work according to a rule 
which specifies that for every $100 subsidy re
ceived, the subsidized church should give one 
week of service of its pastor. 

e) Both Classes are of the opinion that this ar
rangement is the very best for the present (See 
minutes Hudson April 17, 1934, and minutes 
Hackensack April 17, 1934). "The Board is of 
the opinion that the best possible arrangement 
under the Ipresent circumstances is that the 
pastor of Hoboken be in charge of the Mis
sionary work in the Seaman's Home, in view of 
the subsidy which the Hoboken congregation 
:receives from the Classis." and "The assistant 

, M:r. Apol should be retained one year." 
Adopied. (Continued iIJ. Art. 86.) 

. ARTICLE 78 
The Pre-advisory Committee on Psalter-Hymnal and 

Doctrinal Standards brings before Synod the following 
question: 

noes Synod desire to receive the revision of the trans
lations of the Doctriual Standards and the Liturgical 
Forms offered by the Committee for the Publication of 
the Psalter-Hymnal, even though it had received no man
date of the Synod of 1932 for this work? (Cf. Agenda I, 
p.86.)· , 
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A motion is made: 
a) That Synod approve the fact that the Committee for 

the Pnblication of the Psalter-Hymnal has gone be
yond its mandate in preparing revisions of thc 
translations of the Doctrinal Standards and Litur
gical Forms. 

b) That Synod receive the material offered by the 
Committee in its Report, Agenda T, pp. 98-168. 

c) That Synod commit this material to the Pre-advisory 
Committees on Psalter-Hymnal, Doctrin.al Stan
dards, Liturgical Prayers and Forms. 

, Carried. 
ARTICLE 79 

The following letter is read: 
To the Synod of the Chr. Ref. Church, 1934. 
Dear Brethren: 

Receive my thanks for the reappointment, which is . 
hereby accepted. Our help is in .the Lord. Your prayers 
are requested. M. J. WYNGAARDEN. 

Received (lIS information. (Art. 64 V.) 

ARTICLE 80 
Elder H. L. Verhulst closes this session with prayer and 

thanksgiving. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 20 
Ninth Session 

ARTICLE 81 
After singing No. 51 of the New Christian Hymn.al, 

Synod is led in prayer by the Rev. H. Keegstra. 

ARTICLE 82 
The Roll Call shows all members to' be present, except 

a few reporters of Pre-advisory Committees, who are 
engaged in writing their reports this morning. 

ARTICLE 83 
Theminutes of the seventh and the eighth sessions are 

read by the Clerk, and approved Iby Synod. 
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ARTICLE 84 
The first part of the Report of the Pre-advisory Com

mittee on Church Order and Emeriti Matters is read by 
the reporter, 'the Rev. R. J. Bos, and received as informa
tion by Synod. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Your Committee has considered the following material: 
I. Request of Rev. J. S. Dykstra. 
A. The Rev. J. S. Dykstra requestedClassisPella at 

her March session: "to seek at the f(lrthcoming Synod of 
1934 a continuation, if possible an indefinite continuation, 
of my ministerial status.'" For reasons mentioned in his 
letter, the ,brother also writes: "I therefore waive all 
rights to any financial support which ordinarily is given 
to emeritus ministers." 

Classis Pella hereby petitions Synod to grant the re
quest of Rev. J. S. Dykstra, and sends the brother's own 
letter and a related statement of his own (Dennis Ave-
nue) Consistory for information. ' 
, ,Synod of 1932 permitted "the status of the Rev. J. S. 
Dykstra as a minister in good standing to continue until 
the Synod of 1934. Gronnds: 

(1) The Rev. Dykstra was deprived of his church 
throngh no fault of his own; , 

(2) The Rev. Dykstra declares it is his desire to remain 
in the ministry; 

(3) The Reformed Churches have always_ proceeded 
slowly in depriving one of his status as a minister 
in the Chnrch." 

(Decision recorded in Acts, Art. 139.) 

B. Your committee also was given a letter of Rev. 
Dykstra and a statement of membership from his con
sistory. 

Your committee recommends Synod to advise Classi, 
Pella t'O grant honorable dismissal from the ministry to 
the Rev. J. S. Dykstra: 

Grounds: 
1. Rev. J. S. Dykstra has entered upon a secular 

vocation. 
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2. In the years of grace Synod has. given him, he has 
received no call. 

Adopted. 

II. Belated Reports. 

Classis Grand Rapids East overtnres Synod that it re
qnire that the reports of boards and funds which cau not 
or do not report before Synod meets be submitted to the 
synodical delegates the first day of Synod. 

Your committee recommends the adoption of this rule. 
Adopted. 

III. Delegation to Synod. 

A. Classis Grand Rapids East overtures Synod to re
duce the number of delegate~ to our synodical assemblies ' 
by approximately one-third. 

Grounds: 
a. The continued and growing sentiment in the Church 

for such .reduction. . 
ib. The smaller group on the floor of Synod and in com

mittees will work for greater efficiency. 
c. The example of other Churches akin to ours. 
d. It will tend to shorten the sessions, which now ex

tend over 2'12 or 3 weeks. 
e. It will cut the expense to the extent of approximate

ly two thousand dollars. 

Classis overtures Synod to revise Art. 50 of the Church 
Order, so that delegation to Synod shall be as follows: 

1. That all Classes consisting of 12 congregations or 
less send two delegates. 

2. That all Classes consisting of 13 to 24 congregations 
send four delegates. 

3. That all Classes consisting of· 25 or more congrega-
tions send six delegates. . 

. (This would make a total of 62 delegates.) 

Grounds: 
a. It will be more in conformity with Art. 84, C. O. "No 

church shall in any w.ay lord it over other churches." 
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b. By this plan we can reach our aim of fairer distribu
tion of delegates according to the number of 
churches, without in any way disturbing the present 
arrangement of. Clacsses. 

c. It furnishes us with a simple and permanent method 
of determining more equal representation at Synod. 

B. Classis Grand Rapids West overtures Synod to re
consider its decision (Acts 1932, Art. 83, XIII, pp. 68-70) 
relative to the reductibnof the number of delegates to 
Synod, and requests Synod to once more cansider the 
advisability and feasibility 'Of reducing the number of 
such delegates. 

Grounds: 
a. The cantinued ecanamic' canditians made a reduc

tian 'Of expenditures imperative. 
b. The increase 'Of the number 'Of Classes during the 

last decade, adding ta the expense. ' 
c. The grounds adduced by the cammittee 'Of pre

advice at the Synad' 'Of 1932 in this matter warrant 
seriaus reconsideratian at this time. (Acts, p. 70.) 

Yaur cammittee recammends that these 'Overtures be 
placed in the hands afa campetent cammittee. This cam
mittee ta 'Offer in 1936 a well-graunded rep art. 

Graunds: 
1. These 'Overtures suggest a revisian 'Of an article 'Of 

the Church Order. The Church Order shauld nat be 
revised except after deliberate and tharough can
sideratian. 

2. If a decision shauld now the made, the danger exists 
thact depressian pressure might exert a prepander.
ant influence. 

3. Synad 'Of 1932 had part 'Of this matter befare it. This 
Synad rejected the suggested revisian 'Of the Church 
Order. The present Synad shauld nat reverse 1932 
withaut having cansider,ed all the implicatians ''Of 
the prapased revisians. Placing all these implica
tians befare yau is impassible far yaur cammittee 
because 'Of limitations 'Of time. 

Adopted. 
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The following motion is introduced: 
The above decision naturally dbes not allow 'for any 

decisive change in the matter of synodical delegation at 
this Synod. 

However, there are various reasons why ,Synod con
siders .it advisable to offer a suggestion to the Classes in 
this matter: 

(a) There jsa strong sentiment in the Church in favor 
of reduction of synodical delegation. 

(b) A, very worthwhile financial saving would be 
effected 'and the, unconditional pqstponement of 
this possible saving for another two years will pos
sibly meet with much criticism., 

(c) The present Synod, with a synodical delegation of 
only four from some Classes, did not feel itself 
hampered in the work because the number of dele
gates was appreciably reduced. 

(d) Before a final decision is taken iu this matter it 
would he valuable as an experiment, that we have 
at least oue Synod with a delegation of only four 
from each Classis. 

In view of all these considerations, Synod, while recog
, nizing, the full right of our Classes to send six delegates to 
the next Synod, 

(a) ,Suggests to each Classis that it send only four dele
gates to the Synod of 1936. 

(b) Reque~ts those Classes that would prefer to exer
cise their right to send six delegates, to consider 
the advisability of sending only four, if .a majority 
of the Classis voluntarily so decides. 

Adopted. 

IV. Overture in re synodical delegates tor the Emeri
tus Fund. 

Classi,; Sioux Center stelt voor aan de Synode om een 
deputaat in elke Classis tehebben voor de Emeritus Kas, 
opdat de Kerk meer meeleve in deze zaak. 

Instead of thus increasing the number of 'synodical 
delegates, your committee believes the foll~wing will 
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answer the purpose Classis Sioux Center has in mind. 
Hence your Committee advises: 
. Synod instructs the Emeritus Board to send to the 
Classes twice a year .a statement giving receipts and 
itemized disbursements (also percent paid each year) of 
this Fund. 

Adopted. 

V. Emeritus Fund. 
The following material, dealing with the reorganization 

of the Emeritns Fnnd, was pLaced into our hands: 
A. Report of the Committee on. Emeritus Fnnd (cf. 

Agenda I, p. 61). 
B. Overture ofelassis Illinois (cf. Agenda II, p. XVII). 
C. Overture of Classis Muskegon (cf. Agenda II, p. 

XVIII). 
D. Overture of Classis Hackensack (cf. Agenda II, 1'. 

XV). 
E. Overture of Classis Ostfriesland (d. Agenda II, p. 

XXI) .. 
F. In addition to these overtures found in the Agenda, 

we received a belated overture of Classis Zeeland, read
ing as follows: 

Classis overtures the Synod of 1934: 
1. Not to adopt the advice of the Committee in re the 

Emeritus Fund (Agenda Part 1, p. 61; 62) to postpone 
action in re the administmtion of .this fund, but to take 
some definite action. 

Grounds,: 
a. Due to the present economic conditions and the 

burden our people must carry, some changes in the 
administration of this fund are imperative, there
fore some action should be taken. 

b. The present .arrangement is very unpopUlar with 
our people and calls for a change. . 

2. That the Synod declare the Emeritus Fuud to be a 
Relief Fund only, the funds to be administered only in 
case of actual need and according to the needs, after the 
needs have heendefinitely investigated and established. 
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Grounds: 
a, It is doubtful, in our estimation, whether Scripture 

demands that the Church support the emeriti minis
ters, widows, and <,lrphans who are able to support 
themselves, 

b, Article 13 of the Church Order requires that the 
Church shall provide "honorably for them in their 
need," This we take to mean that only those in 
need shall be provided for, 

c, A declaration by the Synod of this character, and 
the administr,ation of this fund according to this 
plan, will in our estimation remove one of the most 
serious objections to this fund." . 

Your committee has carefully studied the report and 
the overtures. We are convinced that some definite 
method for the raising of funds for this cause ought to be 
adopted soon. 

However, we hesitate to recommend the adoption of 
either of the plans of Muskegon or Ostfriesland as these 
would include at least a partial repudiation of the princi
ple adopted in 1932. The same can most emph,atically be 
said of the overture of Classis Zeeland. If the standpoint 
of 1932 in whole or in part is to be repUdiated, your com
mittee feels this requires more consideration than your 
present committee can give to it. Two Classes, Hacken
sack and Illinois, also warn against hasty adoption of a 

. new plan. 

Hence we recommend the following: 

1. That the report of the Committee on the Emeritus 
Fund be received as information. 

2. That the. present committee or a new committee be 
appointed and instructed to carry out the mandate 
of 1932. 

3. That they be especially urged to begin immediately 
that part of the work given them in' 1932: "to en
lighten our people in reference to the principles up
on which the support of our Emeriti .. , is based." 

4. That all the above named overtures be referred to 
them for study ,and consideration. 
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5. That the rule adopted in 1932, Acts p. 52, section 8, 
ibe continued as long as there are not sufficient funds 
to pay the full allowances. 

6. That Synod urge all consistories to do all in their 
power to raise the assessments, or at least part. of 
them in order that there mav be no real want in the 
homes of those who hav'; faithfnlly served the 
Church and can now no longer do so. 

Laid on the table. 

It is moved and carried to appoint a special Committee 
to consider the Emeritus problem-this Committee to re
port before the close of Synod. 

The following Committee is appointed: Dr. W. Bode, 
Revs. L. Veltkamp and J. C. 'schaap, Elders A. J.Wibalda, 
P. De Leeuw, J. Ten Harmsel, and G .. Otten. (Cf. Art. 
161.) 

VI. Report of the Committee on Ministerial Exchanges 
(Agenda I, pp. 65 ff). 

Your committee having carefully considered the report 
would make the following recommendations: 

A. That the report be accepted as information and the 
committee be thanked for the work done. 

Adopted. 

B. ,Synod adopt recommendation 1, p. 72, which reads 
as follows: "In view of the impracticahleness of such a 
procedure and in view of the dangerous trend evidenced 

. in o!.her church groups in the attempt to solve this proh
lem, which, according to their .admission and .our con
viction are not Reformed, we would recommend that 
Synod refrain from appointing a committee for the ex
change of ministers and charges." 

Adopted. 

C. Synod adopt recommendation 2, p. 72, which reads 
as follows: 

"Considering that for many years to come the vast 
majority of our ministers can hardly expect to receive a . 
call to another field of laibor, your committee feels con-

. strained to recommend that Synod exhort the churches 
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and particularly 'the ministers and consistories, to do all 
'within their power to prevent the, arisiog of such situ
ations whereby an exchange would becoine imperative. 
Always remembering that God's blessing anides there 
where peace is sought and found. A reminder of the 
power of prayer might not be out of place." 

Adopted. 

D. Synod adopt the first paragraph of recommenda
tion 3, p. 73. Synod will observe that thus the recommen
dation of the committee, that Classes shall he instructed 
to arrange exchanges, isrejected by your committee. \Ve 
recommend this to Synod on the following grounds: 

1. The historicity of the precedents qnoted is not de
nied, .but your committee draws the attention of 
Synod to the fact that these are mainly taken from 
a period in Reformed church historv when condi-
tions were ,abnormal. ' -

2. The plan presents what to the committee seem to be 
serious practical difficulties. 
a) Not one or two but six parties must be pleased 

shall the plan prove satisfactory. 
b) If negotiations for an exchange are begun and 

fail, a more unbearable situation would develop. 
e) The possibility of such an exchange would have 

a tendency to cause congregatioos to demand an 
exchange when mutual forbearance and love is 
called for. 

3. The Church Order provides for dissolution when and 
if the situation is such that profitable co-operation 
is no longer possible (cf. Art. 11). 

Adopted. 

E. Synod reject the recommendation Of the Committee 
that ministers arrange occasional exchanges, because 
there is no need for Synod to express itself on this matter 
(cf. Agenda I, last paragraph of p. 75). ' 

Adopted. 

F. Synod also reject the two recommendations of the 
Committee found on p. 76 of the Agenda I, because these 
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recommendations would unduly restrict the liberties of 
the .churches and ministers without b;blical sanction. 

Adopted. (Continued in 'Art. 119.) 

ARTICLE 85 
The Committee in re Re~imbursementof Traveling Ex

penses, appointed by the Synod 'Of 1932," Art. 94, p. 82, 
reports as follows: 

,ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Our mandate received from the former Synod is as 
. follows: 

. "Because these rules are not adequate and do not cover 
every individual ease properly, Synod decides to appoint 
a Committee, consisting of Mr. Tony Noordewier, Mr. 
Henry Voss, and the Rev. H. Baker, to 'compose an im
proved set of rules, and report to the Synod of 1934," 

In discharging the duty of working out a plan for cOm
putation of allowable expenses of delegates to Synod, 
your Committee has given some little time and thought 
to its. work but was somewhat at a loss to know just what 
to suggest in the way of a fixed allowance. 

Heretofore it has been the pDlicy of Synod to allow a 
graduated mileage and we assum.e that this was done' 
because of the fact that some were inclined to more 
liberal expenditures than others, and yet it is the opinion 
of your Committee that the only fair way is for Synod to 
care for the actual traveling expenses of its delegates. 

With this in view, your Committee makes the following 
recommendations: 

That each delegate be aHowed a reimbursements of 
expense which shall not exceed one actual round-trip 
railroad and/or steamship fare plus Ic per mile for 
sleeping accommodations and meals. 

It should be considered incumbent upon the clergy to' 
make use of their clergy permits whenever possible. 

If transportation is by automobile carrying one or more 
delegates, reimbursement should be (or actual expenses" 
not to exceed the railroad fare plus Ic per mile .. 
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Grounds: 
1. We consider this to be an equitable disposition of 

the matter of expense. 
2. An allowance of 1c per mile for sleeping accommo

dations and meals would seem adequate. 
Received as information. 
It is moved and carried to adopt the recommendations 

of the Committee. 

A,RTICLE 86 

Continuatiou of the Report of the Pre-advisory Com
mittee on Missions (cf. Art. 77) : 

Syuod instructed your Committee (cf. Art. 77, III, 4) to 
, try to fiud some finaucial arrangemeut by which Cando 
Wm. V. Muller can be sent to ,South America, without 
adding to the burdens of our churches in general. 

1. We have given this matter some thought, and now 
advise Synod to instruct the Committee for South Ameri
ca to get in touch with the Classes Hudson and Hacken
sack, the Emergency Committee, and, if necessary, with 
any individual or group which might be iuterested, to 
see 'if the necessary funds cannot be secured. 

Reasons for this advice: 
a) The churches are already overburdened with assess

ments and are clamoring for reductions. 
:b) We already Iace arrearages in nearly all our mis-

sion ftmdse ' . ' 
c) Classes Hackeusack and Hudson have for the past 

year supported Candidate Muller to the extent of 
$300, thereby showing their interest in him. 

d) Mr. Muller is a candidate, and since the Emergency 
fund specifically seeks to provide places for our 
candidates, and to supplement support given by 
others in order to do so, the aiding of Mr. Muller 
would be in line with its work. . 

Adopted. 

2. We further advise Synod that as soon as the needed 
funds are secured, the Committee for South America be 
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authorized to take the steps uecessary for sending Cando 
Muller to South America. 

Adopted. 

Your Committee now continues its report on the ma
terial entrusted to us: 

VII. An Appeal of Mr. H. Hamstra in the matter of 
re-organizing the present Eastern Home Mission Board. 

Your Committee received the following documents: 
1) The appeaL of Mr. Hamstra.· 
2) The reply of the Eastern Home Mission Board to 

this proposal. 
3) The minutes of Classis Hudson bearing on this 

matter. 
4) The decision of Classis Hackensack in this matter. 

Your Committee has carefully studied all this material, 
and presents the following brief synopsis of the appeal 
of Mr. H. Hamstra. This brother proposes: 

A. That the present arrangement whereby the Eastern 
Home' Mission Board now supervises the work. of the 
Seamen's Home of Hoboken, N. J., as well as, the' Mis,· 
sionary work of the Christian Reformed Church in the 
Eastern States, be discontinued. 

B. That the Mission territory in the Easteru States be 
divided into two p.arts, one to. he placed under super
vision of the Classis Hackensack and another part to be 
supervised by Classis Hudson. 

C. That the two Classes choose delegates (Hudsoa 
three, Hackensack two) to form the committee or cor
poration which shall have full charge of all the activitic; 
of the Seamen's Home. 

Reasons: 
1) Art. 1 of the Rules for Home Missions adopted by 

Synod of 1930, "For the work of Home Missions is 
required a classical committee whose task it is to 
take care of the mission work within the limits of 

',,',, each,'ClasSis." 
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2) The work which the Seamen's Home must perform 
is of au entirely different nature than so-called 
Home Mission work. 

3) The Seamen's Home is an iustitution all by itself. 
4) The proposed plan would greatly simplify the work 

by distributing it over three committees, one Home 
Mission Comm. for Classis Hudson, one for Classis 
Hackensack, and one exclusively for the Seamen's 
Home. 

5) The plan would cause greater activity, for each 
Classis responsible for its own specific territory will 
have additional iucentive to apply itself more fully 
to its own interest. 

6) The Eastern Home Mission Board is hindered in the 
carrying on of its work because required to take 
care of various finaucial matters such as the disc 
posal of aud renting of properties. Such wonld not 
be the case if the proposal for reorganization were 
adopted. 

Received as information. 

Your Committee recommends that Synod reply to Mr. 
H. Hamstra that it does not see its way clear to decide 
according to his proposal for the following reasons: 

,a) It is the unanimous opinion of the Board (with the 
exception of one member, the appellant, who has been a 
member but one year) that such a change should not be 
made. ' 

b) It is the opinion of both Classes which are most in
timately acquainted with and involved in the work that 
such a change should not be made. 

c) The main argument used for such a change of or
ganization has not been substantiated and cannot be, 
hamely that the work of the Seamen's Home is not large
ly mission work and for that reason should be placed in 
the hands of a special committee,.for: 

(1) Synod's decisions. have repeatedly borne out this 
mission character of the work. In 1916 Synod de
cided to support the work to the extent of $600 
from the General Home Mission fund. Again in 
1924 Synod decided to support "mission work 
among the seamen." 
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(2) The history of the organization coincides with this 
view of the work as does also the report of the 
work done in the past two years as given in the 
Agenda, part II, pp. 212, 213. Th~ f?llowing items 
clearly show how large a place mISSIOn work occu
pies in the program of the Seamen's Home: 

Bibles distributed, 93;, New Testaments, 628; 
Tracts, 18,153; Meetings held, 190; attendance at 
meetings, 3,670; Visits to barges, lighters, and 
other v~ssels, 661; Shops visited, 471. 

Elimination of mission work would be death to the 
Seamen's Home. 

d) The present method has operated successfully in 
the past and is operating increasingly successfully in the 
recent past as can be seen from the linancial report of the 
,two previous years and the proposed budget for the com
ing two years. 

e) Though the organization of the Eastern Home Mis
sion Board is not strictly in accordance with the rules for 
Home Mission work laid' down by Synod in 1930, this ar
gument is not sufficient to call for an entire reorganiza-
tion since ' ' 

(1) Syno,d itself has made special arrangements for the 
work of the Eastern Home Mission Board to include 
the work of the Seamen's Home. 

(2) Each Classis ,through its Home Mission Committee 
does take care of its own mission interests, having' 
its own treasurer. 

(3) Not only are the territories of these two Classes 
small, making a combined board more desirable, 
but in some cases, as for instance in Paterson, they 
are identical. Any division would cause overlap
ping, confusion, and many embarrassing situations, 

(4) Such a reorganization would require the changing 
of the constitution, and a new incorporation, which 
should not lbe urged unless absolutely necessary, 

Adopted, (Contiuued iu Art. 118.) 

ARTICLE 87 
This session is closed, Elder U. J, Otter leading in 

prayer and thanksgiving, 
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 20 Air l", ~ 
Tenth Session (~/,./-~ 

ARTICLE 88 'it:O" 
Synod, having sung the Dutch versiollj ~f Psalm 68:2, is 

led in prayer by the Rev. W. Terpsma. IJ 

ARTICLE 89 
Continuation of the Report of the Pre-advisory Commit· 

tee on Calvin College and Seminary (cf. Art. 64) : 

VII. Overture Classis Hackensack (Agenda II, p. IV). 
In re this Overture of Classis Hackensack, your Commit

tee advises Synod not to take any action looking toward the 
eventual separation of College and Seminary.' Grounds: 

a) The Classis gives no reasons why action should be 
taken at this time. 

b) Previous synodical decisions referred to do not neces' 
sarily mean that College ,and Church must eventually 
be separated. 

c) "Although the Church does not have the positive task 
of maintaining a college of liberal arts, nevertheless 
it has the right to do so" (cf. Acta Synodi 1926, p. 30). 

d) There are serious practical objections to tlie proposed 
separation. 

Adopted. 

VIII. Overture Classis Pella (Agenda II, pp. VI and 
VII). 

With respect to this overture of Classis Pella your Com
mittee advises Synod not to accede to the request of Classis 
"Pella on the following grounds: ' 

a) It is not correct to say that the so-called principle of 
"Free Study" is among us an officially accepted Re
formed principle. 

b) A report favoring the principle of "Free Study" was 
laid on the table by the last Synod (cf. Acts 1932, 
p.21). 

Adopted. 
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IX. Overture Classis Ostfriesland (Ag~nda II, p. VII). 
With respect· to this overture of Classis Ostfriesland your 

, Committee advises Synod that since Classis Ostfriesland 
brings nothing new to the attention of Synod, .Synod has no 
reason whatsoever to depart from the decision of 1932 (cf. 
Acts 1932, pp, 177, 178). 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 105.) 

ARTICLE 90 

Continuation of the Report of the Budget Committee 
(cf. Art. 49) : 

II. Your Committee has been handicapped in lts wOl;k 
on acconnt of the absence of statements of inventories of 
varions denominational enterprises. 

For the approval of Budgets it is essential that each year, 
or at least every synodical year, not only a complete finan
cial statement accompanies the proposed Budget of a Board, 
but also a complete inventory of all the ass.ets entrusted to 
its care. 

This pertains to all assets, whether real estate, autos, 
equipment, furniture, food, clothing, or other supplies. 

If snch inforIp.ation is available a real check-up can be 
made in connection with depreciation charges, necessary 
replacements, etc. 

At the same time Synod will learn from year to year the 
actual value of all assets of the various denominational 
enterprises. 

An outstandiug exception to this requirement is Calvin 
College and Seminary, which voluntarily submitted to your 
Committee a complete inventory statemenj:. 

Therefore your Committee ad"ises Synod: 
A. That heuceforth all Boards shall furnish not only com· 

plete financial statements in connection with their 
proposed Bndgets, but also up-to-date inventories (as 
at the end of the last fiscal year) of all their assets 
for the nse of the Budget Committee. 

Adopted. 
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B. That all Boards which have financial matters to re, 
port to Synod shall have on hand, at the beginning of 
synodical meetings, a sufficient number 'Of mimeo
graphed. copies for all delegates, these copies to con
tain complete financial statements and proposed 
hudgets. . 

Adopted. 

III. Seamen's Home, Hoboken, New Jersey. 
Your Committee advises Synod to approve the Budget of 

$5,026.00 for two years; with this understanding that this 
institution shall not request moneys from the churches 
during these two years, unless the money needed for the 
Budget are not received from the residuary estate of the 
late W. Van Agthoven, in which the Seamen's Home has 
a one-seventh interest. 

Adopted. 

IV. Calvin College and Seminary. 
Your Committee received a complete financial statement 

. including an inventory from this institution. Although the' 
number of items in this statement, which your Committee 
had to examine was large, it could be done with dispatch 
on account of the thor'Oughness of the statement. 

After discussing various items with the Secretary of the 
Finance Committee of Calvin College and Seminary, Rev. 
D. Zwier, your Committee decided to recommend to Synod 

. the adoption of this Budget of $91,716.00. 
Adopted. 

V. Nathanael Institute. 
Your Committee discussed at length the financial report 

and proposed Budget with Rev. P. A. Hoekstra, its Presi
dent. He informed us that the present policy of the Board 
is to more and more emphasize the bringing of the Gospel 
to the Jews, both young and old, and to emphasize less gym
nasium work and other activities of like nature. 

Your Committee advises Synod to approve the Bud'get, 
for the next two years, of $21,924.00. 

We also advise Synod to allow this institution an addi-
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tional amount (if at all made possible through· receipts 
from churches, etc.)' to enable its Board to employ a full
time lady worker in order to obtain entrance with the Gos· 
pe! to the Jewish homes. . 

Adopted. 

VI. Paterson Hebrew Mission. 
Your Committee recommends the adoption of the Budget 

of this Mission, for the next two years, of $10,371.62. 
We also advise Synod in view of the increased interest 

manifested in this Jewish Mission to allow its Board asuf
ficient amount (if finances permit) to enable it to place its 
lady worker on full time. 

Adopted. 

VII. 1. General Home Missions Committee. 
The Budget submitted for approval is as follows: 

Clas.sis -California ""_. __ . __ ...................... ___ .. ___ ....... $445-0.00 
Classis Orange City ............................................ 4620.00 
Classis Ostfriesland ________ ........ ___ .. ________ . ___ . ________ 1600.00 
Chis,sis Pacific __ . __ .. _______ . ___ ... ____ . ________ ......... _______ .. 6000.00 
Classis Pella ........................................................500.00 
Classis Sioux Center ............................ __ ............. A140.00 
Salary Rev. H. Wierenga __ ~ __ ~ ______ . ___ . ________ ... ____ ._ 13'00.00 

.' (plus $100 auto allowance) 
Salary Rev. W. Meyer ........................................ 1300.00 

(Plus $4'0' per month rent an"d "$1'0'0 auto 
allowance) 

Shackleton, towards traveling expenses .. ______ 60;00 
Rev. B. Vand'en Brink...................................... 600.00 

Your Committee advises the following changes: 
a. In view of inequality between Western Canada and 

U. S. salaries for our Home Missionaries, to reduce ·the 
salaries of our Home Missionaries in Vancouver, B. C., 
Classis Pacific; Winnepeg, Classis Orange City; Mon
arch-Granum and Edmonton, Classis Pacific, to $1600 
per year. 

Adopted. 

b. That the salary of the Home Missionary to be sta
tioned at Conrad, Montana (Classis Pacific) be fixed at 
$1400 per year instead of $1800 per year as contem
plated by its consistory. 

Adopted. 
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c. To redU:cethe salary of the Home Missionary at Hol- . 
. land Center (Classis Sioux Center) . from $1440 to 

$1300, and of the Home. Missionary at Sioux Falls 
(Classis Sioux Center) from $1620 (including auto 
allowance) to $1300 plus $200 auto allowance. 

Adopted. 

d. If c is approved of then the appropriation for' Classi;' 
Pacific is reduced to $5200 and for Sioux Center to 
$3880, while Orange City is increased to $5920 in view 
of Rev. H. Wierenga's salary. 

Adopted. (Cf. Art. 165, XL) 

2. Your Committee now advises Synod to approve the 
budget of the General Home Mission Committee with the 
following stipulations: 

a. That any Classis wbich is to receive aid from the Gen
eral Committee .for Home Mission work must be able 
to show that it has collected at least two dollars per 
year per family for its classical home mission work, 
this rule to go into effect January 1, 1935. 

Synod rejected a. 

b. That Synod approves a quota of $1.20 per family to 
be paid by aIr congregations whether they belong to a 
Classis that receives aid from the General Home Mis· 
mission Committee or not. 

Adopted. (But see Art. 165, XL) 

c. That in view of the possibility of improved economic 
conditions, some Classes, now on the synodical bnd
get for subsidy, will be able to get along with less than 
the allotted subsidy; while other Classes may be in 
snch a condition that additional aid must be given" 
the General Home Mission Committee shall keep in 
very close touch with all Classes receiving synodical 
subsidies, in order, if necessary, to make proper 

. . ( 
adjustments.. . . . , 
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In view of this advice under c. your Committee sug
gests that the Executive Committee of the General 
Horne Mission Committee meet about every three 
months. 

Adopted. 

3. Your Committee also informs Synod that in ord'er to 
be able to judge intelligently about subsidies to be granted 
to congregations, it ought to be in possession of the neces· 
sary information concerning salaries, etc. At present this 
information is not available. 

We therefore advise' Synod that all congregations in the 
fu ture requesting subsidies from the General Home Mission 
Committee shall provide snfficient information to Synod in 
order that your Budget Committee may be able to render 
an equitable advice. 

Adopted. (Con,tinued in Art. 123.) 

ARTICLE 91 
Eld'er A. Keuning closes this session with prayer and 

thanksgiving. 

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 21 
Eleventh Session 

ARTICLE 92 
After singing Psalter No. 71, Synod is led in prayer by 

the Rev. J. Gritter. ' ' 

ARTICLE 93 
The Roll Call shows that all members are ,present, except 

Elder J. Sturing of Classis Holland, whose place is taken by 
his alternate, Elder N. Stielstra. This brother expesses his 
agreement witb our Forms of Unity. 

ARTICLE 94 
The minutes of the ninth and tenth sessions are read and 

approved. ' 
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ARTICLE 95 

Dr. Herman Kuiper reads the Report of the CommitteE 
in re the Baptism of Adopted Infants: 

To the Synod of 1934·. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

The Committee in re the Baptism of Adopted Infants, ap· 
pointed by the Synod: of 1932 and scheduled to report to 
the Synod of 1934, has not finished its labors. Sever.al meet
ings have been held by the Committee as a whole, and a 
goodly amount of work has been performed by various sub
committees, but it was ont of the question for the Commit
tee to carry out within the allotted time the mandate given 
by the Synod of 1932 .. 

. Respectfully yours, 

Received as information. 

Y. P. DE JONG, Pres. 
HERMAN KUIPER, Secy. 

Synod decides to continue the Committee, and instructs 
it to report to the following Synod. 

ARTICLE 96 

Continuation of the Report of the Pre-advisory Com
mittee on Varia and Publication Malters (d. Art. 72): 

.III. Ovel'ture of Ciassis Illinois (Agenda II, pp. 27 if.). 
Your Committee has considered this overture, and advises 

Syuod to adopt the following: 
"In view of the fact that the repeal of national prohibition 

makes the question of the use of strong drink no longer a 
legal, but an exclusively moral one; and 

"Iu view of the known dangers which the legaliziug of 
the sale of strong drink has called into existence; and 

"In· view of the new perils. to which the virtual re-instate
ment of the saloon (beer gardeus, roadhouses, beer tav
erns, etc.) exposesparticnlarly our youth; 

"The Synod of the Christian Reformed: Church, convened 
June, 1934, at Grand Rapids, Michigan, hereby 

1. Utters a pnblic testimony against the drink evil of 
our day; . . 
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2. Warns all members of the Church agaiust the dangers 
aud temptations necessarily attendant upon ·the legal
ized publicsale and consumption of strong drink; and 

3. Reminds the leaders of their responsibility to let the 
light 6f the Word of God shine also upon the sins and 
temptations associated with this modern evil." 

Adopted. 

IV. A Proposed Training School for Lay Workers. 
Under this heading we bring to your attention two mat-

ters which in our opinion are closely related: 

A; Report of the Committee in re Missionary Training 
and Bible School (Agenda I, pp. 41 ff). < 

1. We advise that this report be received as information. 
Adopted. 

2. Summarizing different reasons, given in this report, 
why such a school should be established, we. advise Synod 
to adopt the following: 
. Whereas the emphasis placed by the Synod of 1932 on 
evangelization work by onr churches implies the need Of 
trained lay workers (Agenda I, pp. 42-43) ; and . 

Wh,ereas there. is a great demand for a training school 
of our own for such workers (Agenda I, p,42); aud 

. Whereas .at presen't a number of our members deriving 
such training are attending schools uot of a Reformed type, 
so that they do not get Reformed training, and ofttimes 
good talent is lost to our churches (Ageuda I, pp. 41-42); 
and 

Whereas such a training school can be so conducted 
that it incurs no additional financial burden upon our 
churches (Agenda I, p. 44),-

Therefore Synod decides to establish a school where 
such lay workers can be trained. 

Adopted. 

3. ,"Ve further advise that for the establishment of this 
school Synod adopt the regulations proposed in Agenda I, 
Dp. 45-46. 

Adopted. 
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B. A Bible School for Lay 'Yorkers, as. spoken of in the 
Report of the Committee on Education, Agenda II, pp 
205-207. 

Tbe Committee on Education informs us: "We had 
planned to open a Bible School in the Grand Rapids center 
as a controlled experiment, in order to be able to bring be
fore Synod some very concrete findings, but we were delayed 
in carrying out our plans. The courses we had planned to 
offer were: The Sunday School Lesson, a Systematic Study 
of the Bible, Pedagogy of the Sunday School, and Personal 
Evangelism. We now request that Synod permit us to 

. organize a Bible School in the Grand Rapids center, and 
that the control of that School be left with this Committee, 
for a period of two years at least." Then follow the reasons. 
for this request. 

The idea of this Committee, then, is to tryout a Bible 
School for training teachers in the established congrega· 
tions with a view to that, we once again call your attention 
to the Missionary Training and Bible School described under 
A. This school "could very well ,combine with its mission· 
ary courses certain courses in Bible study and Sund\ly 
School methods for the benefit of those intending to devote 
their activity to work in the Sunday Schools and societies 
within the established congregations" (quotation from 
Agenda I, p. 45). 

Your Committee recommends: 
1. That the Committee on Education be granted per

mission to carryon this experiment. 
Adopted. 

2. That this Committee, in carrying out this experi
ment, take into considel'ation the following: 

a. That the experiment be made in connection with the 
Missionary Training and Bible School. 

b. That the Committee on Education be represented ou 
the Board of Directors of that School. 

Adopted. 

V. Report of the Committee for Rules of Synodical 
Procedure (Agenda I, pp. 181ff.). 
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A. Your Committee recommends that the preliminary 
remarks on pp. 181-18;2 be received as information. 

Adopted. 
B. Your Conimittee further advises that ·the, Rules for 

Synodical Procedure for the Christian Reformed Chnrch on 
pp. 182-198 of the Agenda I be adopted with a number of 
changes and corrections wbich we now shall lay before 
Synod. 

Adopted. 
NOTE: These changes and corrections as adopted by Synod, 

together with some other amendments made from the floor of 
Synod, are incorporated in the Rules for Synodical Procedure as 
they appear among the Supplements of these Acts of Synod (viz., 
Supplement XVII). 

In connection with this matter, the following motion is 
made: 

Synod suggests to the Classes that they adopt these Rules 
also for classical procedure in so far as applicable. 

Grounds: 
1. This will promote uniformity in classical procedure. 
2. This will provide splendid training for our synodical 

ga therings. 
Adopted. 
VI. Overture bf Classis Holland: 
1. "Whereas the year 1934 marks the centennial exis

tence of the Secession Movement of 1834 in the Neth
erlands, and 

2. "Whereas this Secession Movement is an historical 
event of deep significance also to our Christian Re
formed Churches, 

3. "Classis Holland overtures Synod to urge our churches 
to commemorate the historical event during this year 
by arranging special public programs in different 
churches throughout our entire denomination. These 
programs to be planned especially with a'view to our 
young people who are largely unacquainted with the 
early origin and history of our churches. Grounds: 
a. It is of vast importance for self-evident reasons 

that our youth be made acquainted with the his
torical background of their Church; 

h. The year 1934 furnishes proper ·time for doing 
this." 
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To us was referred also this paragraph from the Report 
of the Synodical Committee: 

"It seems to us that Synod should recommend that all 
our congregations on Sunday, October 14, have appropriate 
sermonspreached in connection with this important histor
ical event, which has meant so much for our denomination. 
But we take the liberty to suggest also that the Synod ap
point a committee of three or five members, that some
thing of a general celebration of the event may take place 
in Grand Rapids. May we suggest as a date for snch a cele
bration Monday, October 15. In a tentative way the Stated 
Clerk also approached the faculties of Calvin .College and 
Seminary bnt they decided not to go into any plans for the 
celebration, thus leaving the field clear for Synod. It seems 
to us a good plan if in different centers committees were 
appointed to arrange for celebrations." 

Yonr Committee advises Synod to decide the following: 
"Since the Secession of 1834, in the N etherIands, w.as a 

mighty deed of God, of great historical significance also for 
our denomination, Synod recommends to the churches that 
appropriate pnblic programs be given in our various church 
centers, during the week beginning October 14, 1934, for 
the purpose of commemorating this great historical event." 

Adopted. 

VII. Overture of Classis Grand Rapids East: 
. "Synod consider the advisability of appointing a perma

nent committee with the mandate to gather and preserve, 
bO,Qks and documents of historical valne pertaining to the 
history of ,our Church and the Church from which we orig
inated and to religion in general, and to provide a room and 
facilities in the College or Seminary building where they 
can be properly preserved and displayed. Grounds: 

1. "The Church as a whole is the body most vitally inter
ested in preserving these for future generations. 

2. "In the past such books and documents have been of
fered to Calvin library, but nothing was done because 
no one was authorized to care for them, nor was a 
place provided in which to keep such relics. 

3. "There are many of these books an,d documents.in 
existence scattered far and wide, and if an official 
body is designated, no doubt many owners would be 
willing and glad to give them into the care of such a 
committee representing our whole Church. 
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4. They would be available to all our people under proper 
snpervision, and no donbt of valne to students in', 
church history conrses." 

1. Yonr Committee advises Synod to take action accord
ing to this overtnre. 

Adopted. 
2. ' Your Committee snggests that the Stated CI~rk of 

Synod together with the Professor of Church History be 
designated as the permanent Historical Committee for 
this purpose. Grounds: ' , 

a. The Staled ,Clerk has been and is the official keeper 
of all official docnments. 

b. Since these documents are of special significance for 
the history of our Church, the Professor of Church 
History is the logical man to serve on this Committee. 

Adopted. (S"e Art. 169.) 

3: Your Committee further advises that such docu-
, ments be kept in one of the buildings of Calvin College and 

Seminary, but that the selection of the room be left to the 
above named Committee in conjunction with the Building 
Committee of our School. . 

Adopted. 
4. As to expenses, Synod decide that this Committee 

shall be ,authorized to draw upon the Synodical Treasury 
for' an amount not to exceed two hundred dollars. 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 108.) 

ARTICLE 97 
It is decided to take recess until 2:00 P. M. This session 

was closed with prayer and thanksgiving by Elder J. H 
Bosscher. ' 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 21 
Twelfth Session 

ARTICLE 98 
The Rev. R. J. Bos lead's in prayer, after Synod has sung 

No. 27 of the New Christian Hymnal. 
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ARTICLE 99 
Synod now takes up the first part of the Report of the 

Pre-advisory Committee on Liturgical Pra'Yers and Forms, . 
the Rev. K. Bergsma serving as reporter: 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Your Committee found that a Committee appointed at a 
previous Synod had been instructed to revise the Forms 
for the marriage service and for the ordination of elders 
and deacons. The same Committee was also charged with 
the preparation of the English translations of the liturgical 
prayers. 

In addition to these Forms, we have the Forms for the 
baptism of infants, the baptism of adults, the celebration of 
the Lord's 'Supper, excommunication, re-admission, the 
ordination of ministers, professors, and missionaries. These 
Forms have not been revised, but the translations have been 
corrected and improved by the Committee for the Publi
cation of the Psalter-Hymnal. 

I. Your Committee has studied the liturgkal prayers 
and compared them with the original Dutch prayers, and is 
well pleased with the work. The difficulties. that trans
lators encounter in doing justice to the origirial and at the 
same time not having stilted or hackneyed expressions were 
greatly overcome. That indefinable air or tone of sanctity 
which one feels in the reading of the Dutch has been re
tained in the English and this is especially wOl:thy of note. 
The capitalization of the pronouns referring to the Deity, 
we think, is a very praiseworthy one. For these reasons we 
advise that these prayers be accepted. 

There are certain matters which we feel ought to be 
changed. The opening sentence in several of the prayers is 
exceedingly long, and one knows that long sentences do not 
permit of grasping the full meaning immediately. We 
suggest in this connection that the first sentence of the 
prayer found on p. 132 be separated so that we have two 

. sentences. It reads: "0 eternal God and merciful Father, 
We humble ourselves before Thy great majesty, against 
which we have frequently. and grievously sinned, and we 
acknowledge that if Thou shouldst enter into judgment 
with us, we should deserve nothing less than eternal death." 
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We would have it thus: "0 .eternal God and merciful Fa
ther, we humble ourselves before Thy great majesty, 
against which we have frequently and grievously sinned. 
We acknowledge that if Thou shouldst enter into judgment 
with us, we would deserve nothing less than eternal death." 
So also would we divide the first sentence of the ·prayer 
found on p. 138, second prayer. It reads: "Eternal and 
merciful Father, the eternal salvation of the living and the 
eternal life of the dying, Thou alone hast life and death in 
thy hands; Thou dost continually care for us in such a 
way ... "We suggest: "Eternal and merciful God and 
Father, the eternal salvation of the living and the eternal 
life of the dying, Thou alone hast life and death in thy 
hands. Thou dost continually care for us in such a 
way ... " 

Adopted. 

We suggest a few slight changes in some of the sentences 
of the prayers. On p. 138, line 9 from bottom, we read: 
"Lighten our cross so that we may be able in our weakness 
to bear it." We recommend: "Lighten our cross so that 
we in our weakness may be able to bear it." On p. 139, 
line 9, we read: "This we pray only forlhe sake of Christ, 
who taught us to say:"\Ve suggest: "TI1is we ask only for 
the sake of Christ, who has taught us to pray:". 

Adopted. 

II. Next we take up the Form for the Baptism of .In
fants. Here we find a great improvement in the translation. 
'It is far more, correct than the one used at present and is 
written in simpler style. An improvement has also been 
made by changing the ending "dh" to "es" as in the word 
"witnesses," p. 142 ... "Holy, Baptism witnesses and 
seals," thus conforming to the present-day use of such 
words. 

As an illustration of a better rendering of the Dutch we 
point to the last sentence of part 2 of this Form, p. 142: 
where we read ... "presented without spot among the 
assembly of the elect in life eternal." There the words 
"without wrinkle" have been deleted since these are not 
found in the Dutch version. 
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Another proof is found on p. 143 where the word "<;om· 
plete" is given for the Dntch "volkomen" instead of the 
"perfect" of the present English translation. And as an· 
other illustration of simplification we ask you to compare 
the third question asked of parents presenting a child for 
baptism (p. 143). Another change to which we would call 
your atteution is found at the bottom of p. 142: "That we 
therefore may administer ... " There the active verb 
"may administer" is used instead of the passive "be admin
istered," again like tbe Dutch. These are but a few in
stances of many. In addition the sentences have been re' 
constructed in sucb a way that they are read more easily, 
without changing the sense. 

The Committee has taken the liberty to make a change 
in the Form for the Lord's Supper. It concludes the prayer 
with the Lord's Prayer and makes a wish of the part includ
ing the Apostle's Creed~ Your Committee finds that 

. change agreeable. The Committee has also added words. 
to be used at the breaking of bread! and the giving of wine, 
which are in the Dutch, but for some reason are not in the 
English version in our present Psalter. 

Adopted . 

. We would advise one slight change in the Form for the 
Lord's Supper: 

The Committee has only the word "bond," p.148, line 17, 
for the Dutch ~ "het handschrift onzer zonden." We be
lieve that if the words, "written in ordinances" (Col. 2:14 
R. V.) are added, the sense will be gasped! at once, while 
now some may wonder what is meant by "bond.". 

The other Forms have been improved, in the same way as 
the ones just mentioned. 

We find that the Committees mentioned above have done 
excellent work, and hence we advise that all these Forms, 
with the exception of those for th.e marriage service and· 
the ordination of elders and deacons (concerning which we 
shall report at a later session of Synod) be adopted, and 
that said Committees be thanked for their labors. 

Adopted. (Contipued in Art. 117.) 
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ARTICLE 100 
The mission delegates of four of our Classes lay the fol

lowing request before Synod: 
"The four Classes Orange City, Pella, Sioux Center, and 

Ostfriesland contemplate the stationing of a missionary 
within the territory of these Classes - to work in different· 
cities, e_ g., Des Moines, Minneapolis, and elsewhere, 

"But this comhined work cannot at present be carried 
out because of depleted classical funds. 

"Hence we as delegates herewith ask Synod to allow us 
ample support to place such a missionary, as soon as we 
are ready to execnte our plans." 

Referred to the Pre-advisory Committee on Mission". 
(Cf. Art. 165, XVII.) . 

ARTICLE 101 
The first part of the Report of the Pre-advisory Com-' 

mittee on Protests (Group I) is read hy the reporter, the 
Rev. R. J. Frens. 

At the request of the appellants in the Ensing case, 
Synod decides to give Mr. John Timmer the privileges of 
the floor during the consideration of this. case. 

The Report is as follows: 

I. THE ENSING CASE - Part I. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

1.' The following documents pertaining to this entirE 
case have been delivered to us, and are legally before this 
hody: 

A. An Appeal to Synod from the actions and decisions of 
Classis Holland and the consistory of Graafschap hy 
the sisters Mrs. R. Hoving, Mrs. H. Timmer, Mrs. J. 
Garvelink, and Mrs. H. Nyland, in their case against 
their brother Mr. Gerrit Ensing and his wife. 

B. An Appeal by nine confessing members of the Graaf
schap' church, likewise from the actions and decisions 
of Classis Holland and the consistory of Graafschap. 

C. The minutes of Graafschap's consistory bearIng on this 
matter . 

. D. Classis Holland's answer to the protest of Mrs. R. 
Hoving, e. a. (cf. A above). 
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E. Classis Holland's answer to the protest of Mr. E. 
Scholten e. a . .( cf. B above). 

F. Subsidiary documents: 
· 1. Report of Classis Holland's first Committee in the 

spring of the year 1932. 
2. Report of Classis Holland's second Committee in 

the fall of the year 1933. 
3. A large number of complaints, appeals, reqnests, 

etc., on the part of the protestants to consistory and 
Classis, and their respective answers. . 

Received as information. 

II. A Brief Survey of the Case. 
NOTE: This brief survey of the whole case, as dealt with, 

first, by the consistory of Graafschap, and second, by Classis 
Holland, is preserrved in the archives of Synod, together with 
all the other documents pertaining to the case. 

III. The Appeal with Our Recommendations. 
The Appeal is sevenfold. We shall state each separately 

and append our answer: 
A." ... we petition Synod to declare that the consis

tory of Graafschap erred in its persistent refusal to 
act on our original charges." 

We recommend that Synod do not accede to the request. 
Grounds: 

1. . The consistory did act on the Qriginal charges. 
2. Although the consistory did not act upon the specific 

· charge of their being excluded from the burial rites, 
· (which charge is by no means firmly established), 
since this was of a private nature and as such outside 
the responsibility of the consistory, yet it was included 
in the whole case with which the consistory did deal. 

3. When the consistory tllid refuse to deal with the mat
ter, they did so on th'l sufficient grounds that either 
the case had been previously settled or that. it was in 
the hands of Classis. 

4. The whole history of the case indicates that the cou
sis tory labored diligently to remove the trouble, 
though it leaned toward leniency and was forbearing 
to a fault. 

Adopted. 
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B." . we petition Synod to declare that the .First 
Committee of Cl. Holland erred.in its virtual substi
tution of the matter of mother Ensing's maintenance 
for our original charges, and for its charge against us 
of moral wrongdoing in the matter of that mainte
nance." 

We recommend that Synod do not accede to the request. 
Grounds: 

1. The Classis Committee acted properly and wisely in 
going to the root of the matter in seeking to eradi
cate it. 

2. The charge 'of moral wrongdoing on the part of the 
sisters in the maintenance of the mother is sufficiently 
substantiated in the history of the case, and more
over, they themselves have confessed it, albeit "reluc
tantly andi protestingly." 

Adopted. 
C. " ... we petition Synod to declare that the Second 

.Committee of Cl. Holland erred in not properly heed
ing our revocation and explanations against us in the 
First Committee's conclusions." 

We recommend that Synod do not accede to the request. 
Grounds: 

1. The confession was made. 
2. There was no duress of any kind, but the protesting 

parties were given a full. explanation of the implica
tions of the confession and also ample time was 
given for the consideration of same. 

3. Therefore, the Committee had the full right to deal 
with and treat the confession at its face value .. 

Adopted. 
D. " ... we petition Synod to declare that, throughout 

the entire history of the case, Mr. and Mrs. Ensing 
have given no indubitable evidence of their peaceable
ness and willingness to reconcile with us." 

We recommend that Synod declare in 'answer to this 
petition: 

1. Reasonable evidence of willingness to reconcile should 
be sufficient for parties in a dispute who are eager to 
reconcile. 

2. Such evidence the Ensings, we judge, have given. 
Adopted. 
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E. " we petition Synod to declare that the charge 
of irreconcilibability has not been established against 
the four appellants, and the consistory of Graafschap 
has erred in disciplining the two of them that are un
der their jurisdiction, to-wit, Mrs. H. Timmer and Mrs. 
J. Garvelink for irreconcilableness. 

We recommend that Synod declare it cannot grant the 
petition. Grounds: . 

1. They had failed to abide by the agreement to drop 
the case onOcl. 8, 1931. 

2. They had failed to abide by the reconciliation of 
April 4, 1932. 

3. At the time censure was imposed they were unwilling 
to accept reconciliation or put forth efforts to assure 
themselves of a reconciliation. 

Adopted. 

F. "We petition Synod to sustain us in this request for 
the retention of those words ('Belijdt gij') against Mr. and 
Mrs. Ensing, against the consistory of Graafschap, and 
against Classis Holland." 

. We recommend that Synod do not sustain them in this 
request. Grounds: 

1. Such an admission of guiit has essentially been made 
already. 

2. It was upon the basis of·such confession that,at the 
urgent request of the sisters, settlement had been 
made .. 

3. Hence, we can not demand that this confession be 
renewed now. 

Adopted. 

G. "May we ask Synod's kind aid toward the cessation of 
the exclusion of Mrs. H. Timmer and Mrs. J. Garve-
link from the Lord's Supper?" . 

We recommend that Synod answer this request by· 
referring to III, E, above, and the grounds there given. 

Adopted. 
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Your Committee now proceeds to deal with· the Appeal 
mentioned above, under I, B. 

THE ENSING CASE - Part II 
I. Supplementary History. 

NOTE: This 's'upplementary history, as prepared by the Com
mittee, together with other documents pertaining to the case, 
is preserved in the archives of Synod. 

II. The Method Followed in Dealing with tIli., Protest. 
Your Committee proposes, instead of following the thirty

five page protest in detail, to deal with the five questions 
which the appellants have formulated as found on page 2 
of this Appeal. Grounds upon which this method of treat
ment is justified: . 

A; It simplifies the task of Synod considerably and is 
helpful towards a more satisfactory treatment. 

B. The authors of the Appeal assure us that we have in 
these five points, form.ulated by themselves, the funda
mental issues of their case. "Therefore we prefix ... 
the following brief summary of what are, to our 
mind, the fundamental points at issue. between us 
and our consistory." (See Appeal, p. 2.) 

C. Your Committee also, after careful study of the whole 
document, is convinced that said five points inclnde 
the essential element& of the entire appeal. 

Your committee recommends that Synod approve of 
of this method of treating the protest. 

Adopted. 

III. The Appeal, and Answer Proposed. 
A. "Was it morally wrong for appellants, when they were 

included with their mothers in a pnblic insnlt given 
by their uncle at their grandmother's fnneral, to par
ticipate with their mothers in attempts to reach a re
conciliaHon, as .onr consistory judged on December 
1, 1932, and in snbseqnent dates?" (Appeal, p. 2.) 

We recommend that Synod reply, . 
1. In the abstract it is not wrong for children who are 

included with their mothers in a public insult to par
ticipate with their mothers in attempting to reacb a 
reconciliation. 



I 

I 

I 
I 
i 
I 
I 

f 

I , 

ACTS OF SYNOD, 1.934 91 

2. However, in the given case it was wrong for the fol
lowing reasons: 
a. The original issue was recognized and treated as 

being essentially between the mothers and their 
brother. 

b. This issue had Q,een settled, two reconcilia:tions 
having taken place. 

c. It was after this, that the nine children brought 
their protest to the consistory, in which was no 
new material. 

B. "Was it right for their consistory, on· Feb. 1, 1933, to 
censure appellants for refusing to cease !f'om such 
participation, without replying to the facts appellants 
had advanced under date of Jan. 7, 1933, in proof that 
they shared in the insulland without advancing facts 
in support of its convicti-tm that appellants had no di
rect concern in the case?" Appeal, p. 2.) 

We recommend that Synod declare that the implica
tion of this question is coutrary to fact in as much as the 
consistory under date of Jan. 24, 1933, did' answer appel
lants' communication of January 7, and in which the con
sistory did advance facts in support of its conviction that 
appellants had no direct concern in the case. 

Adopted. 

C. "When, later, in the Summer of 1933, without com
promising their right in the case, and in order to ac
commodate the consistory, appellants ceased from 
such participatiou, was it right for the consistory to 
continue the censure of appellants as imposed for per
sistent refusal to heed the consistory's admouition?" 
(Appeal, p. 2.) 

You~ Committee has failed to find any evidence among . 
all the documents we have that the appellants withdrew 
from participation in the case in the summer of 1933. It is 
self-evident that if there was no actual withdrawal, the con
sistory could not lift the censure upon he grounds of with· 
drawal. 

We recommend that Synod accept this for information. 
Adopted. 
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D. "Is it appellants' duty to comply, when the consis
tory rejects their voluntary promise to follow all ad
vice and admonition of the consistory as far as appel
lants' consciences and convictions will allow, and de
mand a pledge, from which this qualifying proviso 
has been eliminated, as the consistory, Sept.-Dec., 
1933?" (Appeal, p. 2.) 

We recommend that Synod reply to this by declaring: 
1. Every member is duty bound to submit unconditionc 

ally to the authority of the Church, it being, of course, 
nnderstood that snch anthority and the use thereof 
does not conflict with the Word of God. 

2. In case of abuse of snch authority, the way of appeal 
is open. 

3. A consistory has the right to reqnire. a pledge or 
promise before lifting censnre when, in the light of 
what has taken place in the past, it deems such nec-
essary. . 

Adopted. 

