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The Acts of the Synod of the Holland Christian Reformed Church 
Held in Grand Rapids, Michigan, June 4th, 1890, 

After the Rev. E. Bos, President of the Synod of 1888, had delivered his sermon on the 
evening preceding the Synodical Sessions, and had preached on I John 2:27, he now at the 
Morning session announces that the Delegates sing Ps. 135:2,3, after which he read a 
portion of Matt. 23, and then thus addressed the Delegates. 

My dear Brothers: 

"NO GOD, NO KING," this is the cry now uttered from the lips of mankind, and a whole army 
of anti-Christs, Communists, Nihilists, and Socialists, proclaim these dreadful principles 
thruout the day and the year in our fair land. 

And what Rabbinical and Pharisaical haughtiness governments here and there disclose, 
when they foster this spirit; the spirit of dissolution and destruction. This is straight 
from the great abyss. 

We acknowledge our Fathers and our Masters in our communal life, and sanction them also. 
And this we do for the sake of the Lord, and for his Word's sake, since we are bound to o~ 
serve all the 70les of man. And may our Lord spare us and our children from this godless 
stream, which attempts to overthrow his altar and his throne. 

This word of Christ can in no sense be applied to our public life. It points to a law_ 
ful government in the world and is guarded by Christ and his apostles. In that portion 
of Scripture which was read, the Lord Jesus speaks to his Church. It is a kingdom;but not 
of this world. It is indeed God's Kingdom, the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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My Brothers, ·\ve are assembled here as representatives of the Church of Christ. We are shown 
our positions, we are given our calling. 

No father, no master in our journey as pilgrims. 
Is this not so? If We meditate On this Word, is it not a people shown here, orphans 

without a King. 
Orphans are we, dear Brothers, and that without a King. 
We look up to no one here below. From no one do we expect a word of command. 
In God's Kingdom we may call no one Father nor Master. 
How poor, miserable and helpless we are in such a Kingdom. The citizens of this Kingdom 

are the most wretched of all peoples. Nobles were called to this Kingdom, but there were 
none. Luckily that none were found. And woe where they were. Then the Pope, the Cardinal , 
the Bishop, the priest appeared, also Books lettered in red, and dogma with it. 
A helpless people; a powerless people; a wretched Classl and in addition a disjointed 
heap. 

I repeat: without Father, without a Master, even without a Mother. Then would it not be 
well to discontinue once and for all the mention of a Mother Church here below.? God's 
Church, and we as a part of it are his bodYI he who was anointed after the order of 
Melchizedeck, concerning whom the Holy Scriptures state I w~thout a Father, without a Mother, 
without a family, without a reckoning. 

l God's Church does not find its fountainhead in an earthly Father, nor in an earthly 
1 Mother, !lor even in a family unit here below. Strangers are we, the believers here on earth, 

I·• One Kingdom of God; one Kingdom in the Heavens. As a citizen of God's Kingdom; no 
earthly Father, no reckoning of generations; only that Father who is in the Heavens, our 

·1 Fat~~. the free Jerusalem above, that is our Mother. God, the Lord deliver us from all fantas_ 
tic ideas of having a Mother Church anywhere. Our calling with those who make up the whole 
Church of God here, is to be without a F.lther, Mother,or a Master. 

According to human thought the State of God is poor, miserable, and exposed. Without rule 
" or order she lies exposed and in a state of helplessness. 

And yet, she is the city of God. 
And we, posses a heavenly'father. 

His is the Heavenly majesty, the eternal Father, almighty, full of Glory, the Fountainhead, 
the giver of all good. Father of all his children, the living God, ruling over the heavens 
from his lofty throne, over the earth, the sea, and the depths under the waters. 

