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ACTA DER SYNODE 
van de 

CHRISTELI]KE GEREFORMEERDE KERK 

Gehoudeu van 11 Juni to 27 JUni, 1930, 
te Grand Rapids, Mich. 

EERSTE ZITTING, WOENSDAGMQRGEN, 11 JUNI 

ARTIKEL 1 
Op Woensdagmorgen, om tien nnr, kwamen de afge

vaardigden samen in het auditorium van Calvin College, 
nadat zij zich op Dinsdagavond hadden vereenigd in een 
Ure des Gebeds, in het kerkgebouw van de roepende ge
meente Neland Ave., bij welke gelegenheid de Praeses der 
vorige Synode, Ds. H. Keegstra, een predikatie uitsprak over 
Joshua 5:13-15, "The Most Important Requiremelits for 
Those Appointed by God to Lead His People," en Prof. 
L. Berkhof voorging in gebed. 

ARTIKEL 2 
De Praeses der vorige Synode, Ds. H. Keegstra, opent de 

vergadering. Hij laat zingen Psalm 89:7, leest Psalmen 122 
en 123, en gaat voor in gebed. Daarna houdt hij de vole 
gende toespraak: 

"Eerwaarde en Geachte Dep"taten ter Synode, H ooggeleerde 
Heeren Professor en, Praeadviseurs in onze vergaderingen, 
Rapporte"rs von verschillende Commissies, die naar'opdracht 
der v01-ige S)'node ons met voorlichting en advies zullen 
dienen: 

GELIEFDE BROEDERS IN CHRISTUS:-

"Het is mij een eere en voorrecht, U in dit welingerichte 
'gebouw en in zoo schoone omgeving als deze te mogen ver
welkomen in dit morgenuur. , 

" 't Moet, dunkt me, bIijdschap en bezieling in uwe har
tenbrengen, in zulk eerie prachtige plaats als deze te mogen 
samenkomen. Nog maar enkele jaren geleden geleek het 
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hier meer op eene dorre, onbewoonbare woestijn dan op 
iets anders. Mensehelijk vernufl' en ordezin hebben het 
hersehapen in een der sehoonste gedeelten van deze stad. 

"Maar wij Christenen zien in die wondere verandering 
veel meer dan de kunst en vaardigheid van mensehen. Meer 
ook dan de lofwaardige milddadigheid van sommigen onzer 
leden en familien, die door God met vele goederen en ruime 
harten begaafd zijn. Wij eeren daarin de milde voorzienig
heid van onzen God. 

"Niet aIleen immers openbaart de Allerhoogste Zijne ge
hade in de harten Zijner kinderen, die in stille beseheiden
heid fleuren en Hem eeren in het vriendelijk licht Zij!lSaan
sehijns. Ook in den bloei der inriehtingen van Gods Kerk 
zien we Zijne vaderlijke goedheid. 'Calvin College en Theo
logische School, zooals ze uiterlijk zich aan ons oog vertoo
nen, stemmen onstot daukbaarheid en geven ons moed en 
bezielen ons tot den veelszins moeilijken arbeid, die ons 
wacht. 

"Neen, we mogen in het uiterlijke niet blijven hangen, 
ook al doet het zieh aantrekkelijk aan ons voor. We willen 
met het uiterlijk schoone en goede ons niet tevreden stellen. 
Dat ware wereldseh. We zoeken het geestelijk ware en 
sehoone en goede bovenal. En we hebben dat thans te zoe
ken in de goede orde en welvaart onzer kerken, naarden 
wil onzes Gods. . 

"Broeders, er ligt zeer veel werk voor ons. Heel wat 
. vraagstukken roepen om oplossing. Wat er over gehoord 
en gelezen is in 't verleden, doet weI duidelijk blijken, dat 
er nog geene eenstemmigheid onder ons is over deze zaken. 
Van de verwarring moeten we verlost worden. Want in 
het onzekere der verwarring beslniten te nemen en plannen 
te berarnen en verordeningen in te stellen, ware roekeloos, 
indien'maar niet noodlottig.' 

"WeI is er dan groote behoefte, dal we, afleggende aIle 
zondig eigenbelang ,en het zoeken van eigen eer en het door
drijven van eigen zin, vragen met allen ernst om de kennis 
van den wil van onzen God. Ons is noodig voorzichtigheid, 
helder inzicht in het hart der zaken, die voor ons gebracht 
zullen worden, kennis van het W oord des Heeren, waarin 
de beginselen van kerkrecht en kerkregeering zijn neerge
Jegd door onzen \Vetgever en de constante wil, am ons door' 
die beginselen te laten beheerschen. En noodig is ons daar-

. bij dan natuurlijk oak, dat we elkander waardeeren bij ver-
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schi! van opinie en dat we belangstellend overwegen wat 
, anders denkende broederen in 't midden zullel1 brengen. 

"Maar boven alles is een vereischte tot welslagen in onzen 
arbeid, dat we welbewust als voor het aangezicht onzes 
Gods verkeeren en werken. Het welbekende 'coram Deo' 
van Calvijn zij niet maar onze leus slechts, doeh de aangrij" 
pende waarheid, die ons .altijd oprecht doe zijn en in aile 
oprechtheid doe spreken en stemmen en ook ons sterke in 
de hoop van welslagen, waar eigen verstand soms nanwe
lijks den weg weet. 

"'Des Heeren oog is over degenen die Hem vreezen.' 
Gelukldg, dat weten we met zekerheid; want Gods eigen 
Woord zegt het ons. Daarin ligt bemoediging voor ons, 
waar er znlk een zware taak op onze schouderen gelegd is 
en er zoo groote verantwoordelijkheid op ons rust. 

"Laten we vertrOllwend en dies met bezieling onzen 
arbeid aanvangen en in getrouwheid voortzetten. In Gods 
zaak mede bezig te mogen zijn, is toch heerlijk. Daarvoor 
onze beste krachten te geven, dat is billijk. Sterke de Heere 
.ons door Zijne genade tot ons werk ter verheerlijking van 
Zijnen Naam en tot heil onzer kerken." 

ARTIKEL 3 
De afgevaardigden dienen hnn lastbrieven in, waarnit 

blijkt, dat de volgende broeders ter Synode afgevaardigd en 
afwezig zijn: 

Classis California 
Dienaren des 'Yoords-J. De Jonge, H. J. De Vries, 'V. 

Groen. 
Ouderlingen-J. Bolt, H. H. Bosch, H. Elders. 

Classis Grand Rapids Oost 
Dienaren des Woords~W. P. Van \Vyk, H. J. Kuiper, J. L. 

Heeres. 
Ouderlingen-B. J. Bennink,P. 'V. De Jonge, M. Haffius. 

Classis Grand Rapids West 
Dienaren des Woords-Dr. Y. P. De Jong, H. Baker, J. De 

Haan, Jr. 
Ouderlingen-J. Hekman, J. Manni, H. Denkema. 
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Classis Hackensack 
Dienaren des -Woords~J. Beebe, Dr. G. Goris. 
Ouderlingen-A. De Vries, J. Rienstra, M. Kalle .. 

Ds. J. J. Hiemenga is afwezig, maar wordt heden mid-
dag verwacht. (Art. 12.) 

Classis Holland 
Dienaren des Woords-L. Veltkamp, L. Van Laar, D. Zwier. 
Ouderlingen-J. Mass, A. Peters, Dr. G. Heyns .. 

Classis Hudson 
Dienaren des Woords-C. Spoelhof, J. L. Koert, J. Hol

werda .• 
Ouderlingen-M. J. Broekhnizen, D. Heuseveldt, D. Van 

Hoff. 

Classis Illinois 
Dienaren des Woords'-Dr. H. Kniper, G. Hoeksema, C. De 

Leeuw. 
Ouderlingen-A. De Boer, J. Hofstra, Sr., J:G. De Vries. 

Classis Muskegon 
Dienaren des Woords-L. J. Lamberts, S. P. Eldersveld, 

B. H. Einink. 
Ouderlingen-J. H. Bolt, J. J. Bolt, S. Ellens. 

Classis Orange City 
Dienaren des Woords-G. W. Hylkema, A. B. Voss, G. A. 

Lyzenga. 
Ouderlingen-B. Den Ouden, W. Geurink, J. De Kok. 

Classis Ostfriesland 
Dienaren des Woords-A. Koning, E. Boeve, K. Tebben. 
Ouderlingen-B. Eckhoff, F. Santjer, J. Davis. 

Classis Pacific 
Dienaren des Woords-A. Guikema, M. Borduin,P. Hoek

stra. 
Ouderlingen-A. J. Brink, M. Dykshoorn, J. H. Zylstra. 
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ClassisPelIa 
Dienaren des Woords-,-H. Blystra, I. Couwenhoven, G. 

Zylstra. 
Ouderlingen-Chas. Vander Kooi. II. NiclIwialld. D. SjaHl'

dema. 

Classis Sioux Center 
Dienaren des Woords-J. Gritter, J. C. De Bruyn, A. Was

sink~ 
OnderIingen-J. Ten Harmsel, G. Ledeboer, P. Nieveen. 

Classis Wisconsin 
Dienaren des Woords-N. Jansen, R. J. Frens, J. M. Voort

man. 
OuderIingen-C. Visser, A. Buteyn, G. W. Te Grootenhuis. 

Classis Zeeland 
Dienaren des Woords-H. Keegstra, E. J. ){rohne, H. E. 

Oostendorp. 
OuderIingen-W. Bareman, J. Poest, N. Rozema. 

De lastbrieven worden in orde bevonden, en de verga de
ring. geconstitueerd verklaard. 

ARTIKEL 4 
De Synode gaat nu over tot het kiezen .van eenModera-

men. Dit wordt samengesteld als voigt: 
Praeses-Ds. W. P. Van Wyk. 
Vice-Praeses-Ds. W. Groen. 
Eerste Scriba-Ds. D. Zwier. 
Tweede Scriba-Ds. G. W. Hylkema .. 

Het Moderamen neemt plaats op het platform en de 
Praeses houdt een korte toespraak, waarin hij de Synode 
dankt voor het in hem gestelde vertrouwen en de mede
werking en voorbede der afgevaardigden verzoekt. 

ARTIKEL5 
De Praeses leest voor de "Public Declaration" ("Open

Iijke Verklaring" Agenda I, p. 160), waarmede al de a{ge
vaardigden door op te staan hun instemming betuigen. 
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ARTIKEL 6 
AIs praeadviseerende leden der Synode neinen zitting de 

Professoren Ollzer Theologische School: Prof. L. Berkhof, ' 
Dr, S. Volheda, Dr, C. Bonma, Dr. M. J. Wyngaarden, Prof. 
H. Schnltze, Prof. D. H. Kromminga; de Emeritns Profes
soren F. M. Ten Hoor, W. Heyns; en de President. van Cal
vin College, J. Broene. 

ARTIKEL 7 
Dr. V. Hepp, van de Vrije Universiteit te Amsterdam, ver

tegenwoordiger van de gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland, 
en Rev. J. G. Vos, vertegenwoordiger van de Synod of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, worden 
door den Praeses welkom geheeten. (Zie verder Art. 14 en 
Art. 27.) 

ARTIKEL 8 
De Praeses benoemt de volgende Commissies: 
1. Commissie tot Benoeming van Commissies van 

Praeadvies~Dss. J. De Jonge, J. L. Heeres, J. Manni, L. 
Veltkamp, C. Spoelhof, Dr, H. Kuiper, L. J. Lamberts, A. J. 
Brink, R. J. Frens, en de Ouderlingen J. Rienstra, B. Den 
Ouden, B. Eckhoff, D. Sjaardema, A, Ten Harmse!, en W. 
Bareman. (Cf. Art. 15.) . 

2. Commissie voorOntvangst van Deputaten~Ds. H. 
Baker en Dr. Y. P. De Jong. 

3. Commissie 'voor Rouwbeklag~Dss. C. De Leeuwen 
S. P. Eldersveld. (Cf. Art. 106.) 

ARTIKEL 9 
De Synode besluit hare zittingen te houden .als voIgt: 

Morgenzittingen van 8:30 tot 11:45, met een pauze van 9:45, 
tot 10:00; namiddagzittingen van 1 :30 tot 5:45, met een 
pauze van 3:15 tot 3:30. 

ARTIKEL 10 
N adat besloten is heden middag te vergaderen om drie 

uur, om de Commisie voor Benoeming van Comlnissies van 
Praeadvies gelegenheid te geven haar arbeid te verrichten, 
wordt deze zitting met dankzegging gesloten door Ds. W. 
Groen. 
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TWEEDE ZITTING, WOENSDAGNAMIDDAG, 11 JUNI 

ARTIKEL 11 
Gezongen wordt Ps. 119:17, waarna Ds. D. Zwier deze 

zitting opent met gebed. 

ARTIKEL 12 
Ds. J. J. Hiemenga, afgevaardigde van Classis Hacken

sack, is tegenwoordig en op verzoek van den Praeses betuigt . 
ziju instemming met de "Openlijke VerI daring." 

ARTIKEL13 
Het rapport van de Synodale Commissie wordt gelezen 

door den Stated Clerk, Dr. H. Beets, en voor kennisgeving 
aangenomen. (Supplement IA.) . (Zie verder Art. 93, IX.) 

ARTIKEL 14 
The Rev .. J. G. Vos, fraternal delegate of the Synod oUhe 

Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America. now 
addresses Synod, bringing the greetings of his Church to ~ 

. our Chnrch .. The Rev. Vos is a son of Dr. G. Vos of Prince-
. ton Seminary, fom 1888 to 1893 a Professor of our Theo
logical School. At the request of the Committee for Recep
tion of Delegates, the Rev. G. Hoeksema responds to this 
address. 

Mr. D. Mellema, of the League of Evangelical Students. 
now delivers a brief address, in which he gives some infor
mationin regard to the origin and purpose of this..organi-' 
zation, and bespeaks the mOl'al and financial support of our 
churches. (Cf. Art. 93, IX, B.) 

ARTIKEL 15 
The Committee for Appointnient of Committees for Pre

advice proposes the followiug division of the work before 
Synod: 

A. Theological School and Calvin College:-
Ministers: Dr. Y. P. De Jong (Chairman), L. J. Lam

herts (Reporter), Dr. H. Kuiper, J. Gritter, C. SpoeJhof, .J. 
Holwerda; Elders: J. Hekman, J. H. Boit, M. Dykshoorn, 
Chas. Vander Rooi, B. Eckhoff. 

Advisers: Prof. H. Schultze and President J. Broene. 
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B. Mission Matters:-
Ministers: J. L. Heeres (Chairman), H. Baker (Re

porter), J. Beebe, J. C. De Bruyn, L. Van Laar, J. De Jonge. 
Elders: Rev. J. Bolt, W. Bareman,C. Visser, B. Den Ou
den, A. Peters, M. Broekhuizen, H. Nieuwland. 

Advisers: Prof. M. J. Wyngaarden and Or. H. Beets. 

C. Publication Matters:-
Ministers:A. Koning, J. Koert, H. Elystra, J. M. Voort

man. Elders: H. Denkema (Chairman), Dr. G. Heyns, 
(Reporter), J. Rienstra, J. J. Bolt, W. Geurink, J. Davis. 

Adviser: Prof. D. H. Kromminga. 

D. Church Order and. Emeriti:-
Ministers: H. J. De Vries (Reporter), A. Wassink, A. 

Guikema, S. P. Eldersveld, G. A. Lyzenga. Elders: Rev., 
J. Manni (Chairman), H. H. Bosch, D. Sjaardema, A. Ten 
Harmse!, B. J. Bennink. 

Adviser: Prof. W. Heyns. 

E; Order of Worship:-
Ministers: E. J. Krohne (Chairman), G. W. Hylkema 

(Reporter), G. Hoeksema, J. De Haan, Jr., K. Tebben. El
ders: M. Hoftius, M. Kalle, J. Mass, J. H. Zylstra, P. Nie
veen .. 

Adviser: Dr. S. Volbeda. 

F. Question of Hymn and Choir Singing:-
Ministers: L. Veltkamp (Chairman), W. Groen (Re

porter), H. J. Kuiper, M. Borduin, R. J. Frens. Elders: S. 
Ellens, D. Heuseveldt, G. Ledeboer, N. Rozema; J. Hof
stra, Sr. 

Adviser: Dr. C. Bouma. 

G. Varia:-
Ministers: A. B. Voss (Chairman), J. J. Hiemenga (Re

porter), H. E. Oostendorp, P. Hoekstra, E. Boeve, G. Zyl-' 
stra. _ Elders: J. G. De Vries, G. W. Te Grootenhuis, J. 
De Kok, F.Santjer, J. Poest. 

Adviser: Prof. F. M. Ten Hoor., 
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H. Protests.and Appeals:-
Ministers: C. De Leeuw (Chairman), Dr. G. Goris (Re

porter), B. H. Einink, I. Couwenhoveri, N. Jansen. 'Elders: 
Rev. P. W. De Jonge, A. De Boer, H. Elders, D.Van Hoff, 

. A. De Vries, A. Buteyn. 
Adviser: Prof. L. Berkhof. 

The report of the Committee is adopted. 

ARTIKEL 16 

The Committee on Rules of Synodical Pro<iedure, ap
pointed by the Synod<of 1928, whose report.appears in the 
Agenda, Part J, p. 149, submits the following supplemen
tary recommendation: 

"That Synod shall at this session provisionally:" 
adopt the rules proposed by the Committee for the 
purpose of ascertaining experimentally the desirabil
ity and practicability of these rules; and . 

"That in case Synod provisionally adopts these 
rules, a standing committee shall be appointed whose 
duty shall be to observe the manner in which the 
rules work out during the course of Synod aIid to ad
vise Synod at its close regarding the final adoption of 
the proposed rules. 

"Reason for this supplementary recommendation: 
"Whereas the proposed rules of synodical proce

dure are to be judged chiefly from the point. of view 
of their practical value, the only way in which this 
value can be determined is by putting these rules 
into pra.ctice." 

After some discussion of this recommendation, it is 
rejected. 

ARTIKEL 17 
Synod decides to adjourn until Friday, 8:30 A.M., to give 

the Committees of Preadvice time to prepare their reports. 
This session is closed with prayer by the Rev. G. W. 
Hylkema. 
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DERD,E ZITTING, VRIJDAGMORGEN, 13 JUNI 

ARTIKEL 18 
After the singing of No. 415 of the Christian Hymnal, 

the Rev. H. J. Kuiper opens with prayer. 

ARTIKEL 19 
Roll call is held. ' All delegates are present. 

ARTIKEL 20 
The Acts of the first and the second session of Synod are 

read hy the Clerk, and approved by Synod. 

ARTIKEL 21 
The Committee on Preadvice on matters pertaining to 

Church Order requests Synod to assign the following mat
ters to some other Committee or Committees: ReportVI 
(Agenda, Part I, p. 69), inzake Uithouw onzer Belijdenis; 
Report X (Agenda, Part I, pp. 111), inzake den Doop van 
Aangenomen Kinderen; Report XVI (Agenda, Part II, p. 
216), on the' American Federation of Labor; and Report 
XVII (Agenda, Part II, p. 231), on Christian Social and In
dustrialOrganizations. Reasons: 

(1) The Committee on Church Order matters has alto
, gether too much work; . 

(2) The matters discussed in Report VI and Report X 
are uot, strictly speakiug, matters of church govern
ment, but of doctrine; 

(3) Other Committees have finished or will soon be able 
to finish the work assigned to them. 

It is decided to refer this matter for readjustment to the 
Committee for Appointment of Committees of Preadvice. 
(Cf. Art. 29.) 

ARTIKEL 22 
Synod now takes up the Report of the Committee of Pre

advice on Publication Matters, which is read by the re
porter, Dr. G. Heyns. 
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"ESTEEMED BRETHREN:-

"With regard to the 'Rapport der Publicatie Commissie,' 
which has heen in your hands since the Wednesday· after
noon session, your Committee advises Synod to accept this 
Report for information, and to express its appreciation of 
the labors of that Committee." 

Adopted. (Cf. Supplement VIII.) 

"Concerning the matters in this report which demand 
Synodical action, your Committee advises as follows: 

"(1) With regard to point 6, e: 'Gelijk ter vorige Sy
node (Acta 1928, bladz. 39) meende de Publicatie Commis
sie ook ditmaal een harer leden opdracht te moeten geven 
haar te vertegenwoordigen. Zij wees daartoe aan Mr. J. B. 
Hulst,' your Committee proposed its acceptance for infor
mation, in order that brother Hulst may serve Synod with 
advice in the further treatment of this report." 

Adopted. 

"(2) With regard to point 6, a: 'De met deze Synode 
aftredende leden der Publicatie Commissie zijn: Hoekstra, 
Hulst, Hoffius, en Baker. (De Synode te dienen meteen 
nomiuatie is door de Synode van 1922, Acta, bladz. 43 en 
220, opgedragen aan de Commissie van Preadvies voor 
Publicatie Zaken),' your Committee advises its acceptance 
for Information, and further suggests that the following. 
brethren be appointed as members of the Publication .Com
mittee: Rev. H. Baker, Mr. M. Hoffius, Mr. J. B. Hulst, Rev. 
J. J. Steigenga." . 

Adopted. 

"(3) With regaFd to 6, b: 'De Publica tie Commissie ad
viseert de Synode ten sterkste de finantieele rapporten der 
Penningmeesters voor de kerkelijke fondsen in de kerke
lijke bladen verschijnende, te beperken tot een jaarlijksch 
rapport, waarin aileen de totale bedragen van hetgeen ge
contribueerd werd worden gerapporteerd. Redell: -De be
perkte ruimte waarover onze bladen hebbeu te beschikken, 
tegenover den vloed van artikelen die geregeld inkomen,' 



14 CHRISTELIJKE GEREFORMEERDE KERK 

your Committee advises the adoptiou of this proposal, and 
adds as another gronnd: 'Deze finantieele verslagen zijn 
niet van algemeen helang voor de Kerk'." 

Adopted. 

"(4) With regard to '6, c: 'De Puhlicatie Commissie 
, verzoekt de Synode in de laatste clausule van Art. 4, c, van 
het nienwe Reglement in de Hollandsche redactie 'advies' te 
veranderen in 'beslissing,' en in de Engelsche redactie 'advise 
the Editor-in-Chief' te veranderen in 'notify the Editor-in
Chief of its decision,' ten einde het laatste gedeelte van dit 
Artikel in overeenstemming te brengen met het eerste op 
een wijze die misverstarid buitensluit,' your Committee ad
vises the acceptance of this proposaI." 

Adopted. 

"(5) With regard to 6, d: 'Van de vorige Synode out
ving de Publicatie Commissie in opdracht het Report on 
W or/dly Amusements bij gedeelten in De Wachter en The 
Banner te publiceeren, alsook om te zorgen voor een uit
gave in pil.lnfletvorm ter verspreiding tegen kostprijs (Acta 
1928, bladz. 89). Deze opdracht is door haar niet uitge-

, voerd, omdat er voor de uitvoering van dit besluit geen' be
langstelling bleek te zijn. Op een aarikondiging in The 
Banner dat KerkeradeIL die exemplaren begeerden zich had
den te wenden tot den Secretaris der PubIicatie Commissie, 
kwam geen enkele aanyraag in. Zoo kwam de Commissie, 
toen bij onze" vergadering van 2 April, 1930, nog geen 
'enkele Kerkeraadvan zich had laten hooren, en slechts een 
enkel persoon verzocht had een exemplaar te mogen ont
vangen, tot het besluit geen uitvoering te geven aan de op
dracht,' your Committee advises Syno.d to accept this as 
information." 

So decided. 

"In connection with this point, we have an overture from 
Classis' Grand Rapids West as follows: 'The Classis re
quests your honorable body to provide ways and means 
whereby the decision of Synod of 1928 as per Acta, Art. 



ACTA ,SYNOD! "1930 15 

96,D, may be carried out at an early date.' It becomes evi
dent, in view of the experience of the Publication Commit
tee above described, that such action will be of no avail 

. unless Synod does more than provided for by Synod of 
1928, Acta, Art. 96, D. Your- Committee therefore recom-
mends that this Report be published and distributed 
through the Consistories free, at cost of Synod." 

This recommendation is rejected. 

"(6) With regard to 6, f: 'Als norninaties voorHoofd
redacteurs, waarmee de Publicatie Commissiede Synode 
te dienen heeft (Acta 1926, bladz. 26; Reglement, Art. 5) 
stelt hij voor: 

'voor De Wachter: Revs. H. Keegstra en D.Zwier; 
'voor The Banner: Revs. H. J. Kuiper and Dr. C. 

Bouma,' 

your Committee calls the attention of Synod tothis matter." 

Synod decides to proceed to elect Editors-in-Chief for De 
Wachter and The Banner. The result of the election is 
that the present Editors, the Rev. H. Keegstra of De Wach
ter, and the Rev. H. J. Kuiper of The Banner, are reelected. 

"(7) With regard to 6, g: 'De opdracht der vorige Sy
node om te,zorgen voor een vertaling van het nieuwe Regle
ment in het Engelsch (Acta 1928, bladz. 42) is uitgevoerd, 
en het daarvoor gereedgemaakt ontwerp wordt hierbij aan 
de Synode ter approbatie aangeboden,' your Committee ad
vises the approval of this translation, with three minor 
changes: one for the sake of clarity, and the others for the 
sake of correctness." 

Synod approves these changes, and adopts the transla
tion in its corrected form, as it appears in the "Rapport der 
Publicatie Commissie." (Cf. Supplement VIII.) 

"(8) With regard to 6, h, your Committee advises the 
acceptance of these matters for information, and informs 
the Synod that the Committee has compared the. figures 
given in the Report of the PublicatiQn Committee with 
,those given in the report of the Public Accountant, and has 
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found that they agree. For your information we add the 
following figures: 

Balance, January 1, 1928. ___ ....... __ ., ........ __ .. __ . __ ... ____ .. __ . __ .. __ ..... ____ ._ .. $ 6,798.42 
Received during 1928 .. _________ .... ___ ....... ___ .. _____ .. __ . ___ ..... ___ ...... __ . ___ .... " 51;,983.45 

Paiq Out in 1928: , 
Expenses as shown in ReporL .. __ ... __ ...... ; __ .... $40,627.49 
Less Depreciation ....... _._ ...... __ .... __ .. ___ ............... 1,275.52 

$39,351.97 
Given CaJvin College ...... __ . __ ........... __ .... ___ .,; ... ____ 10,000.00 

Total Paid OuL. ............................ . 

Balance on hand January i, 1929 ......... ___ _ 

$58,781.87 

49.,351.97 

$ 9,429.90 

Received during 1929, as per Report._ .. ___ ................ __ . ______ ..... __ .... _.$48,712.23 
Borrowed from Bank in 1929 .. __ ............ __ ...................................... 3,000.00 

Total ...................................................................... $61,142.13 

Paid Out in 1929: 
,Expenses as per Report ___ ._ .... _._ .. __ ....... _ .. _ ....... _.$43,715.85 

Less Depreciation . __ ._ ...... __ ........ _ ... _ ... __ ............. 2,580_07 

$41,135.78 
Paid Out for Machines and Alterations in 

Building .................................................... 17,893.88 

Total Paid Out ..... ___ ....... __ ....... _. __ 

Balance on hand January 1, 1930 ... _ ..... _ ....... _._ ..... . 

Received as information. 

59,029.66 

$ 2,112.47 

(9) Overture of Classis Hackensack in re publication 
date of The Banner and De Wachter:. "Synod enjoin the 
Publication Committee to publish The Banner on Wednes
day and De Wachter on Friday, in order that The Banner 
may reach the wider scope of readers by the Sunday follow
ing its publication. Reasons: 

(1) At present The Banner reaches its destination after 
Sunday in most of the homes outside of Michigan 
and Illinois; 

(2) Our young people 'should be supplied with good 
reading matter on Sunday; 
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The Banner, and not De Wachter, is read by our 
young people; 

(4) If The. Banner arrives after Sunday many of our 
young people have no time to read it until its con
tents have become 'old news'." 

Your Committee advises against the proposed change. 
Reasons: 

a) If The Banner were to appear on Wednesday it could 
not contain the latest church news, as'should be the 
case in the publication which is most read. On other 

-material, e.g., Editorials, etc., the proposed change 
would have little bearing. In case of such change, 
however, those reading The Banner on Sunday would 
find the news about a week old; 

b) If The Banner appeared on Wednesday, such change 
might appease the" East, but would be likely to cause 
displeasure to our readers of De Wachter in the \Vest ' 
where there are many such, since they would be re-' 
ceiving De Wachter after Sunday. 

The advice of the Committee is adopted, but Synod re
quests the Publication Committee to make arrangements if 
possible to have The Banner delivered to the Grand Rapids 
Post Office on Thursdays before 9 a. m. 

(10) Overture of Classis Holland 'regarding the Year-' 
book: "Classis overtures Synod to instruct its Publication 
Committee to undertake the annual publication, either di
rectly or indirectly through the present editors, of the 
Yearbook of the Christian Reformed Church. Grounds: 

(1) This is in line with the custom of many denomina
tions in our country. The official statistics of the 
Church are as a rule pUblislied by denominational 
Publication Boards, and not by individuals; 

(2) This win give this annual publication official stand
ing. At present our Yearbook has at most but semi
official standing, yet it is considered by many, espe
cially outside of our circles, as authoritative." 