E., "May the consistory, in its defense before Classis, be 
allowed to drop as no' longer defensible, the consider
ation on which it originally had based its demand that 
appellants refrain from active participation in the 
case, and to substitute entirely different and conflict
ing considerations, equally at odds with the facts, as 
Cl. Holland allowed it to do on Jan. 18, 1934?" (Ap
peal, p. 2.) 

Your Committee wishes to report that it finds no support 
for this charge in the evidence of the case. 

We recommend that Synod accept this for information. 
Adopted. " 

F. To the above five points taken from page 2 of the Ap
peal, your Committee would add one item. In con
nection with the matter of discipline, which plays an 
important role throughout the Appeal, but which is 
only indirectly brolight up in the above five points, 
we recommend: 
1. That Synod take note of what the consistory did 

in this matter of discipline, and approve of the 
same. 
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Ground: Although it is to.be regretted that the 
consistory did not more definitely .and clearly desig
nate the ground of censure, yet, in the light of the 
history of the case, there can be no doubt but that 
the discipline and the reason for. discipline were 
clearly understood. 

Adopted. 

2. That Synod declare that the consistory had suffi
cient ground to continue the censure. 

Ground: The protestants failed to answer satis
factorily the questions which the consistory prop
erly asked of them. 

Adopted. 

CONCLUSION: We recommend that Synod declare 
that the above is an answer to the entire Appeal mentioned 
in Part I, under I, B. 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 109.) 

ARTICLE 1D2 
This session is closed with prayer. by Elder J. Monsma, 

Sr. 

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 22 
Thirteenth Session 

ARTICLE 103 
The devotional service is conducted by the Rev. H. J. 

De Vries, who leads in prayer, after Synod has sung 
Psalter No. 371. 

ARTICLE 104 
The Roll Call shows all members to be present, except 

a few repol'ters of Pre-advisory Committees, who are en
gaged in the preparation of their reports. 

ARTICLE 105 
Continuation of the Report of the Pre-advisory Commit

te~ on Calvin College and Seminary (cf. Art. 89): 
X. Overture of Second Church of Kalamazoo. 
Your Committee also received for its consideration an 
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overture of Second Kalamazoo touching the omission of 
Ads 15 :18 from Chapter I, Art. 6, of the Canons of Dordt, 
as suggested by tbe Committee for the publication of the 
Psalter Hymnal (see Agenda I, p. 131), and containing a 
complaint against the decision of the Synod of 1926 to 
recommend the use of the American Revised Version in 
our churches. This overture was. accompanied by the 
followi.ng note. of 'Classis Grand Rapids West. 

"Classis Grand Rapids West decides that it is incompe
tent to pass judgment on the points involved in the over
tnre from the Consistory of Second Kalamazoo, and there
fore refrains from making recommendations. Neverthe
less, it feels that the matters set forth in the overture are 
of sufficient importance to demand serious consideration 
and therefore begs Synod to give this matter close 
attention." . J 

(At this point your Committee will read the overture 
of Second Kalamazoo' and an accompanying note of the 
Rev. G. J. Haan, both in the Dutch language. These docu
ments are preserved in the archives of Synod. A synop
sis of the overture. is given in our Report below.) 

1. In regard to. point 1 of the overture of Second Kala
mazo.o your Cammittee informs Synod that nO recommen
dation or actian is necessary since the committee ad hoc 

.. has officially withdrawn the recommendation objected to. 
and informs Synod that its inclusion in the first part of 
the Agenda was a clerical error. Cf. the Supplementary 
Repart of the Cammittee for the Publication af the Psal
ter-Hymnal (Supplement X). 

Receiuedas information. 

II. In regard to the complaint of Second Kalamazoo 
against the decision of the Synod of 1926 to recommend 
to our churches the use af the American Standard Ver
sion af the Bible, yaur Cammittee submits the fallawing: 

The Cansistary requests Synad to annul the decision of 
the Synod of 1926 and to reverse it by prescribing the use 
of the Authorized Version to aur. c.hurches. Its main ob
jectian to. the American Revised Version is that it omits 

. certain passages which the Authorized Version retained 
in spite of the fact that their genuineness. was already 
contested in the 16th century. In its opinion these pas-
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sages are in perfect harmony with the analogy of the· 
Scriptnre, and have never been declared to be contrary 
to it by any Reformed scholar; their omission weakens 
the snpport of important truths and therefore really con
stitutes an attack on them; and the desire for changes 
which they manifest arose in a time when higher criti
cism was rampant, so that it is possible, if not probable, 
that this criticism influenced the translation; and the 
translators of the 16th century were more inspired and 
careful in their work, and were coutrolled in the per
formance of their task, .not by scientific. theories, but by 
the desire to render a faithful translation, 

It holds that the Synod of 1926 recommended the 
American Revised Version without giving solid and con
clusive proofs that the questionable passages should be 
omitted, fears that the recommendation of the Synod of 
1926 may finally lead to the general introduction of the 
American Revised Version, and avers that the whole mat
ter of choosing between the two Versions w,as not suffi
ciently considered by the churches in general. Moreover, 
it regards it dangerous to have two different Versions in 
use in the churches, and urges a reversion of the decision 
of 1926, because it is now still possible to make the change 
without causing a great deal of. friction, . 

In ,answer to this complaint of this Consistory your 
Committee ventures to say the following: 

1. It regrets the fact that the Consistory comes with its 
complaint at so late a date, There is really no excuse for 
this, since a lengthy report was prepared on the matter in 
question for the Synod of 1926 ,and was published suffi
ciently early to allow ample time for. discussion. It 
should have raised its objections at that time, especially 
in view of the fact that the committee then clearly stated 
the objections to which the Consistory now refers. 

2. It is in full agreement with the sentiment that it .is 
more desirable to use, but a single Version in the churches 
than to use two, which differ in some ·important respects. 
This was also in part the animus back of the recommen
dation of the Synod of 1926. It is undoubtedly of great 
importance that there be a uniform usage in that respect 
in our churches. 

3. It admits that the Synod of 1926 and its committee 
did not give solid and conclusive proofs that the disputed 
passages should be omitted from the Bible. But this 
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follows from the nature of the case, since the genuineness. 
of. these passages can only be determined by textual criti
cism, and a Synod can hardly be expected to pass on such 
matters. It will always have to depend on Christian 
scholarship in this respect. Moreover, it should be borne 
in mind that, if such proofs must be furnished, they 
should be furnished for the retention as well as for the 
omission of questionable passages, and the Consistory has 
not advanced a single Televant and conclusive proof that 
the passages in question should ~e retained .. It is un
doubtedly wrong to detract from Scripture, but it is just 
as reprehensible to add to it. The fact that the passages 
in question are. contained in the Authorized Version does 
not prove their genuineness. Neither is this established 
by the fact that the translators of the seventeenth century 
knew that several of the passages referred to were ques
tionable; nor by the added fact that these passages are in 
perfect harmony with the analogy of Scripture. While it 
is perfectly true that exegesis also has a right to be heard 
in all endeavors to establish the correct text, especially 
where the textual apparatus is deficient, it is primarily 
the task of textual criticism ,to establish the correct text. 
And Hone is not entirely ignorant of the labors of Bengel, 
Lachmann, Tregelles, Griesbach, Tischendorf, Westcott 
and Hort, and others, he would hardly dare to suggest 
that the science of textual criticism has not been invalu
able in the establishment of the correct text and undoubt
edly brought us closer to the originaL The Revisers could 
and did profit by this materiaL 

4. It also regrets that the matter was not more thor
oughly discussed in 1926, but maintains that Synod and 
its committee can hardly be blamed for that. The report 
was published and sent to the consistories about six 
months before Synod convened, so that there was ample 
time for discussion. They who now complain have only 
themselves to blame for their neglect. Moreover, it is now 
eight years ago that Synod recommended the use of the 
American Revised Version, and in all that time, as far as 
we recall, only one person complained publicly, though 
not officially .about its use. 

5. It does not feel that the omissions from the Revised 
Version weaken and therefore really constitute an attack 
on some important Scriptural truths. The fact that the 
Revision was undertaken at a time when higher criticism 
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was rampant does not prove> that this affected the trans
lation adversely, and in some cases gave it ·an Arminian 
flavor. The Consistory snggests that this may have been 
the case, bnt gives no gronllds for its fear. It is worthy of 
note that, whileithe Revised Version has now been before 
the pnblic more than a quarter of a century, no outstand
ing theological objection has :been raised against it. In 
fact, when it appeared, it was criticized rather severely 

. by some for its conservatism. Permit us at this point to 
quote from the report of 1926. "By far the most impor
tant question respecting revision," says Principal Caven, 
"is that which relates to doctrinal results. The Scriptures 
principally teach what man is to. believe concerning God, 
and what duty Go.d reqnires of man. Men will eagerly 
inquire whether the application of the best scholarsbip to 
the more accurate rendering of the Word of God makes 
necessary any modification of the Church's creed. Some 
were in expectation that the dogmas which they disliked 
would be discredited or at least have their support weak
ened by revisiou, while others were in fear as to the issue 
of what seemed to them a hazardous touching of the Ark 
of the Lord. It is unnecessary to say that biblical scholars 
knew beforehand tbat the hopes of the one class and the 
fears of the other were alike unwarranted. The revision 
is now before the world, and it is apparent to aU that no 
reconstruction of theology becomes necessary, and that 
the moral characteristics of the Bible are precisely what 
they were. But while this is certainly true, it were not 
correct to say that the revision has .made no change in 
any passages of theological significance." Some doctrinal 
p.assages are affected, but the doctrines in question find 
abundaut support in other passages. It may be well to 
add to this a quotation from the Hermeneutiek of Dr. 
Grosheide, which bears on this matter. Says he on page 
153: "Enkele plaatsen zijn er, die groote moeilijkheid 
geveI1, dat zijn met name die, waar het van grootere ge
deeIten de vraag is, of ze al dan niet in den tckst hooren, 
omdat ze in gewichtige getuigen ontibreken. Wij noemen 
als voorl)eelden: Matt. 6 :13b; Markns. 16 :9-20; Lukas 
22:43,44, Johannes 5:4; 7:53-8:11; Hand. 8:37; I Johan
nes 5:7. Voegt men hier nu nog bij het tekstprobleem 
van Handelingen c'. q. ook van het evangelie van Lukas, 
dan hebben we de groote cruces van de tekstcritiek op
genoemd. En al zouden we weI gaarne met zekerheid 
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willen zien nitgemaakt, of de genoemde plaatsen al dan 
niet in den tekst hooren, de Nieuwtestamentische Gods
openbaring verandert niet van karakter, hoe de beslissing 
ook zou vallen, geen stuk der zaligheid wordt er onzeker 
door, Wanneer dit nu ten slotte de plaatsen zijn, waar
over de strijd in hoofdzaak loopt, dan valt het nog niet 
tegen. Wie op zuiver tekstcritische gronden meent, dat 
een of meer der genoemde gedeelten niet in den tekst· 
behoort, mag niet worden beschuldigd eenig stuk del" 
Schrift voor 'onecht' te verklaren. Immers,hij is dan tot 
zulle een resultaat gekomen na zorgvuldig toetsen der 
overlevering, die niet eensluidend is: Evenmiri mag ge
zegd, dat het toch veiliger is de stukken maar te laten 
staan. Want het is even erg iets Gods Woord te noemen, 
wat het niet ii;, dan een deel, dat het weI is, nlet als zoo
danig te erkennen." 

6. Finally, Ihe committee feels constrained to call 
attention to. the fact that the Consislory in its complaints 
does not advance by way of argument anything that was 
not known 10 the Synod of 1926. The committee which' 
reported on the matter at that time did not seek to blind
fold Synod in any way, but spoke plainly on the advan
tages and disadvantages of both the Authorized and the 
Revised Versions. In its enumeration of the advantages 
of the Authorized Version it said among other things: 
.. (3) It (the Authorized Version) has not eliminated im
portant passages, which are still contained in OUr Holland 
Bibles, .such as the . conclusion of the Lord's Prayer, the 
confessIOn of the eunuch (Acts 8:37), the proof for the 
deity of Christ in I Tim. 3 :16, and for the Trinity in 
I John 5 :7. Neither has it marked the lengthy sections in 
Mark 16:9-20, and John 7:53-8:11 .as dubious. The elimi
nation and bracketing of these passages may arouse sus
picion in the minds of our people, especially in a time in 
which critical assaults on the Bible are the order of the 
day. If these features of the American Revised Version 
should unsettle the minds of our people, it would be 
better to recommend the continued use of the Authorized 
Version." Agenda 1926, p. 24. 

The committee which reported to the Synod of 1926 
finally advised Synod to recommend the use of the Ameri
can Revised Version in view of the following considera
tions: 



I 

ACTS OF 'sYNOD, 1934 99 

1. The renderings of the American Revised Version 
are based on a better critical text. 'speaking of the New 
Testament Kenyon says: "The Version of 1881 (the Eng
lish Revised Version, which has this in common with the 
American Revised), on the other hand, was made from a 
Greek text based upon an exhaustive examination, ex
tending over some two centuries, of all the hest manu
scripts in existence. In Dr. Hart and Dr. ,Scrivener the 
New Testament Company possessed the two most learned 
textnal critics then alive; and when it is rememhered that 
no change was finally adopted unless it had the support 
of two-thirds of those present, it will he seen that the 
Greek text underlying the Revised Version has very 
strong claims on our acceptance." 

2. The one outstanding characteristic of the American 
Revised Version, as compared with the Authorized Ver
sion, is its greater faithfulness to the' originai. An at
tempt was made to preserve as much as possible even the 
order in which the words are found in the original. Morc" 
over, while the Revisers of 1611 varied the use of word_, 
if there was more than one word that approximated the 
meaning of the word in the original, the later Revisers 
consistently employed the word that came nearest to ex
pressing the original idea. While they insisted on using 
good English, the question of writing a heautiful literary 

. style was subordinate to the desire of being faithful to 
the original. 

3. This greater faithfulness to the original obviates," at 
least to a great extent, a difficulty that is now often felt by 
a faithful preacher, when he expounds the Word of God. 
His conscience frequently prompts him to correct a faulty 
rendering. At the same time he is conscious of the fact 
that, if he does this repeatedly, the people begin to que,;
tion, either the reliability of their Bihle, or the trustwor
thiness of ,the preacher. And while older ministers, who 
have gained the confidence of the Church, can suggest an 
occasional improved rendering with impnnity, younger 
men, who do not command the same respect, are always 
in danger' of stirring up a hornet's nest. 

4. The American Revised Version is not at all a mod
ernized Bible. It has retained, as much as possible, the 
flavor of the original, and to a very great extent the very 
language of the Authorized Version. The conservative 
character of the worle. of the Revisers is genel'ally recog-
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nized. In fact it' has been criticized severely on that 
score. Many of the Revisers themselves would have pre
ferred greater freedom in making cbanges, but no change 
was permitted that did not meet with the approval of 
two-thirds of the members present. . ' 

5.' This Version is undoubtedly gaining in popularity. 
Says Ira M. Price: "This American Revised Version has 
achieved an ever-increasing popularity since its appear
ance five years ago. The fact that it has been endorsecl 
almost universally by religious teachers and leaders of 
all shades of belief, has given it a secure foothold. Its 
value is now Ibeing recognized by everyone who has taken 
the trouble to compare its readings with those of, the 
Authorized Version. Its adoption, too, by the American 
Bible Society has given its translation a new value among 
Bible students in general, and promises for it general ac
ceptance among the American Bible reading public in far 
less years than the most sanguine had dared to hope. So 
constant has been the demand for this unrivaled Bible 
that the enterprising publishers, who own the copyright, 
have issued it in more than a hundred different styles. 
The American public is quick to appreciate its real worth, 
and within a few short years will surely see its general 
adoption in every line of biblical religious service." The 
Ancestry of our English Bible, p. 305. ' 

Advice: 
While the committee is deeply conscious of the serious

ness of some of the textual problems to which the Cone 
. sistory· of Second Kalamazoo refers in its complaint, it 
does not feel that Synod should annul or reverse the 
decision of the Synod of 1926. It rather advises Synod to 
abide by that decision on the following grounds: 

1. The Consistory has not really presented anything 
new in its complaint, that is, it has not presented anything 
that was not known to the Synod of 1926. It was pointed 
out'in detail at that time that the renderings of the Ameri
can Revised Version differed in many details from those 
of the Authorized Version. Attention was also called to 
the fact that important passages were omitted, passages 
which were long regarded as doubtful and are so marked 
even in many editions of the Authorized Version. 
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2. It has not advanced a single proal to the effect that 
. the American Revised Version is not true to the original 
according to the best critical text now in our possession; 
and this is exactly the point that should be proved. It 
merely argues that its renderings often differ from those 
of ·the Authorized Version, and that it alters or omits 
some important passages; bnt seems to forget that it is 
hardly proper to make the Authorized Version our stan
dard of judgment. It does hot bear in mind that the 
Greek text au which the latter is based was still very 
imperfect, t.hat this Version. contains a far greater Dum
ber of words that are not in the original at all than the 
American Revised Version, and that its Revisers already 
suggested some of the ·alternate renderings which. the 
later Version adopted. It should be borne in mind that 
no translation is perfect. 

3. While it intimates, it does not prove that the .4meri
can Revised Version is affected adversely by the doctrinal 
bias of the Revisers, and that it favors a more liberal ten
dency in theology and particularly Arminianism. Your 
committee is not aware of the fact that the American Re
vised Version has ever been accused of being a tendency 
Bible, and yet it has been before the puhlic for more than 
a quarter of a century. 

4. The Church ought not to change its position in this 
matler without very weig/lty reasons. It is possible, of 
course, to raise objections to the American Revised Ver
sion, but very serious (not to say, more serious) objections 
can also now be raised to the Authorized Version. There is 
great danger that the Bible might become a sort of play 
ball tossed to and fro between opposing factions. It 
should be borne in mind that many of our Bible teachers 
and ministers have long since learned to see and to appre
ciate by experience the superior value of this Revision 
and .are therefore rightly attached to it. Moreover, seve
ral of our churches have already introduced the use of 
this Bible by placing it on their pulpits, and in some cases 
even in their pews. 

5. There is no evidence of any wide-spread dissatis
faction with the Version recommended by the Synod of 



I 
I 
t 

I 

I 
I 

102 CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

1926. The complaint of the Consistory qf Second Kala
mazoo is the only official notice which the Church re-
ceived of such dissatisfaction. -

6. It is also fair ,fo bear in mind that in the case of 
important omissions the American Revised usually places 
the' omitted words in the margin. In many cases botb 
Versions indicate that the words are of doubtful genuine
ness. The difference between the two on these points is 
simply this. In the light of the knowledge which the re
visers of the earlier had, they retained the questionable 
passages in the text, but indicated their doubtful charac
ter by placing another reading in the margin, while the 
later revisers felt justified by the further light' shed on 
the original text since the seventeenth c<;ntury to omit the 
questionllble words or passages from the text, but iudi
cate that they find some support in the ancieut manu
scripts by pLacing them in the margin. _ 

7. Upon the position of the Consistory that a Church 
assembly which recommends a particular -Version of .the 
Bible must furnish incontestable proof that its renderings 
are correct and its omissions justified, Synod would not be 
able to recommend either one of the Versions. The same 
demand would hold in both cases. If Synod were to 
recommend the Authorized Version, it would have to ad
vance incontestable proof that its renderings are correct 
arid that it is perfectly justified in retaining the passages 
which are omitted in the American Revised_Version. In 
fact, the question may well be raised, whether a Synod 
would ever be able to pass an intelligent judgment on the 
merits or demerits of a Bible Version. It might, of course, 
appoint a committee of expert linguists and textual critics 
-if it could find such-request them to determine by in
dependent study which is the best Version of the original, 
to ascertain which English Version contains the most 
faithful rendering of the original, and to rcport at a later 
-much later-Synod. But even thcn the -Synod would 
simply have to accept their word for whatever Version 
they might recommend. It would not itself be able to 
pass an intelligent judgment on the matter. 

Adopted. 
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In connection with this decision, Synod reminds the 
churches of the fact that the Synod of 1926 explicitly de
clared that it refrained. from adopting either the Author
ized or the American Revised Version as the official Ver
sion of the Bible in our churches, but only recommended 
the use of the American Revised Version (Acts 1926, p. 
46). 

III. Your committee would also advise Synod that 
Prof. Berkhof be requested to present and elucidate the 
essence of this report in De Wachter and The Banner. 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 106 
This session is closed. Prof. H. Schultze offers prayer 

and thanksgiving. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 22 
Fourteenth Session 

ARTICLE 107 
The Rev. W. Rok opens this session with prayer, after 

. Synod has nnited in singing Psalter No. 304. 

ARTICLE 108 
Continuation of the Report of the Pre-advisory Com

mitteeonVarial1l1ld Publication Matters (cf. Art. 96): 

VIII. Overture of Classis Orange City in regard to 
Mutual Fire Insurance for our Churches. 

Your Committee first of all reminds Synod thatthis mat
ter has been discussed before by at least one of our Synods. 
On that of 1922 there was a report in regard to this matter' 
by a committee of brethren well-versed in the matter of 
insurance. They advised against the matter, and their ad
vice was made a decision of Synod. (Acts of 1922, p. 80.) 

In regard to this decision Classis Orange City now 
comes with the following overture~ 

That Synod reconsider its decision in regard to Mutual 
Church Insurance, and decided to have Mutnal Insurance 
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on church properties (churches, schools, and parsonages). 

Grounds: 
1. The objections, which were wentioned at the Synod 

of 1922, were of such a character that they lose their 
meaning by the proposed plan. 

2. Much money could be saved for the individual con· 
gregations by having such a Mutual Insurance .. 

3. The money which is now paid for insurance on church 
properties goes to the large companies of the world, 
whereas with a mutual insurance organization it 
would remain within the Church. 

4. It would be more in accordance with the teachings of 
Christ: "Bearye one another's burdens.'" 

We may add that Classis Orange City had a committee to 
advise it on this matter. That committee rendered a rather 
lengthy report, and the overture of the Classis is based on 
that report. This report is on the table of Syno<i, and was 
read and duly considered by your Committee. 

We also wish to state that the Rev. C. Groot, a delegate 
'of Classis Orange City, and a member of the committee 
that advised Classis in this matter, does not concur in the 
advice of your Committee, and with the knowledge of the 
Committee expects to present a minority report. 

Your Committee, having duly considered the matter, ad· 
vises Synod not to act according to the overture of, Classis 
Orange City. Ground: 

No conclusive evidence pas been given that the grounds 
given by the Synod of 1922 for not favoring such a mutual 
insur(lnce, do not hold today. 

At this point the Rev. C. Groot reads hIs minority report, 
a rather lengthy document, which is preserved in the ar
chives of Synod. 

Received as information. 

The advice of the Pre-advisory Committee not to act 
according to the overture of Classis Orange City is 
adopted. (Continued in Art. 141.) 
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ARTICLE 109 
Continnation of the Report of the Pre-advisory Com

mittee on Protests (Group I) : 

II. PROTEST VAN OYEN vs. CLASSIS ILLINOIS 
Mr. F. W. Van Oyen protests against the Consistory of the 

First South Holland Church and the Classis Illinois, con
cerning which protest your Committee advises Synod as' 
follo)"s: 

I. Besides the protest, there is the following subsidiary 
material: 

1. A copy of confession made by the brother who from 
1928 to 1933 was the pastor of the First South HoI
land church .. 

2. Copies of protests addressed by him to Classis Illinois. 
3. Copy of decisions of Classis Illinois· in answer to these 

protests. 
All this material is legally hefore Synod. 
Received as information. 

II. History of the, Case. 
NOTE: This history of the case, together with all the docu

ments pertaining' to it, is preserved in the archives of Synod. 

III. Content of the Protest. 
1. The protestant sets forth the case and maintains that 

on juridical, biblical, and statutory grounds the pas
tor committed an offense of snch a nature that he 
made himself worthy of deposition from office. 

2. According to his contention both the consistory of 
South Holland I and Classis Illinois have evaded their 
duty in failing to suspend him from office. 

IV. In disposing of this protest, yonr Committee advises 
Synod to declare that this protest of Mr. Fred W. Van Oyen 
be not sustained. Grounds: 

1. The pastor made confession of the offense. 
2. The consistory settled the whole matter· to their own 

satisfaction BEFORE the Classical Committee was 
called in. 
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3. It has not been proved that the consistory evaded its 
duty in this. matter. 

4. Classis Illinois was correct in maintaining that Mr. 
Van Oyen did not produce new evidence which war
ranted further action. 

Adopted. (Continued iu Art. 124.) 

ARTICLE 110 
The Report of the Obituary Committee is read 'by the 

Rev. J. C. Schaap: 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Since the previous Synod the Lord has taken away twelve 
ministers of the Gospel, all of whom have served the Church' 
for a length of time in the ministry of the Word and Sacra· 
ments. 

Besides the Rev. F. M. Ten Hoor, Professor Emeritus of 
Systematic Theology; the Rev. W. Heyns, Professor Emer
itus of Practical Theology; and the Rev. J. Vander Mey, 
Educational Secretary, for whom suitable resolutions have 
heen passed in connection with the report of the Board of 
Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary, we mourn the 
demise of the following brethren: 

The Rev. J. L. Heeres, born in Muskegon, MiCh., Sept. 1, 
1876, and died on his fifty-sixth birthday anniversary, in 
active service, as pastor of the Dennis Ave. Church, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 

The Rev. E. J. Tuuk, Pastor Emeritus, born in Muskegon, 
April 17, 1878, and' died June 2, 1933. 

The Rev. D. Weidenaar, Pastor Emeritus, born in the 
province of Friesland, the Netherlands, April 23, 1888, and 
died August 22, 1933. 

The Rev. A. W. Meyer, Pastor Emeritus, born in the his
toric Ulrum,province of'Groningen, the Netherlands, De
cember 8, 1852, and died September 7, 1933. 

The Rev. B. Zwaagman, Pastor Emeritus, born in Chi
cago, Ill., December 30, 1877, and died October 13, 1933. 

The Rev. H. J. Heynen, Pastor Emeritus, born in the prov
ince of Gelderland, the Netherlands, Febrnary 7, 1868, and 
died September 14, 1933. 

The. Rev. W. Kuipers, born in Leeuwarden, province of 
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Frieslimd, the Netherlands, December 2, 1884, and died'De
cember 15, 1933, in active service, as pastor of the Sum
mer St. Chnrch, Passaic, N. J. 

The Rev. H. M. Vander Ploeg, Pastor Emeritus, born ih 
the province of Groningen, the Netherlands, October 24, 
1868, and died March 2, 1934. 

The Rev. R. Vande Kieft, Pastor Emeritus, born in the 
province of Gelderland, the Netherlands, September 30, 
1861, and' died May 24, 1934. 

Your Committee advises Synod to adopt the following 
Resolutions: 

1. Synod humbly submits to the wise Providence of God, 
by which these brethren were permitted to work.in 
His Church, and by which their work and life in the 
Chnrch militant was terminated. 

2. Synod recognizes the faithful services of these breth
ren, is grateful to the sovereigu God for these serv
ices, and trusts that their labor was not in vain in 

°the Lord. . 

3. Synod expresses its sympathy to the bereaved rela
tives, and prays that they may experience God's 
gracious presence. 

4. Synod resolves to place these resolutions in the Acts 
of Synod, and to forward a copy to the bereaved 
relatives. 

These resolutions are adopted by a rising vote. 

ARTICLE 111 
A motion is introduced to appoint a Committee to pre

pare an alphabetical index of all imp~rtant decisions of the 
Synods of the past. 

Referred to the Committee on Varia and Publication 
Matters. (Cf.Art. 141, sub XII.) 

ARTICLE 112 
It is moved' and carried to take recess until Monday at 

1 :30 p. m. Elder C. Groenendyk closes this session with 
prayer and thanksgiving. . 
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MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 25 
Fifteenth Session 

ARTICLE 113 

Dr. Herman Kuiper conducts the opening devotionals. 
He offers prayer, after Synod has sung No. 148 of the 'New 
Christian Hymnal. 

ARTICLE 114 
The Roll' Call shows all memhers to he present, except 

the Rev. W. P.Van Wyk, President of Synod. The Vice
President, Dr. Herman Kuiper, 'presides during this after
noon's session. 

ARTICLE 115 

The Clerk reads the minntesof the thirteenth and the 
fourteenth sessions of Synod, which are approved hy Synod . 

ARTICLE 116 

The following letter is received (Art. 64, V):: 

The Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, 
Convened June, 1934, at Grand Rapids, Mich. 

"ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

• 

"Permit me to express my appreciation for the honor and 
confidence hestowed upon me hy your decision to tender 
me a re-appointment as·incumhent of the Chair of New 
Testament Exegesis and Literature. 

"While I am truly grateful for the synodical decision in 
this matter, I am nevertheless deeply conscious that the 
work thereby assigned unto me is arduous and the responsi-
bilities grave. . 

"1 'therefore can and do accept this appointment only in 
the confidence that I shall be sustained by the continued 
prayers and interests of our people and by the indispensable 
benediction of our God. 

"Yours. in His service, 
HENRY SCHULTZE." 

Received as information. 
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ARTICLE 117 
The Pre-advisory Committee on Liturgical Prayer" and 

Eorms at this time offers the second part of its Report 
(cf. Art. 99) : 

III. Form for the Solemnization of Marriage. 
Synod of 1930 instructed a Committee to revise the Mar

riage Form then used by our churches. Their revision was 
not accepted by Synod of 1932, but Synod referred this 
Form back to the Committee entrusted with the revision 
of our Liturgicai Forms, with the following instructions: 

a. To abbreviate the Form considerably; . 
b. To simplify the language; 
c. To retain the idea of obedience in the question to the 

bride; and that of love in the question to the bride
groom; 

d. To consider the suggestion of the Advisory Commit
tee (see bottom of p. 73). 

In connection with point b, the suggestiou is made that 
the Committee give particular attention to the MarrIage 
Forms of other Churches in our couutry. (Acts 1932, p. 74.) 

This Committee now offers its revision of this Form in 
the Agenda, ParO, pp. 166-168. 

Studying this Form in the light of the instructions given 
by the previous Synod, we have come to the conclusion that 
justice has heen done to the instructions a, c, and d. As to 
point b,concerning simplification of the language, the ef
forts were, in our opinion, not quite as successful. 

We have therefore, made several changes in the Ian· 
guage. This, however, without changing the thought ill a 
material way, and in consultation with the Committee ap
pointed by the previous Synod for this malter. 

We shall now read the Form, and ask Syrrod to take par
ticular note 6f the changes proposed by us. We advise its 
adoption. 

NOTE: This. Forrn1 as revised by the Committee and by a 
number of amendments made from the floor of Synod, duly 
moved and Garried, is finally adopted as its appears among the 
Supplements of these Acts of Synod. Cf. Supplement XV!.) 
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IV. Form for the Ordination of Elders and Deacons. 
The Committee for the Review of Liturgical Forms re

ceived its mandate from Synod of 1932 as recorded in the 
Acts. p. 72 ff. 

According to that mandate it prepared a revision of the 
Form for, the Ordination Of Elders and Deacons. 

This revision said Committee offers to Synod as recorded 
in the Agenda 1934, Part I, p. 158. 

Your Committee has studied this Form and was very fa
vorably impressed by it. 

It believed, bowever, that a few improvements could be 
made. These improvements have been brought about in 
consultation with the synodicai Committee on this material, 
and shall be pointed out by our reporter. 

We bereby submilto Synod the amended revision of the 
Form in question and advise that it be accepted. 

NOTE: This Form, as revised by the Committee arid by a 
few all1endments made from the floor of Synod, duly moved and 
carried, is finally adopted as' it appears among the Supplements 
of these Acts of -Synod. (Cf. Supplement XVI.) 

ARTICLE 118 
Conitinuation of the Report of the Pre-advisory Com

mittee on Mission Matters (cf. Art. 86)' (Cf. Art. 74.) 

VIII. Purchase of the Shiprock Properties. 
The Christian Reformed Board of Missions recommends 

to Synod the purchase of certain properties on the Navaho 
Mission field frJ2m the Presbyterian Church North. (Cf. 
Supplement V.) 

Your Committee, in consultation with the Budget Com
, mittee, advises Synod to authorize the Board to purchase 
these properties from the Presbyterian Board, provided 
suitable terms can be arranged. Reasons: 

a It will round out our Indian Mission territory. 
b) It will give us room for the placement of workers 

(lay-Indian) for a decade to come. 
c) It will decrease the danger of harmful rivalry which 

threatens if we do not secure these properties and 
stations. 
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d) It is a settled country. There is little danger of mi
gration from this territory. 

e) It is recommended unanimously by the workers on the 
field. 

After hearing a special report of the Budget Committee 
on this matter, Synod decides.toadopt the ahove advice 
to anthorize the Mission Board to purchase these properties 
on certain definite conditions, which are decided on in exec
utive session. 

ARTICLE 119 
The Pre-advisory Committee on Church Order and 

Emeriti Matters, at the request of the Rev. L. P. Brink, 
who is on the point of returning to the Indian Mission field, 
at this time.brings before Synod an overture of Classis Cali· 
fornia: 

VII. Request for a new Classis. 
Classis California transmits to Synod the request of the 

four churches of New Mexico to be organized into a Classis 
of New Mexico. 

For the grounds upon which this reqnest is based see the 
Agenda, Part II, pp. xiv-xv. 

Your .Committee recommends that Synod do not accede 
to the reqnest of the fonr chnrches of New Mexico 
Gronnds: 

1. There .are too small a nnmber of chnrches and fami
lies in New Mexico to form a separate Classis (134 
families). , 

2. It would establish a precedent for the formation of 
other Classes of similar size. . 

3. It wonld not be for the profit of tHese churches con
sisting mostly of new converts to be thus isolated. 

They wonld lose to ·their own detriment the whole
some contact with other churches. 

4. It would seein that the churches of Califonia are well 
able, after study, to nnderstand the problems of the' . 
Indian mission field. They have a beautifnl oppor
tunity to become better acqnainted with the mission 
work: 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 145.) 
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ARTICLE 120 

The time for recess having arrived, this· session is closed 
by Elder A. J. Wibalda, who offers ti).e closing prayer. 

TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 26 
Sixteenth Session 

ARTICLE 121 

Synod unites in singing No. 24 of the New Christian 
Hymnal and is led in prayer by the Rev. L. Veltkamp. 

ARTICLE 122 

The Roll Call shows that all members are present, except 
the Rev. H. Goodyk of Classis Muskegon, who is absent on 
account of a funeral in his congregation. 

Article 123 

Continuation· of the Report of the Budget Committee 
(cf. Art. 90) : 

VIII. A. Christian Reformed Board of Missions: 
Your· Committee scrutinized the financial statement both 

in regard to receipts and disbursements as well as to the 
standing of various funds, notes, and indebtedness as found 
in the Report of this Board, (Supplement V). 

Various items were discussed with Dr. H. Beets, the Mis
sion Director, and Rev. J. Dolfin, the Treasurer. 

We are happy ,to state that this Board.has not lost a dol
lar on account of the closing of banks. Although there was 
a considerable balance in the bank when it closed, it was 
offset by borrowings of equal amount. 

. We call the special attention. of the Synod to an item in 
this Budget, viz., Fire Insurance. Although $1,800.00 is 
appropriated in the annual Budget for fire insurance, there 
is at present no insurance on any Mission property, on ac
count of lack of sufficient funds. At the same time the 
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Board is in possession of some bonds which were bought 
some years ago and set aside for the purpose of building up 
our own insurance fund. These bonds have greatly de
preciated in value and may amount at present-day values 
to a few thousand dollars. (We could not learn the approxi. 
mate value.)' 

Your Committee advises: 
1. That the Board dispose of the aforementioned bonds 

at their present market value. ' , 

Adopted. 
2. That the Board continue its purchase of fire extin· 

guishers,etc., in order to obtain as Iowan insurance 
rate as possible and to use the proceeds of the bonds 
to place a fair amount of fire insurance on our mission 
property; , 

Adopted. 

B. Standing of varions Funds, see the Report of the 
Board, reqnires some elucidation to avoid misunder
standing. 

1. Varions funds beginning with "Training School" are 
mentioned here. They amount to a total of $24,014.17. 
These funds are supposed to be on hand in cash for the 
various purposes for which, the moneys were given, but 
'were used for general purposes. 

Among these funds are some like Rehoboth well, and 
possibly others which ought to be removed from the list of 
these funds because these moneys are no longer needed for 
the purposes for which they were given. 

Therefore, we advise Synod to reqnest the Board to re
move such items from their records for which moneys are 
no longer needed. 

Adopted. 

2. Pertaining to indebtedness on buildings, due to Mis
sion Funds, commencing with "San Antone": The debts 
mentioned here do in reality not exist, because moneys to 
finish these buildings have been paid long ago from the 
general fund. ' 

Therefore your Committee advises Synod to request the 
Board to remove these items from their records. 

Adopted. 
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C. Your Committee advises Synod to approve the Bud· 
gets for the Indian Mission field and the China Mission.field, 
as follows: 

INDIAN MISSION BUDGET FOR 1935: 
Rehoboth .Mission' ___ : __ .... ___ ..... _________ ... ________________ . ________ $14,0"0-0'.0'0' 
Rehoboth Hospital .................................................... 4,000.00 
Zuni Mission : ... __ .... ____ .. _____ .. __ . ___ ..... __ .......... ___ ....... ______ 3,000.00 
Two Wells Mission. _________ ....... _._ .... ______ .. ____________________ 150.00 
Gallup - Mission .. __ ....... _____ .... ____ .. __ .... __ ...... _______ ....... 70'0.0'0' 

. Tohatchi ----:: Mission .. __ .. ___ . ____ .... __ ....... _____ ... _____ . ______ ... 525.0'0' 
Nahaschitty - Mission ___ . ____ .............. __ ............ __ .... 125.0'0' 
T-oadlena - Mission ... ___ ...... ______ . ___ ...... ____ .......... _....... 382.00 
Toadlena - Special Roadway Allowance............ 250.00 
Farmington - Missioll............................................ 250.00 
Crown Point - Mis,sion ...................................... __ .... 150.00 
San Antone '- Mission ......................... __ ...... _._._...... 37'0.00 

Salaries ...................................................................... $21,169.00 
Auto' Allowances _ Maximum_ .......... ___ ..... _._ .... _ .. _ 6,480.0'0 
Educational Allowances ........................................ 1,000.00 
Board, and Committee Meetings ................... _.......... 380.00 
Literature .......................................... _ ......... _ ............. ' 237.'0'0 
Secretarial and Office Expenses ...... _ ........... _'......... 137.'00 
Treasurer's Supplies, and Expenses...................... 3'0.'00 
Traveling and Moving Expenses of New Mis-

sionaries . __ ..... __ ... : .... _ .......... _._ ..... _ ........ _ ...... _ ....... . 
Rome Missions Council Appropriation ............... . 
Interest on Notes .................. _ .. _ ........... _ ............. ' ...... . 
Mission Insurance ...................... _ ......... ~ .................. . 
Emergency Items .. _ ..... _ .... _ .. __ ............. _ .......... _ ....... :. 

TOTAL ........................................ .. 

CHINA BUDGET 1935-'36 

1,000.00 
50.00 

500.00 
1,800;00 
1,000.00 

Dr. Huizenga's Budget, MedicaL ........ :.: ... Mex. $ 5,000.00 
Rev. H. A. Dykstra, Evangelis.tic ... __ ..... ~ ... _.Mex. 4,0'0'0.'00 
Mis'S W. Kalsbeek, Evangelistic .................... Mex. 2,0'00.'0'0 
Rev. S. A. Dykstra, Evangelistic_ ......... _ .. _ .... Mex. 4,00'0.00 
Rev. A. H. Smit, Evangelistic .. _ ... _ .... __ .... _ ...... Mex. 4,0'0'0.'00 
Rev. A. H. Selles, Evangelistic ........ _ ............. Mex. 4,'0'0'0.'0'0' 
*Miss L. Bode, Evangelistic ............................ Mex. 1,5'00.'00 
*Rev. J. C. De Korne, Evangelistic_ ........ _ .... Mex. 4,'0'00.0'0 

$23,902.00 

$33,784.00 . 

$57,686.00 

House Upkeep, U. S. gold, $600.00 
Total Medical and Evangelistic Budgets.... Mex. $28,5'0'0.0'0 

At p'resent, rate of exchange, 3-1, this would 
be about U. S. gold, $10,100.00. 

* These budgets spent under supervision of, those filling the place 
of these workers. ' 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 165.) 
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ARTICLE 124 
Continuation of the Report of the Pre-advisory Com

miltee on Protests (Group I) : 

III. PROTEST BROEKHUIZEN vs. CLASSIS HUDSON 
I. Your Committee finds that this protest is legally be· 

fore Synod. . 
Received as information. 

II. History of the Case. 
NOTE: This history of the case, together with the other 

documents pertaining t.o it, is preserved in the archives of 
Synod. 

III. The request 'Of Mr. Broekhuizen and the recommen
dations of your Committee. 

Summing up the material in hand we find that Mr. Broek
huizen requests an answer to two questions: 

A. Has the Eastern Home Mission Board faithfully exe
cuted the decision of Synod of 1932? (Cf. Acta, 
pp. 98 and 99.) 

Your Committee recommends that Synod, declare that 
the BDard has faithfully executed said decisions. Grounds: 

1. It was the intention of SynDd of 1932 to eliminate the 
function of Supt., and not the person. This. the Board 
carried out. . 

2. SynDd decided tD combine the work of the Colporteur 
and the work 'Of the Supt. This the Board also did. 

3. The Board used its own judgment in appointing the 
worker to perform this task, (cf. 2 above) as SynDd 
intended. 

4. In' executing the decisions of SynDd the Board natu
rally did not seek the approval of Classis. 

Adopted. 

A. Has the Eastern Home Mission Board dealt fairly with 
Mr. Broekhuizen in discontinuing his services? 

Your Committee recommends that Synod declare: 
1. That we regret that the necessary curtailment of the 

work at the Seamen's Home resulted in involving Mr. 
Broekhuizen in difficult circumstan~es. 
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2. That Mr. Broekhuizen was shown reasonable consid
eration in the matter of his dismissal, 
a. In that the Board gave him three months notifi

cation before his dismissal; 
b. In that the Classis allowed him financial snpport 

after his' dismissal. 
3. That the Board was jnstified in appointing Mr. Apol 

for the work at the Seamen's Home npon the gronnds 
of efficiency and willingness to co-operate. ' . 

Adopted. 

'Conclusion: In view of the above your Committee 
recommends that Synod declare that Mr. M J. Broek· 
huizen be not sustained in his protest. 

Adopted. 

The Rev. E. Kooistra gives notice that he desires his nega
tive vote be recorded in the Acts. 

Received as information. (Continued in Art. 162.) 

ARTICLE 125, 
It is moved and carried to send a Committee to the Rev. 

E. Van Korlaar to express Synod's sympathy with him in 
his protracted illness. 

Committee: 'the Revs. J. Mulder and H. Baker. (cf 
Art. 172.) 

ARTICLE 126 
Continuation of the Report of the Pre-advisory Com

mittee on Protests (Group II) : 

II. PROTEST DE BOER vs. CLASSIS ILLINOIS 
A. The following documents were placed into the hands 

of your Committee and are legally before Synod: 
1. "A Message from The President" 

This is a message from the. President of the "League 
of Reformed Young Men's Societies of Chicago and 
Vicinity," Mr. John J. De.Boer, to the League. This 
message was published October, 1933. ' 

2. Resolutions of Classis Illinois, January, 1934. 
This is a copy of Article 20 of the minutes of this ses
sion of the. Classis. 
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3. Various protests against the resolutions of Classis 
Illinois mentioned above. 
a. A protest by Mr. John J. De Boer against the action 

of Classis Illinois, section one and three of Art. 20. 
b. A protest by the Consistory of the Fourth Christian 

Reformed Church of Chicago. 
Note: Rev. James Putt and Mr. W. Brouwer ob
ject to this protest. 

c. A protest by the Consistory of the Second Chr. Ref. 
Church of Englewood. 
Note: The elders John Afman and Otto Schmidt 
requested the recording of their negative vote in 
minutes of the Consistory, and also that this infor
mation be passed on tv Synod. 

d. A protest by Mr. Raymond Weidenaar. 
e. A protest by the League of Reformed Youug Men's 

Societies. 

4. Resolutions of Classis Illinois in respvnse to these pro
tests drawn up during its May session, 1934. 

Received as information. 

5. In connection with these documents your Committee 
informs Synod that it is not in possessiou of the offi- . 
cial copy of the resolutions of Classis either of the ses
sion of January, 1934, or that of May, 1934. 

However, since the delegates of Illinois assured the 
Committee that the copies of these resolutions in the 
booklet: "Documents in the case of Classis Illinois vs. 
the League of Reformed Young'Men's Societies of Chi
cago and Vicinity," are correct, your Committee ad
vises Synod to declare that the documents mentioned 

. above under 1-4 are legally before it. 
Adopted. 

6. "Communication of the League of Reformed Young 
Men's Societies of Chicago and Vicinity to the Synod." 

This document has not been presented to Classis 
Illinois; but since the delegates of Illinois have waived 
this point, your Committee advises Synod to accept 
this document also. 

Adopted. 
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B. History of the Case. 
NOTE: This lengthy history of, the case, together with all 

other documents pertaining to it, is preserved in the archives 
of Synod. 

C. The Appraisal and the Advice of the Committee. 
From the foregong it is evident that Synod is asked to 

answer first of all the question: 
Is Classis Illinois justified in being concerned with respect 

to the type of leadership which is being exercised among 
the young men of our Christian Reformed Churches in 
Chicago and vicinity? 

In answer to this question your Committee presents to 
Synod: 

1. An analysis of "A Message from the President." 
2. An evaluation of this message. 
3. Evidence that the message tends to stir up dissatis

faction with the spiritual guides of our youth, and 
does call our young men to revolt against ecclesias-
tical authority. . 

1.. An analysis of "A Message from the President." 
a. The opening sentence characterizes our age as one of 

cynicism and disillusionment. Moreover, . there is a 
sense of futility and despair. The universal note is: 
"There is nothing that can be done about it." 

b. The second paragraph states that, "much of the in
spiration that came from religion in other times of 
stress is lacking to-day." This is due to the fact that 
"Arid disputations reminiscent of decadent periods of. 
the Church have occupied the masters of priestcraft. 
The voice of the Nazarene is lost in a welter of meta
physics and forensic exhihitionism." 

c. The third paragraph states that this condition comes 
with the challenge to Reformed young men "to don 
the fighting vestments of faith." They must have 
done with mediocrity and inaction. They must give 
hattie under the banner of the victorious Lord and 
thus learn how loving and mighty a companion Jesns 
is in the stress of battle. . 



ACTS OF SYNOD, 1934 119 

d. The fourth paragraph tells these young men that this 
activity will require courage. This activity demands 
that they "fly in the face of a withered 'orthodoxy' and 
the co.uncils of modern Sanhedrim," for to give baUle 
under the hanner of the victorious Lord will mean: 
"to oppose mass murder in war when it would be 
more popular to chant the gospel of hate with the ma
jority, 'to care more ahout ministering to the sick and 
the naked and the iufirm and the underprivileged 
than about repeating a ritual." However, they shall 
~ave the encouragement of the approval of Jesus. 

e. We quote the last paragraph: "By its numerous 
activities the League is trying to give leadership to 
the young men in the arena of Christian service. Its 
business is not to duplicate the catechism classes or 
the Sunday School. But itneeds the active assistance 
of every memberin carrying out its program." 

Received as information. 

2. An Evaluation of "A Message from the President." 
a. There is no occasion to call particular'attention to the 

first paragraph of the message. It correctly presents 
some of the traits of our age, although the picture 
might be completed by some recognition at least of 
the large governmental undertakings of reform and 
amelioration, and of the remarkahle quietude and pa
tience thus far manifested by the nation in awaiting 
results. . 

b. We heartily agree with the message when it rebukes 
the tendency to give up the fight against the evils of 
the day as futile. We are in harmony with the mes-

o sage when it points to the Christ as the source of 
the Christian's optimism in the face of discourage
ments. However, in the practical application of this 
truth to the League, the message errs very seriously: 
1) It conveys the suggestion of a very radical altera

tion of the character of our Young Men's Societies 
with respect to their aim and their sphere of activ
ities. Its conception of what these ought to be, is 
plainly reflected in the following utterances of 
the message: 
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a) "Christian yonng men whose evidence of sal
vation is not talk but action will find t1le fields 
ready for'the harvest - in mankind physically 
and spiritually prostrate." 

b) ."We shall oppose mass murder in war." 
c) "We shall care more about ministering to the 

sick and the naked and tbe infirm and the un
derprivileged . . . " 

d) "By its numerous activities the League is try
ing to give leadership to the young men in 
the arena of Christian service." 

The proper activity of a Reformed Young Men's 
Society is commonly understood among us to be 
further voluntary study of the Word of God; and' 
its proper aim, the better equipment of the indi
vidual members for the task that awaits them in 
the arena of Christian service. But when the mes
sage declares the League's business to be not to du
plicate the catechism classes or the Sunday School, 
when it sees the Christian young man's badge of 
salvation not in talle but in action, and when it 
emphasizes ministry to the distressed, and when it 
offers to give leadership in the arena of Christian 
service it clearly removes the emphasis from study 
and discussion and places it on action in service. 

2) The message speaks of an impending conflict. If 
the membership of the League obey the challenge 
voiced by the message, it predicts a conflict be
tween the League's membership and their proper 
ecclesiastical authorities. And offers encourage
ment in that conflict. 

No other intelligent interpretation is possible of 
the opening sentence of the fourth paragraph: "It 
will take courage to fly in the face of a withered 

"orthodoxy' and the councils of modern San
hedrim." 

The names given the powers in whose face it 
will be necessary to fly are so strongly ecclesias
tical, that no doubt as to their reference can exist. 
Nor can there be any call for the exercise of cour
age, unless they are ecclesiastical powers with 
which our Reformed young men have to deal, the 
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men and bodies who have spiritual authority over 
them. It is but natural to understand these same 
authorities also as included in the criticisms voiced 
in the second paragraph: 

'''Arid disputations reminiscent of decadent per
iods of the Church have in large measure occupied 
the masters of priestcraft. The voice of the Naza
rene, who mounted the trystingplace of God and 
man in an agony of victory at Calvary, is lost in a 
welter of metaphysics and forensic exhibitionism." 

The impression, that 'our ecclesiastical authori
ties are included in this criticism, is strengthened 
by the fact that the disputations censured as remi
niscent of decadent periods of the Church and the 
welter of metaphysics are precisely not character
istic of the varied departures from orthodoxy 
which are commonly designated as Liberalism or 
Mod'ernism. 

3) The surface tendency of the message, if left un
challenged, would undouhtedly have had the ef
fect of facilitating the success of any attack from 
the modernistic side to capture our youth. Not 
that the Message contains any clear evidence of 
such a departure from the Reformed faith on the 
part of its author. But the discrediting of our own 
ecclesiastical leaders, the shift of emphasis in a di
rection away from doctrine and toward the social 
gospel so-called, coupled with the foreign termin
ology introduced in such phrases as "masters of 
priestcraft," "voice of the Nazarene," "trysting
place of God and man," "agony of victory," "lov
ing and mighty companion" as a designatio!) of 
Jesus, combine to weaken the resistance of our 
young men to the appeal of the modern defection 
from the old Gospel. 

Received as information. 

At this point the Committee reminds Synod of the fact 
that the author of the Message has given his explanation of 
this document, of what he intended to say, to the Classis of 
Illinois at its May session. He has repeated that explanation 
to your Committee. These explanations have explained 
away a number of suspicions raised by phenomena in the 
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Message, and have gone far toward clearing its au thor of 
the suspicion 'Of evil intent. But even those explanations 
have not sufficed to show unequivocally, that the evalnation 
given above does not properly interpret the Message as it 
stands. They have failed to disprove the interpretation 
given by Classis Illinois to the Message on the·basis'of its 
own wording. 
, ,With all dne allowance for the explanations given,by its 
au thor, and giving fnll credence to his protestations of good 
intent and his declarations as to what he meant to convey 
in the Message, the apprehension still remains, that a sue· 
cession of such messages, phrased in such ambiguous and 
suggestive language, would not fail to penetrate the armor 
of ecclesiastical loyalty of our yaung men and sow the 
seeds of disregard for their own spiritual counselors and of 
revolt against their own ecclesiastical anthorities. 

Mr. John J. De Boer has requested permission to repeat 
his explanation of the Message on the floor of Synod. Your 
Committee advises Synod t'O grant this request at this time. 
Adopt~d. 

Mr. J'Ohn J. De Boer now addresses Synod for about 
half ,an hour, interpreting the different sections of his 
"Message," to which objections have been raised. 

(Continued in Art. 130.) 

ARTICLE 127 
Th~s session of Synod is closed with prayer Iby Prof. 

D. H. Kromminga. 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 26 
Seventeenth Session 

ARTICLE 128 
After singing PsaJter No. 87, Synod is led in prayer by 

the Rev. J. Mulder. 

ARTICLE 129 
The·Rev. L. Van Laar, alternate delegate of Classi. 

Holland, takes the place of the Rev. L. Veltkamp, and 
expresses his agreement with our Forms of Unity. 
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ARTICLE 130 
Synod now continues the discussion of the Protest 

De Boer DS, Classis Illinois (cL Art. 126) : 
The Rev. G. Hoeksema, delegate of Classis Illinois, 

. explains at some length the position taken by the Classis 
in this matter, when it issued a warning against the lead
ership of the Chicago League of Reformed Young Men's 
Societies. 

The discussion of the protest is extended throughou: 
the ,afternoon. 

Some of the appellants in this case, Elder A. Hoekstra 
of the Fourth Chicago Church, Mr. Henry. Wierenga of 
the Chicago League of Reformed Young Men's Societies, 
and the Rev: E. J. Tanis of the Second Englewood Church, 
receive permissicin to address Synod. 

(Continued in Art. 135.) 

ARTICLE 131 
The Revs. H. Bakel' and J. Mulder ,are appointed .. 

Committee, together with the Synodical Treasurer, Mr. 
Tony Noordewier, and the Ass't Treasurer of Calvin Col
lege and Seminary, Mr. Henry Voss, to check up on, and 
approve the statements of expenses hauded in by the 
synodical delegafes. (CL Art. 140 below.) 

ARTICLE 132 
It is decided to hold an evening session from 8 :00 to 

10:00 o'clock. Elder G. Otten closes this session with 
prayer and thanksgiving. 

TUESDAY EVEN!lNG, JUNE 26 
Eighteenth Session 

ARTICLE 133 
No. 76 of the New Christian Hymnal is sung, and Elder 

M. Huizenga leads in prayer. 

ARTICLE 134 
The delegate of Classis Holland, the Rev. L. VeItkamp, 

who was absent during the afternoon, is now. present 
again. 
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ARTICLE 135 
Synod continues the discussion of the protest De Boer 

vs. Classis Illinois (cf. Art. 130) : 
The Pre-advisory Committee now offers its advice, 

which is discussed at great length, and amended as fol
lows: 

Synod expresses that Classis Illinois, having taken the 
''Message from the President" of the League at its face 
value, had reason to be concerned with respect to the 
le,adership being exercised among the young people of 
the Christian Reformed churches of Chicago and vicinity. 

Adopted. 

The remainder of the advice of the Committee concern
ing certain technicail objections raised by Mr. John J. 
De Boer in regard to the propriety of the procedure fol
lowed by Classis Illinois, after having been discussed for 
some time, is recommitted. (Cf. Art. 156.) 

ARTICLE 136 
This sessIon is closed, Elder H. Yonker offering prayer 

and thanksgiving. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 27 
Nineteenth Session 

ARTICLE 137 
. Synod, after having sung Psalter No. 403, is led in 

prayer by the Rev. J. C. Schaap. 

ARTICLE 138 
The R01l Call shows all members to be present. 

ARTICLE 139 
The minutes of the fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth, and 

eighteenth sessions are read and approved. 

ARTICLE 140 
The following resolution is introduced: 
Whereas there is not sufficient money on hand in' the 

Synodical Treasury to cover the expenses of travel of the. 
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delegates and other expenses of this synodical meeting. 
be it 

Resolved that the President or Vice-Presidpnt and tbc 
Secretary or the Assistant Secretary be and hereby are 
authorized ·to borrow from the Peoples National Bank of 
Grand Rapids an amount uot to exceed the sum of 
($2,500) Twenty Five Hundred Dollars up au such terms 
and conditions as may be agreed upon with said Bank,· 
and to execute to said Bank the required note therefor, 
this authorizatiou to extend to the execution of any and 
all renewals or part renewals thereof. 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 141 
Continuation of the Report of the Pre-advisory Com

mittee on Varia and Publication Matters (cf. Art. 108): 

IX. A Seminary Course for Evangelistic Work. 
The Synod of 1932, as part of its evangelistic program, 

gave to the faculty of Calvin Seminary the following 
mandate: "Synod instrncts the F.aculty of Calvin S.emi
nary to draw up, in consultation with erperienced evan
gelistic workers, a course of study with a view to special 
evangelistic work, and that, as soon as it has received the 
approval of Curatorium, this course h.e offered temporari_ 
ly by the present facility." (Acts, 1932, p. 20, B.) 

The Faculty, as is evident from a letter received from 
this body, saw difficulties in the way and felt that at the 
present time it conld not proceed to carry out the in
struction received from Synod. It also asks for further 
clarification by .synod of the mandate given to the Semi
nary Facility. 

Yonr Committee advises that a Committee beappoint,
ed, which, together with representatives of the Faculty, 
is to study the qnestion whether such a conrse is feasible, 
and to report to the next Synod. 