This God then is our Father, he is both the Fountainhead, abd the basis for our existence. 
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We are his children; he keeps and protects and shelters us, the objects of his care. 
We lift up our prayers to that Father, the father of our Lord Jesus Christ. We also 

have a King, one is our Master, even Jesus Christ, God and Man, the Anointed. He teaches 
and instructs us. We his Church give constant heed to him. He prays for us and blesses us. 
Let us- cast our gaze on him, the Great High Priest of the House of God. "He is the King, the 
King of Zion. Thru his regal Word he commands us. May he be our only King, and may we 
submit to him,-truly to him alone. 

As severe as his command sounds: to acknowledge no Father, no Master, so natural is his 
command, to look up to the Father, him who is in the Heavens, and there with him the Christ, 
our Master. 

Therefore, My Brothers, let us understand that we are brothers in the house of the Lord. 
Let us once more with unity of mind, and with-oneness of-Spirit, be busy in matters per
taining to the Church, which we here on earth represent. May the Lord be our Law-giver, 

I our Ruler, our King. 
I So be it. 
! 
I 
I 
! 
I I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

The speaker now leads the Assembly in prayer. 

Art. 1. The Mandates are now read and the following delegates are present 
(The delegates are not listed, since this does not add to the translation) 
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The entire page lists the delegates, ending the list on" page 5. 
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Art. 2. The Officers of the Synod: L.J.Hulst, Pres. 
R.T.Kuiper, V.P. 
A Keizer, Clerk 
J.Fiemersma, Asst.Clerk. 

Art. 3. The President of the previous Synod, after expressing his appreciation to the 
Synod for the confidence in him, and afte~shing the new President success in his task; 
surrenders the Chair to the newly chosen President, the Rev. Hulst. 

The Rev. Hulst:takes the Chair, states that his task is a difficult one, and asks the Synod 
to have patience>wfth him as he conduots the Sessions. He asks for all the assistance the 
Vice-President can give him, and then prays that the Lord may bless his efforts. 

Art. 4. The President now asks the delegates to rise while the Formula of Unity is read,
and all the delegates respond to this with an audible "Yes". 

Art. 5. Time of the Sessions: A.M. 8:00-11:45; P.M. 2:00-5~45. 

Art. 6. The President calls to mind the passing of the brothers: the Revs. S. Baron, 
L. Rietdijk, and O. Stuit-. after which he welcomes the Ministers: the Revs. H.H.Diepering 
Langereis, P. Van Vlaanderen, H. Potgieter, Who have come to us from the Netherlands since 
the last Session of the Synod. He also welcomes the new Ministers, the Revs. E.Vanden Berge, 
A. Meijer, P.Van Vliet, E.Breen, J.Manni, Who have been placed in the Lord's Vineyard 
since the previous Synod. He also greets the Rev. S.L v.d. Beek, a delegate from Classis Hack_ 
ensack. Concerning the presence of the Professors, the Synod will abide by Art. 8 of the 
previous Synod. 
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Art. 7. The Revs. Noordewier, Post, and Schut are chosen to check the previous Minutes 
Synod 1888, for the Articles which need more discussion. 

Art. 8. The Rev. Plesscher was detained in his trip to the Synod, from Lincoln Ceneer, 
/ 



, nevertheless serris his greetings to the Synod. 

Art. 9. It is decided that the first Article of the Agenda, dealing with Hane Mission matters 
be given attention, so that there nay be a later report. A Committee is chosen for this. 

Art. 10 Matters pertaining to the Theological School will be up for discussion on Friday 
morning. 

Art. 11. The Rev. Noordewier reports on Home Mission Work, and this is accepted. 
See Supplenent I. 

Art. 12. The Missionary Pastors render their reports: 

a) The Rev. Breen states that he has carried- on his work in-seven Congregations. 
He states that he has worked with much joy and he feels that his work has been blessed. 
b) The Rev. Marcusse has visited only two Congregations, and he will accept a call to Lafay
ette, Indianna. 
c. The Rev. Van Vessum that he has also found much joy in his labors. Since the previous 
Synod, he has called om 511 families, 142 of which have been taken intm the Church either 
by Baptism or by Confession, he has conducted 235 Services, and has taken charge of 59 
Consistory Meetings 
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he conducted Catechism Classes for 98 times, served 17 communions, and officiated at 20 
Baptisms. Now he has accepted a call to Cincinnati,Ohio. He is to arrange with the Mission 
Committee, a suitable time for addressing the Synod in a worS of Farewell. 