With regard to this overture, your Committee advises 
that Synod instruct the Publication Committee to take di· 
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rect care of the editing and publication of the 'Yearbook, 
after having come to an agreement with the present editors. 

Reasons: 
. (1) This will give this annual publication official stand

ing; . 
(2) The Publication Committee is in position to under-

take this work; . 
(3) This would be promotive of greater efficiency, siuce 

the Publication Committee possesses the machinery 
to gather the data.needed, and is already in posses
siou of' much information not possessed by private 
individuals. 

Adopted .. 

(11) Overture of Classis Pella with regard to inexpen
sive editions of Psalter and Hymnals: "De Synode drage er 
zorg'voor dat er goedkoope uitgaven van ouze "Psalter" 
gepubliceerd worden, alsook van eenigander zangboek dat 
de Synode mocht approbeeren, dat gebruikt zou kunnen 
worden buiten den openbaren eerediensl." 

With regard to this overture, your Committee advises 
Synod that it appoint a .committee to investigate the possi
bility of the proposed a.ction and to report to next Synod. 
Reason: This matter involves questions of copyright and 
printing costs which your Committee cannot now properly 
investigate. 

Adopted. (Cf. Art. 128, Appointments, sub 10.) 

ARTIKEL 23 
Synod now takes up the Report of the Committee of Pre

advice on Theological School and Calvin College, which is 
read by the reporter, Rev. L. J. Lamberts: 

"ESTEEMED BRETHREN:-

A. Your Committee appointed to give advice with re
gard to the Theological School and Calvin College and rela
tive matters, has the following recommendations to make 
respecting the report of the Curatorium (Supplement II) : . 

(1) Synod receive the first part of the report-all the 
material to Section K-as matter of information. 

Adopted. 
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(2) Synod express jts joy at the growth of our institu
tion during the past decade, a matter mentioned in the in
troduction of the report. 

Adopted. 

(3) Synod give Mr. Tony Noordewier a vote of thanks 
for all the work he has done without remuneration as treas
urer of our institution, 'and instruct Curatorium to give, 
him some tangible recognition of appreciation. 

Adopted. 

(4)" Synod approve the two matters mentioned in Sec
tion B: 

a) The merger of the Committee ou Buildings and 
Grounds with the Board of ,Finance. ' 

Adopted. 

b) The changing of the Supervisory Committee's name 
so that it will be designated as the "Executive Committee." 

Adopted. 

(5) Synod act according to the recommendatiou of 
Curatorium and re-appoint Prof. Kromminga for a term of 
six years . 

. Adopted, (Cf. Art. 38.) 

(6) In connection with what was done to bring about 
the admission of Calvin College to the North Central Asso
ciation of 'Colleges and Secondary Schools, Synod pass a 
vote of thanks to all who took part in this matter, especially 
to President Broene. 

Adopted. 

(7) Syuod express its appreciation to theHekman fam: 
iIy for its royal gift. 

Adopted. 

(8) Synod instruct Curatorium Contractum to dedicate 
in a formal manner the new seminary to the high purpose 
of serving as the place where future ministers of the Chris
tian Reformed Church are to be trained for their office. 
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(The Committee could not see its way clear to recommend 
what Curatorium suggested in view of the heavy expense 
involved.) . 

Adopted. 

(9) Synod express its appreciation to Mr. and Mrs.' 
W. B. Eerdmans for the organ that is to be installed in the 
chapel this snmmer. 

Adopted. 

(10) Synod accept as information the matter mentioned 
in Section 26, paragraph 1, regarding the liquidation of the 
mortgage, bnt with this additional statement: "In order to 
do this, the Finance Board found it necessary to borrow the 
sum of $15,000 on a note." 

Adopted. 

(11) Synod ac~ept the exphnation of the Board given 
under K, 1, as to the reason why the instruction regarding 
an early report was not carried out by Curatorium. 

Adopted. 

(12) Synod adopt the following Rules for the Appoint
ment of Professors in Theology, as given under Sectiol.1K: 

(1) When a theological professor is to be appointed, 
Curatorium shall present a nomination to Synod. 
The nominees shall preferably be ordained men that 
have had some experience in the ministry of the 
Word. The nomination shall not be made until a 
conference has been held with the Theological Fac
ulty. It must be made in time so that it may appear 
in our church papers at least twice before Synod 
meets. To this end the Executive Committee of the 
Curatorium shall prepare a proposal in time for the 
meeting of the full Curatorium iu May. When Cura
torium convenes, its first duty shall be the making 
of thy.uomination aud its publication. In order to 
lengthen the time for possible objections to reach 
Synod, the election shall take place at Synod as late 
as possible, and certainly not before the .twentieth 
of June. . 
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(2) As in the past, a professor will be appointed for a 
term of two years; in case of reappointment, this 
will-be for a term of six years; if again reappointed 
at the completion of his second term, he will be ap
pointed indefinitely. 

(3) These rules, if adopted, are to supersede all former 
rules. . 

Adopted. 

(13) Synod rectify the error made in 1928 with respect 
to the minimum salaries of Assistants, so that this will not 
be $1600 but $1800. 

Adopted. 

(14) Synod state that a minister can accept the presi
dency of Calvin College without losing his ministerial 
standing. Grounds: 

a) The College helongs to the Church; 
b) Its headship is a position of the very greatest signi

ficance to our entire denomination; and 
c) The position is one in which the incumbent can exer- . 

cise a far-reaching spiritual influence. 
Tabled, until the Report of the Committee "Inzake den 

Status Dan Dienaren aan Niet-Kerlcelijlce Inrichtingen Dan 
Onderwijs," (Agenda, Part I, p. 30) is taken up: (Cf. Art. 
57, V, 3.) 

05) Synod grant the request of Curatorium with re
spect to the changing of the name of our institution to Cal
Din College and Seminary. Grounds: 

a) This simple designation will remove the false impres
sion that the Theological School and Calvin College 
are two separate institutions; 

b) It is true that the Synod of 1926 objected to such a 
change of the name (see Acta 1926, p. 37) especially 
on the score that "our Theological School would (in 
the proposed change of name) lose the place to which 
it is entitled and which lives in the minds of our 
people," but the change of the official title does not 
involve that the Seminary department of our institu
tion will cease to be our Theological School. 
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Synod authorize Curatorium to change the Articles of 
Incorporation in harmony with this change of name .• 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 31.) 

ARTIKEL 24 
This session is closed with prayer by the Rev. B. H. 

Einink. 

VIERDE ZITTING, VRIJDAG;NAMIDDAG, 13 JUNI 

ARTIKEL 25 
No. 146 of the Christian Hymnal is sung. The Rev. J. 

Manni opens with prayer. -

ARTIKEL 26 
The Rev. H. Baker of the Committee for Reception of 

Delegates from Other Churches and Organizations intro" 
duces to Synod the Rev. M. Wayne Womer, Secretary of the 
Michigan Lord's Day Alliance, who in a short and forcible 
address presents the cause of the organization which he 
represents. . 

Next he introduces Dr. David G. Wylie, President of the 
Lord's Day Allian·ce of the United States, who also in an .. 
earnest and able way pleads for the support of the Alliance 
in its efforts to safeguard the Sabbath, and requests that a 
member from our churches be appointed to serve as a 
member of the Board of the Alliance. 

A resolution presented to Synod with respect to the par
ticipation of our churches in the work of the Alliance is 
laid in the hands of the Committee of Preadvice on Varia. 
(Cf. Art. 45, 9.) 

ARTIKEL 27 
Wordt ter tafel gelegd een schrijven van de Gerefor

meerde Kerken in Nederland, waarin Dr. V. Hepp wordt 
aangewezen als Ueputaat van de Synode dier Kerken naar 
onze Synode. 

Dr. Y.P: De JOll.g leidt Dr. V. Hepp bij de Synode in, 
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waarna Dr. Hepp een toespraak houdt, die in de Bijlagen 
van deze Acta is opgenomen (Supplement XV). 

Dr. H. Kuiper beantwoordt den hooggeachten afgevaar
digde op hartelijke wijze. 

ARTIKEL 28 
The Rev. H. Baker now introduces Rev. J. L. McLaughlin, 

Secretary of the American Bible Society, who brings the 
greetings of the organization he represents and bespeaks the 
continued support of its work by' our churches. The Rev. 
J. Beebe responds to this address. 

A resolution with respect to the participation Qf our 
churches in the work of the American Bible Society is laid 
in the hands of the Committee of Preadvice on Varia. . (Cf. 
Art. 45, 7.) 

ARTIKEL 29· 
The Committee for Appointment of .Committees of Pre

advice proposes the. following changes of its previously 
rendered report (Cf. Artt. 15 and 21) : 

a) That Report VI in re Uitbouw der Belijdenis be given 
into the hands .of the Committee of Preadvice on Theolog
ical School and Calvin College. 

b) That Report X in re Doop van Aangenomen· Kinde
ren be given into the hands of the Committee of Preadvice 
on Varia. 

c) That Reports XVI in re American Federation of 
Labor, and XVII in re Christian Social and Industrial.Or
ganizations be given into the hands of the Committee of 
Preadvice on Publication Matters. 

So decided. 

ARTIKEL 30 
The following brethren are designated to serve Synod as 

a Committee for Appointments: The Revs. J. Manni, Dr. 
Y. P. De Jong, W. Groen, L. Veltkamp, Dr. G. Goris, G. 
Hoeksema, and Elders W. Bareman, J. Hofstra, Sr., p, Nie
veen, Chas. Vander Kooi, and J. J. Bolt. (Cf. Art. 128.) 
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ARTIKEL 31 

Synod continues the discussion of the Report of the Com
mitt.ee of Preadvice on Theological School and Calvin Col
lege (Cf. Art. 23): 

(16) In connection with the Overture of Classis Grand 
Rapids West in re an Extra Post-Graduate Course at our 
Seminary, found in the Report of the Curatorium under 
K, 5, your Committee advises Synod to express itself as be
ing in favor of introducing a post-graduate course in the 
Seminary, leading to a Th.M. degree; and to appoint a Com
mittee, of six (in whiCh there will be two members of the 
Seminary Faculty and· two members of the Curatorium), 
this Committee to report to Curatorium, with the under
standing that this body after thorough investigation of the 
report, shall have power to act. 

Adopted. 

B. In connection with the Overture of Classis Ostfries
land in which attention is called "to Art. 40, Acta Synodi 
1920, p. 62, if. in re agreement with Grundy Center espe
cially that part where Synod promises to maintain the two 
years' Seminary department, which since 1922 has been dis
continued," and in which the wish is expressed "that Synod 
re-open the case," your Committee advises Synod not to 
accede to this request, bnt to abide by the decisions of 1922 
(cf. Acta 1922, p. 24, Art. 20, paragraph 2), since the con
ditions on which tl;1at decision was based have not changed. 

Adopted. 

C. With regard to the request of Classis Grand Rapids 
East that Synod cancel the debt of Chatham to the Theo- . 
logical School, amounting to $156.21, your Committee ad
vises Syuod not to do this, but to urge Classis Grand Rap
ids East to take care of Chatham's debt. Grounds: 

(1) The Synods of 1900, 1902, and 1926 have declared 
that each Classis is responsible for the payment of 
the assessment for the Theological School (see Acta 
1926, p. 73); 
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(2) The Synod of 1926 (Acta, p. 76) has declared that 
with respect to the actual debt, the Classis should as
sist the weak churches in the payment thereof; 

. (3) Although the organization of the Chatham church 
was in a sense a fruit of mission activity sponsored 
by Synod, yet it was Classis Grand Rapids East 
which organized the Chatham church, and since the 
date of its organization, the chnrch of Chatham be

. longs to Classis Grand Rapids East just as well as 
any other church within its domain. 

Adopted. 

D. In addition to the report of the "Committee in re the 
Chicago Mission Training School" (cf. Agenda, Part I, 
p. 27, Report III) and the overture of Classis Illinois, which 
asks Synod to make provision for the training of mission 
helpers 'at our Theological School and Calvin College (cf. 
Agendum II, p. vi), your Committee received the following 
ov\'rture from Classis Grand Rapids East: 

. "The Classis Grand Rapids East overtures Synod to take 
the necessary steps to organize a Day School for the train
ing of mission workers. This school to be located in Grand 
Rapids. We believe such a school to be an urgent need, 
and that the time to organize such a school has come. 

Grounds: 
a) The work in Chicago, Grand Rapids, and other cities 

has shown that the time is ripe for us to do mission 
work in our larger cities. Many people know nothing 
about the trne religion; . 

b) This work, if it is to be successfnl with the blessing 
of the Lord, must be done along strict Reformed 
lines. Only by continueQ teaching can these people 
come to the truth. To do this our workers must them
selves be well prepared for the work; 

c) A school which has sessions only a few evenings a 
week will not meet the need. The course given must 
of necessity be very limited. Often the student cannot 
come because of working conditions. The time avail
able for him after work is too little to do justice to the 
school work; 
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d) Such a school should belong to the Chnrch, and its 
·graduates available throughout the Church; 

e) Students trained here would be able to carryon not 
only city mission work, but often could do good work 
on our Indian field, and possibly on foreign fields; 

t) Finally, at present some of onr young folk take their 
training at various Bible Institutes, and because of 
their training often cannot be used by our churches. 
Thus we are losing some of the talent which we have 
in our own circles." 

Your Committee advises Synod to appoint a Committee 
to make a thorough study of the advisability and feasibility 
of establishing a Mission Training and Bible School for our 
churches, either apart from or in connection with our Theo
logical School and Calvin College. Ground: 

We are· here face to face with a pressing and intricate 
problemwhich merits thorongh study. 

We wonld suggest to Synod that the Faculties of our 
School and the Curatorium be represented on this Com
mittee. 

Adopted, with this amendment, that on this Committee 
shall serve also men in close touch with the actual mission 
work. 

E. Your Committee .having taken note of tbe fact that 
the Committee in re "Het Gereformeerd Beginsel van Vrije 
Studie" has not been able to carry out its mandate (cf. 
Agenda II, Report XV, p. 215), advises Synod to continue 
the same Committee. (Cf. Art. 128.) 

Adopted, (Contiimed in Art. 126.) 

ARTIKEL 32 
The offer of the Grand Rapids churches to give the mem

bers of Synod an outing on Thursday afternoon, J line 19, 
is thankfully accepted. (But se~ Art. 34.) 

ARTIKEL 33 
Synod decides to adjourn until Monday afternoon, 

June 16, at 1 :30 o'clock. Elder H. H. Bosch closes this ses
sion with prayer. 
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VIJFDE ZITTING, MAANDAGNAMIDDAG, 16 JUNI 

ARTIKEL 34 
Diep geschokt dOOI1 het plotselinge overlijden van Ds. 

Abel J. Brink, die op Zondagnamiddag, ongeveer om twee 
nur, door een automobiel ongeval om het leven kwam, 
verzamelden de afgevaardigden zich op den bestemden tijd 
in bet auditorium van Calvin College en zongen Psalm 
103:8, "Gelijk het gras is ons kortstondig leven," waarna 
Dr. Y. P. De Jong voorging in gebed. 

Na eenige bespreking wat onder deze droeveomstandig
heden te doen, besluit de Synode thans haar arbeid voort te 
zetten, maar in plaats van op 'Donderdagnamiddag 'op een 
uitstapje uit te gaan, gelijk besloten was (cf. Art. 32), een 
begrafenisdienst te houden ter herinnering aan onzen ge
storven broeder, die~ zoo onverwacht uit den dienst des 
Heeren in de strijdende Kerk op aarde werd weggerukt en 
overgeplaatst in de triumfeerende'Kerk in den heme!. (Zie 
verder Art. 63.) 

ARTIKEL 35 
Appel wordt gehouden, waarbij blijkt, dat aIle afgevaar

digden tegenwoordig zijn, behalve Dss. C. De Leeuwen K. 
Tebben, die beide wegeus gemeentelijke bezigheden wettig 
verhinderd zijn, maar verwacht worden morgen weer te- . 
genwoordig te zijn. 

ARTIKEL 36 
De Acta der derde en vierde zitting worden gelezen en 

• onveranderd aangenomen en goedgekeurd. 

ARTIKEL 37 
Synod now takes in hand the Report of the Committee of 

Preadvice on Mission Matter." which is read by the Re
porter, Rev. H. Baker: 

"ESTEEMED FATHERS ANO BRETHREN: 

The followiug material was submitted to your Committee 
for its consideration: -

I. The Report of the Director of Missions on behalf of 
the Christian Reformed Board of Missions (Supple
ment IV). 
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II. Tile Report of the General Home Missions, Com
mittee (Snpplement III). 

III. The Report of 'Kerkhulp' (Supplement VII). 
IV. The Report of the Nathanael Institute (Supple-

ment V). ' . 
V. The Report of the Paterson Hehrew Mission (Supple

ment V). 
VI. The Report of the Hoboken Seamen's Home (Supple

mentX). 
VII. The Report of the Treasurer of the Jewish Mission, 
. General Fund (Supplement V). 

VIII. The Report of the Committee on Rules and Regula
tions for Home Missions. 

IX. The Report of the Committee ou Status of Mis
sionaries. . 

X~ The Report on 'Stamgenooten iu Zuid-Amerika' (Sup
plement IX). 

XI. The several overtures (see Agenda, Part II, pp., vii
xvi). 

Re'ceived as information. 

I. The Report of the Director of Missions on behalf of 
the Christian Reformed Board of Missions. 

Your Committee has the honor to report: 
We would ask Synod to request Dr. H; Beets to read this. 

report. 
\Ve recommend that the report be received for informa

tion and printed in the Acts of Synod. 
So decided. 

We would ask Synod to .grant Rev. L. P. Brink and Dr. 
R. H. Pousma the privilege of the floor when the Expansion 
Program is discussed. 

So decided. 
A. Your Committee advises that Synod approve the elec

, tion of the following brethren as members of the Christian 
Reformed Board of Missions: 

.. Classis California-Rev. W. Groen; Alternate-Rev. J. De 
Jong. 
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Classis Grand Rapids East-Rev. J. L. Heeres; Alternate
Rev. M. Monsma. 

Classis Grand.Rapids West-Rev. H. J. Mulder; Alternate-"
Rev. G. Hofmeyer. 

Classis Hackensack---Rev. J. Beebe; Alternate-Rev. D. De 
Beer. . 

Classis Holland-Rev. D. Zwier; Alternate--Rev. L. Van 
Laar. 

Glassis Hudson-Rev. VV. Kuipers; Alternate-Rev. R. Bolt. 
Classis Illinois-Rev. J. H. Monsma; Alternate-Rev. C. 

Huissen. 
Classis Muskegon-Rev. J. Dolfin; Alternate-Rev. L. J. 

Lamberts. 
Classis Orange City-Rev. J. Paauw; Alternate-Rev. G. 

Andree. 
Classis Ostfriesland-Rev. H. C. Bo"de; Alternate-Rev. 

A. D. Folkema. 
Classis Pacific-Rev. D. H. Muyskens; Alternate-Rev. J. 

Mulder. 
Classis Pella-Rev. 1. Van Dellen; Alternate-Rev. W. D .. 

Vanderwerp. 
Classis Sioux Center-Rev. J. C. DeBruyn; Alternate-Rev. 

J. Rubingh. 
Classis Wisconsin-Rev. J. O. Vos; Alternate-Rev. H. 

Ahuis. . 
Classis Zeeland-Rev. G. J. Vande Riet; Alternate-Rev. W .. 

Van Peursem. . 
Adopted. Synod instructs its Secretary to cllSt the ballot 

for these brethren. 

B. Relative to the election of Delegates-at-large, and 
in connection with this the Overture of Classis Holland, 
found in the Agenda, Part II, p. xvi, your Committee will 
bring this matter before Synod at a later session. (Cf. 
Art. 94, J.) 

C. Your Committee-advises Synod to adopt the proposal. 
made by the Board of Missions: "To leave it to the discre_ 
tion of our Board (owing to the uncertainty of the situa-
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tion in China) to have a third mission post opened on the 
-China field at the opportune time." Grounds: 

,(1) Sound strategy of missions requires at present to 
have .the choice of two posts; , 

(2) The China force unanimously requests this. 
, Adopted. 

D., Your Committee advises Synod to give Fort Wingate 
on our Indian field the status of a post. Grounds: 

(1) The Charles H. Burke Indian School affords an ex-
cellent opportunity for mission work; . 

,(2) The place is of strategic importance. 
Adoptet;l. 

E. We advise Synod, as requested by the Board of Mis
sions, to leave the matter of a pension for the family of the 
late campworker, W. Mierop, to the Executive Committee 
of our Board, to determine the amount, in consultation with 
the Rehoboth consistory. (Cf. Art. 25, Acta 1920, pp. 22 f.f.) 

Adopted. 

F. Expansion Program. 
(1) In re the Expansion Program submitted. by the 

Board as per mandate of Synod 1928 (Acta 1928, p. 44), 
your Committee presents the following in explanation of its 
advice to adopt Art. 1, second part, "a new mid adequate 
hospital at Rehoboth": 

a) The present building can accommodate 40 patients, 
but is too small for efficiency. It has no facilities for 
patients who have contagious diseases and hence en
danger all other patients. The operating-room and 
nursery are too small and inadequate for efficient 
service; 

b) The proposed hospital will provide accommodations 
for 85 patients and will be built with a view torender
ing service to our whole Indian field. This can be 
done best by erecting one hospital building and open
ing clinics in different sections of the field to care for 
patients who do not need immediate hospital treat
ment. At present we have two clinics which are taken 
care of by our Medical Missionary; 
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. C) The proposed hospital can be bnilt at an estimated 
cost of $95,000. To this sum must be added some· 
$15,000 for heating and other equipment; 

d) The maintenance cost of our present institution 
amounts to approximately $10,000, and that of the 
proposed hospital is estimated at approximately 
$20,000 annually. Of this amount we may expect to 
receive from $6,000 to $8,000 annually from the Gov
ernment for the care of patients who have become 
government charges. Although we have no guaran
tee that the Government will continue this policy, we 
are reasonably sure that, if an adequate hospital is 
erected at Rehoboth, it will continue to send its 
charges to our institution; 

e) The present hospital building, at no great expense, 
can be altered to provide a school-room for the white 
childen, a sleeping-room for employees, post office, 
guest-rooms, and a school-room for the contemplated 
Training School for Missionaries. 

Received as information. 

(2) Your Committee, in view of the following consid
erations: 

a) That Medical Mission Work has been successfully 
carried on in our Indian field for a number of years, 
and has proven itself to be the entering wedge in"over
throwing the Indian religion; 

b) The present building is unsafe, unsatisfactory, and in
adeqnate for Medical Work; 

c) The present building can be utilized for other abso
lutely necessary puposes; 

d) The Church will be safeguarded against a large debt 
by the stipulation that the total estimated cost must 
be raised in cash and pledges before work is begun; 

recommends that Synod sustain the Board in its proposal 
to erect a new hospital at Rehoboth. 

Adopted. 

(3) In regard to a Central Heating Plant at Rehoboth, 
your Committee will lay its advice before Synod at·a later 
session. (Cf. Art. 43.) 
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(4). A new home for either the Pastor or Doctor at 
Rehoboth. 

(a) Your Commfttee advises Synod to authorize the 
Board of Missions to erect a uew home for the doctor. 
Grouud: 

The present residence does not provide the room and 
comfort his family reqnires. 

Adopted . 

. (b) We further recommend that the new home for the 
doctor be included in the hospital building project, with the 
same stipulations, viz., "the financial obligations involved 
shall be covered by cash and pledges." 

Adopted. 

(c) Your Committee also advises Synod to authorize 
the Board to erect a home for the pastor at Rehoboth when 
necessary. 

Rejected. 

(5) A chapel and missionary home at the Fort Win
gate Post. 

In view of the recommendation given in (D) above, your 
Committee advises Synod that the Board be authorized to 
build a chapel and home at Fort Wingate when the way is 
open. 

Adopted. 

Items 6, 7, 8, -and 9 on the Expansion Program are re
ferred back to the Committee for more careful formulation 
and stipulation.-(Cf. Art. 43.) 

(10) The purchase of a part of the Vander Wagen prop
erty at Zuni, N. M. 

This property adjoins the property of our Church at Zuni. 
The Committee ou Expansion foresees tQat it will be used 
for a touring camp, which it considers undesirable in view 
of the. proximity of our Mission. 

Some of the buildings on this property are rented by our 
Mission from Mr. Vander Wagen,and its purchase for the 
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sum 'of $3,500 \s considered to be advantageous to our Mis- . 
sion at Zuni. 

The other half of the Vander Wagen property will be re" 
tained by Mr, Vander Wagen, In view of the possibility 
that the second half will be sold by him at a later date, it 
seems to be the part of wisdom to obtain an option on it for 
at least five years, . 

Your Committee advises Synod to authorize the Board to' 
purchase a part of the Vander Wagen property at Zuui, 
N. M., and to obtain au option for a period of five years on 
the other half pf his property. Grounds: 

0) Its purchase is recommended by the General Con-
ference; 

b) The buildiugs are needed by our Mission; 
c) The purchase price is ,considered to be a fair one. 
Adopted. " 

G. (1) Relative to the proposal of the Board of Mis
sions that Synod appoint a central committee of five per
sons, empowered to appoint sub-committees and to add to 
its number as it sees fit, whose duty it shall be to put on a 
campaign for the funds needed for the hospital and the 
doctor's home at the opportune time, your Committee ad
vises its adoption. 

Adopted. 

(2) Your Committee adv.ises Synod to appoint the fol
'lowing brethren: John Hekman, G. Daane, Rev. J. Dolfin, 
Dr. G. Broodman, and H. Holtvluwer. 

Adopted. 

H. Your Committee advises that Synod authorize the 
Executive Committee of the Board to have the hospital and 
doctor's home erected when the money needed has been 
raised in cash and pledges. 

Adopted. 

I. (1) Your Committee advises that a communication 
of MisS J. Veenstra, pertaining to the assumption' by our 
Church of a part of the Sudan Mission Field in the province 
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of Nigeria; British Africa, be read and received for infor
mation. 

Adopted. 

(2) We further advise that the matter, mentioned by 
Miss J. Veenstra, be referred to the' Board for investigation, 
and it be instructed to report to the 1932 Synod. Ground: 

More aud definite information must be received before 
Synod can. properly consider the sugge~tion of Miss J. 
Veenstra. 

Adopted. (Continn~d in Art. 43.) 

ARTIKEL 38 
The following letter from Prof. D. H. Kronuninga is read: 

"Grand Rapids, Mich., June 16, 1930. 
"REV. MR. W. P. V AN WYK, 
President of Synod of the 

Christian Refm'med Church, 1930. 
"ESTEEMED BROTHER:-

"Permit me to thank the vener~ble body over which you preside 
for the honor of the re-appointment conferred upon me, and to inform 
it of my acceptance of the re-appointment. 

"Respectfully, 
uD. H. KROMMINGA." 

ReceilJed as information. (Cf. Art. 23, sub 5.) 

ARTIKEL 39 
Mr. B. J. Bennink closes this session with prayer. 

ZESDE ZITTING, DlNSDAGMORGEN. 17JUNI 

ARTIKEL 40 
Nadat gezongen is Psalm 25:2, opent Ds. C. De Leeuw 

dezevergadering met gebed. 

ARTIKEL 41 
Appel wordt gehouden, waarbij blijkt, dat aile afgevaar

digden tegenwoordig zijn. 

ARTIKEL 42 
De Acta van de vijfde zitting worden gelezen en onver

anderd aangenomen en goedgekeurd. 
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ARTIKEL 43 
Synod continues the discussion of Mission Matters (cf. 

Art. 37). The Committee of Preadvice now lays before 
Synod its advice on: 

J. Central Heating Plant. 
The Board of Missions proposes the erection of a central 

heating plant which shaIl heat all of our buildings at Reho
both. The arguments advanced in favor of such a plant are: 

a) Some of the individual heating plants must be re-
placed; 

b) A central heating plant will diminish fire hazards; 
c) It is more efficient; 
d) It will bring about a substantial saving in fuel con

sumption. 
Your Committee advises Synod not to sustain the Board 

in its proposal to erect a central heating. plant. Grounds: 
a) Although the instaIlation of a central heating plant 

may seem ideal, such a plant is not always. as satisfac
tory in its results as it is generaIly presepted to be; 

b) The present condition of the individnal heating plants. 
in the various buildings is not such that they need to 
be replaced at this time. According to the informa
tion received, it will require only $5,000 or $6,000 to 
repair them; 

c) The proposed heating plant will cost nearly $60,000. 
The annnal interest on this large snm of money is 
more than snfficient to huy all the coal needed for all 
of the Rehohoth buildings for one year; 

d) Having a central heating· plant is not an advantage 
when heat is required in one particular building, e.g., 
in the hospital, and not in other buildings; 

e) The saving obtained throngh the use of a cheaper 
grade of coal in a central heating plant can also he 
procured when stokers are instaIled in the individual 

. heating plants; 
f) Although a central heating plant does diminish fire 

hazards, there is no specific danger in having indi
vidual heating plants if firiilg is properly done and 
the buildings regularly inspected. 