Adopted. eCL Art. 169.) 

X. Overture of Classis Grand Rapids East in re "Birth 
Control." 

Classis Grand Rapids East, in one of its, recent sessions 
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had on the tabJe an overture from one of its consistories, 
that came down to two questions, namely: whether it is 
biblical that men and women in general are taught how 
to pTe~ent conception; and whether it ~s biblical .that 
men and women seek such informatiou . 

. The Classis appointed a committee to advise in this 
. matter. This committee advised that the matter b" 
brought to' Synod. 

The committee did uot relish the prospect of a public 
discussion of this delicate issue. They also realized that 
it is not the duty of Synod to make deliverances ou all 
sorts of ethical questions. Nevertheless the committee 
was convinced that this was an issue that the Church 
could not continue to ignore, and that for two reasons, 
as given in that report: 

"First, it must be admitted that birth control is prace 
ticed today on a wide scale by men and women who can
not mention one good reason why they should refuse to 
make their contribution to the propagation of the human 
race and who evidently fail to ask in all seriousness what 
may .be the will of God in the matter. 

"Second, some of our people are perplexed in their 
consciences and feel keenJy the need of being enlightened 
on the principles and implications of the Word of God 
toucbing the matter. It happens not infrequently that 
the health of a wife, or perhaps a husband, is such that 
the physician counsels the use of methods of whose moral 
permissib>lity one or both parties are in doubt. Should 
not some instruction be given to such members?" 

For these reasons the committee advised the Classis to 
bring the matter before Synod, and the following overture 
was sent. 

"Classis overtures Synod to appoint a committee to 
study the question of birth control and prepare a testi
mony which may serve as a warning to those married 
people who may !be living in secret sin, ·and as a guide to 
others who are genuinely concerned to know the ·Lord', 
w111 in this matter but are groping for light. 

"Classis appends the suggestion to Synod that a few of 
our christian physicians be asked to serve on this com~ 
mittee; and that in seeking information on birth control 



ACTS OF SYNOD, 1934 127 

clinics, the committee should pay special atteution to the 
activities of those who serve as agents for city or county 
clinics among families dependent on community relief." 

We advise Synod to adopt the following: 
1. In view of the widespread practise in our day of 

birth controJ; and in view of the fact ·that this is 
undoubtedly practised more or less also in our cir
cles; and in view of the fact that some of our. mem
bersare perplexed and genuinely concerned to 
know the Lord's will in the matter, .Synod decide to 
appoint a committee to study this. matter. 

2. This Committee shall include a few of our christian 
physicians. 

3. The mandate 'Of this committee shall be: 
a. to make a thorough study of the physical and 

moral and social sides of this matter in the light 
'Of the "principles and implications of the Word 
of God touching this matter"; 

b. to report its findings on these points to the next 
Synod; 

c. to prepare a testimony for possible adoption by 
that Synod. 

Adopted. (Cf. Art. 169.) 

XI. Revision of the Rules and Regulations tor the 
Synodical Committee. 

1. In the report 'Of the Synodical Committee we read: 
"We take the Uberty of stating that we consider the 

existing Rules .and Regulations governing our Committee 
to be rather inadequ'lte, and suggest to your honorable 
body that a committee be appointed to revise them, such 
a committee to report to the next Synod, because we 
realize it would not be very wise to settle this matter off-
hand Dr after only brief deliberation." . . 

The sentiment expressed on the floor of Synod was that 
Synod should try at this meeting to make this revision. 
Hence we tried tD prepare something to present to your 
bDdy. But we found that it was impossible to do so, be
cause we had not the time to gather the necessary data. 
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Hence we advise that a committee be appointed to pre
pare sucb a revision and to submit it to the next Synod 
for approval. 

2. "Classis GJland Rapids West overtures Synod, since 
provision has been made in Acts 1922, Art. 37, XI, for 
early or advanced meetings of ,Synod, tliat Synod decide 
that in time of emergency the right be given to the Synod
ical Committee in consultation with the varions Classes to 
make imperatively necessary deviations from established 
rules, providing at least Dne half of the ,number of Classes 
concur." . 

We advise that this be given into the hands of the com
mittee that is to prepare a revision of the Regulations for 
the Synodical Committee, to incorporate this or not, as 
they shall deem to be for the best interest of the Church. 

Adopted. (Cf. Art. 169.) 

XII. Index of Synodical Decisions. 

To your Committee was referred the matter of the 
preparation of an alphabetical index of all important 
decisions of past Synods (cf. AD!. 111). 

Your Committee observes that this would naturally be a 
big undertaking, and, if done by an individual or com
mittee, might cost a considerable sum of money. 

We advise, therefore, that this matter, be referred to 
the Faculty of Calvin Seminary, to see whether this can

, not be done by the students under the supervision of the 
Faculty, as part of the work in Church History and 
Church Polity. 

, Reasons: 

1. This would be a very good practice for the students, 
since it would acquaint them with synodical decis
ions of the past and with synodical procedure. 

2. In this way very Ettle expense would be incurred. 
3. The, Calvin library would give ready access to the 

Acts of Synod which are needed for this work. 
Adopted. 
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XIII. Sunday School Lessons of our own .. 
This is by no means a new matter to our Synods. Your 

Committee .has carefnlly studied its history, from the 
Synod of 1922 to that of 193'2. 

N ow comes ihefore us the following overture of Classis 
Holland: 

"Classis Holland urges .synod to provide our churches 
with our own Sunday School lessons, which shall take up 
Sacred History in a chronological order and cover the 
entire field. Grounds: 

1. The International Sunday School lessons now generc 
,ally used often give evidence of a religious bias 
which is by no means'Reformed. 

2. These International lessons do not cover the entire 
field of Sacred History." 

This instruction ~mphasizes a new idea, namelv that 
these Jessons "shall take up Sacred History in a chrono
logical order and cover the entire field." This again 
would he different from the outline mentioned above, 
which alternates, from quarter to .quarter, between the 
O. T. and the N. T. And that alternation was approved hy 
the Synod of 1932 (Acts 1932, p. 46, 5). Hence to follow 

. the idea of CI. Holland would go against the decision of 
the Synod of 1932. Besides, it would increase 'the diffi

·culty of having the S. S. duplicate the work done at pres
ent in our Catechism· classes and Christian schools. which 
generally follow the chronological order. 

In conclusion: Your committee feels that many argu
ments can he advanced for retaining the Internation.al 
Sunday School lessons. On the other hand much can he 
said for having lessons of our own. But we believe that 
this is not the time to settle that question. We have he
fore us the proposed Unified Church School system. The 
implications of that system are not fully understood and 
are to he set forth, so that the next Synod may perhaps be 
able to pass on it intelligently. To what extent that sys
tem, if adopted, wouJd still leave open the demand for 
S. S.lessons distinct from the lessons used in the Church 
School, we are not at present able to say. Until that is 
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clear, it seems useless to do anything toward procuring 
lessons of our own. 

At the same time it may be well, in order to overcome 
somewhat the weaknesses @f the InternationaJ Lessons 
System, to re-appoint the Committee appointed in 1932 to 
change the topics and lesson materials according to their 
discretion. 

Hence we advise Syno,d to decide the following: 
1. Synod defer decision on ,So S. lessons of our own, 

until the Unified Church School has been passed 
upon, and its implications are clearly understood. 

Adopted. 

2. Synod again "as a temporary arrangement for the 
next two years authorize the writers of the Sunday 
SchooJ lessons in the church papers, the editor of 
The Instructor, and the Rev. W. P. V,an Wyk, to 
serve as a Committee of Synod, with power to 
change topics and lesson materials in the Inter-. 
na tional Lessons System, according to its dis-
cretian." 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 142 
This session is closed with thanksgiving and prayer by 

Elder J. B. Hulst. -

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 27 
Twentieth Session 

ARTICLE 143 
The Rev. C. Groot leads in prayer, after Synod has sung 

No. 207 -of the New Christian Hymnal. 

ARTICLE 144 
Continuation of the Report of the Pre-advisory Com

mittee on Protests (Group II) : 

I1L- PROTEST D. KRAMER, SR. 
Dit is eenprotest tegen "he,! invoeren' der afzonderlijke 

bekertjes" (individnal communion cnps). 
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De broeder protesteert tegen het besluit der Synode van 
1918 en dat van de Synode van 1920 aangaande deze zaak 
(cf, Acta 1918, p, 44; Acta 1920, p. 129). 

Uwe Commissie adviseert de Synode den protestant te 
antwoorden: 

a. Dat de Synode der Chr. Geref. Kerk zich opzettelijk 
heef! onthouden van het geven van uitspraken of het 
maken van hepalingen in zake het invoeren der afzon
derlijke hekertjes, of schoon zij daartoe meermalen 
werd verzochl'. Zij handhaafde steeds haar ingeno
men standpunt, dat deze zaak behoort tot de middel
matige dingen, waarover e1ke kerkeraad afzonderlijk 
heef! te beslissen. 

b. Hieruit voigt, dat de protestant met deze zaak zich bij 
zijn kerkeraad moet vervo.egen, indien hij bezwaard 
is over de wijze van avondmaalviering in eigen ge-
meente; . 

c. Het verzoek van den ·protestant, dat "de Synode zich 
stipt zal houden aan.het eerstgenoemde in het hesluit, 
am ergeen bepaling van temaken," berust op mis
verstand. De Synode heef! zich juist stipt gehouden 
aan haar besluit, om; geene bepaling te maken, en het
geen daarop voigt Ilient ter staving van dit stand
punt en is d'aarmede voIkomen in' overeenstemming. 

Aangenomen. 

IV. PROTEST JACOB H. HOEKSTRA 
This is a protest against the doctrine of common grace 

as expressed in the three points, adopted by the Synod of 
1924. 

In this document the brother argues, or aims to argue, 
against !!te doctrinal position on common grace, as formu
lated by the Synod of 1924 .. Throughout, the protest mis
apprehends the declarations of that Synod. 

NOTE: This protest, together with the reply formulated by 
the Pre-advisory Committee, is preserved in the archives of 
Synod. 

,Your Committee advises Synod:. 
1. To state that it can not he the duty of Synod, at this 

late date, to expose in detail such misrepresentations 
of the declarations of 1924; much less, 'on their basis, 
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to reconsider the declarations which the protestant 
attacks.' , 

2. To send a copy of this decision, together with the re
ply of the Pre-advis<;>ry Committee, to the brother. 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 166.) 

ARTICLE 145 
, Continuation of the Report of the Pre-advisory Com
mittee on Church Order and Emeriti Matters (cf. Art. 
119): ' 

VIII. Instructie van Classis Wisconsin in zake her
roeping van BesluU 1928. 

Classis Wisconsin komt met het vri"ndelijk en tevens 
dringend verzoek am het besluit der Synode van 1928, te 
vinden op bladzijde 134 der Acta en Iuidende: "dat voor
taan een nominatie door een kerkeraad waarop de naam of 
namen voorkomen van een predikant ofprcdikanten uit 
eene andere Kerk dan de Chr. Geref., zulk een nomina tie 
de' goedkeuring moet hebben niet aileen van den Consu
lent, maar oak van de genabuurde Deputaten ad. Exami
na," te herroepen. Gronden: 

1. Dat besluit is in strijd met Artikel 30 onzer K. O. in 
verband met Artikel 5 en zelfs ook Artikel 9. . 

2. Het geeft den consulent een autocratische macbt die 
met zijn consulentschap' geheel in strijd is en dringt 
den consulent iets op waarover eerst de Classis zeker 
te beschikken heeft. 

3. Eene Synode heeft geene bevoegdheid over door eeu 
Classis aangestelden consulent. 

4. De verhouding is onbillijk, een cons)llent, tegenover 
drie deputaten, eene onbillijkheid in strijd met Art. 
84 onzer K. 0.; en . 

5. In aile andere gevallen hebben deputat~n ad examina 
slechts "adviseerende stem," het besluit van 1928 kent 
hun in deze zaak een "beslissende stem" toe, en dB. t 
zelfs geheel buiten de betrokken Classis am, 

Op bovengenoemde gronden verzoekt Classis Wisconsin 
herroeping van het besluit van 1928. 
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Uwe Commissie, na overweging van bovenstaande in
structie, stelt aan de Synode voor, het bewuste besluit van 
1928 te wijzigen als voIgt: 

"Dat voortaan ,een nomina tie door een kerkeraad, 
'waarop de na'lm of namen voorkomen van cen pre
dikant uit een andere Kerk dan de Christelijl<eGere
formeerde, zulk een nomina tie de goedkeuring moet 
hebben nie! aIleen van de Classis, of van den consu
lent namens de Classis, maar ook van de genabuurde 
Deputaten ad Examina.'" . 

Grand: Hetoorspronkelijkehesluit sluit blijk
baar de Classis er buiten zonder goede redenen (cf. 
Art!. 4, 5, K. 0.). 

Aangenomen. 

IX. Reports of Classical Examiners. 
The fo,llowing Classical Examiners report that they have 

attended the classical examinations of the Candidates men
tioned and have approved their admission to the ministry: 
Revs. A. B. Voss, P. De Koekkoek, and A. Wassink-Candd. 
Gerrit Vander Ziel and L. Voskuil; Revs; J, J. Werkman, 
A. B. Voss, and (A. Guikema)-Cand. J. Zwaanslra; Revs. E. 
Boeve, A. B. Voss, D. HoIlebeek-Cand. R. Heynen; Revs. E. 
Boeve and D. HoIlebeek-Cand. D. H. Walters; Revs. L. 
VeItkamp, E. J. Krohne, and C. De Leeuw-Cand. iI. Van 
der KJay; Revs .. L. Veltkainp, E. J. Krohne, and G. J. Haan 
-Cando C. SchooIland; Revs. E. Boeve, D. HoIlebeek, and 

, A. Wassink-Candd. W. Van Rees and H. Zwaanstra; Revs. 
D. Holleheek, E. Boeve, and A. Guikema-Cand. C. Van 
Dyk; Revs. A. B. Voss, and J. Gritter-Cand. J. Griffioen; 
Revs. L. Veltkamp, E. J. Krohne, and Z. J. Sherda-Cand. 
P. Spoolstra; Revs. L. Veltkamp, Z. J. Sherda, and Dr. Y. P. 
De Jong-Cand. S. Vroon; Revs. Z. J. Sherda, L. Veltkamp, 
and E. J. Krohne--Cand. J. Bult; Revs. Z. J. Sherda, Wm. 
Terpsma,' and Dr. Y. P. De Jong-Cand. W. Haverkamp; 
Revs. Z. J. Sherda and L. Veltkamp-Cand. J. H. Schaal; 
Revs. E. J. Krohne, L. J. Lamherts, and Dr. Y. P. De Jong
Cando S. Miersma; Revs. L. Ypma, P. De Koekkoek, and A. 
Wassink-Cando R. Wezeman; Revs. J. M. Voortman, P. De 
Koekkoek, and J. Gritter-Cand. P. J. Dahm; Revs. S. P. El-
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dersveld, W. Terpsma, and C. De Leeuw-Cand. J. P. Smith; 
Revs. J. Timmerman, D. De Beer, and C. De Leeuw-Candd. 
H. H. Schultz and J. Van Bruggen; Revs. L. Veltkamp, E. J. 

'Krohne, and G. J. Haan-Cand. M. Keuning; Revs. E. J. 
Krohne, L. Veltkamp, and Dr. Y. P .. De Jong-Cand. D. 
Grasman. 

In a few instances the required three synodical delegates 
were not present. In practically every case this can be 
explained because of a desire to reduce expenses. 

Received as, information. 

X. "Laymen" on Committees. 
Classis Illinois sent the foJlowing overture: 
Synod make it a rule to appoint or elect a person on not 

more than one board or committee unless absolutely nec
essary or unavoidable; this rule especially to be applied to 
our "laymen." Grounds: 

1. The Lord in His grace has given our Church many 
richly endowed and capable men, and we should as 

. much as possible make use of their various talents. 
2. Using diversified gifts and talents always creates 

greater interest in and more devotion to the various 
causes. 

3. 

4. 

,5. 

Board or committee work is always extra labor, and 
by loading too much upon the sh<lUlders of one mlln, 
one may. take away too much time from his God-given 
task and calling. 
In the past too much time has been required from a 
comparatively small group of '.'laymen." 
In relieving fiom extra work, the Synod should take 
into consideration men who are giving much time to 
not strictly denominational undertakings, such as the 
Psychopathic Hospital, Bethesda Sanatorium, Goffle 
Hill Sanatorium, and institutions of secondary edu-
cation. 

Your committeio, begs to recommend: 
1. Synod do not accede to the request of Classis Illinois, 

viz. to adopt such a rule. Grounds: 



ACTS OF SYNOD, 1934 135 

a. We have no control over the talents which God 
gives to men.- To some He gives few, to others He 
grants many, enabling them to do many tasks well. 

b. Synod shonld not bind itself and fnture Synods by 
snch a rule. 

Adopted. 

2. Synod suggest that Committees on Appointments cli
versify the membership of the various. Committees, in 
order that we may, as much as possible, make use of 
all the talents God has giveu to our membership, and 
not to place too heavy a burden upon a few members. 

Adopted. 

XI. Report of Evangelization Committee (Agenda I, 
p. 4 ff). 

Your Committee, having duly considered this Report, 
comes with the following recommendations: 

1. That Synod accept this Report as informatiou, and 
thank the Committee for its splendid work. 

Adopted. 

2. That Synod urge upon the churches the serious study 
of this material, including the minority report. 

Adopted. 

3. That Synod order the printing of this material in 
pamphlet form for distribution among our people at 
cost price, the initial cost to be borne by our Synod
ical Treasury, and the distribution to be carried out 
by the Publication COplmittee. 

Adopted. 

XII. Overture of Classis Sioux Center in rc.Synodical 
Committee. 

"Classis Sioux Ceuter having become cognizant of a let
ter of the Clerk of Synod to the Stated Clerk of Classis, 
begs Synod to express its disapproval of the irregularity on 
the part of the Synodical Committee in urging the various 
Classes to act contrary to the Church Order and the deci
sion of Synod of 1932 in re delegates to -Synod." 

In answer to the a))Ove overture your Committee begs 
Synod to express itself as follows: 
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"Synod declare .that though the suggestion of the Synod
ical Committee was canonically incorrect and hence subject 
to disapproval, nevertheless, iu consideration of the circum
stances, Synod. acquiesce in the action of the Committee." 

Adopted. 

XIII. Overture of Classls Sioux Center in re Benedic-
tion. . . 

De Classis verzoekt de Syoode.advies te geven aangaande 
het volgende: . 

Bij weilke gelegenheid (of gelegenheden) is hel naar onze 
Gereformeerde opvatting dat de Zegen, zoo:rls wij die ge
woon zijn aan het einde onzer diensten, zal uitgesproken 
worden? Zal men het aileen doen daar waar bediening des 
Woords, onder toezicht van een plaatselijke Kerkeraad' 
plaats had? Of mag het ook bij andere gelegenhed~n ge
beuren, b. v. bij het sluiten vall! een huwelijk, op school
vergaderingen, opzendingsfeesten? Gronden voor dit 
verzoek: 

1. In de Amerikaansche kerkwereld is men zeer vrij en 
kwistig in het uitspreken van den Zegen; zelfs bij ge
legenheden die kwalijk een be,list godsdienstige kleur 
hebben, geschiedt het. Niet gaarne zagen we dat onze 
kerken hierin gingen volgen. Daarom achten wij het 

. gewenscht dat de Synode de juiste lijnen aangeve. 
2. Er schijnt in de praktijk geen eenheid te zijn onder 

ons.aangaande deze zaak. 

Your Committee recommends that tlie following be 
adopted: I 

The Benediction, like the Salutation, is, by common con
sent of the Christian Church of all ages, to be pronounced 
only upon those assemblies of God's people in which tbey, 
with their children, meet with God for the specific purpose 
of corporate worship. 

Adopted. 
. I 

XIV. Overture of Classis Sioux Center in re "Schools" 
in Art. 41, C. O. 

"Waar op de classicale vergaderiogen bij de rondvraag 
naar Art. 41 der K. O. ook gevraagd word! of de scholen 
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onderhonden worden; en waar dit begrip "scholen" blijk
baar door v~len onderscheiden wordt opgevat, zoodat som
migen daardoor verstaan de lagere Chr. Scholen, en ande
ren ook of aileen middelbare of hoogere Chr. Scholen; en 
waar dit verscbiJ van opvatting somtijds op classicale ver
gaderingen aanleiding geef! tot onaangename discussies en 
misverstand; en waar door dat feit de rondvraag naar Art. 
41 verzwakt wordt en de steun voor het Cbr. Onderwijs 
verzwakt wordt: 
. Dringt de Classis er bij de Synode op aan om een Comm. 
te benoemen om op. de volgende Synode te rapporteeren 
over deze vragen: 

a. Welke scbolen bij de rondvraag naar Art. 41 bedoeld 
zijn. 

b. Wat er verstaan moet worden door "De Scholen on- . 
derhouden"; of dit ziet op het hebben en onderhouden 
van een plaatselijke school, of op medewerking aan 
scbolen bniten eigen gemeente, zooals Calvin College 
en Seminarie of andere, 

. c. Wat de Classis beef! te doen indien men naar het oor
deel der Classis niet naar vermogen arbeidt tot bet 
onderhonden van zulke scholen.''' 

Your Committee recommends that snch a committee be 
appointed. ' 

Gronnd: Althongh the qnestion what is meant by 
"Scbools" in Art. 41, C. 0., can be answered definitely by a 
reference to Art. 21, nevertheless, because in this overture 
the question of the relation of the Church to the School is 
raised, it will be of benefit to the churches that such a com
mittee be appointed. There is much uncertainty and vague
ness in .the minds of our people in regard to this question. 
A thorough study of this matter may do much fo take away 
doubts and bring about desired clarity. 

Adopted., (Art. 169.) 

XV. Overture of Classis Pella in re Church Affiliation 
in China .. 

A. Classis Pella, vernomen hebbende uit het rapport 
"an haren deputaat voor de Heidenzending, dat er twijfel 
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bestaat of de kerken die onder's Heeren zegen op ons zen
dingsterrein in China door onze actie tot openbaring wor
den gebracht, met onze kerken zullen verhimden blijven, -
dringter bij de Synode op aan uit te spreken, da t onze Mis
sionaire Dienaren des Woords geroepen zijn de institueering 
van dergelijke kerken voor te bereiden met dieIi verstande, 
dat ze als Christelijke Gereformeerde kerken wor-den ge
organiseerd en met onze kerkengroep verhonden blijven. 

De Classis, overtuigd dat ons kerkelijk leven in China 
niet gecopieerd kan wordell naar dat in ons land, verzoekt 
de Synode maatregelen te nemen om de noodige formulie
ren te ontwerpen, vooral voor de bediening van den Doop 
en het A vondmaal, en om de Kerkenorde voor China zoo in 
te richten, dat gerekimd wordt met de toestanden aldaar. 

B. At the June meeting (1934) the Board of Missions ex
pressed itself as follows: 

"Since an overture from one of our Classes on the sub
ject appears on the Agenda of Synod, the Board expressed 

. itself as being delighted to turn over to Synod the above 
mentioJled report on the subject of Church organization in 
China. Furthermore it suggests to Synod that a Committee 
be appointed to be composed in part of members of the 
Board and in part by outsiders to deliberate on conclusions 
to be placed before our Synod of 1936." 

C. Your Committee has also read the report in re tbis 
matter submitted by our Chinese mission force. This reo 
port contained the following advice: 

"We advise the linking up of our fu ture churches, as soon 
as possible, with the Chu Huei (Classis) of the Church of 
the Elders in China, commonly known as 'The Presbyterian 
Church of Christ in China'." 

This advice was adopted by the Chinese Mission force 
to be submitted to the Board. 

1. Your Committee recommends that Synod follow 
the suggestion of the Board given above. Ground: 

Adopting the overture of Classis Pella would mean tak
ing a step contrary to the advice of our own Chinese Mis
sion force. This should no be done except after deliberate 
consideration of the matter. (Art. 169.) 
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2. In re the second part ,of, the overture of Classis Pella 
, your Committee recommends that this'be laid on the table 

until the matter of church affiliation has been decided upon. 
Adopted. 

XVI. Mission Order.' 
The following material, dealing with the Mission Order, 

has been submitted for consideration: 
A. The Report of the Mission Order Committee (Agenda 

II, p. 308). ' 
B. An overture of Classis Pacific (Agenda II, pp. x-xi). 
C. An overture of Classis Pella (Agenda II, pp. xi-xii). 
The advice of your Committee follows: 
1. We recommend that Synod receive thexeport of the 

committee ad hoc as information. 
Adopted. 

/2. Further we draw Synod's attention to point 4 of the 
report and recommend that Synod express itself as follows: 
, That Synod should express itself, on what principle it de

sires that mission work should be conducted, is out of order. 
This has been done in the past, in 1912 in the adopted 
Mission Order. Hnd in 1924, Acts. p. 74, when in connection 
with the work in China the work of revision of the Order 
of 1912 was begun. This principle has never been repealed;, 
Synod has never been overtured to do so; hence this prin
ciple stands l/nimpaired, Any committee chosen is ex
pected to follow out this principle. -

Adopted. 

3. The following requests are fonnd in the above over
tures: 

a) That the new Mission Order shall maintain the prin
ciple that "de zending door de kerken gedreven 
worde." 

b) That the leading principles be stated. 
c) That the Mission Order be revised during Synod as 

much as possible. 
d) That all decision contrary to the principle be repealed. 
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In answer to these two overtures your Committee rec
ommends: 

1) In reply to a and h above, Synod rekl' to the declar-
ation of 2, above. ' 

2) In reply to c and: d above, Synod'appoint,a new Com
mittee whose task it shall be to adapt our Mission 
Order to present-day mission conditions, on the basis 
of tbe already accepted principle (cf. 2, above). 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 168.) 

ARTICLE 146 
This session is closed with prayer and thallksgiving by 

Elder L.Moes. ' 

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 28 
T'Yenty-first Session 

ARTICLE 147-
The Rev. J. M. Dykstra leads Synod in prayer, after the 

singing of Psalm 119:3 (Dutch Psalter). 

ARTICLE 148 
'The Roll Call shows all members to be preRent. 

ARTICLE 149 
The minutes of' the nineteenth .and the twentieth 

sessions are read by the Clerk, and adopted by Synod. 

ARTICLE 150 
Synod now takes in hand the Report of the ,Pre-advisory 

Committee on the Divorce Question, the Rev. H. J. Trie
zenberg serving as reporter. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Your Committee, having carefully read and discussed 
the, report of the Co~mittee on the divorce problem 
(Agenda II, pp. 229-252), as well as the minority report 
submitted by Dr. C. Bouma (Agenda 'II, pp. 259-305), ad
vises as follows: 

I. Synod receive both reports for information. 
Adopted. 
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II. Synod express its appreciation for the thorough and 
extensive reports rendered~ 

Adopted. 

III. We call Synod's attention to the following points 
on which the two reports agree: 

1. Both declare that on the basis of Scripture marriage 
must be regarded as in its very nature indissoluble, nor
mally broken only by death (Maj.: Agenda II, p. 243, pal'. 
2; min. p. 289, III, A, 1; cf. p. 263, par. 1). 

2. Both insist· that breaking the marriage tie by a di
vorce on unbiblical grounds is a grievous sin before God. 
Both, moreover, proceed from the traditional stand of 
our Church that only fornication (adultery) gives the 
innocent party the right to obtain a divorce and contract 
a new marriage (Maj., .\lottom p. 243 ff.; min., p. 290, III, 
A, 5). 

3. 'Both hold that in the case of an nnscriptnral divorce 
without remarriage the tie remains valid and intact (Maj " 
p. 243, middle of p.; min., p. 289, III, A, 2). 

Received as information. 

IV. We direct Synod's attention to the following points 
on which the two reports differ: 

1. The status of the guilty party in a biblical divorcp 
whose former mate has remarried. . 

Report holds that this party is free from the original 
marriage bond and does not commit adultery if he (or 
she) remarries (p. 244, last parLof par. 1). 

The minority opinion is that such a guilty party is still 
momlly bound (before God) to the former marriagepar!
ner and commits adultery if he (or she) marries again 
(p.275, top of p.). 

2. The status of one who is a party to an linbiblical 
divorce but 'whose former mate has remarried first. ' 

The Report holds that such a party, though he may be 
grievously guilty (in the matter of the divorce) is then 
no longer bound Iby the former marriage tie and does not 
commit adultery, if lie, or she, remarries (p. 245, middle 
of p. 250, c, d). • 

. The Minority Report contends that such a party is still ' 
. bound in some sense by the former marriage tie and com

mits adultery by remarryiIig (p. 279 C, 287, 290 nnder 8). 



142 CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

3. The status of one who has been a party to an un
biblical divorce and is the first to remarry (to another 
party) . 

. The stand of the Report is that such a person most cer
tainly commits adultery by thus remarrying; but that the 
marriage itself, though begun in adultery, cannot be re
garded as a constant living in adultery. This implies that 
the church must ask repentance and confession both for 
that person's guilt (if any) in the unbiblical divorce, and 
in the adulterous act of contracting a second marriage. 
But it also implies that the church must acquiesce in this 
second marriage, since the first has been broken by di
vorce and (subsequent) adultery (1'. 250, e). 

The.minority position is that such a marriage may not 
be recognized by the church since it is a constant living in 
sin (1'. 287, E). This is so because "the original mar-. 
riage tie is not d.issolvea for anyone except the innocent 
party in a divorce on biblical ground. And so we are 
justified in concluding from our preceding argument that 
such persons cannot be admitted to church membership, 
however much they may protest th<;ir sincerity as repent
ant sinners." (p. 287.) 

Received as information. 

V. We recommend the Hdoption of the following: 
1. Parties illegitimately divorced (i. e. on some ground 

other than adultery) make themselves guIlty of an unlaw
ful breaking of the sacred tie of marriage. They must 
truly repent of this sin, confess it, and do all in their 
power to restore the tie broken before the State (but not 
before God), if they are to enjoy the rights and privileges 
of church membership. (Maj. report, p. 249 (a).) 

Ground: Mt. 5:32, Mt.19:9, Mk,10:11, 12, Lk,16:18. 
2. The party guilty of adultery (on the ground of 

which the mate obtains a divorce) must truly repent of 
this grievous sin and confess it before the church, if he 
(she) is to enjoy the. privileges of church membership. 

Ground: The Church requires such confession for all 
grievous breaches of the moral law, especially if 
they are publicand have given offense and sorrow 
to God's people. 

. 3. The guilty party in a b]blical divorce cannot be 
i'egarded as stilI bound by the marriage tie which for the 
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innDcent party is brDken; cDnsequently he dDes nDt be
CDme subject tDChurch discipline (after he has confessed 
his sin) when he remarries. 

Ground: 
(a)' Scripture nowhere explicitly teaches that the tie, 

dissolved fDr the innocent party, is still binding fDr 
the guilty party. -

(b) For the \,xercise 'Of discipline scriptural warrant 
must be present. 

(c) It is impossible to state in what respect such a 
guilty party is still bound by that original marriage 
tie. The fDrmer marriage partner has made use of 
his (her) biblical right and has severed this tie. 
Thereafter the marriage dDes nDt exist anymore. 

(d) This becomes especially evident when the innocent 
party contracts a new marriage, binding befDre 
GDd and the Church as well as for the State. If 
we then claim that the guilty party is still bound by 
that original marriage, we say in effect that he (or 
she) is bound to one who' before God and the 
Church is the wife DfanDther. 

4. The adultero.us act 'Of contracting a second marriage 
after unbiblical divorce severs the 'Original marriage tie 
fDr the same reason that adultery befDre divorce dOes; 
consequently the .secDnd party to remarry does n.ot be
CDme subject to church discipline for contracting a new 
marriage. 

Ground: There is nD scriptural evidence to the con
trary and for discipline there must be a scriptural 
ground. / 

5" The .party that remarries first after unbiblical di
vorce and thus begins his second marriage by an act of 
adultery must confess this sin and man.ifest sincere re
pentance, and can then no longer be' shown to ihe subject 
to church discipline. 

GrDund: 
(a) Scripture nDwhere states that such a marriage, 

though begnn in adultery, is a living in constant 
adnltery. The marriage of Herod to Herodias can
not be cited to the cDntrary, since this was a case 'Of 
incest. Cf. Mk. 6:18: It is not lawful for thee· to 
bave thy brother's wife.' . ' 
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(b) We must recognize the authority of the State in its 
own sphere unless we are forbidden by Scripture 
to do so. Since Scripture nowhere says that such a 
marriage, tho begun in adultery, is illegitimate; we 
can in this case recognize and submit to the 
authority of the State which holds this marriage to 
be valid. '. . 

(c) To ask of such a party to leave his or her legally 
married second mate would be asking him (or her) 
to repeat the sin of unbiblical divorce. 

(d) The minority position on this point that such par
ties cannpt meet the conditions of repentance 
amounts to saying that for this class of sinners 
there is no forgiveness, except perhaps for one of 
them after the other dies. The one that dies first 
dies in sin, never properly repented of, since he 
(she) could not meet the conditions of repentance. 
This is contrary to the very heart and spirit of the 

. gospel, in which Christ calls all kinds of sinners to 
himself, and which declares that blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost is the only sin, for which there is 
no forgiveness. . 

P. S. The Chairman of our committee, the Rev. H. 
Baker, cannot subscribe to V, 5, and will hand in a minor
ity opinion with respect to this point. 

Received as information. 

Synod now hears the minority opinion, which reuos as 
follows: 

"The undersigned is in agreement with the advice pro
posed in 1, 2, 3,'and 4, Ibut is not ready to indorse the 
advice given in 5 above. He is persuaded that the ground;; 
addnced in a, b, '(, and d are not conclusive. 

Reasons: 
1. The committee states in ground "a" "Scripture does 

not state that this marriage, though begun in adul
tery is a living in adultery." It takes for granted 
that this conclusion is proved. The matter with 
which it deals is the pivotal question on which 
opinions have been divided and the mere statement 
given in ground "a" will not convince anyone as 
settling the matter in dispute. 
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2, Grouud "b" also proceeds from the assumption that 
Scripture does not state that this marriage is a living 
in' adultery, It concludes that "Since Scripture is 
silent on this point" we may consider that marriage 
to be valid in the sphere of the church, Whether or 
not "we are clearly forbidden" to recognize such a 
marriage as valid)n the sphere ·of the church is a 
matter of dispute. To assume that Scripture is 
silent on this point is "begging the question" i. e, 
assuming the conclusion to be proved. 

B. Grounds He" and "d" propound practi,cal objections 
,to a denial of recogoition of the validity of this 
second marriage in the sphere of the church. The 
nndersigned holds that a consideration of the con
ditions upon which such as are the guilty parties in 
the marriage referred to above may retain their 
membership in 'or be admitted to the church, can 
only be given when the tolerable state of such a mar
riage and the validity of that marriage in the sphere 
of tbe church have been established. 

In view of the fact that the advice in 5 above is based 
. on the assumed silence of Scripture and the claim that 
the Church must recognize as valid in the sphere of the 
Church the marriage referred to in 5 above, and neither 
have been proved, . 

Aud in view of the fact that before Synod can take a 
stand in this matter more light is needed, the undersigned 
advises that Synod: 

LCofitinue the Committee on Divorce. 
2. Instruct its committee to advise Synod with re

spect to: 
a. The legitimacy of the marriage referred to. above 

in 5. 
b. The propriety of recognizing the validity of such a 

marriage in the sphere of the church. 
(Signed) HENRY BAKER." 

Received as information. 

Your committee further informs Synod that a lelter has 
been received from the consistory of the First Englewood 
church, Chicago, in which the consistory expresses its 
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agreement with the minority report of Dr. Bouma (Agen
da II, pp. 259-305). 

Received as information. 

The question as to method of procedure arising, the 
President rules as follows: 

'Since the recommendatioJ:ls of the Pre-advisory Com
mittee differ considerably from those of the Committee 
appointed by the previous Synod, the proposals of the 
latter shall have precedence over those of the Pre· 
advisory Committee (Rules for Synodical Procedure, 
V, B, 3). ! 

Moved and carried to limit the debate' on t.his matter, 
and to give an equal amount of time io each of the Re-
ports. ' " , ( 

The Rev. G. Hoeksema, reporter of the Committee, 
speaks in defens,e of the Report and the advice of the 
Committee; Dr. C. Bouma in defense of ,his minority 
opinion. , 

It is moved and carried to close the debate, and to vote 
by roll call. The result is as follows: 25 yeas and 43 nays" 
and one not voting. The advise of the Report is declared 
rejected. 

A motion is now introduced to adopt' the minority ad
vice of Dr. C. Bouma. 

After consideFable discussion, it is moved and carried 
to lay this motion on the table. 

The following motion is now n:'ade:, Synoe! decides to 
appoint ,a Committee to consider the practical application 
of tbe principle adopted by the Synod of 1890 and re
affirmed by the Synod of 1908, this Committee also to con
sider the minority report and both the reports of the 
Pre-advisory ,Committee of this ,Synod, and to present its 
conclusions to the Synod of 1936. , 

Adopted. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
To your Committee was entrusted also a protest of Mr. 

Frederick Nymeyer against the divorce decision of the 
Synod of 1932 (Acts, pp. 178-180). 
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1. Your Committee finds that this protest is legally be-
fore Synod. . 

Received as information. 

2. Your Committee further advises Synod: 
a. Not to sustain this protest. 
b. To send a copy of this part of our Report, con

taining our analysis of the protest, our reply, and 
the grounds upon which it is based, to the pro
testant. 

Adopted. 
NOTE: This .protest, together with the Report, of the Pre

advisory Committee, is preserved in the archives of Synod. 

ARTICLE 151 
This session is closed by Elder P. A. Westra with prayer 

and thanksgiving .. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 28 
Twenty-second. Session 

ARTICl;E 152 
Synod unites in singing Psalter No. 81, and is led in 

prayer by Dr. M. J. Wyngaarden. 

ARTICLE 153 
The Report of the Pre-advisory, Committee on the 

Psalter-Hymnal and Doctrinal Standards is now taken in 
hand. The Rev. J. Weidenaar serves as reporter. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 
Your CommIttee advises, first of all, that the Rev. H. J. 

Kuiper, acting chairman of the Psalter-Hymnal Committee, 
be given the privileges of the floor on any and all matters 
pertaining to this Report. 

Adopted. 

Your Committee received th~ following,named docu
ments: 

I. Overtnre of ,Classis Pacific· (Agenda II, p. XXIV) : 
"De Classis besluit de Synode te verzoeken om de Hol

landsch-sprekende gemeenten onzer Kerk de vrijheid te 
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geven am de gezangen, die op de laatste Synode der Geref. 
kerken in Nederland zijn aangenomen, in den eeredienst te 
zingen." ' 

Your Committee advises that Synod accede. to tlle request 
of Classis Pacific by granting our Holland-speaking churches 
the .permission "am de gezangen, die op ·de laatste Synode 
der Geref. I<:erken in Nederland zijn aangenomen, in den 
eerediens! te zingen" in accord with the synodical decisions 
pertaining to the use of hymns for public worship. 

, 1. These hymns have been carefully selected and ap-

I 
i 
i 
I 

I 
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proved for public worship by the Reformed churches 
of the Netherlands. 

2. It is out of the question for our Church to adopt a col
lection of Dutch hymns of our own. 

3. Your Committee has investigated these hymns and 
finds them to be an excellent collection. 

Adopted. 

II. Report of the Committee for the Publication of the 
Psalter-Hymnal (Agenda I, pp. 84-97), and an overture of 

. Classis Holland (not in the Agenda), the latter as follows: 
"Classis Holland ovedures Synod not to eliminate No. 70, 

"Though Your Sins Be As Scarlet," from the proposed Psal
ter-Hymnal. Reasons: 

1. Because it is thoroughly evangelical. 
2. Because the words of this hymn are very appropriate 

for many occasions, such as preparatory service and 
communio'u. 

3. Because it is a favorite song of many of God's people. 
·4. Because the objections to the tune presented in the 

Report, page 90, are not important." 

A. Your Committee advises that Synod receive these 
matters as information. 

Adopted. 

B. Your Committee advises that Synod approve of the 
elimina tion of ten of these twelve hymns, viz., Nus. 1, 2, 4, 
5,6, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12. 
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1) Nos. 1, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12, 
a. Some, becanse the music is inferior or too difficnlt 

for congregational use or not snfficiently attractive. 
b. Others, because of the restricted nse they will 

have among us due to their occasional character. 

2) No.2, because 
a. The objection has been raised that a wrong use 

may be made of it. 
b. Of its brevity - it has only one stanza. 

3) Because the collection of hymns the Psalter-Hymnal 
Committee proposes as a substitute is preferable since 
they are more popular and familiar. (Cf. G. of this 
Heport.) 

Adopted. 

C. Your Committee advises that SY1wd retain hymn 
No.3, "1 Will Sing Of My Redeemer .", 

1) It is thoroughly evangelicaL 
2) It is a favorite of many of God's people. 
Adopted. . 

D. Your Committee advises that Synod retain. hymn 
No.7, "Thongh Your Sins Be As Scarlet." 

1) It is thoroughly evangelicaL 
2) The words are appropriate for special occasions, such 

as preparatory'service and commnnion. 
3) It is a favorite of many of God's people. 
4) The objections to the tune can be removed by a re

vised harmonization. 
Adopted. 

E. Yonr Committee ad"ises Synod to approve of the 
substitntion of "He Leadeth Me, 0 Blessed Thonght," for 
"In the Cross of Christ I Glory." 

1) The eliminati,?n of "In the Cross of ,Christ I Glory" 
is in harmony with Synod's expressed desire that no 
hymn of Unitarian authorship shonld be nsed (cf. 
Acts 1932, pp. 133, 136,137). 
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2) "He Leadeth Me, 0 Blessed Thought," should he reo 
tained because:' 
a. It is a deeply spiritual hymn loyed by our people. 
b. It was , previously omitted only for the sake of ex· 

pediency and not because of. any objection upon 
doctrinal grounds. 

F. Your Committee advises that Synod approve of the 
substitution of "0 Worship the King" for "Father in 
Heaven, Whose Love Profound." 

1)' "Father in Heaven, Whose Love Profound" should be 
eliminated because, the words and tune being unfa· 
miliar, this hymn will probably never gain favor in 
our churches. 

'2) "0 Worship the King" should be retained because: 
a. The objection that it does' not bear a N. T. stamp 

is not weighty enough 'in view of the fact that this 
hymn is, moreover, 

b. "genuine poetry, majestic, thoroughly Calvinistic 
in sentiment; and sung to one of our finest tunes, 
Lyons." (Agenda I, p. 92.) 

Adopted. 

G. Your Committee advises Synod to approve of the 
sUibstitution of eleven of the thirteen hymns as found on 
pp. 93-97 of Agenda I, viz., these hymns: 

, Silent Night! Holy Night! 
While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks By Night 
Christ is Risen! Hallelujah! 
Angels, Roll the Rock Away! 
Dwell in Me, 0 Blessed Spirit! 
I Am a Stranger Here, Within a Foreign Land 
J Love to Tell the Story , 
Out of My Bondage, Sorrow, and Night 
What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
Come, For the Feast is Spread 
Come, Ye Sil;tners; Poor and Needy 

These hymns are: 
1) doctrinally sound, 

'2) familiar to and the favorites of most of our people, 
and 

3) they provide needed material for our festive occasions. 
Adopted. 
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H. Your Committee advises Synod to eliminate the re
maining two of the thirteen hymns referred to on pp. 93 
and 94 of Agenda I: ' 

1) "Now Thank We All Our God" should he eliminated 
hecause it is unknown and will probably never be-
come a favorite among our people. . 

Rejected. ,Synod decides that this hymn shall be re
tained, because it is a favorite of many of our people of 
German descent. 

2) "The Day of Resurrection" should be eliminated be
. cause of the ambiguous languagee, e. g. in stanza one, 
where the Resurrection of Christ is called the Pass-
over of God. -

Adopted. 

I. Since the Psalter-Hymnal Committee may find it im
possible to place one or two of the adopted hymns on ac-

" count of the mechanical make-up of the book, your Com
mittee suggests' that Synod approve the 'two followlng 
hymns as possible substitutes: "By the Sea of Crystal," and 
"Safely Through Another Week." Grounds: 

From several sources the suggestion has come to the Psal
ter-Hymnal Committee to include the former, while the 
latter is one of the finest hymns on the Sabbath. 

Adopted. 

III. Supplementary' Report of the Psalter-Hymnal 
Committee (cf. Supplement X). 

A. Your Committee advises that this. Report be received 
as information. 

Adopted .. 

B. Respecting the first matter in this Supplementary 
Report, your Committee advises that Synod approve of the 
Psalter-Hymnal Committee's interpretation of its mandate 
td the effect that the Church should publish the Psalter-
Hymnal. Ground: . 

The Synod of 1932 by 1m explicit resolution so deci~d 
as appears from Acts 1932, p. 140, where we read in part, 

"that Synod ... proceed to make provision for the 
publication of the new Psalter and its concomitants 
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'under its own direction aud supervisiou through a well
instructed synodical Committee, instead of leaving the 
publication entirely to the initiative of other parties," 

Adopted. 

C. In regard to the follo.wing matter in this Report, your 
Committee advises that Syuod approve of the act of the 
Psalter-Hymnal Committee of seeking and procuring the 
co-operation of the Publication Committee. ' 

1) Synod having decided that the Church should publish 
the Psalter-Hymnal, it became necessary to establish 
connection with an incorporated body. 

2) Synod's appointment of two members of the Publi
cation Committee implied connection with that incor
porated hody. 

Adopted. 

D. Your Committee advises that Synod approve of the 
fact that the Psalter-Hymnal Committee and the Publica
tion Committee made a contract with the United Preshy
terian Board of Puhlica tion. Thus 

1) A saving of approximately $1,500.00 was effected. 
2) A book of quality in binding and general set-up will 

be procured. 
Adopted. 

E. Regarding the question reading as follows: "Does 
Synod desire that this amount.aavauced from th~ Synodical 
Treasury shall be charged to the cost of publication?" your 
Committee advises that the amounts whiCh have already 
been paid out of the Synodical Treasury and whose payment 
was authorized by Synod out of this fund; shall not be 
charged to the cost of the hook; the items, however, which 
have not yet been paid shall be charged to the fund set aside 
for the Psalter-Hymnal by the Publication Committee. 

Adopted. 

F: With respect to the following'matter: "Your Com
mittee intends to sell the book both to churches and indi
vidnals practically at cost price, and to allow dealers and 
agents no commission whatever. If. we were to allow a 
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commission, the price 'of the book naturally would have to 
be increased correspondingly. We propose to allow dealers 
and agents to sell the book, if they so desire, merely as a 
matter of convenience to their customers, but with the defi
nite uuderstauding that no profit whatever is to be made 
on the sale. vVe would like to have synodical approval 
of this decision." 

Your Committee advises Synod to approve of this de-
cision. 

Adopted. 

IV. The English Version of the Doctrinal Standards. 
The material presented to your Pre-advisory Committee 

includes two overtnres from Classis Sio'1x Center (Agenda, 
Part II, p. XXIV), and what is found on pp. 98-132 of 
Agenda, Part I, which deals in order with the fonowing: 
The Ecumenical Creeds, The Confession of Faith, The Hei
delberg Catechism, The Canons of Dort, and The Formula 
of Subscription. We now take these up in turn. 

We advise that this material be received for information. 
Adopted. 

A. The Ecumenical Creeds. 
In Report- IX, OQ p. 87 of Agenda, Part I, the Psalter

Hymnal Committee explains that it "has taken the liberty 
to insert the Ecumenical Creeds, in this matter following 
the Dutch edition of Dr. F. L. Rutgers," and they add that 
brief hisforical introductions have been furnished for each 
of these creeds and also for each one of our own doctrinal 
standards. Your Advisory Committee is pleased with this 
double inn ova lion proposed for the creedal and liturgical 
part of our new Praise Book. We have gone over this 
material with some care and submit the following recom
mendations: 

1. We recommend that Synod declare itself in favor 
of the proposed inclusion of the three Ecumenical 
Creeds in the creedal and liturgical part of the new 
Psalter-Hymnal. Grounds: 
1) They are the classic formulations of orthodox be

lief in the ancient Church and possess an ecumen
ical character. 
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2) They are recognized and accepte<1 in our own Con
. fession of Faith, Article IX. 

3) The possible misunderstanding that our Church 
officially lias more than its own three doctrinal 
standards can readily be avoid~d by giving the 
Ecumenical Creeds a subo,dinate position in our 
Praise Book. (This, e. g., is also done by Dr. F. L. 
Rutgers in his well-known edition of the Dutch 
Bible and Psalmbook.) 

4) This also harmonizes with the overture of Classis 
Sioux Center. 

Adopted. 

2. We recommend that Synod declare itself in favor of 
the plan to preface 'each of the Ecumenical Cre~ds, as well 
as each of our own doctrinal standards, with a brief ex
planatory introduction. Grounds: 

Such introductions take little space and admirably serve 
to stimulate interest in our creedal writings. 

Adopted. 

3. Concerning the overture of Classis Sioux Center 
in re the change of "Maker" to "Creator" (cf. Agenda II, p. 
XXIV), your Committee advises that Synod do not make 
the proposed change for the reason that the term "Maker" 
is not ambiguous, since-

1) it has been in use in the EngIish7speaking church-' 
world for centuries; 

2) its primary meaning, according to Webster, is: . "to 
cause to exist;" "to call into being," Hto form out' of 
nothing"; . 

. 3) the' following words, "of heaven and earth," exclude 
the error against which the overture is directed. 

Adopted. 

'4. We recommend that these three Ecumenical Creeds 
be' placed not before but after the recognized Doctrinal 
Standards of our Church. Grounds: 

1) This will indicate their subordinate relationship to 
our Formulas of Uriity. 
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2) This is in harmony with the difference in the histor
ical attitudt\ toward these. creeds on the part of the 
Lutheran and Anglican Churches on the one hand, 
and the Reformed Churches on the other, (Schaff, 
Creeds, I, 13). 

3) This order is also employed i;" the Rutgers edition of 
the Dutch Doctrinal Standards and Liturgy. 

Adopted. 
NOTE: To save space, a 'number of minor changes and cor· 

rections in the text of the Ecumenical Creeds and their explan
atory introductions, proposed by the Pre-advisory Committee 
and adopted by Synod, are omitted here. These have been given 
into the hands of the Committee for Publication of the Psalter
Hymnal, with, instructions to incorporate them in the text. 

B. The Belgic Confession. 
The material offered by the Psalter-Hymnal Committee 

on this subj~ct is found on pp. 101-104 of the Agenda, Part 1. 
Y9ur Advisory Committee has carefully scrutinized the -

changes proposed in our present English text as adopted by 
the Synod of 1912. In so doing we have consulted the 
French edition of the Confession (which is the original) as 
revised at the Synod of Dort, and also the Latin and Dutch 
versions adopted by the same Synod, and the modern Dutch 
version of Dr. Rutgers. We have -practically restricted our· 
selves to the scrutiny of the proposed changes only and do 
not in any way pass on the correctness of the rest of the 
text. We find that most of the proposed changes are im
provements, but also that some are not .. A few are appar
ently based upon a mistaken reading either of the original 

. or of some version tha t was employed. We shall follow the 
31 proposals made by the Psalter-Hymnal Committee in 
their order, beginning on p.102. . 

NOTE: The recommendations of the Pre-advisory Commit
tee, nearly all of which were adopted by Synod, are here 
omitted', ,but have been given into the hands of the Committee 
for Publication of the Psalter-Hymnal, with instructions to in
corporate them in the text. 

C. The Heidelberg C,?-iechism. 
The material offered by the Psalter-HymnaL Committee 

is found on pp. 105-130'of the Agenda, Part I. 
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Your Committee has carefully studied this edition and 
compared it with the original German text, the Dutch text 
of Rutgers, and the English text as found in Schafl"s 
"Creeds of Christendom." It has become evident to us that 
the proposed rendering is a decided improvement upon the 
old. . 

Vie call the attention of Synod to some chahges that have 
been introduced by the Psalter·Hymnal Committee, some 
of a more general, others of a more specific nature, all of 

, which we advise Synod to approve. We also desire to pro
pose a few corrections and improvements of'our own. 

NOTE:. The proposals of the Pre~advisory Committe8, all of 
which were adopted by Synod, are here omitted, but have been 
given into the hands ,.of the Committee for Publication of the 
Psalter-Hymnal, with' instructions to incorporate them in the 
text. 

We now advise Synod to approve the proposed revision 
of the translation of the Heidelberg Catechism with the 
above mentioned amendments. Grounds: 

a) This is a more faithful translation of the original. 
b) The diction is simpler and more elegant. 
c) It is more easily understood. 
Adopted. 

D. Ganons of Dort. 
The Psalter-Hymnal Committee offers its proposals on 

the Canons of Dort on Pl'. 130-132 of the Agenda, Part. I. 
Your Advisory Committee has carefully scrutinized the 

proposed changes, and, in doing so, has compared the exist
ing and the proposed renderings with the original Dutch 
and the original Latin versions, both officially adopted by 
the Synod of Dort, and also with the Rutgers version. 

The Psalter-Hymnal Committee has eight proposals, and 
our recommendations on each of these follows. 

NOTE: The recommendations of the Pre-advisory Commit
tee, all of them adopted by Synod, are omitted here, but have 
been given into the hands of the Committee for Publication 
of the Psalter!" Hymnal, with instructions to incorporate them in 
the text .. 

In addition to these, your Committee has three recom· 
menda tions of its own: . 
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1. We recommend that the heading be simply: Canon" 
of Dart. 

Explanation: This is the name most commonly applied, 
and the further designation used in the present-Psalter is' 
reudered superfluous by the historical explauation which 
will be placed at the head of the text, immediately following 
the title. 

Adopted. 

2. We recommend that in the headings of the various 
"Heads of Doctrine," the word "of" be changed to "on," so 
that these will then read: "On Divine Predestination"; "On 
the Death of Christ ... "; etc. 

Explanation: Tliough "of" is not incorrect, "on" will be 
more readily understood. . 

Adopted. 

3. We recommend that the so-called Conclusion to the 
Canons, included in the present edition of the Psalter, be 
omitted from the new edition. Grounds: 

1) This conclusion consists of an historical apology plus 
the designation of the parties and groups who signed 
the Canons at Dort, and this, though historically valu
able, is not a part of the Canons as such. 

2) Dr. Rutgers also _ omits it and on the same ground, as 
he explains in the explanatory preface to his edition 
of the Canons. ' 

3) Already the Committee in 1910 called attention to this 
difference between the Dutch and the English version 
but, seeing it made no recommendations, Synod did 
not pass upon the matter in 1912 (Acts, 1910, p. 126; 
Acts, 1912, p, 118). 

Adopted. ' 

E. The Form of Subscription (Agenda I, p. 132). 
Your Committee recommends: 
1) To adopt the proposal of the Psalter-Hymnal Com

mittee-. 
2) T~ change "and Synod" in the second and fourth line 

from the last of paragraph 3 to "or Synod," 
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3) To change "right of an appeal whenever we shall" in 
the fourth line from the bottom to "right of appeal 
in case we should." 

:Adopted. 

Conclusion: 
We recommend that Synod give.a vote of thanks to the 

'Psalter-Hymnal COl;nmittee for its manifold labors, and in 
particnlar to the Rev. H. J. Kniper and the Rev. D. Zwier. 

Adopted. 
ARTICLE 154 

This session of Synod is closed with prayer by the Rev. 
H. J. Kuiper. 

THURSDAY EVENING, JUNE 28 
Twenty-third Session 

ARTICLE 155 
The Rev. B. Van Someren leads in the openin!,\ prayer. 

ARTICLE 156 
Synod now takes up again the Report of the Pre-advisory 

Committee in re the Protest of Mr. John J. De Boer e. a. vs. 
Classis Illinois (cf. Art. 135). ' 

The last part ,of this Report, which has been re-written 
by the Committee, now reads as follows: 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

We now proceed to discuss the technical objections 
raised by Mr. John J. De Boer in regard to the propriety of 
the procednre followed by Classis Illinois: 

1. Mr. De Boer states: "By referring to a signed docu-' 
ment as its sole basis for action of disapproval, Classis 
attacked the good standing. of a member of the Chris
tian Reformed Chnrch." 

In regard ,to this point your Committee advises Synod to 
declare: ' 

·a) This signed docnment is a publication addressed to 
young men who are under the spiritual care of the 

" consistories of Cl~ssis. 
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b) In this docnment sentiments are expresed concerning 
which Classis felt in dnty bonnd to utter a warning. 

c) A warning in connection with this publi~ation could 
not escape touching its author. But this need not pre
vent Classis from uttering its warning. The responsi
hility lies with the author. 

Adopted. 

2. The following points in Mr. De Boer's protest may be 
summarized as follows: Without giving appellant a 
hearing, Classis Illinois has declared him guilty of 
having committed a censurable sin. 

Your Committee finds that this is appellant's interpre· 
tation of the action of Classis lliinois. But from the records 
it is evident that Classis did not have this in mind at all. 
All Classis desired to do at the time was to utter a warning 
against the dang~rous tendencies it detected in the "Message 
from the President." 