Art. 13. The Rev. Schut reports on the monies received for the distribution of Bibles 
among the Heathen. It is decided to transfer these funds to the Rev. T. v.d. Bosch to be 
used now for the distribution of Bibles among the Indians. 

Art. 14. The Synodical Committee reports, and this is accepted. It is. included in the 
· Supplements under Supplement II. Communications are read from the Church in South Africa, 
and also from the old Reformed Church in Bentheim. 

Art. 15. Reporters are to have the same privileges as at previous Synods. (Art. 13, 1886) 
The Rev. Boer, the &titor of the "WAchter" falls under the same category. 

Art. 16. A Constitution for the Synodical Committee is-read, according to Art. 94,1888, 
and this is accepted "in toto". (See Supplement IV) 

Art. 17. Agenda II,2; Classis shall appoint the Curators in the followin~ manner: Classis 
· Hudson, 1; CI. Illinois,l; Cl.lowa,l; CI. Holland,2; Cl. Jrand.Rapids,2; CI. Muskegon,2, 
with the understanding that the Curators at present will function until September 1. 

· the travelling expenses of the Curatoes will be borne by the Church in general. 

Art. 18. Agenda III. Heathen Mission matters: a motion to place this in the hands of a 
Committee failed to pass. This is tabled Until a later SeSSion. 

Devotions and adjournment. 

June 10, A.M. Session. Page 8. 

The roll call shows additional delegates present as well as alternates. 

Art. 19 •. The previous Minute;; are read and accepted after a few changes. 

Art. 20. Heathen Mission matters are again under discussion. (Art. 18) It is decided that the 
· Heathen. Mission workers residing in our country, arri working on our own fields will be 
oermitted to attend the Synodical SeSSions, and in addition their travelling expenses 
will be paid by the Church. 



,After the Minutes have been read it was decided to add to Article 18, the toll owing 
iphrase:" inconjunction with and under the supervision of the Committee on Heathen Missions. 

,] Art. 21. Reports: 
',a) The Treasurer of the Dollar Fund reports. The REvs. Vander Werp and Van Vessum are chosen 
ito audit the Books, and report later. 
ib~ The report of the Elneritus Fund. (See Supplement V.) 
'ic) A Constitution for the above fund is read, (Art. 94, 1888) which is accepted and the 
~matter will be discussed article by article later. ~hile this matter is under discussion 
iAgenda V. is brought up: Classis Illinois proposes that the needs for the Elneritus Fund 
:jbe increased in the same manner in which the salaries Jlif the Professors are. But after 
ii this is discussed, it is decided to remain bv. the former decision. 
~This discussion end the Session. 

iDevotions and Intermission. 

!Art. 22. The discussion of the Rules for the Elneritus Fund are now dn order. After alter
ling some of the Articles, they are included in the Supplements • (See Supplement VI) A 
ICommittee is named besides the standing Commil:tee to discuss the whole matter and present a 
Ilater report. 
I The standing Committee consists of the Revs. Kuiper, Vander Werp, and Elder Van Bree. 

I.

" :,The"last namea.C6inmittee consists,of.the·.Revs •. E.v.d. Vries, .and.H~P6tgieter,.·.with,.the 
~lders A. Lanning and S.S, Postma. 
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. Art. 23. Agenda IV. A request is made to the Synod to have Art. 65 ot the General Rules re
vised. This Article reads: The question is put if a person under Censureship cancels his 
Membership in the Church; whether he then is outside the jurisdiction of the Church. The 
answer states that the Church then can do no more for this pitiable person. The Professors 
give their opinion on this and after much discussion, it is decided that this Article 
be declared void. and that it be removed. 