The advice of the Committee is adopted. 
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In regard to points 6, 7, 8, and 9 of the Expansion Pro
gram, yonr Committee advises that these proposals, viz.: 

(6) A mission post at a station designated as Beautiful 
Mountain, with a home for a campworker; 

(7) A chapel at Toadlena, same-type as at CrownPoint; 
. (8) A mission at Canyon Cito; and 

(9) Field chapels-inexpensive buildings-for religious 
services, in Indian communities, 

be accepted as information, and be approved as parts of 
that Program, but that these proposals shall not be carried 
out except upon a decision of a later Synod, save· in the 
event one or more of these proposed buildings are offered 
to the Board without any expense to the Church . 
. This advice is adopted. (Continued in Art. 94.) 

ARTIKEL 44 
De Commissie voor Ontvangst van Deputaten deelt mede 

dat ter vergadering aanwezig is Ds. G. Van Halsema, eme
ritus predikant van de Gereformeerde Kerken in Neder
land, die met zich mede brengt een schrijven van de Depu
taten dier Kerken voor correspondentie met de buitenland
sche Kerken. Ds. Van Halsema brengt nogmaals de groe
ten der Gereformeerde Kerken over en. spreckt de Synode 
een hartelijk woord toe, dat door Dr. Y. P. De Jong wordt 
beantwoord. 

ARTIKEL 45 
The Report of the Committee of Preadvice on Varia is 

npw read by Rev. J, J. Hiemenga: 
"ESTEEMED BRETHREN:-. ' 

(1) Your Committee has treated the Instruction of 
Classis Orange City, page Iii of the Agendum, Part II, in 
re "Redistributie der Classes," and the Instruction of the 
Consistory of Prinsburg. J.l1hin., in re "Classis-indeeling," as 
one for the following reasons: 

a) According to a statement of Prinsburg's Consistory . 
, (see page liii) the content of both instructions is the 

same. Yonr Committee is of the same opinion and 
feels confident that neither Classis Orange City, nor 
the Consistory of Prinsburg will have any objection 
to treat their instructions as one; 
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b) The difference between Classis Orange City aud 
Prinsburg's Consistory is merely a formal one (see 
page liii). "De Prinsburg Kerkeraad oordeelde dat 
iedere instructie kerkrechtelijk ter Synode moet ko
men vau een bepaalden Kerkeraad. Zoodoende deel
den de afgevaardigden aan de Classis direct mede dat 
men het recht behield hunne instructie door te zeu
den"; 

c) There is nothing in the letter of Prinsburg's Consis
tory that requires or asks for the attention of the 
Synod, except the instruction proper (see bottom of , 
page !iii), 

Wherefore your Committee advises: 
a) That Synod approve of this method, viz., to treat 

these instructions as one; and 
b) Accept the first part of the letter of Prinsburg's Cou

sistory-up to the instruction proper-as information. ' 
Adopled. 

(2) Your Committee would also call the attention of 
Synod to the fact that "historically" there was an essential 
difference in these two instructions. Prinsbnrg's original 
instruction to Classis Orange City mentioned "de wensche· 
lijkheid van een andere en betere indeeling der vier Iowa 
Classes~" ' . 

Classis Orange City speaks in its instruction abont a re
distribntion of the whole Church into ten or twelve 
Classes, while in its instruction to Synod Prinsburg also re
fers to all Classes of our Church. 

Synod also accept this as information. 
Adopted. 

(3) With respect to the Instruction. we advise: Synod 
do not accede to this request at this time. Grounds: 

a) The reasons advanced in these instructions are only of 
. a practical nature, and proceed from the principle 
that representation or delegation should be based upon 
the nuniber of families (see gronnd 2 ·of Prinsburg's 
instruction) . This aSSlllnption is, of course, un-Re-
formed; . 
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b) Ground 2, of Classis Orange City and ground 3 of 
Prinsburg's Consistory are very indefinite, It is not 
easy to determine "when a Classis is too large or too 
slllall"; 

c) A matter so important, affecting the whole Church, 
should come from more than one Classis before 
Synod-take any action; . 

. d) Ih case a re-distribution of certain Classes is desired, 
. Synod refer this matter to such Classes, as the logical 
agencies to take the initiative, and then come to Synod 
for its consent. . 

Adopted, with this amendment of d: Synod holds that 
this question of possible desirability of the re-distribution 
of certain Classes belongs properly to the Classes partjcu
larly interested or involved as the 10gi(Oal agencies to take 
the initiative, !lnd then come to Synod for its consent. 

(4) Instruction of Consistory of Emden, Minn.: 

"De Emden, Minnesota, Kerkeraad verzoekt overdracht 
van de Classis Ostfriesland tot die van Orange City. 

Gronden: 
(1) Ruim drie honderd (300) mijl zijn wij gelegen Vall 

het centrum van Classis Ostfriesland en de gewone 
vergaderplaats dier Classis. ,Vij. zijn geen honderd 
en vijftig (150) mijlen van het centrum van Classis 
Orange City. De gemeenten van Classis Orange City 
liggen ons allen nader dan de overgroote meerder~ 
heid van ClassisOstfriesland. Zoo' terwille van de 
onkosten (Classicaal zoowel als in geval van vaca
ture voor Classisbenrten, enz.), verzoeken we tot 
deze overdracht; 

. (2) In den regel gebruikt de Kerkeraad de Hollandsche 
taal, ook in zijn instructies naar de Classis. Oit ook 
veroorzaakt moeilijkheid en maakt voor ons de over
dracht zeer gewenscht." 

Your Committee advises that Synod inform the Consistory 
that this matter is not within the jurisdiction of Synod, as 
long as the Classes involved have not been consulted .. 

Adopted. 
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(5) Instructions of Classes Muskegon and Pella in re 
Calendar Reform: 

"Classis overtures Synod to take note of the fact that the 
business interests at home and abroad are demanding a 
'Calendar Reform.' Of all the plans that have been pro
posed, the Cotsworth International Fixed Calendar appears 
to have more supporters than any other. 

"This Calendar, in hrief, consists of thirteen standard 
months, with each month as follows: . 

S M T W T F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

"Each month in the year will always be exactly the same 
as that shown above. A new month will be inserted be
tween June and Jnly. The 365th day will be December 29, 
but will have no week-day name. This day, to be known as 
'Year-day,' will be inserted between Saturday, December 28, 
and Sunday, Jannary 1. In like manner in Leap Year;the 
extra day, Jnne 29, will be placed between Saturday, 
June 28, and Snnday, the.first day of the new month. It is 
proposed to have a fixed date for the Easter Sunday. 

"In view of these facts Synod is asked: 
" (1) To express itself as being opposed to the proposed 

Cotsworth International Calendar becanse of the 
insertion of the 'Year-Day' between Saturday and 
Sunday, making it very difficult for Christians to 
observe the Lord's Day at the proper time; and 

"(2) To ask other Churches to take a similar stand with 
respect to the propos~d Calendar Reform. 

. (Classis Muskegon.) " 

"Classis reqnests Synod to register a protest with the or
ganization sponsoring the adoption of a new calendar con
taining thirteen months of four weeks each to a month, do
iIig away with one or more days each year. Ground: ·This 
is in conflict with the ordinance of God, calling for one day 
out of seven to be kept holy unto the Lord. 

(Classis Pella.)" 
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Your Committee advises Synod to express itself as 
follows: 

"Weare not opposed to calendar changes as such; pro
vided such changes preserve the ancient and divine arrange

, ment of the fixed days of the week. The weekly cycle or
dained by God Himself in the very beginning of time, ac
cording to the Word of God, should not be altered," and 
forward this statement to the National Committee on Cal
endar Simplification, and to, Congressman Carl E. Mapes 
of Michigan. 

Adop(ed. 

(6) Instruction of Classis California: "Classis over
tures Synod t6 register with the American Bible, Society a 
vigorous protest against statements made by Rev. S. Parkes 
Cadman, D.D., LL.D., in an article 'How to Read the Bible,' 
appe'lring in the Bible Society Record of January, 1930, 
p.14. The objectionable statements are:' 'As a collection 
of tracts, treatises, and histories, it includes every type of 
literature. Folklore, myth, legend, drama, idyll, poetry, 
and biography are here associated with meditations, max
hns, letters, serlllons, parables, prayers, psalms, and can
ticles. Transmitted to successive generations by providen
tial oversight, the Bible's teachings reflect the ever-advanc
ing moral and religious intelligence of the nations'." 

Your Committee advises Synod to act in accordance with 
this instrnction. Grounds: 

a) Expressions as referred to in the Instruction of Classis 
California are entirely ont of harmony with the policy 
of the American Bible Society; , 

b) Our Church should raise its voice of protest when 
such statements are published by a Society that re
ceives our finaucial support. 

Adopted. 

(7) Report of the Representative of the American Bible 
Society (see Agenda, Part II, p. 240). 

Yonr Committee advises Synod to: 
a) Accept tIus report as information; 
b) Recommend this cause for continued financial sup

port to our churches; 
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c) Appoint a representative of our Church to the Ameri-
cau Bible Society. _ ' 

Adopted. ' (Cf, Art. 128, ,7.) 

(8) Report of the Represeutative of the National Chris
tian Association, Ihe'Rev. A. H. Bratt. 

The report of your representative is a communication to 
the Synodical Committee. It contaius a statement of the 
fact that the brother does uot understaud the meaning of 

, Art. 144 of Acta Synodi 1928, page 156. He is Of the opinion 
that Synod requires a complete financial statement of all 
the receipts and disbursements of the National Christian 
Association. Consequently snch a statement is herewith 
submitted. 

Your Committee advises Syuod to: 
a) Accept this report as information; 
b) Express itself more definitely as to the meauing of 

said Article, as follows: "In re the National Christian 
Association, Synod decides to instruct its representa
tive to include in his report a detailed annual financial 
statement covering receipts and disbursements of this 
Association, and to submit the same to the Synodical 
COlnmittee" ; 

Adopted. 

c) Recommend the National Christian Association to 
our churches for continued moral and financial 
support. 

Adopted. ' 

d) Appoint a representative of our Church to this 
organization. 

Adopted. (Cf. Art. 128, 6.) 

(9) Lord's Day Alliance of the United States. (Cf. 
Art. 26.) 

Your Committee advises Synod to: 
a) Give' this organization its moral support, unless, our 

representatives advise to the contrary; 
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b) To appoint Rev. H. Beets, ~ LL.D., as an Honorary 
Vice-President of said Alliance, and Rev. J. J. Hie
menga as a member of the Board of Managers, as. re
quested by this Board. 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 84.) 

ARTIKEL 46 
This session is closed with prayer by Mr. A. D~ Vries. 

ZEVENDE ZITTING, DlNSDAGN~MIDDAG, 17 JUNI 

ARTIKEL 47 
No. 176. of the Christian Hymna[js sung. Rev. C. ~Spoel

~ hof leads in prayer.· 

ARTIKEL 48 
The Report of the Committee of Preadvice on the Intro

duction of Hymns is now read by the reporter, Rev. W. 
Groen: 
"ESTEEMED BRETHREN:-

Your Committee respectfully reports: 
I. Relative to the Introduction of a Greater Number of 

Hymns into the Public Worship of our Churches. 
~ A. Your Committee had the following material for con

sideration: 
(1) The Report of the Advisory Conimittee appointed,in 

1928 (Agenda, Part. 1, pp. 179-207 and Report on the 
Hymn Questionand the text of Approved Hymns) ; 

(2) Overture by Classis Pella (Agenda, Part II, p. xxxiii) ; 
(3) Overture by Classis Zeeland (Agenda, Part. II, p. 

xxxiii) ; 
(4) Overture by the Consistory of First South Holland _ 

(Agenda, Part II, pp. xxxiii, xxxiv). Note that in the 
Agenda this overture is mistakenly attributed to Clas-
sis Illinois; . 

(5) Overture by Classis Illinois, as follows: "Classis 
Illinois informs Synod that it favors the adoption of 
a collectiim of hymns ·for congregational singing. 
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Classis is convinced, however, that our Church should 
remain chiefly a psalm-singing Church. It would 
strongly disapprove the iutroduction of a very large 
number of hymus. It urges Synod to adopt only 
such hymns as are specifically New Testament in 
spirit and language"; 

(6) Overture by the Consistory of Highland, Ind., as fol
lows: "De Synode wijzige Artikel 69 ollzer. Kerken
orde niet. Gronden: 
a) Dit Artikel toont dnidelijk aan, dat de Gerefol'

me~rde Kerk een psalmzingende Kerk zal zijn; 
b) De geschiedenis heeft het stand punt der Vaderen 

gerechtvaardigd. Overal waar de gezangen wer
den toegelaten zijn de psalmen verdrongen, en de 
geschiedenis zal zich nu ook weer herhalen. En 
de Schrift beveelt ons psalmen te zingen (1 Kron. 
16:4-7; Ps. 105: 2; Ps. 95:1, 2; Ef. 5:19; Col. 3: 
Hi, enz.); 

c) Door het standpunt del' Commissie in te nemen 
. sticht men niets dan verwarring. Op de eene 
plaats zullen er dan gezangen kunnen gezongen 
worden en op de andere plaats niet, en dat in een 
en dezelfde stad of dorp; 

d) Door het standpunt der Commissie in te nemen 
he eft men het stand punt van Calvijn, Dordrecht 
(1618-'19), der Afscheiding (1834), der Terug
keer (1857), en der Doleantie verlaten, en het 
standpunt- van Luther ingenomen." 

(7) A Protest hy the Consistory of East Palmyra, N. Y., 
objecting to the introduction of hymns. Tbe COlll
mittee considers this protest not legally before Synod 
hecause it was signed only hy the Vice-President 
of the Consistory. 

Received as information . 
. 

B. Recommendat(ons: 
(1) Your Committee advises that Synod pass a vole of 

thanks to the Advisory· Committee on the Introduction of 
Hymns. 

Adopted. 
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(2) Your Committee informs Synod that full cog
nizance has been taken of the report of the Advisory Com
mittee, and that their conclusions have been fully included 
in tbese recommendations, 

Received as ir;formation. 

(3) After an extended discussion of the next recom
mendatiQn of the Committee, a motion prevails to re-com
mit this matter for another formulation in accordance with 
some suggestions which the Committee received during 
the discussion upon the floor of Synod. (Continued'in 
Art. 90.) 

ARTIKEL 49 
The Committee for Appointment of Committees of Pre

advice informs Synod that Report XXI on Radio Preach
ing (Agenda II, p. 245) and Report XXIII on Reformed 
Literature (Agenda II, p. 264) have been referred to the 
Committee of Preadvice on Publication Matters. It further 
informs Synod that an instruction of Classis Orange ,City 
has seemingly been lost. This instruction concerns a di
vorce problem on which said Classis desires the decision of 
Synod. Manuscripts completely covering the case are, how
ever, present, and have been given into, the hands of the 
Cominittee of Preadvice on Protests. 

Received as information, and approved. 

ARTIKEL 50 
Synod goes into execntive session. 

ARTIKEL 51 
Rev. J. Gritter closes this session with prayer. 

ACHTSTE ZITTING, WOENSDAGMORGEN, 18 JUNI 

ARTIKEL 52 
Psalter No. 280 is sung. Rev. K. Tebben leads in prayer. 

ARTIKEL 53 
Appel wordt gehouden, waarbij blijkt dat aile afgevaar

digden tegenwoordig zijn behalve Onderling J. Hekman, 
wiens plaats wordt ingenomen door den secundus afgevaar-
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digde, Dr. G. Broodman, die op verzoek van den Praeses 
instemming betuigt Inetde "Openlijke Verklaring." 

ARTIKEL 54 
Synod now takesin hand tbe Report of tbe Committee 

of Preadvice on Matters of Church Order, Emeriti, etc., 
which is read by the reporter, Rev. H. J. De Vries: 
"HONORABLE BRETHREN:~ 

Your Committee on matters of Church Order, etc., begs 
to submit the following report: 

. I. ReportofClassical Examiners. 
Tbe following brethren report that they have been pres

ent at the classical examinations and. the admittance of can
didates to the Ministry: Revs. K. Tebben and A. De Vries 
were present at the examination of Candidate J. Betten; 
Revs. C.-Huissen, T. Vander Ark and K. Tebben, the exam
ination of M. Vanderwerp; Revs. C. Huissen, K. Tebben and 

. D. Hollebeek, the examination of D. Hoitenga and C. Groot; 
Revs. D. Hollebeek and C. Hnissen, the examination of R. 
Bronkema and J. \Veidenaar; Revs. K. Tebben, A. B. Voss 
and D. Hollebeek, the examination of L. Verdnin; Revs. J. 
Bruinooge and E. J. Krohne, the exalI)ination of J. H. De 
Haan and P. Vos; Revs. T. Vander Ark, C. Hnissen and H. 
Blystra, the examination of C. Bode; Revs. T. Vander Ark 
and C. Huissen, the examination of R. Danhof, R. De·Haan, 

, and C. ,IVitt; Rev. J. Bruinooge, E. J. Krohne and L. Velt
kamp, the examination of A. Persenaire, H. Rikkers, and 
IV. Van Peursem; Revs. J. Bruinooge, Y. P. De Jong and 
L. Veltkamp, the examination of J. Geels; Revs. L. Velt
kamp, E. J. Krohne, and C. De Leeuw, were present at the 
meeting of Classis \Visconsin in re the case Racine-De 
Groot. Rev. J. Bruinooge, D. Zwier, and E. J. Krohne were 
present at the Colloquium Doctum of Rev. E. J. Masselink, 
Classis GraI\d Rapids \Vest. Rev. H. Baker ,vas present at 
the examination of M. Dornbush and J. Hanenburg. Rev. 
Baker reports that at that meeting of Classis Muskegon the 
examiners of Classis Holland and Classis Zeeland failed to 
be present. Yonr Committee calls the a:ttenti~n of Synod to 
this last matter, 

Received as information. 
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II. Overtutes. 
A. ·Ouerture of Classis California (Agenda, Part II, 

p. xxiii): "Classis overtures Syuod to amend the ruling re. 
garding the announcement of names of those who have con- . 

. fessedbefore the Consistory transgression of the sevel).th 
commandment (Acta 1908, Art. 54, IX), so that the advis
ability of such .announcement shall be determined by the 
Consistory in each case. Reason: . 

"Classis has in mind two specific instauces that took place 
in churches within the jurisdiction of Classis. Communi
cant members confessed to the consistories of these 
churches transgression of the seventh commandment.' These 
members had come as total strangers to these churches, but 
the fact of their transgression had been noted on their lete 
ters of dismissal by the Consistories of the Churches from 
which the members had departed. In their new church 
homes the fact pf their transgression was known to no man. 
In these cases Classis is convinced that to announce the 
names of the members who had transgressed would be of 
profit neither to the churches before whose Consistories the 
confession was made, nor to the members themselves. On 
the contrary, Classis foresees that should the names be 
announced the reputation of these members would be 
greatly harmed." 

Article 54, IX, Acta 1908, to which this overture refers, 
reads as follows: "In gevallen van overtreding van het 
zevende gebod voor het huwelijk, werd door de Synode van· 
1908 besloten den voi'm van de belijdenis aan de Kerke
raden over te laten, mits de belij denis minstens voor den 
vollen· KerkE'raad geschiede en de namen aan de gemeente 
bekend gemaakt worden." 

Your Committee advises Synod to amend this Article by 
changing the last clause to read: "En indien de zonde be
kend is in de gemeente, zullen de namen afgekondigd wor
den, opdat de gegeven ergernis weggenomen worde." 

Instead of the advice of the Committee, Synod decides to 
adopt the overture of Classis California. 

B. Overture of Classis Illinois (Agenda, Part II, page 
xxiv): "De Synode wijzige Art. 41 onzer Kerkenorde in 
dier voege dat de uitdrukking, 'of de armen en de Christe-
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Jijke Scholen bezorgd worden' in tweeen gesplitst worde, en 
c de lezing voortaan zij: 'of.de armen bezorgd worden,' en 

C 'of de kerkeraden hulpbehoevende Christelijke Seholen ge
noegzaam steun verleenen.' Gronden: 

a) Deze twee zaken, zoo verschillend van aard; knnnen 
niet aaneengeschakeld verbonden worden, wijl de ar
men behooren tot de Kerk als instituut, maar niet al
dus de Christelijke Scholen; 

b) Het sticht verwarring in gemeenten in wier midden 
geen Christelijke School is, beide zaken in een adem 
te vragen; 

c) Beide zaken zijn Iilng niet altijd met hetzelfde 'ja' te 
beantwoorden; 

d) De roeping der Kerk is een andere, tegenover de ar
men dan tegenover de Christelijke SchooI." 

The advice of yonr Committee is that Synod decide as 
follows: 

(1) To split the question 'into' two separate qnestions. 
Reasons: 

a) The question is a double OIl,e, and really requires two 
answers; 

b) In this manner more justice will be done to both 
caUses concerned: 

Adopted. 

(2) To approve of the formulation of the first question 
as given by Classis Illinois, but not to approve of the formu
lation of the second question, since the words "hulpbehoe
vende" and "genoegzaam" are too indefinite. Your Co"m
mittee advises Synod to formulate the second question 
thus: "Does the Consistory support the cause of the 
Christian Schools?" 

Adopted. 

C. Overture of the Consistory of Second Englewood 
(Agenda, Part II, p. xxv): "The Consistory of Second 
Englewood, Chicago, III., calls the attention of Classis to 
the following clause in the decisions of Synod of 1928 con
cerning industrial organizations: 'En indien de organisa-
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, tie, ondanks dit protesteeren, volhardt in het plegen van het 
kwaad, dan wordt het des Christens ,plicht zijn lidmaat
schap in zulk eene vereeniging op te zeggen' (II, 3, p. 92)_ 

"The Consistory proposes to the Classis that it request 
Synod to omit this clause for the following reasons: 

(l)Jt is nol true that a member is obliged to leave an 
organization because his protest is not acted upon; 

(2) There may be very weighty reasons for remaining in 
the organization, such as to work for the improve
ment of the union; 

(3) The report as amended by, the Synod of 1928 seems 
to contradict itself (see II, 3, and III, 3) ; 

(4) There are cases in which it is impossible for consis
tories to carry out the above decision." 

The decision of Synod of 1928, to which this overture' 
refers, is as follows: 

"II. De vragen: Van welken aard is de solidariteit van de' 
Unions en gelijksoortige groepen? Is elk lid van zulk een 
vergadering verantwoordelijk voor de besluiten en hande
lingen van zulk een organisatie of niet?, worden als voigt 
beantwoord: 

(1) Dat een Christen, die lid is van een maatschappelijke, 
organisatie, van welken aard ook, van Godswege ge
houdenis getrouw zijn invloed als Christen te doen 
gelden en voor recht en billijkheid te strijden; 

(2) Dat hij door instemmen of ook door ledig toezien" 
ten volle persoonlijk verantwoordelijk wordt voor
het z6ndige in ue besluiten en praktijken der vereeni
ging waartoe hij behoort; 

(3) Dat hij, om persoonlijk vrij te zijn van schuld, eerst 
met allen ernst heeft te protesteeren tegen zulke han
delingen die de perken des rechts te buiten gaan, en ' 
naar vermogen moet trachten het kwaad te stuiten; 
en indien de organisatie, ondanks dit protesteeren" 
volhardt in het plegen van het kwaad, dan wordt het 
des Christens plicht zijn lidmaatschap in zulk een 

'vereeniging op te zeggen (cf. Agendum, 1926, pp. 
118,122). 

"III. Op de vragen : Welke is de roeping der Kerk met 
betrekking tot d!'ze zij de van het leven, en, meer in het bij - , 
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zonder: Hoe heeft de Kerk te handelen ten opzichte Nan le- ~ 
den die zich geplaatst zien voor de problemen die opkomen 
nit den strijd van het maatschappelijk leven, en zich hebben 
aangesloten bij een of andere organisatie? luidt het ant
woord der Synode: 

(1) Dat de Kerk van Christusgeroepen is <,Ioor haar sleu
telmacht zichzelve zuiver te houden van dezulken, 
die zich hebben aangesloten bij vereenigingen die in 
haar wezen in strijd zijn met Gods Woord. Zulke 
vereenigingen zijn niet aileen de geheime genoot
schappen, maar ook die organisaties OJ? maatschap
pelijk gebied, die hetzij in hare statu ten, hare offici
~eele propaganda, of in hare doorloopende praktijken, 
zich openbaren als anti-christelijk; 

~ (2) Dat de Kerk tegenover hen die zich ~aangesloten heb
ben bij organis,!ties die niet in haar wezen in strijd 
zijn met Gods Woord, maar in welke toch veel ge
vonden wordt, dat afkeurenswaardig is en in strijd 
met onze christelijke beginselen (zooals vele werk
gevers- en werklieden-vereenigingen) steeds onder-

~ wijzend en vermanend heeft op te treden. De Kerk, 
die altijd de roeping heeft om het licht van Gods 
Woord te laten vallen op elk levensgebied, hare leden 
te waarschuwen tegen het kwade, de rechte beginse
len aan te wijzen, en tot handhaving daarvan aan te 
sporen, verzuime die taak niet voor het terrein van 
den arbeid, en dringe er bij hare leden op aan, dat 
zij hunne kracht vooral zoeken in Christelijke orga
nisaties; 

(3) Dat van kerkelijke tucht over leden, die tevens leden 
zijn van organisaties, die niet in haar wezen in strijd 
zijn met Gods Woord, maar in welke toch veel gevon-

. den wordt, dat afkeurenswaardig is en in strijd met 
onze Christelijke beginselen, dan aileen sprake kan 
zijn, wanneer blijkt dat zij medeplichtig zijn en 
mede schuldig staan aan handelingen die in strijd 
zijn met het gebod Gods. Met andere woorden, wan
neer het doel van een vereeniging op zicbzelf weltig 
is en de organisatie in haar reglement niet iets van 
hare leden eischt, dat in strijd is met het recht, kan 
de Kerk niet tegen iemand, bloot vanwege lidmaat
schap in zulk een organisatie, met de tncht optreden, 
al is het dat in zulk een organisatie, beide wat begin-. . 
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selen praktijk aangaat, vele gebreken zijn aan teo 
wijzen. Hier geldt dus oak de regel, dat skchts het 
·persoonlijk schuldig staan aan censurabele zonde· 
iemand tot.voorwerp maakt van kerkelijke tuch!: 
(cf. Agendum,1926, prJ. 122, 123). Aangenomen:' 

Received as ·information. 

Your Committee advises Synod not to accede to the re
. quest of the 'Consistory of Second Englewood, but to decide 
to maintain the reading adopted in 1928. Grounds: 

a) The first obj ection of this overture is a mere unproven 
statement which Synod cannot accept in view of the' 
reading of the entire paragraph II, 3; 

. b) Article II, 3, which the overture wishes eliminated,. 
states clearly that it is aimed just at such cases as· 
make impossible' the "working for improvenlent''' 

'mentioned in the second objection; . 
c) Article II, 3, and III, 3, do not contradict each other. 

Article II, 3, affirms correctly what is the duty of the 
Christian, while Article III, 3, shows what the atti
tude of the Consistory should be, viz., that it may, if 
occasion demand, urge the duty of leaving an organi
zation as described in II, 3, but shall not proceed to
discipline such a member unless the organization is in 
principle anti-christian, or the overt act of the church
member constitUSe a censurable sin. 

Adopted. 

D. Overture of Ciassis Pella in re "kwaadwillige verla
ting" (Agenda, Part II, p. xxv) : "De Synode spreke zich dui
delijk uit over de vraag of kwaadwillige verlating al of niet 
een Schriftuurlijke grond voor echtscheiding is. Gronden:.' 

(1) Er is in dezen veel onzekerheid in onze Kerken. En 
nu hlijkt uit het Synodaal Agendum voor 1930, Part 1,:
p. 76, dat de Comm. in re 'Divorce' de zaak van 
kwaadwillige verJating heeft uitgeschakeJd; 

(2) VQoraanstaande .Gereformeerde TheoJogen (zie Rut
gers, 'KerkeJijke Adviezen,' 'II, 233, e. a. pJaatsen) en 
vele Gereformeerde Kcrken erkennen kwaadwillige 
verlating als een Schriftuurlijke grand voor echte 
scheiding; 
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(3) Onze Synoden zijn in' dezen nog nimmer tot een 
klare, welgegronde uitspraak gekomen; 

(4) De praktijk eischt dat we in dezen een beslist, stand
punt innemen, dat rust op duidelijke Bijbelsche 
gronden; 

(5) Classis Pella heeft behoefte aan zulk een uitspraak, 
dewijl zij een concreet geval heeft belreffende kwaad
willige verlating." 