With regard to the "Message from the President" and the 
leadership in the League of Reformed Young Men's .Socie
ties, it is plain that two. distinct lines of action were open 
to Classis: ' 

1) Since the "Message" was of the nature of a public 
manifesto; it was possihle to counteract its influence 
by the issuance of a puhlic warning. This is the course 
which Classis Illinois evidently deemed necessary and I . 

which it pursued. ' 
2) Since the "Message'; was. the utterance of a member 

in good standing in one of the churches of Classis, it 
was also possihle for CIassis to take steps looking to
ward disciplinary action by appellant's consistory. 
This course, appellant assumes, was the only course 
open to Classis Illinois, and he further assumes that 
what Classis did amounted to instituting such disci
plinary action. 

It is on the basis of these assumptions that appellant 
claims that Classis Illinois committed various errors against 
the rules governing disciplinary actidn. 

It is plain that Classis could have pursued either of these 
two courses, or both of them together. 

One may hold that Classis Illinois was in .error when it 
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'sound~d its pnblic warning, and tbat it should have initiated 
disciplinary action instead. But it is unwarranted and in
defensible to charge Classis Illinois with initiating and com
pleting a disciplinary trial when it formulated and pub
lishea its 'warning against the leadership without taking any 
measures wbatever to alter the official status of appellant 
with his consistory. 

Synod surely cannot condemn Classis for failing to ob-
, serve rules which do not apply to tne course wh~ch Classis 
actually pursued: Npr is Synod, called upon to condemn 
Classis for issuing a public warning instead of initiating 
disciplinary action. Appellant has not presented such a 
charge to Synod. The charge which is before Synod is that 
Classis Illinois took disciplinary action in a way which vio
lated various rules. This charge cannot be maintained. 

In view of the foregoing, your Committee advises Synod: 
1. Not to sustain appellant in his interpretation of the 

action of Classis Illinois. 
Adopted. 

In connection with this decision, Synod unanimously 
declares, as even the delegates of Classis Illinois them
selves agree, that it would have been far wiser if Classi., 
Illinois, at its meeting of January, 1934. before it acted ill 
this case, had, first called ill and heard Mr. De Boer. 

2. To appoint a Committee of five, including the Presi
dent of Synod, to confer with Classis Illinois and rep
resentatives of the League of Christian Reformed 
Young Men's Societies of Chicago and vicinity for the 
purpose of ea&ing the strained relations which at the 
present, obtain between the two 

Adopted., 

The following Committee is appointed: the Revs. W. P 
Van Wyk, W. Kok, D. Zwier, H. Keegstra, and H. BrI. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Your Committee considers that the answer given to the 

, protest of Mr. Johl1 J. De Boer applies also to all the other 
protests in this case, with the following exceptions: , 
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1. The contention is made by Mr. ltaymond 'Veidenaar 
that Matthew 18:15 was disregarded by Classis. The 
protest of Mr. Weidenaar states: "We therefore con
clude that the procedure of Classis Illinois was un
ethical oil account of failure to follow the principle as 
set forth in Matthew 18." The protest of Fourth Chi
cago consistory also makes mention of this, with the 
added reference of James 5:19, 20. 

Your Committee advises Synod to declare: Since Classis 
has studiously avoided all action in the direction of church 
discipline, and since the utterance which Classis criticized 
had been made in public, neither Matthew 18 nor James 5 
does here apply .. 

Adopted. 

2. The communication of the League Of Christian Re
formed Men's Societies of Chicago and vicinity raises 

. the following five points:: 
a. The charge of overt sins should have been laid be-

fore the Consistory. _ 
b. The action of Classis Illinois seeks to control the 

League and thereby violates the auton·omy of the 
League. 

c. Criticisms other than against doctrinal aberrations 
are outside of the sphere of Classis. 

d. Classis was wrong in calling on the Consistories 
to oppose League leadership. 

e. Neither Reformed Church polity nor the League's 
constitution offers a basis for the right claimed by 
Classis of a guiding voice. 

Your Committee calls Synod's attention to the fact that 
all five points pertain to the question of the proper rela
tion between Classis and the League of Young Men's So
cieties whose members are under the spiritual care and 
jurisdiction of the consistories of Classis. 

The advice of the Committee in regard to this matter is 
placed on tIze table. 

It is moved a.nd carried to give this matter into the hands 
of the Cominittee appointed by Synod to confer with Clas
sis Illinois and the Chicago League of Christian Reformed 
YonngMen's Societies. . 
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,Finally, a motion'is made and supported that a certain 
letter of T. F., included in the Report of the Pre-advisory 
Committee be stricken from the records. 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 157 
The evening session is closed, Dr. C. Bouma leading in 

prayer and thanksgiving. 

FRIDAY .MORNING, JUNE 29 
Twenty-fourth Session 

ARTICLE 158 
Aftersinging the 6th stanza of Psalm 25 (Dutch), the 

Rev. K. W. Fortuin leads in the opening prayer. 

ARTICLE 159 
The Roll Call shows all members to he present, excep t 

Elder G. Otten of Classis Wisconsin, who had to leave for 
horne yesterday on account of his employment. 

Dr. W. Bode of Classis OstfrilOsland, and Elders lYI. 
_Bolie~ of Classis Hackensack, C. Groenendyk of Classis 
Pella, and J. Ten Harmsel of Classis Sioux Center give 
notice that they have to leave at noon today, in order to 
be able to reach horne before Sunday. Received as infor
mation. 

Elder N. Stielstra, alternate delegate of Classis Holland, 
takes the-place of Elder J. Stilring (cf. Art. 93). 

ARTICLE 160 
The Clerk reads the minutes of the twenty-first, twenty

second, and twenty-third sessions of Synod. The minutes. 
are approved. 

ARTICLE 161 
The Special Committee on the Emeritus Fund (cf. Art. 

84, V) submits the following report: 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

In the hands of your Comniittee was placed the advice 
of the Pre-advisory Committee on Emeritus malters, and 
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it was instructed to consider in connection with it the Emer
itns problem and report before the close of Synod. 

Yonr 'Committee has carefully studied the materia! 
placed in its hands and especially what the Jlrevious 
Synod has adopted in this matter as found in Acts 1932, 
pp. 51 ff. 

It finds that these synodical rulings adopted in princi
ple the differentiation hetween two departments iu the 
Em'eritus fund, designated as Sustentation and Relief 
funds. 

Your Committee now begs to m'lke the following recom
mendations: 

I. Your Committee recommends that Syrod now or
ganize the Sustentation department of the Emeritus fund 
as follows: 

A. This sustentation -'shall he granted to all present 
Emeriti and widows (who have seen service in the manse) 
irrespective of age or years of service. And henceforth 
to those who support this fund (see III), and not to those 
who will not contribute to this fund. Owing to the pres
ent need it is suggested that until further notice, those 
who do not actnally need this sustentation should not 
accept it. 

B. This snstentation shall be $200.00 annnally. 
, C. Only those who serve and remain in our denomina

tion iIi good standing shall he eligihle to it. 
Ground: This is in harmony with the priuciple of dif

ferentiation between two departments in the 
Elmeritus fund, designated as Sustentation and 
Relief funds. Acts 1932, P. 51. 

II. Your Committee recommends, that in addition to 
sustentation, relief shall be given in actual need, 

Said relief shall be as follows: 
A. Emeriti ministers shall receive an amount not to 

exceed $500.00 per year. 
B. Surviving widows (who have seen service in. the 

manse) shall receive an amount not to exceed $200.00 per 
year. 

C. An extra allowance (if needed) of $100.00 for one 
child and $50.00 for each additional child shd! be given 
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for the support of minors under 18 years of age, provid
ing that the w.hole amount received shall not exceed 
$850.00 per famIly. 

D. In exceptional cases of protracted illness, etc., extra 
help may be givcq if found necessary by the Emeritu" 
Board. Grounds: 

1. All of our ministers and their dependents can not 
be sufficiently supplied by sustentation if the 
amount does not exceed' $200.00 per year. • 

2.' This relief is in harmony with the principle adopted, 
Acts 1932, p. 51. 

III. Your Committee recommends that the clergy shall 
be asked to contribute to the Emeritus fund according to 
a fixed scale. 

Your Committee calls the attention of Synod to what is 
found in Acts 1932, p. 53, under 9, b: . 

The Committee is' charged to recognize the possibility 
that ,churches "may care for their Emeriti partly by the 
amplitude of the salary paid them during ,active service 
and hence also the possibility that a certain percent of 
the minister's salary be devoted from year to year to this 
fund." . . 

In considering this matter we find two overtures before 
us: One may be called the Muskegon Plan, the other the 
Ostfriesland Plan. 

The Muskegon Plan in brief is as follows: The clergy 
of our Church should deposit 5 percent of their salary 
over $800.00 in the Emeritus fund. Those receiving only 
$800.00 should deposit $5.00 a year. ' 

On the basis or an eslima te average salary oL $1300.00 
a year, this plan, if adopted, would bring an annual con
tribution of $1300.00 average salary less $800.00 exemp
tion, saving $500.00 for each minister" times 256 (the 
number of ministers recorded in the Yearbook) at 5 per 
cent or $6,400.00. 

The Ostfriesland Plan places the clergy in three classes, 
which correspond to the number of years of service and 
may well be classified as: CLass A (those who hav,e served 
from 1 to 10 years inclusive); Class B (those who have 
served, from 11-25 years inclusive); Class C (those who 
have served over 25 years). 

According to this plan Class A is to pay 3 per cent of 
their salary; Class B, 2 per cent; Class C, 1 per cent. Now 
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'we find approximately 116 ministers in Class A; some 92 
in Class B; and some 48 in .Class C. 

In figuring these, too, on the basis of $1300.00 a year, 
we have: • 
116 times $1300.00 times 3 percent or $4,524.00 (Class A) 
92 times $1300.00 times 2 per cent or $2,392.00 (Class B) 
28 times $1300.00 times 1 per cent or $ 624.00 (Class C) 

Approximate annual income of $7,540.00 
Grounds in favor of these plans are, that either one of 

them: 
a. Will add substantially to the Emeriti fund; 
b. Will help to silence criticism; 
c. Will create a new sympathy for the cause; 
d. Is in harmony with the declaration made by the 

Synod of 1932 in the cbarge to its committee 
(Acts 1932, p. 53, .under 9, 6) : "To recognize the 
possibili(y that a certain percentage of the mill" . 
ister's salary be devoted from year to year to 
this fund. 

Your Committee advises Synod to adopt the latter plan. 
Grounds: 
1. It is not in conflict with the declaration made by 

Synod of 1932. 
2. It will bring the largest contribution to the Emeritus 

fund. '. .. . 
3. It makes possible a fairer equitable division among 

the ministers. 

IV. Yonr Committee wishes to make the following 
recoinmendations for the execution of this plan: 

A. That the Emeritns Board shall have con trol over 
and regulate this fund. . 

B. That blanks be drawn up by the Emerihls Board, to be 
. sent to the ministers, wbo should contriihute to this fund, 
if the plan is adopted. And also application blanks to be 
submitted to those who wish to apply for relief. 

C. That all contributions shall be deposited into the 
Emeritus Fund.' . 

D. That percentage contributed shall be based on 
actual salary received, plus auto allowance. 
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E. That contributions by the clergy towards this fund 
shall begin July 31, 1934, and be paid in monthly pay
ments .. 

F. That special regulations shall be made by the 
Emeritus Board for ministers who can not pay the re
quired percentage .. 

V. Your 'Committee recommends that if this plan is' 
adopted by Synod, the assessment for the Emeritus fund 
be reduced to $1.50 per family. . 

Ground: 23,561 families (in our denomination) times 
$1.50 is $35,341.50 plus $7,540.00 (contrrbution of 
clergy) : $42,881.50. , 

VI. Your Committee recommends, that all rnlings 
hitherto made by Synod, which are in conflict with these 
proposals, shall be abrogated. 

* * * * * * * ~ * * 
After considerable discussion of the recommendations 

in the above report, from which it appears that it will be 
impossible in the limited time at Synod's disposal to work 
out a satisfactory plan, S;ynod decides as follows: 

1. To adopt the principle expressed in the third recom
mendation of the above Report, namely, that the clergy 
shall be asked to contribute to the Emeritus Fund accord
ing to a fixed scale. 

2. To appoint a Committee to make a thorough stndy 
of the plan outlined in the above .report, as well as those 
in the overtures bearing on this snbject, found in the 
Agenda, Part II, and to prepare a complete plan for the 
reorganization of the Emeritus Fund-this Committee to 
report to the Synod of 1936. , (Cf. Art. 169.) 

ARTICLE 162 
The Pre-advisory Committee on Protests (first gronp) 

no", presents its Report on the following protests: 

IV. SYTSMA-ROON·DE RUITER vs. CLASSIS ILLINOIS 
I. Your Committee finds that this protest is legally 

before Synod, as well as the following subsidiary ma
terial: 

A. An explanatory letter. 
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B. A protest addressed to Classis Illinois, Jan., 1934. 
C .. The answer of Classis. 
Rec.eived as information. 

II. The content of the Protest. 
A. The Historical Setting: 
On Oct. 9, 1933: the consistory of Oak Lawn, Ill., an

nounced a nomination for elders and deacons to the con
gregation. At' the next meeting of the consistory 
objections were brought in against some of the nominees 
npcm the grounds that they did not send their children to 
the Christian School, altho there was opportunity to do 
so. When it became known that one of the nominees was 

o opposed to the Chr .. School his name was taken from the 
nomination. Others who were not opposed to the Chr. 
School but did not send their children-their names were 
allowed to stand and the schednled election was carried 
ont. Three members, John Sytsma, Nanna Roon, and_ 
Joe de Rniter, lodged a protest against the consistory, 

o and later carried it to Classis. Obtaining no satisfaction 
from this body, they now appear before Synod. 

B. The specific request to Synod. We quote: 
1. "Kunnen znl!<e leden welke hunne kinder en naar 

de pubJieke lagere school zendel1, in aanmerldng komen 
voor ouderlingen en diakenen, indien er gelegenheid is 
om hunne kinderen naar de Christelijke School te 
zenden ?" 

2. "Zijn de gronden aangebracht gegrond, ja of neen? 
(Art!. 21 en 41, D. K. 0:)" 

3. "Indien er geprotesteerd wordt, zooals in ons geval, 
mag dan de kerkeraad door gaan met het houden der 
stemming door de gemeen te ?" 

Received as information. 

III. Disposal of the protest. 
Your Committee recommends that Synod declare: 
A. That, altho such as heartily support Christian in

struction do not thereby automatically qualify for the 
nomination of office-bearers yet Synod wishes to empha
size that this element should be given very weighty con-
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sideration, and advises consistories to do so, since our 
principles logically cltll for it and our Christian scho'lls 
are constantly in need of whole-hearted sUE port. from 
consistories. 

B. That Synod, however; does not sustain' the pro
testan ts in this particular instance. 

Gronnds: 
a. Local conditions in a congregation may make it 

difficult to find suitable material for office-bearers. 
Classis Illino~s judged that such is the condition in 
the case in hand. ' 

b. The nominees in question do' not in principle object 
to Christian instruction. • 

Adopted. 

V. DYKSTRA vs. SYNOD 
I. This protest of Mr. Martin Dykstra is legally before 

Synod. Its contents may be reproduced by quoting the 
following paragraph: 

"Ons protest, waarde broederen, is gericht, en tegen 
onzen kerkeraad, die, zonder' in Gods \Voord geldige 

. red en en te no em en, het gebod van de Synode (by which 
he lefers to Art. 62 of the Church, Order) op den Eijbel 
gegrond (referring to texts which speak of the cup in the 
institution of the Lord's Supper) moedwillig durfde 
schenden en verbreken, en tegen de Synode, diedeze over
treding van eigen bevel goedkeurde· in plaats van te 
veroordeelen," 

Received as information. 

II. Our answer to this protest. 
Your Committee recommends that Synod refer the 

brother to decisions of form\,r Synods in this matter (cf. , 
Acta,1918 and 1920), and declare that it sees no sufficient' 
reason for altering the stand then taken, ' 

Adopted. 

VI. VAN TIELEN-KESvs. SYNOD 
I. Information: 
In this case the Rev. J. L. Van Tielen and Mr. A. Kes 

protest against the decision of the 1932 Synod (cf. Acta 
p; 92, E, 2) which protest they tell us, has b'eeD. erroneous-
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ly construed by some as if they had obj ected to doing 
.mission work. The above reference reads in part as 
follows: "But we call the attention of Synod to the fact 
that Hoboken's church receives .$2;000.00 sUlbsidy. - It 

. seems to your Committee that this amount is so large that 
a certain amount of Mission work should be done in re
turn. We recommend that in consideration of this sub

'sidy Hoboken's consistory' be requested to do mission 
work to the extent commensurate with the subsidy re
ceived, and report regularly to the Home Mission Com
mittee with respect to this mission work. 

II, Grounds of the protest (not given at the tiIue the 
. protest was made in 1932) set forth in the document ad
dressed to Synod ·are three: 

A, "The decision in question was unnecessary and 
superfluous since mission work was being done and the 
consistory rendered a report regularly to Classis Hudson. 

B. "This. decision was a discrimination against the 
church of Hoboken because no other church of our de
nomination which receives subsidy is required to give a 
report of mission work done. Some subsidized 'churches 
are not required to do mission work. 

C. "The reason set forth for the decision was on ac
count of the subsidy granted, May we inform Synod that 
the subsidy has now been reduced from $2,000 to $1,400." 

III. The request of protestants: 
"That Synod rescind the decision' of 1932 and refer the 

matter to Classis Hudson for disposition;" 
Received as information. . 

. IV. Disposal.of the protest of the Rev. Vnn Tiel en and 
Mr. A. Kes. 

Your Committee recommends that Synod declare: 
A. That the decision in question was, not unnecessary 

and superfluons. 
Ground: The mission work to which Synod of 1932 

had reference was of a special nature a!ld under 
special circumstances, being due to the necessary 

. curtailment of the working force at the Seamen's 
Home. Hence it does nat conflict with the fact that 
mission work was regularly being performed bv 
Hoboken. ! -
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B. That said decision was not a discrimination against 
the Hoboken church, since Hoboken by virtue of location 
and situation was the only church by which this work 
could be carried out. ' 

Note.-One could hardly ask Glendale, Calif., to take 
over part of the work at the Seamen's Home. 

C. That the amount of subsidy granted is still essen
tially the same. The difference of $600.00 is due to the 
fact that the item of honse rent has heen eliminated. The 
subsidy-money used for the work proper is still the same 
as in 1932. 

Adopted. 

VII. LAMMERS vs. CLASSIS WISCONSIN 
I. Your Committee recommends that Synod declare 

that this protest of Mr. Benj amin Lammers is not legally 
before this body. 

Ground: ~Jthough the Stated Clerk of Classis Wiscon
sin was iuformed that this matter would be brought / 

, to Syuod, the Classis had no opportuuity to enter 
upon the material of this protest and to' give an 
answer to it, since Mr. Lammers made known his 
intention after the last meeting of Classis. 

Adopted. 

II. Your Committee further advises Synod that where
as it in no way appears thai Classis Wis,"onsin is unable 
to dispose of this· case, to. refer the brother to that body. 

Ground: Article 30 of our Church Order. 
Adopted. 

VIII. THE COLUMBUS CASE 
I. Your Committee informs Synod that two protests 

are legally before us: A protest of Abram Komclis,' and 
one of Sidney and Gertrude Kornelis, both against the 
decision .of the Synod of 1932 in this matter. 

II. Your Committee advises .Synod to declare : 
A. That comparison with the Acts of 1932 shows that 

no new material is presented in this matter, and that no 
proof is .offered that the prqcedure in this case was in
correct and that the conclusio,ns should be altered. 
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B. That SynGd therefGre abides by the decision 'Of the 
Synod 'Of 1932 (cf. Acts, pp. 184-186). 

Adopted. 

I ARTICLE 163 
President R. StGb 'Of Calvin CGllege 

with prayer and thanksgiving. 
clDses this sessiDn I 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 29 
. Twenty-fifth SessiGn 

ARTICLE 164 
SynGd sings Psalter N D. 264, and is led in prayer by the 

Rev. J. Vanden HGek. . 

ARTICLE 165 
CGntinnatiDnof the repDrt 'Of the Budget CGmmittee 

(cf. Art. 123) : 

IX. Church Help Committee. (Cf. Art. 31. SUpple
ment IV.) 

1. Examining the financial repGrt 'Of this CDmmittee, we 
learned that accGrding· to our cDnceptiGn, newly-'Organized 
cDngregatiGns are quite 'Often tGG hasty t'O acquire prGperty 
and build churches and parsGnages fDr their use. Result 
'Of tins actiDn is that we find variGus items 'Of indebtedness 
'On this financial repDrt which ShDUld nDt appear 'On it. HGw
ever, the debts have been incurred, in SDme cases many 
years agG, and cannot be paid 'Off nDW and very prGbably 
nDt in the future. 

TherefGre, YDur CGmmittee requests SynDd tG advise all 
newlY-Drganized cDngregatiGns and their ecclesiastical ad
visDrs nDt tG be hasty in acquiring 'Or tG assist in acquiring 
prGperty fDr church purpDses, unless, humanly speaking, 
the future 'Of a cGngregatiDn is qoite well assured. 

Adopted. • 

2. We alsD learned frDm this repGrt ,that SDme cDngre
gatiDns faithfully pay the required five percent per year 'Of 
the 'Original indehtedness, while 'Others dG nGt. NG dGubt, 
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, I 
some of them are not able to do so, wbile others possibly 
could repay at least something of their obligation. ,There
fore your Committee requests Synod to advise Church Help 
Commi ttee to send, in name of Synod, a circular letter to 
.the cOllgregations which are in arrears to this Fund, re
questing them if at all possible to meet their obligations. 

Adopted. . 

3. Regarding the Bradley Church. 
Your Committee learned that this matter referred to in 

the report of Church Help Committee pertains not to the 
Bradley church but the Bradley parsonage. 

The Bradley cougegatiou ceased to exist some years ago, 
leaving an unpaid debt of $850.00 with the Church Help 
Fund. Classis Gra.nd Rapids East, under whose super,"i· 
sion this property was in charge, sold the equity in the par
sonage for $667.00, retained $367.00 of it for Classical 
Home Mission purposes, and sent the balance, $300.00, as a 
final payment to the Church Help Fund. 

The committee in charge of Church Help Fund now asks 
whether the unpaid balance of the former Bradley church 
must be removed frqm, the books. 

Your Committee advises Synod to decide that the unpaid 
balance of the former Bradley church rimst remain open 

. on the books of Church Help Fund until the aforementioned 
$367.00 retained by Classis Grand Rapids East is paid by 
this Classis to this Fund. 

Adopted. 

X. Uniform System of Budgeting. 

Two overtures in regard to this matter were received: 
1. Overture of Classis Grand Rapids West: 
Classis overtures .syuod to adopt a more uniform system 

of budgetiugfor the various causes which, our churches are' 
supporting .. Grounds: 

1. Our present system is unbusinesslike. 
2. Our present system is unjust since. some treasuries 

are better supplied than others, and he that cries loud
est gets the most. 
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3. The least worthy may receive the' hest support. 
Your Committee does not deem it advisahle to appoint at 

this time a special Committee to study present methods of 
financing hecause a numher of suggestions in this direction 
have already been made by your Committee and approved 
by Synod. If they are faithfully carried out, future Synods 
will have Clearer iusight in financial methods and results. 

2. Overture of 'ClassisGrand Rapids Easl: , 
Classis overtures Synod: 
1. to appoint a strong committee, consisting of mlms

ters and laymen; which shall make a thorough study 
of the present methods of financing the various causes 
in whicb our Church is interested, in order that an 
improvement of ,reconstruction of our financial sys
tem 'may be brought about along sound business lines 
and in conformity with our Reformed Church polity. 

2. to make the above mentioned committee a standing 
committee, the function of which shall be 
a. to request and receive from the various general 

,boards or committees and their treasurers all in
formation it may desire; 

b. in the intermediate period between our synodical 
meetings to give to the Church at large such advice, 
as it deems necessary for a righ.t and fair distribu
tion of our financial resources; 

c. to give to every synodical meeting a full report of 
its findings and to give advice and guidance in all 
financial matters at such synodical meetings. 
~eason: Largely as 'a result of the depression cer· 
taiu irregularities have become apparent in our 
presen t system of collecting and disbursing funds, 
as for example: 
1) The moneys contributed by our people are not 
, distributed according to the relative importance 

and need of the various causes supported by 
our churches. In appealing for funds strong 
emphasis is often laid on certain phases of 
kingdom work, while other equally worthy 
causes, which are not so strongly stressed, suf
fer and do not receive their just share'. Quotas 
are urged upon our people with a force as if 
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. they were assessments. It is too much a mat
ter of "the louder your appeal the more you 
reap," 

2) In regard to our foreign or l1eatheu mission we 
are laboring nnder a dual system. We bave 
churches and. Classes supporting missionaries 
and we have Women's Missionary Unions do

'ing the same, without being under any ecclesi
astical supervision. Consequently there is cre
ated a certain competition in the collection of 
funds. with the result that some missionaries 
receive their full salaries, while others do not; 
or some receive pro-rata a greater part of their 
salaries than others. This is unfair and is apt 
to lead to dissatisfaction on the mission field. 

3) Our people are not sufficiently informed as to 
:what is being done with the money they have 
contributed. Tbere is an impression, justly or 
unjustly, that things are being done under cover 
and kept from the public. Publicity creates 
confidence and confidence promotes interest 
and co-operation. 

Advice of your Committee: 
In view of reasons given under a, b,and c of Overturc 

of Classis Grand Rapids East, your Committee advises-
a. That if at any time a real financiaf calamity exists in 

any~nterprise of our denomination, appeal for relief 
should not be made except with full approval of its 
Executive Committee, and therefore not by one indi
vidual. At the same time such an appeal should only 
be made when a re.al calamity exists because calamity 
appeals are very detrimental to other Kingdom causes. 

b. That no Board or Committee should ever intimate in 
their correspondence or in public writings that so
called quotas are assessments. 

c. That as much publicity as possible in our church 
papers should be given to the activities, including 
financial expenditures, of all our denomiuational enter
prises, in order that our people may learn how the 
ntoheys which they contribute are spent. 

Adopted. 
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XI. Quota General Home Mission. (Cf; Art. 90, VII, 
and Art. 165, XVII and XIX.) 

Yonr Committee advises that the date on which the 
quota of $1.30 per family for General Home Missions Com
mittee pnrposes shall go into effect be left to the discretion 
of this Committee, and be based upon the financial needs 
of the various Classes . 
. Adopted., (See XVII, below.) 

XII. Hoboken Church. 

Hoboken Church reqnests Synod to sell to her the church 
building it now occupies at 310 Hudson St., Hoboken, N. J., 
for $5,000.00, provided they will receive $3,000.00 from 
Church Help. Although yonr Committee desires very much 
to see this congregation possess its own building, we cannot 
see how it can be to its advantilge under present circnm
stances if it is reasonably assnred of undisturbed occu
pancy. 

At the same time your Committee points ont 'that at the 
very lowest depression price this property is now worth 
$6,000.00, and possibly more. Besides this, if this congre· 
gation should now obtain this property and place a mort
gage on it to make necessary alterations, the possibility is 
tha t this property may revert to the mortgagee and be lost 
to our denomination to which it belongs. 

At the same time it would be impossible at the preseut 
time for Church Help Fund to furnish the Hoboken chnrch 
with $3,000.00 cash. 

, Therefore, we advise Synod: 
a. Not to accept the offer of the Hoboken church. 
b. That the Hohoken church be informed that it can 

have undisturhed occupancy of the chnrch building 
for an indefinite period, provided it pays for all alter
ations and for the insurance premium of a fire insur
ance policy for $6,000. 

c. That the Hobokeu churcb buildiug will not be sold 
except with the stipulatiou that Hobokeu congregatiou 
shall have two years in which to vacate. 
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d. That in case. this property is sold by our denomina· 
tion, the Hoboken church shall be reimbursed for all 
alterations paid for by the cOIJgregation. TMs re-im
bursement to be based on original cost, less deprecia
tion, but may not exceed $1,000. 

Adopted. 

XIII.. Overture of Class;s Zeeland pertaining to receiv
ing moneys for disapproved canses. 

This overtnre reads as follows: 
"Classis Zeeland overtures Synod that it request· our 

classical treasurers not to receive any money for causes dis
approved by Synod. Reason: It is inconsistent to receive 
money for causes disapproved by Synod." 

Your Committee advises Synod not to approve this over· 
ture. Reasons: Synod has no jurisdiction in this matter, 
because each Classis is entitled to instruct its Treasurer 
pertaining to the receiving of any or all funds. 

Adopted. 

XIV . . Synod;c{]J1 Treasurer's Report. (Supplement I b.) . 
Your Committee advises: 
1. To approve the system now followed by the Treas

urer, viz., to use the two Yearbooks between synodical 
meetings as a basis for the number of families. 

Adopted .. 

_~. That on account of a misunderstanding pertaiuing to 
synodical aid· to Classis California for classical travel
ing expenses, the Synodical Treasurer be advised tbat 
this matter be left as it now stands and that no·further 
payments be made to Classis California for the past. 

Adopted. 

·3. Regarding synodical aid to Classis Pacific for travel
ing expenses in connection with its classical meetings, 
your Committee, after consulting with the delegates of 
this Classis, advises Synod: 
a. To aid Classis Pacific for a period of two years, on 

a basis of 50 cents per familY: 
. b. To instrnct the Synodical Treasnrer to pay the ar

rears, if possible, for one classical meeting held 
in the past. 

Adopted. 
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4. Your Committee calls the attention of Synod to the 
special need of funds to meet the obligations of this 
treasury. A loan of $2,500.00 had to he negotiated in 
order to take care of traveling and other syuodical ex
penses. This loan must he paid as soon as possible. 

Therefore we advise Synod to request our delegates 
to call the attention of, their Classes and Classical 
Treasurers to the following: 
a. The amount of arrear ages which are long overdue 

to this Fund. 
b. The absolute necessity of congregations, if at all 

possible, to pay their arrearages and the first year's 
assessment of 25 cents per family, within the next 
three months. 

Adopted. 

XV. Indian Mission' and China Mission quota. (Cr. 
A,!. 123, VIII.) 

The Budget approved by Synod for Indian Mission and 
China Mission is $67,786.00. To this must be added an ac
tual cash deficit of $4,803.00, making a total of $72,589.00. 
The Board of Missions in its report to SyilOd requests a 
quota per family of $3.60 for Indian Missions, and 8(} cents 
for China Missions, ,or a total of $4.40 per family. Com
pared with last year's quota of $5.50 this is $1.10 less. 

However, in its report to Synod the Board of Missions 
added an estimated deficit of $25,000.00 to the actual cash . 
defici t of $4,803.00, and on the basis of the actual figures of 
the approved budget plus the actual cash deficit, your Com
mittee has figured the quota. 

Therefore, your Committee advises Synod to adopt a total 
quota of $3.75 per family per year for hoth Indiau and 
China Missions. 

Adopted. 

XVI. . Overture Classis Grand Rapids East: 

"Classis requests Synod for more detailed reports respect
ing the financial side of our Mission personnel and fields, 
hoth in New Mexico and China. Ground: The Church 
must be conceded the right to know what salaries are paid 

, I' 
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our Mission personnel, and what allowance is made for 
automobile expenditures, additional allowances, etc." 

Your Committee requests Synod to declare that this over"' 
ture has been complied with in the detailed financial report 

-of the Board of Missions submitted to this Synod. 
Adopted. 

XVII. Request of the delegates of the Classes Pella, Ost· 
friesland, Sioux Center, and Orange City, pertaining to the 
calling of a home missionary for Des Moines, Minneapolis, 
and other places (cf. Art. 100). 

The Pre-advisory Committee on Missions advises as fol
lows on this matter: 

"Your Committee advises Synod to decide that, though 
this matter does not come to Synod in the regular way, the 
necessity ~nd urgency of this work justifies the overriding 
of the technicalities of procedure, Synod approve the re
quest of these Classes for support from the General Home 
Mission Fund to an amount not to- exceed $2,000.00, and 
that this amount be placed on the Budget." 

Your Committee advises Synod to approve the request of 
these Classes upon the following conditions: 

a. that the General Home Mission Committee Treasury 
shall pay one-half of the required amount, but not to 
exceed $2,000.00 per year. -

b. that the other half shall be paid by the four interested 
Classes. 

c. that if above advice is adopted by Synod, Synod shall 
raise the quota for General Home Mission work from 
$1.20 to $1,30 per family. 

Adopted. (Cf. XI, above.) 

XVIII. Financial Report of Publication Committee. 
Your Committee informs Synod that it has examined the 

financial statements of the Publication Committee, made up 
by an outside accountant, and f{lUnd them to be in very good 
shape. We have no suggestions to make pertaining to this 
Committee. 

Received as information. 
- . 
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XIX. Assessments and Quotas. 

In so far as they have not already been adopted by Synod, 
your Committee advises the adoption of the following as- . 
sessments and quotas: 

Assessments: 

Quotas: 

Calvin College and Seminary .................... $3.00 
Emeritus Fund ........................................... _ -1.60 
Synodical Treasury.................................... .25 
Indian and China Missioll ............. __ .......... _ 3.75 
General Home Mission ............................... _ 1.30 
Chicago Hebrew Mission ................ $ .50 
Paterson· Hebrew Mission............ .25 

, .75 
Church Help (one 'collection per year)._ .50 
South America H II "".. .15 

Total assessments and quo,tas .. , ..... $11.30 

(The total assessments and quotas' per. family in 1930 amounted to 
$18.50; in 1932, $14.00.) . 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 166 
\ 

Continuation of the Report of the Pre-advisory Com
o mittee on Protests (second group) : 

V. REQUEST REV. AND MRS. DE GROOT 
The Rev. and Mrs. W. De Groot come to Synod with the 

request to rescind the decision of the Synod of 1932 (cf. 
Acts, p. 183), and to reopen their case. They offer two 
grounds for their request. 

. NOTE: This request, together with the reply of the PrB-' 
Advisory Committe!,!, adopted by Synod, is preserved in the. 
archives of Synod. 

1. Your Committee advises Synod to declare that the 
grounds adduced by the Rev. and Mrs. De Groot for their 
request to rescind the decision of 1932 are not valid, and 
that Synod therefore does not graut the request. 

Adopted. 

2. Your Commitee further advises that a copy of our 
reply be sent to this brother a~d sister. 

Adopted. 
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VI. GODEKE vs. CLASSIS ORANGE CITY 
,De zaak van Mr. A. 'Godeke is voor de Synode van 1932 

geweest. Deze Synode was van oordeeI, dat de. broeder 
geen grond had voor protest (Acts, pp. 176, 177). 

Nu beweert de broeder, dat zeker,e feiten aan het Iicht 
gekomeri ziju, die duideIijk; bewijzen, dat de uitspraak der 
Synode van 1932 herroepen dient te worden. 

De kerkeraad van Pease, Minn., en de Classis Orange City 
hebben kennis genomen van hetgeen door broeder Godeke 
,werd ingebracht. Beide zijn van oordeel, dat er niets 
hieuws naar voren werd gebracht. Nu vraagt hij de Synode 
hierove, uitspraak te doen. 

NOTE: Dit protest en het antwoard der Commissie van Prae
advies worden in de archieven der Synode bewaard. . 

Uwe Commissie adviseert de Synode te besluiten: 
1. Dat er in zijn protest niets gevonden wordt, dat der 

Synode van 1932 nkt bekend was, eh dat er niets 
wordt aangevoerd, dat de Synode zou noodzaken deze 
zaak te heropenen. 

2. Den broeder een copie van ons antwoord te doen loe
komen. 

Aangenomen. 

ARTICLE 167 
A letter from Mr. S. Hugh Paine, representing the 

Gideons, and telling albout the work done by this organi
zation in placing Bibles in hotel guest rooms all over the 
United States, is rea<l and received as information. 

On motion is is decided to place this organization on the 
list of approved causes, which are recoinmended by Synod 
'to our churches for their moral and' financial support. 

ARTICLE 168 
Continuation of the Report of the Pre-advisory Com

mittee on Church Order and Emeriti Matters (cf. ArL 
145): 

XVII. Report of the Emeritus Board (Agenda II, p. 
227: Supplement XI!.). 

Your Committee recoinmends: 
A. To receive this Report as information. 
Adopted. 
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B. To refer the appointment of members of this Board 
to the Committee on Appointments. 

Adopted. (Cf. Art. 169.) 

C.' To approve the following emeritations: 
Classis Hudson: Rev. J. Timmerman. 

,Classis Wisconsin: Revs. J. O. Vos and Wm. Borgman. 
Clasis Pacific: Revs. I. Westra, M. Borduin, and D. II. 

Muyskens. 
Classis Pella: Rev. J. J. Dyk. 
Adopted. 

D. Your Committee has duly considered the requests' 
for allowances from the Emeritus Fund. We ohserve that 
there is much irregularity in this matter iu spite of the 'Very 
definite decision adopted in 1930, Acts, p. 88: "Every sy
nodical year the consistories shall state what is needed for 

i . the snpport of the Emeriti, widows, and orphans under their 
supervision." The Emeriti can be gronped as follows: 
(1) for many complete requests have been made; (2) for 
quite a few requests have been made, but &tating no / 
amonnts; (3) for quite, a few no request is at hand. 

Your Committee recommends that Synod remind the con
sistories of the above named decision and state that hence
forth no allowances be granted unless the above named rule 
is complied with. , 

Adopted. It is further decided that the Emeritus Board 
sPall in due season remind all beneficiaries of this Fund 
that they must apply for renewal of their allowances every 
synodical year. 

E. Your Committee has duly considered the matter of 
allowances to be granted for the next two years. It would 
like to recommend that at least as much as was granted 
two years ago be granted now. However, although there 
is here and there a local improvement of financial condi
tions, yet, in general, our hopes caimot be raised too high.' 
Hence your Committee in its recommendations has further 
reduced the allowances, with the h6peand expectation'that, 
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with the reduced assessment and further financial improve
ment, the fun allowance will be paid. 

Approved. 

F .. \Ve recommend that Synod approve the following 
allowances: . 
Rev. J. Manni .......................... $800 Mrs. J. Haveman ....... _ ...... ____ .. $700 
Rev. J. Wyngaardell ...... ____ .... 800 
Mrs. B. Post ............................ 400 

Mrs. N. Gelderloos .............. _. 600 
Mrs. J. Smitter ........ _ .............. 400 

Rev. J. A. Westervelt. ___________ 700 Mrs. E. Breen .. _ ....... 400 
Mrs. C. Van Houten. __________ ._. 500 Rev. W. P. De Jonge .............. 800 
Mrs. H. M. Vander Ploeg. ___ 400 
Rev. W. Kole... ....................... 600 

Rev. J. B. Hoekstra ... _ .......... 700 
Mrs. R. Vande KiefL ....... __ . 400 

Rev. A. Keizer._ ..... __ ._ .. _ .. ~_._ .. __ 600 Rev. Theo. W. R. Van ILoo .... 600 
Rev. J. A. Gerritsen .............. 6'00 Mrs. P. Yff ............................. 500 
Rev. S. Bouma ....... __ ... ________ .... 600 Mrs. J. Vissia ....................... 400 
Mrs. J. Robbert ...................... 500 Mrs. J. B. Jonkman __ ... __ ....... 400 
Mrs. H. Tuls .......................... 600 Mrs. M. J. Bosma ......... __ ....... 400 
Rev. J. Timmennan._ ..... __ ..... 700 
-Mrs: Wm. Kuipers ___ ........ __ ... 800 
Rev. J. Plesscher, Sr .. __ . ___ ..... 600 
Mrs. J. H. Grues-sing .. _______ ... 500 
Mrs. C. Bode .......................... 400 

Mrs. B. Zwaagman ....... _ ...... _. 500 
Rev. P. Jonker, Sr .... _ ............ 600 
Rev. E. Van Korlaar ... ___ ...... 800 
Mrs. A. J. Brink. .... __ ............. 400 
Rev. P. Steen .............. _ ....... __ .. 800 

Mrs. G. L. Hoefker ................ 400 Mrs. H. Temp-le .. _ ..... _ ............. 400 
Mrs. J. G. Pies-scher .... __ ........ 300 Mrs. S. S. Vander Heide._ .. __ 400 
Rev. J. Gulker ......................... 600 
Mrs. J. H. Schultz .................. 200 

Rev. J. O. Vos ...................... 600 
Rev. J. B. Vanden Hoek. ..... 600 

Mrs. H. J. Heynen ................ 500 
Mrs. P. Van Vliet.. ................ 400 

Rev. J. Keizer ........ ___ ............... 600 
Rev. K. Poppen ... _ .. __ , .......... __ . 600 

Mrs. A. W. Meyers. _______________ 150 
Rev.J. J. Dyk ........................ 800 
Mrs. J. Groen ...... ____ .. __ ...... _____ . 500 

Rev. F; Welandt ....... ____ .. ___ .. __ 600 
Mrs. A. Dekker ...... _ .. __ ......... __ 600 
Rev. H. Fryling ...................... 600 

Mrs:. P. J. 'Hoekenga_~:_ .......... 600 
Mrs. D. Weidenaar ................ 400 

Rev. J. A. Rottier ..... __ .. __ ....... 800 
Rev'- H. Ahuis .... ___ ..... __ ............ 600 

Mrs. F. Stuart ............. _ ...... __ .. 400 Mrs. M. Vander Heide." .. __ .. : 500 
Mrs. H. J. Haarsma ..... ____ .. ___ 500 Rev. l\1. Borduin ...... ____ . __ ....... 600 
Mrs. C. Cooper .. __ .. __ ....... ______ . 400 
Mrs. 'J. C .. Kruithof.. .............. 300 

Rev. D. H. Muyskens .... __ ...... 600 
Rev. H. Kamps ....................... 600 

Mrs. E. J. Tuuk ...................... 500 
TOTAL ....................... $35,100 

Decided to refer this list to the Emeritus Board with 
power to make the necessary adjustments. 

G. Your Committee recommends that Synod adopt an 
assessment of $1.60 per family for this Fund. 

Adopted. 

H. Your Committee has had much difficulty in deter
mining the allowances because of lack of information. 
Hence we recommend that the Emeritus Board be instructed 
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to install a card index system, wherein a record of all the 
necessary facts may he kept. 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 169 
The report of the OOlnmittee on Appointments is now 

presented: by the Reporter, the Rev. R. J. Frens: 

YC\ur Committee advises the following appointments: 
1. Synodical Committee: Rev. W. P. Van \Vyk, Rev .. 1. 

Van Dellen, Rev. E. F. J. Van [Ialsema. 
2. Stated Clerk, 4 years, Dr. H. Beets. Alt., Rev. D. 

Zwier. . 
3. Synodical Treasurer: Mr. Tony,Noordewier. Assist

ant: Mr. Henry Voss. 
4. Representative National Christian Association: Rev. 

J. Putt. Alternate: Rev. G. Hoeksema. 
5. Representative American Bible' Society: Rev. J. 

Beebe. Alternate: Rev. J. T. Hoogstra. 
6. General Treasurer Jewish Missions: Re',l. J. L. Van 

Tielen. Alternate: Rev.P. Holwerda. 
7. Committee for the Work in South America: Dr. H. 

Beets, Dr. M. J. Wyngaarden, Rev. H. Blystra, Rev. J. Wyn
gaarden, Rev. D. D. Bonnema. 

8. Committee in re Baptism of adopted children was 
automatically reappointed siuce the Committee was can· 
tinued. 

9. Committee on Religious Education: Three members 
were up for reappointment. Mr. A, Peters, Prof. A. J. 
Rooks, Rev. W. Stuart. 

10. Committee tor Psalter Hymnal: Rev. H. J. Kuiper. 
Rev. D. Zwier, Prof. H. J. G. Van Andel, Prof. S. Swets, Mr. 
H. Denkema, Mr. J. B. Hulst. 

11. Committee tor Revision of Mission Order: Rev. 1. 
Van Dellen, Dr. G. Goris, Rev. P. De Koekkoek, Rev. L. Vell· 
kamp, Dr. W. Bode. 

12. Committee tor study of Methods of Home Mission 
Work: Rev. H. J. Kuiper, Dr. C. Bouma, Rev. W. Stuari, 
Rev. H. Baker, Mr. J. B. Hulst, Rev. J. R. Brink. 

13. Representatives Lord's Day Alliance: Rev. J. J. 
Hiemenga, Dr. H. Beets. 
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'14. Committee for preparation of Synodical Reports: 
Mr. J. B. Hulst. SupervIsor. Members of CommIttee: Mr. 
H. Voss. Third member to be chosen by the other two. 

15. Committee ori Sunday SChool Lessons: Rev. K. 
Bergsma, Rev. L. J. Lamberts, Rev. J. K. Van Baalen, Rev. 
W. P. Van Wyk. 

16. Committee on Church Help: Rev. D. De Beer, Rev. 
C. Groot, Mr. H. Vermeer, Rev. J: Mulder, alternate. 

17,. Members of Publication Committee: Rev. E. B. 
Pekelder (two years), J. B. Hulst, Rev. J. J. Steigenga, 
Jacob Feenstra, Rev. H. Baker. ' 

18. Committee on Birth Control: Rev. J. J. Weersing, 
Dr. H. Ryskamp, Dr. G. J. Stuart, Dr. J. Mulder, Rev. D. D. 
Bonnema. 

19. Committee' on Organization ot Church in China: 
Rev. H. Keegstra, Prof: D~ H. Krommmga, Dr. S. Volbeda, 
Dr. H. Beets, Dr. J. C. De Korue. A man from our China 
force to be designated by the China force. 

20. Committee to col/ect Historical Documents: (Art. 
96, VII): Dr. H. Beets, Prof. D. H. Kromminga. 

21. Committee for Study of the phrase referring to 
"schools" in Art, 41, Ch. Order: Dr. H. Kuiper, Rev. P. A. 
Hoekstra, Mr. A. S. De Jong, Rev. F. Doezema, Mr. N. Yff. 

22. Committee on Synodical Delegation: Rev. E. Kooi
stra, Rev. J. M. Vande Kieft, Rev. J. Beebe, Rev. H. Triezen-, 
berg, Rev. P. Van Dyk. 

23. Committee for Revision of Rules for Synodical 
Committee: Rev. R. L. Haan, Rev. J. Gritter, R,ev. J. M: 
Dykstra, Rev. A. Wassink. 

24. Committee for Course in Evangelism in Seminary: 
Dr. Y. P. De Jong, Dr. H. H. Meeter, Prof. L. Berkhof, Prof. 
M. J. Wyngaarden, Rev. W. Van Peursem. 

25~ Committee for MisBionary Training and Bible 
School: Rev. H. Bel, Rev. Wm. Stuart, Dr. H. J. Van Zyl, 
Prof. H. Schultze, Rev. J. K. Van Baalen. 
, 26. Committee on Divorce: Rev. Z. Sherda, Rev. W. 
Heudriksen, Rev. G. Hoeksema, Dr. C. Bouma;'Prof. D. H. 
Kromminga. 

27. Committee onl Proposed Plan for Emeritus Fund: 
, Rev. L. Veltkamp, Rev. J. De Haan, Jr., Dr. Win. Bode, Rev. 
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A. Dusseljee, Rev. S. Fopma, Mr .. H. R. Gezon, Mr. George 
Ottenhof, Mr. E .. W. Hoogsteerr. 

28. Committee for Emeritus Fund: Mr. H. Hekman, 
. Rev. J. O. Bonwsma, Mr. W. Bareman, Rev. R. J. Bos, Mr. 
George Vander Werp. Alternates: Mr. EdwaJ:d'Wierenga, 
Rev. H. E. Oostendorp, Mr. George B. 'TinhoH. 

29. Synodicqi Deputies ad Examina; 
CLASSIS. DELEGAT:E: 

California ___ ........ ___ ........ Rev. J. J. Werkman 
G. R. EasL._ ..... __ ......... :.Rev. Z. J. Sherda 
G. R. West.____ .... Rev. R.. Veldman 
Hackensack __ .. ___ , ...... ' __ .. __ Rev. J. T. Hoogstra 
''Holland- _______ ... ___ ... ___ .. ____ .Rev. L. Veltkamp 
Hud'son ..... __ ... __ .............. Rev. C. Spoelhoi 
Illinois __ .. __ ......... __ . _____ ..... Rev. C. De Leeuw 
Muskegon .. ____ ................ Rev. J. P. De Vries 
-Orange- City : .... ___ . __ .. ___ .. Rev. A. B. Voss 
Ostfriesland ........ __ ...... __ Rev. J. M. Voortman 
Pacific ____ .. __ .......... ___ . __ .... Rev. J. M. Byleveld 
Pella .... , ..... _ ...... __ .. " ..... ___ ".Rev. K .. Berg~ma 
Sioux Center ..... _ ........ __ .. Rev. A. Wassink 
Wisconsin _ ......... __ .......... Rev. Wm. Terpsma 
Zeeland ............................ Rev. E. J. Krohne 

Adopted. 

ARTICLE 170 

ALTERNATE 

Rev. C. Van Dyk 
Rev. D. D. Bonnema 
Rev. G. J. Haan 
Rev.' D. De Beer 
Rev. N. J. Monsma 
Rev. P. Holwerda 
Dr. M. Van Dyke 
Rev. S. P. Eldersveld' 
Rev. J. Ehlers 
Rev. A. Folkema 
Rev. J. Vanden Hoek 
Dr. R. J. Danhof 
Rev. G. Gritter 
Rev. N. Jansen 
Rev. G. J. Vande Riet 

It is moved and carried that all those who have served 
Synod in any special capacity shall receive a remuneration 
as a token of appreciation. 

This matter is entrnsted to a Committee consisting of the 
Rev. H. Baker, two members of the Consistory of the call- . 
ing church, together with the Synodical Treasnrer. . 

ARTICLE 171 
Synod decides to meet again, the Lord willing, in Calvin 

College, Grand Rapids, Mich., in the year 1936. The Oak
dale Park church is designated to call Synod together at the 
appointed time. 

In connection with this it is decided to request the calling -
chnrch in each synodical year to tr?nsmit all the data per
tainiilg to the preparation for the synodical gathering to 
the succeeding calling church, in order that the proper ar
rangements for the meeting may be facilitated. 



186 CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

ARTICLE 172 
The Committees appointed by Synod to express its sym

pathy with the Revs. J. Manni and E. Van Korlaar report 
that these brethren highly appreciate this thoughtfulness on 
the part of Syuod and wish all the delegates God's choicest 
blessings. This is received as information. 

ARTICLE 173 
The Clerk reads the minutes of the twenty-fourth and 

the twenty-fifth sessions, which are approved by Synod. 

ARTICLE 174 
,There being no more business on hand, the President of 

Synod now speaks as follows: 

DEAR BRETHREN: 
As Synod we have concluded our work. The clariou note 

sounded in the opening prayer-service by the esteemed Vice
President of our last Synod, the Rev. H. J. Kuiper, we have 
tried to heed. The many prayers offered in our behalf have 
been answered, we believe, as we undertook our work in 
the fear of the Lord. 

The two parts of the Agenda foretold ns that our task 
would not be easy, nor our labors few. The forthcoming 
Acts of this Synod will bear me out in this assertion. Im
portan t issues loomed up, touching practically every phase 
of our church activities, both in doctrine and life. The 
problems of Calvin College and Seminary received careful 
attention. In missions we have had faith to believe that 
we should not retrench, no, not even in these trying times. 
The work in Sonth America and on our Indian Mission field 
is to be enlarged, as God leads the way. The ever-growing 
number of protests demanded a great deal of our time, and 
were carefully weighed before action was taken. 

A gpodly number of our delegates this time were young 
meu, causing some to fear that this Synod would be a weak
ling.' Experience has shown, however, that such fears were 
altogether unfounded. Our young men quitted themselves 
well of their task. . . 

Our meetings were marked by a wonderful spirit - a 
spirit of unity and co-operation. There was a profound loy

. alty to the faith of the fathers, an earnest desire to be true 
to the trust c()mmitted to us in our credentials. 
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The strenuous and efficient efforts of the various pre
advisory committees eased our task greatly. The valuable 
advice of our Seminary professors, together with that of 
the President of Calvin College, our Stated Clerk, Dr. H. 
Beets, and our veteran missionary, the Rev. L. P. Brink, 
was highly appreciated. To all of tllese,as well as to the 
members of Synod, I herewith express my sincere thanks. 

A word of appreciation is due to the "calling church" 
and its pastor for the admirable arrangements made for 
Synod; to Mr. J. B. Hulst for the preparation and distri
bution of the many reports, copied so carefully by the effi
cient typists; to Mr. Henry Voss and Mr. E. Norden for 
their help rendered before and during the meetings of 
Synod; also to Mr. and Mrs. A. K.ett and their associates 
for the royal manner in which they entertained the dele
gates. To all I wish to express my sincere thanks. 

Allow.me to express my great appreciation for the valu
able aid given to me by the able Vice-President aud the 
ever-ready and accurate Clerks of Synod, and finally to all 
of you for your kind consideration shown me as I was privi
leged to preside over this body. Now we shall soon disband. 
May the Lord guide you all safely to your homes, and may 
the inspiration received here give us all a new vision of the 
great work God bas entrusted to onr care. 

And above all do we feel grateful to our God and Savior, 
the Heaa of the Church, for His presence and guidance. 
May He crown our labors with His choicest blessings, and 
forgive all that may have been amiss. May His Spirit rest 
upon all of our churches and all their members. May He keep 

, us, together with our youth, the childreu of the covenant, 
in iliese days of visitation and apostasy, and give us faith to 
go on in the power of His strength. May we always be 

. found true and loyal to the faith once for all delivered un to 
the saints. . 

In conclusion, let us receive the message of Paul to 
Timothy: . 

"I charge thee iu the sight of God, who giveth life to all 
things, and of Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate wit
nessed ilie good confession, that iliou keep the· command
ment, without spot, without reproach, until the appearing 
of our Lord Jesus Christ; which in its own times he shall 
show, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of 
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kings, and Lord of lords; who only hath immortality, dwell
ing in light unapproachable; whom. no man hath seen, nor 
can see; to whom be honor and power eternal. Amen," 

ARTICLE 175 
The Vice-President, in response to the above address, 

speaks in substance as follows: 
"Mr, President, we all feel that Synod's choice of you as 

its PresidenLwas amply justified. You have guided our de
liberations with much kindness and patience, as well as 
with the wisdom born of former experience. Tbe relation
ship between the cbair and the floor has been most excel
lent. In name of Synod I thank you most heartily for your 
leadership. May the Lord grant you many more years of 
service in His Kingdom and His Church." 

ARTICLE 176 
At the request of the President all delegates now rise from 

their seats, and unite in singing the Doxology: "Praise 
God from Whom all bles,sings flow," after which the Presi
dent leads in offering the Lord's Prayer. 

A True Copy. 

W. P. VAN WVK, President. 
H. KUIPER, Vice-President. 
D. ZWIER, First Clerk. 
J. M.· VANDE KIEFT, Second Clerk. 

, ~rkIi;/.~ 
~ 

737 Madison Ave., S. E., Grand Rapids, Mich., U. S. A. 
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SUPPLEMENTS 

SUPPLEMENT I-a 

REPORT OF SYNODICAL COMMITTEE 

DEAR BRETHREN OF SYNOD: 

SINCE our last Synod' our Stated Clerk has, until the 
Eighteenth Amendment was repealed, signed various 

applications for Communion wine. He has also furnished 
,information to various bodies which inquired about things 
pertaining to our denomination, such as statistics, principles, 
etc. He has also written on our Church and its missionary 
activities in papers published in South Africa, the Dutch East 
Indies, and in the Netherlands. 

Moreover; it was a privilege for him to have our Synodical 
Committee delegate him entirely at his own expense, to rep
resent our denomination at the General Synod of the Re
formed Churches in session last year at Middelburg. His 
address to the Synod has appeared in our papers and need 
not require space in the Acts of our Synod. While at Mid
delburg he made a plea for continued support of our work 
at Hoboken and obtained some money for the work in Can
ada, while t'here have been conferences with ,him on the 
work in South America, as reports on our activities in that 
part of the world are indicating. 

Last December the attention of our Synodical Committee 
was called to the deplorable condition of our Synodical 
Treasury. The statement was made, "In June, 1930, the 
sum of $10,855,18 was on band in this fund. Two years 
later the amount was $8,161.49. Since that time less than 
$4,500 was received from the churches, while about twice 
that amount was disbursed, so that at the time the balance 
on hand dwindled to $2,807.06, But since more than one 
thousand dollars of this balance was impounded (in the 
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hands of bank receivers) the available funds at the time of 
writiug amounted to about $1,700. The list of contemplated 
expenditures was as follows: 
Subsidy: to Cl. Pacific and California for classical meetings ____ $1,350.00 
Printing of Acts of Synod (bas'ed on preceding' synods) _ .... _____ 1,086.27 
Traveling expenses pf delegates .................... __ ......................... _____ 5,000.00 

$7,436.27 

As "The Banner" stated, "These figures reveal a startling 
fact, that unless the churches pay their assessments for this. 
fund there .will be no Synod, or Syuod will be unable to pay 
its bills." 

'Without assuming responsibility for the above state
ments, your Committee reauzed the seriousness of ·the finan
cial situation, the more so since as we learned, the~Treas
urer of Synod had done his utmost to collect the quotas 
looked for. In view of this condition of affairs the Michigan 
members of your Committee consulted with their fellow
member, the Rev. I. Van Dellen, who stated he did not feel 
much for advising our Classes to send only Jour delegates 
because it would not save so very much. "Besides," he 
stated, "in the multitude of counsellors there is safety. 
The wise king seemingly was deeply convinced of this 
truth, for he stated it three times. It .holds especially in 
times of distress. Suppose not all Classes. act f'!-vorably ou 
onr suggestion. What then? It may lead to much confu
sion.. I do not like the responsibility as memher of the 
Synodical Committee. I would suggest that the brethren 
who think it best to give this advice do so personally and 
not in their official capacity as Synodical Committee." 