Art. 24. A repol:t is submitted by Classis Hudson, concerning the Mandate given her at the 
·previous Session of Synod (Art. 48,b) in regard to the union with the True Reformed Protest_ 
ant Dutch Church. The Synod accepts this report and then asks for more information on this. 
The Rev. S.I.v.d. Beek is given the floor and he speaks thusl . 

a/ It is now already nineteen years ago that a discussion of"a union was begun. 
b/ Since that time the .bonds between us have been visibly tightened, so that there even 

now is an exchange of pulpits, Holy Communion is celebrated together, and Certificates of 
Membership are exchanged. 

c/The Church had met with Classis Hudson and discussed a union, and bad agreed on every 
point but one which prevented it. In Doctrine and Church Order there was unity, but in 
addition to the Psalms, the fifty two hymns in connection with the fifty two Sundays are sung. 
They do not wish to force the use of these on us any more than they wish ours. 
d/ The report from Classis Hudson is accepted and placed in the Supplements, (VII) The 
matter is now referred to a Committee of five members, to report on this later. 
The Collllllittee: the Rev. Noordewier, v.d. Werp, Drukker, and Elders Keppel and Karsten. 
These represent Classis Hudson, and the Rev. De Baun will sit in in an advisory capacity. 

, . 

Art. 25. Agenda IV,l: concerning the E.B.P.Fund. This matter is placed in the hands of a Com
mittee, which will report later. 

Art. 26. Agenda, VII, Matters pertaining to the "Wachter" are discussed. 
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. 'rhe E'ditor is to be assisted'in his workby three persons in addition of a COlIIlIIittee ot Over
might. (See Art. 38 below) 

, Art. 27. The Synod appoints the Rev. P.VanVlaandren to prech the Synodical serBon on next 
Tuesday evening, since he is the last Minister arriving from the Netherlands~ 



------------------------~~====-~--

June 6, 

Art. 28. The Minutes of the two previous Sessions are read and accepted. It is decided 
to add this clause to Article 20. "in consultation with. and under the supervision of the 
Heathen Missionary Committee". 

Art. %9. The matter ot the Theological School is next in order. (See Article 10) 
The Reys. Hulst. ~oordewier~ and Slder Garvelink. named to find a suitable location for the 
Theological School. report on their findings. The first question to be answered: Does the 
School need its own Building? The Professors state their ooinions and feel that it would 
be most practicable if there were a separate building. But' they stated that there was an 
even greater need for a Library. After much discussion it was decided that a separate 
buUding would best answer the purpose. Then the question arose where the building should 
be placed. The Professors and the Curators are both asked to state their opinions. The 
Student "Corps "also presents a petition that the building be erected in Grand Rapids. 
Living conditions and housing are discussed, and these in connection with the salaries 
of the Professors. while this discussion has been going on the time for adjournment has 
come, and this Session ends with Devotions. 

Intermission. 

Art. )0. The time for adjournment is set for 5:00 P.M •• and the Sessions will resume at 
1:)0 P.M. on Monday. 

Art. )1. It is decided to discontinue the discussion of the Professors salariesand to' 
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Bonsider the location of the new School building at this time. Zeeland and Holland 
,are considered as the olaces suitable for the building, and a general discussion follows. 
As the time for adjournment approaches. and the matter is still under discussion, it 
is left unfinished until Monday afternoon. and will be taken up then. 

June 9, 1890, 

Art. )2. The President conveys the greetings of the Rev. Frieling, who is unable to attend 
the Sessions due to the serious illness of his wife. The rollcall shows some changes in 
the attendance of the delegates. 

Art. )). The location of the School is again up for discussion, and a number of the delegates 
express their opinions, and various places for the School are proposed. After the President 
l._ads the Synod in a prayer, the matter of a location is put to a vote. The vote will be a 
majority vote for a decision on the location. When the votes were counted, Grand Rapids 
received 70. Holland, .26; and Zeeland, 2. 