(1) It is in connection with this overture that we beg to 
inform Synod that according to a Supplementary Report of 
the Advisory Committee on Divorce, the churches of South 
Africa favor the position that there is only one ground for 
divorce. This is also the position taken by Prof. Dr. Rid
derbos in, the Minority Report which will be submitted to 
the Synod .of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands. 

Received as information. 

(2) Your Committee advises Synod not to accede to the 
request of Classis Pella inasmuch as our Church has taken a definite stand (see decision of 1906) and this abides, ac
cording to Article 31, Church Order, until it be proven con
trary to God's \V ord. 

Adopted. 

III. Petitions. 
A. Verzoekschrift van Rev, K. W. Fortuin (Agenda, 

Part II, p, xxvi). 
Whereas the content of this "Verzoekschrift" constitntes 

a protest against the decision of the Synod of 1928, and 
fnrther contail1s a proposal,' neither of which (protest or 
proposal) were bronght to the attention of Synod through 
the prescrihed channels of Consistory and Classis, although 
he had ample opportunity to do so, your Committee advises 
Synod to take no action on said "Verzoekschrift." 

Adopted. ' 

B. Petition of August Kroon (Agenda, Part II, page 
xxviii): "The undersigned petitions Synod to consider the 
advisability of nrging the Consistories of vacant congrega-
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tions to refrain from calling ministers of other than the 
Christian Reformed Churches. Grounds: 

(1) 

(2) 

We have a precedent in part for such advice in Acts 
of Synod of 1898, p. 34, which reads: 'Het heroepen 
van Predikanten uit het buitenland wordt geacht 
minder noodig te zijn en daarom wordt vacante ge
meenten in ernstige overweging gegeven of zij zich 
daarvan niet dienen te onthouden, met het oog op de 
Theologische School.' 

(Although the foregoing decision refers to 'Predi
,kanten uit het buitenland,' uevertheless the same 

. grounds on which Synod rests its instructions in the 
above decision should also hold in the cases of 'min
isters of other denominations.') 
Our own Seminary graduates a sufficient number of 
students to supply our denominational needs; 

(3) vVe thereby conserve our own denominational prin
'ciples and loyalty in that all our ministers have been 
trained in our Theological School; 

(4) vVe already demand that students who have not had 
training at our School, shall at least take the last year 
of training at our Seminary before being declared 
eligible for a call in our Church. (See Acts of Synod 
of 1922, Art. 11, par. 3, and Acts of Synod of 1924, 
Art. 41, E and F, p. 38). These acts read as follows: 

(Acts of Synod of 1922): 'Students that have pur
sued their studies at institutions not positively Re
formed must at least have attended the classes of the 
last year at our Theological School, before they are 
permitted to take the preparatory examination.' 

(Acts of Synod of 1924): 'Students who have pur
sued their theological studies at other institutions 
must at least have pursued the studies of the senior 
year at our Theological School, in order to be de
clared eligible for a call in our Church.' 

(5) The calling of ministers and students graduated from 
other Theological Schools does not deal fair with 
our own ministers and theological students, in that it 
minimizes and iguores the value of their training 

. given them by the Church; 
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(6) The inconsistency of establishing and supporting our 
own schools and Seminary at a great expense paid 
for by the Church, arid at the same time accepting 
'outsiders' regardless of where such individuals ob" 
tained their theological education." 

(1) Your Committee wishes to inform Synod that this 
petition is supported by Classis Gralld Rapids West, al
though the Agenda fails so to state. 

Received as information. 

(2) Your Committee advises Synod to accede to this peti
tion for' reasons given therein: 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 57.) 

ARTIKEL 55 
Elder A. Buteyn closes this session with prayer. 

NEGENDEZITTING, WOENSDAGNAMIDDAG, 18 JUNI 

ARTIKEL 56 
No. 309 of the Christian Hymnal is sung, after which 

Dr. M. J. Wyngaarden leads in prayer. 

ARTIKEL 57 
The discussion of the Report of the Committee of Pre

advice on Matters of Church Order, Emeriti, '€tc., is con
tinued: 

IV. Report of Committee on Divorce (Agenda, Part I, 
page 76). 

(1) Yonr Committee advises Synod to accept this report 
as iriformation and to thank the Committee for its splendid 
work., 

Adopted. 

(2) In regard to Resume and Advice (page 89), your 
Committee begs to inform Synod that it came to an agree
ment on points one and two and advises Synod to adopt 
these conclusions on the grounds given in the report. In 
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regard to point three, we failed to come to an agreement, 
the final vote standing five to five. It was decided to lay 
this matter before Synod as it is. 

After an extended discussion, Synod decides to refer the 
matter back to, its Committee on Divorce for further study, 
this Committee to be enlarged by he addition of two m,em
bers, Prof. L. Berkhof and Prof. H. Schultze, and to report 
to Synod of 1932. (Cf. Art. 128, 14.) 

V. Report of Committee "Inzake den Status van Die
naren aan Niet-Kerke/ijke Inrichtingen van Onderwijs" 
(Agenda, Part I, page 30). 

(1) Your Committee advises Synod to accept this re
port for information and to thank the Committee for its 
splendid work. 

So decided. 

(2) The advice of the Committee of Preadvice in regard 
. to this matter is rejected. 

A motion to adopt the ·conclusions of the Advisory Come 
mittee appointed by Synod of 1928 (see pp. 36, 37 of Agen
da 1930, Part I) is tabled. . 

On motion Synod decides to leave this matter' in status 
quo, namely, that every case be judged on its own merits 
by the Classis to which the minister belongs. 

(3) In connection with this, Synod takes up Part A, 14, 
of the Report of the Committee of Preadvice on Theolog
ical School and Calvin Coliege, in regard to tlie ministerial 
standing of the President of Calvin College (cf. Art. 23) : 

"Synod state that a minister c:;tn accept the presiilency of 
. Calvin College without losing his ministerial standing. 
Grounds: 

a) The College belongs to the Chnrch; 
b) Its headship is a position of the very greatest signifi

cance to our entire denomination; ap.d 
c) The position is one in which the incnmbent can exer

cise a far-reaching spiritual influence." 
Adopted. 
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(4) In regard to the second part of the Report "Inzake 
den Status van Dienaren aan Ni'et-KerIcelijIce Inrichtingen 
van Onderwijs," your Committee advises as follows; 

a) First, we wish to inform Synod that points 1, 2, and 
3 mid 5, b, require no action since these matters have 
been disposed of at the Synod of 1928. 

Received as information. 

b) In regard to II, 4, page 42, your Committee advises 
Synod not to express itself now in re this matter, but 
to accept the second advice of the Committee on p. 46: 
"Dat de Synode een Commissie benoeme om van deze 
zaak een grondige stu die te maken, en de volgende 
Synode te dienen met rapport en advies." Ground: 
In this report the Committee calls our attentioJ;l to the 
repeated occurrence of giving leave of absence to min
isters for further study; a matter that certainly de
mands a decision of Synod. 

Adopted. 

c) In regard to II, 5, a, p. 46, your Committee advises 
Synod to accept the advice of the Committee on p. 48: 
"Om op deze gronden dit voorstel niet aan te nemen." 

Adopted. 

d) In regard to II, 7, your Committee advises Synod to 
accept the advice of the Committee on p. 49: "Om 
ook op dit voorstel niet in te gaan omdat gronden 
voor hetgeen het uitgesproken wil hebben, in de Ker
kenorde reeds overvloedig aangewezen zijn." 

Adopted. '(Continued in Art. 83.) 

ARTIKEL 58 
Elder J. Hofstra, Sr.; closes this session with prayer. 

TIENDE ZITTING, DONDERDAGMORGEN, 19 JUNI 

ARTIKEL 59 
Nadal gezongen is Psalter No. 281, opent Ds. H. Blystra 

deze zi tting IIiet gebed. 
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ARTIKEL 60 
Bij het appel blijkt dat aile afgevaardigden tegenwoordig 

zijn. 

ARTIKEL 61 
Synod now takes in hand the second part of the Report of 

the Committee of Preadvice on the Introduction otHymns, 
etc., relative to the Revision of the Psalter: 

II. Revision ot the Psalter .. 
A. This Committee informs Synod that five overtures 

asking for a Revision of the Psalter are legally upon the 
Synodical fable. These overtures are by 

Classis of Grand Rapids East (Agenda, Part II, p. xxxi); 
Classis of Sioux Center (Agenda, Part II, p. xxxi) ; 
Classis of Holland (Agenda, Part II, p. xxxii); 
Classis of Orange City (Agenda, Part II, p. xxxii) ; 
Classis of Pella (Agenda, Part- II, p. xxxii) ; 

and are as follows: 
"Synod decide to appoint a Committee to make a thoro 

study of our English Psalter with a view to advising the 
following Synod (1932) as to which of the 413 selections 
can be best eliminated, as being unsatisfactory, especially 
as regards the tunes, and to recommend as substitutes for 
some of these, new metrical versions of not fewer than 
twenty-five and not more than fifty Psalms which can be _ 
sung to the best tunes of our Dutch Psalter, these chorales 
also to be selected by the Committee. If necessary, this 
Committee shall be anthorized to make the expense re
quired for the procuriug of these new metrical versions. 
Grounds: 

(1) Our present Psalter contains too many of the short, 
four-line stanzas. Not a few of the tunes, especially 
for these selections, are too dry to be used with 
sa tisfaction; 

(2) Even if the corresponding Dutch chorale of such an 
unsatisfactory selection in our English Psalter would 
not be worth using, said number from our English 
Psalter could very well be omitted, since there are 
more than enough numbers (413) in this Psalter. 
Moreover, a new metrical version could be prepared 
to fit a satisfactory tune (chorale or otherwise) from 
another Psalter or Hymnal; 
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(3) Many of the Dutch Psalm tunes are beautiful chor
ales which our people have learned to love and would 
be glad to sing in our American-speaking churches. 
In view of this and also of the revival of interest in 
this type of music, it would be very regrettable if we 
made no effprt to preserve our musical heritage." 

(Classis Grand Rapids Eas!.) 

"De Classis hecht hare adhaesie aan het voor.tel van Clas
sis Grand Rapids Oost in betrekking tot het herzien onzer 
'English Psalter'." (Classis Sioux Center.) 

"Classis overtures Synod to 'undertake the revision of our 
American Psalter, the revision to retain only those num
bers of our present Psalter which experience has proved fit 
for public worship, substituting for the other a number of 
the best chorales from our Dutch Psalter. Grounds: 

(1) Qur. present American Psalter contains too· many 
numbers which are musically unattractive and unfit 
for public worship; 

(2) Out Dutch Psalter contains some wonderfnl tunes 
which we should preserve as a precious part of the 
heritage of our Jathers." (Classis Holland.) 

"Synod provide ways and means to effect a revision of 
our English Psalter, especially with a view to the follow
ing two matters: 

A. The numbering of the songs in such a way that the 
number of the Psalm (as found in Scripture) receives the 
emphasis instead of the number of the tunes, as is at pres
ent the case in our Psalter. By the present ,!rrangement the 
number of the Psalm tends to become practically· lost as 
far as the consci!,usness of the congregation is concerned, 
and numbers are substituted which do not at all coincide 
with the numbers of the Psalms themselves; 

B, The incorporation into our English Psalter of those 
'Chorales' from our Dutch Psalter which are judged to be 
the most appealing and suitable." 

(Classis Orange City.) 

HDe Synode neme maatregelell om aDZe "Psalter" tc ver
beteren door het min geschikte in melodieen en berij mingen 
te verwijderen, en nieuwe melodieen op. te nemen, met. 
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name de schoone koraal muziek onzer oude Psalmen en 
daarbij nieuwe berijmingen te zoeken.· 

Zulk een verbetering onzer Psalter is noodig om het zin· 
gen onzer Psalter ,aantrekkelijkeren gemakkelijker te ma
ken,en het oorspronkelijke in meer dichterlijken vorm Ie 
vertolken. Bovendien wordt dergelijke herziening bijzon
der ,vereischt,-waar de Hymns lneer en lneer ingang vinden, 
en het gevaar dreigt, dat bij den tegenwoordigen stand van 
zaken· ons Psalmgezang ten staarte zal worden." 

(Cassis Pella.) 

B. Your Committee having considered the overtures of 
the Classes of Grand Rapids East; Sioux Center, Holland, 
and Pella, and Part B of the overture of the Classis of 
Orange City, advises Synod to appoint a Committee to make 
a thorough study of our Euglish Psalter with a view to ad
vising the following Synod (1932) as to which of the 413 se
lections cau best be eliminated as being unsatisfactory, espe
cially as regards the tuues, and to recommend as substi
tutes for some of these, new metrical versions of not fewer 
thau twenty-five and not more than fifty Psalms which can 

. be snng to the best tunes of our Dutch Psalter, these chor
ales also to be selected by the Committee. If uecessary, this 
_Committee shall be authorized to make the expense required 
for the procuring of these new metrical versions, provided 
that the expeuses shall not exceed the sum of $1,500. 

Grounds: . 
(1) Our preseut Psalter contains too mauy of the· short, 

four-liue stanzas. Not a few of the tunes, especially 
for these selections, are too dry to be used with sat
isfaction; 

(2) Even if the corresponding Dutch chorale of such an 
unsatisfactory selection in our English Psalter would 

. not be worth using, said number from our English 
Psalter could very well be omitted, since there are 
more than enough numbers (413) in this Psalter. 
Moreover, a new metrical version could be prepared 
to fit a satisfactory tune (chorale or otherwise) from 
another Psalter or Hymnal; 

(3) Many of the Dutch Psalm tunes are beautiful chor
ales which our people have learned to love and would 
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be glad to sing in our English-speaking churches." In 
view of this, and also of the revival of interest in 
this type of music, it wonld be very regrettable if we 
made no effort to preserve our musical heritage. 

Adopted. 

C. Your Committee advises Synod to refer Part A of 
the overture of Classis Orange City to ,the Committee ap
pointed under B. 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 90.) 

ARTIKEL 62 
The Report of the Committee of Preadvice in re Prote'sts 

and Appeals is read by the reporter, Dr. G. Goris: 
"ESTEEMED BRETHREN:-

The Committee of Preadvice in re Protests and Appeals 
has the honor to report the following: 

I. An Appeal of Elder L. M. Breen of the Madison Ave. 
Chr. Ref. Church of Paterson, N. J., from the action of 
Classis Hackensack to the Synod of 1930. 

A. There are legally before Synod the following docu
ments bearing on the case: 

(1) An Appeal to Synod by Mr. L. M. Breen containing: 
a) Grievances against the Consistory; 
b) Reply of the Consistory; 
c) An Appeal to Classis; 
d) Reply of Classis; 
e) Appeal from decision of Classis. 

(2) A Report to Classis in re Consistory of Madison Ave. 
and Mr. Breen by Committee of Classis Hackensack. 

(3) Addenda to Appeal.to the Synod by Mr. L. M. Breen. 
(4) A Reply of the Committee of Classis to the Addenda 

to the Appeal of Mr. L. M. Breen to Synod. 
Received as information. 

B. History of the Case. 
In the year 1924 Mr. L. M. Breen promised to give $600 

toward the remodeling of the Madison Ave. Church. "Then 
(quoting his own words), "I was asked to prepare a sket-ch 
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for the said remodeling, and did so. Elder H. V. O. also 
prepared a sketch. I told the huilding committee that if I 
prepared the plans, specifications, and superintended the re
modeling it would cost them $400. Elder H. V. O. was in
structed to prepare plans for the said remodeling. "When 
the committee was soliciting suhscriptions hefore huilding 
operations were hegun, I asked the pastor if I could change 
my suhscription from $600 to $200. The pastor advised me 
to see the suhscription committee." 

This Mr. Breen did. The committee referred the matter 
to the Consistory, where it was discussed at length. Finally 
the President of the Consistory advised the Consistory to 
instruct the committee to report to Mr. Breen, "VVe leave it 
with you and your conscience and your God." No formal 
action was taken in this matter and no record made in the 
minutes. Two memhers of the committee reported this 
informal action of the Consistory to Mr. Breen, whereupon 
he, on March 3, 1925, paid the $200. The $400 was carried 
-on the snbscription list as still heing due. 

January 1, 1927, Mr. Breen was elected Elder. Soonaf
ter he assumed his office of Elder, there developed at the 
Consistory meetings some discussion as to the authority of 
deacons. On July 9th it was necessary to discipline some 
members. After discnssing the matter, a deacon made a 
motion and another supported it, to ask the individuals to 
appear at the next Consistory meeting. Mr. Breen then 
asked the Consistory, "Should not this be done by the El
del's?" One deacon, a Mr. P. De Mol, was offended hy this 
question, and refused to take part in the remainder of the 
discussion. 

After the close of the meeting Mr. L. M. Breen approached 
Mr., P. De Mol on this matter, telling him that he regretted 
his (deacon De Mol's) attitude and actions in the matter. 
Deacon De Mol then said, "If you were any kind of a man 
you would pay the church the $400 you owe it." Mr. Breen 
emphatically denied he owed the $400, and demanded that 
he retract the statement and apologize. This Mr. De Mol re-
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fused to do. Mr. Breen theu, on July 19th, 1928, brought to 
the Consistory the following charges: . 

(1) "His (Mr. De Mol's) refusal to take part in Consis
tory because of Elder Breen's contention that a Dea
cou cannot, according to the Church Order, take a 
leading part in matters of Church discipline and gov
ernment except in the province of the poor; 

(2) "That at the close of the said meeting in the presence 
of Consistory members, Deacon De Mol accused El
der Breen with conduct unbecoming a Christian, 
with the words, 'If you were any kind of a man you 
would pay the church the $400 you owe it'; 

(3) Deacon De Mol does not honor the position of Elder 
Breen as an Elder, by refusing to he advised and 
speaks disrespectfully of him." 

After some discussion, Consistory disposed of this matter 
with the following resolution (see Minu.tes of JUly 19,1928), ' 
"Inasmllch as the campaign for raising subscriptions to 
Building Fund has been closed, we consider this matter 
final." 

This, however, did not. satisfy Mr. Breen. . A cOltllnittee 
was then appointed to seek to dispose of the matter, hut 
while meeting with him, Mr. Breen stated that he feared 
the committee could not settle the matter. The matter was 
then again brought to the Consistory by the committee. 

There were three. matters to which Mr. Breen called 
. attention: 

(1) The matter of the authority of deacons. In regard to 
this matter the Consistory decided "'to go on record 
as being in perfect accord with Art. 30 of our Confes
sion of Faith." 

(2) Unchristian and untruthful remarks of Mr. De Mol. 
Answering this, the Consistory decided, "that inas
much as there is a difference of opinion as to the 
matter whether Mr. Breen owes the sum of $400 or 
not, we give Mr. Breen the benefit of the doubt and 
thereby release him from paying the amount, as 
there is no record on the minutes of the Consistory." 
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(3) The charge that deacon De Mol does not "honor Mr. 
Breen's position as an elder and speaks disr!Ospect
fully of him," in regard to which the Consistory de
cided to accept Mr. De Mol's statement that he "rec
ognized Mr. Breen as an elder and that he regretted 
speaking to Mr. Breen in the manner in which he 
did on the u.ight in qnestion" (see Minutes of Aug. 13, 
1928) . 

This did not satisfy Mr. Breen, since it was the contents 
and not the manner of Mr. De Mol's speech to which he', 
ohjected. He gave notice that he would appeal to Classis. 
This he did Oct. 16, 1928 (see Exhibit 1). The appeal was 
based on the same three matters mentioned above: (1), The 
action of the Consistory in permitting deacons to take a 
leading part in the meetings; (2) The failure to keep a 
record of an important financial obligation of $400; (3) The 
failure of the Consistory to rebuke Mr. De Mol for the con
tents of his words as well as the manner in which he uttered 
them. 

In regard to point 1, Classis decided not to sustain Mr. 
Breen. Grounds: 

"a) There is no conflict between Elder Breen and the 
Consistory of Madison Ave. witl;t respect to the ques
tion whether deacons take a leading part in the dis
cussion of matters of discipline and church govern
ment." 

"b) In as far as Mr. Breen contended on the floor of Clas
sis that deacons do not form part of the Consistory, 
hence Classis sustains the Consistory of Madison Ave. 
because it is in complete harmony with our Confes
sion (Art. 30) and the prevailing custom in the Chris
tian Reformed churches." . 

In regard to point 2, Classis decided not to snstain Mr. 
Breen, since the minutes of the Consistory do show that a 
faithful record has heen kept, as well as the original sub
scription list on which the brother signed his name for the 
$600 toward the remodeling of the church, although he only 
paid $200 toward his obligation. 

In regard to not honoring Mr. Breen as an Elder (point 3), 
Classis dec,ided not to sustain Mr. Breen "inasmuch as there 
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is no ground for his protest; since (1) Classis does not see 
the need of adding the word 'honor' to 'recognize'; (2) dea
.con De Mol has not stated that he did not honor Mr. Breen; 
(3) the Consistory of Madison Ave. has required of Mr. De 

Mol to state his regrets for the manner in which he spoke 
to Mr. Breen .. H 

Mr. Breen then made known his intention to appeal to 
Synod. A copy of this appeal was received by the Classis 
Oct. 14, 1929. Classis then decided,to put forth another ef
fort to bring about a reconciliation between Mr. Breen and 
the Consistory of Madison Ave., and appointed a committee 
charged with the task of seeking to bring these parties to a 
'''mutual and satisfactory understanding." 'This committee 
assumed that there was a sincere desire on the part of both 
parties to have the existing difficulties removed, and there
fore drew up a basis of agreement which was to be pre
-sen ted to both parties, separately. Becauseof the additional 
iuformation and the purpose of the committee,. the basis of, 
'agreement differs somewhat from the action of the Classis. 
(See report to Classis Hackensack in re Consistory of Madi

,;on 'Ave.) 
This basis of agreement was submitted first to the Con

'sistory of Madison Ave. Dec. 12, 1929, and after much dis
'cussion was finally, because of a sincere desire for reconcili
ation, accepted as a whole. 

On Dec. 13, 1929, the Committee met with Mr. Breen and 
,;ubmitted this same basis of agreement to him. After much 
,explanation and discussion Mr. Breen finally accepted the 
first two points. But as soon as the matter of Mr. Breen's 
obligation to pay the $400 was mentioned his attitude 
changed completely and it soon appeared that as far as Mr. 
Breen was concerned no reconciliation was possible. .The 
Committee then left. Upon leaving, Mr. Breen asked one of 
the members if he could have a copy of this basis of agree
ment. He promised to send him a copy. But the Commit
tee after discussing the matter, decided that it would not be 
fair to the Consistory of Madsion Ave., which had not been 
given a copy, and so notified Mr. Breen, adding that the 
Committee was willing to meet with Mr. Breen again if he 
so desired, to further elucidate any points concerning which 
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he was still uncertain. In answer to this notification, the 
Committee received the following statement: "The floor of 
the Synod of 1930 seems to be the only place where our 
problem can be properly adjudicated." 

Addenda to the Appeal of the Synod were received by 
Classis, March 1930, from Mr. Breen, in which he pro
tested against the action of the Committee. Classis 
placed this matter into the hands of tbe Committee to 
draw up a-reply to these Addenda, and forward the same 
to Synod. 

Received as information. 

The' "Basis of Agreement," referred to above, which was 
drawn up by the Committee of Classis Hackensack, and 
submitted to the Consistory of Madison Ave. and Mr. Breen, 
reads as follows: 

"The Committee, in its deliberations, has assumed that 
there is a sincere desire on the part of both parties to come 
to a mutual understanding, and to have the existing difficul
ties removed, according to the will of our Lord, in the spirit 
of real Christian love, so that God's name may be glorified 
and brotherly love may continue. 

"In order to obtain these results, the Committee has care
fully and prayerfully considered both sides of the existing 

, difficulties, and; depending upon the sincere desire of the 
Consistory and Mr. Breen to come 10 an understanding, the 
Committee is confident that the difficulties can easily be 
removed. . 

"Reviewing the case as it has come to the attention,of the 
Classis, the Committee comes to the 'conclusion that there 
are three main difficulties, which in Mr: Breen's appeal take 
the form of grieveances. The first is found in Mr. Breen's 
appeal, pages 4-6, 11, 18, and 19, in re "Deacon Question." 

"A. At the present stage of the contcoversy there seems 
to be no essential difference between Mr. Breen and his Con
sistory. Both sides believe that 'Deacons should not take 
the leading part in matters of church discipline, or outvote 
Elders in spiritual mattersc' When this question arose, the 
Consistory- emphasized the prevailing custom in our 
churches and Art. 30 of our Confession, while Mr. Breen 
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emphasized equally strongly our Church Order and the 
Form of Ordination. Hence the difficulty. 

"The Committee suggests that iuasmuch as the Consistory 
also believes that deacons should not take a leading part in 
matters of church discipline, it (the Consistory) express this 
in the presence of Mr. Breen. 

[Note: Leading part in this recommendation means 
that in all matters of discipline, deacons are not excluded' 
from voting~as long as no definite ac.tion has been taken 
either by the Consistory or the congregation to divide the' 
Consistory into two separate bodies of elders and deacons. J 

"B. In re 'The Omission in the Minutes of the Consis
tory of the $400 and the action of the Consistory with re
spect to it." 

"It appears that Mr. Breen is inclined to believe that this 
action was omitted from the Minutes because of 'a charit
able motive to concel my request and to protect my name.' 
(Appeal, p. 16). The Consistory claims that no formal ac
tion was taken, and therefore nothing could appear in the 
Minutes. The Committee concludes that the Consistory 
made a technical error. The request to cancel the $400 
came to the Consistory in the proper way, through the pas
tor and through the committee. The Consistory should 
have taken definite action. And in case definite action was 
taken, this action should have been recorded in the Min
utes. The Consistory should have acted upon the request· 
and recorded its action. 

"C. In re 'Remarks of Mr. De Mol.' 
"The whole question of the payment or cancellation of 

the $400 was inf<.>rmally dispOsed of by the Consistory when 
it left the matter 'to Mr. Breen and his conscience and his 
God.' If any exception or objection was to be made with 
respect to this advice, it should have been made at that time. 
While it was Mr. De Mol's privilege to have his private 
'Opinion on the matter, he should not have made the state, 
ment which he did make.. Mr. De Mol, and in fact every 
one, has the right to hold one's private opinion, but we have 
no right to say what we think at all times. Mr, De Mol had 
the privilege to protest against any advice or action of the 
Consistory, and should have done so at the proper time. 
Since he did not do this, his remarks at a later date were 
out of place. 
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"On the o.ther hand, the Committee cannot escape the 
conclusion that a great deal of the controversy is due to the 
fact that Mr. Breen reduced his pledge from $600 to $200. 
A pledge once made in good faith ought to be kept. No 
.Consistory can excuse a person from a moral obligation, 
once made to the Lord and His cause. Mr. Breen ought to 
realize that he placed the Consistory in a difficult POSitiOD, 
when 'he asked the Consistory to reduce his pledge, once 
made in good faith." . 

Received as information. 

C. Advice to Synod: 
Your Committee would advise Synod not to sustain Mr .. 

Breen in his appeal to the SYDod, but to advise Mr. Breen 
'to submit to the "Basis of Agreement" as drawn up by the 
Classis of Hackensack with but the change of a single clau~e 
in Part "C." Instead of reading: "No Consistory can excuse' 
a person," it should read: "A Consistory cannot ordinarily." 
Grounds for this advice: 

(1) To the first part of the Basis of Agreement which 
called for an explicit expression by the Consistory in 
the presence of Mr. Breen that deacons should not 
take a leading part in matters of church discipline,' 
Mr. Breen has already agreed; 

(2) To the second part, namely, that the Consistory made 
a technical error in not taking definite action in a 
matter that came to the Consistory in a proper way. 
and that the Consistory should have acted upon the 
request and have recorded its action, Mr. Breen has 
alse agreed; , 

(3) In regard to the third point to which Mr. Breen did 
. not agree, namely, the matter of the statement of Mr. 
De Mol, the Classis meets Mr. Breen in his protest by 
stating, through its Committee, that Mr. De Mol, if 
he had any objection to t!le way ip. which the matter 
of the $400 was disposed of, should have stated this 
objection at that time, and added that, though a man 
has a right to his private opinions, he has no right to 
say what he thinks at all times, and since Mr. De Mol 
did not protest the action of the Consistory at the 
proper time, his remark at a later date was out of 

. place; 
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, (4) The only point on which the Committee insisted was 
the conclusion, that "A great deal of the controversy 
was due to the fact that Mr. Breen reduced his pledge 
from $600 to $200, and that a pledge once made in 
good faith ought to he kept." The Classis did not 
state that as far as the Consistory was concerned the 
amount of $400 was still due. It simply fell back on 
the original answer given Mr. Breen "that it be left 
to his conscience and his God"; 

(5) Madison Ave.'s Consistory showed its willingness to 
become reconciled in every way, as is evident from 
the fact that they acceded to all the points in the 
Basis of Agreement submitted by the Committee of 
Classis. One could therefore· the more reasonably 
expect that Mr. Bree.n would be willing to accept the· 
last point, the only one requiring any concession on 
his part. 

On motion it is decided to give Mr. Breen the privilege of 
the floor during the discussion of his case. 