After this was discussed by the Michigan members of the 
Committee the following communication was sent to the 
Stated Clerks of our fifteen Classes: 

"The attention of the Synodical Committee has been 
called especially in "The Banner" of Dec. 15, 1933, to the 

, depleted condition of our Synodical Treasury. About 
$7,500 will be needed if we are to pay the expenses of the 
Synod of 1934. At this time only $1,700 is available. It 
was suggested, to cut down expenses, to reduce u.Je num
ber of classical delegates to Synod from six to four each. 
This looks good to your Committee, provided it is applied 
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to Classes in and near our ceutre as well as to those farther 
away. In the interests of equality. 

"Now we suggest to you, for we cannot do more, that' 
Synod be composed of four delegates from each Classis, 
provided tbat at least eight of our fifteen Classes favor this. 
So we suggest that six be elected as usual. But that four 
be designated Jo attend Synod in case at least eight of our 
Classes vote in favor of tbis. Kiildly consider this sugges
tion. No doubt you will take such other measures as were 
suggested as to reducing expenses arid obtaining from our 

, churches still in arrears, the quota for synodical expenses. 
"Submitting this to your consideration and awaiting offi

cial reply from your Stated Clerk to whom this is sent, 
"By order of the Synodical Committee, 

. ~'. _____________________________ S. C." 

When this communicatiou was sent out no doubt a tech-
, , nical mistake was made hecause the Synodical Committee 

, as indicated by the ahove was not a unit on ,the matter. 
The omission of this was, however, not done on purpose, 
the idea having been that the majority speak~ for the Com
mittee. May we add to this that we had no other' purpose 
than the benefit of the churches in mind when the Micbigan 
members of the Committee sent out the above suggestion, 
for more it was not, to the various Classes. 

While in the Netherlands the Stated Clerk was requested 
to act on the Committee formed to have the fact of the 
centennial of the Secession of 1834 celebrated in a manner 
worthy of the occasion. As' you know, this committee is 
headed by the present Premier of the Netherlands, Dr. H. 
Colyn. The Stated Clerk, however, did not see his way clear 
to take'any steps before consulting the Synodical Commit
tee. It was decided that it would be wisest, in view of the 

'economic situation, to lay lilis whole malier before your 
body, which is done hereby. 

It seems (0 us that Synod should recommend that all our 
congregations on Sunday, Oct. 14, have appropriate ser
mons preached in connection with this important historical 
event, which has meant so much for our own denomination. 
But we take the liberty to suggest also that the Synod ar
point a committee of three or five memhers, that something 
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of a general celebration of the event may take place in 
Grand Rapids. May we suggest as a date for such cele· 
bration, Monday, Ocober 15. In a tentative way the Stated 
Clerk also approached the faculties of Calvin College and 
Seminary, but they decided not to go into any plans for the 
'celebration, thus leaving the field clear for Synod. It seems 
to us a good plan if in different centers committees were 
appointed to arrange for celebrations. 

May we in connection with this, suggesf to Synod that 
the Rev. I. Van Dellen, pres,ident of the Synod of 1932, who 
plans at his own expense to, visit the Netherlands next fall, 
be delegated to represent our denomination on this his· 
torical occasion? ' , 

An invitation has been sent to the proper committee of 
the Ref. Churches of the Netherlands to be represented at 
our Synod, but we fear that on account of the limited bud· 
get which the Middelburg Synod allowed, we cannot look 
for a delegate. If one comes we certainly will be surprised 
and gladdened. ' 

For the same economic reasons we have not appointed' 
anyone to represent us at meetings of corresponding 
Churches in the New World, except the R. C. A. General 
Synod, meeting in Grand Rapids, and at which your Stated 
Clerk spoke on: "The Thiugs We Have in Common." 

Some time ago the Stated Clerk, according to decision of 
a former Synod, made inquiries about the re'incorporation 
of our churches in Michigan. In our Church papers he 
printed a communication of the Secretary of State of Michi· 
gan reading as follows: 

"Replying to your lelter of Jan. 23rd, we wish to advise 
that under the provisions of Act 84, 1921, which has been 
repealed by Act 327, 1931, perpetual existence is granted to 
benevolent, fraternal, and religious pnrposes. If you desire 
perpetual existence for your orgauizations, we suggest you 
address a request to this Department, and we will make our 
records accordingly." 

In the announcement on the subject we added as a note 
that of course every State has laws of its own on the mat

, ter. We therefore advised that consistories, in case of doubt, 
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write to the Secretary of State of their respective 'common· 
wealths. 

We take the liberty of stating that we consider the exist· 
Ing Rules and Regulations governing our Committee to be 
ra ther inadequate, and suggest to your honorable body to 
appoint a committee to REVISE them, such committee to 
report to the next Synod, because we realize it would not 
be very wise to settle this matter off hand or only after 
brief deliberation. 

The members of the Synodical Committe.e, the Revs. 
W. P. Van Wyk, J. Timmermann, and 1. Van Dellen, hereby 
surrender their mandate again to Synod as usual. The term 
of the Stated Clerk also expires with the present Synod 

Respectfully submitted, 
STATED CLERK. 

P. S. In "The Banner" of May 10, 1934, we published 
the following: 

"NOTICE TO OUR CLASSES 
The Synodical Committee, in session May 7, after can· 

vassing the votes Of the various Classes, in so far as known, 
ascertained that a majority of the Classes voted,. according 
to ,the snggestion of the Synodical Committee to send only 
four delegates to the 1934 Synod, on account of the eco· 
nomic situation. 

The minority, however, decided to send six delegates. 
According to latest report, of the $6,000 or $7,000 needed 
for synodical expenses, only about $2,000 is 'on hand, and 
that after the treasurer of Synod did all within his power 
to obtain the quotas looked for. 

HENRY BEETS, S. C.'" 
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SUPPLEMENTJ-b 

SYNODIC~L TREASURER'S REPORT 

RECAPITULATION 
June 11, 1932-Balance of cash on -hand. __ .. " ........ $ 8,161.49 
Receipts during past two-year p~riod_ .. _, .. __ ... " ... _._ 7,297.45 

$15,458.94 

Disbursements during past two-year period ............................ __ $11,803,03 
Amount of claim against Grand Rapids Sav:ings Bank for 

unpaid commercial' and savings accounts ..... _______________ ... _.... 1,140.51 
June 15, 1934-Balanc~ of cash on hand ___ ".... _" ....... " .. __ 2,515.40 

This is to certify that I have examined the records 
pertaining to the Synodical Treasury and find all 
accounts in balance ,and reconciled with the B~nk 
Account. 

June 18th, 1934. 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) HENRY DENKEMA. 

$15,458.94 

TONY NOORDEWIER, Treasurer. 



-- -- ----, 

, ACTS OF SYNOD, 1934 195 

SUPPLEMENT II 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF CALVIN 
COLLEGE AND SEMINARY 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church 
to convene at Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
June 13 andfollowz1ng days: 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

ONCE more it is our privilege to present the report of 
the Board of Calvin College and Seminary to yon, 

while you are holding your sessions in tpe chapel where our. 
college students are wont to. hold their devotional exercises 
every forenoon of the school week during the academic year. 
The young .m~n and young warne" who met here every day 
till a fortnight ago form a goodly company. It is true that 
their number was not as great this past year as it was pre
viously; due to the depression the enrollment did not reach 
the level of several of the preceding years. The President 
reported that the number of those who registered last Sep
tember totaled 340. There was a marked reduction when 
compared with the matriculations of 1932, when the enroll
ment reached the high-water mark of 393. But, as the 
president brought out in his report, the figure for the year 
that is just past shows a decrease of only 4.3% when com
pared with the figures of 1929, of 1930, and 1931; and we 
may add that though 12 students had failed to appear after 
the first semester was past, 27 new ones had taken their 
places, raising the average enrollment of the second semes
ter to 355. In addition to the students of the college, we 
must make Illention of those who have matriculated in our 
seminary. President Berkhof informed the Board that dur
ing the past year there had been 10 juniors, 16 miqdlers, 
and 9 seniors, and besides these as many as 13 ministers 
were pursuing post-graduate courses, some to obtain the 
Th.B.,. and others the Th.M. degree. 
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A. Meetings of the Board 
(1) Since the Synod of'1932 the Board has held its two 

annual meetings, and in addition to this, it met once as 
Curatorium Contractum, The annual meetings, held in 
both 1933 and 1934 at the close of the academic year, were 

, attended by practically all of the members. In 1933 there 
were 27, and in 1934 there were 28 of the 30 members pres, 
en t. The absences of some were due to the fact that 
Classis Pacific, desirous to keep expenses down, sent but one 
representative to each of these meetings, and that Classis 
California, also anxious to hold the costs down to a low 
level, took a similar action this year, and last year sent no 
one to our meeting. This Classis requested the Execntive 
Committee to consider the, advisability of not calling a 
meeting of the Board in 1933 with the understanding that 
the various committees and the faculties would take care of 
the work. To this reques,t, the E'xecutive Committee replied 
it lacked authority to take such action, and the Board gave 
its approval to wh'\t the committee had done. On June 27, 
1933, the Board members of Michigan and Illinois convened 
as Curatoriuni Contractum to'examine Mr. John Meeter 
with a view to candidacy. ,This'brbther had been serving 
as Instructor at Princeton. When he resigned he found he 
was too late for the regular examinations, and the Board 
instructed Curatorium Contractum to examine him. It 
may be added that the institution did not have to bear the' 
expenses of this meeting. 

(2) At the annual meeting of 1933, the Board elected 
the foIlowing officers: President, Rev. J. Dolfin; Vice-Presi
dent, Rev.W. P. Van Wyk; Secretary, Rev. L. J. Lamberts; 
Assistant Secretary, Rev. D. Zwier. At the annual meeting 
held a few days ago, this body chose Rev. W. P. Van Wyk 
as its president; Dr. Y. P.,De Jong as its vice-president, and 
re-elected the other two as secretary and assistant secretary, 
respectively. , 

(3) Last year at its annual meeting, the Board admitted 
the following to the candidacy of the sacred: ministry of 
the 'Word: Rense O. De Groot, Donald J. Drost, Morris H. 
Faber, David Grasman, '\iilliam l;faverkamp, Ralph Hey-



ACTS OF SYNOD. 1934 197 

nen, Peter Honderd. Fred M. Hnizenga. Martin Huizenga, 
Maynard Keuning, Sidney P. Miersma, William V, Ml)ller, 
Henry Radius, Richard Rienstra, John Hamberg,Schaal, 
Jacob P, Smith, William C, Steenland, Gerrit J. Vander Ziel, 
Louis F, Voskuil, Dick H. Walters, and Richard Reenstra; 
and a few weeks afterwards, Curatorium Contractum ad, 
mitted John Meeter. Recently the Board did the same for 
Andrew Baker. John E. Brink, Herman J. Kuizema, Abel 
Poel, Jerry Pott, John Vander' Meer, 'Marinus Vander 
Zwaag, Gerard Van Laar, and Theodore P. Verhulst. 

B. The Standing Committees 
(1), The same'men continued to serve our institution as 

members of the Board of Finance. They are Rev. W. P. 
Van Wyk, Rev. D. Zwier, Rev. W. Kok, Dr. A. B. Poppen, 
Messrs. G. J. Rooks, G. L. Doornbos, J0hn Hekman, T. 
Noordewier, B. Hertel, and F. Winter. Since last January 
Dr. Poppen has been unable to attend the meetings on ac' 
'count of illness, but, we are glad we may add, that he is, 
on the way to recovery. 

(2) The persomiel of the Executive Committee has not 
chauged since May, 1928. Rev. L. Veltkamp continues to 
act as the chairman; the other members are Rev. J. Brnin, 
ooge, Dr. Y. P. De Jong, Rev. E. .J. Krohne, and Rev. L. J. 
Lamberts. 

C. T,he Faculty of the Seminary 
(1) Again we may report that no changes were made in 

the faculty of our theological department since Synod con, 
vened in 1932. Prof. Berkhof is still acting as the Presi, . 
dent of the Seminary and at the same time occupying the 
chair in dogmatics; the other professors\ too, are still teach, 
ing in their respective departments. We are thankful.fhat 
the Lord has spared them for us. 

Death, however, has claimed our two emeriti professors 
Of the theological department - Prof. W. Heyns and Prof; 
F. M. Ten Hoor. The one died Nov. 9, 1933, at the age of 
77, and' the other passed away March 21, 1934, at the age 
of 79. Saddened by these deaths, the Board adopted the 
following resolutions at its last annual meeting: 
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"The Iloard of Trustees of Calviu College and Seminary 
mourns the loss by death Of our Emeritus' Professor W. 
Heyns. His modesty, his tireless labors, the principles he 

, championed in the field of church polity, the many valnable 
text-books that were the fruit of his, peu - for all these we 
honor his memory and give thanks to our God. May the, 
Lord comfort his loved oues and help us to follow in his 
footsteps by workiug while it is day, ere the night cometh." 

"The Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary 
mourns the loss' by death of our Emeritus Professor F. J\j. 

I Ten Hoor. Though his lifelong devotion to theological 
study, his keen thinking, and spirited defense of the Cal
vinistic faith, he won himself a recognized place' in the 
world of Reformed thought and has left a distinct impress 
on the minds and hearts of many of our ministers. His 
work is done, but his spirit and influence live on in our 
midst. May the Lord console his loved ones and help us to 
continue the work of the leaders that have gone to their 
.\'ternal reward." 

(2) The Board calls the attention of this honorable body 
to the fact that since the terms of both Prof. Schultze and 
Prof. Wyngaarden expire, Synod must take action. 

D. The College Faculty 
'(1) When the Board met last year, President R. B. Kui

per announced that he had received an invitation to take 
the chair of Practical Theology at the Westminster Semi
nary in Philadelphia. The Board expressed the hope thar 
he might see his way clear to decline, but a day or two later 
he tendered his resignation by presenting the following 
letter: 

"Esteemed Brethren: 
"The time has arrived for me to make a definite decision 

regarding the call of Westminster Seminary. 
"In spite of my strong attachment to Calvin College I 

believe it to be my duty to accept Westminster's call. Some 
of the considerations which have led me to this conclusion 
were stated in my annual report. May I briefly recapitulate: 

"1. I have learned in the past three years that the work 
of the president of Calvin College at this stage of the insti
tution's development is necessarily in a very large measure 
administrative. I question whether it is the proper work 
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of a minister of the gospel. Surely the position does not 
require a minister. 

"2. I am as certain today as ever in the past that God calls 
me t6 the preaching of the gospel. In my present position 
this has become 'a side issue. At Westminster Seminary 
preaching, and teaching others to preach will be my special 
task. 

"3. By going to Westminster I shall enter the thick of 
the extremely serious conflict in which the Protestant 
Churches of America are at present involved. I dare not 
refuse t() heed this call. - , 

"I am confident that the Board will respect my decision. 
I cannot do otherwise than to perform God's will as I see it. 

"It goes without saying that Calvin College and Seminary 
will continne to have my love, and, as a matter of course, it -
is my intention to have my membership and that of my 
family continue with the Christian Reformed Church. 

"I thank the Board for the confidence which it has placed 
in me, for the hearty co-operation always given me, aud 
for the courtesy invariably showu me.' -

"I trust that it will not be difficult for the Board to ob
tain a snccessor to me who shall prove a far abler college 
president than I -have been. -

"Wishing you and the institution entrusted to your care 
God's richest blessing, I remain, 

"Faithfully yours, 
(Signed) R. B. KUIPER," 

Much as it regretted to lose the excellent services of 
President Kuiper, the Board felt obliged to accept his resig
nation and promptly took steps to fill the vacancy. After 
consulting with the faculty in accordance with the rules 
governing the presidentialappoiutment, it elected Dr. Ralph 
Stob, Professor of the Greek Language aud Literature, aud 
invited bim to accept the presidency. Before Curatorium 
Contractum met in the latter part of June, Dr. Stob had 
already accepted the invitatiou tendered to him. We may 
add that he was inducted into office ou the 7th of Septem
ber with appropriate exercises in connection with whiCh he 
gave an inangural address on "Jerusalem and Athens," and 
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that since this time has filled the office in a way that is 
satisfactory to the Board. 

(2) On May 13, 1933, death took the Rev. John V"nder 
Mey, who, though not a -member of the college faculty, 
was closely connected with it becalise he' held the office of 
Educational Secretary from 1913 till the last meeting of 
Synod (1932) when he became an emeritus. In view of his 
demise, the Board passed the following resolntions, when 
it met in 1933: 

"The Board of Trnstees of Calvin College and Seminary 
wishes to express its heartfelt sympathy in your great 10ss, 
and its deep appreciation of the valuable services the Rev. 
J. Vander Mey rendered as Ednca tional Secretary of onr 
schoo!. His labors were richly blessed by God and con
tributed materially to the educational development and es
pecially to the fil)ancial welfare of our institution. May 
our Heavenly Father comfort in sorrow as He alone can 
comfort." 

'vVemay add that during the years that he served he-col
lected an admirable sum. Had it not been for the depres
sion, he no doubt would have continued to serve till the day 
of his death. 

(3) The Lord spared all the members of onr college 
faculty. There was illness among them at times but God 
restored them and gave them strength to carryon. They 
need much strength to do their work. Some of them are 
teaching more tban 16 honrs a week, the limit set by the 
North Central Association. . 

(4) It affords ns great pleasnre to state that Professor 
Alberhis J. Rooks, the Dean of our College, has ronnded out 
forty years of service. The Board took dne recognition of 
this fact, and accordingly sent him a letter of congratu
lations. 

(5) When Dr. Stab had accepted the presidency, the 
Board took steps at once to fill his chair in the Greek de
partment. The Executive. Committee appointed Mr. Wil
limn Radius as Assistant. The Board, when it met re
cently, gave its approval to this, action. 
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(6) At its last annual meeting the Board re-appointed 
the following as Instructors f'Or a two~year term; Mr, Lam
bert Flokstra, Mr. Edwin Monsma, Mr. Harry vVassink; aud 
as Assistant for a one-year term, Mr. William Radius. It 
also re-appointed Mr. William Cornelius as physical director. 

E. The Candidates 

In 1932 the Board called attention to he problem of 
finding places for our candidates. At that time there were 
several of tbe 14 candidates of the class of 1931 that had not 
received a call; tbe Board had admitted 14 others to can
didacy a few weeks before; it realized that in 1933 the nnm
ber would mount still higher, seeing that this class was 22 
strong. Looking back, we have many reasons for gratitude. 
Only two of the candidates - Mr. John H. De Groot of the 
class of 1931, and Mr. W. Verwolf of the class of 1932 -
cconsidered it necessary to leave the Christian Reformed 

I Church and find a field of labor elsewhere. Mr. Wm. V. 
Muller of the class of 1933 entered the Kennedy School of 
Missions with the idea of preparing hiInself for the work 
in South America. 'Next to Him who is the Lord of the 
harvest, the Emergency Committee deserves praise for the 
placing of many of the candidates. Apart from the mem
bers of the class of 1934 who have bnt recently been ad
mitted to candidacy, there are still 12 on the list, but of this 
number 8 have already a field of labor. The activity of the 
Emergency Committee has benefitted not only the candi
dates but also small strnggling churches and mission posts 
which under ordinary circumstances would not .have en
joyed the services of these men. In view of these consider-, 
alions, the Board recommends to Synod that it re-appoint 
the Emergency Committee for another two-year term. 

F. The Curricula 

. (1) At its annual meeting of 1933 the Board learned 
from the president of the seminary that the students were 
well pleased with an arrangement of the curriculum that 
had been introduced tentatively. The course calls for slren
uous and sustained application on the part of students, 



202 CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

but at the same time allows an opportunity for outside 
reading. 

(2) At the same meeting the Board made a decision with 
respect to the course in Dutch History to .which one Classis 
raised objections. The faculty had called the attention of 
the Executive Committee to the fact that the Pre-Seminary 
students were obliged to take six hours of General History, 
and, in addition to this three homs of Dutch History, an 
arrangement through which they were required to take tod 
much history. Upon the faculty's suggestion, this Commit
tee recommended to the Board: to make the course in Dutch 
History optional but .with the understanding that the Pre
Seminary students will be urged strongly to take it. The 
Board adopted this recommendation. At its last meeting 
the Board received a communication from Classis Wiscon-

, sin asking it to rescind its former decisiom The Board de
cided to call the attention 'of this Classis to the fact that 
the study of Dutch History is still optional and that Pre
Seminary sfudents are urged to take it. 

(3) This same Classis urged the Board to exert itself in 
maintaining the study of the Holland language so that our 
future ministers may be able to use this tongue fluently. 
The Board decided to call the attention of this Classis to the 
action it took respecting the Holland language question in 
1930, a ·matter 'of which it gave a detailed'report to Synod 
at that time. ' , 

(4) In view, of the fact that Classis Grand Rapids East is 
overturing Synod for an adequate course of study in the 
Holland language and that the following of the course be 
made compulsory for all those studying for the ministry, 
the Board calls attention to the fact that the study of the 
Holland language is compulsory for those that are taking 
the Pre-Seminary course at our college. 

G. Mandates Received from Synod -
(1) Synod, when it convened in 1932, instructed the 

Board "to proceed to the addition of the College curricu
lum of certain courses on the college level which may be 
profitably pursued by High School graduates who wish to 
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. prepare for lay evangelistic activity" (See Acts 1932, Ar
ticle C, p. 20). The Board in turu referred this matter ta 
the facuIty with'a request far recammeudatians. As Synad 
also appainted a cammittee "ta cansider the advisability 
and feasibility 'Of establishing a Training Schaol far lay 
evangelistic warkers" (Acts 1932, Article E, p. 21) the fac
uIty was samewhat at a lass to understand whatSynad 
wanted. The Baard! decided ta ask Synad ta clarify the 
instructions given in 1932. 

(2) The Synad of 1932 . ..,lsa referred back ta the Baard 
with instructions to report more fully ta the next;Synad an 
the foUawing prapasal (Acts 1932, ArtiCle 18, H, 2, p. 18) : 
"Increase in membership by the additian 'Of seven laymen 
as Curatars at large, these ta be appainfed by Synad upan 
nam.inatian by the Baard far a term 'Of faur Years, faur 'Of 
this number ta retire Que synadical year, and three the fol· 
lowing synadlical year, but eligible ta re-electian." 

The Baard has recansidered its farmer actian and be
lieves that it ought nat advacate nar urge at this time the 
request 'Of having seven laymen in the Baard. 

(3) Since it is the apinian 'Of same that the granting 'Of 
licensure and candidacy accarding ta Refarmed palicy is 
specifically a right belanging rather ta Classis than to the 
Baard, and that practical reasans far continuing the present 
practice na langer exists as it did when cnratarium was 
appainted ta da this wark, the Board instructed a cammittee 
ta make a tharaugh study 'Of the whale prablem 'Of the 
"praeparatoir" examinations. In view of this action, the 
Baard asks Synod ta refrain at this time fram making any 
changes in the number 'Of Baard members. 

H. Requests 

(1) The studeuts 'Of the seminary camplained ta the 
Baard that-cansistories and Classes permit students 'Of ather 
institutians ta canduct religiaus services thereby depriving 
'Our awn men 'Of the appartunity ta speak a ward 'Of edifi
catian far the churches. In view 'Of this situatian the Baard 
asks Synad ta call the attention 'Of all the Classes and all the 
cansistaries 'Once again ta· the decisians regarding religians 
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addresses of students Illade by the Synod of 1916 (Art. 
30, 4) and by the Synod of 1929 (Art. 29, 1) and to do this 
·in such a way that the Classes and cohsistories will be more 
careful in carrying out the decisions of past Synods. 

I. Finances· 
(1) The financial situation, so far from improving since 

the ll'st Synod met, has grown more acute. In addition to 
he deficit that we reported at 'lhat time, more than $20,000 
has been entered upon our booKs, for in the year 1932-33 the 
net deficit amounted to $14,139.79, and in the current year 
another deficit of about $9,000 will have to be added, mak
ing a total deficit of approximately $55,069.93. The deficit 
of the current year would have been still higher, had the 
Board not taken rather drastic action at its last annual meet
ing. It reduced all expenses to a minimum, and besides 
this lowered the salaries once more. The Synod of 1932 
had already cut them 20%, but the Board took off another 
10%. 

, (2) The following financial statement covering the years 
1931-32 and 1932-33 is given by Mr. \Coss, the Assistant 
Treasurer: 

OPERATING STATEM;ENT 
INCOME 1931-32 

Sept. to Aug. 
Tuition, College · ... __ . ____ ..... ___ ._._ ...... ___ ... __ . __ . __ . $ 33,120.14 
Tuition, Seminary ... __ ..... __ :. __ ..... _ ...... ___ .. ___ .. 2,285.00 

. Classical Assessments ..... .'. __ . ____ ... ______ ..... __ .. 60,219.52 
Interest from .Endowment ....... __ . _____ .. __ .. __ .. __ 4,,908.64 
From Bunner and Wachter. __ ..... __ .. __ ...... ____ .. 6,500.00 
Special Contributions .... __ ..... __ . __ ...... __ .. , .. ___ ... " 7,240.00 
Miscellaneous ____ . _____ ...... ____ ... . ....... __ .. ___ ._.__ 328.12 

$114,601.82 
EXPENSE 

College, Instructional _________________________________ $ 77,332.32 
Seminary, Instructional _____ ._____________ 25,049.14 
Business Aqministrative ____________________________ 9,125.43 
Physical Plant _______________ ._______________________ 8,606_15 

$120,113.04 

Deficit for the year _____________________________ $ 5,511.22 
Previous Deficit '"_______________________ 26,418.92 

Total Deficit ...................... $ 31,930.14 

1932-33 
Sept. to Aug. 

$.37,307.75 
2,573.75 

40,176.24 
3,348.97 

. 
$ 83,533.02 

$ 62,648.50 
19,934.09 

7,103.12 
7,987.10 

$ 97,672.~1 

$ 14,139.79 
31,930.14 

$ 46,069.93 
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BALANCE SHEET 
As of 

ASSETS Aug. 31, 1932 
End'owment Loans and Cash. ____ . ___ ., .... ___ . ___ .. $146,246.53 
Buildings and Equipment ___ ..... _______________ .... _ 566,622.82 
Accounts Receivable ... _ .. ___ ... ____ ... ___ .. _____ . _____ . 5,555.12 
Cleveland & Pittsburgh R. R. Stock. ___ .. ___ 2,000.00 
General Cash Balance. ____ .... _ .... ____ ." __ .. __ ..... ___ 215.41 

$720,639.88 

LIABILITIES 

Note Payable - GeneraL. .......................... $ 39,500.00 
Loan on Seminary Building. _ ....... __ ...... ___ ... 20,651.98 
Loan from Endowment Fund ........... __ ...... : 1,269.53 
Note Payable - Private Party ......... _____ ... . 
Salaries Payable ............. , ........................... . 
Studenrt Deposits, etc ...... ~........ ................... 916.00 

VALUE OF FUNDS 

Endowment Funds ............................... . 
Building Funds ............................................... . 
Wm. Van Agthoven Legacy ......................... . 
Marie Hoogerland Fund ............................... . 
Scholarship and Department Funds .... . 

$ 62,337.51 

$146,246.53 
527,161.01 

5,245.00 
2,000.00 
9,579.97 

Less Deficit - General Fund .................... . 
$752,570.02 

31,930.14 
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As of 
Aug. 31, 1933 

$147,867.16 
556,622.82 

8,064.27 
2,000.00 
4,183.90 

$728,738.15 

$ 13,595.89 
20,651.98 
15,500.00 

4,000.00 
18,484.63 

1,781.29 

$ 74,013.79 

$147,867.16 
527,186.16 

14,330.73 
2,000.00 
9,410.39 

$774,808.08 
46,069.93 

$720,639.88 $728,738.15 

(3) The Board of Finance reported that during the last 
two years the receipts of the Van Agthoven Estate, amount
ing to approximately $17,000.00, have been used for cur
rent expenses. This amount should have gone to the En
dowment Fund but had to be used. This committee reo 
ported also that our institution had received $1,500.00 dur
ing the present year from the Publication Committee, an 
amount for which the Board is thankful. 

(4) With an eye to the financial situation the Board has 
been instructed to engage a financial agent as soon as pos
sible to raise funds for Calvin. 

(5) From the financial report the Board learned that 
churches were $109,776.98 in arrears 'On their assessments 
on January 1, 1934. The Board overtures Synod: 

1) Not to cancel any of the arrears, at least not at the 
present time. Cancellation would be decidedly unfair 
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to the Classes and churches that have made special 
efforts. to pay the assessments. 

2) Toappoint a committee to make a thorough study of 
the entire matter of arrearages, and to make recom
mendations to the Synod of 1936 in regard to a fair 
and equitable adjustment of the matter. 

In spite of the financial difficulties, we still have many 
reasons for gratitude to our God who has so kiITdly remem-

, hered our institution from 'the time it began so humbly in 
1876 till the present time. May He continue to bless Calvin 
College and Seminary, and may He guide you in all your 
deliberations. 

Respectfully suhmitted, 
(Signed) L. J. LAMBERTS, Secretary. 
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SUPPLEMENT II~-a 

REPORT GENERAL HOME MISSIONS COMMITTEE, 
1932-1934 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN OF SYNOD: 

YOUR. representatives serving on' the General Home 
. Missions Committee, organized Feb. 3, 1927, beg to 
report that since tbe Synod of 1932, we held two regular 
meetings. The first of these, June 13, 1933, was composed 
of the representatives of 'Our five Michigan Classes and of 
the Classis of Illinois. . The meeting took action regarding 
various ad interim matters especially pertaining to eastern 
Canada. It was discovered that the contributions from our 
congregations for which we looked because our 1932 Synod 
h.ad adopted our budget, fell far below expectations. Synod 
had adopted budgets amounting to about $30,000, see p. 27 
of the Acts of 1932, and 10 and behold, when our treasurer 
announced receipts during 1932" only $24,519.96 could be 
reported, Of this $5,000 had been a part of the Van Agt
hoven estate and a considerable portion consisted of special 
gifts. -

What alarmed us at· the time this was announced to us 
was the comparative statement tliat, while during the first 
four months of 1932 about $15,000 had been received, plus 
the $5,000 from the Van Agthoven estate, the receipts duro 
ing the first four months of 1933 were only a little over 
$6,000. No w~nder - since all of our Glasses were reported 
in arrears on June 1, 1933, three of these considerably over 
the $2,000. In fact, one Classis as much as $3,258.80, and 
another, close to it, to the amount of $2,903.35. 

May we, as something praiseworthy, state how the Cali· 
fornia Classis was in arrears only $11.40; Pacific $216, and 
Ostfriesland $227.79? Compared to the figUres just named, 
are not the Classes we mentioned worthy of a word of 
p,\aise? Nevertheless, this failure to contribute the looked 
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for quotas meant a distressful §ituation for our treasurer. 
The more so as you will notice, on opening Part II of the 
Agenda for this Synod, contributions were still less, in fact 
much less than what was sent up dnring 1932. From our 
Classes we received only $10,267.34, compared to $16,405.59 
from these same sources the previons year. And the spe
cial gifts had. decreased from $7,968.82 during 1932 to 
$5,724.99 received during 1933. No wonder that becanse 
of this failure of our churches to heed the figures fixed by 
Synod itself there was a serious curtailment of funds sent 
out by our treasurer. While during Jan., Feb., and March 
(1933) 100% could be paid, during April nothing, and 
May 70%.' June, July and Aug;, 100%; but nothing in Sept. 
and only 50% in October. What disappointment and dis
tress this must have meant to our workers, only some of us 
can realize. to the full extent. We are sorry, very sorry in
deed, to be compelled to report this, but Synod should know 
these facts. 

Nevertheless to the praise of our faithful workers, they 
carried on nobly and the work has continued uninterrupt
edly. Here and there new churches were organized and 
weak ones strengthened. To the Lord be the supreme praise. 
But nevertheless. to these workers belongs credit for their 
fine spirit of consecration in the face of much abnegation. 

When the General Home Missions Committee assembled 
in oomplete numbers June 5, 1934, after careful delibera
tion we united in presenting you the following BUDGETS, 
submitted for your approval: 

Classis California ._ ... ____ .. " __ "._ .. ________ .... __ ... ______ $4,450.00 
Classis Orange City . __ ~ .... _ .. ___ .. ___ .. _ 4,620.00 
Classis Ostfriesland ____ ,_, ______ .___ 1,600.do 
Classis Pacific __ ...... _____ ... _ .... ____ ._ ..... _. ____ ..... .-_____ 6,00'0.00 
Classis 'Pella ___ . __ . ___ ......... _____ , ... _ ... ____ ._. 500.00 
Classis Sioux Center ..... _._ ... ___ ..... __ ..... __ ..... __ ...... 4,140.00 
Salary, Rev. H. Wierenga .............. __ . __ ... __ ...... 1,300.00 

(Plus $100 auto allowance) 
Salary Rev. W. Meyer..... ............... . .... 1,300.00 

(Plus $40 per month house rent and 
$100 auto allowance) 

Shackleton, towards traveling expenses........ 60.00 
Rev. B. Vanden Brink (see below) ..... 600.00 
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The total was fixed at $25,170.00, which means $1.25 per 
family per year. This budget is presented on the supposi
'tion that each Classis requiring aid from theQeneral Fnnd, 
is contributing for its own needs at the rate of $2 per year 
per family. The above allowances were figured and ad
justed on that basis., Your Committee feels, that for the 
sake of the equalizing of the Home Mission responsibility 
as much as possible, no aid should be given to any Classis 
unless it spends as much as $2 per annum for its own fields. 

As to the Rev. B. Vanden Brink, he did not receive the 
amount mentioned by Synod (1932) because the Executive 
Committee did not deem it just and fair towards the other 
bretbren obtaining funds from the General Committee, that, 
one should get 10Q.% and the allowances of the others, al
ready seve~ should be diminished still more if prefer
ence were given. 

We trust, in the face of the economtc distress above al· 
luded to, you will not consider our action reprehensible. 
Moreover, we take the liberty of requesting you to ter
minate the special arrangement in the given case, and to 
instruct the Classis to which the field now served by our 
brother belongs, to send in a request for subsidy \Is needed 
for Sibley. We trust, however, this will not exceed $600 
per annum.' 

,We request your approval of the following list of dele
gates, chosen by.their respective Classes: 
Cl. California._ .. Rev. J. De Jonge C1. Muskegou .... Rev. R. J. Karsen 
Cl. G. R. West...",Rev. H. Baker CI. O. City""Rev. J. R. Van Dyke 
C1. G. R. EasL .. __ Mr. J. B. Hulst Cl. Ostfriesland __ Rev. H. C. Bode 
C1. Hackensack.Rev. D. De Beer CI. Pacific ___ ........... Rev. -J. Mulder 
Cl. Holland ____ Rev. N. J. Monsma C1. Pella __ ... _______ .. __ .... Rev. C. Witt 

(alternate, Rev. H. Blystra) C1. S. C'nter .. Rev. J. H. Geerlings 
C1. HudsOll __ .. __ .. Rev. P. Van Dyk C1. Wisconsin __ Rev. J. J. Holwerda 
CI. Illinois ........ Rev. F. Doezema C1. Zeeland .... R8v. H. Oostendorp 

Your General Home Missions Committee went on record 
as favoring a more uniform classical alignment of our 
churches existing in the Dominion of Canada. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HENllV BEETS, Sec. 

J 
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SUPPLEMENT III-b 

REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL EMERGENCY COMMIT
TEE FOR FIELDS, WORKERS, AND FUNDS 

(As of Juue 1, 1934) 

To the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, 
in Session,' June, 1934, 

DEAR BRETHREN IN THE LORD: 

T HE unprecedented situation confronting the Church 
two years ago in the matter of its apparent surplus of 

ministerial candidates and the paucity of new fields, coupled 
with the prevalent financial depression, led the Synod of 
1932 to appoint an Emergency Committee for Fields, Work
ers, and Funds, to "act as an intermediary agent between 
needy fields and candidates awaiting a call." This general 
charge was defined by Synod in greater detail as follows: 

"1. To help locate our candidates in our small cburches 
and mission stations; in neglected. towns and rural 
communities; in neglected localities in our larger 
cities, particularly those in which a nucleus of our 
own people can be interested. 

"2. To urge our larger churches to employ our' candi
dates awaiting calls, as assistants to their ministers, 
or for the specific work of evangelization in their vi
cinity; and to act, as far as necessary, in an inter
mediary capacity between churches wishing to en
gage a candidate and the candidates desirous of being 
placed. 

"3. To establish an Emergency Fund, from which the 
churches under whose supervision and upou whose 
charge said candidates would be employed, might be 
sustained financially according to the minimum of 
their needs, or from which the Emergency Commit
tee may pay workers 'directly according to the mini
mum of their needs. ~ 
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"4, To serve Synod of 1934 with a report of its work, 
and to further advise Synod as to the fntnre mode 
of procedure." 

(Acts of Synod, 1932, p. 174.) 
This fourfold task we have endeavored to carry out to the 

best of our ability. .Beginning our labors promptly at the 
close of the 1932 Synod, we have met on an average of once 
a month ever since. Of the three members appointed by 
Synod, the, Rev. Mr. H. J. Kuiper acted as President, Dr. 
Clarence\Bouma as Secretary, and the Rev. Mr. William 
Stuart as Treasurer. Our deliberations, decisiions, and ac
tivities have throughout been characterized by unanimity 
and a fine spirit of co-operation. There has been no .over
head expense of any kind. The few dollars required for 
stationery, form letters, <and correspondence have' volun
tarily been paid by the committee members themselves. 

One of the first types of activity Carried on was to cor
respond with churches that might conceivably call a candi· 
date and, especially, with small fields (whether organized 
churches Qr mission stations) that might with a moderate 
amount of aid be able to engage the services of a candidate. 
The purpose of such correspondence was mainly to en
courage these churches (J11ost of them small in size and 
weak financially), imd to hold np to them the prospect,of 
having a permanent worker in their midst. There was 
special need of this by reason of the fact that many of these 
churches had los,t conrage owing to the depression. Some 
of these churches had financial obligations to meet. Clas
sical help was either rednced to a minimum or entirely'ont 
of tJ::>e question. Some of 'these churches felt inclined to 
postpone calling for the time being. And many small fields 
which normally might have entertained the" hope of having 
a worker in their midst, were under the circumstances in
Clined to put such a prospect out of their minds entirely. 
One of the happiest features of the work of the Committee 
has been the· sa tisfaction of inspiring new courage and hope 
in some of these small fields, many of which now have a 
pastor or candidate-supply of their own. 

During the first few months we also solicited contribu· 

• 
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tions for the proposed Emergency Fund. From the nature 
of the case, these gifts trickled in slowly at first. A form 
letter was sent to consistories and, an occasional article 
·was ,vritten in "The Banner" and "De Wachter." The re~ 
sponse was gratifying. We have been able to meet our 
obligations up to the present. With the closing of the 
banks in February, 1933, things looked dark for a while. 

.. Seeing the first actual payment of support was not begnn 
until January, 1933, a fairly large sum (which would soon 
be needed) happened to be on deposit at the time of the 
bank closure. Over $2,000 of our money was promptly im
pounded. when the Emergency Committee faced this 
emergency of its own, the General Home Missions Commit
tee was approached. ,This Committee had just received a 
bequest from the Van Agthoven estate mid the question 
whether this body could help for the time being was placed 
before it. This Committee decided "to offer to the Emer-, 
gency Committee the use for it~ work of part i'f the Van 
Agthoven mopey, up to the amount impounded in the 
Grand Rapids bank, and to instruct tbe treasurer of the 
General Home Mission Committee to honor the requisitions 
of the Emergency Committee up to the amount impound
ed." We are grateful to the General Home Mission Com
mittee for its readiness to help in this matter, and we are 
even more grateful for the fact that at no time has it been 
necessary to make use of its proffered help. The bank 
situation cleared, at least in part, and seeing the amount 
of aid that had been promised at that time was not as great 
as that needed now, the Emergency Committee was able t6 
meet its obligations from its own funds. ' 

At an early date the Emergency Committee also estab
lisIied contact with the "workers" of which our official name 

. speaks. At least with such of them as could be reached in 
Grand Rapids. An interview with a half dozen of our can· 
didates who were in Grand Rapids in the summer of 1932 
was held. This was fonnd to be in every way. satisfactory. 
The men evinced a fine spirit of willingness to go wherever' 
the Lord in His providence might lead them and stated that 
they did not under the circumstances expect any more re-
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muneration than that needed for the bare necessaries of life. 
Since that time the':::ommittee has occasionally been in 

. tonch with individual candidates, and it has ever met witb 
that fine spirit of eagerness to serve God in the Word and 
a readiness to subordinate to the limit of their ability all 
considerations of material support to the higher interests 
of Kingdom work. 

We have been instrumental in establishing contact be
tween candidates and fields in various ways. At times such 
contact already existed when application for aid from our 
Fund was made. In other cases requests to Jecommend a 
candidate was made. In all snch cases, we have sought to 
be of service and yet made it a point to leave the choice 1:>f 
candidate, if at all possible, to the field concerned or to the 
Home Mission Committee involved. At times we have 
nrged the church concerned to become acquainted with the 
candidates by inviting them to come and preach, and in a 
few cases we have even offered a slight bit of financial aid, 
so that candidates might thns become properly acquainted 
and the churches with them. At no time have we assumed 

, responsibility for sending 'a particular candidate, if it was at 
all possible to have the selection made by the church itself. 
In this connection we might also state that we have ever 
co-operated with the Home Mission Committees of the, 
Classes wherever this was proper and have experienced a 
happy co-operation on their part in return. 

The Emergency Committee is at present furnishing finan
cial aid for the support of sixteen candidates (or ministers 
who began their work in that field as candidates) in sixteen 

. different fields. These are: Arlene, Mich.; Coster, Iowa; 
Delavan, Wis.; DeMotte, Ind.; Eagle Butte, So. Dak.; Flint, 
Mich.; Graugeville, Ida.; Gun Lake-Bowen Mills, Mich.; Im
lay City, Mich.; Martin, So. Dak.; Milwood (Kalamazoo), 
Mich.; Ogilvie, Minn.; Otsego, Mich.; Rock Rapids, Iowa; 
Vona, Colo.; Woodville, Mich. It will be noted that these 
fields are scaltered throughout eight different states of the 
Union, and that they helong to the jurisdiction of no less 
than ten different Classes of our Church. The size of these 
fields ranges all the way from nine families with 58 souls 
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to 35 families with 162 souls. The sixteeu candidates (or, 
candidate-ministers) in these sixteen fields minister to the 
heeds of approximately 350 families with some 1,700 sonis. 

It is worthy of particular mention that two of these fields 
are virgin home missiou soil, neither of them consisting of 
"our" type of people. Our synodical charge spoke of helping 
to place candidates in our small churches and mission sta
tions, but also in'''neglected towns and rural communities." 
This clearly refers to districts where there may be no nu' 
cleus of peopl~ of our own race or church affiliation. Wood
ville and Gun Lake-Bowen Mills are two such fields. Our two 
Fremont churches have for some time, carried on Sunday 
School work and conducted an occasional gospel meeting in 
the little town of Woodville in Newaygo County, some 
twelve miles from Fremont. With loyalty and devotion, a 
group of workers under the direction of the two ,Fremont 
consistories had cbarge of his ,work every Sunday in win
ter and summer for two years or more. The pastors of these 
churches occasionally spoke at a gospel mission meeting, 
especially on the great Christian holidays. Last year these 
joint consistories conferred with the Emergency Committee" 
as to prospects of placing a candidate there for full-time 
work.' This ideal was realized a few months ago, the Fre
mont churches furnishing a home and the sum of $300 to
ward the salary and tbe Emergency Committee' supplying 
$240 more. This is a promising field and the labors of Can" 
didate Fred Huizinga stationed there are being prospered. 
The Gun Lake-Bowen Mills field is quite unique. Not only 
in the sense that it is virgin home mission soil, but- also in 
the sense that it is not connected with, nor supported by, 
any church OJ; Classis. During the summer months of 1933 
Mr. J. Vande Water, the Grand Rapids City Missionary, who 
spends part of his vacation in that vicinity, conducted serv
ices in one of these communities. At the close of the sum
mer this work was turned over to our Committee. We 
have had a candidate, Mr. Peter Honderd, labor in the field 
ever since and with favorable results. He has already, just 
recently, begqn to conduct services in another community , : 
of a similar kind some eight or ten miles distant. 
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As for the amount of a1d allowed to these sixteen ,fields, 
this is in every case a modest sum. It has been our policy 
to impress upon the fields applying for aid the supplemen
tary character of the help furnished by our Committee. The 
Emergency Committee was at no time intended to take the 
place of existing agencies (congregations, classes, home 
mission committees): it was intended only to suppl~ment . 
such aid as could (and should) be had from other sources. 
Hence we have stressed the necessi ty of other agencies, doing 
their part according. to their ability and not shifting that 
responsibility to the Emergency Committee. In this way 
we have heen instrumental in: enabling churches to engage 
a candidate by.furnishing only a marginal subsidy. In ten 
out of the sixteen cases this allowance amounts to $20 a 
month, or $240 annually. In two cases it is $100 a year, 
and in two other cases it is $180 a year, or $15 per month. 
In only two cases does this amount run above $20 a month, 
but in both of these cases the candidate concerned has no 
other source of monetary income ~hatever. The total aid 
furnished these sixteen fields from the Emergency Fund. 
amounts at present to approximately $300 per month or 
$3,600 annually. ' 

From information obtained by the Committee it is clear . 
that in none of these sixteen fields, could t4ere - humanly' 
speaking - have been a candidate or candidate-minister 
stationed today if it had not been for the aid of the Emer
gency Committee, with the possible exception. of two (at 
most, three) of them .. About twelve of these sixteen fields 
had at no time before enjoyed the regular servi~es of a 
minister or a stated supply. It is also gratifying to note 
that in many of these fields real.progress has been made. 
Many or these congregations report numerical as well as 
spiritual growth. A number of these candidate-pastors are 
performing gospel mission work in their vicinity in addi
tion to shepherding their flock. And as for appreciation of 
the services of the men thus placed, it is significant that no 
less than five of them began their labors as stated supply 
and have since (the depression notwithstanding) been regu
larly called and ordained. Another one of these churches 
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plans to do, this in the near future. It should be remem
bered that, quite apart from these five or six fields, others 
of the sixteen supported proceeded to call their candidate at 
once. These sixteen fields are tollay shepherded by nine 
ordained and seven unordained "candidates." 

The Committee has also put forth efforts to carry out 
that part of its charge which speaks of urging "our larger 
churches to employ our candidates awaiting calls as assist
ants to their ministers" (Acts, 1932, p. 174). However, not 
with very great success. Possibly we should have ap
proached more consistories than we did. But llie few we 
did approach did not for the present appear disposed to 
move in that direction. Undoubtedly the, depression has 
much to do with this attitude. When normal times return 
and the numerical "oversnpply'" continues, this matter will, 
no doubt, come to the fore again. 

For a while the pr9spect of having one or more of our 
candidates carryon religious work in some of the Civilian 
Conservation Corps loomed up. Letters came both to the 
Emergency Committee and to the editor of "The Banner," 
calling attention to the fact that a large number of Chris
tian Reformed boys were found in these camps and that 
their, spiritual interes,ts should not be neglected. The Com· 
mittee proceeded promptly to ascertain the approximate 
number and distribution of these Christian Reformed boys. 
After repeated solicitation through the pages of "The Ban
ner" it was found that these boys were scattered in camps 
throughout the states of the middle and.far West and that 
their number was rather small. We did not feel warranted 
in appointing a worker for these camps. Our Committee 
did, however, request the Puhlication Committee to send 
free copies of "The Banner" to the addresses of such of these 
Conservation camp hays as could be, procured, We solicited 
such addresses both from the parents and from the pastors 
and consistories and the Publication Committee graciously 
lent its support by sending copies of "The Banner" free of 
charge to such addresses. Both our Committee and the Edi
tor of "The Banner" have received repeated assurances of 
the great appreciation in which this type of service was 
held by our hoys in the camps. 
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It may.not be out of place to offer a summary of the 
candidate sitnation since the appointment of the Emergency 
Committee, especially as it stands today. 

Candidates eligible for call since appointment of Emer
gency Committee and up to June 1, 1934: 39. 
(Of these, 16 were of the class of 1932; 21 of. the 
class of 1933; one of the class of 1931; and one 
returned from European study.) , 

Of these thirty-nine, 21 were aided in some way by the 
Emergency Committee, 17 of them in a financial way. 
Today 16 of them enjoy such financial support. 

Of these 39 candida les: 
24 are ordained miuisters in the Christian Reformed 

Church. . 

8 are unordained, stated supplies laboring under Chi'. 
Ref. auspices. 

2 bave left for other denom)nations. 
1 continued study in 1933-34. 
4 are still without a field, 

It must, of course, be borne in mind that the nine candidates 
of the present class (1934), who will not be eligible for call 
until JUly 1, 1934, are not included in this list. If these are 
included, the number of candidates today who have not yet 
been called is 22, and of these, 14 have as yet no field of 
labor. . . 

The Treasurer's statement is appended to this report. 
,Mr. Frank Vanden Berg, oue of our elders and a member 
of the commercial dep'lrtmeut of our Grand Rapids Chris
tian High School, kindly consented to serve as auditor. 

Our charge also included advising the 1934 Synod as to 
the future mode of procedure in the work carried on by our 
Committee. We are persuaded that this work should be 
carried forward also during the next two years. The emer
gency is not yet past, though financial conditions possibly 
look more favorable now than at any time since the 1932 
Synod. The congregations and candidates concerned will 

. need to. have this help continued at least for some time. 
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Only one of the sixteen fields responded to our question
naire, recently sent out, by saying that they hoped to be 
able to get along next year without the aid of the Emer
gency Fund. The Committee, moreover, has already been 
informally approached by four or five new and promising 
fields, which ",ill make formal application in the near 
future. 

It seems to us that it would also be the part of wisdom to 
have the question carefully weighed how the good in the 
experiences and methods of the Emergency Committee's 
work may be permanently conserved for the benefit of the 
cause of Home Missions in our Church. Has not God in ,His 
providence taught us new ways and new method~ for the 
carrying on of the Home Mission work in these days of de
pression? Have we not felt for some time that our methods 
of Home Mission work have in past years often been inef
fective? Who would not condemn the apathy toward Home 
Mission work that is growing in our Church? But can it be 
denied that our' methods have been wasteful both of 
monyy and energy; and may this grO\ying apathy not be, at 
least in part, due to such inefficiency? Is not tbe Lord's 
business of Home Mission work to be carried on as effect
ively and efficiently as we know how? And may it not be 
that the depression with its "oversupply" of candidates and 
lack of new fields, with the resultant appointment of an 
Emergency Committee, is God's way of bringing home to 
our Church the need of changing and improving some of 
ullr Home Mission methods?' , 

We as an Emergency Committee have no ready-made plan 
to propose. We only' ask ourselves these questions which 
our labors have forced upon us, and we believe we owe it 
to the Church whose growth and extension we all would 
seek to promote to place these questions before the serious 
attention of Synod. 

Our advice to Synod may be summarized in these two 
points. First, that the activities of the Emergency Com-, 
mittee be carried forward for another two years, whether 
this be done through the appointment of a similar com-
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mittee as functioned until now or whether this be done 
through some other channel or agency of Synod's choice. 

Second, that Synod give serious consideration to the ad
visability of appointing a committee whose duty it shall be 
to make a study of the question how the gains and improve
l)1ents that may have accrued from the emergency type 
of activity may be utilized and permanently conserved· f·or 
the good 'If the Home Mission methods of our Church. If 
Synod should feel favorably disposed toward this second 
proposal. we would suggest that not only the experience of 
the Emergency Committee, but also the best experience of 
individuals or committee members versed in Home Mission 
matters ·be utilized. for such a study. 

We close with the fervent wish and prayer to God that 
our Church may enter more devotedly than ever upon the 
great cause of Home Mission work by bringing the gospel 
of redemption to those who are increasingly being estranged 
from the truth, the saving power, and the discipline of the 
Word of God. 

Humbly submitted, 
The Synodical Emergency Committee, 

H .. J. KUIPER, President. 
CLARENCE BOUMA, ·Secretary. 
W. STUART, Treasurer. 

EMERGENCY FUND - TREASURER'S REPORT 
1933 - June 7, 1934 

SUMMARY 
Total Receipts per Cash Eook.._ ... _______ .... ____ ... ______ ._., __ $5,282.56 
Total Disbursements ___ . ____ .. ____ ... _ .... ___ .. __ . ____ .. __ ............ __ 3,389.62 

Balance. ___ .. __ . ___ .. __ ............ __ . __ .. __ .. .. $1,892.94 

Impounded in G. R. Savings Eank. .. _~._ .. __ . ___ ,. __ . ___ . __ .. _$1,202.92 
Balance in Old Kent Bank. ..... ___________ .... __ .. __ ... _._._ .. ____ . 1.32 
Balance in People's National Bank. ... ___ ... __ . __ . __ ...... 688.70 

$1,892.94 
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DISBURSEMENTS 
Arlene, Mlch , .......... , .............................. ,.$ 240.00 $ 20.00 per month 
Coster, Iowa ___ .. __________ . ___ . _____ . _____ ... _ ..... _... 180.00 15.00 " " 
DelaV'an, Wis. ___ . ____ .... _ .. ______ . ____ .. __ ............ 240'.0'0' 20.00 " " 
DeMotte, Ind .......................................... 200.00 20.00 " " 
Eagle Butte, S. D"" ....... " .......... ".""",,. 185.00 
Flint, Mich. .. .. " .............. "."""""."".,,... 180.00 
Imlay City, Mich. " .......... " .. "" .......... ".. 200.00 
Martin, S. D. ,,, ..... ,, .. ,,""",,, .............. ,,,,. 175.00 

15.00 " " 
20.00 " " 
20.00 " 
20.00 " " 

Millwood, Mich. .. ............. """"."" .... ,,.... 200.00 
Oglivie, M'inn ......................... ________ .. __ ...... 295.0'0' 
Otsego, Mich. .. .......... " ... " .. "",,,.............. 190.00 

20.00 " " 
20.00 " 
25.00 " " 

Rock Rapids, Iowa ____________________ .............. 83.32 
Vona, Colo. __ .' ___________ . __ ........... ___ .... ___________ 80.00 

8.33 " " 
20.00 " " 

Woodville, Mich ................... , .. """",,....... 160.00 20.00 " " 
Grangeville., Idaho . __ ... _ ... _______ . __ . _____ ...... 150'.0'0' 8.33 " 
Gun Lake - P. Honderd"" .. ""." ... "."". 310.00 30.00 " " 
H. Schripsema, traveling exp............. 75.0'0' 
P. Dahm, traveling exp .............. ___________ 70'.0'0' 
M. Faber, traveling exp. ______ . _______ .... _..... 100.00 
H. Huizen'ga, traveling exp.__________________ 75.00 
Tax on Checks________________________________________ 1.30 

TotaL. ................ ,,, .................. $3,389.62 $301.66 

. Pledges per year .. " ............... "" ..... """"",,$3,619.92 
W. STUART, Treasurer. 

June -13, 1934. 

I 



ACTS OF SYNOD, 1934 221 

SUPPLEMENT IV 

REPORT, CHURCH HELP COMMITTEE 

To the Synod of 193* .. 

EsTEEMED FATHERS AND BRETHREN: 

T HE Church Help Committee has again functioned as in 
previous years except that in our opinion the loans 

made in 1932 and 1933 were more carefully scrutinized than 
in previous years because our income has been reduced 

. about $7,000 and it was impossible to. grant all the loans 
asked for. 

We believe. this fund serves a very useful purpose. Some 
of our churches have been very hard pressed for repay
ments of mortgages and debts made in previous years. 
Some were in danger of lo.sing their properties unless pay

. ments were made. The general depression and crop fail
ures made it impossible for some of these churches to make 
the payments required. In all these cases we could help 
them. out of their difficulty. 

Loans made the last two years were as follows: 
Atwood, Mich. ____ ..... __ . ___ . ____ .......... $ 900.00 for parsonage (lost by fire) 
Colton, S. D. ____ .... 

c
• ___ • __ ••• ____ •••••• : ••••• 1,000.00 for payment on mortgage 

Desplaines, Ill. . __ ..... ___ ...... _____ ... ___ 1,000.00 to build new church 
De Motte, Ind..: .. __ ....... __ . __ ...... ___ ... 1,000.00 to build new church 
Estelline, S. D._._ ..... ___ ...... _______ .~-... 50'0.00 to payoff mortgage 
Hancock, Minn. _._. __ ... ___ ._ .. __ . _____ .. ~. 500.00 to payoff notes 
Holland, Minn. _ .•. _______ ........ ____ . ___ . 300.00 to pay ~ creditors 
Hawarden, Iowa __________________________ 500.00 to pay creditors 
Holland Center, Iowa__________________ 600_00 for new building 
Orange City)I, Iowa __ ~ ________ I _________ 1,500_00 to pay notes due 
Ontario, Calif. ______________________________ 1,000.00 for new church 
Purewater, S. D.__________________________ 400.00 to payoff debts 
Sioux City, Iowa__________________________ 800_00 to buy church building 

We have urged all churches which have made loans in 
the past to make repayments to this fund of 5 % each year, 
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calling their attention to the large discounts if all the money, 
was paid back in 10 years, 15 years, etc., as decided by the 
Synod of 1930. 