Art. 34 Choosin§ Trustees is next in order: The k6VS. Hulst and Noordewier retire. as well 
as the EJ.ders Garveling and Riddering. Brother Gelock has passed away. The Revs. Hulst and ... 
Noordewier are reelected,as well as Elder Garvelink. The new Trustees are the Rev. Bos and 
l!ll.der A. Van Bree. The Synod adjourns. 

pAge 12. The President is asked to bring this thought before the Delegates, that Miss 
l!ll.len vanden Berge, who presented such a tempting offe~o the Synod, in the form of a 
house and a lot, etc. should the Synod decide to locate in Holland, for the location of the 
Theological School; be thanked by the Synod for her generOSity. She will receive proper 
recognition for her generous offer in a communication from the Synod, and si~ed by the 
President and the Clerk of this Assembly. 

Art. )6. Concerning the building of the School, the Synod decides to put the Trusnees in 
charge of the matter, without stipulating the place in the City. the methods of procuring 
a olacs nor the costs. Before the construction can begin, the necessary funds must be 
assured or collecned. while the land on which the bUilding is to be placed may be purchased 
o.t once. 



Art. 37. The Rev. De Baun is the first person to contribute and that with the sum of 
$50.00 in memory of his late wife. The Rev. Noordewier presents $400.00 for the school 
and another $100.00 for the library, the Rev. Kuiper, $75.00 for the School and an 
additional $25.00 for the library. 

This generosity demands a,word of thanks to the donors, which the President does in 
the name of the Synod. He also orders this to be out into the Book of Minutes. 

Art. 38. Agenda VII, Art 26, This deals with the "WAchter" A COllDllittee cn oversight for 
the publication is named by acclamation. They-'are the Revs. Hulst, Ekster, Broene. And 
as assistants not three but twelvw are named who will contribute Articles for publication 
once eacR'month 

Art. 39. A Committee for the regulation of Emeritus matters is chosen. 
(COmmittee not listed in the translation) 
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Art. 40 The COllDllittee reports(Art. 25) 6n the E.B.P Fund. 
It is decided that Student B.H.Ennink will be supported by Classis Hudson; J. Vander Mey 
Qy Classis Muskegon; S. Koster and G.Berkhof by Classis Grand RApids; J. Groen, G. Jansen, 
and H. Walkotten,by Classis Holland. Classis Holland will receive .200.00 foom the General 
Fund for the Student Groen. The funds received later and returned to the Fund will be dist
ributed among the Classis which gave them, if they vcre under the jurisdiction of a Classis 
for a longer or a shorter period of time. 
The Reoort is accepted and after a few changeS included in the Minutes. 

Art. 41. Agenda VI, Art.2. in which Classis Iowa asks for a review of Art. 66 of the 
previous Session of Synod as fOllows: A committee from the E.B.P. Fund invite young men 
from their circles and send them th Grand Raoids, after a choice has been made, to take 
the Entrance Examinations at Grand RApids. It is decided: A Classis may send a student 
if he has completed his mtrance Examinations with the program set by the Synod. 

as foilowsl a/ A certification of Membershio from the Consistory, as well as a recommend
ation, or a recommendation from friends who are not Church Members. 

bl A statement of good conduct. 
c/ Signs of an inner piety. 

Art. 42. In regard to the placing of the Sunday School Lessons in the ·Wachter"(AgendaVII,2) 
these are to continue in the publication as formerly. In regard to reprints of the Lessons 
a.nd explanations, and a request for Suhday School Calendars; the Synod decides not to go 
into this matter at this time. 

Art. 43. Elder S.S. Postma is chosen as general Treasurer of the Theological School and Stu_ 
dent Fund. He is also to receive $50.00 annually for his services. 

44. The Committee on the union with the ••••• 

14. 

True Reformed Protestant Dutch Church(Art. 24) comes up for discussion. The Report on 
is accepted and a discussion follows at length. 