After a lengthy discussion, the advice of the Committee 
is adopted. (Continued in Art. 67.) 

ARTIKEL 63 
The Committee for the funeral 'arrangements of Rev. 

A. J. Brink announces the following: 
Burial will take place at Lynden, Wash., the home of Rev. 

and Mrs. A. J. Brink. A funeral. service will be held in the 
Bates Street Christian Reformed church of Grand Kapids 
on Friday afternoon at 2 o'clock. The Synodical delegates 
will meet in the basement of this church, and attend the 
services in a body. Mrs. Brink leaves the choice of the 
speakers for this occasion to Synod. 

On motion it is decided that Rev. \V. P. Van Wyk, as 
President of Synod, and Rev. A. Guikema, as one of the 
delegates of Classis Pacific, shall be the speakers, the former 
in the English, the latter in the Holland language. 

It is further decided to appoint the officers of Synod a 
Committee to express to Mrs. A. J. Brink the sympathy of 
Synod. (CL Art. 75.) 

ARTIKEL 64 
This session is closed with prayer by Elder W. Bareman.' 
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ELFDE ZITTING, DONDERDAGNAMIDDAG, 19 JUNI 

ARTIKEL 65 
Psalter No. 237 is sung, and. Rev. N. Jabsen leads in 

prayer. 

ARTIKEL 66 
The Revs. J. L. Heeres and L. Veltkamp are absent for the 

afternoon. TheIr alternates are present, the Revs. E. B. 
Pekelder and J. O. Bouwsma, and at the request of the 
President express their agreement with the "Public Dec
laration," 

ARTIKEL 67 
Continuation of the Report on Protests and Appeals: 
II. Protest of Rev. J. S. Dykstra against the decision of 

the Synod of 1928. 
A. The protest is legally before Synod. 
Received as information. 

B. Your Committee wishes to imorm Synod that Rev. 
DYKstra protests only against the third point of the decision 
of the Synod of 1928 in regard to his case, which reads: 
"Verklaart, dat zoo hij in. 1930 nog niet in kerkelijken 
dienst is, daarmede zijn radikaal als predikant vervalt." 
Also that he basis his protest on the contention that he 
should be treated as a· minister who has been declared 
Emeritus. He gives three reasons for this coutention. 

In regard to the first reasou, your Committee feels fhat 
this cannot be maintained, since the ground for emeritation 
according to Art. 13 is inability to perform the duties of the 
office ou account of age or sickness. 
. In regard to the second reason, it is the contention of your 
Committee that, though Rev. Dykstra has put forth efforts 
to secure a place of labor in the ministry according to the 
injunction of the Synod of 1928, he cannot contend that, 
since he failed to receive a call after having come to be with
out a charge due to circumstances, that his situation though 
analogous is identical with the case of a man who, due to 
physical disability or age, is no longer able to continue his 
work. 
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In answer to the third reason, yonr Committee wonld 
state that the Synod of 1928 was not penalizing Re". Dyk
stra for snpporting himself instead of asking for subsidy, 
but was merely acting according to Art. 13 of the Church 
Order, which makes no provision for the retaining of the 
statns of a minister in me circnmstances in which Rev. Dyk
stra finds himself, namely, not actively engaged in the work, 
nor declared an Emeritns. 

Received as information. 

C. Yonr Committee advises Synod to abide by the action 
of the Synod of 1928 in regard io the first two points of its 
decision, and to change point three so as to extend the 
time given Rev. Dykstra" to secure a place of labor from 
1930 to 1932. Reasons: . 

(1) Rev. Dykstra has been pntting forth efforts to secure 
a call during the last two years, which efforts may 
bear fruit within the next two years; 

(2) Rev. Dykstra declares it is his desire to remain in the 
ministry; 

(3) The Reformed Churches have always proceeded 
slowly with the matter of depriving an individual of 
bis status as a minister. 

Adopted. 

III. Reguest of Consistory of Hospers, Iowa, in re a 
Divorce case. 

A. Brief history of the case.' 
The Consistory of Hospers applied at the Classis of 

Orange City for advice in the matter of a divorce case in 
which one of the members of the Church at Hospers is in
volved. Classis Orange City referred this matter to the 
Synod. On May 13, 1930, the Consistory notified our Stated 
Clerk of Synod, "heel deze echtscheidingszaak terug te trek
ken, daar de vraag eigenlijk is: mag die vrouw.echtschei
ding aanvragen op beschuldiging van haarman, dat zij zou 
overspel bedreven hebben, wat zij beslist ontkent en door 
hem nog niet is bewezen. De meerderheid des Kerkeraads 
dacht dat dit geen grond was voor echtscheiding volgens 
Synodaal besluit, en had in dezen geen advies meer noodig." 

Received as information. 
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B. These documents have come before the Synod in the 
proper way, and we advise Synod to receive them as infor
mation. 

Received 'as information. 

C; Your Committee has also received a communication 
from the Rev. A. B. Voss, pastor of the Church at Hospers, 
which we have taken into consideration. 

Received as information. 

D. Your Committee advises as follows: In view of that 
part of Art. 30 of our Church Order which reads, "In major 
assemblies ,only such matters shall be dealt with as could 
not be finished in miuor assemblies," the Committee advises 
Synod not to enter upon this matter. 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 73.) 

ARTIKEL 68 
Continuation of the Report on'Publication Matters: 

"ESTEEMED BRETHREN:· 

The following' documents remain to be treated by your 
Committee: 

A. The rep"rt 'of the Committee on Education (Agen
da, p. lvii f.f. (Report No. XXIV); 

B. Overtures from Classes Grand Rapids East, Sioux 
Center, and Wisconsin concerning the "abolition of the 
International Sunday Sclwol Dessons a'ndthe introduction 
of a new system of our own" (Agenda, pp. xix-xxiii); 

C. The overture from Classes Pella (Agenda, p. xviii) 
concerning "de noodzakelijkheidom onze jeugd meer on
derwijs te geven in de Kerkgeschz'edenis"; 

D. The overture from Classis Sioux ,Center concerning 
"het opstelleu vau cen stel V raagboekjes" ,(Agenda, p. 
xviii) ; 

E. Report of the Committee to Investigate whether the 
American Federation of Labor is a neutral organization 
(Report No. XVI, Agenda, p. 216 f.f.); , 

F. Report of the Committee on Christian Social and 
Industrial Organizations (Report No. XVII, Agenda pp. 
231-235) ; 

• 
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G. Report of the Committee for Reformed Literature· 
(Report No. XXIII, Agenda, pp. 264-265)' (See Supple
ment XI); 

H. Report of the Committee on Radio Preaching (Re
port No. XXI, Agenda, Part II, pp. 245 f.). 

Received as information. 

A. (1) With Regard to the Report of the· Committee on 
. Education your Committee recommends that Synod: 

a) Accept it for information; 
b) express its appreciation of the work of the above 

Committee; 
c) bring the report to the attention of pastors and con

sistories for consideration. 
Adopted. (See Supplement XII.) 

(2) Further your Committee calls the attention of Synod 
to a question which the Committee on Education wishes to 

. lay before your Honorable Body, i.e., that of the possibility 
and profit of providing a course of pedagogy and practical 
catechetical methods for prospective ministers (Agenda, p. 
lxxvii). 

Your Committee recommends that Synod.refer this mat
ter to the Board of Trustees of Calvin College and Seminary. 

Adopted. 

(3) Yonr Committee calls the attention of Synod to the 
fact that the terms of Rev. L. J. Lamberts and Dr. H. H. 
Meeter expire, and that a new member mnst be appointed 
to fill the vacancy cansed by the death of Mr.B. Sevensma 
(Agenda, p. lxxviii). 

Referred to the Committee on Appointments (cf. Art. 
128,11:.) . . 

B. With regard to the overtnres of Classes Grand Rap
ids East, Sioux Center, and Wisconsin in re International 

. ·Sunday School Lessons (Agenda, pp. xix-xxiii): 
Your Committee refers to the decision of Synod of 1928 

(Acts of 1928, Art. 46, p. 31, substitute motion at foot of 
.page): "De Synode beslnit de zaak van eigen Zondags
school less"n te leggen in handen van de 'Committee on 
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Education', om de Synode van 1930 te dienen met advies 
inzake de wenschelijkheid en de mogelijkheid van eigen 
Zondagsschoollessen." 

Your Committee recommends that Synod request the 
Committee on Education to carry' out this iustruction and 
report to next Synod. 

Adopted. with this amendment that the Committee on 
Education be requested to present at least an outline' of the 
course of lessons they believe ought to be introduced., 

C. In re the Overture of Classis PeZZa omtreut "de nood
zakelijkheid om onze jeugd meer onderwijs te geven in de 
Kerkgeschiedenis" (Agenda, p. xviii) : 

Your Committee recommends that SYRod refer Classis 
Pella to the Report of the Committee on Education for a 
temporary answer (Agenda, p. lxxii-lxxiv) and refer the 
overture to the Committee on Education for further con

. sideration. 
Adopted. 

D. In re the OV'erture of Classis Sioux Center iu re 
"het opstellen van een stel vraagboekjes" (Agenda, page 
xviii f.) : 

(1) I'll view of the fact that from the Report of the 
Committee on Education it appears that no such variety 
exists with regard to books on junior doctrine (Agenda, 
p. lxii, 

Your Committee recommends that Synod take no action 
with regard to textbook~ of this type. 

Adopted. 

(2) Since, however, the Report shows that there is need 
for a thorough course of Bible Study and Sacred History 
Work (Agenda, p. lxxvii, 

Your Committee recommends that the Synod refer to the 
Committee on Education the matter of devising ways and 
means to meet the needs as to Sacred History texts, to re
port to next Synod. 

Adopted. 
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E. In re Report of the Committee to investigate whether 
the American FederaUon of Labor is a neutral organiza
tion (Report No. XVI, Agenda, Part II, pp. 216 f.f.): 

Your Committee recommends that Synod: 
a) Accept the report of the Committee as information; 
b) thank the Committee for its labors; 
c) pass the information given by the Committee on to 

the chnrches. Your Committee advises Synod' not to 
, commit itself on the character of the A. F. of L. 

Grouilds: 
(1) We have no assurance that the A. F. of L. will're

tain its present character and remain free, e. g.", 
froIn radical socialism and cOffi,ffiunism; 

(2) If Synod commit itself on the A. F. of L. the 
danger arises that similar investigation commit
ment will be requested for other organizations. 

Adopted. 

F. In re Report of the Committee on Chrlstlan Sodal 
and Industrial Organizatlons (Report No. XVII, Agenda, 
pp.231-235), 

Your Committee recommends that Synod: 
a) accept the report for information; 
b) thank the above Committee for its labors; 
c) ,accept the conclusions reached in this report (Agenda, 

pp. 234c235), which read as follows: 
"Now it is perfecily clear that the Church canac

complish whatever it may be able to do in this sphere, 
only with the means entrusted to her; that is, by the 
faithful preaching of the Word and the judicious exer
cise of church discipline. But by these nieans she 
may accomplish a great deal. She can best promote 
the ,organization of Chris\ian labor organizations and 
of other Christian organizations in the social sphere 
of life: 
(1) By preaching unceasingly and uncompromisingly 

the biblical principle of the Christian's separati'on 
from the world. The Bible clearly teaches that 
believers constitute a peculiar people, and that as 
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a holy people they are in duty bound to separate 
themselves from all that is, uuholy, and should 
not be unequally' yoked with unbelievers, but 
should avoid aIle social entanglements lhat might 
in any way compromise their Christian character 
and profession; 
By setting forth dearly and unequivocally the 
anti-christian spirit of the Marxian Socialism with 
its glorification of class hatred, class struggle, and 
class e.thics, and its principle that might makes 
right; and by placing over against this the great 
fundamental biblical principles of justice as they 
apply in the industrial world and ought to be 
maintained by all those who profess to be follow
ers of Jesus Christ; 

(3) By calling particular attention to the principle of 
corporate responsibility, clearly taught in the 
Word of God (Acts 2:23, 36; 3:13-15; 2 Cor. 6: 
14-17; Eph. 5:11; 1 Tim. 5:22; 2 John 11; Rev. 

'18:4), affirmed by an enlightened Cbristian con
science, and recognized by sociologists; and by 
giving a discriminating answer to the question 
whether and in how far one can relieve him.l'if 
of this responsibility by protesting; 

(4) By exercising discipline in the spirit of love, but 
nevertheless 'with a firm hand whenever her 
members become guilty of propagating un-Chris
tian principles in the world of labor, assume an 
unbrotherly attitude towards their fellow-Chris
tians, take part in acts of violence, trample upon 
the fundamental principles of justice, or refuse 
to break with organizations that are avowedly 
anti-christian in character, or reveal throughout 
an anti-christian spirit in their activities. 

By working along such lines as these with fidelity, 
the Church will naturally train the conscience of the 
laboringmen in her midst, and will make them feel 
more keenly than they do at present the need of dis
tinctly Christian organizations in the industrial world. 
If the need is keenly felt and lhe necessity clearly seen, 
the laborers tbemselves will find ways and means for 
the establishment of sllch organizations. And when 
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they do show that they feel within them the urge to 
organize on a· strictly Christian basis, that they are 
willing to take up the struggle in separate organiza-· 
tions for the sake of their King, and that they are 
ready for the sacrifices which it may entail,-then the 
Church will undoubtedly find many ways in which it 
can encourage them in their laudable efforts!' 

Adopted. 

G. In re Report of the Committee for Reformed Liter-
ature (Report No. XXIII, pp. 264-265) : 

Your Committee recommends that Synod: 
a) accept thjs report for information (Supplement XI); 
b) continue this Committee for Reformed Literature; 
c) express its approval of the projects of this Committee, . 

viz.: 
A. To pnblish an announcement in our official Church 

papers to the effect that correspondence is invited 
from those who· have in their possession or who 
are willing to prepare manuscripts on subjects 
taken from the list previonsly approved by Synod. 
Such manuscripts-if accepted by the Committee 
.-to be published; 

B. To offer a prize for writing a book on the subject: 
"What Our Church Stands for"-especially in the 
light of present-day problems; 

C. To procure for publication. in pamphlet form, for 
the purpose of propaganda, expositions on burning 
questions of the day, such as Undenomination
alism, Law and Grace, Pre-millennialism, Church 
Union, Covenant of Grace, Infant Baptism, etc: 

Ad'opted. (Continued in Art. 82.) 

ARTIKEL 69 
Ds. A. Keizer, als bezoeker ter vergadering aanwezig, sluit 

op verzoek van den Praeses deze zitting met dankzegging 
en gebed. 
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ARTIKEL 70 

77 

Nadat gezongen is Psalm 118:7, open! Prof. L. Berkhof 
deze zitting met gehed. . 

ARTIKEL 71 
The roll call shows that all delegates are present except 

Elder A. De Vries of Classis Hackensack, whose place is 
filled hy his alternate, Elder H. B. Ackerman. At the re
quest of the President this brother expresses his agreement 
with the "Public Declaration." . 

ARTIKEL 72' 
The Acts of the tentl,J. and the eleventh sessions are read 

by the Clerk, and approved by· Synod. 

ARTIKEL 73 
Synod now continues the discussion of the Report of the 

Committee of Preadvice on Protests and Appeals (cf. Ar-
ticle 67) : . 

IV. Appeal of Rev. W. De' Groot. 
A. Into the hands of your Committee was placed a com

prehensive document from Rev. W. De Groot, containing, 
according to his own words, "protests against the decisions 
of Classis ViTisconsin and actions of committees and per
Sons in the matter of the illegal declaration and deposition 
of two elders, withdrawal ·of the censure ·imposed upon 
members who luid given public offence, making it impos
sible for the Minister and the members of the Consistory 
to labor according to the Word of God and the Church 
Order at Racine, the many actions contrary to Church Pol
ity with the resultant schism of the congregation and the 
consequences· thereof." . 

This document contains several protests numbered 
I, A. B. C. D, and E; II, A and B; and III, A, B. and C. 

Accompanying this protest was the following documen
tary evidence: 

( 1) Answer of C. Kuiper to the Consistory after the sus
pension and before the deposition of the Consis
tories of Racine and Kenosha, dated May 2, 1928. 
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(2 ) 

( 3 ) 

( 4) 

(5) 

'(6) 

(7) 

( 8 ) 

( 9 ) 

(10) 

(11) 

(12) 

(13) 
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Criticism of C. Kuiper's answer, giv~n between sus-
pension and deposition. Not dated or signed. , 

Unsigned writing (evidently from Rev. De Groot)' 
addressed. to the Consistory of the Cbristian Re
formed Church at Sheboygan, Wisconsin, dated 
Aug. 12, 1929. . 

Accusation. against Rev. W. Terpsma (evidently 
from Rev. De Groot, thongh not signed) dated Aug. 
12,1929. 
Answer of D. K. Bergsma, H. C. Derksen, and G. 
Zwaga to Rev. De Groot, wherein they declare why 
they laid down their office in the Christian Reform- . 
ed Church. Not dated. 
A document with the superscription, "Wat Ik op de 
Classis Heb Gebracht voor Oct. Classis in 1929." 
Also this document is evidently from Rev. De 

Groot, though it is not signed nor dated. 
Brief report of three consistory meetings held at 
Racine under auspices of a committee from the 
Consistory of the Christian Reformed Church of 
Sheboygan. Only the date of the last meeting is 
given, May 27,1929. 
Accurate copy of the document which D. K. Bergs
ma, G. Zwaga, and H. C. Derksen submitted at the 
meeting of May 27,1929. 
A writing of Rev. De Groot to theClassis of 'Vis~ 
consin, convening at Alto April 1, 1930, and follow
ing days. 
Copy of the minutes of Classis Wisconsin, in ses
sion at Waupun, 1928, insofar as they bear on the 
case of Racine. 
A writing addressed to Dr. Beets as Stated Clerk of 
the Synod, dated May 8, 1930. 
A letter to the Synod of the Christian Reformed 
Church in session at Grand Rapids, Mich., in June, . 
1930, signed by Rev. De Groot. 
A letter from Classis Wisconsin to the Synod con
cerning the protest of Rev. De Groot, signed by Rev. 
R. J. Frens, Pres., and Rev. J. O. Vos, Clerk. 
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This last named letter declares that the protest of Rev. De 
Groot shonld not be considered by Synod for the following 
reasons: 

a) Hij (Os. De Groot) gaat terng in zijn protest tot ach
ter de'ver,mening. Os. De Groot deed meermalen 
schuldbelijdenis over het afzetlen van twee ouderlin
gen, vroeg vergeving over hetgeen hij misdaan had, 
en had tengevolge, dat een verzoening met den kerke
raad telkens tot stand kwam; 

" b) Hij gaf telkens, wanneer door de Classis en de Syno
dale Oeputaten eene poging aangewend werd en een ' 
weg geopend om uit de moeilijkheden te geraken, zijne 
ingenomenheid daarmede te kennen; 

c) Hij gaf nooit, als een besluit gevallen was, zijn voor
nemen te kennen te zullen protesteeren tegen het be
sluit, maar toen de arbeid te Plover hem niet beviel, 
teekende hij protest aan tegen alles wat voorgevallen 
was; 

d) Hij heeft niet het minste medegewerktmet hen, die 
trachtten zooveel mogelijk de gemeente voor verscheu

, ring en verstrooiing te behoeden, maar door zijne in
vloeden veel er aan toegedaan\ dat een Gereformeerde 
kerk te Racine is gesticht; 

e) Hij heef! ambtelijk aile banden met de Christelijke 
Gereformeerde Kerken verbroken, en daarmede het 
recht veri oren zich op de Synode te beroepen. Zijn 
protest gaat niet over een ongelijk, da,t hem als lid
maat is aangedaan; 

f) I-lij heef! 'de formule van het nederleggen zijns ambts 
zelf opgesteld en de' bezwaren ondervangen, die de 
Classis had tegen de begeerde losmaking. 

B. Your Committee does not share the opinion of Classi, 
Wisconsin that Rev. De Groot, because he was released 
from official work in the Christian Reformed Church, has' 
lost thereby his right to protest in the matter of an injury 
done him as an office-bearer. He is still a member of the 
Church, and as such possesses the right of protest. In addi
tion, he stood unassailed in the office at the time he appealed 
to the Synod in 1929. Then, too, the protests of Rev. De 
Groot pertain largely to irregularities in the church life at 
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Racine and actions by the Consistory, Classical Committees, 
and Classis itself supposedly contrary to church polity, and 
not in the first place to injury done him as a min,ister. 

Your Committee therefore advises Synod to declare that 
Rev. W. De Groot has the right of appeal to Synod. 

Adopted. 

On motion it is decided to give Rev. De Groot the privi
lege on the ,floor during the discussion of his case. 

C. Notwithstanding the ahove, your Committee is of the 
opinion that the Synod cannot enter upon the protests of 
Rev. De Groot, and that on account of the following con
siderations: 

(1) Protests I, A-E. These five protests all pertain to 
acts and decisions of Classis .Wisconsin in its meeting held 
at Sheboygan in August, 1928. Your Committee advises 
Synod to declare that these protests are formally not in 
order. Grounds: 

oj At the meeting of Classis at Oostburg, Dec. 11, 1928, 
Rev. De Groot withdrew all the objections which he 
had raised against several actions of Classis Wiscon
sin in session at Sheboygan. (Cf. Minutes of August, 
1928, Art. 28, point 6. 

b) Rev. De Groot did not notify Classis Wisconsin of his 
appeal to Synod until the meeting of Classis at Ves
per, Oct. 8 and 9, 1929, i.e., more than a year after the 
acts and decisions to which exception is taken in these 
protests, and even then did not specify that his appeal 
would also pertain to the acts and.decisions of Classis 
in its meeting at Sheboygan, August, 1928. Classis 
could learn this only from .the protest sent to it at its 
meeting at Alto, April 1 and 2, 1930. 

Adopted. 

, (2) Protests II, A-B. These two protests are similar in 
that they are both directed against persons, the Revs. Borg
man, Terpsma, and others. These men served the Classis 

, in various capacities and official functions. Your Commit-
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, tee advises Synod to declare that these protests are formally 
not in order. Grounds: 

a) These protests concern the work done by ministers 
while they were serving the Classis in various capaci
ties aud as such should he addressed to Classis; 

b) If these protests were first brought to Classis (your 
Committee could not determine from the Minutes 
whether they were or not), Classis certainly did not), 
Classis certainly did not act on them and answer them; 

c) And even if Classi. had acted on them, butin a man
ner that did not give Rev. De Groot satisfaction, he 
should have come to Synod with a protest against 
Classis on this score. 

Adopted. 

(3) Protest III, A. This protest concerns the acts and 
decisions of Classis Wisconsin at its meeting at Waupun, 
Wis., April 9-11, 1929, more particularly against the decision 
that Rev. De Groot should labor at Plover for a period of 

,six months. Your Committee advises Synod to declare that 
this protest is formally not in order. Grounds: 

a) Rev. De Groot did not protest against this decision on 
the classical meeting at Waupun. It was ouly after 
he had started his labors there that he informed the 
Consistory of Shebyogan that he did the work at 
Plover under protest. This Consistory reported that 
to Classis at its meeting in Vesper Oct. 8 and 9, 1929; 

b) He even informed the meeting, where ,the decision was 
taken, that if his helpmeet offered no objections, he 
wonld accept the transfer. (Minutes of April 9-11, 
Art. 40.), 

Adopted. 

(4) Protest III, B. This protest is also against a decision 
of Classis at Waupun, and particularly agaiust "het plaat
sen vau Racine onder de curateele van Sheboygan, en tegen 
de wijze waarop deze curateele geoefend werd." Your 
Committee advises Synod to declare that this protest is for
mally not in order. Grounds: 

a) The decision respecting this guardianship (curateele) 
was involved in the d",cision to transfer Rev. DeGroot 
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to Plover f.or six m.onths; agllinst which Rev. De Gro.ot 
did n.ot pr.otest at Classis; , 

. b) In s.o far as this protest pertains t.o the maner in which 
this guardianship was exercised, it J:>el.ongs t.o Classis, 
and it d.oes n.ot appear that a ,pr.otest with reference t.o 
that matter was received and acted.on there. 

Adopted. 

[Note:' Rev. N. Jansen, .one .of the delegates .of Classis 
Wisc.onsin, wishes t.o have it rec.orded that in the meetings 
.of y.our Committee .of Preadvice he did n.ot v.ote in any .of 
the matters pertaining t.o the case .of Rev.W. De Gr.o.ot. J 

Receiued as information. (C.ontinned in Art. 76.) 

,ARTICLE 74 
Elder P. Nieveen cl.oses this sessi.on with prayer. 

DERTIENDE ZITTING, VRlJDAGNAMIDDAG, 20 JUNI 

ARTIKEL75 
At tw.o .o'cl.ock Syn.od met in the Bates St. Christian 

Ref.ormed church to h.old the service in mem.ory .of the 
Rev. A. J. Brink. The service was c.onducted by the Rev. 
H. Vander Pl.oeg, wh.o led in prayer; the 'Rev. W. P. Van 
Wyk, wh.o sp.oke .on Psalm 73 :23b, 24; the Rev. A. Gnike
rna, wh.o sp.oke .on Psalm 39:5; and the Rev. J. B.olt, wh.o 
cl.osed with prayer and thanksgiving. 

At f.our .o'cl.ock Syn.od met again in regular sessi.on, the 
Rev. J. Beebe leading in prayer. 

ARTIKEL 76 
Syn.od n.ow c.ontinues the discussi.on .of the Rep.ort .of 

the C.ommittee .of Preadvice in re the appeal .of the Rev. 
W; De Gr.o.ot (Cf. Art. 73) : 

(5) Pr.otest III. C. This pr.otest pertains t.o several 
acts and decisi.ons.of Classis in its meeting at Vesper, 
Oct. 8, 9, 1929, as "buitensluiting van den predikant" aan
wezigheid der deputaten, indienen van het v.o.orstel t.ot 
l.osmaking," etc. Because Rev. De Gr.o.ot at this meeting 
apprised Classis .of his intenti.oll, t.o appeal t.o Syn.od, y.our 
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committee hesitates to advise Synod to decrare that this 
protest is formally not in order. It would prefer to leave 

,this matter entirely to Synod, thou&h it doubts the pro
priety of declaring even this protest III order, for: 

(1) Rev. De' Groot did not protest against the actiOl,o 
of Classis to which he refers in his protest; 

(2) The not.ice of his intention to appeal to Synod haC! 
been sent to the' Stated Clerk of Classis before 
Classis convened at Vesper and therefore could noi 
pertain to what took place at that meeting; and 

(3) Rev. De Groot voluntarily asked for an honorable 
discharge from the official relation in which h, 
stood to the church at Racine, and therebyvirtuall) 
effected the very thing aimed at in the motion "tm 
losmaking," against which Rev. De Groot now pro
tests. 

A motion to declare this protesf formally not in order 
on the grounds as here given is rejected. 

Synod decides to refer this protest to the Committee' of 
Pre advice with instructions to enter upon the matter con
tained in it, and to advise Synod in regard to the same. 
(Cf. Art. 120.) 

ARTIKEL 77 
Synod now goes into executive' session. 

ARTIKEL 78 
Decided to adjourn until Monday afternoon at 1 :30 

. o'clock. Dr. C. Bouma closes this session with prayer. 

VEERTIENDE ZITTING, MAANDAGNAMIDDAG, 23 JUNI 

ARTIKEL 79 
Nadat No. 141 van de Christian Hymnal gezongen is, 

opent Ds. A. Guikema deze zitting met gebed. 

ARTIKEL 80 
Bij het appeI blijkt dat aile afgevaardigden tegenwoor-

. dig zijn behalve Oud.J. G. De Vries van Classis Illinois, . 
wiens plaats wordt ingenomen door zijn seclIlldus, Oud. H. 
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Bulthuis. Laatstgenoemde betuigt zijn', instemming met 
de "Openlijke V erklaring." , 

ARTIKEL 81 
De Acta van de twaalfde en de dertiende zitting worden 

gelezen en na een kleine correctie goedgekeurd. 

ARTIKEL 82 
Continuation of the Report of the Committee of Pre

advice on Publica'tion Malters (cf. Art. 68) : 
H. In re Report of Committee on Radio Preaching 

(Report No. XXI, Agenda, Part II, pp. 245 f.f.) : 
Your Committee recommends: 
a) That Synod accept this report as information with 

thanks; 
So decided. 

b) That Synod approve the recommendation given under 
A, p. 245, on the grounds there given; 

c) That Synod approve the plan of action proposed by' 
the Committee under B, pp. 246, ,247; and 
(1) Appoint a permanent Radio Committee and in

vest it with power to act to plan and operate ac
cording to needs, and as opportunities arise, as 
further proposed by the Committee under 3, 4, 
5, and 6; 

(2) Give this Committee the right to ask free-will of
ferings from the churches. 

Instead of the advice of the Committee, Synod adopts a 
motion to leave Radio preaching to the local initiative of 
the various Classes. 