This fund could be of much greater benefit to the 
churches if all the congregations which have borrowed 
money would repay 5% each year. The assessment to the 
churches for this fund could also be greatly reduced if the 
borrowing churches would promptly repay their loans. We 
recommend that the assessment be 50c per family for the 
next two years. 

Every cougregation which haS' borrowed money from this 
fund should repay something each year. No interest is 
charged, and if the congregation cannot repay 5%, we 
urge it to pay what it can. 

Permit us to call your attention to a loan of $850 made 
to the congregation of Bradley, Mich., in 1924. This con" 
gregation was later disbanded and Classis Grand Rapids 
East sold the chnrch building for $667. The Classis repaid 
$300 to the Church Help Fund and decided to use the bal
ance ($367) for home mission work. It seems to us that 
this is not right. The $850 loan made to Bradley was for a 
church building, and when the building was sold the loan 
should be repaid first before using part of the money for 
other things. Kindly advise if you wish the balance which 
Bradley owes to be cancelled and stricken off our books. 

Your Committee has appointed as its treasurer, Mr. J. J. 
Buiten. He has kept the books, conducted most of the 
correspondence, sent statements to delinquent churches, 
etc. His remuneration is $75 per year. Mr. Buiten had the 
books audited by a public accountant at bis own expense. 
We attach herewith a copy of his report. . 

Respectfully submitted, 
Church· Help Com!pittee, 

. D. DE BEER. 

H. J. VERMEER. 

D. HOLLEBEEK. 
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SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
" 

Church Help Committee of the Christi~u Reformed Church 
of America, January 1, 1932, to December 31, 1933 

", 

Balance on hand January 1, 1932 ....... . $ 2,421.12 

RECEIPTS 
1932 1933 COMBINED 

Classical Collections . __ ....... $ 2,561.14 $ 
(see Schedule A) 

2,691.48 $ 5,252.62 

Repaym.ents by ·.Churches .... ___ 1,306.75 2,589.20 3 .. 895.95 
(see Schedule B) 

TOTAL RECEIPTS ................ $ 3,867.8~ $ 5,280.68 $ 9,148.57 

TOTAL BALANCE AND RECEIPTS $11,569.69 
LESS: 

New Loans Granted ...................... $ 5,700.00 $ 4,300.00 $10,000.00 
(see Schedule' B) 

LESS: 
Administrative Expense _ ....... __ ..... . 

Balance on hand December 31, 1933 __ 

SCHEDULE A 
CLASSICAL· COLLECTIONS RECEIPTS 

,Churc:h~Help Committee-Christian Reformed Church 

CLASSIS 1932 1933 
California ............................ : ....... $ 47.63 $ 63.56 
Grand Rapids East...................... 336.20 116,89 
,Grand Rapids West...................... 239.96 198.51 

. Hackensack .................................. 160.54 275.79 
Hudson .......................................... 112.54 245.88 
Holland ""'"''''''''''''' ................. ''' 133.07 63.83 
Illinois .......................... :............... 349.05 439.30 
Muskegon ...................................... 469.11 443.22 
Orange City................................ 63.65 90.26 
Ostfriesland '.""""''''''''''''''.''' .. '' .00 7.00 
Pacific .......................................... 232.77 228.63 
Pella ... c ....... ,.................................. 122.88 144.23 
Sioux Center .' .......... _______ ....... __ ..... 105.28 132.20 
Wisconsin .......... __ .... _. __ .. ______ .......... 99.91 82.07 
Zeeland· ......... , ... ,............................ 88.55 160.11 

TOTALS ............................ $· 2,561.14 $ 2,691.48 

$ 1,569.69 

211.25 

$ 1,358.44 

of America 

TOTAL 
$ 111.19 

453,09 
438.47 
436.33 
358.42 
196.90 
788.35 
912.33 
153.91 

7.00 
461.40 
267.11 
237.48 
181.98 
248.66 

$ 5,252.62 
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SCHEDULE B 
LOANS STATEMENT 

Church-Help Committee-Christian Reformed Church of America 

Amt. Owing Additional Paid in Paid in Amt. Owing 
Church at 1/1/1932 Loans 1932 1933 12/31/1933 

Ada, Mich. -------- 125.00 --------- ------"7- 25.00 100.00 
Aetna, Mich. ------- 700.00 --------- 25.00 1,2.86 662.14 
Alameda, Calif. ---- 2.750.~O --------- 50.0~ 300.00 2,400.00 
Alamosa, Colo: 550.00 --------- 100.00 50.00 400.00 
Arlene. Mich. ------ 152.00 --------- 15.00 10.00 127,00 
Atwood, Mich. ------ 541.50 900.00 31.50 3D.OO 1,380.00 
Austinville, la. ----- 525.00 --------- -------- 35.00 490.00 
Bauer, Mich. ------ 650.00 -\-------- -------- 25.,00 625.00 
Bellflower, Calif. --- 2,900.00 --------- 55.00 155.00 2,690.00 
Bigelow, Minn. ----- 1,900.00 --------- -------- -------- 1,900.00 
Birnamwood, Wise. -- 2,110.00 --------- -------- ------~- ~,110.00 
Bradley, Mich. 850.00 --------- -------- 300.00 550.00 
Brooten, Minn. ----- 1,235.00 --------- -------- -------- 1,235.0,) 
Colton, S. Dak. ----- '.00 1,000.00 -------- 25.00 975.00 
Chandler, Minn. ---- 1,147.32 --------- 6.40 -------- 1,140.92 
Chatham. Onto ----- 3;000.00 --------- -------- 3,000.00 

I Columbus, Mont. ---- 575.00 --------- 25.00 25.00 525.00 
Conrad, Mont. ----- 1,930.00 --------- 85.00 25.00 1,820.00 
Coopersville, Mich. -- 1,425.00 --------- -------- -------- 1,425.00 
Crooltston Minn. ---- 850.00 --------- 45.00 55.00 750.00 
Desplaines, Ill. .00 1,000.00 -------- -------- 1,000.00 
DeMotte, Ind. ------ .00 1,000.00 -------- -------- 1,000.00 
Decatur, Mich. ----- 3,500.00 --------- -------- -------- 3,500.00 
Detroit, Mich. ------ 575.00 --------- 50.00 50.00 475.00 
Dutton, Mich. ------ 425.00 --------- 25.00 -------- 400.00 
East Martin, Mich. -- ~1,273.00 --------- 13.00 -------- 1,260.,00 
East Muskegon, Mich. 3,800.00 --------- -------- ------------ 3,800.00 
East Palmyra, N. Y.- 102.64 --------- -------- -------- 102.64 
Ellsworth, Mich. --- 1,500.00 --------- 100.00 100.00 1,300.00 
Estelline, S. Dak 1,897.75 525.00 -------- 10.00 2,412.75 
Fremont, Mich. 11-__ 170.00 --------- 15.00 25.00 130.00 
Goshen, Ind. ------- 600:00 --------- 50.00 50.00 550.00 
G.,R. East Leonard __ 6.025.00 --------- -------- -------- 6,025.01) 
G. R. Godwin Hts ___ 2,900.00 --------- -------- -------- 2,-900.0') 
(l. R. L" StreeL ___ 1,700.00 --------- -------- -------- 1,700.DO 
Hamilton, Onto ----- 3,000.00 --------- -------- -------- 3,000.00 
Hainshire, Texas ---- 2,375.00 --------- -------- 125.00 2,250.0(' 
Hancock, Minn. ----- 578.00 500.00 -------- -------- 1,078.00 
Hanford, Calif. ----- 102.99 ---------

_____ ..c __ 
-------- 102.99 

Hawarden, Iowa ---- 350.00 500.00 -------- -------- 850.00 
Hills, J,fif-n. ------- 165.00 --------- 30.00 60.00 75.00 
Holland, Iowa 1,515.00 --------- 100.00 -------- 1,415.00 
Holland, Minn.' ----- 1,155.00 300.00 -------- 15.00 1,440.00 
Holland Center, S. Ii. 680.00 600.00 ------,.:::- 40.00 ,1,240.00 
Lansing, III. ------- 900.00 --------- -------- 25.00 875.00 
Lark, N. Dak. ------ 500.00 --------- -------- -------- 500.00 -

L" Angeles, Calif. __ 2,040.00 --------- -------- -------- 2,040.00 
Lynden, Wash. II -- 2,500.00 --------- 50.00 100.00 2,350.00 
1tcBain, Mich. 1,267.00· --------- 30.34 34.55 1,202.11 
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Amt. Owing' Additional Paid in Paid in Amt. Owing 
Church at 1/1/1932 Loans 1932 1933 12/31/1933 

Mountain Lake, Minn. 450.00 -------- 30.00 420.00 
Muskegon Hts., Mich. 390.00 --------- -------- 35.00 355.00 
Neerlandia, Canada - 5,095.00 --------- -------- -------- 5,095.08 
Noordeloos, Mich. -- 119.72 --------- 52.56 5.75 61.41 
,North Blandon, Mich. 185,00 --------- -------- -------- 185.0<) 
Orange City, Ia. IL_ .00 1,500.00 -------- ----"---- 1,5;00.00 
Ocheyedan, la. 1.029.74 --------- -------- 6.95 1,022.79 
Ogilvie, Minn. ----- 651.60 --------- 36.60 30.00 585.00 
Ontario, Calif. ----- .00 1,000.00 -------- -------- 1,000.00 
Oskaioosa., ' Iowa ---- 202.81 --------- 23.10 21.97 157.74 
Portland; Mich. ---- 875.00 --------- 25.00 25.00 825'.00 
Purawat~r, s. Dak. __ 360.00 400.00 -------- 20.00 740.00 
Rivarbend, Mich. 1,175.00 --------- -------- -------- 1,175.00 
Rock Rapids, Ia. _____ 2,625.00 --------- -------- -------- 2,625.00 
Roseland, Ill. tv --- 3,135.00 --------- -------- 25.00 3,110.00 
Rudyard, Mich. 448.00 --------- -------- 4.39 443.61 
Sanborn, Iowa 

, 
205.00 14.~7 190.43 --------- --------

Shepherd, Mont. --- 3,056.80 --------- -------- -------- 3.056.80 
Sibley, Iowa ------- 1,545.50 --------- -----"\-- 50.00 1,495.50 
Sioux Canter, Ia. L_ 1,743.13 --------- -------- 87.16 1,655.97 
Sioux City, Ia. ----- .00 800.00 -------- 40.00 760.00 
Sioux Fails, s. Dak._ 1,654.70 --------- 45.00' -------- 1,609.70 
SulliVan, Mich. ---- 250.00 --------- -------- 100.00 150,00 
Sultan, Wash. ------ 1,050.00 --------- -------- -------- 1,050.00 
,Tracy. Iowa ------- 78.65 --------- -------- 6.00 72.65 
Vancouver, Can. ---- 1,800.00 --------- 50.00 25.00 1,725.00 
Vona, Colo. -------- 107.25 --------- 25.00 -------- 82.2<) 
Waupun, Wise. ----- 900.00 --------- -------- 300.00 600.00 
West Branch, Mich. __ 1,004.13 --------- 15.00 5.00 984.13 
'Vinnepeg, Can. ---- 365.00 --------- -------- -------- 365.00 
Worthington, Minn. - 1,665.00 --------- 83.25 -------- 1,581. 75 
Wyoming Park, Mich. 1,129.51 --------- 50.00 50.00 1,029.51 

TOTALS ______ $98, 858.74 $10,025.00 $1,306.75 $2,589.20 $104,987.79 
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SUPPLEMENT V . 

. REPDRT DF THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED BDARD· DF 
MISSIONS TO. THE SYNDD DF 1934 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

YOUR representatives in the work of heathen missions 
beg to report as follows to you concerning their activ-· 

ities during the last two years. 
On our INDIAN FIELD the usual work was carried on 

at our various stations, although it was seriously handi
capped, as you may surmise, by the lack of funds, particu
larly as to auto-allowance.s. But our workers did what 
they could even uuder these circumstances, realizing that. 
the economic situatiou came to us in the way of the Provi
dence of Him who committed to us the Great Commission. 

In Rehoboth two teachers did the work of three, and the 
two matrons saved us the expense of the seamstress. 

The hospital staff also carried on as well as it could. Dr. 
Pousma's annual report for 1933-34 mentions the total of 
Indian hospital patients as 525, with a daily average of 30. 
He writes: "We have completed another busy and profit
able year. There was nothing unusual about our medical 
work. We ran to capacity almost all year, as usual. Sev
eral patients were transferred to government hospitals, 
especially long drawn out chronic cases, which we prefer 
not to handle here. We broke all our records for births 
during the past year. Seventy-five babies in one year is a 
large number for a hospital as small as ours .... We have 
an exceptionally congenial and efficient nursing staff .... 
Our hospital is rather inefficient and out of date. I sin
cerely hope that we. are entering upon another period of 
economic prosperity, and that before that period goes by 
we shall be able to have a new hospital." 

Tbe Rev. J. R Kamps became Rehoboth's .pastor. His 
salary continues to be paid by the Drenthe church which 
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has set a noble example "as to missionary giving. Brother 
Kamps' work is appreciated. 

Cando Yff continued in charge of the Fort Wingate work, 
and 'he as well as we all were encouraged hy results. At 
present there are at Fort 'Wingate ahout one hundred con-
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fessing members, hesides the 200 and more who regularly 
receive religious instruction at that important post. The 
Rev. Hayenga moved with his family from Two Wells to 
Gallup. He is in charge of the work there connected with 
what is now known as Bethany Chapel, in the heart of Gal
lup, lahoring principally among returned students. But he 
also conducts meetings at Two Wells, Fellowship Chapel, 
Danoffsville, an<;l at the various school-houses in his terri-, 
tor:', Mentioning Two Wells leads us to record the death, 
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May 3,1934, of the widow of the founder of the Two Wells 
Mission, Mrs. W. Mierop, nee Rotteveel, leaving three chil
dren to mourn her departure. We hold the names and serv
kes of this consecrated couple in grateful memory. 

As to Brother Sprick who served several years on our 
Indian field, first at Zuni and in recent years in Gallup, your 
Board deemed it best to release him permanently, with due 
appreciation of the faithful servkes he has rendered. 

At Crown Point, the. Rev. and Mfs. Bolt faithfully car
ried on, assisted by Brother Mark Bouma, stationed at San 
Antone since the fall of 1931. Brother Ghas. Damon, a 
v~lued native helper, while no longer in our employ, is still 
active in the work of the Toye Chapel field. 

At Starr Lake some work has been carried on under the 
Rev. Bolt's supervision, but there is need there of a regular 
worker. Brother C. Kuypers has labored at Canyoncito 
while continuing his studies at Albuquerque. 

Farmington, as you know, is the headquarters of the Rev. 
L. P. Brink who with Brother J. C. Morgan carried, on 
faithfully. The work included the U, S. Indian School at 
Ignacio, Colo., in which institution, May 20, 1934, seven 
young women and ten young men publicly confessed the 
Lord's name. All of them are Navahoes, except one young 
man who belongs to the Ute tribe. There were already 14 \ 
confessing Christians at Ignacio, so that there is a total at 
that school' of 31 communicant members, the nucleus of a 
.congregation. Brother Brink and his helper have also ren
dered fine service in surveying the Presbyterian field, about 
which something is found in our proposals. They rendered 
many services there. Brother Brink has also been instruct
ing our Re.boboth people in the Navaho language, while we 
appreciate his labors in translating 'portions of the Bible 
and our Baptism, Communion, and Marriage Forms in that 
tongue. Glad to say, the Rev. L. P. Brink's health, whicb 
at times was precarious, has evidently much improved of 
late. Brother J. C. Kobes has also been afflicted at times 
in a physical way, but he faithfully carried on his .labors 
in connection with the Toadlena government blx),rding 

. school, and ';t Nava and at Beautiful Mountain day schools. 
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During the last year seven were haptizeli at Toadlena. 
Sorry to say, the Bethel chnrch of Grand Rapids felt con
strained to discontinue salary arrangements concerning 
Brother Kobes. Moreover, the rivalry of Rome has hin
dered his work somewhat. 
. The brethren Goudbergat Tohatchi and Oppenhuizen at 
Nahaschitty also had experiences of the kind just named, 
but have bravely held the fort and brought the .message to 
old and young. During Brother Oppenhuizen's labors since 
1924 twenty-three adult Indians were baptized in the Na
haschitty field. 

The Rev. J. W. Brink is in charge of the Zuni Mission, 
assisted by his son-in-law, Mr. Edw. Vander Wagen and his 
partner of life, while the labors of the teachers, the Misses 
Vos and Lam were increased considerably and sometimes 
were too 'onerous, owing to the absence from the field of 
the matron, Mrs. Mierop whose protracted illness led, as 
we already stated, to her death. 

The Zuni Day School had an enrollment last year of 80, 
all day pupils. The Rehoboth Boarding School, taught since 
years by Miss R. Stob, the principal, assisted this past year 
by Miss Beatrice Bosscher, in 1933-34 had an enrollment 
of 103. We tnust that all these labors of love on the Indian 
field will·not be in vain in the Lord; 

Concerning the CHINA FIELD, we trust it is hest to 
quote from the latest annual report as follows: 

1. Eiternal Conditions. The year 1933 was marked by 
peace .. Other parts of China were made unsafe hy Com
munists and, bandits, wars of aggression and internal strife; 
Vile enjoyed tranquility throughout our field of labor. The 
altitude of the Chinese people towards our activities in 1933 
was more cordial than.in any year since 1926. Good crops 
and comparative prosperity also helped to make our work 
easy. 

2. Missionary Activities and Results. A total of six 
adults and nine infants haptized throughout the year 1933. 
At this writing ,the Mission engages twelve full-time helpers 
for evangelistic work. Of these ten- are men and two 
women. (The medical report makes mention of the staff 
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connected with the hospital: besides Dr, Huizenga; assisted 
by his wife, 4 uative assistants, 3 student nurses, and 5 
servants, During 1933, 7,688 received medical treatment. 
The leper work is growing constantly, We have now a total 
of 180 patients, with an average attendance of about 60 
patients at each clinic.) 

As to the methods followed in our work, we can men
tion a great variety. The Mission decided during 1933 to 
abandon the use of rooms as well as chapels. Although 
this is a radical departure from the old w.ay of working, 
and necessarily implies certain difficulties, the group in gen· 
eral appears more and more convinced that we are on the 
right track. 

3. The Mission Force. All our missionaries were able 
to continue their work throughout the past year practically 
without interruption. The health ,of the entire gro~p was 
good. Two babies joined our group. The Chinese workers 
also kept well. In their families one child died. Another 
met with a serious accident but is now recovering. From 
tbe above it can be gathered that we are thankful for the 
Lord's blessings during 1933. Nothing sensational, but a 
steady advance." 

About the fruits of this work -'- while about 60 have been 
baptized, we read: "Our present converts are so few, and 
the few we have are so weak. We are still in the sowing 
period as far as our work is concerned." Still we are hope
ful and feel encouraged. Also as we can think of the work 
of our women who nobly carryon, as well as our men. 
Sorry to say, the Rev. J. C. De Korne, Ph.D., felt cqn
strained by reason of the ill-health of his wife, to desire to 
remain in the U. S. aud our Board; in consultation with the 
sending church and Classis of Zeeland, regretfully 
acquiesced. 

Miss Lillian Bode, one of our Bible women, has her fur
lough this year. Arrangements satisfactory. to the China 
workers, in fact as proposed by them, have been made con
cerning educational provisions for their children. 

We regret to report that the Coldbrook congregation has 
not kept up salary arrangements concerning its missionary 

\ 
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up to the full amount of the original agreemeut, something 
which also pertains to Miss Bode and the Wellsburg con
gregation. 

The other sending or supporting churches have nobly met 
their obligations. ' 

The work of the Board and its secretary has continued 
as usual. The Board met twice in annual sessious. The 
Executive Committee met about every two months if no! 
oftener. The amount of the activities of the last named 
body '!nay be gauged somewhat as we mention that their 
Minutes, since the Synod of 1932 cover about 100 large 
pages. Copies of tbese Minutes are sent in rn,imeographed 

. form to all the members of the Board - 18 in number. 
The Secretary of Missions does not alone write all the Min
utes al;lOve referred to, but takes care of all tbe correspon
dence connected with them, as well as with others who send 
inquides pertaining to 'the. work in its various branches. 
He also acted as secretary of the General Home Missions 
Committee and as president of our Committee on, South 
America. While in the Netherlands last summer, entirely 
a t his own expense, he held conferences with the brethren 
in charge of the So.uth American work, pleaded for that at 
Hoboken, and obtained some aid for the work among onr 
people in Ontario. He made' a special trip to London to 
confer with the secretary of the Sudan United Mission, to 
obtain first hand information about that organization. This 
was especially in view of negotiations on the subject as per 
decision of our previous Synod. 

Most of the Sundays he preached in our churches, the 
remuneration for these services being turned over to our 
Board, and held a number of week-day services. He also 
arranged schedules for our workers attending the various 
mission feasts and obtaine~Heams of speakers for the meet
ings of the Woman',s Missionary. Unions. This, in the na
ture of the case, also invo~ves considerable plamiing and 
corresponding. Twice a year the secretary guides the meet
ings of these Unions, held east and west of Lake Michigan, 
in Wisconsin, Illinois, and Michigan, while once a year he 
meets with the Eastern Union. The meetings held aronnd 
Lake Michigan each fall and spring usually net about $1,000 
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each time. The Grand'Rapids Union contribntes speci
fically the salary of the San Antone missionary. Of the 
others, notably the Unions of Chicago, Holland, and Mus

,keg()ll, we may say that they excell in evidences of their 
love for the cause. All these organizations, East as well as 
West, develop remarkable leadership among our women 
and promote the commuuion of the saints among them. 

The secretary also edits the material for the missionary 
columns of "De vVachter" and "The Banner," occasionally 
writing an article himself. Recent appeals about the crisis 

. of our mission work brought some financial returns. Re
cently he sent a letter to all churches which during 1933 did 
not bring up their quotas. The letter, after explaining 
the needs of the fields, and telling of the blessing of God on 
the work and the financial sitnation and the distressing 
deficit, stated: "BUT WE CANNOT CONTINUE TO 
CARRY ON THIS WAY. And now to come to something 
definite: We appreciate all"yon have done in former years. 
But last year while yonrcongregatiorr was expected to pay 
$5.50 per family for Chinese and Indian work together, or 
a total of $ ............ , according to the Yearbook for 1934, you 
paid in all for these causes $............. As we fignre it, you 
ran short $............. Inthese shortages in so many churches 
lie the main causes of our desperate financial situation. 
Dear brethren, will you try hard, very hard, to do better 
this year, beginning right away? A few extra collections, 
introduced with loving appeal, ought to bring the required 
amount, to enable your representatives to continue the good' 
work in carrying ont the plain command of onr risen Lord: 
'Go ye and disciple all na tio'ns.' PLEASE! PLEASE! Let 
me soon hear your encouraging reply: 'We .will do our 
level best.' Yours in His service, Secretary. P. S. Please 
have this read to your congregation." 

The secretary reported that several replies containing 
promises to do belter this year had come in. And in a 
number of churches the usual Pentecostal offerings were 
taken. 

The "'Missionary Monthly" and "De. Heidenwereld," of 
which the secretary is one of the editors, was able last year 
to divide $500 between our Board. and those of the R. C. A. 
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As occasion presents itself appeals for financial aId are 
made to individuals, and a number of people have been 
approached to remember the cause of missions in their 
\vills - not without. some results. Naturally, the eco
nomic situation of the last two years has been discouraging 
as to obtaining substantial special gifts. A booklet on the 
Indian field, somewhat similar to the one on China pub
lished last year, will be edited this summer by yo.ur 
secretary, under the title: "NAVAHOLAND AND ZUNI· 
TOWN." 

The ANNUAL REPORTS of our treasnrer follow. 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

CHRISTIAN REFORMED BOARD OF MISSIONS 
FOR THE YEAR 1932 

Receipts 

REHOBOTH-
Rehoboth Mission _____________________________________ ".$12,15'4.27 
IOOhoboth Hospital ........................ c ........ :.. 94.14 

$ 12,248.41 
ZUNI-

Zuni Mission ______________________________________________ 3,147.16 
Black Rock Chapel.................................... 250.00 

OTHER STATIONS-
Crown Point __________ . ________ '. _____ ... ________________ _ 
Two W'ells .... ___ ... ____ .. _____________ . ____________ ._._. ___ _ 
Gallup ____________ , ____ , _______________________________________ _ 
Fannington .... __ . ____ ., ______ . __ . ______ , ___ . _______ ... ___ _ 
Fort Wingate lChapel _____ ' ____________ . _______ ._. ___ _ 
Starr Lak.e ____ . __ .. __ ~ __ ._ ... " ... "._.,_ ... _. ___ ............ . 
Toadlena ................ _ .. ~_ .. _ .... _._ ..... _._ ........ _ ... . 
San Antone . __ ..... ' .... , ... ~ ... _ .... _ .......... , ...... _ .. __ ~ 
Tohatchi .... '. ___ ........ _ .. _ .. _ ............. , .............. . 
Nava ........ , .............................. _ ......... __ ._ 

SPECIAL PURPOSES-
Mrica Fields ... ~ ........ _ .. _ ... _ .. __ .. __ .... __ ... ____ .... . 
Tohatchi Poor ____ ............... _ .. _ ............ _._ .. _. __ . 
Mission Home .... __ .. _ ...... ___ ... _. ___ .. _ ..... ___ ._., ... . 
Defi'cit _. __ ... ~ ____ . __ ..... _ ...... _._ ...... _ .... _. ___ . ______ ._~ 
Flood and Famine ... ____ ..... ___ ~ .... , ___ ~ .... ____ .. ,. 

re~:h M~i~~i~~s .. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~:,~~~ :~~~ ~~ ~ ~~,~~: ~:~~~~:: ~ 
Fellowship Chapel ........ _._ ... __ ._"_ .. ___ ._. ___ ~ ... . 
Emergency Committee . ___ ....... ~ ......... _ ..... . 
Indian Cousins ........... __ .... _c_ ..... • _______ ••• .. ••••••• 

Hammond City Mission ___ ~ .......... _ ....... ___ " .. 
Personal !Gifts ............. ~ ....... __ ... _ ...... _ ...... . 

50.00 
1,155.00 

14.62 
435.56 

10.00 
20.00 

,25.pO 
5.00 

15.00 
5.00 

230.52 
50.00 
15.00' 
20.00 
39.08 

202.55 
35.00 
75.00 

5:00 
11.75 
10.00 

132.67 

3,397.10 

1,735.18 

826.57 
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GENERAL FUND-
Contributions ___ .'_. _____________________ ._ .... _. ________ _ 
Refunds __ . _____________ , ___ . ___ . ___ ~ __ . _____ . _________ . ______ _ 
Legacies ______________ ... _. _, _____________ . ____ ._ .. :':. _____ _ .. _ 
Van Agthoven Estate ... ______ . ____________ ....... . 
Borrowed on note ________ . ________ ... __ .... ___________ _ 

SALARIES-

36,052.33 
2,057.51 
1,750.00 
7,695 .. 84 
1,000.00 

Indian Field .............................................. 8,359.30 
Foreign Field _______ . ____ , _________________ .. _____ 12,997.94 

FOREIGN MISSIONS-
Foreign Missions .. ________________ . ________ . ____________ 11,904.54 
Leper Work .............................................. 187.59 

Balance 'December 31, 1931 

Disbursements 

REHOBOTH BUDGET ................................ $15,309.45 

ZUNI-
Zuni Mission Budget _________ .. _____________________ 5,698.91 
Black Rock Chapel.................................... 275.00 

OTHER STATIONS-
Gallup .......................... c ............................ . 
Crown Point ... ____________________________________ , ______ _ 
T,ohatchi ________________________________________ ~ __________ _ 
N ahaschi tty _____ _ .. __ .. ~ _____ _____ ow ______ _ ~ __ • ___________ _ 

T'o'adlena ______ ._. ___ ._. _________________ ._. ____ .... _. ___ ._~ 
Two WellS' ___ . ____________________________________________ .::_ 
F1armington ___________________________________ . ___________ _ 
S.an Antone ________________ . _____________________ . ________ _ 

'SPECIAL PURPOSES-

822.01 
40.00 

608.00, 
299.99 
334.0.0 
320.00 
240.00 
240.00 

Africa Fields _____ ;~ ___ . __ . ___ . ____________________ ._____ 230.52 . 
Tohatchi Poor ________ , ___ ~ ____ . __ . __________ .. ____________ 50.00 
Missi,on Home _______________________ .. _______ .. _____ .. _._ 15.00 
Refund ................. :.................................... 25.00 
Home Missions __ . ____________________ ~ ______ ~ ... ____ ... _ 106.93 
Jewish Missions ____ ,.~ ______________________ . ___ ' _____ .__ 35.00 
Fellowship Chapel .................................... 75.00 . 
Emergency Committee ____________________________ 5.00 
Indian 'Gousins ____________ , _______ .______________________ 11.75 
~ersonal gifts forwarded ______ ._~ ___________________ 1_21_._6_7 

235 

48,555.63 

21,357.24 

12,092 .. 13 

$100,212.37 
6,486.88 

$106,699.23 

$ 15,309.45 

5,973.91 

2,904.00 

675.87 
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SALARIES-
Indian Field ______ . ____ . ________________ , ___________________ _ 
Camp Subsidy __________________ : ________________________ _ 
Educational Allowances· _____ .... _ ........ _ ........• 
Auto Allowances ________________________ ._. ___________ _ 
Foreign Field salaries ..... ___ . ____ ....... ___ ........ . 
Summer al1ow~nces ____________________ , _______________ _ 
Educational allowance . ___ . __ ..... ____ ...... ' ...... _. 

GENERAL FDND-
Trav. Exp. and Mov-ing. Missionarjes .. ____ .. 
Interest on notes ____ , ____________ ~ __ ~ ______________ . __ _ 
Payment on note _____________ .... _ .. , ___ , __ ~ .. ___ .. _ ... 
Rome Md.ssions Council _____________ ~ _____________ _ 
Refund CI. G. R. West .............................. . 
Tax on checks ___________________________________________ . 
':a:ouse rent, missionaries _______________ ~ ___ , _____ _ 
See. and office. expenses ___________________________ _ 
Tre,a.sul'er's supplies ____ . ______________ ........ ___ . __ _ 
Board and Gomm. meetings ___________________ _ 
Literature ___ . _______________ • ________ , __ . __________________ _ 
Incorporation ___________________________________________ _ 

29,500.41 
400.00' 
750.00 

6,529.85 
17,131.66 

825.00 
125.00 

670.23 
477.00 
100.00 

35.00 
30.77 

6.80 
·100.00 
230.42 

41.74 
491.46 

83.43 
40.00 

F'OREr'GN MISsioN_ ----
Budgets ....................................................... $. 8,100.00 
Nelson renewal sheets ____________________ , _________ . 10.00 
Interest on an?-u~ty __ ;' ______ . ___ . _____ ' ________ ._. __ . 40.00 
House rent, mlSS10narleS ____________ ... ___ . __ .____ 725.00 
Trav. expenses ________ , ___ , _______ . _________ ,____________ 1,644.37 

Bank deposits to offset bank indehtedness ______ . ____________ _ 

55,261.92 

10,519.37 
4,723.57 

$ 97,674.~4 
Total R.eceipts 1932 with balance 1931.. ............ r .......... $106,699.25 
T'otal dIsbursements 1932 _____________________________ .. _______ , ________ ~__ 97,674.94 

Balance December 31, 1932 ___ .. ______ . __________________________________ $ , 9,024.31 

Standing of Various Funds 
These funds are not on hand in cash but are included in the above report 

Training School ____ , ____________________ $ 436.52 
Black Roek ParsQnage ______________ . 3,070.68 
Rehoboth well fund .................. 3,483.98 
Expansion fund .. __________ ,____________ 1,227.02 
Trust funds ................................ 10,750.00 
Farmington Chapel .I .... .'........... 510.00 
New Hospital............................. 509.56 
Side walks .................................. 50.00 
Ft. Wingate Chapel................... 381.00 
Starr Lake ................................ 834.31 
Lepers in U. S. .......................... 274.26 
China Hospital.......................... 216.00 
China: Books _:__________________________ 100_00 
Le'pers in China.,----_-----------_-------, 436.38 

$30,754.71 
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Indebtedness on Buildings due to Mission Funds 
San Antone ........... _ .................... $3,044.70 
Tohatchi ....................... ~ ............. 3,707.75 
Farmington .......... _...................... 607.86 
Two Wells ................... _ ............... 3,795.00 
Gallup .......................................... 3,484.39 

$14,639.70 
Foreign Mission Deficit ... ~. __ ._ .. _ .. $3,696.65 
Indian Mission Deficit _______ ._._~ .. __ 3,394.05 
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.7,090.70 

Balance 12/31132 
$21,730.40 

9,024.31 

$30,754.71 
JOHN DOLFlN, Treasurer .. 

Muskegon, Michigan, May 28, ,1934~ 
This is to certify ,that we have audited this report for the period 

-of 'one year ending December 31, 1932, . .'and find it to be correct and 
in balance with the' treasurer's re'cords. 

Auditing Committee: 
Fred H. Roth. 
A. J. Wibalda. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
CHRISTIAN REFORMED BOARD OF MISSIONS 

FOR THE YEAR 1933 

REHOBOTH~ 
Receipts 

Rehoboth Mlission ---------,-----------':r-------- .. ------$ 
Rehoboth Hospital .................... _ ............ .. 

9,318.52 
35.00 

---
ZUNI MISSION ........................... : ..... _......... 2,348.84 

. OTHER STATIONS-
Crown Point ................ ____ .... __ .... _____ ... ____ : .. . 
Farmington ________ .... ___ .. ___ ._ ......... ____ . ___ .... _. __ 
GaIIup ....................................................... . 
Two. Wells ____ .. __ . ___ .... __ •........ , .. ..\-_ ......... _. __ ... . 

SPECIAL PURPOSES-
Personal Gifts _ .......... __ ..... _._ ....... _ .... __ .. ___ .... . 

'Home Missions _. ______ ... ____ .. :_ •..... __ .. __ ..... _ .... . 
Leper Work ._ ....... _ ..•........ ' ........... __ ............... . 
Russia ___ ... __ .... _ ....... ~ ....... ~ ... _ .. _ .. __ .... ___ .. ____ ... . 
Jewish Missions ._ ......... _ ............. _ ... __ .......... . 
Water Sterilizer . __ .. __ ._ ... '. ___ .... ,. __ ... _ ...... _ ..... . 
Tohatchi Medical Fund ..... _ .. __ . _____ .... ___ ._ .. 
Two Wells Mission property ____ .. __ .. ___ .. ____ _ 
Christmas-Rehohoth .. _ ........ r. ___ ••• _ •••• _ ••••••• 

Indian Cousins ....... ___ ...... __ ...... __ .. ___ ... _ ...... . 

8.00 
51.65 
10.00 
10.00 

104.71 
144.46 

11.07 
3.00· 

39.21 
191.39 

22.72 
100.00, 

10.82 
2.25 

$ 9,353.52 

2,348.84 

79.65 

629.G3 
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GENERAL FUND-
Contributions : _____ ._ ... _ .. _______ ~ __ ._._ .. ___ .. ____ ._ .. _ 
Legacies -----------~---------------.... ~ ... -.. ----------------
Van Agtho¥en Estate ____________________ ... __ .. __ ... 

SALARIES-. 

28,187,68 
269.00 

9,000.40 

Indian Field ................... , ...... ".................... 6,917.33 
Foreign Field, ______________ . ________________ . _______ ... __ 8,918.69 

FORE"GN MISSIONS ........................ ,......... 9,498.69 

Balance. December 31, 1932 

Disbursements 
REHO BOTIH BUDGET ....... : ......................... $15,828.34 

ZUNI BUDGET ............................................ 3,000.00 

.01\HER STATIONS-
Gallup ................... L ................................. . 
T,wo Wells ... _ ... _ .... _ .............. __ ..... _ ...... ___ .... . 
T·o ha tchi ............ ~ .. _ ............... __ .......... _._ ...... . 
Nahaschitty ................................................. . 
Toadlena ... _ ........ , ........................................ _ 
Farmington .... _ ....... , ..... ,._~., ... _ ... ~ .......... ~., ....... . 
Crown. Point ._._._ .. _ .. -. ...... _ ........ __ ............... . 
San Antone ... _ .... , ......... _ ..... _ ................. __ .... _ 

SPE:oIAL PURPOSE8-
Personal gifts fOl'\Varded .. ______ ... ______________ _ 
Home Missions ____ ' ____ .. _. __ . ___ .. ______ ._ .. ". __ ..... __ . 
T·ohaichi Medical Fund ___ . __ .. _____ .. ____________ _ 
Jewish Mis'sions _______ ~ _______ . ________ , _______________ _ 
Indian Cousins _._. __ ... _________________ : __ . __ .~ ....... . 
Christmas-Rehoboth .... _ .. _ ....................... . 
Hammond City Mission ....... _ ................... . 
Beautiful Mt. Chapel .............................. .. 

600.00 
315.00 
325.00 
199.73 
275.00 
318;25 
200.00 
263.00 

115.71 
240.08 

2'2.72 
39.21 

2.25 
10.82 
10.00 

770.00 
---

GENERAL FUND-
Interest on notes ........ , .. __ ....... ~ ....... _ ......... __ . 
Payment on n.ot~s ..... ~ ................. _ .... _ ....... _ 
Trav. Exp., nnSS'lonanes ............. _ ... _. _____ .. 
Sprik allowance-stoves, etc ..... ' ............... . 
House rent .... ~ ...... _ .... ___ .... _ ....... _ ... __ . __ ....... . 
Home Mission Council .... _._ ................... _ .. . 

434.50 
1,530.00 

40.83 
100.00 
195.83 

Board and Committee Mtgs. ___ ................. , 
25.00 

463.21 
30.88 

151.54 
61.54 

Treasurer's· supplies .... _._ ..... ' ___ ............... ! .. . 
Secretarial and Office expenses ...... __ .... , __ . 
Literature ... ~._ .. ___ .... ~_ .... , ........... _ ...... _ ........ _ 

---

37,457.08 

15,836.02 

9,498.69 

$7.5,203.43 
9,024.31 

$84,227.74 

$ 15,828.34 

3,000.00 

2,495.98 

1,210.79 

3,039.33 

, , 
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SALARIES-
Indian Field ___________ . _____________________ . _______ . ___ . 
Auto allowances ____ . ________ , _________________________ _ 
Educational allow~nces' ______________ ~ _____ ... _. __ _ 
Foreign Field _________________________ ... __________ : ____ _ 

23,032:66 
5,914.00 

500.00 
12,225.01 
---

FOREIGN MISSIONS-
Budgets ................................•.........•............ 
Interest on annuity ________ ,~ ______ ..... _ ... ___________ _ 
Nelson renewal sheets ________ ... ~ _____________ . __ ~. 
House rent . ____ . ______ , ___________________________________ _ 
Trav. expo furlough missionary _______________ _ 

3,533.34 
16.22 
10.00 

240.00 
1,493.90 

. $ 
Total re,eeipts 1933 with balance 1932 __________ .. , ________________ $ 
Total disbursements 1933 ____________________ ... ___ ~ ____________________ _ 
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41,671.67 

5,293.46 

72,539.57 
84,227.74 
72,539.57 

,Balance -December 31, 1933 ______________________________________ : ______ $ 11,688.17 

Standing 'of Various Funds 
These funds are not on hand in cash but are included in -the above report 

Training 8chool ____________ : __________ _ 
Black Rock Parsonage __________ . __ ~ 
Rehoboth. Wen Fund ............... . 
Expansi'on fund . ___________ , ___________ _ 
Trust Funds . ___________ ' __ . _____ ... _______ _ 
New Hospital ________ .. __________________ _ 
Side walks ____ ' _______________ . ___________ _ 
Ft. Wingate Chapel ____ ' _____________ _ 
Starr Lake ........................ ~~~ .... . 
Lepers in U. S .. c ______ , _____________ ' ___ _ 

Lepers in China ___ ~ ___________________ _ 
China Hospital ________ . _______ .. __ ~ ____ _ 
China: books . ____________________________ _ 
Water SteI1ilizer ____________ , __________ ~_ 
Miscellaneous ___ . ____ ' _______________ . ___ _ 