The Minutes are read and accepted,after some articles are altered a bit and improved 

The Synod continues a discussion on Art. 44 above. 

Art. 47. The Rev. W.G.Moorehead, D.D.foom Xenia is present as a delegate from the General 
Assembly of the United Presi>Yterian Church. He is presented to the Synod by the Rev. E. v.d. 
Berge. His Mandate is read and he is seated as a Corresponding member. 

Art. 48. The Rev. J. Keizer informs the Synod that Dr. M Veenboer has promised $25.00 to 
the Theological School. This will be recorded in the Minutes, and the Rev. Keizer will 
thank the Doctor in the name of the Synod. 



'i Mr. B. De Grad' and the Rev. L.J .Hulst each promise $50.00 and this is to be included 
lin the $6000.00 promised by the City of Grand Rapids. The Synod thanks these givers and 
l this gift will be included in the Minutes. 

I Art. 49. The discussion on Art. 46. is again resumed and it is decided: The SynOd accepts 
i the report on the union with the True Reformed Protestant Dutch Church, with the understand
! ing thB.tthey may use the 52 songs·· to-correspond with the 52 Sundays, in connection 
!w1th the Heidelberg catechism, butthe Holland and German Speaking Churches will not use these I (See the Committee report in Supplement VII.l, Furthermore this decision is to be sent to 
l Classis Hackensack and at the same time ... 

I I Page 15. 
I I a request-- to support -the- various fundsin the -Church. The--President extends the right hand 
lof fellowship to the Rev. S.I.Vander Beek, adding appropriate words and the Reverend 
i answers in kind asking for the Lord's blessing on the union. 

I Art 5O.Dr. W. G.·Mooreh~ad will address the Assembly and t~e Rev. De Baun thus addresses 
! him: 

Our dear Brother: I greet you in the name of the Holland Christian Reformed Church, and 
it gives us much pleasure to see you in our midst as a delegate from the United Presbyterian 
Church, and especially since your Church is so large and ours so small. We rejoice in the 
tact that we know and believe that you stand firm in the fundamental truths as formulated 
in the confessions in our Churches. In our times with-- an adulteration of doctrine and a 
weakening of the fundamentals in worship; we hope to strengthen our hearts, standing 
shoulder to shoulder, and opposing the forces of those-who stray or pppose it. 
The difference in language may be a hinderanoe to a union, but I can assure you that we 

are at your side working hand in hand for the spreading of Christ's Churoh here on earth. 
The Rev. Dr. Moorehead now replies: 

Mr. President and my dear Brothers:lt falls to my lot to convey the greetings of the 
general Assembly of our Church to you. May the peace and mercy of the Father of our Lord 
~flsue Christ be upon you. 

? I add that a Committee has been appointed to meet with your COmmittee, that we might 
~I;larn to know each other better,discuss our needs and the Fundamentals which are so dear 
,to us •. The above, I was to state in an official capaCity, and now permit me to add some
j:l~rsonal remarks. 
- I wish that for a few minutes I might have the gift of tongues, although here and there 
I am able to grasp a few words of your discussions, yet I must appear a foreigner to you-. 

I think we have much in common: we are both people from the old school. we desire to 
Ql1ng to the old and walk in old paths. There is no movement under foot to abbreviate our 
COnfession, or to change it in any way, but we shall cling firmly to the Doctrine , delivered 
M us by our fathers, and especially in these days of indifference and dispersal. I am 
'(!lry interested in what happens here, and have my reasons for the same. Two students who 
~tudied at our Seminary, and now work in your Church, do not put us to shame, nor do I 
believe that they do you. 

ft!icently we received a communication frOlll brother Kruidenier from Egypt, stating that he 
~lnds much enjoyment in his work there, and that he was making very good progress in the 

.~abic language. I shall not detain you much longer, but may I say this: that about six 
i :Years ago there was a trend against inspired Church Music. and also a trend toward Secret 
., ~qaieties, but this is no more, and what happened in the last few years, made a definite 