ARTIKEL 83 
Continuation of the Report of the Committee of Pre

advice on Matters of Church Order, Emeriti, etc. (Cr: 
Art. 57): 

VI. The Report of the Emeritus Board. 
Your Committee advises Synod to accept this report for 

information. 
So decided. (Supplement VI.) 
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Matters in this report that reqnire action on the part of 
Synod are the following: 

(1)· Yonr Committee advises Synod to approve of the 
granting of honorable emeritation to the brethren: 

Rev. E. J. Tunk, by Classis Illinois. 
Rev. P. Jonker, Sr., by Classis Illinois. 
Rev. H. J. Heynen, by Classis Zeeland. 
Rev. J. G. Vande Lnne, by Classis Orange City. 
Rev. J. J. Dyk, by Classis Mnskegon 
Approved. 

(2) Cla~sis Grand Rapids West requests the emerita
tion of Rev. P. Steen on the ground of continued illness, the 
emeritation to begin June 1, 1930. Tbe Classis recommends 
Rev. Steen to Synod for aid to the extent of $1,000 per 
annum with $200 extra for the first year because of special 
circumstances. Your Committee advises Synod to grant· 
this request. 

Approved. 

(3) Your Committee advises Synod to approve of the 
action of the Board, granting temporary subsidies as fol-

.lows: . . 
Rev. E. J. Tuuk. ............. $l,OOO.OO 
Rev. H. Kamps ............. 1,000.00 
Rev. H. J. Heynen ........ 1,000.00 
Rev. P. Kosten .............. 800,00 
Rev. J ... J. Dyk, $500 ex-

tra, and ...................... 1.000.00 
Rev. S. S. Vander Heide 1,000.00 

Approved. 

Rev. P. Jonker, 8r ......... $1,000.00 
·Mrs. C. Bode ................. $ 500.00 
Mrs. N. Gelderlvos ... ___ ._. 1,000.00 
Mrs. J. C. Kruithof........ 500.00 
Mrs. S. S. Vander Heide 600.00 
Mrs. B. Nagel ""' ... __ "_... 300,00 
Rev. J. G. Vande LUne .. 1,2'0'000 

(4) The Board informs Synod that those who were re
moved from our midst by death are Mrs. J. Post, Mrs. P. 
Schut, Rev. H. Van Wesep, and Rev. S. S. Vander Heide. 

Received as information. 

(5) The Board also makes mention of the fa'ct that one 
of its members, Mr. B. Sevensma, has passed away, and that 
his alternate, Mr. H. Hekman, was requested to taI,:e his 
place. . 

Received as information. 
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(6) The Board further calls attention to the fact that 
three board members and their alternates are to be ap
pointed by this Synod. The retiring members are Revs. 
H. M. Vander Ploeg, J. O. Vos, and·Mr. W. Bareman. Their 
respective alternates are Revs. J. O. Bouwsma,' P. Jon
ker, Sr., and Mr. M. Hoftius. An alternate for Mr. H. Hek
man willalso have to be appointed. Your Committee ad-

. vises ~ynod to refer this matter to the Committee on Ap
pointments. (Art. 128, 5.) 

. Adopted. 

(7) In connection with the financial statement found in 
the Report of the Board (Supplement VIII), your Com
mittee advises Synod to strongly urge Classes that are in 
arrears, to pay up their indebtedness to this Fund as soon 
as possble~ . 

Adopted with this amendment that the Stated Clerk of 
Synod be instructed to write to these Classes in regard to 
this matter. 

Decided to discuss·the remaining part of this report in 
regard to the Emeriti in executive session. 

(8) Your Committee advises Synod to approve of the 
following subsidies as advised by the Board: 

Rev. P. W. De Jonge.c .... $1,200.00 
Rev. J. Wyngaarden ____ 1,200.00 
Rev. J. J. Dyk. ................. 1,200.00 
Rev. J. G. Vande Lune .. 1,200.00 
Mrs. P. J. Hoekenga. _____ 1,200.00 
Mrs. J. Haveman __________ 1,200.00 
Mrs. H. Tuls .................. 1,000.00 
Mrs. H. J. Haarsma .. ____ 1,000.00 
Mrs~ N. Gelderloos .... ,_" 1,000.0,0 
Rev. A. J. Brink .. :: ......... 1,000.00 
Rev. A. W. Meyer .......... 1,000.00 
Rev. E. Van Korlaar .. ____ 1,000.00 
Rev. T. W. R; Van Loo 1,000.00 
Rev. J. Keizer .............. __ 1,000.00 
Rev. A. Keizer ............ ____ 1,000.00 
Rev. R. Vande KiefL ... 1,000.00 
Rev. W. Kole .................. 1,000.00 
Rev. K., Poppen . ______ ...... _ .1,000.00 

'Rev. J. Gulker ........ ___ . ____ 1,000.00 
Rev. J. B. Vanden Hoek 1,000.00 
Rev. J. A. Gerritsen.:."c' __ 1,000.00 

Rev. P. Kosten . ___ .......... $ 
Mrs. F. Stuart .. __ ........... . 
Mrs. M. Vander Heide .. 
Mrs. H. Heyns ............... . 
Mrs. J. H. Gruessing ... . 
Rev. F. Welandt ........... . 
Mrs. M. J. Bosma ......... . 
Mrs. Benj. Post ............. . 
Mrs. D. R. Drukker ....... . 
.Mrs: P. Van Viet ........... . 
Mrs. A. Dekker ............. . 
Mrs. C. Cooper ............... . 
M~s. E. Breen ............. __ _ 
Mrs. J. Groen_. ______ ._ ..... __ _ 
Mrs. G. L. Hoefker .... ___ c _ 

Mrs. F. J. Drost __ . ________ _ 
Mrs. S. S. Va'nder Heide 
Rev. D. Weidenaar_ ..... __ 
Mrs. H. 'Temple: __ .... ___ . ___ 

-Mrs. J. B. Jonkman_. __ .... 
Mrs. J. Vissia .. __ ._. ___ ._ .. __ 

800.00 
800.00 
800.00 
700.00 
700.00 
600.00 
600.00 
600.00 
600.00 
600.00 
600.00 
600.00 
600.00 
600.00 
600.00 
600.00 
600.00 
550.00 
500.00 
500.00 
500.00 
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,Rev. J. B. Hoekstra ........ 1,000.00 
Rev. J. A. Westervelt. ___ 1,000.00 

Mrs. P. Yfr... .................. . 
Mrs. J. Smitter .. ___ .. __ .. __ _ 

Rev. S. Bouma ____ ... _._ .. __ 1,000.00 
Rev. P. Jonker, -Sr. ___ ..... 1,000.00 
Jtev. J. Manni .. __ .. ______ ._,. 1,000.00 
Rev. E. J. Tuuk. ............. 1,000.00 
Rev. H. J. Heynen .......... 1,000.00 
Mrs. J. Robpert .............. 900.00 

Mrs. J. C. KruithoL ... 
Mrs C. Bode .. __ ........ __ .. ___ _ 
Mrs, J. G. Plesscher ..... . 
Mrs. J. A. Ket!... .......... . 
Mrs. C. Van HouteR. ___ _ 
Mrs. B. Nagel ............... . 

Rev. J. Plesscher 800.00 Mrs. J. H. Schultz ......... . 
Adopted . 
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500.00 
500.00 
500.00 
500.00 
350.00 
300.00 
300.00 
300.00 
200.00 

. (9) The Board also calls attention to the fact ihat this 
Fnnd faces a deficit unless the assessment be raised from 
$2.00 to $2.25 per family. In regard to which your Com
mittee offers this twofold advice: 

a) That Synod declare that each Classis, in accordance 
with Articles 4 and 5 of the Rules for the Emeritus 
Board, should be very diligent in inquiring whether 
the subsidy asked in each case is actualiyneeded; 

b) That Synod decide not to raise the assessment to $2.25 
per family, but to leave the making up of the defi
ciency to the following means: 
(1) That Classes now in arrears pay their indebted

. ness; 
(2) That Classes carry out the instruction given un-

der a) above. . 
Adopted. 

VII. The followiug matters were also referred to your 
Committee for advice: . 

(1) Classis Grand Rapids East requests Synod to can
cel the debt which the Church of Chatham owes .to the 
Emeritus Fund. The amount is $104.08. The reasons given 
are that said Church finds' itself in financial difficulfies, ac
cording to an accompanying letter, and said Church is a 
mission church of Synod. 

Your Committee advises Synod not to accede to the re
quest of Classis Grand Rapids East, but to declare that ac
cording to Acts of Synod 1926, page 73, in a case of this 
kind, the Classis to whiCh such Church belongs, is to be held 
responsible for the debt. 

Adopted. 
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(2) Ouertul'e of Classis Ostfriesland (Agenda, Part II, 
p. xxx), which reads as follows: "Classis overtures Synod 
to add to Article 5 of the present Constitution for the Emer
itus Fund: 'Every synodical year the consistories shall 
state what is needed for the support of the emeriti, widows 
and orphans under their supervision.' 

Your Committee advises Synod to accede to the overture 
of Class!s Ostfriesland and add the proposed rule to Art. 5 
of Rules for the Emeritus Board. 

Adopted. 

(3) Ouer/ure of Classi .• Zeeland, which could not be 
placed on the Agenda since this action was taken by the 
Classis on May 14, 1930. The overture reads as follows: 
"De Synode benoeme eene Commissie om te onderzoeken of 
er nie! een meer bevredigende methode gevonden kan wor
den voor de ondersteuning van emeriti predikantenen pre
dikants wednwen en weezen. Gronden: 

a) Veel ontevredenheid over de tegenwoordigemethode; 
b) De achterstallige schuld van 12 Classes bij de Emeri

tus Kas, bedragende de som van ruim $16,000.00, vol
gens het rapport van den Emeritus Board op.de laatst· 
gehoudene Synode." 

In regard to said overture your Committee submits two 
reports, one of the majority and one of the minority. 

Synod decides to adopt the minority report, which 
reads as follows: 

"We would advise Synod to act according to the proposal 
Of Classis Zeeland, and we would further advise that at least 
a majority of the Committee to be appointed be Elders or 
former Elders with business ability. Grounds: 

"There is considerable difference of opinion concerning 
the principle on which support is granted from this Fund. 
This difference of opinion exists not only among the laity 
hut among the ministers and leaders as well. Some con
sider the principle to be practically the same as a pension, 
while others consider it to be a providing iIi the needs of 
the incapacitated ministers, their widows, and orphans to 
the extent that they are not able to provide for themselves. 
It is, therefore, not to be wondered 11t, where the concep
tion of the underlying principle is so divergent, that the 
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practical application of snch principle shaIl' also vary 
greatly. It is therefore very urgent that the advice of Clas
sis Zeeland be carried out so that this wh91e matter be 
studied and a complete report with recommendations be 
presented to our next Synod, so that all of our people will 
have a clear conception concerning this matter and that in 
consequence of the same we may come to a more happy and 
satisfactory execution of the principle which we shaIl 
adopt." (See Committee appointed, Art. 128, 18.) 

(Continued in Article 93.) , 

ARTIKEL 84 
Synod now continues the discussion of the Report of the 

Committee of Preadvice on Varia (cf. Art. 45) : 
10. ' "Baptism of Adopted Children." 
A. Your Committee advises Synod: 
(1) To accept the report, as found on pages 111-148, 

Part lof the Agenda 'as information. 
So decided. ", 

(2) To express its appreciation for the efficient way in 
which, the Committee has accomplished its task. 

So decided., ' 

B. Your Committee also wishes to confine itself to the 
consideration of the prohlem as expressed in the Report on 
page 113, last part of d) where the problem is definitely 
stated:' "Het punt dat onderzocht moet worden is derhalve, 
of Vondelingen, van wier afkomst men niets weet, maar die 
door geloovigen als hun kinderen zijn aangenomen, be" 
schouwd kunnen worden als door G.od in Zijn Verbond op- \ 
genomen." We include in our report not only "Vondelin
gen," but all cliildren whose past is unknown, or who were 
not horn of believing parents, but who are adopted by be
lievers. Reasons: 

(1) This sentence clearly defines the prohlem; 
(2) Synod will be better prepared to decide this problem 

if many non-essential arguments and considerations 
are omitted. 

Your Committee advises to approve of this. 
Approved. 
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C. Your Committ~e now presents to Synod the follow
ing considerations as grounds for its advice: 

(1) 'The Covenant oJ; grace is in essence the same in the 
Old and New Testament dispensation. There is only one 
Covenant of Grace, announced to Adam and Eve in Para
dise, formallyestahlished with Ahraham and continued nn
til the present day. There have heen different forms or dis
pensations, hut all Reformed theologians agree that in es
senCe the Covenant of Grace in both Old and New Testa
ments is the same. The Covenant which'is mentioned iii 
Heb. 7 is not the Covenant of Grace, as is evident from 
verse 9: "Not according to the covenant that I made with 
their fathers in the day 'when I took them by the hand to 
lead them out of the land of Egypt." The covenant here 
mentioned is of Sinai, national, destined to disappear and 
to he replaced by a better (see verses 7 and 8). The Cove- ' 
nant of Grace established with Abraham is an everlasting 
Covenant (see also Form of Baptism: "An eternal Cove

nant of Grace"). 
(2) Baptism, has come in the place of circumcision. It 

is not necessary to elaborate upon this ground. This doc
triue has no uncertainty among us. It is clearly stated in 
our Form of Baptism; ,it is one of the strongest arguments 
for infant baptism; it is based upon Scripture. It is the 
New Testament Sacrament of the Covenant" of Grace, as 
Circumcision was in the Old Testament. 

(3) The ground for circumcision must therefor also be 
the ground for Baptism. In other words, the ground for 
both is the same. If for the same Covenant the Lord had 
intended to have different grounds, He certainly would have 
instructed His Church accordingly. This He did not do. 
There is no direct command· in Scripture to baptize chil
dren. The Lord has given sufficient ,instruction in the Old 
Testament with respect to the Sacrament to be adminis
tered to those that entered into God's Covenant. This also 
is one of our strong defenses for infant baptism. (Cat., 
Lord's Day 27; Belgic Confession, Art. 34.) 

(4) Instrnctions as to the administration, as well as to the 
parties to whom the Sacrament is to be administered, must 
be found in the Divine Command when God established 
the Covenant. 
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Accordingly we refer to the institution as given in Gen. 
17:10-13. 

What are the Divine instructions? 
a) It is. established with Abraham and his seed. 
b) It includes those born in his house, or bought with 

money of auy strauger. . 
Verse 12 is important. All those that are to. receive 

the Sacrament are mentioned in one sentence, separ
ated by a comma. They are coordinated. And they 
all must be regarded as members of the Covenant: 
The Lord certainly would not give anyone the holy 
Sacrament, the seal of the promise, unless they were 
entitled to it. 

'c) Not only Abraham's seed, but also some that are 
"not of his seed" are to be circumcised. Such is the 
Divine command. 

d) The Covenant of Grace here established with Abra
.ham includes therefore all that are in Abraham's 
house. The ground is not the biological ground; not 
ouly the descendants after the flesh. Also others that 
belonged to Abraham's house are included. That all 
Abraham's slaves, even those bought from strangers, 
were believers is possible, although not probable. And 
because it is not certain, it can not be used as an argu
ment either for or against. Only the simple, plain 
Divine instruction can serve and mus"t serve as a 

. ground. 

(5) The principle that God includes in His Covenant, not 
only the head of the family, but through him his whole 
house, the whole family, is evident: 

a f From other passages of the Old Testament as Ex. 12: 
43-45, where it is ordained. with respect to the Pass
over, that servants bought for money (hence belong
ing to the house) shall eat of the Passover after being 
circumcised, but, vs. 45, a foreigner and a stranger 
(hence not belonging to the honsel shall not eat there
of. It is here a question of ownership. 

b) From similar passages, which indicate the same prin
Ciple, in the New Testament, as Acts 10:44; Acts 16:31; 
Acts 16:15. -Houseand'household'are the terms used 
repeatedly. That again does not prove that there were 
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slaves, but it would also be difficult to prove that there 
were none.· The principle is.here at least "established, 
or re-affirmed, that the whole house receives the Sac
rament when the head of the family becomes a be-
liever. " 

c) From the principle, which is thoroughly Biblical and 
therefor Calvinistic, that all what a heliever is and all 
that he possesses is sanctified unto the Lord. 

(6) The Church has from the very beginning of its his
. tory followed this same principle. 

a) It does not followthat, because the Church observed a 
custom or principle, it is right. But the fact that the 
New Testament follows the terminology and practice 
of the Old Testament with respect to the Covenant 
sacrament; and that the Church succeeding the Apos
tolic times again followed the example of the Apostles, 
indicates that the line followed is the correct one. We 
are informed tbat the Church of the first three or four 
centuries had no scruples to baptize children whose 
parents were unknown. (See quotation of Joseph 
Bingham, "Origenes Ecclesiasticae," pages 125 and 126 
of Synodical Report) . 

b) The opinion of Reformed theologians are mentioned 
in the Synodical Report (pages 127-134) and again 
mentioned on page 136. 'Ve find ourselves indeed in 
good company. 

(7) By the adoption of a child a more intimate relation 
is established than the relation between a master and his 
slaves. 

According to the Divine Institution the physical is .not the 
basis of the continuation of the Covenant, although it is the 
ordinary way in whieh it is perpetuated. Children adopted 
by believing parents thereby become not only part of, but 
members of that family. They are thereby by an act of 
God's Providence led into the fellowship of a Christian 
home where the promise of God is assured. It is not man 
here who brings such a child into the Covenant. Man never 
does that. God alone brings into that blessed relationship. 
It is always an act of the Lord Himself. If slaves, born in 
Abraham's house, and bought of strangers, were to receive 
the Sacrament of circumcision, the Old Testament Sacra-
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ment of the Covenant of Grace, much more should children, 
adopted by believers as their own cbildren, and sharing the 
blessings of that fellowship be baptized . 

. Wherefore, your Committee advises Synod to answer 
the question "whether children who were not born of be
lieving parents, but who are adopted by believers, may be 
baptized," in the affirmative. 

Adopted. 

Rev. H. Keegstra, Dr. Y. P. De Jong, and Elder Charles 
Vander Kooi request that their negative vote on tbis mat-
ter be recorded in the Acta. . 

11. Synodical Treasurer's Report. 
The Synodical Treasurer's report is at hand. The report 

is in excellent condition. Your Committee advises: 
a) To have the report read; 
b) To accept it as information; 
c) To reduce the assessment from 70cto 50c per family, 

as suggested by the Treasurer. 
Adopted. (See Supplement I, B.) 

ARTIKEL 85 
In regard to the re-imbursement of trau'eling expenses 

of Synodical delegates, Synod decides to adopt the same 
rules as in 1928. (See Acta Synodi 1928,Art. 61, p. 49.) 

A&TIKEL 86 
This session is closed with prayer by Elder A. Peters. 

VIJFTIENDE ZITTING, DlNSDAGMORGEN, 24 JUNI 

ARTIKEL 87 
Gezongen wordt Ps. 86:6, waarna Ds. G. A. Lyzenga 

deze zitting opent met gebed. 

ARTIKEL 88 
. Bij het appel bIijkt~ dat aile afgevaardigden tegen

woordig .zijn, behalve Mr. J. Hekman, wiens plaats wordt 
ingenomen door den secundus afgevaardigde, Dr. G. 
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Broodman; en Dr. G. Heyns, wiens plaats wordt inge
nomen door den secnndns afgevaardigde, Ds. J. O. Bouws
rna. 

ARTIKEL 89 
De Acta van de veertiende zitting worden gelezen en 

goedgekeurd. 

ARTIKEL 90 
Synod now takes in hand the Revised Report of the 

Committee of Preadvice on the Introduction of Hymns, 
etc. (Cf. Art. 48) : 

"ESTEEMED BRETHREN: 

This revised report takes up the matter of the intro
duction of hymns at I, B, 3 of the original report. The 
following recommendations .are hereby submitted: 

(3) Relative to the overture of the Classis of Zeeland 
(Agenda II, p. XXXIII) the Committee advises Synod not 
to grant the request contained in the overture. Reasons: 

a) Th·e fear of "excessive haste in this matter will be 
met by the recommendations of the Committee (See be
low 6 and 7). 

b) Sufficient light on this matter has been afforded by 
the advisory committee to warrant some action by Synod. 

c) Synod is the major assembly designated by Article 
30 of the Church Order to deal with matters ·concerning 
the chnrches in common. 

Adopfed. 
. (4) Your Committee informs Synod that certain con
siderations have led the Committee to the recommenda
tions fonnd below. These considerations are: 

a) Two important statements by the Advisory Commit
tee on the Introdnction of Hymns. 

1. Agenda I, p. 195, paragraph 4: "Waar de Psalmen 
onder het On de Testament opzettelijk voor den Open
baren Eeredienst gegev<;n (,:~l. bijv. Ps. 5~:li p2:1; 53:1, 
enz.) en daarvoot gebrmkt ZlJn, en waar ZlJ met behooren 
tot de dingen die met het Nieuwe Testament ter zijde zijn 
gesteld, maar het Goddelijk gezag en de blijvende waarde 

. er van in het Nieuwe· Testament uitdrukkelijk wordt 
crkend (Luk. 20 :42; 24 :44; Hand. 1 :20; 13 :33, 35), daar 
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moet het door onsals een op Gods Woord gegrond begin
sel beschouwd, erkend en gehandhaafd" worden, dat 
,Psalmgezang aItij d een element moet uitmaken van onzen 
eeredienst. Niet dat daaruit volgen zou, dat ons gezang 
uitsluitend Psalmgezang moet zijn, maar weI voIgt er uit 
dat een dienst zander Psalmgezang in dat opzicht in 
strija zou wezen met de bedoeling Gods als geopenbaard 
in Zijn Woord." 

II. Agenda I, p. 197, paragraph 1: "Als getuigd wordt 
dat er geen Gezangen zijn, die de Psalmen evenaren kun
nen in het spreken uit de diepten van het gemoedsleven, 
van allerIei nood en ellen de, van verslagenheid en angst 
der ziel, van verootmoediging voor God,. van worstelend 
en triomfeerend geloof, van lof en verheerlijking Gods, 
dan stemmen wij daarmee geheel in. Daarom willen \Vij 
de Psalmen tot geen prijs missen.· Maarzulk spreken uit 
de diepten van hetgeestelijk leven is tach n.iet deeenigc 
deugd, die het kerklied hebben kan. Erkend zal moe ten 
worden, dat een gezang, dat de taal spreekt der Nieuw
Testanientische heiIsopenbaring, een eigen deugd heef! 
die de Psalmen niet hebben konden. Daarom moeten wij 
beide hebben, zander het eene te verheffen ten koste van 
bet andere, of het eene te verwerpen omdat het een ander 
karakter draagt dan het andere. Beide zijn te waar
deeren als elkander aanvullend." 

b) We are nowhere forbidden in Scripture directly or 
indirectly to sing hymns in our public worship. In case 
they were forbidden, Article 69 of our Church Order 
which approves the use qf a small number of hymns 
would be contrary to Scripture. 

c) Tbe New Testament Church has the right, as in 
preaching aud prayer, so also iil song, to make its own 
formulatiou of the truth of God's Word; the essential 
requirement being; that the truth be expressed, regardless 
,of whether or not the words of Scripture are used 
literally. 

d) Because of the progress of revelation, which means 
that many truths are more clearly and more fully re
vealed in the New Testament than in the Old, there are 
truths concerning which we cannot adequately sing in the 
language of the Old Testament Psalms (e. g. the Trinity, 
Baptism, Communion, Gospel Invitation, etc.). More
over, there are certain New Testament facts (e. g. birth 
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of Christ, His crucifixion and resurrectiou, and the oute 
pouring of the Holy Spirit) of which, when. we use Psalms 
exclusively we can sing only in the veiled language of 
prophecy. 

e) There is no difference in principle hetween hymns 
which are versifications of passages of the New Testa
ment and hymns which are free poetical renderings of 
New Testament truths. They have equally a place in the 
singing of our churches, as is indicated hy Article 69 of 
the Church Order. In that article five of the first kind of 
hymns are designated and four of the second. 

f) Our Church Order ~(Art. 69) prescrihes the use, not 
. only of the 150 psalms of David, but also of nine hymns. 

Thereby the concession is made that no objection to the 
principle of using hymns in public worship can be validly 
raised. This also explains why objections from the point· 
of view of principle have never yet been made by any 
Synod of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands or 
bv any Synod of our own Church. In fact, our Synod 
(1890) has plainly shown itself to have no objection to 
the principle of using hymns in public worship, because 
to the Classis of Hackensack was conceded the right to 
use 192 hymns (called the Fifty-two Catechism Hymns). 

g) Our Svnod in 1928 definitelv committed itself in the 
matter of the principle involved by deciding as follows: 
"Although the Synod does, from the point of view of 
principle, not object to the introduction of hymns into 
our public worship, ...... " (Acta 1928, p. 48). 

h) ,Synod in 1928 was concerned about ob.iections of a 
practical or of a historical natur"'. Objections of this 
natnre must be explained largely from the fact that in 
the days preceding the Secession in the Netherlands, a 
collection of hymns, some of which were unsound in 
doctrine, was forced upon the churches and that every 
congregation was compelled to sing these hymns (Agenda 
I, pp. 2'()2, 2.(3). 

i) Not only among us but also among the Reformed 
Churches in the Netherlands, a movement to have a larger 
number of hymns in public worship is advancing. A 
committee, whose membership includes some of tbe 
leading men, has prepared a report favoring the intro
duction of more hymns and will submit this· report to 
their Svnod this summer., 

Rece'ived as information. 
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'5. In view of these considerations the committee ad
vises Synod that: 

Just as Synod in 1928 declared itself to have no objec
tion from the point of view of principle to the introduction 
of more hymns, this Synod declares that the objectious of 
a practical or of a historical nature to' the introduction 
of more hymns, do not justify a refusal of the request of 
the Classes of Grand Rapids East, Hackensack and Ost
friesland. Your committee therefore advises Synod to 
amend Article 69 of our Church .Orderin such a way th,at 
a synodically approved collection of hymns may be added 
to the nine hymns named in this Article, and to take steps 
to procnre such a collection which may be used in our 
public worship. 

Adopted. 

6. Your Committee further advises Synod that in order 
to comply with the request of these three Classes the fol-
lowing steps be taken: . ' 

a) that the advisory committee be continued; 
Adopted. 

b) that the advisory committee be instructed to formu
late a revision of Article 69 in such a way that the singing 
of the 150 Psalms of David shall remain a requirement for 
our puhlic worship but that our churches shall have the 
freedom also to sing a greater number of syuodically ap
proved hymns than is now permitted, this formulation to 
be presented to the uext ,Syuod; 

Adopted .. 

c) lhat the advisory committee be instructed to select 
from the 197 hymns what they shall deem to be the mini
mum number of hymns that will satisfy the needs of the 
churches as set forth above uuder 4d; and in case the ad
visory committee cannot find a satisfactory number 
among the 197 hymns, that the committee be permitted to 
seek elsewhere; . . . 

Adopted. 

d) that the advisory committee be instructed again to 
test- such minimum number of hymns from the point of 
view of the following requirements: doctrinal soundness, 
New Testament character, dignity and depth of devotional 
spirit, and clearness and beauty of expression; and that 
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throughout this testing the Committee keep in mind the 
criticism and suggestions concerning the 197 hymns, that 
have. been submitted. to the advisory committee. 

Adopted. 

e) that the report of the selection (see "c" above) by the 
advisory committee shall be distributed in printed form 
to the consistories at least nine months before the next 
Synod. 

Adopted. 

(7) Your Committee advises Synod to declare that the 
use of hymns shall not be made compulsory upon the 
churches., 

Adopted. 

(8) Your Committee advises Synod to declare that by 
accepting decisions 6 and 7 S'ynod has complied with the· 
overtures of the Classes of Illinois and Pella as far as is 
possible at the stage to which the. movement for the 
introduction of a greater number of hymns has now ad
vaneed. 

The Overture by Clqssis Illinois reads as follows: 
"Classis Illinois informs ,Synod that it favors the adoption. 
of a collection of hymns for congregational singing. 
Classis is convinced, however, that onr Church shonld 
remain chiefly a psalm-singing Church. It would strongly 
disapprove the introduction of a very large number of 
hymns. It urges Synod to adopt only such hymns as are 
specifically New Testament in spirit and language." 

The Overture by Classis Pella reads as follows: "Classis 
Pella dringt er bij de Synode op aan er voor te waken dat 
bij eeneventueele invoering van het vrije lied, het Psalm
gezang niet verwaarloosd en de Psalmenschat niet be
graven wor~e." ~ 

Adopted. 

(9) Relative to the Overture of the Consistory of the 
First Church of South Holland. Ill .• your committee ado 
vises Synod: 

a) In reply to ground u a" to sfate that the unity of the 
two Testaments is plainly taught in Scripture and firmly 
believed among us, but that to recognize a difference be
tween the two does not deny this unity. The unity of 
Scripture can be consistently maintained only when we 
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recognize and honor the fact that God has revealed HiIl1~ 
self progressively to man in Scripture. -

Adopted. 

b) In reply to grouud "b" to state that all are agreed 
that Christ is found in the O. T. Psalter, but only pro
phetically; and that it is quite consistent with a deep 
spiritual life to sing and worship in terms of fulfillment 
as well as in terms of prophecy. 