436.52 
3,070.68 
3,483.98 
1,227.02 

12,750.00 
509.56 

50.00 
381.00 
834.31 
274.26 
447.45 
216.00 
100.00 
191.39 

42.00 
$24,014.17 

Outstanding notes to private parties ________ 6,945.00 
$30,959.17 

Indebtedness on Buildings due to Mission Funds 
San Antone ..... , ......... _ ...•............ $ 3,044.70 

~~~~~~~o~---~:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~,~~~=~~~~~~~~~~~ 3, ~ ~~: ~~ 
Two Wells ............ _ ............. ~~...... 3,685.00 
Gallup ... _ ...... c •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• i 3,474.39 

Foreign Mission Deficit ____________ 3,154.32 
Indian Mission De,ficit ______________ 1,648.68 

Balance December 31, "1933 

14,468.00 

4,803.00 
19,271.00 
11,688.17 

$30,959.17 
JOHN DOLFIN, Treasur~r. 
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Muskegon, Michigan, May 28, 1934. 
This is to certify that we have 'audited this report for a period of 

one year end,ing December 31, '1933, and find it to be correct and 
in perfect balance with the treasurer's records. 

Auditing Committee: 
Fred, H. Roth. 
A. J. Wihalda. 

Overtur~s Christian Reformed Board of Missions 

1. The Board requests your approval of our China Bud
get, 1935-36. 

Salaries not included in the salaries which the churches 
;'re paying, $3,500; budgets and statim': funds, $13,500; Lit
erature, $237.50; Board and Committee meetings, $380.00; 
Secretarial and office expenses, $137.50; Treasurer's sup
plies and expenses, $30.00; Traveling and furlough expense 
(Miss Bode), $1,000; Foreign Mission Conference appropri
ation, $50.00; Total, $18,835.00.' Quota 80c per family in
stead of $1.00 as formerly allowed. 

2. The Board requests 'your approval of the Indian Mis
sion Budget for 1935, $57,686.00, with an estimated deficit 
at the close of 1934 of $25,000, making a total of $82,686.00. 
According to this budget the Synod should set the quota for 
Indian Missions at $3.60 per family. This is a reduction of 
90c per family, as the hudget allowed by the Synod of 1932 
called for a quota of $4.50 per family. 

The salaries after adjustment, for 1935 were cut 15%. 
3. The Board recommends to the Synod to purchas,B 

certain: properties on the Navaho Mission field of the Pres
byterian Church North. The present proposal of the Pres
byterian Board is that we pay $2,000 a year for three years 
and $2,500 for one year, we to collect and retain all rentals 
of those buildings now rented by the government. We in
tend to,make a counter proposal. In ease 'the Synod con
senis to the above purchase, the Board petitions it to recom
mend an extra appropriation of 15c per family for o,ur In
dian Missions to cover this item as well as the necessary 
expenses involved in carryiIfg on the work at ,these places. 

4. The Board proposes to Synod that on account of the 
present economic situation and the purchase of the Presb., 

/ 
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mission properties, not to go into the project for the present 
. of assuming responsibility for any portion of the Sudal(l· 
United Missi()n, Acta 1932, p. 57. 

5. The Board proposes for synodical approval and elec· 
tion the names of the following classical delegates: 

Cl. California, Rev. J. De Jonge; Cl. Grand Rapids East, 
Rev. H. Verduin; Cl. Grand Rapids West, Rev. H. J. Mulder; 
Cl. Hackensack, Rev. J. J. Beebe; Cl. Holland, Rev. L. Van 
Laar; Cl.. Hudson; Rev. R. Bolt; Cl. Illinois, Rev. J. H. 
Monsma; Cl. Muskegon, Rev. J. Dolfin; Cl. Orange City, 
Rev. J. Paauw; Cl. Ostfriesland, Rev. H. C. Bode; Cl. Paci
fic, Rev. J. Mulder; Cl. Pella; Rev. I. Van Dellen; Cl. Sioux 
Center, Rev. J. C. De Bruyn; Cl. Wisconsin, Rev. J. C; 
Schaap; Cl. Zeeland, Rev. G. J. Vande Riet. 

The Board proposes as delegates-at-l!\rge the members 
now serving: the brethren H. Denkema, H. Hckman, and 
J .. Kos, and gives the additional names of Dr. E. H. Beer
nink, Dr. J. D. MuMer, and Mr. E. Wierenga. 

Respectfnlly sllbmitted by order of the Board, 
HENRY BEETS, Secretary. 
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SUPPLEMENT VI 

REPORT OF THE CHICAGO JEWISH MISSION 

To .the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, 
to be held in June, 1934. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: . 

T HIS report covers the period from January 1, 1932, to 
December 31, 1933.· . 

Tbe work of evangelization of the Jews has been carried 
on regularly and systematically during this period, although, 
as in all other branches of the Kingdom work, this work has 
been carried on under difficulties, especially as far as fi
nances is concerned. As can be seen from the financial 
statement, less than half the budget approved by the last 
Synod, has beeu received. 

Owing to these financial circumstances the Board bas. 
been obliged to make changes in the working staff. One 
full-time worker, Miss Elhart, was dismissed, as also all the 
the part~time workers. Two of the regular staff: Dr . 

. Wm. Yonker and the nurse, Miss Delis, were placed on 
part-time work; at one_half the regular salary, the clinic 
now being open only three, instead of six days a week. In 
addition to the reduced staff the salaries have also been 
reduced; twice 10% and later another 10% on Mr. Huis
jep's and the janitor's salaries. 

The result of this curtailment has been a reduction in the 
the number of cases treated from 3,344 in 1932, to 1,8112 in 
1933, which was possible only by the doctor and the nurse 
putting in considerable overtime during the days that the 
clinic was open. 

All the classes have been maintained; some of that work, 
especially with the ladies and girls, being done by volunteer 
workers, wlnle the men's and boys' work is taken care of by 
our regular missionary, Mr. Huisjen. In spite of this cur
tailment and all other attending difficulties, the class atlen-
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danee has still come np to or slightly above tha t of the 
average over the previous five years, thus: , 
The average attendance of the boys' classes per month, from 

1928. to 1.933, was ................ : .............. ·............................................. 37 
During 1933 the average attendance per month was __ , _______________ ... 36 
Girls' clas'ses over the same period averaged _________ . __ . __ ............ ___ .... 19. 
During 1933 the average attendance per month was ______ .. __ ... _.___ 21 
Women's classes during the'same period!' averaged _______ . ____ .... ___ ..... 8 
During 1933 the average attendance per month was _______________ ... __ 11 
Average attendance at Gospel Meetings for five years was ____ .___ 81h 
Average attendance during 1933 was, __ ..,- ________________ ' _____________________ .. __ 9 

On account of a man alone not 'being able to get access 
to Jewish homes, it has been impossible to do much in the 
way of family visitation. 

We thought deserving of mention was the fact that Mr. 
A. Huisjen during 'the, past year has rounded out ten years 
of service as missionary to the Jews. During this time he 
has acquired an extensive knowledge of Jewish life and 
Rabbinical JUdaism; has commanded the Yiddish language 
and uses the Hebrew text in all Old Testament Bible work, 
with considerable ease; all ai,quirements which are essen
tial to successfnl work. Mr. Huisjen is still taking up a spe
cial course in Hebrew to further qualify himself for this 
work. 

In addition to the regular work being carried on as near 
as possible in the usual way, a week-day evening meeting 

'has been added recently, in which to bring the message to 
adult Jews. These meetings will also be made entertaining 
by music and song, given by voIimteer workers from the 
various churches in this community. . 

Distribution of tracts, testaments, and portions of Scrip
ture are being carried on as usnal, as well as personal work 
with the people that come to visit the--clinic. 

We regret very much the forced curtailment of the work, 
due to the present economic conditions, but the Board feels 
they have much reason for gratitnde towards God for being 
able to carry on the work among the old Covenant people. 
Although it is true that we cannot boast of any certain num
ber of converts, many of tllOse labored with show,consider
able interest in the Gospel me~sage, and some are not hesi-
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tant to say that they believe in Christ as the Messiah, but 
for family reasons do not dare to break, as yet, with their 
people, We hope and pray for God's grace to give them 
what they need, to come to a definite decision to say with 
I,uther: "Here I stand, I can not do otherwise, God help 
me." Pray for the salvation of Israel! 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Board of the Jewish Mis
sion of the Chr. Ref. Church, 

Per C. LEENHOUTS, Secy. 

Approved by Classis Illinois, January 16, 1934. 
',"" LEONARD'TRAP, S. C. 

FINANCIAL REPORT OF NATHANAEL INSTITUTE 
From January 1, 1932, to December 31, 1933 

RECEIPTS 
~Cash on hand January 1, 1932 ___ .. _________ .................. $ 1,467.45. 
Received from Rev. Van Tielen __________ ...... __ ............ 13,800.00 
Received from Classical Treasurers ................. __ . 1,434.54 
Received Donations from Individuals ............... ~____ 1,530.42 
Interest Received __ .. ___ .......... ___________ . ___ . _________ .... _,...... 531.27 
Loans Payable .... _ .. ____ ._._ ............. ____ ........ ____ .. ____ .. ______ 2,450.00 
From the Van Agthoven Estate............................ 2,000.00 
Income from the Medical Department.................. 4,378.38 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Salaries ........................................ :_ ... _._ ................. ,-._.$15,415.00 
Salaries (Part-time Workers, Jan. to June, '32) 466.43 
Gas, Electricity, Fuel, and Telephone ....... __ ........... 1,261.98 
Interest on Indebtedness.~ ....... , ........... _' __ .. _................ 2,405_00 
Med[cal Department __ ..... _........................................ 3,052.54 
Printing and Literature_ .................. _ .. _................... 117.64 
Insurance, Tax, Dispensary License.................... 485.61 
Repairs and Other Expenses ....... _ .. _ ... _ ... _............... 132.58 

I6:::li~!i~~~~:~~.~ .. ~~:~~~~~::·~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 4,0~~:6~ 
Balance on hand January 1, 1934 ... ; ....... _............ 95.28 

$27,592.06 

$27,592.06 
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RESUME OF CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED FROM 
THE CHURCHES 

Received from General Treasurer, Rev. Van Tielen .... ___ .. ___ .... $13,800.00 
Received directly from Classical Treasurers ____ .......... : ...... __ .. ___ 1,434.'54 
Received as Donations from Individuals ...... ________ ... _______ ............ 1,530.42 

(Annual Contribution, $8,382.48) ....................................... $16,764.96 

Appropriated by Synod of 1932 ............................ $32,745.00 
Received .... _____ . __ ...... __ . _________ . ___ .... __ . _______ . __ ... ____ ............ 16,764.96 

Less than Appropriated ...... ,....... $15,980.04 
GEORGE OTTENHOFF, 

Treasurer Nathanael Institute. 

Chicago, Ill., January 6, 1934. The books 
we're audited and found correct: for the 
period tan. 1; 1932, to Dec. 31, 1933. 

BEN. OTTENHOfF", Auditor. 

Approved by Classis Illinois-, 
LEONARD TRAP, S. C. 

PROPOSED ANNUAL BUDGET FOR NATHANAEL 
INSTITUTE, 1934 and 1935 

Salaries, Missionaries and 'Janitor, including rent allowance .. $ 
Gas, Electricity, Telephone, ana FueL ....... __ ... ___ . ___ ... __ ............. . 

5,112.00 
600.00 
350.00 
350.00 
200.00 

Insurance, Tax, and Dispensary License. ___ . ______ ... __ .. ______ .. ______ .. 
Repairs, Decorating, and Janitor's Supplies., __ . __ ........ __ .. __ ....... . 
Literature, Class-room and Office Supplies. __ .... ____ . __________ : ......... . 
Interest on Indebtedness ... __ . ___ . ___ .. ___ ........... ___ . ____ ....................... __ 
Interest in Arrears (1932 and 1933, $3,000.00) .................... " .. 
Traveling Expenses ___ ... __ ........ __ ............ ___ ..... __ .................. ____ ..... __ _ 

(Total Budget for two years, $21)924.00.) 

2,750.00 
1,500.00 

100.00 

$10,962.00 

P. S. At the previous Synod our proposed Annual Budget was 
$16,372.50 ($32,745.00 for, two years). This new Budget is possible 
only because we have eliminated our fun-time Lady Missionary, and 
have placed our Medical Missionaries on part-time. Further, the 
salaries were reduced by 10% in June, 1932, by another 100/0 in Octo
ber, 1932, and in June, 1933. the full-time Missionary and Janitor were 
reduced by another 10%. No provision is madle for reducing" our in
debtedness,. To conduct our work more adequately we should have at 
least from $2,000.00 to $3,000:00 in addition to the above amount, 
annually. 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Board of Nathanael Institute, 

C. LEENHOUTS, Secretary. 
Adopted by Classis Illinois, and reco-rnmended 

to Synod for approval. 
LEONARD TRAP, S. C. 
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REPORT OF THE PATERSON HEBREW MISSION 

To the Synod of 1934. 
DEAR BRETHREN: 

THIS report covers the work done from January 1, 1932, 
to December 31; 1933. . 

The work of bringing the Gospel to the Jews has been 
carried on in the usual and orderly way. 

Our gospel meetings, held on Saturday evenings, were 
well attended. The number of those who come to listen to 
the Gospel has increased.. The messages' given from the 
0; T. and N. T. were well received. We have seven cases 
where husband and wife together attend these meetings .. 
During the past year we had as many as 34 Jews in one gos
pel meeting. The average attendance was 15, and the total 
attendance was 1,397 Jews. 

Our Dispensary is open once a week on Thursday after
noon. Dr. W. L. Dunning is our nobl~ and faithful physi
cian. 'We have a regular gospel meeting before our Dis
pensary is open to the sick. Personal work is done after 
the preaching. Many strangers were added to our Dis
pensary list. (By strangers we mean Jews who attended 
our meeting for the first time.) Those who attend our Dis
pensary also come to our gospel meeting ·on. Saturday eve
~ng. A good interest is manifested thr,oughout the meet- 4 

mgs. The average attendance was 16, and the total atten
dance was 1,628 Jews. 

The Women's Class was also well attended. There are 
a t present 24 Jewish women enrolled. A Bible lesson is 

, given at each' meeting, and'this is well received. Some of 
the women are interested in the spiritual phase of this 
work Part of tbe time is devoted to sewing. The average 
attendance was 12, and the total attendance was 962 Jewish 
women. 

The Esther Club is composed of Jewish children. It is 
not so well attended as the adult meetings. The average 
attendance is 10. A Bible lesson is taught in the form of a 
story, and Scripture texts are memorized. Part of the time 

. is devoted to sewing. 
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On Monday and Tuesday evenings we conduct classes in 
English. Those who attend these classes are Jews who are 
interested in learning the English language. Help is also 
given them in securing their naturalization papers. Part 
of the time is devoted to the study of the O. T. and the N. T. 
The average attendance is 7. 

On Sunday evening we have a Bible class for men. El
derly Jews attend this meeting. The time is devoted to 
reading and discussing -Scripture. These men are inter
ested, but they fear their relatives and friends: The average 
attendance is 5. 

Part of our time is devoted to visiting Jews in their homes 
and stores. This offers good opportunities for personal 
work. We meet Jews who are interested in our literature, 
and we invite them to' come to our meetings. New open
ings are made from time to time. We made 1,348 calls, 
distributed 1,315 tracts, 69 gospels, 26 New' Testaments, 
and 19 Bibles. 

Once a month we have a social meeting. This meeting is 
for Jews and Christians. The purpose of this meeting is to 
have Christian friends become better acquainted with our 
work, and thus ,create more interest for Jewish Missions. 
The Men's and Ladies' Societies of the local congregations, 
together with their pastors, have been very faithful in help
ing us in this phase of the work. On this evening we have 
an appropriate program. The visiting pastor and the mis-

, sionary in charge give a sermonette, and several me,ssages 
in song are rendered by members of the societies present. 
Mter this we hav'llight refreshments, paid from the collec
tion given by the visiting-society. The Jews like these meet
ings, and the Christians enjoy them, too. The average at
tendance of Jews is 20 . 
. As to results, we are glad to report that our Mission has 

been instrumental in the conversion of two Jewish men, 
and there are others who believe, but who dare not acknowl
edge it, for fear of their relatives and friends. 

There is reason for encouragement. Jews come to listen 

\ 



I 

248 CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

to the preaching of the gospel. Let us therefore be faithful 
in our work, obeying the command of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

Humbly submitted, 
(Signed) HERMAN H. SCHULTZ, Supt. 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: ' 

SINCE the last Synod the work of the Paterson ,Hebrew; 
Mission has been faithfully performed by the workers, 

i and that not without ,results.. The stress of the 'times, to 
the regret of the Board, made it necessary to reduce the 
salaries and the personnel, so tbat at the present time we 
have three workers in the employ of the Mission - the Rev. 
H, H, Schultz, Miss Martha Rozendale, and Dr. W. Dunning. 
However, as soon as funds warran\ it, an assistant will be 
appointed to help the lady worker in home visitation, and 
other activities of the Mission. , 

The Dispensary is still on full t~me, thanks to the willing~ 
uess and devotiop of the Christian physician, whose com
pensa tion has been reduce<i one-half. The Board highly 
appreciates the work of the doctor, and realizes the value 
of it in attracting Jews to the Mission. Many of them later" 
on become regular attendants. ' 

The Board, constituted of four members from each 
Classis, meets monthly to regulate the affairs of the Mission. 

In accordance with Acts of Synod, 1932, Art. 59, 1, Candi
date H. H. Schultz was duly examiued by Classis Hudson 
and ordained on May 22, 1933, '.is a minister of the gospel. 
May the Lord richly bless his labors as Superintendent of 
the Paterson Hebrew Mission, and may he be instrumental 
in bringing many souls to the foot of the cross. 

In conclnsion, the Board urgently requests the moral and 
financial support of God's people to meet the needs of this 
and the sister institution at Chicago, so that the mauy Jews 
still hard of heart and stiff of neck, may be won for Jesus 
Christ. Let us not forget the command, "to the Jew first." 

Respectfully submitted, 
, The Paterson Hebrew MiSSIon, 
(Signed) H. VAN OSTENBRIDGE, Secy. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE PATERSON HEBREW MISSION 
from January 1, 1932, to December 31, 1933 

RECEIPTS 

Cash on hand January 1, 1932 .................................... $ 89.63 
From Rev. J. L. Van Tielen. _______________________________ .. ______ 6,275.00 
From Cla'ssical Treasurers __ .. __ .. _ .. ___ . ___ ._ ... _ ...... " ..... __ .. 282.50 
From Churches, Societies, and Individuals .... __________ 279.59 
From Collections at Mission ______ .. __ ._. ________ .. __ . __ .. _. ___ ~.. 71.34 
From Rent of Second Floor of Building ...... __ .... __ .___ 992.50 
From Loan at Bank .. ____ ..... _ .. __ .. ____ ...... __ .... __ . ___ ........ ____ 500.00 

DISBURSEMENT: 
Salary of Missionary (tw() years) _________________ .. ____ . ___ .$3,37'1.92 
Salary (Part-time Workers entire 2-year period) .. '2,025.00 
Salary of Janitress........................................................ 475.00 
Gas, Electricity, Fuel, Water, and Telephone ... ::... 838.45 
Medical Department (Salary of Physician and 

Supplies for Dispensary) .................................. .. 
Interest on Notes ......................................................... . 
Repairs to Build~ng ..................................................... . 
Insurance ............ : .......................................................... . 
Literature, Printing, Postage, Sundry Supplies 

987.67 
127.83 
180.81 
154.50 

and Expenses ........................................................ 248.76 
Balance on hand January 1, 1934 ............................ .:-. 80.62 

$8,490.56 

Sum-.:nary of Contribution!!- received from the 
From General Treasurer, Rev. J. L. Van Tielen ... . 
Direct from Classical Trea:sureI'ls ............................ .. 
From Churches and Individuals ............................... . 

$8,490.56 
Churches 

$6,275.00 
282.50 
279.59 

$6,837.09 

(Annual Contribution $3,418.55) 
Appropriated by Synod .............................................. $13,400.00 
Received .................... ................................................... 6,837.09 

Short on Appropriation ........................ $ 6,562.91 

PROPOSED ANNUAL BUDGET FOR PATERSON HEBREW 
MISSION 1934 AND 1935 

Salaries of Missionary and Workers ............................................. $3,628.00 
Gas, Electricity, Fuel, Water, and Telephone .............. :............. 470.00 
Medical Department (Salary of Physician and Supplies for . 

Dis,pensary) .. : ........................................................... c................. 500.00 
Insurance .............................................................. '~ ..... _....................... 317,.81 
Building Repairs and Replacements.............................................. 150.00 
Liter:ature, Printing and Misc. Supplies and Expenses.... 120.00 

$5,185.81 
(Total Budget for two years, $10,371.62) 
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P. S. In addition to the above, we have notes to meet, aggregating 
$1,400.00. As these notes are of long standing, this. extra amount 
should be received! in order that this indebtedness may pe liquidated. 

The salary of our Missionary was reduced 20% j the two lady work
ers were on half time during the enti.re two-year period ending De
cember 31, 1933. F-urthermore, our phy.sician was also placed on the 
"half-time" basis. 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) J dHN H. VAN HASSEL, Treasurer. 

COPY OF AUDITORS' REPORT 

The Board of Di:('ectors, March 13, 1934. 
of the Paterson Hebrew Mission, 
Paterson, N. J. 

DEAR SIRS: We have audited the books and records of your Treas
urer, John H. Van Hassel, and find same' correct and in order. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY' WIEGERS, 

(Signed) IRA STRUCK, 

Auditing Committee. 

Adopted by Classis Hackensack at its meeting held on April 3rd. 
1934, in the Third Christian Reformed Church, Paterson, N. J., and 
recommended to Synod ·for approval. 

JOHN )~EEBE, S. C. 

REPORT OF THE GENERAL TREASURER, 
JEWISH MISSIONS 

To the Synod of 1934: . 
ESTEEMED FATHERS AND BRETHREN: 

W E hereb~ append a report and acconnt of Receipts, 
'. and DIsbnrsements for the past two years of the 

Jewish Mission, General Fnnd, 
These two years have been very trying ones for the Jewish 

Missions at Paterson and Chicago, 
The economic depression left its influence felt in the con

trihutions for the Jewish Mission Fund, 
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Your Treasurer regrets that he was unable to send more 
to the two Missions. Less than 50% of the amount appro
priated by Synod came in. Considering tbe .economical 
conditions; especially in the Western States, we must, how
ever, be thankful {or what has been received. May we 
pray, e!\rnestly that the Lord, in Wl),ose hands our times. 
are, will soon give relief. 

We would again remind Synod in regard to a "Form of 
Bequ~st" for Jewish Missions, as, mentioned in our previous 
report (1932). We explained why the Jewish Mission Gen
eral Fund cannot be incorporated, and, therefore we sug
gested that, since the Christian Reformed Board of Mis
sions is incorporated, the following "Form of Bequest" 
be approved: 

"I DEVISE, GIVE, AND BEQUEATH TO THE,CHRIS
. TlAN REFORMED BOARD OF MISSIONS, the sum of 

... __ .•. ------.--.--. ____ . ______________________ . ____ . ____ .............. ______ ............ Dollars, 
to be applied to Mission Work among the Jews, as, and 
wherever, carried on by the Chri~tian 'Reformed Church." 

The books of your Treasurer have been aUdited and 
found correct for the period from January 1, 1932, to De-
cember 31, 1933. ' 

May God's choicest blessings rest upon this work! 
Humbly submitted, 

J. L. VAN TIELEN, Treasu.rer. 



FINANCIAL REPORT OF JEWISH MISSIONS - GENERAL FUND 
of the Christian Reformed Church 

FROM JANUARY 1. 1932. TO DECEMBER 31. 1933 

Number of 
Name. of Classis Families 

California .. _________ .. _ .... ________ .__ 562 $ 
Eastfriesland _. __________ ...... __ .. __ 580 
Grand Rapids, East ... _________ ,. 2,805 
Grand Rapids; West ____ .. ______ .. 3,447 
Hackensack ___________ .. :______________ 628 
Holland _. _____________ . _______ ._. ____ ... ___ 1,911 
Hudson .. ____ .. ________ ...... ______ ...... __ 1,517 
Ulinois _ ... __ ._ .... ___ .. "." .. ___________ 2,699 
Muskegon .. ______ ...... ____ . __ .. __ . _____ . J,951 
Orange City ___ .. _. ___ . _______ , _______ 1,759 
Pacific . ______ ., ..... _____ . ___ . ___ . ___ ....... 893 
Pella ........................................ 1.089 
Sioux' Center _____ ........... _____ . ____ 1,319 
Wisconsin .......... :..................... 675 
Zeeland .................................... 1.541 
*Sent direct to Chicago 

Amount 
Required 
1.124.00 
1,160.00 
5.610.00 
6.894;00 
1.256.00 
3.822.00 
3.034.00 
5.398.00 
3.902.00 
3.518.00 
1.786.00 
2.178.00 
2,638.00 
1.350.00 
3.082.00 

TotaL ......................... 23.376 $46.752.00 
Societies, Individuals, etc .................................... . 
Interest ...................... _ ... _ ............ _ ...... _ .............. _ ... _ .. 
Balance on hand January 1, 1932 .... _ ...... _ ........... . 

Total Receipts .. _ ......................... __ .......... _ .... . 

Amount 
Received 

$ 593.51 
564.30 

2.508.65 
2.089.86 

778.45 
1.408.01 
1.754.23 
1.350.22 
2.153.56 

777.34 
979.24 
933.90 
754.23 
398.02 

1.735.23 
1.434.54 

$20.213.29 
851.25 

85.00 
948.15 

$22,097.69 

Less than 
Less than Received Required 
Required per Family per Family 

$ 530.49 $ 1.05 $ .95 
595.70 .97 1.03 

3.101.35 .89 1.11 
4,804.14 .60 1.40 

477.55 1.23 .77 
2.413.99 .73 1.27 
1,279.77 1.15 .85 
4.047.78 .89 1.11 
1.748.44 1.10 .90 
2.740.66 .44 . 1.56 

806.76 1.04 .96 
1,244.10 .85 1.15 
1.883.77 .57 1.43 

951.98 .55 1.45 
1.346.77 1.12 .88 

-----
$27.973.25 $ .90 $ 1.10 

'Included in above the following amounts 
were SPECIFIED: 

For Chicago ................ _ ..... $1,097.70 
For Paterson ........... 944.23 

'" All~ money for Jewish Missions should be sent 
to the Treasurer of the General Fund, and not to 
the treasurers of Chicago and Paterson. See Acts 
of Synod, 1928, Page 25, V, 4. 
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DISBURSEMENTS 
Chicago .............................................. $13,800.00 
Chicago Building Fund ................. : 25.00 
Paterson ..... _...................................... 6,275.00 
*Direct to Chicago.......................... 1,434.54 
Gratuity. Bond, Tax, Postage, etc. 279.84 
Balance on hand -Jan. 1, 1934........ 283.31 . 

Total Disbursements................ $22,097.69 

CHICAGO 
Chicago Received: 

Through General Fund .................. $13,800.00 
Sent Direct .................................... 1,434.54.q-
Building Fund ................................ ~5.00 
Dther Sources ................................ 1,530.42 

PATERSON 
Paterson "Received: -

Through General Fund ................ $ 6,275.00 
Other Sources .................... 550.09 

GRAND TOTAL RECEIPTS ..... 

$16,789.96 

$ 6,825.09 

$23,615.05 

CHICAGO 
Appropriated by Synod ........................................ $32, 7 45.00 
Received ................. , ....................................... ;; ....... 16,789.96 

Less than Appropriated ....... .: .................. $15,955.04 

PATERSON 
A pprop,ria ted by. Synod ........................................ $13,400.00 
Received .; •............... : ........................................ :...... . 6,825.09 

Less than Appropriated ................... : ......... $ 6,574.91 

IN RESERVE: 

UMichael Van den Berge Memo1,'i~I" Bonds ...... $l,OOO.OO 
uJ9hanna- Woltman. Legacy" Certificate of 

Deposit ............................................................... 500.00 
Respectfully submitted, 

J. L. VAN TIELEN, Treasurer. 

Hoboken, N. J., January 26, 1934. 
We have audited the books of J. L. Van. Tielen, Treas

urer of the Jewish Mission, General Fund, for the period 
.January 1, 1932, to December 31, 1933, and have found 
them to be correct. 

The printed report agrees with the receipts and dis-
bursements as recorded in the books. . 

(Signed) A. KES, 
Y. C. SPYKSMA, 
Auditing Committee. 
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SUPPLEMENT VII 

REPORT ON'SEAMEN'S HOME, HOBOKEN, N. J. 

To the Synod of 1934: 

ESTEEMED FATHERS AND BRETHREN: 

SINCE our report to the Synod of 1932 .the ~ork at the 
Holland Seamen's Home and ImInlgratlOn Bureau 

has continued without interruption. 
The Eastern Home Mission Board has met monthly to 

consider and decide upon affairs pertaining to the Home. 
The decision of the previous Synod "to eliminate for the 
present the function of the Superintendent of the Seamen's 
Home" and "to combine the work of the Colporteur in Ro
boken and the work of the Superintendent" (Acts of Synod 
1932, p. 98), was carried out. The Board appointed Mr. 
Edward Apol, Assisiarrt of the former Superintendent, for 
the work. Mr. Apol has been acting ·in his new capacity 
since the fall of 1932 to the full satisfacUon of the Board. 
Mr. and Mrs. C. Fisher continue their services, respectively, 
as janitor and matro,! of the Home.-

The salaries of the personnel have been materially re
duced. No salary exceeds at present the sum of $1,000.00 
per annum. The personnel reside in the Home and pay 
rent amounting to $40.00 per month. 

Although the immigration tide continues more or" less on 
the low level of ~ 932 and, as a result, only a fraction of the 
time and efforts of Mr. Apol are devoted to that phase of 
the work, there bas been a laudable "activity in the Sea
men's Home among the sailors and other visitors, and 
upon the boats and barges in the New York harbor. Gos
pel meetings have been held at stated times, and mission 
work has been done by personal contact on ships, in hospi
tals, and homes., Some idea as to the extensiveness of the 
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work may be gained from the following statistics which 
summarize the efforts put fOrth in 1932 and 1933: 

Ships Visited c ••• c •• ,................................................. 471 
Visits to Barges, Lighters, and Other Vessels 661 
Meetings Held ........................ : ........................... :. 190' 
Attendance at _Meetings-----................. ------.. ---------- 3,670 
Portions of Scripture and Tracts Distributed .. 18,153 
New Testaments Distributed._ ... ______________ .. ___ .. ____ 628 
Bibles Distributed .................................................. , 9:3 
Free Beds: Provided._ .. __ ... ______ ... _________________ .... _____ ._ 313 
Free Meals Provided. __ .............. _____ . __ ... ___ .. __ ........... 823 

In 1932, 181 emigrants, 4 immigrants, and 11 sailors 
found lodging in the Home. 

In 1933 lodging in the Home was provided for 316 per
sons, among whom were 11 sailors, 4 immigrants. and 301 
emigrants. 

The proposed i}nnual Bndget for ,the Seamen's Home for 
1934 and 1935 is as follows: 

Salaries ............................................•..... $2.000.00 
Gas and Electricity ____ ... ________________ ..... :._. 400.00 
Coal ................ ,......................................... 203.00 
Water ............. :........................................ 60.00 
Interest .................................................. 150.00 
Repairs and Incidentals .. __ .. __ .... __ ........ 500.00 

$3.313.00 
Less Estimated Income........................ 800.00 

$2,513.,,00 for one year, or 
$5,026.00 for two yeats 

Respectfnlly snbmitted, 
", 

Eastern Home Mission Board, 

E. VAN HALSEMA, Secrdary. 
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SUPPLE1\'iENrI' VIII 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE FOR SOUTH AMERICA 

FATHERS AND BRETHREN OF SYNOD: 

W ITH gratitude to God the Committee for South Amer
ica can submit a very encouraging report. .. The 

Lord's blessing clearly rests upon the gospel work of our 
brethren in the ministry, and upon the faithful cooperation 
of consistories and congregations. The churches are grow
ing, both spiritually and in membersbip, .and bave the re
spect of the outsiders. The colonies are longing for class
ical assistance and pastoral visits. The mission work 
among other nationals is also gratifying. The Churches 
niake good use of tbe "exceptionally favorable opportunity 
for mission work before our Church there, due to the pres
ence of groups of Hollanders who can form the nucleus for 
the eventual organization of native churches" (De Korne). 
Buenos Aires has a Spanish mission every week in the sub
urbs, being led either by the pastor or by consistory mem
bers. Tres Arroyos has a Spanish service every Sunday, 
and the audience is much larger than that of the Holland 
service. Chubut has several mission stations, and Carem
behy, near Ponta Grossa, four German services a year. 
Solomon says: "Twoar~ better than one," and we are glad 
to state that the two pastors over there make an excellent 
team. All glory to God, and may He give us many more 
of the kind. 

The last General Synod in Holland expressed the wish to 
transfer Classis Buenos Aires and the whole South Ameri
can field to our Church, with definite financial regUlations. 
This is not a new idea over there. Even from the very start 
the mother Church has. advised her people in South Amer
ica to seek assistance from North America, and only when 
onr Synod insisted on cooperation did she consent. 
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This cooperation through committees worked very well. 
All correspondence was cordial and helpful. The Holland 
brethren always showed much interest in the spiritual wel-' I 
fare of their scattered people, and it would indeed be a real 
loss to the great and ever-growing field, if their cooperation 
were now to cease almost completely. Even if the official 
connection must be transferred from Europe to America, 
the two Churches should continue the faithful cooperation, 
at least during th" coming years of Holland immigration. 
For 25 years the dQughter Church assisted the mother 
Church to raise her child; and would that mother now in 
thi; imri'ortant period of life turn her child over in care of 
the daughter alone? For mutual benefit the three groups 
of churches should rather maintain as long and much as 
possible their intimate family-unity and stand together in 
all economic and ecuIl).enic counseling and c()operation. 
"A threefold ,cord is not quickly broken." Even all South 
Africa should join our ranks, too, and help to consolidate 
ti,e noble 'calise and our mutual interests. 

But is the official transfer indeed desirable for the field 
and for the cooperating Churches? Would the transfer 
make the field more safe? And is our sister Col1tinent 
really more a North American field than a European? 

Considering the present gap and contrasts between the 
Old and the New World, and also our Monroe DoCtriue 
against alien aggression, our pan,Americanism for mutual 
cooperation, our Intra,-Nationalism, and the important fact 
that the South increasingly follows the lead of the North, 
in 'religion as well as otherwise, then)ndeed much' can be 
said in favor of the transfer, Moreover, the two Americas 
are united continents, and so much alike' in history, form 
of government, living conditions, classes of people and 
problems of church-life, that Americans can sooner feel at 
home there, and adjust themselves to the field than most 
Europeans can. Speaking generally, South America is a 
new American field of labor, and a world of opportunities, 
and only exceptional European churchmen feel perfectly at 
home there. Hence, in the light of these considerations;we 
must admit that extension of the work under a fOJ;eign 
church-connectiojl might cause grave prohlems and losses' 
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while on the other hand the desired transfer would seem to 
open better prospects: 

(1) Many Holland immigrants, would feel at ease, know· 
ing that their lllother Church is still communicating, 
counseling and cooperating for their spiritual wei·. 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

fare. -

The churches, incorporated as American institutions, 
and registered in line with the Monroe Doctrine and 
the Pan-American Union, would stand more secure 
under government protection. 
Our Church here would realize more that Classis 
Buenos Aires and all our Reformed people in South 
America' are our field of labor, for which we must 
pray, and train laborers. And as Brazil allows Bible 
classes in the public schools, when twenty pupils de
sire it, this is a splendid opportunity for Christian 
teachers to spread their wings over a field as large 
as the United States. , 
The sending of a thirfl minister will, with the Lord's 
blessing, extend the work and open more locations 
for pastors, and so enable Classis Buenos Aires to 
take care of our people in the southern part of the 
field; and this will give the Committee a free hand 
to look after the spiritual interests of our people in 
the northern parts. 

But as the General Synod's official document is not yet 
here, and the reply of Classis Buenos Aires cannot be here 
before the middle of March, all- advice regarding transfer 
and regulations must be postponed until Apri!. 

Our only advice is to grant Classis Buenos Aires' most 
urgent request for a third minister. The former Synod 
waS forced to table this request; but shall the Classis of 
B. A. be able 10 do Home Mission work in the colonies, and 
in that way also prepare more calliug churches, therr a third 
minister is very necessary. The two ministers have so 
much work on their hands in their own fields, that they 
cannot give the colonies more assistance than some corre
spondence, translations and two monthlies, "Het Kerkblad" 
and "La Palabra Fie!." 
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In view of this pressing need our June meeting rejoiced. 
when Candiate William V. Muller and wife informed the 
Committee that their heart's desires are to do Gospel
work in South America. Praying and hoping that the Lord 
will open the way, they had already studied some Spanish 
and Portuguese. After a brotherly consideration, the fol
lowing was recorded: 

. "a. The Committee promises with joy, that we will cor
dially recommend them to the Synod for service in 
South America, if the occasion to do so may come. 

b. In regard to the year that must pass before Synod 
meets, the Committee advises brother Muller to fol
low the idea already mentioned, namely, to take a 
course in a good S·eminary, which includes training 
in Spanish and Portuguese." 

The brother, nobly supported by Classes Hudson and 
Hackensack, is this 5ear studying at Harford, Conn., while 
Mrs. Muller is in Passaic with her parents. He writes grate
fully about the Lord opening the way so far through the 
Eastern Classes, and about the fine spirit and course at the 
School of Missions, and. then closes his letter thus: "Since 

_ I have closed the door to other fields of lahor and have fixed 
my mind steadfastly on South America, that field has grown 
nearer and dearer to me, and my utmost desire is to serve 
the Lord there." 
- The occasion .to recommend Candidate and Mrs. Muller 

for service in South America fills us with joy and gratitude, 
and we hereby do so with all the cordiality and strength at 
our command. We advise that Synod call and examine 
our brother, and then give consent that the Committee ask 
Classes Hudson and Hackensack to ordain him for Classis 
Buenos Aires until the churches can incorporate properly 
and call their pastors. And as he is our first candidate with 
a specialized course of training for this field, we suggest 
that Synod set an hour some evening for an address or 
lecture on Gospel Work and Its Problem., in South 
America. trusting he will comply. 

If Synod can decide as advised, then their starting-point 
.may be the promising church at Ponta Grossa, Brazil. There 
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is the best prepared location, and the least expensive 
charge. The church ha~ 131 souls, some associates, and 
more families are expected soon from Holland. The col
ony started almost 25 yea.rs ago, built a church and a little 
Christian school, and hopes to build a parsonage also be: 
fore a minister arrives. F 

Trusting that Synod will gladly grant Classis Buenos 
Aires' urgent request, and boping that in due time the 
Fund will be able to pay tire small expense for this very 
important extension of the work, we crave God's blessings 
upbn all the synodical deliberations and acts. 

Our dear and highly esteemed adviser, Prof. W. Heyns, 
went to his eternal home arid reward. His gain is our loss. 
But it is encouraging to remember,. that the Lord's Word 
and Spirit remain present with us. 

Ons Kasboek stemt overeen met wat men vindt in onze 
"Yearbooks" 1932 en 1933 .. Bovendien ontving de penning .. 
meester van Second Englewood, $27.21; Van Liew, $5.00; 
K. S., $1; Donor, $7; en A Friend, $4.00; samen met 'I batig 
saldo van het jaar 1931..~ ___________________________ ...... _______ . ____ $2,811.18 
De uitgaven in deze twee jaren waren ____ ..... _ .. ______ .. _. 2,66_2;Hl 

Dit liet in kas op 1 Januari, 1934 ________________ $ 149.00 

Ook ontvingen deputaten het verslag der vergadering 
van Classis Buenos Aires, dat drie zaken bevat voor de 
Synode: 

(1) Groote ·erkentelijkheid voor den liefdevollen steun 
ontvangen .. 

(2) "Overname van de Classis door de zusterkerken in. 
Noord-Amerika. Hoewel er over deze zaak nog geen offi
cieele berichten zijn, is het uit de kerkelijkc bladen en ook 
uit de Acta der Generale Synode toch bekend, dat er in Ne
derland en Noord-Amerika over gehandeld is. Classis is 
niet tegen deze eventueele overname, maar zal gaarne eerst 
nader bericht van Depntaten ontvangen, en ook zullen in 
deze zaak. de gemeenten erkend en gehoord worden." 

(3) Dankbare vrengde in het blij vooruitzicht dat het ge
deukjaar 1934 onze strijdende kerk een groote schrede voor.-



ii 

ACTS OF SYNOD, 1934 261 

uit zal hi-engen, ook in Zuid-Amerika. De Classis rekent 
alvast op de komst van broeder en znster Muller in Brazi
lie;"en bovendien tracht zij ook in Argerutina een stap voor
waarts te doen. Daar is een talentvol ouderliug-oefenaar, 
Don Diego Zijlstra, dien men gaarne wi! licentieereru als 
hulpprediker, vooral voor Buenos Aires en omstreken. De
putaten'in Nederland en hier hebben al jarenlang gewenscht 
dat deze ouderling meer ging optreden als oefenaar, en het 
is oorzaak van blijdschap dat de Heere heni allengs meer 
verlost van zijne overbescheidenheid. Zeer gaarne willen 
we de Classis aanmoedigen om zooveel mogelijk gebruik te 
maken vandeze singuliere gaveu; maar zoolang de kas niet 
meer inkomen heeft dan de laatste jaren is er geen subsidie 
te geveri, zelfs niet voor een reizend prediker. "De Classis 
wijst op de groote behoefte aan evangelie-prediking, en de 
schoone gelegenheden aldaar, en vraagt daarna in allen 
ernst, of er"hier dan niet ergens nog eene gemeente of Clas
sis te vinden is, die zon kunneu helpen om een prediker in 
Zuid-Amerika te ondersteunen. ' 

Deputaten leggen dus ook deze zaak voor de Synode, 
hopende dat de Synode van 1934 weer Deputaten zal be
noemen, en hen zal gebieden dat zij vooittrekken in Bra
zilie, en, zoover het God belieft den weg te banen, oak in 
Argentina. 

Met eerbied onderworpen, 
Depntaten voor Zuid-Amerika, 

HENRY BEETS, praeses. 
J. WYNGAARDEN, penningmeeste.r. 
M. J.. WYNGAARDEN, secretaris. 
H. BLYSTM. 
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SUPPLEMENT IX 

RE;PORT OF THE PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 

To the Synod in session at Grand Rapids, Jl1ne 13, 1934. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 
I 

THE Publication Committee again has the pleasure to 
present its report for your consideration. In view of 

I the circumstances that obtained during the past two years 
it must be said that the report is an, encouraging one. While 
other church weeklies suffered exceedingly, some even be
ing forced to discontinue, we might carryon a1;ld creditably, 
though with a mnch reduced income. And according to 
reports at the close orthe first quarter of this year the out
look is decidedly brighter aud we may well thauk God and 
take courage. 

The mauaging arid soliciting personnel has continued to 
render its able and faithful service. A splendid spirit of 
co-operation prevailed, adding much to the pleasure .and 
efficiency' of the Committee's work. Definite. progress has 
been made along the line ,of collecting old debts and ob
taining new subscriptions. This helps to offset the number 
of cancelled subscriptions due to inability to pay for the 
papers. At the opening of 1933 our veteran solic1tor, Mr. 
Van Ess, was honored by the Committee with a fellowship 
supper in memory of his faithful services during a quarter 
of a century. 

Our editors-in-chief as well as the co-editors have put 
forth diligent efforts to maintain a high standard for our 
papers, and it appears from the favorable response of large 
numbers of our people that their efforts have been richly 
blessed. 

Some departments have changed headings as well as edi
tors. "Kerkelijk Leven," edited by Dr. Y.P. De Jong, 
made room for "Beschouwingen" of 'Rev. J. Bruinooge. 
"Our Doctrine," edited by Rev. Z. Sherda, was supplanted by 
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one edited by six regular contributors who write six articles 
each per year on vital subjects of their own choice. These 
contributors are: Revs. J. C. De Korne;W. Groen, G. Hoek
sema, P. A. Hoekstra, R. B. Kuiper, and C. Van Til. Some 
such change seemed necessary in view of the fact that the 
department, "Our Doctrine," did not meet with such popu· 
lar ,response as the Committee thought was its due. Of late 
requests have come in for systematic doctrinal contribu

'lions, and the Committee has provided the same in an 
eschatological series appearing at this time by various 
authors. Special articles are limited to one per month. 

A new department was introduced under the heading, 
"The Family Circle," ~and edited acceptably by Rev. B. H. 
Spalink. Due to an overload of work in his own field of 
labor, Rev. Spalink asked to be released from duty. The 
Committee, hearing his reasons, could not but grant his 
request. It has found, so it believes, a worthy successor in 
Rev. H. Ver,duin, who began his work in this department 
at the close, of the first quarter of the year. This depart
ment seems to meet with favor in many homes. The other 
departments and editors remain the same, and, on the 
whole, are well received. Church news in both papers is 
'more plentiful in late years. ' ' 

The'Committee has extended the usefulness of our papers 
by making them available gratis to our sick folk in the hos
pitals a!ld to our boys in the cec camps. The response to 
this arrangement has been hearty. 

The Committee sustained a severe loss in the death of its 
veteran secretary, Prof. W. Heyns. Being appointed by the 
Synod of 1910, his manifold and faithful labors in behalf 
of our church papers will long remain a blessed memory 
among us. As secretary he kept the records in splendid 
condition and the correspondence was carried on in a care· 
ful and wise manner so that many~a problem was satisfac-

, t()rily settled by his good judgment. We miss him in our 
meetings and now more fully appreciate the amount of 
work he performed as secretary since January, 1915. 

To fill the vacancy of our departed brother, the Commit
tee has appointed Rev. E. B. Pekelder. This appointment 
We present to the Synod for approval. 
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That the advertising material to appear in our church 
papers demands close scrutiny was evident from our experi-, 
ence of the past two years. Corporations and institutions' 
a considerable ,distance from Grand Rapids can make a 
good impression hy means of their literature and still he 
unfit for endorsement in our church weeklies. Thus it hap
peus that our husiness manager places advertisements that 
should not appear, and our papers are suhject to criticism. 
The Committee has heen pointed to errors of that kind and 
has tried to correct thel):l. It is clear, however, that some 
!:larm had heen done hefore the matter could be rectified. 
'Also in this connection vigilauce is the high command and 
price 'Of liberty. 

Our editors were again confronted with articles of ques
tionahle character, especially articles criticizing the Church. 
Recently the Committee adopted the following regulations 
concerning this matter: 

"In view of the fact that our editors from time to time 
receive artiCles criticizing the Church, the Board of Publi
cation feels that the following regulations, governing this 
matter, should be adopted: 

A. Articles which contain constructive criticism should 
not be refused merely becanse of their critical content. 

B.Articles shonld be refused: 
1) When the editors feel they have good reason to 

douht that the article was prompted hy love for 
and genuine interest in the welfare of the Church. 

2) When the editors are convinced that the article 
imperils the purity of the Church in doctrine or 
life. 

C.When the editors are in doubt what to do they shall 
consult the editorial committee." 

This ruling is presented for Synod's approvaL 

, The' Yearhook, already for the fourth year the official 
puhlication of the Church, has gone forlh these two years, 
though the numher of copies puhlished has been somewhat 
reduced. Of the 1933 issue some 3,800 copies were printed 
and sold; of the 1934 issue about 4,000 copies were printed 
and sold. These books have been marketed direct for the' 
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past two years and snccessfully. In the main the contents 
remained the same with minor changes and additions to 
make the book more nseful. 

The Banner Correspondence Cqurse has broadened out 
to three courses: . (1) The Bible Book by Book, covering 
the entire Bible in 42 lessons. ,(2) Genesis apd Matthew. 
This course also contains about 40 lessons and gives a more 
detailed explanation of these important books of the Bible. 
(3) Predictive Prophecy. This course covers the predic
tive prophecies of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation in 
about 44 lessons. It is a rather solid course and is intended 
for Bible stndents, teachers, etc. Several ministers have 
taken this course with evident satisfaction and profit. Prof. 
H. Schnltze is the instructor. The Rev. W. Stuart still con
ducts the first two conrses. 

In the fall of 1932, 105 students eurolled for the three 
courses: 45 enrolled for conrseN o. 1, 30 for course No.2, 
and 30 for conrse No.3. In the fall of 1933 there were 
about 80 students enrolled for the. three courses: 55 for 
course No.1, 8 for conrse No.2, and 17 for course No.3. 
Proof that these students really do cover the ground of these 
courses can be gleaned from the lists of names, appearing in 
"The Banner" from time to time, of those who Have re
ceived their certificates at the completion of the course. 

According to Synod's dl'cision . (Acts 1932, Art. 144, p. 139, 
1,2), the Church is to publish its own Psalter-Hymnal, and 
the Synod's Committee is instructed to work out this de· 
cision of Synod. Synod, however, did not specify which 
body shonld act officially to execnte this matter; neither 
did Synod ·provide" the necessary funds for this worthy 
enterprise. Synod did decide to angment the Psalter
"Hymnal Committee with two business men to be selected 
by and from the Publication Committee (Acts 1932, Art. 
144, p. 140, 3, b). This seemed to be the pointer for t.he 
Synod's Committee to request the Publication Commit· 
tee, it being an incorporated body having official and finan
cial standing, (a) to become the official publishers of the 
book, (b) to assume financial responsibility iA'the matter, 
(c) to copyright the book in its own name, and (d) to take 
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upou itself the storage of the eutire editiou aud the sale of 
said book to the churches and individuals. In view of the 
fact that only an incorporated body can properly discharge 
these duties we have responded favorably to this request 
and are pepared to take this work in hand as soon as mat
ters mature. We believe this step to be in harmony with 
the spirit of Synod's decisions on th~ matter and, hope Synod 
can approve our work. 

In looking over our financial sheet it will appear that 
matters are not so rosy as could be stated in previous re
ports. The number of subscribers to '.'De Wachter" has 
dropped by 1,200, and to "The Banner" by 1,000. In addi
tion to this reduced number of subscribers if must remem

,bered that collections have fallen off somewhat during these 
two years. Our manager has used: a wise plan in trying to 
collect old debts; a plan that encourages people to pay and' 
keeps their good-will. Add to the above that we were con
fronted with a banking situation in the early part of 1933 
that meant a substantial loss to the Publication Committee. 
Providentially a great part of our moneys was deposited 
with the Old Kent organization which remained solvent. 
However, some $4,000 was impounded in the G. R. National 
Bank and the G. R. Savings Bank ($2,000 in each). To pro
tect this amount about 20% of it was used in purchasing 
stock in both institutions according to rulings covering the 
reorganization of both banks. About 35 % of the total 
amount became available at the time of the reopening of 
these banks. 

With a slight deficit in 1932 and but a small profit in 1933 
it is no miracle at all that Calvin College and Seminary 
received but $1,500 during these two years. 

The wage scale in both shop and office has been repeatedly 
revised downward and the remunerations have been sub
stantially reduced. In this matter both the editors and co
editors have shown the utmost of good-will and co-opera
tion. Of late the wage scale had fo be raised to conform 
t,o the Code of Fair Competition for the Graphic Arts Indus
tries which became effective Feb. 25. The change means 
an increase in wages of about $700 per year. 
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The books have beeen audited annually by an accountant 
and found in excellent condition. The reports of said ac
countant have been filed with the Synodical Stated Clerk 
for Synod's inspection. A condensed statement of the finan
cial status is presented here for your verusal: 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 1932 AND 1933 

INCOME 1932 
Subscriptions, De' Wachter _ ............. __ . __ ...... __ . ___ ..... $ 9,012.34 

The Banner ...... ___ _.19,726.72 
Advertising, De Wachter ... __ ........ _ ..... __ .... _____ ...... _. 1,925.05 

The Banner . __ .. " .......... __ .. __ "' __ .......... " 6,443.15 
Other Income, Yearbook, etc .. -..... ___ ..... __ ....... ______ .... 827.97 

1933 
'$ 9,006.84 

19,853.56 
1,546.16 
4,602.76 

898.91 

Total Income ... _____ .... . ................. $37,935.23 $35,908.23 

EXPENSES 
Shop Wages .............................................................. $ 
Shop Expense, Power, Light, etc ...... ___ . ____ . __ ..... __ . __ 
Depreciation, Machines and Type .. ______ . ___ ............. . 
Paper, Ink, etc ......... _ .. _ .. _ ................ _ ... __ ............ __ ...... . 
Second Class Postage. __ .. ___ .. : .......... __ .... ___ .......... _ ...... . 
Agent~' ~alary, .Comm. and Expenses._ .... _)""_ .. ___ .. _ 
COmml.SSlOnS PaId _._ ... ___ .. __ ._ ........ _._. __ ..... ___ .......... _ .... . 
Editors' Salaries and Expenses ........ _ ..... _ .............. . 
Committee Fees and Expenses ... ___ ...... _. __ ............. . 
Office Salaries .. _ .. __ .. _ ............ _ .. _ ... _ ........ ___ .. __ ....... _ .. _._ 
Office Expenses ........................................................ " 
Insurance .................................... _ .............................. . 
Taxes ......................................................................... . 
Fuel ........................................................................... . 
Depreciation, Furniture and Fixtures ................. . 
Depreciation, Building ........................................... . 
Building Repairs ..................................................... . 
Charge off on Alterations, 1929 ................... . 

9,904.40 
873.12 

2,457.31 
6,258.24 
2,182.69 
2,836.58 
1,386.98 
4,730.17 

338.85 
4,800.02 

996.34 -
291.05 
388.91 
187.04 
197.26 
423.55 

64.23 
. 300.00 

$ 7,763.66 
784.41 

2,441.94 
7,182.60 
2,141.30 
2,459.54 
1,043.88 
3,839.50 

302:16 
4,133.40 

757.93 
201.03 
403.58 
150.16 
198.38 
423.54 

57.46 
300.00 

Total Expens~s ....................................... $38,616.74 $34,584.57 

Loss in 1932 .................................................... $ 681.51 
Gain in 1933 ... _______ .... ____ .. _______ .... __ .... _. _________ ... . 

The Banner 
Number of subscribers, Jan. 1, 1932.............. 14,000 
Number of subscribers, Jan. 1, 1934............ 13,000 

1,323.66 

De Wachte'r 
6,800 
5,600 

In addition to such matters as Synod deems necessary to 
pass on in connection ~th our church pUblicatidns, the 
Committee presents the following for synodical action: 
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(1) The election of editors-incchief. According to sy· 
nodical ruling (Acts 1926, p. 26) the Committee is to make 
a nomination. It presents the following .one: 

For "De Wachter" - Revs. R. L. Haan, H. Keegstra, and 
D. Zwier. 

For "The Banner" ,- Dr. C. Bouma, Revs.' G. Hoeksema, 
and H. J. Kuiper. 

If Synod so desires it can add other names to the trios 
presented. 
. (2) The election of Committee members. The retiring 
brethren are: Baker, Feenstra, Hulst, and Steigenga. The 
appointment of Rev. E. B. Pekelder to fill the vacancy left 

, open by the passing of Prof. Heyns calls for approval. 
(3) The Comrriittee requests Synod to receive Mr. J. B. 

Hulst, its chairman, as its official representative who is 
ready to inform Synod on matters that call for explanation. 

Humbly submitted, 
THE PUBLICATION COMMITTEE., 
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SUPPLEMENT ,X 

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR 
THE PUBLICATION OF THE. PSALTER-HYMNAL 

To the Synod of 193ft.. 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

'TOUR Committee herewith presents a brief account of 
I its labors since the appearance of Part I of the Agenda. 

The decision recorded on p, 88 of the Agenda, to seek 
bids on the work of printing the Psalter-Hymnal, has been' 
carried out. Your Committee has entered into a contract 
with a publishing firm, the making of plates is now proceed
ing at a satisfactory rate, and by the. time Synod meets, the 
Psalter part of the new praise book will be ready for 
printing. 

First of all it was necessary to decide whether the publi
cation of the nook 'was to be uudertaken by the Church 
itself, o~ with the necessary safeguards demanded by the 
Synod of 1932 (Acts, pp. 131), 140) was to be entrusted to 
some private publishing firm. 

Mter prolonged discussion of the matter, the following 
resolutiou was adopted: 

"WHEREAS a careful study of the Acts of Synod 1932 
pertaining to the publishing of the new Psalter-Hymnal 
reveals the following: 

a), That Synod declare the advisability, if not the neces
sity, of having this done in such a manner that the 
right of the Church to have full command over the 
contents be maintained. 

b) That the Acts of Synod, though not stating it defi
nitely in so many words, may well be interpreted to 
indicate that Synod favored the publishing of the new 
,Psalter-Hymnal by the Church itself. It is stated: 
'That the new .. Psalter.is to he a publication for the 
Church's own use,in public worsbip .. Obviously this 



L 

270 . CHRISTIAN REFORMED 'CHURCH 

is the Church's own business, and the Church has not 
only the right to manage- its own affairs, but is even 
in duty bound to maintain that right, in order not to 
be brought nnder the power of others.' 

c) That Synod furthermore resolved that it (Synod) 
shall 'proceed to make provision for the publication 
of the new Psalter-Hymnal and its concomitants un
der its own direction and supervision through a well
instructed synodical committee, instead of leaving the 
publication entirely to the initiative of other parties.' 

d) That 'Synod decreed 'that two business men be selected 
by and from the. Publication Committee, and be added 
to the synodical committee,' which seems to indicate 
that Synod had in mind the publishing of the Psalter
Hymnal by the Church itself; 

WHEREAS the above interpretation of the Acts of Synod 
is to a great extent corroborated by correspondence with 
the President of said Synod, the Secretary and some of the 
members of the Committee of Pre-advice in re this matter; 

WHEREAS the illseussion on the floor of Synod plainly 
indicated that Synod desired that the new Psalter-Hymnal 
be furnishl'd to the churches at as Iowa price as possible, 
if not at cost, which in itself would make it advisable that 
the Church itself undertake the publishing of the book; . , 

WHEREAS the distribution of the book can be accom
plished with very little expense for clerical labor and stor
age through the office of the Publication Committee; 

WHEREAS the financial standing of the Publication 
Committee will guarantee us to a great extent the J:inancing 
of this publication through a loan from the Bank; 

RESOLVED that the synoillcal committee for the new 
Psalter-Hymnal take the proper steps for the publishiug 
and the distribution of the book by the Church itself." 

This matter being decided, it now became necessary to 
seek the cooperation of the Publication Committee. Your 
Committee, not being an incorporated body, could of course 
not enter into a legal contract with any publishing firm, 
nor assume the necessary financial obligations. We are 
happy to report that we found the Publication Committee 
perfectly willing to co-operate with ns in this undertaking. 
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This Committee informed us that it had adopted the fol
lowing resolutions: 

1) "That the Publication Committee of the Christian 
Reformed Church become-the official publishers of 
the new Psalter-Hymnal. 

2) "That the Publication Committee shall assume all the 
responsibility for the financing of the pnblication of 
the new Psalter-Hymnal, provided, however, that any 
decisions by the Synodical Psalter-Hymnal Commit
tee relating to agreements with contracting parties 
shall be submitted to the Publication Committee for 
acceptance or rejection. 

3) "That the entire proQuction of the book up to the point 
that it is placed on sale shall be left to the Synodical 
Psalter-Hymnal Committee. This will include the 
printing and binding. the securing of copyrights, the' 
proofreading and the setting of the price of the first 
edition. The setting of the price shall be done in con
junction with the Publication Committee. Reasons: 
a) This is in accordance with the decision of Synod 

Acta 1932, p. 139). 
b) The Synodical Psalter-Hymnal Committee hav

ing decided and arranged all the details pertain
ing to the general make-np of the book, is the 
only body that can successfully function in this 
matter. . 

c) The Pnblication Committee is represented on the 
Psalter-Hymnal Committee by two of its mem
bers according to decision of Synod (Acta 1932, 
p. 140).' 

4) "That the title page is to have the name of the Publi
cation Committee printed at the bottom as tbe offi
cial publishe, of the book. 

5) "That the Publication Committee will take upon itself 
the storing of the entire edition and the sale of the 
book to churches and individuals. This is to be done 
through the office of 'The Banner' and 'De Wachter'." 

~ 

It is hardly necessary to say that your Comniittee gladly 
agreed to this arrangement and these conditions. 

We now proceeded to obtain bids from various publish
ing firms. Mr. J. J. Buiten, manager of "The Banner" and 
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"De Wachter,'.' met with us three or four times, and we 
gratefully record that we profited greatly by his experience 
in the publishing line.' 

It soon became apparent that no other firm could pos
sibly compete on equal t,mus wiih the United Presbyterian 
Board of Publication. The reason is nol far to seek. With 
the contract awarded to this Board, they allqw us the free 
use of all the metrical versions of the Psalms and also of 
the tunes owned by them, whereas any competiug firm 
would have to pay them a large sum of money (approxi
mately $1,500.00) for the use of this copyrighted material. 

After careful consideraiion of the various bids, and with 
the approval of the Publication Committee, the contract 
for the printing and binding of the book was awarded to 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publication. 

Since the beginning of March proof sheets have been 
arriving from the printers each week. The reading and cor
recting of these proofs is very painstaking work. We would 
gladly avail ourselves of the services of an experienced 
proof-reader, but this would mean considerable expense, 

, which would have to be added to the cost of publication. 
To keep Jhe cost down, your Committee has asked the Revs. 
H. J. Kuiper and D. Zwierto undertake this work, and they 
have spent on the average one d~y a week at this task. 

Although we c"lnnot at this time definitely say what the 
price of the book is going to be, it may be stated that your ' 
Committee hopes to be able to sell the book for one dollar 
per copy. Considering that the new Psalter-Hymnal will 
contain at least fifty pages more than the old Psalter, and 
that the paper, printing, and binding will in no wise be in-' 
ferior to the make-up of former editions, we are sure that 
,our churches will regard this price as very' reasonable 
indeed. 

In c~nnection with the setting of the sale price of the 
, book, we have two matters which we would like to lay 

before Synod: 

1) The Synod of ~930 authorized the Psalter-Hymnal 
'Committee to make an expense, not to exceed the sum of 
$1,500,00, for the procuring of new metrical versions for 
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the Dutch chorales (cf. Acta 1930, p. 59). The Synod. of 
1932 authorized the Committee to engage the Professors 

'Swets and Van Andel to prepare the arrangement of the 
Dutch chorales, and to give them some remuneration for 
this work (cf. Acta 1932, p. 131). 

In addition to the amount' of these remuneratious, which 
have been or will be paid from the Synodical Treasury, your 

, Committee has drawn upon this Treasury for traveling ex
penses, postage, etc. 

Although at the present time we cannot state what the' 
exact amount needed for remunerations and expenses will 
be, we presume that the total sum will be approximately 
$1,500.00. 

The question we now lay before Synod is this: Does 
Synod desire that this amount, advanced from the Synod. 
ical Treasury, shall be charged to the cost of pUblication? 

The answer to this question will make a difference iu the 
price of the book of about eight to ten !,ents per copy. 

2) Your Committee intends to sell the book -both to 
churches and individuals practically at cost price, and to 
allow dealers and agents no commission whatever. If we 
were to allow a commission, the price of the book naturally 
would have to be increased correspondingly. We, propose 
to allow dealers and agents to sell the book, if they so de
sire, merely as a rna Iter of convenience to th",ir customers, 

. but with the definite understanding that no profit whatever 
is to be made on the sale. ' , 

We would like to have synodical approval of this decision. 

Permit us to stress once more the imperative necessity 
of defiuite apd fiual action on all matters pertaining to the 
Psalter-Hymnal. Our contract with the publishers calls· 
for the completion of the book during the course of this 
year, involving the expenditure of approximately $15,000. 
Many of our churches are anxiously awaitiug the appear
ance of our new praise book. ,In fact, your Committee has 
been severely criticized for delaying its publication. 

In stressing the need of final actio)) we have, of course, 
particularly in mind our recommendations in regard to the 



274 CHRISTIAN REFORMED' CHU~CH 

elimina tion of a few of the hymns adopted by the former 
Synod and the, substituti'in of others to take their place, 
and the revision of the translations of our Creeds and 
Liturgy. 

May we suggest that Synod entrust these matters not to 
one, but to at least two Committees of Pre-advice, so as to 
give them ample time to. consider the various proposals? 

Your Committee at this time wishes to withdraw one of 
its recommendations found on page 131 of the Agenda, 
Part I. We refer to the third recommendation on this page, 
which advises the elimination of Acts 15 :18 as one of the 
proof-texts in Chap. I, Art. 6, of the Canons of Dordt. 

This proposal of outs has been frowned upon with strong 
disapproval by some of our people, and perhaps not with
out good reason .. It is, however, not because of this criti
cism that we now "Cithdraw our recommendation in regard 
to the e1imination of this proof-text, but becaljse it is con-
trary to the Comniittee's own decision! . 

The inclusion of this recommendation in ~ur report was 
due to an oversight on the part of the· secretary pro-tem, 
who took the place or'the departed Prof. !'leyns. It was the 
proposal of asub-committee, but was never adopted by the 
Committee as a whole. Hence this apology and retraction. 
We regret this error. 

The decision of the Committee as a whole anent this mat
ter, properly recorded by Prof. Heyns in our minutes of 
Oct. 13, 1932, was as Sollows: "That all quotations from 
Scripture be made to c(;mform to the American Revised 
Version, except in a few possible cases in which this trans
la tion is not in accord with the text of our Creeds and 
Liturgy." 

The proof-text in Chap. I, Art. 6, of our Canons of Dordt 
is one of those cases, and is, therefore, according to the 
Committee's decision, to be printed in full as found in the 
Authorized Version: "For known unto God are all his 
works from the beginning of the world," Acts 15:18 CA.. V.). 

In conclusion we inform Synod that your Committee has 
appointed its present chairman, the Rev. H. J. Kniper, to 
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be its representative at the meetings of the Committee(s) 
pf Pre-advice in re the Psalter-Hymnal, and on the floor of 
Synod when this matter is taken in hand. We bespeak for 
him the full privileges of the floor, according to a synod
ical decision of 1920 (Acta 1920, p. 27). 

Respectfully submitted, 
H. J. KUIPER. 

D. ZWIER. 
S. SWETS. 

H. J. VAN ANDEL. 

H. DENKEMA. 

J. B. HULST. 
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SUPPLEMENT XI 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, 1934 

To the Synod of 1934: 

ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

W E are privileged to present to you our fourth synod
ical report. The Synod of 1926 appointed a com

mittee on religious education and the first report was. ren
dered to the Synod of 1928. This first report emphasized 
especially the comprehensiveness of the task of advising 
and coordinating all the educational agencies of the 
churches. But since the Chr. Ref. Church is committed to 
the education of its members in creed and doctrine, the 
size of the task should never become a deterrent. Synod of 
1928 increased the committee to a membership of nine, 
making the committee permanent. Three members are to 
retire each synodical year. 

1. Mandate (Instructions and Interpretations). 

Since the work of vour committee is increasina in "C"~" 
we deemed it advisable to restate its chief mandate in order 
that it may be clearly before the minds of all and that all 
acHons may be in harmony with it. 