Adopted. 

c) In reply to ground "c" to state that it is readily 
admitted that the meaning of the Spirit often times went 
beyond the understanding of the human authors; but 
that this does not mean that we are justified to read the 
New Testament into the Old. This would be equivalent 
to sayiug that after the Psalter was given, further revela-
tion was virtually superfluous. '" . 

Adopted. 

d) In reply to ground "d" to state that the synodical 
decision regarding the more extensive use of hymns in 
onr pnblic ,worship has taken history into account. It 
may be true that hymns have in other denominations 
crowded the psalms to the background. The causes for 
this sitnation are, we believe, not inherent in the singing 
of hymns. . 

Adopted. 

e) In reply to ground "e" to state that the issue is not 
one of the comparative depth of psalms and hymns but 
instead, whether or not we should have some New Testa
ment hymns to supplement the. Old Testament Psalms. 

Adopted. 

f) In reply to ground "I" to refer the consistory to the 
consideration above under 4 t, h. .' 

Adopted. 

g) In reply to ground "g" to state that it contains 
assertions for which no proof is offered. First, the Con
sistory proceeds from the assumption (without offering 
proof) that chiefly among the English-speaking churches 
an aversion to the Psalter exists, and that from this aver
sion arises the desire for bymns. Secondly, the Consistory, 
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proceeding from this unproven assumption, asserts (again 
without proof) the conclusion that estrangement betwee.ll 
the English-speaking and the Holland-speaking churches 
must necessarily follow the introduction of more hymns. 

Adopfed. . 

h) In reply to ground "h," to state that unfamiliarity 
with the Psalter is no argument against the introduction 
of hymns if the desirability of the introduction of a 
larger number of hymns has been established on suf
ficiently weighty grounds. Moreover, the familiarity with 
the Psalter always depends on wbether in Catechism and 
Sunday School our Psalter is taught. 

Adopfed. 
(10) Relative to the Overture of the Consistory of 

Highland, Ind., your Committee advises Synod as follows: 
a) In reply to ground "a," to refer to considerations 

under 4a, f. 
Adopted. 
b) In reply to ground "b," to refer to con~iderations 

above: 4 f and h. Moreover, whatever the ScrIpture pas
sages cited by Highland may prove, they do not .prove 
that God commands us to sing Psalms exclusively in our 
public worship. 

Adopfed. 
c) In reply to ground "c," to state tbat the decisions of 

Synod will no doubt introduce a period of adaptation. 
During this period there will be of necessity some differ
ences between the various churches, but these differences 

. need not cause confusion. . 
Adopfed. 
d) In reply to ground "d," to state that the objection is 

answered in part by· the considerations above: 4 f and h. 
As for the elements in d not satisfied by these considera
tions, no reply is necessary since the consistory of High
land has not submitted sufficient proof to establish them. 

Adopted. 
III. Relative to the Matter of Choirs. 
A. The committee informs Synod that there is legally 

upon the table the report of an Advisory Committee on 
Choirs (Agenda II, p. 211ff). . 

Adopted as information. 
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B. Your committee advises Synod to decide as follows: 

Though the introduction of choir-singing is left to the 
discretion of the consistory, Synod nevertheless dis
courages choir-singing as a distinct element of public 
worship on the following grounds: 

(1) The danger exists that congregational singing shall 
be curtailed. 

(2) If the choir sings separately there is the difficulty 
of maintaining the principle of Article 69 of the Church 
Order. 

In cases where choirs exist or shall be introduced, 
Synod insists that only those Psalms or hymns shall be 
sung which are approved by Art. 69 of our Church Order; 
or such anthems which contain- only the exact words of 
. portions of Scripture. 

Adopted. 

ARTIKEL 91 
Prof. D. H. Kromminga closes this session with prayer .. 

ZESTIENDE ZITTING, DINSDAGNAMIDDAG, 24 JUNI 

ARTIKEL 92 
Nadat gezongen is Psalm 119:17, gaat Prof. W. Heyns 

voor in gebed. 

ARTIKEL 93 
Continuation of the Report of the Committee of Pre· 

advice on Matters of Church Order, Emeriti, etc. (Cf. 
Art. 83) : 

VIII. Report of the Committee on Rules of Synodical 
Procedure (cf. Agenda, Part I, p. 149 f.f.). 

(1) Your Committee advises Synod to accept this Report 
as infornla tion. 

So decided. 

(2) Your Committee advises Synod to adopt the Rules 
of Synodical Procedure proposed in this Report, but 
with a considerable number of changes. 
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After discussing some of the changes recommended hy 
the Committee of Preadvice, Synod decides to refer the 
whole matter to a new Committee, consisting of two per
sons, whose duty it shall be to study this matter with a 
view to the simplification of the Rules of Synodical Pro
cedure, and to report to the Synod of 1932. (Members, 
Art. 128, 19.) 

IX. Report of the Synodical Committee, (Supplement 
I, A). . 

. In connection with this Report, the following matters 
were submitted to your Committee for consideration: 

A. An invitation from De Gereforine'erde Kerken in 
Nederland to send a delegate or delegates to the meeting 
of their Synod to be held Angnst 18 and following days of 
this. year. Your Committee advises Synod to accept this invi
tation, and to appoint a delegate to bear our greetings to 
these churches. 

Adopted. The Cominittee on Appointments is instruct
ed to present a nomination of three persons from whom 
Synod will choose a delegate. (Cf. Art. 103.) 

B. The League of Evangelical Students requests Synod 
to lend moral support to the aims and aspirations of that 
movement. This request is strongly endorsed by the Fac

. nlly of our Seminary. Your Committee advises Synod to 
so express itself and to instruct the Stated Clerk to inform 
the League of said action. 

Adopted. 

C. The Back to the Bible Movement also asks Synod 
to endorse its movement. It is snggested that Synod pass' 
the following resolntion: Resolved, That this Synod, recog
nizing the need of greater knowledge of the Bible on the 
part of the people, endorse the "Back to the Bible Move
ment," which has for its general purposes a Bibl" being 
read daily in every home, a Bible being used by every Bible 

'. SchOol pupil, and the placing of Bibles in every church pew. 
Referred to the Stated Clerk of Synod and the Synodical 

Committee for further investigation. 
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D. A recommendation from a Con:imHtee appointed by 
the Synod of 1926 (see Acts, page 40); to investigate the 
labors of ftev. C. M. Loomis, reads as follows: 

Your Committee advises Synod to adopt the last state
ment in this letter, "that Mr. C. M. Loomis be not permitted 
to speak in our churches for the purpose of colleeling for 
any organization represented by him." Further that the 
Stated Clerk be instructed to inform our consistories of this 
decision. 

Adopted. 

E. There has come to Synod through its Stated Clerk 
a communication from the Committee on Presbyterian 
Unity of the United Presbyterian Church of North Ameri
ca, in which Synod is requested to appoint a committee rep
resenting our Church to sit in with a joint committee, al-. 
ready existing and representing five Presbyterian and Re
formed denominations, in order to perfect plans for effect
ing an organic union between all Presbyterian and Re
formed bodies on the basis of their existing Standards. 
The cooperating churches are: the Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S. A., the Presbyterian Church in the U. S.,the Re
formed Church in America, the Reformed Church in the 
U. S., and- the United Presbyterian Church of Korth 
America. 

It should here be added that the joint committee repre
senting these five bodies has already met in Pittsburgh last 
January and has passed the following resolutions: 

"L The committee of the conferring 'Churches express 
themselves as approving the organic union of these. 
Churches at the earliest moment. . -

"II. 
"a) 

"b) 

We recommend to the Church Courts appointing us: 
that we approve organic union with other Presby
terian and Reformed Churches on 'the basis of their 
existing standards; 
that our representatives be instructed, in cooperation 
with committees from other Presbyterian and Re- . 
formed Churches, to prepare a complete plan to 
make this organic union effective to be submitted for 
adoption to the properly constituted authorities of 
these Churches." . 
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It is proposed that Synod declare as .follows: . 
"However much we helieve in the unity of the Church of 

Jesus Christ, a unity which, though essentially spiritual, 
shpuld also as much as possible come to visible expres.sion 
in the organized Church; and, 

"However much we desire to cultivate the spirit of mu
tual understanding and cooperation between the Calvinistic 
branches of historical Christendom; . 

"We cannot cooperate in any movement whose avowed 
aim is to effectuate organic union between our Church and 
the five affiliated Churches mentioned above. Reasons: 

(1) The Christian Reformed Church stands foursquare 
for the Reformed interpretation of Christian truth 
as expressed iu its confessional standards, and can
uot consider an organic union with ecclesiastical 
bodies in which there is widespread indifference to
ward great essentials of the Reformed faith, such as 
we are persuaded is the case in at least one of the co
operating bodies; 

(2) In the struggle between Modernism and Orthodoxy 
which is raging in the historiC Christian Churches fo
day, the Christian Reformed Church stands com
mitted to the orthodox, biblical, and supernatural 
view of the Christian faith, and cannot consider or
ganic union with ecclesiastical bodies in which this 
position is not unequivocally affirmed and main
tained. It is a matter of common knowledge that in 
at least one of these cooperating denominafions Mod
ernism is not only tolerated ecclesiastically, but also 
openly propagated in pulpit, press, and theological 
education; " 

(3) The Christian Reformed Church maintains discipline 
over its members both in matters of doctrine and of 
Christian livilig. It believes that such discipline is . 
demanded by the Word of God and that it is indis
pensable for the welfare of the Church. We deeply 
deplore the fact that ecclesiastical discipline, as we 
conceive of it and as we believe a Church of the Re
formed persuasion should maintain it, has in smne 
of the five aforementioned cooperating Churches 
practically fallen into disuse, on which account we 
feel we cannot seriously contemplate organic union 
with them; 
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(4) In the matter of membership in secret, oathbonnd 
organizations the' Christian Reformed Chnrch not 
only holds that such membership is incompatible 
with membersbip in the Church, but also maintains 
and enforces this position by debarring from its 
membership those who are so affiliated. Organic 
union with the five aforementioned. cooperating 
Churches could be effected only at the expense of 
maintaining this prerequisite for church-member
ship, a sacrifice which we are not prepared to make. 

\Ve welcome all efforts which may lead to strengthening 
the bonds of true unity between the Churches of Christen
dom, and especially between those denominations whose 
creedal position is historically rooted in the Calvinistic Re
formation, but feel that for these reasons we cann.ot co
operate in any plan looking to organic union between the 
Christian Reformed Church and the five cooperating 
Churches mentioned above." 

Adopted. 

F. The Committee on Divorce, appointed by the last 
Synod, calls attention in a supplementary report to a ques
tion submitted to our Synod by the Churches of South 
Africa: "Door de Kerken van Zuid-Afrika wordt eveneens 
de vraag gesteld of het geoorIoofd is, dat iemand trouwt 
met de vrouw van zijn overIedene broeder?" (see Acts of 
SynoQ, 1924, page 90). The Committee states that it was 
unable to study this matter because the official document 
is not in its possession, and adds that it gladly awaits the 
instruction of Synod regarding the question whether it de-

, sires tbat we proceed in this matter, notwithstanding the 
absence of all official data. 

Your Committee advises Synod to instruct the Committee 
on Divorce'to study this question and to report to the next 
Synod. 

Adopted. (Cf.Committeememhers, Art. 128, 14.), 

ARTIKEL 94 

Continuation' of the Report of the Committee' of Pre-
'i advice iri re Missions (cf. Art. 43) : 

1-', 

t-~ 
I 
~' .. , 
j',. 



106 'CHRISTELIJKE GEREFORMEERDE, KERK . 

J. Election of Delegates at Large. 
(1) In connection with this matter we have considered 

the Overture of Classis Holland (Agenda, Part II, p. XVI). 
The proposed Article -differs in two respects from the 

present Article IV attached to the Articles of Association of 
the Mission Board (Acta 1928, p. 43). 

The Classis Holland overtnre proposes: 
(1) That the delegates at large be men "who are or have 

been Elders"; 
(2) That they have a deciding and not only an advisory 

vote. 
For the first proposal no gronnds are given, whereas for 

the second three grounds are furnished. 
Your Committee advises that the overture, in as far as it 

pnrposes to give the delegates at large a deciding vote in 
the Board of Missions, be adopted. 

Synod alter Art. IV of the By-Laws attached to the Articles 
of Association of the Mission Board of the Christian Re
formed Chnrch, to read as follows: . 

"This Board is composed of one representative of each 
Classis of the Christian Reformed Church, elected by these 
Classes and approved by Synod, and three delegates at large 
to be elected by Synod out of a nomination of six presented 
by the Mission Board, unless Synod desires to add nominees. 
The delegates at large shall also serve as members of the 
Execntive Committee." 
Gro~nds: 
(1) Experience during the past two years has proved the 

value of having such men, who have the training and 
judgment of business men, on the Board and Execu
tive Committee; 

(2) It seems like a slight cast upon these men to give 
them-only an advisory vote, as the Synod of 1928 did. 
They should have a deciding vote in all questions 
coming before the Board and the Executive Com
mittee; 

(3) Since these delegates at large are elected by Synod, 
and therefore represent. the whole Church, there can 
be no objection to the fact that they are chosen fpom 
Classes centrally located, so as to be able to attend 
all meetings of the Executive Committee without 
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uudue expense. To this may be added that it is 
recommended by the Board of Missions. 

Adopted. 

(2) To the six nominees proposed by the Mission Board, 
viz., J. Kos, R. Van Noord, E. Wieringa, D. Blocksma, H. R. 
Gezon, G. Trap, your Committee has added the names of 
H. Hekman, H. Denkema, and Jacob E. Feenstra, and ad
vises approbation of this nomination . 
. Approved . 

. (3) Your Committee .recommends that Synod proceed 
at this time to the election of three men, to serve as dele
gates at large, from this nomination. 

Adopted. 

The result of the election is that the following brethren 
are chosen as delegates at large: H. Hekman, H. Denkema, 
and J. Kos. Their alternates are R. Van Noord, E. Wieringa, 
and D. Blocksma. 

K. In view of the desirability of having men with busi
ness ability on the Board of Missions, your Committee re
quests that Synod remind the churches of a decision taken 
at the Synod of 1910 (Acta 1910, p. 22) by incorporating it 
in the Acts of this Synod. It reads thus: . 

"Aangezien Art. 4 van het Reglement der Heidenzending, 
in overeenstemming met presbyteriale Kerkregeering, 
ruimte laat voor de verkiezing van ouderlingen, zoowel als 
predikanten voor den Board, de Synode hierop de aandacht 
der Classes vestigt" (Acta 1910, p. 22). 

Adopted. (Continued in Art. 99.) . 

. ARTIKEL 95 
Ouderling D. Heuseveldt slui! deze zitting met dank

zegging en gebed. 

ZEVENTIENDE ZITTING, WOENSDAGMORGEN, 
25 JUNI 

ARTIKEL 96 
Psalter No. 49 is sung. Rev. A. Koning leads in prayer. 
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ARTIKEL 97 
The roll call shows that all delegates are present. 

ARTIKEL98 
The Acts of the fifteenth and the sixteenth session are 

read by the clerk, and approved by Synod after one 
correction has been made. 

ARTIKEL 99 
Continnation of the Report of the Committee of Pre

advice on Missions (d. Art. 94: 
II. Report of the General Home Missions Committee. 
A. Yonr Committee recommends that this Report be 

received for information and incorporated in the Acts of 
Synod. 

So decided ~see Supplement III). 
B. Proposals: 
(1) We recommend tbat Synod approve the proposed 

Budget for 1931 and 1932. This includes the grants for 
Canada towi\rd Mr. Wyenberg's salary, and that of a new 
missionary to labor in Western Canada, under auspices 
of Classis Pacific. 

PROPOSED PLAN AND BUDGET FOR HOME MISSIONS 
FOR 1931 AND 1932 

No. of 
Classes Fam. 

California ..... _______ .. __ 483 
Grand Rapids EasL __ 2786 
Grand Rapids WesL3387 
Holland .................... 1905 
Hudson-Hackensack..20'51 

~Illinois ____ ... ____ . ____ .. ___ .2730 
Muskegon ..... , .......... 1955 
Orange City __ .......... 1512 
Oostfriesland .. __________ 560 
Pacific _____________________ . 840 
Pella ........................ 1046 
Sioux Center _________ ... 1413 
WIsconsin ________________ 642 
Zeeland ...... : ............. 1576 
Midwest Canada 
Eastern Canada _____ _ 

Total 
Needed 

$10,200. 
8,170. 
7,370. 
4,700. 
4,500. 

? 
7,400. 
6,150. 
3,850. 

*11,215. 
3,300. 
7,700. 
? 

1,350. 

Must Raise 
Themselves 
$ 3,200. 

8,358. 
10,161. 

5,715. 
6,153. 

6;400. 
4,950. 
2,350. 
3,365. 
3,300. 
4,239. 

4,7.28. 

To Receive 
from Gen. 

Fund 
$ 7,000. 

1,000. 
1,200. 
1,500. 
7,850. 

3,461. 

2,700. 
t7,000. 

Must 
pay to 

Gen. Fund 
$ 483. 

2,974. 
6,178. 
2,920. 
3,704. 
2,730. 
1,955. 
1,512. 

560. 
840. 

1,046. 
1,413. 

642. 
4,954. 

Total. ..•................... $31,711. $31,911. 

* Includes $2,000 for new Missionary in Western Canada. + Includes $3,000 for portable church in Chatham (see point 3 below). 

Adopted. 
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-a) In connection with the proposed budget, your Com
mittee calls Synod's attention to tbe Overture of Classis 
California. (Agenda, Part II, pp. XIII to XV). 

The overture is as follows: 
"Classis requests Synod to grant Classis California aid 

from tbe General Home Mission Fund to the extent of 
$8,500.00 per year for 1930-1932. 

Explanation: 
The budget adopted by Classis for home mission work is 

as follows: 
Salaries of three Home Missionaries __ .. __ ........ __ .$ 6,000.00 
Auto allowance for three Home Missionaries____ 900.00 
Rent of two homes __________________ . __ . ____ .. ___ . _____ ... _____ .. _._ 1,200.00 
Sudsidy to Bellflower______________________________________________ 500.00 
Subsidy to Ontario __________ . ____ . ____ .. _____ . ____ ._ .... ______ .. __ 1,500',00 

"Incidental expenses (telephone, moving, etc.}____ 100.00 

TotaL __________________________________________________ $10,200_00 

Towards the raising of this budget, Classis of Califoruia 
can contribute as follows: 

Churches numbering a total of 461 families, as-
sessed at $3 per family, contribute ______ . _______ $ 1,383.00 

Mission Sations contribute _____ __ ,.. ____ ... ':____ 317.00 

TotaL _________________________________________________ $ 1,700_00 

Consequently Classis requests $8,500.00 in order that 
the budget may be met. 

Synod will observe that Classis requests $1,000.00 less 
than in 1928. This is remarkable, since work is being done 
in two more mission stations than in 1928, and one church 
is being heavily subsidized to enable it to call a pastor. That 
a smaller amount of aid is being requested is due to the 'fact 
that the Classis is growing in numbers and the mission sta
tions are contributing regularly to the Home Mission Fund 
of the Classis. Synod may expect that henceforth the 
amount of financial aid needed by Classis will steadily de
crease. Classis hopes to be able soon to bear its own home 
missionary burdens and to impart aid to others. 

Due to the blessing of God, Classis has succeeded in estab-
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lishing churches and mission stations in localities most 
strategically located from the standpoint of the agricultural 
and industrial development of California. Thus far our 
people have known this st(lte as a land for invalids and as a 
winter resort. However, California is at present advancing 
,apidly as a commercial and industrial state. Consequently 
California offers in addition to a salubrious climate increas
illgly hetter prospects for the husiness man and for the 
working man. Accordingly, to whatever locality in Califor
nia our people are most apt to go, our Church is prepared 
to keep in touch with them and to provide a church home 
for them. 

Moreover, Synod should consider that opposition to the 
Church of Christ, and especially to the principles.for which 
our Church stands is exceedingly bitter in California. There
fore, whatever our Church has begun there, must be vigor
ously prosecuted. Half-measures do not avail. Conse
quently Classis has aimed to provide every church and every 
mission station with the regular services of ordained 
ministers. 

Classis trusts that Synod will grant the request of our 
Classis as willingly as in 1928." 

In view of the extraordinary circumstances and special 
needs of the Home Mission Field of Classis California, your 
Committee advises tllat a special allowance of $1,500 per 
year from the Home Mission Fund be granted that Classis 

. for the next two years. 
Adopted. 

b) We also call Synod's attention to the overture from 
Classis Wisconsin (Agenda, Part II, p. XIII). The over· 
ture is as follows: 

"De Classis verzoekt de Synode om haar de som van 
$750.00 toe te staan uit de Algemeene Inwendige Zendings
kas, opdat wij Birnamwood's gemeente kunnen bijstaan in 
het verkrijgen van een leeraar. Indien ons dit niet toege
staan kan . worden, zullen wij als Classis het verzoek van 
Birnamwood tot handopenng moeten weigeren." 

Your Committee advises that this matter be placed in the 
hands of the General Home Mission Committee for investi-
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gation, and that it be left to Its best judgment in the matter. 
Ground: Your Committee is convinced that a better ar
rangement,than is proposed in the Agenda can be made. 

,Adopted. ' 

c) In re the grant toward Mr. Wyenberg's salary. 
Relative to this matter we can report that the support, up 

to $1,000 per annum till the 1932 Synod, toward the salary 
of the field agent at Winnipeg is conditioned on the willing
ness of the Winnipeg Reformed Immigrant Aid Society to 
have its field agent serve impartially all of the Railroad and 
Steamship Lines with which the Dire,ctor of Missions is able 
to make arrangements as to remuneration for the obtaining 
of employment of the new-comers, with a view to ulti
mately have the work maintain itself without financial aid 
coming from our side asa Church. We recommend that 
the Director of Missions be charged to take this up with the 
Winnipeg brethren. 

Adopted., 

(2) Church Building at Hamilton, Onto 
The General Home Missions Committee asks the approval 

of a grant of $3,000 from the Church Help Fund toward the 
'purchase of a Church at Hamilton, Ont. '(See Report of the 
Committee.) 

'Ve advise that Synod recommend the Hamilton congre
'gation to the' Church Help Fund for a loan to the extent of 
'$3,000, special offerings for this purpose to be requested of 
the churches in Classes Grand Rapids East, Grand Rapids 
West, Holland, Muskegon, and Zeeland. ' 

Adopted. 

(3) Church Building at Chatham, Onto 
The General Home Missions Committee asks Synod to 

allow the grant of $3,000 from the General Fund for the 
purchase and erection of a temporary, preferably portable 
church building at Chatham, Ont., this building to remain 
the property of the Christian Reformed Church. 

Your Committee advises that this request be granted. 
Adopted. 
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(4) Relation between the District Committees and the 
Classical Committees. 

The General Home Missions Committee asks for a clearer 
specification of the relation between these two. 

Since a new Order for Home Missions is about to be 
adopted (see Section VIII below), yonr Conimitt~e advises 
that this request be tabled. 

So decided. 

(5) We fnrther recommend that Synod take grateful 
cognizance of the receipt of 1500 guilders, contributed by 
the Reformed Churches of the Netherlands per Prof. Aal
ders, and the $100 obtained by the Secretary of Missions at 
Rotterdam. 

Adopted. 

C. Overtures of Classes California and Pacific: 
(1) "Classis California expresses its gratitude to Synod 

for financial help received dnring 1928-1930. 
Classis again requests Synod for aid in bearing the clas

sical expenses to the extent of 50 cents per family per 
. classical meeting. 

Reason: The same reason as given in 1928, when Classis 
suhmitted a similar request, holds today. The churches of 
the Classis of California are widely scattered not only with
in the State of California, but also in the State of New Mex
ico. As a result the expenses of meeting, even though Clas
sis meets only twice a year, are very high. Seldom does 
the assessment for the expenses of a classical meeting fall 
below $1.10 per family." . 

Your Committee advises that Synod assist' the Classis of 
California for the reasons given in its overture to the extent 
of 50c per family toward its classical expenses. 

Adopted. 

(2) "Classis Pacific verzoekt vriendelijk, dat de Synode 
haar nogmaals steune in het dragen der reiskosten voor de 

. Classicale vergaderingen. Deze reiskosten beloopen voor 
iedere vergadering $1.50 per gezin. Indien de Synode steunt 
met 50c per gezin, dan blijft het nog $1.00 per gezin voor 
de Classis." 
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Your Committee advises for the reason given in this over
ture, that Synod allow Classis Pacific 50c per family towards 
its Classical expenses. 

Adopted. 

III. The Report of "Kerkhulp." 
A. The Committee advises that the report (Agenda, 

Part II, pp. 236-239), be receivedfor.information. (Supple-
ment VII.) , -

So decided .. 

B. The "Kerkhulp" Committee raises a question in its 
Report (Agenda, Part II, pp. 236-237). We also find two 
overtures in the Agenda regarding this matter, one froni 
Classis California (Agenda, Part II, pp. ix-xi), and the other 
from Classis Pella (Agenda, Part II, pp. xi-xii). 

(1) The overture of Classis California follows: 
"Classis overtures Synod with reference to the Fund for 

Church Aid as follows: 
A. That-Synod shall express its disapproval of the prac

tice of recommending churches that are in financial diffi
culties to our people for special offerings that need not be 
repaid. Reasons: 

1) This practice is unjust. In the past well-established 
churches, temporarily embarrassed, have received
large sums which need not be repaid, while small and 
needy churches that have obtained aid from the Fund 
for Church Aid by the regular channels, have been re
quired to repay all that they have received; 

2) While offerings are being received throughout our de
nomination for individual churches, the Fund for 
Church Aid does not receive the necessary considera
tion, and as a result small and needy churches which 
expect aid from the Fund must wait a year or even 
longer. 

B. That Synod shall rule that in case a church requires 
immediate aid and is recommended to our people for a spe
cial offering, this church shall repay the money received to 
the Fund for Church Aid in the same manner as is done by 
churches that have received aid in the regular way. 
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Reason: 
In the past churches that were well-established but had 

suffered some unforeseen disastel', received rather large 
sums of money as gifts; while small churches, that needed 

. aid to obtain their church properties, co~ld obtain such aid 
only in the form of a loan .. ' Such procedure is very evident
ly an ulljust one, and recurrence of it ought to be made 
impossible. 

C. That as the method for repayment of sums received 
from the Fund for Church Aid, Synod shall adopt the fol
lowing: 

a) Churches that repay all money· received from the 
Fund in five years after the date on which the loan 
was made, shall receive a discount of 20% of the 
principal; . 

b) Churches that repay all money received from the 
Fund within ten years after the date on which the loan 
was made, shall receive a discount of 10% of the 
principal; -

c) Churches that repay all the money received Jrom the 
Fund within fifteen years after the date on which the 
loan was made, shall receive a discount of 5 % of the 
principal; _ 

d) Churches that Owe any of the money receive~ from 
the Fund fifteen years after the date on which the loan 
was made, shall be required to repay the principal 
entirely. Reasons: 
1) This method gives equal consideration to all; 
2) It encourages the prompt repayment of money 

borrowed by various churches from the Fund. 
Such repayment will render the Fund in a position 
to aid promptly all that are recommended by the 
Classes. One of the weaknesses of the method 
now in operation is that loans are held for a very 
long time, and the Fund, as a consequence, cannot 
aid promptly those churches that have been rec-
ommended; . 

3) Although the method proposed by Classis will, be
cause of the discounts, entail some loss for the 
Fund, this loss should be considered in the light of 
a gift (and therefore a' gain) for the deserving 
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~ church that has done its utmost to repay the money 
that was borrowed from the Fund. 

D. That Synod shall apply the benefit of discount as out
lined above in C also to churches that on January 1, 1931, 
owe'unpaid balances to the Fundfor Church Aid, the time 
being computed from January 1, 1931. 

Reasons: The same asunder C." 
,Your Committee recommends the adoption of this over-

ture. 
Adopted. 

(2) The overture <if Cfassis Pella, follows: 
"Aangezien de tegenwoordige wijze van handelen inzake 

Kerkhufp, noch de Comm. Kerkhulp, noeh de kerken be
vredigt, verzoekt de Classis Pella de Synode: ' 

1) Dat voortaan de collecten welke gevraagd worden van 
de kerken voor de gemeenteu welke brandschade, of 
anderszins verIiezen geleden hebben, dat zoodanige 
ontvangen geld en langs den weg van de Kas Kerkhulp 
gaan met de verplichting, dat deze gelden moeten te
rughetaald worden, evenals zulks verlangd wordt van 
hen die gelden ontvangen uit de Kas; < 

2) Dat de Comm. geen .hulp verleene of verzoek om spe
ciale collecten aan de kerken richtte, alvorens de be
hoeftige gemeente constateere: 
a) Hoeveel zij zelf kan doen; 
b) Hoeveel zij noodig heeft. Gronden: 

1. Gemeenten die daarvoor vergunning vragen en 
verkrijgen om collecten te vragen uit de ge
meenten der Kerk, staan niet onder de verplich
ting deze terug te betalen, hetwelk niet billijk is 
tegenover gemeenten die direct uit de Kas steun 
ontvaIigen, maar onder verplichtingstaan om 
deze uit te keeren zoodra daartoe in staat zijnde; 

2. Vaak wordt meer steun gegeven dan een ge
meente noodig heeft; 

3. Daardoor wordt gelegenheid gegeven om meer 
gemeenten te helpen in het verkrijgen van ker-
kelijke eigendommen; < 

4. De belangsteIling en het vertrouwen in' de Kas 
zou daardoor toenemen." 
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Your Committee advises: 
a) That the first part of Pella's overture is covered by 

that of California; 
b) . That the second part of Pella's overture be adopted 

and that it be added as part E of California's overture. 
So decided. 