The synodical mandate given in 1926 (Acta 1926, p. 47) 
reads as follows: . 

"This committee will have the task of interesting itself 
in the instruction of our youth as it is given in and by our 
churches, and of searching for means by which this instruc
tion may be furthered." 

"This cOI~mittee will be expected to make a study of the 
needs arising in this sphere, and to serve the congregations 
with information and advice." 
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The Synod of 1928 accepted the following interpretation 
(Acta 1928, p. 32) : 

"The instruction is taken to mean that it was the purpose 
of Synod to maintain a Committee on Education as a per
manent organ in service of the churches as we also have 
permanent committees for other purposes: Missions, Theo
logical School, Emeritus Fund, etc. However, with this 
difference, that the Committee on Education has no supere 
-vising, hut only advisory powers." 

. The Committee's own conception of its task was con
fIrmed by Synod of 1928 and was recorded as follows 
(Acta 1928, p. 33) : 

"1. To make a study of the needs and problems in the 
fIeld of education provided by and under the auspices of 
tbe churches. This study will include a survey of. the edu
cational work conducted by the various churches of our 
denomination. It will of necessity include also a stndy of 
the educational work carried on by other denominational 
groups of our country and by the Reformed Churches of 
the Netherlands; 

"2. 110 promote the cause of religious instruCtion in our 
churches by encouraging constant improvement with re

,speel to materi"ll, methods, and class-room facilities. To 
this end pastors and teachers are invited to correspond with 
the Committee. The CommilJee will be interested to know 
of any material or method that has been used with marked 
success, or to receive any helpful snggestions from those 
who are engaged in the work of religious instruction; 

"It is further suggested that a department on. Religious 
.Education be opened in De Wachier, and be re-opened in 
The Banner, so that our people may more regularly he 
kept in touch with the problems and the work of religious 
'education, and be led to take a greater personal interest in 
this ma tter; • 

"3. To act as an advisory committee in the maliers of 
religious education, to which pastors and consistories are 
invited to come with their particular problems and needs. 
Situations vary, and it is impossible to outline a course of 
instruction that will he effective for all times. While sound 
and tho,rongh instruelion is necessary nnder all circum-
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stances, and sound methods of teaching remain that must 
be solved in the light of the peculiar situation in which the 
congregation finds itself. ' The Committee stands ready to 
advise pastors and consistories in these matters tOo the best 
of its ability; 

"4. To function as a point of contact between the Church 
,at large and other organizations that have the cause of re
ligious instruction and training at heart. Here are to be 
mentioned our Christian Schools\ especially as repr,esented 
by the Union of Christian Schools, THe American Fedel'
ation of Reformed Young Men's Societies, Mission Training 
Schools, and similar organizations: While the Church in 
no way proposes to intrude upon the activities of ,these 
organizations, it is highly desirable that a closer contact 
among them be established. Occasional conferences of the 
authorized representatives Oof these organizations WQuld un
doubtedly do much to enconrage each one in the work of 
its own sphere, and to bring about a larger measure of co
ordination and mutnal helpfulness. It is suggested that 
delegates chosen by the Educational Committee be cOusid
ered as representatives of the Church and its educational 
work in conferences of this kind." 

II. Conflicting Advices and Instructions./ 

,a. PERMANENCY OF COMMITTEE. 

Synod of 1928 said (ActaJ928, p. 32): " ... it is the 
purpose of SYIl'od to maintain a Committee on Education 
as a permanent organ ... " 

Synod of 1932, without any report or discus,sion on the 
advisability or inadvisability of maintaining the position of 
Synod of 1928, quoted extensively in I above, adopted the 
following resolution, upon advice of its committee of pre
advice (Acta Syhodi.1932, p. 46) : 

"Synod hereby continues the synodkat committee on Re
ligious Education and instructs it to draw up a cycle of 
studies covering six years of study to be reported at uext 
Synod." , 

It is evident that this Synod recognized only partially the 
purpose of the Committee 'On Education, and had forgotten 
whollyabout.its permanency. 
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b. INSTRUCTIONS TO COMMITTEE. 
It is perfectly right that the Synod should give the com

mittee definite- instructions from time to time, but when 
these are inconsistent it is extremely difficult for the Com
I)'littee to know what is the mind of Synod. (cf. Acta 1932, 
p. 45, III, 2.) 

"Synod, for the present, sustains the position of the synod
ical committee' when it says, iL'therefore, cannot see its 
way clear to recommend a system of Sunday SChODl Jes- , 
sons and topics 'Of 'Our 'Own, bnilt 'On tbe principles of the 
International Lessons System, i. e., the same topics for all 
ages'," and! (Acta 1932, p. 45, II, 3): "Synod authorizes the 

, Committee to complete the books .... Adopted." 
_ Synod has "for the present" agreed thaI the principles 
underlying the International Lessons System should not be 
employed in our Sunday School Lesson Series, arid that a 
more pedagogical'plan should be followed, and then imme
d!iately reverses its position by instructing the committee to 
draw up a six~year outline, (" ... and instructs it to draw 
up'a cycle of studies covering six years of study to be re
ported at next Synod," cf. Acta Synodi 1932, p. 46) accord
ing to the very plan it had rej ected. 

The -committee has felt that this matter was not clear 
before the consciousness of Synod and it has, therefore,fol
lowed what it considered the wiser course.' The committee 
has concentrated upon just one plan and that is the plan 
suggested in its report of 1930 (Acta 1930, p. 324, Sec. VII) 
and re-stated in its report of 1932 (Acta 1932, p. 279 If., 
Sec. II). 

'III. Unified Church School. 
In 1930 your committee presented its plan for a unified 

Church School (combination of catechism and Sunday 
School) (Acta 1930, pp. 324-333) with this request, 

"The committee asks that Synod express its approval of 
a unified Church-School, embo!iying a progressive course 
of study in Sacred History and Christian Doctrine, making 
use of the time and teaching talent now employed in both 
catechetical classes and tbe Sunday School." _ 

The question of a unified course has been referred to 
the i'hurches f'Or study twice (1930 and 1932). We would 
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now renew our proposal of 1930, stated above, and respect
fully ask Synod, to give its definite approval. We herewith 
reproduce the diagram of the plan given in 1930. (A full 
explanation is given in Acta 1930, pp. 327-329.) 
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. Your committee is sorry to report that nothing definite 
has as yet been accomplished in the direction of Sunday 
School readers for gr"des 3, 4, and 5, for which last Synod 
directed this committee to prepare a prospectus. It is felt 
that Christian School teachers who have experience in 
teaching these grades should have a large share.in prepar
ing the lessons for this Bible Study Course. But the finan
cial situation has been such that it was felt that the com
mitiee should not make any large expenditure at this time. 
We trust, however, tljat before long we will be able to 
present something definite for the approval of the churches. 

IV. Bible School for Lay Workers. 
After a thorough study of a school which end~avors to 

promote the preparation of High School and College gradu
ates for all types of evangelistic work by granting special 
diplomas to graduates of those Christian Colleges and 
Seminaries which satisfy its curricular demands, and wish 
to cooperate, the committee learned that our College can 
quite readily fulfil the demand of such a curriculum by the 
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addition of a .few courses which will make a major in 
'Bible' possible. The question pf the advisability of the 
introduction of such a major has' been suggested informally 
to the college faculty for consideration. 
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This study drew our attention to the fact that there is a 
dearth of trained lay workers. The Sunday schools and the 
congregational missions are experiencing no little difficulty 
in obtaining efficieut teachers. There are a large number 
of church members who have qualities of leadership and 
desire to be active in Kingdom work, but are handicapped 
by the lack of opportnnities to obtain the specific training 
which is neoessary to make their work effective. 

It is obvious that we need Bible Schools, which are thor- ' 
oughly Reformed. We cannot aff'Ord to compromise our 
glorious heritage. Our teachers and workers must be able 
to combat error with truth. But how are they going to 
answer those under the influence of the insidious evolution
ary thought which so permeates moderu education today, 
and those entranced or disturbed by the teachings of dis .. 
pensationalism, and those who seek to erase all Iines of dis
tinction between the Church and the world, unless they 
themselves can speak with a conviction which is born of 
faith and rooted in knowledge? 

'N e had planned to open a Bible School in the Grand 
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Rapids center as a controlled experiment, ,in order to be 
able to bring before Synod some very concrete findings, 

,but we were delayed in carrying out our plans. The ,courses 
we had planned to offer were: The Sunday School Lesson, 
a systematic study of the Bible; Pedagogy of the Sunday 
School, and Personal Evangelism. We now request' that 
Synod permit us to organize a Bible School in the Grand 
Rapids center and that the control of that school he left 
with this committee for a period of two years, at least. Our 
reasons for making this request are: 

1. A controlled experiment in one ceuter will be instru
mental, if successful, in the establishment of similar 
schools in other centers. 

2. An intimate study of one school, its organization, its 
needs, its activities, and its benefits, will enable us to, 
advise other consistories and pastors in centers where 
similar schools may be contemplated or established at 
later dates. 

3. Some time ago, representatives of for,ty-two churches 
in Grand Rapids, not counting any of our own church
es, asked for such a school to 'be taught by' our men. 
Although these schools must be organized first of all 
to meet our needs, the possibility of acting as a leaven 
in the community must also be considered very seri-
ously. . 

V. Miscellaneous. 

a. SURVEY. 

The committee suggested in 1930 that a survey of all the 
educational work of our churches, similar to the one just 
completed then, be made every four years. The first one 
was made in 1929 and the second should have been made 
in 1933. Due, however, to the expense involved in making 
such an extensive survey the committee has postponed' ac
tion until the time arrives when the expeuse can be borne 
more easily. 

b. BIBLE COURSE. 

Your Committee has communicated with the National 
Union of Christian Schools and has received assurance that: 
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"The Union Bihle Course is drawn' up along lines which 
are in harmony with the recommendation of th e confer
ence of Synodical,Committee, Principals' Clubs of Michigan, 
Iowa, Illinois, and New Jersey and the National Union of 
Christian Schools. (See Acts of the Synod, 1932, pages 
273-285) ." 
- c.' NAME. 

Our committee is known by various names, and is most 
commonly called the "Religious Education Committee." 
We feel that this designation is misleading and would sug
gest that its official naxpe be, COMMITTEE ON EDU
CATION. 

d. REPRESENTATION AT SYNOD. 

The committee respectfully asks that Synod permit Rev. 
W. Stuart (Mr. G. J. Van Wesep, secundus) to present our 
report and to act for the committee before Synod and its 
committee, of preadvice. 

e. MEMBERS. 

The terms of the brethren A. Peters, A: J. Rooks, and 
. W. Stuart expire this year. 

Respectfully submitted, 
L. J. LAMBERTS, 

H. ,H. MEETER, 
. G. HEYNS, 

G. W. HYLKEMA, 
P. A. HOEKSTRA, 
A. PETERS,-

A.'J. ROOKS, 

W. STUABT, 

G. J. VAN WESEP. 
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SUPPLEMENT XII 

REPORT OF ,THE EMERITUS BOARD 

To the Synod of 1934: 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

Your Board for the Emeritus Fund is now coustituted 
as follows: 

President: Rev. J. O. Vos; alteruate, Rev. H. E. Oosten-
dorp; , 

Vice-President: Mr. George D. Vander Werp; 
Secretary-Treasurer: Mr. William K. Bareman; alter

nate, Mr. EdwardWieringa. 
Mr. Henry Hekman, and Rev. J. O. Bouwsma; the last 

named was alternate for Rev. H. M. Vander Ploeg. Mr. 
Henry Hekman is the representative for the Van Agthoven 
Estate. As far as we know, we have no alternates for Mr. 
George Vander Werp and Mr. Henry Hekman. ' 

The retiring members this year are William K. Bareman, 
Rev. J. O. Vos, while the Rev. H. M. Vander Ploeg, whose 
term would also have expired, passed on to his eternal 
reward. Therefore Synod will have to appoint three Board 
members with their alternates. 

The following of the beneficiaries passe~ on to their 
eternal home: Rev. H. J. Heynen, Rev. A. W. Meyer, Rev. 
E. J. Tuuk, Rev. B. Zwaagman, Rev. D., Weidenaar, and 
Mrs. Helen Beld. ' 

The following sent notice that, they were no longer in 
need of support: Rev. P. Kosten, Rev. B. Vanden Brink, 
Mrs. Kett, Mrs. Lina Drukker, Mrs. E. J. Tuuk, Mrs. Dena 
Heyns (now Mrs. L. Berkhof), which we gratefully 
acknowledge. 

Requests for aid came from: Classis Hudson for Rev. 
Timmerman and Mrs. W. Kuipers, $800.00 each; Classis Pa
cific for Rev. M. Borduin and Rev. D. H. Muyskens, $1,000 
each; Classis Orange City for Rev. J. Gulker, $900; Mrs. 
Schultz, $200; Mrs. H. J. Heynen, $600; Mrs. P. Van Vliet, 



ACTS OF SYNOD, 1934 285 

$500; Mrs. A. W. Meyer, $150. From Classis Pella for Rev. 
J. J. Dyk, $1,100. A number of Classes have asked for the 
sa~e amount as last year, and others undoubtedly will 
do so. 

We were not able to pay the full amount as was planned. 
, In 1932 we could; only pay 64%, and in 1933 only 56%. 

What does our God say to our Church with such conditions? 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
For 1932 For 1933 

Balance of 193L.. _________ $ 151.34 Balance of 1932 ____________ $ 808_35 
Receipts, ________________________ 29,786_54 Amount Impounded 565.11 

_ $29,937.88 
Disbursements .. ___ ._ ....... 29,129.53 

Available Balance ... ____ .$ 243.24 
Receipts .... __ .. __ .............. 26,580.47 

Balance __________________________ $ 808.35 $26,823.71 
Van ~Agthoven Legacy 5,000.00 

$31,823.71 
Disbursements ........ __ ... 30,406.58 

Balance _ ........ ____ ............ $ 1,417.13 

The books of the Treasurer were audited and found 
correct. 

The following Classes were in arrears January 1, 1934, 
as follows: 

California __ ..... __ . ____ ........ _____ ........ ___ .. $ 1,215.84 
Grand Rapids EasL._. __ .. _ ..... _____ .... 7,014.58 
Grand Rapids West. ____ ....... __ .... __ .... 11,796.72 

~~ll~~':r_c~ __ :::::':::::-_::::::::::::::::::::: 3,~g~:~g 
Hudson ______________________________________________ 1,670.89 

M~~k~~O;;--~~::::~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~~::: !;t~~:~~ 
Orange City ................... __ ............... 7,395.92 
Ostfriesland .............. ,....................... 3,211.33 
Pacific ................................................ 1,527.00 
Pella .. ______________ ..... _______ .. _ .. _________________ 1,668.00 
Sioux Center .................................... 7,461.70 
Wisconsin ... ' ............... __ ........... '_........ 2,023.32 
Zeeland ....................................... _.... 5,257.43 

Total Arrears .. , ........ _ .... $62,867.78 
Respectfully submitted, 

W. K. BAREMAN, Treas. 
Zeeland, Michigan. 
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SUPPLEMENT XIII 

CORRESPONDENCE, ,REFORMED CHURCHES OF 
THE NETHERLANDS 

Aan de een»a'arde Synode van de Christeiijlee Gerefor
meerde Kerle, saam te leomen 13 .Juni, 1934, te Grand 
Rapids, Michigan; 

WELEERWAARDE BROEDERS: 

N' AMENS deputaten voor de correspimdentie met buiten
, landsche kerken dank ik n harteIijk voor de toezen-

ding der Agenda, Part I en II. ' 
\Vij namen kennis met groote belangsteIIing van den zeer 

belangrijken inbond van de tweedeelen van nw rijke 
Agenda.' , ' 

Niets Iiever zou het den deputaten zijn een of twee afge
vaardigden te zenden ter vertegenwoordiging van onze ker
ken, en weI in het bizonder dit jaar, mede als bewijs van 
groote erkenteIijkheid dat uwe kerken wederom zich deden 
vertegenwoordigen door Dr. Henry Beets, dien wij zoo 
gaarne zagen en hoorden in het midden der laatstgehouden 
Syrfode onzer kerken te Middelbnrg. Daarom zijn wij er 
haast mede verlegen u te moetelJ berichten, dat wij dit jaar 
geen afgevaardigde (n) kUlmen zenden, en weI uit hoofde 
van de grootefinantieele uitgaven aan zulk eene afvaardi-
ging verhonden. , 

Het crediet aan de genoemde depntaten verleend is zoo 
, laag gesteld door Middelburg's Synode dat daaruit geen af
vaardiging kan bekostigd. Deputaten doenhnn best broe
ders of een broeder te vinden die eventueel zal kunnen wor
den afgevaardigd geheel of gedeeIteIijk bliiten bezwaar van 
de kas. Zij zijn diep doordr<ingen van het zeer gewenschte 
eener geregelde en niet onderbroken correspondentie mede 
bestaande ,in wederzijdschevertegenwoordiging op de 
~ynodes. 
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Wij hopen op guns tiger omstandigheden! 
Houdt ons ditmaal VOOI' verontsehuldigd! 

287 

De Koning del' Kerk hekwame u 4001' de werking eu voor
liehting des Heiligen Geesles de zoo helangrijke Agenda af· 
te moge" handelen tot blijdsehap en voldoening del' !eden 
uwer Synode, tot heil uwer kerkgemeensehapin h~t bizon
del' en van de Gereformeerde Kerken over de wereld ver
spreid in het algemeen_ 

Met heilbede en hartelijke broedergroete, 
Namens Deputaten vool'noemd, 

G. KEIZER. L. t. s. 
, De Steeg, Mei, 1934. 
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SUPPLEMENIT XIV 
--'--

CORRESPONDENCE, REFORMED CHURCH OF 
SOUTH AFRICA 

WELEERW. BROEDERS IN CHRISTUS: 

D IE Deputate vaq die Geref. Kerk in S. A. vir korrespon
densie met die Buitenlandse Kerke, gee met hierdie 

skrijwe uitvoeriug aan die opdrag van ons Sinode gehou te 
Pretoria gedurende Maart van hierdie jaar. Met groot dank
baarheid aan die Heel' kan ons uberig dat ons Sinode, hoe
weI byeengeroep onder die geweldige druk van die heersende 
wereld depressie en 'n ongekende droogte in ons land,' tog' 
kennelik die seen van God geniet hel. Nie aIleen was byna 
al die gemeentes van ons uitgestrekte werelddeel verteen
woordig nie, maar die erns en vaste voorneme van al die 
afgevaardigdes om met aIlekragte die belange van Gods ko
,ninkryk te bebartig, was baie verblijde'i/d. Ok was dit 'n 
oorsaak van groote bljdskap dat daar geen teken van dwaal
leer of modenistiese neigings openbaar geword het nie. 

Aan u adres is die Akte van gemelde Sinode gepos, waar
uit u nadere inligtings sal verkry. 

Een van die gewigtigste sake onder behandeling was die 
invoering in ons kerk van die nuwe vertaling van Gods, 
Woord in die Mrikaanse-taal. Sedert die aanleg van die 
volksplanting deur die Oost Indiesche Kompagnies onder 
die Regering van Nederland, was in ons kerke in gebrllik 
die State vertaling van 1618-'19. In die loop van die tyd is 
hier egter 'n nuwe taal gebore, wat 'n eie vertaling van die 
Bybe! noodsaaklik.maak. Die N ederlandse taal word deur 
die afrikaanse volk nie! meer so goed verstaan nie. Vir 
hierdie nuwe vertaling was daar drie vertalers uit die drie 
afrikaanssprekende Kerke en het hulle hartelik saamge
werk. Waar ons met weemoed afskeid neem van die ge
liefde State Bybel, waardeur ons volk soveel eeue geestelik -
gevoed was, daar besef ons aan die ander kant hoe getroll 
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die sorg is van onse verbonds God am ons sy Woord in ons 
eie moedertaal te skink. 

Verder, waarde Broeder, is aan ondergetekendes opdrag 
gegee am met u te korrespondeer oar. die volgende: 

(1) Wysiging van die Liturgiese Formuliere. 
In onse gemeentes bly nag altyd in gebruik dieselfde Li

turgie soos in die Geref. Kerke van Nederland·en Amerika. 
Daarvan moet nou egter, soos die geval was met die Bybel, 
'n vertaling plaasvind. Daartoe is deur die Sinode 'n kom-

. missie benoem, met die opdrag am oak saaklike wysiginge 
aan te bring. Ons verneem dat ook by.u 'n beweging tot 
wysiging aan die gang is. Baie dankbaar salons wees, in
dien u reeds,enigeaksie in die rigtinggeneem het om-nadere 
inligting te ontvang. Enige voorstelle van ons kant af, sal. 
ons, so die Here wil, voor ons a. s. Sinode (1936) tot u ken
nis bring. 

(2) Sending en Poligamie (Akte, bladsy 95). 
Aangesien daar geen eenstemmigheid bestaan aangaande 

die vraag of .poligamie toegelaat is in die.eerste kristelike 
gemeentes, onder heidens wat tot bekering gekom het nie, 
en ons Sinode hierdoor geen finale besluit geneem het nie, 
sou ons gaarne die oOl'deel van die Geref. Kerke by u hier
oor verneem. (Zie p. 46, Acta, vooi- Commissie opdracht.) 

(3) Internasionale Sino de. 
. Aangaande die wyse Van samestelling verwys ons u na 
bladsy 40 van die toegesonde akta soos reeds van tevore aan 
u. geskrywe: Graag verneem ons u advies bieroor. Verder 
is besluit dat weens die werelddepressie die praktiese uit
voering van hierdie saak tans onmoontlik is. Bij die intree 
van nuwe eu betere tye salons, D. V., met u verder korres
pondeer. (Zie p. 20, Acta, Comm. Corr.) 

U en die Geref. Kerke in u vaderland die genade en naby
heid van oIJ'se getrouwe verbonds God toebiddende. 

U Broeders in Kristus. 
Die deputate vir korrespondensie met buitenlandse kerke, 

Burghersdorp: D. PO&TMA. 

Midde/burg: Ds. J. G. VANDERW"LT. 
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SUPPLEMENT XV 

REPORT OF LORD'S DAY ALLIANCE 
REPRESENTATIVE* 

To the Synod of the ChI'. Ref. Church, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

THE Synod of 1932 re-appointed us, namely, Dr. H. Beets 
. as an honorary vice-president, and Rev. J. J. Hiemenga 
as a member of the Board of Managers of the Lord's Day Al
liance of the U. S. During the two years it has been our 
privilege to keep in close touch with the above named Alli
ance and to observe carefully, and to co-operate in the work 
which the Alliance tries to perform. The purpose of the 
Alliance is expressed in its constitution as follows: "The 
preservation of the first day of the week as a time set apart 
for rest, worship, religious education, and the service of 
God." Due to the present economical crisis, this work has 
also suffered considerable. Expenses had to be reduced to 
the extent that all salaries have been cut to a minimum; tbe 
pUblication of, the official organ of tbe Alliance, namely, 
"The Leader,'" has been reduced to a bi-monthly instead of 
a monthly publication .• On the other hand the spirit of law
lessness has increased in our land. And if there ever was a 
need of united effort on the part of the forces of our Lord 
to preserve his divine institution of His Day, it is now. 

The member of the Board of Managers has attended al
most all the meetings of said Board. He is at present chair
man' of the Committee of Finance, He has gone through 
the difficulties 'Yith which the Alliance had to contend dur
ing these two years, 

Being in 'full harmony with the purpose and methods of 
the Lord's Day Alliance of the U, S" we therefore recoin-, 

* Reports of other similar bodies'are found in, the Agenda. 



r 

I 
I 
I 
l;· 

i 
I 
! 

I , 

ACTS OF SYNOD, 1934 291 

mend this organization to ,the continued moral and finan
cial support of the Chr. Ref . __ Church. ' 

We understand that if the Chr. Ref. Church is to continue 
its relation with the Alliance, that Synod will be asked to' 
re-appoint one individual as Honorary Vice-President and 
another as member of the Board of Managers of said organi
zation. The General Secetary of the Alliance, Dr. H. L. 
Bowlby, will not be able to attend our Synod and 'present 
the cause of the Alliance. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY BEETS. 

J. J. HIEMENG.<. 

See Article 38, Acta, as to resolution. And Article 169, 
Appointment of representatives. 
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SUPPLEMENT XVI 
(cf. Article 117, Acta) 

NEW FORMS: INSTALLATION OF ELD,ERS AND 
DEACONS AND SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGE 

FORM FOR THE ORDINATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS 

Beloved Christians, having previously made known unto you the 
names of our brethren whb were chosen to the office of elders and 
deacons in this Church, and no one, .having appeared to allege any
thing lawful against them, yre shall therefore, in the name of" the 
Lord, proceed to their ordination. 

It is well. first, to remind our$elves of what the Word of God 
teaches regarding these offices. 

The office of elder is based on the kingship of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who, when He ascended, left His Church in the world and provided· it 
with officers who should rule in His name. The apostle Paul, in Acts, 
insists upon the ordination of elders in every Church, and, in his letter 
to Timothy, commands those who rule well to be' counted worthy of 
'double honor, especially those who labor in the Word and in teaching. 
In this and other passages Paul distinguishes between the elders who 
labor particularly in the ministry of the Word and the Sacraments, 
and those who have the supervision of/the Church together with the 
ministers of the Word. Therefore the Church has, from the begin
ning~ had elders in addition to ministers and pastors. 

The work of the elders is that of ruling in the name of the ascended 
King, and as servHnts of the great Shepherd, caring for His flock. It 
is therefore also the duty of the elders to maintain the purity of the 
Word and Sacraments, to uphold the good order of the Church, care
fully guarding the sacredness of the offices and faithfully exercising 
discipline. They should, moreover, with love and humility promote 
the faithful discharge of the office by their fellOW-Officers, having par
ticular regard to the doctrine and conduct of the minister of the Word, 
that the Church may be edified and may manifest itself as the pillar 
and ground of the truth. 

To fill worthily so sacred an office, the elders should set an example 
of godliness in their personal life j they should likewise be exemplary 
in their home life; and finally they should be models in their relations 
with their fellow-men. Walking thus in all godliness, and faithfully 
dischal'ging their office, when the phief Shepherd shall be: manijes'ted, 

, they shall receive the crown of glory that jadeth- not away, 

The office of deacon is based upon the interest and love of Christ in 
behalf of His own. This interest is so great that He deems what is 
done unto one of the least of His. brethren as done unto Him, thus 
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appointing the poor to represent Him!:ielf in our expression of sym
pathy and benevolent service on ,earth. For I was hUng1'Y, and ye 
gu'V'ci me to eat; I was thirsty, and 'ye game me d<r',ink; I was a 
stranger, and ye took ,1ne in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick, 
and ye visited 'llW; I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 

According to Acts 6, the apostles themselves in the beginning min
istered unto the poor; but afterwards, peing '·overburdened with this 
service to the' 'extent that ,some were neglected, certain men were 
chosen to whom they committed the special responsibility of exercising 
this ministry, leaving the apostles gre~ter opportunity to continue 
stedfastly in prayer and in the ministry of the Word. Since that 
time the Church has recognized this service as· a distinct office. 

The work of deacons consists in the faithful and diligent ingathering 
of the offerings which God's people in gratitude make to their Lord, 
in the prevention of poverty, in the. humble and cheerful distribution 
of gifts according to the need, and in the relief of the distressed both 
with kindly deeds and words of consolation and cheer from Scripture. 

To fill worthily so sacred an office the deacons, as the elders, should 
set an example of godliness in their personal life; they should likewise 
be exempIc.ry in their home life; and finally, they should be models in 
their relations with their fellow-men. Thus conducting themselves as 
worthy representatives of Christ's loving care, and faithfully minis
tering in His name to those who are the beloved of God, they gain to 
themse·lves. a good stwnding -and great boldness in the /a.ith which is 
in Christ J 6Sus. 

To the end, therefore, beloved brethren N. N., that the Church may 
hear that you are willing to take your respective offices upon you, 
you are requested to answer the following questions: 

First: Do you, both elders and deacons, feel in your hearts 
that you are lawfully called of God's Church, and consequently of 
God Himself, to these your respective holy offices? 

Sec'Ond: Do you believe the Old and the New Testament to be 
the only Word of God, and the Doctrinal Standards of this Church 
to be in l).armony therewith? . 

Third: Do you, having heard the exposition of the meaning 
.and requirements of these offices, promise to discharge- them faitb
fully by the grace of God; you elders, in the government of the 
Churchr together with tlie ministers of the Word; and you dea
cons, in the administration to the poor? 

Fourth: Do you promise to walk in all godliness and submit 
to the government of the Church in all things pertaining to your 
o.ffice? ' 

ANSWER: 'r do (to be given by each individtwlly). 

,-r Then the minister shall say.-

The Almighty God and Father replenish you all with His grace, that 
you mQy faithfully and fruitfully discharge your respective offices. 
AMEN. 
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I charge you, elders, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, to be dili
gent in the government of the Church which is committed to you jointly 
with the minister of the Word,. Be faithful watchmen over the House 
of God, taking heed that purity of doctrine and godliness of life be 
maintained. 

I charge you, 9-eacons, in the name of the Lord- Jesus Christ, to be 
diligent in receiving the gifts of God's people, prudent and cheerful 
in the distribution of the same, sympathetic and self-denying in the 
ministry of christian mercy. 

I charge yoti, beloved Christians, to receive these brethren as the 
servants of God, sustaining them with your daily prayers. Render 
to the elders all honor, encouragement, and obedience. in the Lord. 
Provide th,e deacons generously with the necessary gifts for the needy, 
remembering that in so much as you do it unto the least one of these 
His children, you do it unto Him. May God give us to see in the min
istry of the elders the supremacy of Christ and in the ministry of the 
deacons the care and love of the Savior. Each one of you doing this 
in your respective callings, shall receive of the Lord the r€ward of 
righteousn~ss. 

PRAYER 
o Lord-God and heavenly Father, we Jhank -Thee that it 

has pleased Thee, for the better edification of Thy Church, 
to ordain in it, besides the ministers of the Word, rulers and 
assistants, by whom Thy Church may be preserved in peace 
and prosperity, and the indigent assisted; and that Thou hast 
at present granted us in this place men who are of good testi
mony!. and we trust endowed with Thy Spirit. We beseech 
Thee, replenish them more and more with such gifts as' are 
neces.sary for them in their ministration; with the gifts of 
wisdom, courage, discretion, benevolence, sYmpathy, and self
denial, to the end that every one,may, in his respective office, 
acquit himself as is becoming; the elders in taking diligen.t 
heed unto doctrine and life, in keeping out the wolves from 
the sheepfold of Thy beloved Son; and in admonishing and 
reproving disorderly persons. In like manner, the deacons 
in carefully receiving, and liberally and prudently dis
tributing alms to the poor, and in comforting them with 
Thy holy Word. Give grace both to the elders and deacons, 
that they may persevere in their faithful labor, and never 
become weary by reason of any trouble, pain, or persecution of 
the world. Grant especially Thy divine grace to this people, 
over whom they are placed, that they may willingly submit 
themselve.s to the good exhortations of the elders, counting 
them worthy of hono'r for their work's sake; give also unto the' 
rich liberal hearts towards the poor, and to the poor' grateful 
hearts towards those~ who help and -serve them; to the end 
that everyone acquitting himself of his duty, Thy holy Name 
may thereby be magnifiedi, and the kingdom of Thy Son Jesus 
Christ .enlarged, in whose name we conclude our prayers. 
saying: 

Our Father who art in heaven, etc. AMEN. 
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FORM FOR THE SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGE 

~ 'Where the wedding takes' place before the congregation (cf .. Art. 
70 of the Church Order), the following announcement is to be made on 
the previous Sunday: 

N. N. and N. N. have signified their desire to be united in marriage 
in- this church on. ___ .... _ ......... __ .. ___ .. _. If there are no lawful 'Objections, 
the ceremony ,*iIl take place on that date. 

Beloved in the Lord, we are assembled here in the presence of God 
for the purpose of joining in marriage N. N. and N. N. Since we 
have received no lawful objections to their proposed union, let us rev
erently call to mind the institution, purpos.e, and obligations of the 
marriage state. ' 

The holy bond of mal"riage was" instituted by God Himself at' the 
very dawn of history. Making man in His own likeness, He endowed 
him with many blessings and gave him dominion over all things. More
over, God said: It is; not good that the man should be alone; I will 
make him a help meet for him. Thereupon God created woman of 
man's own substance and brought her unto the man. Therefore shall 
a ,1yum leave his father and his m,other, and shall cleave unto his 
wife; and they shall be one flesh. 

Our Lord Jesus honored marriage by His blessed presence at the wed
ding in Cana, and confirmed it as, a divine ordinance, as an honorable 
estate, and a lasting bond when .He declared: What God hath joined 
together let not man put asunder. The apostle Paul shows its exalteQ: 
nature when he calls holy wedlock a symbol of the mystic union of 
the Savior and the Church, His redeemed bride, 'commending it as a 
state honorable among all. 

The purpose of marriage is the propagation of the human race, the " 
furtherance of the kingdom of God, and the enrichment of the lives 
of those entering this state. This purpose calls for loving devotion to 
each other, and a common responsibility for thel nurture of the chil
dren the Lord may give them 'as His heritage and as parties to His 
covenant. 

For the home which marriage establishes tl;te Lord ordained that the 
man should be the head of the wife, even as Christ is the Head of the 
Church, and that he should protect her -and provide for her in love, a 
love which, if exercised in the spirit and after the example of Christ, 
will be conducive to mutual happiness. God also ordained that the wife 
should be subject to the husband in all things that are according to 
His Word, showing him deference even as the Church to Christ. Thus 
the liberty of both husband and wife is glorified by mutual loyalty to 
law, and a home so begun in the name of the Lord and regulated by 
His commandments becomes the very foundation of a chri~tian society 
and affords a foretaste of the eternal home. 

Marriage, then, is a divine ordinance intended to be a source of 
happiness to man, an institution of the highest significance to the 
human race, and a symbol ,of the union of Christ and His Church. We 
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may, therefore, as Christians look with confidence for grace in the 
discharge of our mutual responsibilities and for guidal1ce" and help in 
our common perplexities and trials. ' 

And now, N. N. and-No N., having heard from the Word of God the 
teaching concerning marriage, do you assent thereto, and do you 
desire to enter into this holy estate as ordained by God? 

Each answers: I do. 

[Option.al: Who giveth this woman to this man? 
The father or guardian answers: I do.] 

1f The minis,ter shall cause the mum- to extend his right hand and to 
take the woman's right hand, and shall say: 

May the Lord God confirm the desire and purpose of . your hearts, 
and your beginning be in the name of Jehovah, who made heaven and 
earth. ., 

To the b1'idegroom: 

N. N., do you solemnly declare that you take to yourself and ac
knowledge as your wife N. N., here present, and do you promise that 
you will, with the gracious help of God, love, honor, and maintain her, 
live I with her in the holy bonds of marriage according to God's ordi
nance, and never forsake her, So long as you both shall live? 

The bridegroom answers: r do. 

To the bride: 

N. N., do you solemnly declare that you, take to, yourself and ac
knowledge as your husband N. N., here pxesent, and do you promise 
that you will, with the gracious help of God, love, honor, and obey him 
in aU things lawful, live with him in the holy bonds of marriage ac
cording to God's ordinance, and never forsake him so long as· you both 
shall live? \ 

The bride answers: I do. 

[Optio,nal ring ce1'emony, either single or double. 

To the bridegroom: 

N. N., do you give this ring as a symbol of your constant faithful
ness and abiding love? 

The b'ridegroom answers: I do. He shall then put the ring on the 
fourth 'finger of the bride's left hand. 

To the bride: 

N. N., do your receive (or in case two rings wre used: Do you give) 
this ring as a symbol of your constant faithfulness and abiding love; 

The b1"ide answers: I do. In case two rings! are used, she shall 
then put the 1'ing on the fourth fingwl' of the bridegroom's left, hand.] 

Thereupon the minister says: 
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According to the,l'aw; of the state and the ordinances of the Church 
of Christ I now' pronounce you, N. N. and N. N., husband and wife, 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
What therefore God hath joined together let not man. -put asunder. 
Henceforth you go down life's pathway together, and maS' the Father 
of all mercies, who of His grace has .called you to this holy state of 
marriage, pind you together in true love and faithfulness and grant 
you His blessing. 

~ The' bridegroom and the- bride now kne.el while the ministe1' offers 
the following prayer: 

Most merciful and gracious God, of whom the whole family ai 
heaven and earth is named, we Q.€seech Thee, set the seal of Thy 
approval upon the nlarriage into which our brother and sister have 
entered thi~ day. Give them Thy fatherly benediction; grant them 
grace and Thy Holy'Spirit to fulfil with pure and constant affection 
the 'vow and covenant between them "made. Guide them· in the way of 
righteousness and peace, that loving and serving Thee with one mind 
and heart all the days of their lir~, they may be abundantly enriched 
with the tokens of Thy everlasting favor in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
In all life's experiences lift up Thy countenance upon them, that they 
may be thankful in prosperity and patient in adversity. May their 
marriage be fruitfuJ for this life and for the life to come. Grant them 
wisdom .and' strength to build a home which shall be to the glory of 
Thy Name and the coming of Thy kingdom. May they live together 
many years, and in the hour of death may they part in the blessed 
hope of celebrating forever with all the saints of God the marriage 
of Christ and the Church He loved. Hear our prayer in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray saying: 

Our Father who art in heaven,' etc. "AMEN. 

11 It is suggested that the ceremony be concluded with appropriate 
song. 
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SUPPLEMENT XVII 

RULES FOR SYNODICAL PROCEDURE 
for the 

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

I. 
CONVENING AND CONSTITUTING SYNOD 

(1) Synod shall convene and be constituted as prescribed 
by the Church Order and Synodical Rulings governing its 
meetings. 

(2) Each Synod shall appoint a Convening-Consistory 
whose duty it shall be to announce the next succeeding 
Synod in the official publications of the Church. three 
nionths before the date of meeting. It shall also provide 
all facilities needed for the synodical meetings, make a~-

. rangements for the lodging of delegates, etc. Expenses thus 
incurred shall be paid by the synodical treasurer. 

(3) The synodical agenda shall appear in two parts: 
«ne part in January of the synodical year containing all 
the reports of advisory committees appointed by previous 
Synods; and the second part appearing the first week in 

. May, containing overtures to Synod and the names of dele
gates. Material for the agenda. must be in the hands of 
the stated clerk a month before the date of pUblication. 
Ma terials not appearing in the Agenda can be taken up by 
a special decision of Synod. 

(4) On Tuesday evening last preceding the opening of Sy
nod a special service of prayer, in charge of the convening 
consistory, shall be held in the city in which Synod is to 
meet. All the members of Synod are expected to attend 
this meeting; and the general public is cqrdially invited to 
attend. The president, or vice-president, of the preceding 
Synod shall administer the Word and lead in appropriate 
prayer. 

I. (5) The president of the previous Synod shall officiate as ,I president pro tern until Synod has chosen all its officers. 
I At 9:30 A. M. of the appointed day, and at the appointed 
I 
i· 
I , 
I' 
I 
i; 
\,.; 
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place, he shall call Synod to order, and conduct the opening 
devotionals. 

(6) Thereafter he shall call for the prescribed creden
tials of the delegates. Provided that a quorum, i. e., two
thirds of the membership, is present, he shall declare that 
the synodical assembly has opened. 

(7) The officers of Synod shall be chosen by the dele· 
gates from their own number in the following order: presi· 
dent, vice-president, secretary, and assistant secretary. 
Election to take place by ballot. Whoever receives a ma
jority of the votes cast shall be declared elected. 

(8) The synodical sessions are open to the public, unless 
by a majority vote Syno,d decides to meet in executive ses
sion. The minutes of an executive session are recorded 
but not read in public session, and are not l\) be published 
in the Acta. 

(9) While Synod is in session its members may not leave 
the assembly without permission from the chair; neither is 
it permissible for any member to withdraw himself and 
return homeward without the consent of the assembly. 

, ' 

II. 
DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

After the officers have been elected they shall take their 
places upon the rostrum. The president pro tern shall there
upon introduce the president-elect to Synod. The presi
dent-elect shall receive the gavel and respond briefly. 

A. THE PRESIDENT 

(1) He shall read the prescribed PUBLIC DECLARA
TION to which every member of Synod shall rise to give 
heed and respond by expressing assent. The Declaration is 
to be presented to each delegate who assumes his seat at a 
later time. 

(2) As presiding officer the president shall see to it that 
business is transacted in the proper order and expedited 
as much as possible, and that members observe the rules 
of order aud decorum. 

(3) He shall call the meeting to order at the appointed 
time, and shall see that each session is propetly opened and 
closed. 
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(4) He shall welcome fraternal delegates, or other guests 
of Synod, respond to greetings received, or appoint mem
bers of Synod for this purpose. 

(5) He shall place before Synod every. motion that is 
made and seconded according to the rules of order; and' 
he shall cl~arly state every question before a vote is taken, 
so that every member m3:Y know on what he is voti~g. 

(6) He shall remain impartial on any pending question. 
In case he feels need of expressing himself on a pending 
question, he shall relinqnish the chair to tl;te vice-president 
and no! resume it nntil the question has heen disposed of. 
He may speak, while holding the chair, to state matters of 
fact or to inform Synod regarding points of order. 

(7) 'He shall recognize for debate only those who rise 
and address him as president. In case several rise simnl
taneonsly he shall give recognition according to his own 
judgment. 

(8) He shall have, and duly exercise, the prerogative of 
declaring a motion or person out of order. In case his rul
ing is disputed it shall be submitted ,to Synod for decisiori 
By majority vote. 

(9) As member of Synod the president shall retain his 
right to vote on any question. He invariably votes when 
the vote is taken by ballot. In -case the vote is viva voce the 
president does not avail himself of his right unless his vote 
is the deciding one.' In case the vote is a tie and he abstains 
from voting; the motion is lost as thongh he had voted 
against it. Should he vote affirmatively the motion is 
carried. 

(10) The president shall not preside in any matter that 
concerns himself. 

(11) In case of a point of orderthe"president must make 
a ruling at once. This ruling may be reversed by a maj or
ity of Synod if any member is dissatisfied with the ruling 
of the chair and appeals to the floor. , 

(12) The president shall close the synodical assemhly 
with appropriate remarks and with prayer. 

. .. 
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B. THE VICE-PRESIDENT 

(1) The vice-president shalf in the absence of the presi
dent assume all his duties and privileges. 

(2) In case the time for the openiug of a session has 
come and the president has not made his appearance, the 
vice-president shall see that the session is properly openen 
at the appointed time.· • . 

(3) When not occupying the chair the vice-president 
shall assist the president; e. g., by checking the frequ~ncy 
with which members have spoken on pending questions, 
etc, 

C. THE SECRETARY AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

(1) The secretary shall immediately after the opening 
/ devotionals or each day conduct roll call. 

(2) Immediately after roll call he shall read the minutes 
of the previous day. 

(3) The . secretary shall keep an exact record of the hap
penings .at Synod. This record shall contain: 

, a) Opening and closing of sessions and roll call; 
b) all main motions whether carried or lost; all points 

of order and appeals whether sustained or lost; 
c) all reports by committees and all decisions of Synod: 
d) the names of non-members who addressed Synod; 

. e) any document or part of debate or address that Synod 
by a majority vote has decided to insert into the 
minutes. 

(4) The record should not contain: 
a) any )notion other than a main motion which was 

rejected; 
b) any motion that was withdrawn. 
(5) The assistant secretary shall officiate in the absence 

of the secretary. He shall furthermore keep a record of all 
the decisions of Synod so that in case of difference of opin
ion between the secretary and mClIlbers of Synod, Synod 
iuay have greater certainty. 

TIL 
Those who have a semi-official capacity at Synod are the 

Stated Clerk, the Synodical Treasurer, the Professors of the 
Theological Seminary, the President of Calvin College, and 
the Reporters for the church papers. 
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A. THE STATED CLERK 

(1) Synod appoints a stated clerk for the term of four 
years, who is ex-officio a member of the synodical com
mittee. An alternate is appointed for a similar term, and 
officiates when the stated clerk is incapacitated. 

(2). He shall be entrusted with the task of compiling, 
printing, and distributing the Agenda. In co-Iaboration 
with the officers of Synod he shall compile the Acta, and 
shall see to the printing and distribution of the Acta. 

(3) He shall conduct all correspondence of Synod be
tween sessions and of the synodical committee. He shall 
keep the files of Synod complete and in order. 

(4) He may have the floor of Synod only to read corre
spondence or to enlighten Synod on matters of fact. 

B. THE SYNODICAL' TREASURER 

A synodical treasurer is appointed at each Synod for the 
term of two years to administer its finances and to submit 
a plan to Synod for the distribution of synodical expenses 
among the several Classes. An alternate is appointed to 
serve when the treasurer is incapacitated. ' 

C. . THE PROFESSORS OF CALVIN SEMINARY 

(1) The professors of the Seminary, the emeriti as well 
as the active, shall have an advisory function at Synod. 

(2) They may take part in the discussion of Synod, sub
ject to the accepted rules of debate. On important ques
tions the chair, or any member of Synod, may request their 
advice while dehate is in progress. 

(3) The professors may present their advice as a group, 
either in writing, or by one of their number acting as 
spokesman, or they may express their opinions individually, 

(4) The professors are expected to serve as advisors on 
standing committees. 

D. THE PRESIDENT OF CALVIN COLLE'GE 

The President of Calvin College shall function as' an 
advisory member of Synod only in matters which concern 
Galvin College. 

E. FRATERNAL DELEGATES AND REPORTERS 

(1) Fraternal delegates shall be accorded advisory vote. 
(2) The duty of the reporters is to prepare informal re

ports of the happenings at Synod for the church papers. 
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Ordinarily the editors of these papers serve as reporters. 
In case these brethren cannot serye, the president shall re
quest members or non-members, preferably the latter, to 
do so. 

IV. 
MATTERS LEGALLY BEFORE SYNOD 

Matters legally before Synod for consideration are: 
(1) Reports by advisory committees, including Boards, 

appoinfed by previous Synods. 
(2) Ov",rtures by Classes. 
(3) Appeals or protests by consistories or individual 

members who cannot yjeld to classical decisions and who 
have given notice of such appeals or protests to the Classes 
concerned. 

(4) Overtures which though unsuccessfully submitted to 
a Classis for adoption are considered by their authors to be 
of such importance as to require synodical action. 

(5) All other matters which Synod by a majority vote 
declares acceptable. 

V. 
SYNODICAL COMMITTEES 

A. THE STANDING COM}UTTEES o~ SYNOD 

(1) Status of these committees. They serve ouly for the 
duration of Synod for the purpose of facilitating the work 
of Synod. 

(2) Organization mid rules governing these committees. 
a) The person first named at the appointment of the com

mittee shall be its chairman, and the one named second its 
reporter. 

b) The chairman shall call the committee together, pre
side at its meetings, and see that it functions properly. 

c) Any member of Synod may appear before any com
mittee for the purpose of speaking to the committee about 
any matter referred to it. 

,d) Committee reports shall be signed by the president, 
and the reporter of the cominittee. In case of a minority 
report, each report must be signed by the members who' 
favor it. 

e) When the report of a committee has been previously 
distributed to Synod'in printed form, and the members of 
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Synod have had sufficient time to examine it, the first read
ing of the report shall not be held. In such case, the reporter, 
when the president calls for his report, shall state that the 
report has been placed in the hands of Synod' in printed 
form and shall move that the report be accepted for con· 
sideration. TIns motion having passed, the, recommenda· 
tions of the committee shall be considered seriatim. Each 

, recommendation shall be read and the reporter shall at 
once move its adoption, This motion being seconded the 
recommendation is ,before Synod for debate. 

f) During debate the task of defending the report shall 
rest primarily upon the chairman and the reporter of the 
committee. These shall have precedence over every other 
speaker and shall not be limited as to' the number and 
length of their speeches. Other committee members shall 
be subject to the accepted rules of debate. 

g) Recommendations by a committee are to be consid
ered main motions and all rules applying to main motions 
are applicable here. Only on the following conditions may 
such recommendations be re-coinmitted: 

1. if new facts which were not at the disposal of the 
committee have become available; 

2. if Synod specifies the matters in which the report is 
faulty and specifies ,what changes ,must be made; 

3. if the motion to re-commit is carried by a two-thirds 
majority. 

'(3) After the sta~ding committees have been appointed 
in order that they may have sufficient time for their work, 
Synod, if desired, may take recess uJ?tiI a time specified for 
resuming its sessions. 

(4) The Standing Committees of Synod include the Pro
gram Committee, the Pre-Advisory Committees, the Bud
get Committee, the Reception Committee, and the Obituary 
Committee. 

a) The Program Committee shall consist of the Officers 
of Synod who shall appoint one delegate from each Classis 
to serve with them. It shall be the duty of this committee 
to classify all the Reports ,and overture~ into various 
groups, and to determine which matters shall be laid di
rectly before Synod, and which shall be placed in the hands 
of pre-advisory committees. This committee shall also 
nominate the members of these advisory committees, hav-
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ing regard to special fitness of the members of Synod for 
the work assigned to committees. 

'vVherever feasible Reports and Overtures shall be dealt 
with directly by Synod, the Program Committee to give 
advice with res~ect tei the material that can be so treated. 

b) The Pre-advisory Committees shall pre-digest matters 
entrusted to them and formulate recommendations regard
ing them in accordance with the rules governing standing 
committees given above. 
- c) The Budget Committee shall function as a pre-advis

ory committee to which the various Boards, and all finan
cial interests of the Church shall submit their respective 
budgets. (cf. Acts 1932, Art. 13, 3.) 

- d) The Reception Committee_ appointed by the Chair, 
shall see to it that the delegates of other Churches, or repre-

, sentatives of various organizations are properly received. 
The Obituary Committee, likewise appointed by the 

Chair, shall draw up appropriate resolutions of condolence 
for departed ministers and professors. 

e) The appointment <if any ,special or incidental com
mittees shall be by the president of Synod, provided they 
shall be able to fulfil their commission before Synod ad
journs. Otherwise such committees shall be chosen by 
Synod. 

<B. COMMITTEES ApPOINTED BY PREVIOUS SYNODS 

These committees include those appointed to study and 
to report con~erning matters of importance for the entire 
denomination, to carry out certain resolutions of past Sy
nods, or to supervise the permanent missionary, educa
tional, journalistic, or benevolent interests of the denom
ination. -

(1) These committees have the right of elucidating or of 
defending their reports on the flo,or' of Synod. This task 
shall rest upon the chairman of the committee, although 
the committee has the right of appointing any of its mem
bers for this task. 

(2) The rights and privileges of such reporters shall be 
the same as of the reporters of the standing committees, as 
provided in V, A, f. 

(3) With respect to the reports submitted to Synod ~hat 
are given into the hands of pre-advisory committees, in 
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case the recommendations of the report differ radically 
from the advice of the pre-advisory (standing) committee, 
the proposals of the former shall have precedence over 
those of the latter.. By this is understood that the recom~ 
mendations of the previous synodical Committee shall be 
the first to be voted upon after the Report of the synodical 
Committee together with the advice of the Pre-advisory 
Committee shall have been presented to Synod. (cf. Acta 
1932, Art. 13, 2.) 

C. MINORITY REPORTS 

(1) A minority report may be divergent in every detail 
from the committee report; or the divergence may con
cern only parts of that report. 

(2) In case a minority report is presented it shall be 
placed in the hands of the proper pre-advisory committee, 
or of a special pre-advisory committee, together with the ' 
majority report, before either report is presented to Synod 
for consideration. . 

VI " 
RULES OF ORDER 

A·. A MAIN MOTION. This is a motion that presents a 
certain snbject to Synod for its consideration or action. 

(1) A main motion is acceptable under the following 
conditions: . 

a) If the mover has been recognized by the chair and 
'his motion has been seconded. 

b) The chair may request that any motion be presented 
in writing. 

(2) A main motion is not acceptable under the following 
conditions: 

a) If it is contrary to Scripture as interpreted in our 
Forms of Unity and Church Order: ' 

b) If another motion is befoI'e Synod or if it conflicts 
with any decision already made by Synod; 

c) If it is verbally or substantially the same asa motion 
already rejected by Syuod or if it interferes with the free
dom of action of Synod in a matter that was previously 
introduced but of which no disposal was made. 

(3) A main motion, as, soon as passed, becomes a deci
sion of Synod. 
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B. A MOTION TO AMEND. This is a proposal to alter 
a main motion in language or in meaning before final action 
is taken on that motion. 

(1) A motion to amend may propose any of the follow
ing:· to strike out, toinser! into, or to substitute for cer
tain words, phrases, sentences or paragraphs, but all such 
motions must be specific and presented before the vote on 
the main question is taken. 

(2) .A motion to amend must be ,germane to the main 
motion; that is, no new matter may be introduced to Synod 
under the guise of an amendment. 'In case the president is 
unable to determine whether or nota proposed amend
ment is germane, he shall ask the judgment of Synod, which 
shall decide by a majority vote. . 
. (3) A motion to amend an amendment is permissible, 
and is called a secondary motion. 

(4) All motions may be amended except the following: 
a) To adjourn; 
b) to amend an amendment; 
c) To lay on the ta.ble; to take from the table; 
d) '1:0 postpone indefinitely; 
e) To reconsider; to rescind; 
f) To take up a question out of its regular order; 

'g) Appeals to the floor from the decision of tbe chair; 
h) Calls for the order of the day; requests or questions 

of any kind; 
i) Points of order. 

C. MOTIONS TO DEFER ACTION. Circumstances 
may arise which render immediate action on certain mat
ters unwise. Therefore means must be at Synod's disposal 
to defer action. These are: 

(1) A Motion to Postpone Action to a Definite Time. 
a) This motion is debatable and mi1Y be amended. 
b) If a motion to postpone definitely has been passed, no 

other motion similar in word or in thought to the post
poned motion may appear before Synod. 

c) The matter postponed may be taken up before the 
specified time by a majority vote of Synod. ' , 

d) If a motion to amend has been postponed definitely, 
the main motion to which the postponed amendment is re
lated is likewise deferred. 
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e) Any number of matters may be postponed to the same 
time. 'Vhen that time arrives the matters deferred are 
taken up in the order of their, postponement. 

f) 'Vhen the hour .to. which such matters have been de
ferred arrives, and Synod is at that time busy with an un
decided question, Synod need not be disturbed or inter
rupted in its work by the consideration of postponed mat
ters, if these can wait until the question then before Synod 
has been disPdsed of_ 

(2) A Motion to Postpone Indefinitely. This motion is 
to be' used when Synod wishes to be rid of a matter without 
deciding either positively or negatively_ ,A matter post
po'ned indefinitely may not be recalled_ (Dutch equivalent: 
voorstel om op eene zaak niet in.te gaan_) 

(3) A Motion to Lay on the Table_ 
a) This motion should be 'made only when more urgent 

business presents itself than is before Synod. 
b) This motion is undebatable, may not be amended, 

and requires only a majority for passing. 
c) A Platter that has been tabled may be called from 

the table by any member of Synod subject to the consent 
of the majority. Unless such a call takes place before Synod 
adjourns the matter tabled is as though it-had never ap
peared before Synod. 

d) A matter called from the table may not be re-tabled 
unless material progress has been made in debate on that 
maller. 

(4) Objection to the Consideration of a Question_ When 
a member rises to make such objection, the president shall 
ask him to state his objection. The president having heard 
his objection either sustains or overrules it and states his 
reason for so doing., If the objector is not satisfied with 
the ruling of the chair he may appeal to Synod. When he 
does so the objection becomes debatable and requires a ma
jority to be snstained. 

(5) Right of Protest. This remains an inherent right of 
every member of Synod. The protestant shall declare his 
intention to protest immediately aft"r the action against 
which it is directed is taken:' or dnring the sanic sessioll of 
Synod. Protests must be filed and registered inaividually 
and not in groups. Members may request their names 

y 
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recorded in protest, or they may submit written protest, 
preferably with gronnds. Such protests are not receivable 
unless they are submitted during the session of the same 
day or of the next ensuing day that Synod is in session. 

D. PRIVILEGED MOTIONS. These are so designated 
because they have precedence over all other motions. 

(1) A Motion to Adjourn. This motion has very little 
significance in our synodical procedure because Synod does 
not adjourn until all matters legally upon the table have 
been acted upon. Under certain circumstances this motion 

l may become a necessity, in which case it has precedence 
over all other motions and is undebatable. 

(2) A Motion to Take Recess. A recess is any pause 
Synod may choose to take during the course of its business. 
As soon as it is properly constituted Synod shall decide as 
to the time, the duration, and the frequency of recesses. 
I-:Iowever, circumstances may arise which render recesses 
desirable on other than the specified Glccasions. Then a mo
tion to take recess has its place. The followiI)g rules apply: 

a) A motion to have recess takes preference over all 
motions excepting a motion tb adjourn; 

,b) A motion to take recess is debatable and amendable 
only in so far as the time and duration of the recess 

, are concerned. 
(3) Calls for the Order of the Day. When any member 

of Synod believes that the regnlar business of Synod is be
ing obstrllcted or interrupted by irrelevant or unimportant 
material he has the right to Fise and to call for the order 
of the day. This means that he desires Synod to retnrn to 
the regular course of bnsiness. The following rules apply: 

a) A call for the order of the day may be made without 
recognition and while another member is speaking: 

b) Such a call is undebatable, needs no seconding, and 
must be put to a vote; _ ' 

c) It has precedence 'over every mOtion excepting a mo
tion to adjollrn or to take recess. 

(4) Points of Order. It is the duty of the president to 
apply the rules of order and to prevellt infractions. Should 
a member believe that the rules have been misinterpreted 
or misapplied he may rise stating that he wishes to make a 
point' of order. Asked by the chair to state the point, he 
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does so and the president render~ his decision at once on the 
point in question. The following rules apply: 

a) A point of order may be raised at any time and must 
be recognized by the president; 

b) It needs no seconding and is undebatable; 
c) In case the maker of the point of order is not satis

fied with the decision of the chair, he may appeal to 
the floor. vVhen this is done the point of order be
comes debatable and a simple majority is sufficient 
to sustain or to overthrow the president's 'decision. 

(5) Cal! for a Division of the Question. ,At the demand 
of any member of Synod, a motion consisting Of several 
parts must be divided into its component parts and each 
par.t, must be voted on separately_ 

E. MOTIONS TO BRING MATTERS ONCE DECIDED 
AG;AIN BEFORE SYNOD. 

After Synod has decided, upon a certain matter it may not 
be annoyed by ,the same matter being brought up again un-_ 
less someone voting in favor of the ques,tion when it was 
decided has undergone a change of mind. Forsuch tq bring 
matters once decided upon again before Synod three mo
tions are available: 

(1) To Reconsider. The intent of this motion is to pro
pose a new debate and a new vote on the question once 
passed upon. 

a) A motion to reconsider mnst be made the same day 
on which the motion in question was passed or the next 
day that Synod is in session, , 

b) It is unacceptable if action has begun in accordance 
with the motion inquestion. 

c) It is debatable and requires only ,a majority to be 
passed. 

d) The following decisions may not be, reconsidered: 
1. to adjourn or to have recess; 
2. to lay on the table; any decision once reconsidered; 
3. to make or to close nominations; to reconsider; 
4. to suspend r'1les; to take from the table; 
5. to take up a question out of its proper order; to 

postpone indefinitely. 
e) A motion ,to reconsider may be definitely postponed 

or tabled but may not be amended, postponed indefinitely, 
or referred to committee. 
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f) A motion to reconsider is debatable only in so far as 
the reasons for reconsideration are concerned. , , 

(2) To Rescind. The purpose of a motion to rescind i& 
to annul and to reverse a decisi()n. 

a) All motions to rescind shall require a two-thirds ma
j ority in order to carry. 

b) Synod shall not rescind the actions of previous Sy
nods unless weighty reasons are adduced for rescinding 
and it be overtured to do so. 

c) A motion to rescind is debatable, not' only so far as 
the reasons for rescinding are concerned, but also as to the 

, merits of the original question. . 
(3) AMotion to Renew a Motion Once Defeated. This 

may be made only if there are brought to Synod's atten
tion new facts which were not at Synod's disposal when the 
motion was defeated. 

F. REQUESTS, All requests, of whatever nature they 
may be, may be granted ,by the president subject to ,the 
approval of Synod. 

G. DEBATE. 
(1) To obtain the floor for debate a member rises, ad

dresses the president, and waits to speak until the president 
mentions his name. If not thus recognized he may ad
dress the president again. If this does not avail, the mem
ber should conclude that he is out of order and should re
sume his seat. 

(2) When a member is speaking no other membe:r may 
seel[ to draw the president's attention for the purpose of 
being recognized. 

(3) If a member obtains the floor he shall address his 
remarks only to the president, and never to any member 
of Synod. 

(4) A speaker may be interrnpted only by a call to order 
by the president, a call for the order of the day, and by a 
point of order. 

(5) A speaker may not wander from the subject under 
. debate, nor may he call into question any member's mo
tives or character. 

(6) No' member shall be permitted to speak more than 
twice on the.same question without the leave of Synod un-
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less he is the mover, proposer, or introducer of the matter 
pending, in which case heshallbe permitted to reply, but 
not until every member who chooses to speak and is recog
nized by, the chair shall have spoken, 

(7) No member shall speak longer than ten minutes, 
unless Synod by a majority vote permits him to extend his 
remarks. 

(8) Permission to speak a third time can be given ,by a 
majority vote. When granted a third opportunity to speak, 
the speaker shall be limited to five minutes. 

(9) The president, when he believes that a measure has 
been sufficiently debated, shall have the right to propose ces
sation of debate. Should a majority of Synod sustain this 
proposal, debate shall end at once, and the main motion 
and the pending amendments shall be voted on. 

(10) Any member, when he deems a matter ~o have been 
sufficiently debated, may movetb close the debate and call 
for the question. This motion is undebatable and requires 
a two-thirds majority. It is not acceptable when a motion 
to table, to commit, to re-commit, to postpone definitely; 
or tp postpone indefinitely is before Synod. 

H. VOTING.' The various methods of voting are: 
(1) By Yeas and Nays. This is the ordinary method of 

vO,ting. The president judges by the volume of voices 
whether the affirmative or the negative opinion has pre
vailed. Those who are silent are held to acquiesce in the 
result of the vote. 

(2) By Rising or Raising the Right Hand. Whenever the 
chair is unable to determine from the yeas and nays which 
opinion has prevailed, or if the president's judgment is 
questioned by any member of Synod, the president shall , 
call for rising or raisiug of hands. 

(3) By Roll·call. Names and votes to be recorded in the 
minutes. This method is to be employed only when so de
cided by a majority vote. 

(4) By Ballot. Synod must vote by ballot in the election 
of officers, and in every case of discipline. In other cases 
Synod may vote by ballot if a majority so decides. 

(5) Synod may require a two-thirds majority for the 
adoption of very important mea,sures. 
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I. DECORUM AND DISCIPLINE. 
(1) In a gathering of christian brethren such as Synod 

is, the conduct of all members should exemplify charity, 
forbearance, patience, courtesy, and self-control through
out the sessions, and particularly during debates. ' 

(2) In case of a slight breach of order the presideht shall 
merely interrupt the speaker and call attention to. the of
fence; After this the speaker shall continue. 

(3) In case of repeated or flagrant disorderliness the 
president shall at once interrupt the guilty one and order 
him to his seat. The' president shall administer rebuke 
without calling the offender by name. The president may 
end the matter thus, or he may ask the jndgment of Synod 
whether or not the offender shall make public apology. 

(4) In case of resistance to the president's rebuke or in 
case of extreme disorderliness the president shall rebuke 
the guilty one by name, this name and the fact of his re
buke being recorded in the minutes .• Thereafter one so 
named shall rise either to defend himself or to offer apol
ogy. He shall then absent himself while Synod deliberates 
on the, action which shall betaken towards the offender. 
After a decision has been reached' the offender shall be re
called and informed of the decision of Synod by which 
he shall abide. 

(5) In case any member is offended hy the speech of a 
fellow-member he may not interrnpt the speaker bnt shall 
rise immediately after the speech and qnote the words at 
which offense was taken. These 'words mnst he presented 
to the secretary in written form. The speaker shall then 
be given opportunity to apologize or to explain himself. If 
he apologizes the rna tier is closed. If he does not apolo
gize and the offended member is not satisfied with the ex
planation, the off ended party has the right to appeal to the 
president and to Synod. 

J. THESE RULES FOR SYNODICAL PROCEDURE 
may be suspended, amended, revised, or abrogated by a 
majority vote of Synod. 
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