C. Instructie van Coiton, So. Dak., gesteund door die 
van Classis Sioux Center (Agenda, Part II, pp~ xii en xiii).: 

"De Kerkeraad der Christe!ijke Gereformeerde gemeentc 
te Colton, So. Dak., komt nogmaals'met een dringend ver
zoek om door de Synode bij de gemeenten onzer Kerk aan
bevolen te worden voor een collecte (de gemeenten van 
Oassis Sioux Center uitgezonderd, daar zij reeds een collecte 
voor ons opnamen). 

Onze gronden voor dit verzoek zijn drieerIei: 
1) Onze gemeente is zelf niet bij machte hare schuld af 

te betalen; 
2) De weg, door de Synode van 1928 aangewezen, name

!ijk, een collecte in Classe Sioux Center, bleek niet vol
doende te zijn; 

3) Den 2den Nov., 1929, is onze bank te Colton gesloten. 
Het geld in de kassen onzer gemeente, toen in de bank, 
is daarom thans buiten .ons bereik. En een groot ge
deelte er van ontvangen wij niet terug. 21 Dec. was 
onze mortgage due. In de kas voor Schnlddelging was 
een gedeelte van het geld door gemeenten onzer Clas
sis ons gegeven. Ons plan was om dat geld op die "in
terest-bearing date" af te betalen op onze mortgage. 
Dat is ons nu echter onmogelijk geworden. 

Sommige leden der gemeente hadden ruim $1,000 
tijdelijk in bewaring in de bank, toen de bank geslo
ten werd; anderen minder. Dus ook het sluiten van 
deze bank juist op dezen tijd-toen er in ,Onze Schuld
delgingskas tamelijk veel tijdelijk in bewaring was-

. en toen leden der gemeente er tijdelijk geld in bewa
ring hadden (sommigen hadden juist hun tax betaald, 

. maar hun checks kwamen terug, en zij 'werden der
halve genoodzaakt hun tax nog eens te betalen), is een 
niet licht te achten financieele terugslag voor onzo 
gemeente." 
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Uwe Commissie adviseert dat de Synode de gemeente te 
Colton, So. Dak., bij Kerkhulp aanbevele, en dat -zij naar 
Art. 3 van het Reglement voor Kerkhulp ("in bijzondere ge
vaIlen heeft de Commissie het recht om gelden te schenken, 
doch zulk een schenking zal de goedkeuring der Synode 
moeten wegdragen") vrij zal zijn van-de verpli_chting den 
verleenden steun terug te hetalen. Grond: De financieele _ 
nood zooals die heschreven is in de instructie. . 

Referred to the Committee for "Kerkhulp" with power 
to act. 

, IV. Report of the Nathanael Institute. 
A. The Committee recommends that the report be re

ceived for information and printed in the Acts of this Synod. 
So decided. (See Supplement V.) 

B. Fnrther we advise that Synod request the Committee 
of the Nathanael Institnte to send its reports to Synod to its 
Stated Clerk in time to have them printed in the Agenda. 

Adopted. 

C. No financial report was received, hence the Commit
tee advises that Synod request the Nathanael Institute to 
present a financial report at our Synodical meetings. 

Adopted. 

D. The Proposed Budget of the Nathanael Institute, 
1930-1932, is-as follows: 

Salaries of 6 full-time and 5 part-time workers .... _.$15,404.00 
Fuel ................ ~........................................................... 400.00 
Gas, Electricity, Telephone. ________ .. ______________________ .. _____ 250.00 
Repair and Decorating _____ . ______ .. __________ .... ____ ,. ____________ .. 900.00 
Books, papers, tracts _____ .. _____ . ___________________ ... __________ .__ 800.00 
Dispensary ______ . ______ . __________________ ... ____________ . ___ .... ____ ... ____ 300.00 
Labor .................................................... : .................. , 200~00 
Insurance. __________________ ._. _____ ... ________ ... _______ " _____ . ______ ._____ 265.30 
Materials and miscellaneous ____________________________________ 300.00 
Annual interest __ ~___________________________________________________ __ 3,200.00 
Reduction of debt ____________________________________________________ 3,000.00 

Total annual budget __________________________________________________ $24,519.30 

In view of the economic condition of our country your 
- Committee judges that the contrihution of $1.10 per family 

annually for Jewish Missions, as recommended by the for-
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mer Syn()d, shonld not be increased and recommends 
that the Nathanael Institute be allowed $19,250 per year 
until riext Synod, it being understood that it shall proceed 
to the calling of a missionary which may necessitate cur
tailment in other activities. 

Adopted. 

V .. The Report of the Paterson Hebrew Mission. 
A. Your Comniittee advises that the Report of the 

Paterson Hebrew Mission (Agenda, Part II, pp. 242-244) 
be received for information (Supplement V). 

So decided. 

On motion it is decided to extend a v()te of thanks to 
Dr. Walter L. Dunning, who· gives his services to this 
Mission free of charge. 

B. No financial report was received. Synod requests 
the Paterson Hebrew Mission to send a financial report 
to our synodical gatherings in time to be· placed in the 
Agenda. 

So decided. 

C. The proposed Budget for the Paterso!, Hebrew 
Mission is as follows: 

Salaries ____________________________ $4,460_00 
Coal ______________________ ------------- 300.00 
Light ________________________________ 100.00 
Drugs _______________ ,________________ 300.00 
Sundries ________________ ..... _______ 300.00 
Incidentals . ____ .__________________ 540.00 

Total ____ , ___________________________ $6,000.00 

In view of the economic condition of our country we 
advise that the Paterson Hebrew Mission be allowed 
$5,500 annually till next Synod. 

Adopted • 

. VI. The Report of the Hoboken Seamen's Home. 
A.· The Report will be read. We advise ihat it be 

received for information and printed in tbe Acts of Synod. 
Adopted. (See ·Supplement X.) 
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B. Your Committee advises Synod to request that its 
reports. to Synod be 'sent to its .Stated Clerk 'in time, to 
have them printed in the Agenda. 

Adopted. 

C. . We recommend that Synod, since no financial 
report has been received, request the Eastern flome 
Mission Board to send a financial report to our synodical 
meetings in time to be placed in the Agenda. 
'Adopted. 

D .. The proposed annual _ budget for the Seamen's 
Home is as follows: 

SALARIES: 
Superintendent ______________ ... _________ .. __________ $ 
Asst. Superintendent _ .. ____ ... ___ . _____ .. ___ ... _ 
Janitor and Matron _. _____ ._. __ .... ____ . ________ _ 

RUNNING EXPENSES: 
Fuel ........................................................ $ 
Gas, Electricity ___ .. ______ . __ .... ___ ... ____ . _____ .. 
Repairs, maintenance __________ .. ____ .. _________ _ 

INTEREST and DEBT REDUCTION 
Annual Interest _. _____ . ____ ._~ ___ .. ____ .. __ .. ________ $ 
Reduction of Debt .... ____ . ______ . ___ .. __ . ___ ... __ 

2,000.00 
1,560.00 
1,560.00 

500.00 
600;00 
520.00 

1,260.00 
2,000.00 

$10,000.00 

to be received from the churches-44c per family an
nually . 
. Your Committee recommends that Synod approve of 

the proposed Budget, provided the deDt be reduced to 
the extent of $2,000 yearly. If the debt r.eduction is not 
obligatory yonr Commitfee recommends, in view of the 
economic conditions of our conntry, that .synod approve 
of a Budget of $8,000 annually. 

Adopted. 

VII. The Report of the Treasurer of the Jewish Mis
sion, G~neral Fund. 

A. The Report will be read. We advise that the report 
. be received for information and printed in the Acts of 

Synod. 
So decided. (See Supplement V.) 
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B. We recommend that Synod advise the Treasurer 
to send in his reports to Synod in time so that they can be 

. printed in the Agenda. 
Adopted. 

C. The Financial Report was received and has been 
audited in a satisfactory manner. We recommend that 
Synod receive this report for information, have it print-

. ed in the Acts of Syuod and urge our churches to support 
the cause of Jewish Missions liberally. The Budget of 
both the Nathanael Institute and the Paterson Hebrew 
Mission have been reduced to a minimum. An average 
contribution of $2.20 for 2 years per family is required to 
carry on the work among, the old covenant people. 

Adopted." (See Supplement V.) 

VIII. The Report of the Committee on Rules and 
Regulations for Home Missions. 

A. Materie. 
(1) Het Rapport der Commissie "In re Rules and 

Regulations for Home Missions (Agenda, Part I, pp. 4 If). 
(2) Instructie van Classis Pacific (Ageuda Part II, 

pp. VII): 
"De Synode aanvaarde het ontwerp voor een nieuwe 

orde voor de Inw. Zen ding, zooals voorgesteld door de 
Commissie daartoe benoemd op de Syuode van 1928 (Acta 
Synodi, Art. 143, Punt 22). Gronden: 

1) Volgens deze nieuwe orde vervallen de bezwaren, 
,die op de laatste Synode tegen· de voorgestelde 
"Rules and Regulations" werden ingebracht; 

2) Volgens dit plan komt het Inw. Zendingswerk opzui
verder basis te staan, terwijl: 
a) de classicale commissies blijven fungeeren als tot 

hiertoe; 
b) de district-commissies worden losgelaten; en 
c) de generale commissie door de Synode wordt be

noemd. 
(Classis Pacific.) 
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(3) Instructie van Classis Pella (Agenda, Part II, 
p. VIII): 

Classis Pella stelt aan de Synode voor dat de Synode her
zie·Art. I van de Regeling van de InwendifJe uending. vast
gesteld in 1910 (Acta Synodi 1910, p. 17), en ge-amendeerd 
in 1912 (Acta 1912, p. 12); en een artikel worde geplaatst 
in de vast te stellen Nieuwe Orde voor de Inw. Zending, 
waarin het recht van roeping en uitzending en regeling del' 
arbeid van Missionaire Leeraars wordt toegekend aan Ker
keraad, Classis of Synode, waarvan de betrokken zen ding 
uitgaat en waardoor zij gedreven word!. Gronden: 

1) In beginsel is dit reeds zoo aangenomen (Acta 1912, 
p. 12; Acta 1920, China Zendel., p. 83); 

2) Een onzer Classis voIgt reeds deze methode (Muske
gon) ; 

3) Dit van ouds kerkrechtelijk erkend (Rutgers, Kel'k
rechtelijke Adviezen, I., p. 324) ; 

4) De oude methode is meer schijn of vorm dan werke
lijkheid; 

5) Deze regeling is veiliger voor Classis; Gemeenten. en 
zendelingen. (Classis Pella.) 

B. Uwe Commissie adviseert: 
(1)', Dat het Rapport del' Commissie door de vorige 

Synode benoemd, met dank voor haardegelijken arbeid, 
voor kennisgeving worde aangenomen. 

Alzoo besloten. 

(2) Dat de Synode verklare dat zij om de redenen 
genoemd in de instructie van Classis Pacific, bereid is de 
Orde voor de Inwendige Zending in overweging te nemen. 

Alzoo besloten. 

(3) Dat de ,Synode een dankbaar gebruik make van 
den wenk gegeven in de instructie van Classis Pella. 

Alzoo besloten. 

C.' Uwe Commissie biedt thans de "Orde Voor De 
Inwendige Zending" del' Synode tel' goedkeuring aan., 
Hier en daar zijn eenige veranderingen en ,0. i. verbete
ringen aangebracht. 



122 CHRISTELIJKE GEREFORMEERDE KERR 

De Commissie stelt voor dat elk artikel afzonderlijk 
worde gelezen en vergeleken met het correspondeerend 
artikel in de Orde door de Commissie der -vorige Synode 
ontworpen, en dat daarna de lezing van het artikel worde -
vastgesteld. 

Alzoo besloten. De Orde voorde Inwendige Zen ding 
wordt aldus aangenomen en goedgekeurq,: 

ORDE VOOR DE INWENDIGE ZENDING 
Artikel 1.' Voor het werk rer Inwendige Zending zijn noodig: 
(a) Classicale Co-mmissies, wier taak zal zijn in dienst.der Classis 

de belangen 'van het Zendingswerk elk binnen eigen ressort te be
hartigen; 

(b) Een G.enerale Commisi!lie. wier taak zal zijn vanwege de 
Synode de directie te hebben van het Zendingswerk buiten de 
Classicale ressorten gelegen, en ten aanzien van het werk der Classis 
te doen wat noodig is in het belang van eenheid en samenwerking. 

DE CLASSICALE ZENDINGS COMMISSIES 

Ten bebehoeve van den arbeid der Generale Commissie adviseert 
de Synode dat de Classes de voIgende regelen voor de Classicale 
Zendings Commissie aannemen: 

Arlikel 2. Elke Classicale Zendings Commissie zal bestaan uit 
drie leden met liun secundi, door de Classis -verkozen voor den tijd 
van vier jaren, met twee-jaarlijksche aftreding beurtl?lings van twee 
leden en van een lid; hetzelfde oak te geld en voor hun secundi. 

(a) De verkiezing van Classicale Zendings Commissies zal piaats 
hebben op de voorjaars Classis van Synodale jaren. 

(b) De aan de Synode vQorgedragen personen tot leden van de 
Generale Gommissie zullen gekozen worden uit zulke leden del' 
Classicale Zendings Commissies, die pas voor vier jaren zijn be
noemd. 

Artikel 3. Het werk dezer Commissies zal..zijn: 

(a) Regeling van den arbeid der Zendeling-Ieeraars in dienst der 
Classis; 

(b) J1et omzien naar en aan de Classis voordragen van nieuwe 
Zendingsterreinen j , 

(c) De uitvoel'ing van wat haal' door de Classis wordt opgedragen. 

Artikel 4. Elke Classis heeft voor haal' eigen Zendingswerk een 
eigen Kas en het zelfstandig beheer er van. 

DE GENERALE ZENDINGS COMMISSIE 

Artiket 5. De Gene;rale Zendings Commissie zal bestaan uit door 
de Synode voor den tijd va-n vier jaren gek6zen leden del' l'espectieve 
Classicale Zendings Commissies, met den Zendings-Directeur als 
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ex-officio lid en Secretaris. Voor de verkiezing zal eIke betrokken
Classis uit hare Classicale Zendings Commissie een lid voordragen 
om als primus en een om als secundus te dienen. Met eike Synode 
zal de helft der-Ieden aftreden, maar de aftredenden zullen opnieuw 
voorgedragen en gekQzen kunnen worden. Voor de benoeming van 
deze leden worde in het DOg gehouden, dat permanentie zooveel 
mogelijk, in het belang is der zaak welke de Commissie di~nt. 

Arti"el 6. Het werk der Generale Commissie zal zijn: 
(a) De regeling en het bestuur van aIle Inwendig Zendingswerk 

buiten de Classicale ressorten gelegen; 
(b) Het'toezicht over heel het werk der Inwendige Zending ten 

einde met raad en- daad alIes zoo te helpen leiden, dat dit werk over 
heel het terrein harmonis'ch worde verricht, dat niet het een worde 
verzuimd en het 'ander dubbel verzorgd, en dat de Synodale be
sluiten door aIle betrokken partijen getrouw worden uitgevoerd; 

(c) De administratie van de Algemeene Kas, het beoordeelen der 
ingekomen aanvragen' om ondersteuning, en in SynodaJe jaren 'het 
dienen van de Synode met advies dienaangaande, alsmede het ont
werpen van een aan de SY,node voor te leggen budget; 

(d) Ret dienen van de Synode met een volledig Rapport; 
(e) Het uitvoeren van wat haar door de Synode wordt opge

dragen. 
Artikel 7. De Generale Co.mmissie zal in Synodale jaren ver

·gaderen, daartoe door den Zendings-Directeur tijdig bijeengeroepen. 

DE U1TVOERENDE COMMISSIE 

Artikel 8. De leden der Generale Commis~ie van Michigan en 
II~inois zullen een Uitvoerende Commissie uitmaken, ter uitvoering 
van besluiten der Generale Commissie, en voor 'regeling van in
tusschen opkomende, zoowel als spoedeischende zaken. Zooveel 
mogelijk moet voor de handelingen dezer Uitvoerende Commissie bij 
correspondentie de goedkeuring van de meerd-erheid der leden van 
de Generale Commissie verkregen worden. Ook zal de Uitvoerer;,de 
Commissie van de werkzaamheden harer vergaderingen aan al de 
leden der Generale Commissie volledig rapport doen toekomen. 

Artikel 9. Elk lid zal zijn Classis en CIassicale Zen dings Com
missie op de hoogte houden van de ver.richtingen der Generale Com
missie, en de Generale' Commissie zal daarvan verslag doen aan de 
Synode in h(lar Rapport. 

Artikel 10 .. Onkosten aan de vergaderingen der Generale Com_ 
missie en aan de Uitvoerende Commissie verbonden, zullen betaald 
worden uit de Algemeene Kas. 

DE ZENDlNGS.D1RECTEUR 

Artikel 11. De Zendings-Dir.ecteur zal een complete statistiek 
opmaken en bijhoud.j;m van de volgende bijzonderheden: 
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(a) Wat door elke Classis op haar terrein wordt verricht; 
(b) Hoeveel s~bsidie hu-lpbehoevende Kerken noodig hebben en 

hebben ontvangen; 
(c) Hoevele, Zendeling-Ieeraars in elke Classis bet te verrichten 

werk vereischt j 
(d) Welke salarissen in verschillende localiteiten deze zendings_ 

leeraars ontvangen; 
(e) Hoeveel ondersteuning elke Classis uit de Aigemeene Kas 

heeft genoten. 
Artike1 12. De gegevens voor deze statistiek zullen jaarlijks en 

tijdig den Zendings-Directeur verschaft worden door de leden der 
Generale Commissie, elk voor zijn eigen Classis. Op de basis van 
deze gegevens ~al de Generale Commissie 'voor elke Synode een 
budget voor de Inwendige Zending opmaken, en aan haar oordeel en 
goedkeuring onderwerpen. 

Artikel 13. Door den Zendings-Directeur zal de Generale Com
missie zich in contact steIlen en houden met de Kerken en Emigratie 
Bureaux in Nederland, met betrekking tot liit Nederland naar de 
Vereenigde Staten en Canada emigreerenden. 

DE ALGEMEENE KAS 
Artikel 14. Benevens de Classicale Kassen voor de Inwendige 

Zending zal er ook een Algemeene Kas der Inwendlge Zending zijn, 
die beheerd zal worden door de Generale Commissie. Deze Kas zal 
dienen tot bekostiging van aIle werk der Inwendige Zending dat op 
den weg ligt van de Kerk in 't gemeen. Voo,rts zal zij dienen tot onder
steuning van hulp-behoevende Classes. Over elk bedrag Van te 
verleenen hulp oordeelt en beslist de Sy.node. Voor deze Kas zal in 
aIle kerken' ten minste eenmaal per jaar gecollecteerd worden. 

Artikel 15. Aanvragen om .ondersteunhig uit deze Kas moeten 
elk jaar door de Classes intijds bij. den S,ecretaris der Generale Com
missie ingediend worden. 

Artikel 16. De Generale Commissie is geroepen in den loop des 
jaars den aan Classes toegezegden steun te verminderen, zoo door 
vertrek van een of meer Zendeling~leeraars of leeraars van gesuh
sidieerde gemeenten de uitgaven der Classes daalden. 

Artikel 17. Toegezegde ondersteuning behoort, tenzij er geen 
behoefte aan zijn mocht, ten volle uitbetaald te worden. De 
Generale Commissie zal daarom het recht en den plicht hebben om 
alles te doen wat gedaan kan worden am volle uitbetaling mogelijk 
te, maken, zooals b. v. door het uitschrijven van een speciale colle~te, 

Artikel 18. De Generale Commissie benoemt een Pe'nningmeester, 
die aIle gelden voor de Algemeene Kas zal ontvangen, maar niets zal 
pitkeeren dan op last van de Generale Commissie. 
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Artikel 19. Ret bedrag, waaraan de Algemeene Kas behoefte zal 
hebhen, zal door de Synode bepaald worden, tevens met aanwijzing 
van het benoodigde bedrag per huisgezin. In de niet Synodale jarell 
zal de Generale Commissie het recht bebben naar de omstandigheden 
elm budget vast te stellen. 

Adopted. 

On motion it is decided that the Director of Missions, 
Dr. B. Beets, shall be requested to translate this "Oide 
voor de Inwendige Zending" into English. (Vide Supple
ment XV!.) 

(Mission Report continued in Art. 102.) 

ARTIKEL 100 
This session is cIoeed with prayer by Elder J. J. Bolt. 

ACHTTIENDE. ZITTING, WOENSDAGNAMIDDAG, 
25 JUNI 

ARTIKEL 101 
Nadat gezongen is Psalm 119:3, gaat Ouderling A.Ten 

Harmsel voor in gebed. 

ARTIKEL 102 
Continuation of Report on Missions (cf. Art. 99) : 
D. Since Synod has accepted (Art. 99, VIII) the pro

po·sed "Rules and Regulations for Home Missions," your 
Committee recommends that the Classes be advised to elect 
the members who are to serve on the General Committee at 
their earliest convenience; that tbe election of these 
members be approved at this time by Synod; and-tbat until 
the General Committee, as defined in the Rules and Regula
tions, is constituted, the present arrangement be continued. 

Adopted. 

E. We submit for your consideration and approval 
changing the name "Home Missions Committee" to "Com

. mittee for Church Extension." Reasons: 
(1) The work of the Committee is one of Church Ex

tension; 
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(2) The name Home Missions Committee creates con
fusion; 

(3) Committees similar to our Home Missions Commit
tee are commonly called Committees for Chnrch 
Extension. 

Rejected. 

F.We advise that Synod authorize the General Home 
Missions Committee to hecome incorporated. 

Adopted. 

G. Wat de Instr)lctie van Classis Sioux Center betreft 
(Acta 128, p. 109), welke te vinden is in de Agenda, Part I, 
p. 16, adviseert uwe Commissie het advies der Commissie 
voor "Rules and Regulations" aante" nemen, n.I. niet op 
het verzoek van Sioux Center in te gaan, aangezien het con
creet geval heeft opgehouden te bestaan (Agenda, Part I, 
p.17). " 

Alzoo besloten. 

ARTIKEL 103 
The Committee for Appointments now submits a nomi

nation of three brethren, from whom Synod chooses Dr. 
Y. P. De Jong as delegate to the Synod of the "Gerefor
meerde Kerken in Nederland," to be held in August of this 
year. Rev. J. De Haan,Jr., is appointed as his alternate. 
(Cf. Art. 93, A.) 

On motion it is decided to allow the delegate two hundred 
dollaFs towards traveling expenses. 

ARTIKEL 104 
Continuation of the Report of the Committee of Pre

advice on Protests and Appeals (cf.Ar!. 76) :. 

V. " De Zaak Ds. Kamps. 
Bij uwe Commissie werd eenschrijven ingediend van Os. 

H. Kamps, waarin deze nogmaals de aandacht voor zijn 
zaak vraagt. Oil schrijven bevat een tweetal klachten: 
(1) dat de Synode zijn emeritaat nog niet heeft geappro
beerd; en (2) dat Classis Ostfriesland zijn emeritaat aan
vroeg op grond van het feit, dat hij cen zwak intellect ",n 
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een slecht karakter had. Vooral de laatste qualificeering, 
"slecht karakter," steekt den broeder. Hij beweert, dat de 
Glassis bim "gebrandmerkt heeft met een slecht karakter, 
en zegt, dat die laster moet worden weggenomen of bewe
zen. Zelfs bevat dil schrijven een ingewikkeld dreige

. ment: "Hoe het ook zij, broeders, de SYI10de zit er mee 
en moet recht doen, zoodat de laster worde weggenomen Of 
door grondig bewijs Of doorherroeping. Laat ons nietge
dreven worden tot inroeping van het burgerlijke recht." 

In verb and metdezelfde zaak had uwe Commissie het 
rapport van de Synodale Commissie, die door de Synode 
'van1928 benoemd werd,om de zaak van -Ds. Kamps aan 
een grondig onderzoek te onderwerpen enop de Synode. van· 
1930 to rapporteeren. Oit is een stnk van llbladzijden, 
bevattende al de notulen van den kerkeraad van ·Wright en 
van Classis Ostfriesland, die op de zaak van Ds. Kamps be
trekking hebben. Bij heel het onderzoek door de Commis
sie ingesteId, was ook .Ds. Kamps tegenwoordig. De op- . 

. merkingen, die hij in verband met de notnlel). maakte, wor
den in het rapport vermeld. Verder ging de Synodale Com
missie, bestaande uit de leeraren W. D. Vanderwerp en D. 
Hollebeek, nie!. Zij zegt, "Onze opdracht houdt niet in om 
een oordeel over deze zaak uit te spreken, aileen maar om 
een grondig onderzoek in te stellen, en we meenen dat we 
aan deze onze opdracht getrouw hebben voldaan." 

Uit het rapport blijkt uwe Commissie zeer duidelijk, dat 
het niet moeilijk zou zijn, om in heel het geding anedei 
fouten aan te wijzen, fouten van Ds. Kamps,fouten van 
den Kerkeraad te "'right, en fouten van Classis Ostfries
land. Zij acht het echter niet noodig, om deze allen te rele
veeren. Slechts wi! zij er in verb and met de tweede klacht, 
die het schrijven van Ds. Kamps bevat, op wijzen dat Clas
sis Ostfriesland hem geen "sIecht," maar een "zwak" ka
rakter toeschreef. 

Het rapport bevestigt wat reeds door de Synode van 1924 
is vastgesteld en 'op de Synode van 1926 in een rapport van 
G1assis OstfrieSland gezegd werd, namelijk, dat Ds. Kamps 
leeraar is "in good standing" (Acta 1924, p. 59; 1926, p. 160). 
Eveneens bevestigt het, wat de Commissie van Praeadvies 
op laat~tgenoemde Synode beweerde, namelijk, dat "de 
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granden op welke Classis Ostfriesland de emeriteering van 
Ds. Kamps aanvraagt" niet gedekt worden door Art. 13 
K. 0., tenzij men nitgaat van de gedachte, dat het "of an
derszins" van Art. 13 zulke gevallen dekt. Dit kan uwe 
Commissie niet met zekerheid uitmak,m, schoou zij het be
twijfelt. J. Jausen teekent hierbij aan in zijn werk over 
De Kerkenordening, Van de Dienslen, p. 355, ~'of anders
zins.in invaliditeit, gebreken, kwalen, en ongelukken." . 

Volgens het schrijvan Ds. Kamps wi! de broede, blijk
baa~ tweeerlei: (a) dat de Synode zijn emerit'l.at appro
beere; en (b) dat zij Classis Ostfriesland noodzake om de 
beleediging vervat in de door de Classis aangegeven gron-

. den voor zijn emeriteering terug te nemen, of om de inge
wikkelde besehuldiging met bewijzen te staven. En het 
laatste punt is volgens zijn schrijven het belangrijkste. 
Geef! de Synode hem daarin geen voldoening, dan kon hij 
zich weI eens genoodzaakt zien, om' het burgerlijke reeht 
in te roepen. 

Als kennisgeving aangenomen. 

Uwe Commissie a(jviseert de Synode: 
(1) Om Ds. Kamps met dit protest te verwijzen naar 

Classis Ostfriesland, aangezien dit protest, voorzoover uwe 
Commissie oordeelen kan, nooit ter Classis is geweest. 

Alzoo beslolen. 

(2) Om de emeriteering van Ds. Kamps vooralsnog niet 
te approbeeren, aangezien de broeder thans zelf protesteert 
tegen den grond, waarop zijn emeritaat wordt aanbevolen, 
en de gronden in Art. 13 geooemd niet aanwezig zijn. 

Alzoo beslolen. 

(3) Om Ds. Kamps ook in de volgende twee jaren (tot 
1932) eenigen stenn te verleenen uit de Emeritus Kas, de 
hoeveelheid door den Board te bepalen. 

Alzoo besloten. 

Rev. E. J. Krohne en Ouderlingen 'V. 'Bareman, H.H. 
Bosch en B. J. Bennink geven te kennen, dat zij met dit 
laatste besluit niet kunnen instemmen en verzoeken daar
van aanteekening in de Acta. 

Als kennisgeving aangenomen. 
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