.tand on this subversive trend necessary. In this situation may we learn to know each other 
~tter. With brothess Kruidenier and e: v.d. Berge, and another brother of your denomination 
~th whom we correspond, the need of knowing each other better increases. May peace and 
lOve continue in your midst .. 
- The Speaker is then asked why a few churches have recently left the -denomination. He ans_ 

till1"8 that they produced a Brochure in which they stated that the change was made because 
~he Presbyterian Church U.S.A. which they had joined did more mission work than the United 
Prllsbyterian Church. They stated they knew nothing of the plan before the departed. 
OOnoerning Free M!sonry, as far as he knew no one was a member of that organization in the 

! 
.;!., 



,Pr'es~terv of the Western Synod, nevertheless they will not tolerate anyone who is a 
tlaesnbe,r of any Masonic Order. bl The Committee appointed for this matter now reports, (Supplement IX) The report is ac

and since the Rev. Rietdijk, one of the members of the Committee has passed away, 
Keppel is named in his pla,ce and the Committee is mandated by the Synod to seYVe another 

In the afternoon Session , when the Rev. Dr. Moorehead informs the Synod that he 
leave, he is questioned concerning the exchange of pulpits with ministers of other 

He states in reply that this happens very seldom, and if and when it soes, 
the pulpit is permitted only to those Ministers very closely allied in Doctrine, etc. 

informs the Synod that the General Assembly meets in Princeton, Indianna, the following 
, and he asks that a Committee be sent to the Assembly, whi~ will be as heartily 

Ir~lce,!v'ed by them as he was by us. " 
declareS that his'stay here has been a most enjoyable. one, , and. before he leaves he 
they may become better acquainted as time goes on. Our ancestors in Scotland had 

to endure during their persecutions even as your ancestors did in Holland. 
Let us keep this, our heritage in mind. 
The Rev. De Baun is requested to ask the Rev. 'Dr. Moorehead to convey the greetings of 

, the Synod, to the Church which delegated him, with the earnest wish for a closer union 
lind that the ancient landmarks be cherished by both churches. 

PAge 17. 

The Revs. Noordewier and v.d. Vries are chosen by the Synod to compute the 
this session of the Synod to the various churches. 

.' 
52. The Committee on travelling expenses reports and the report is accepted. 

53 The Report of the Committee on Home Missions is given, (Art., 9) and thiS is accepted 
discussed point by point. I~ some Articles it is advised to'record them in the Min~tes ' 

!l!','r.I.',n changes., In some parts where changes are made, these read as follows: 
President and Brothersl Your Committee has met and prayerfully considered all 

in the Agenda pertaining to Home Missions. It pleases us to report as followsl 
the Missionary Committee compose a Constitution and present same to the Curatorium 

also to the next Synod for its official sanction. ." 
The Rev. Van Vessumplans to leave his task as Missionary-Pastor, and he will or each 
sermon of farewell on the next Sunday evening. We would gladly have kept him' in this 

but his Sender has called him to Cincinnati, and in this we shall keep silent , 
\arlkf'ul, nevertheless, for all the good done to the Congregation by his work. 

The Comm±ttee presents the following for your consideration. a/An urgent re9uest has 
received from Harrison reading as follows: The request is made to the Synod, to 
as soon as possible, more assistance to the Western area of the United States,this 

the Home Mission Board, and if it be at all possible that the work be carried on 
Ministers and Students during their vacation periods. The Synod accepts this. 

Concerning the request from Classis Hudson, that Missionary Pastors be' not called 
a three year period has expired, ,without a good reason; the Committee asks the 

to disregard, this, ,as it might prove detrimental to the work of the Missionary. 
Synod also accepts this. 

01 The Committee advises that in case of an accident to a MiSSionary, ao be in a train 
it be left.. •..•. . 

18. 

the Committee to reimburse him in whole or in part during his inactivity. 
Synod deCides that in such a case offerings may be taken if necessary for defraying 

/ Concerning the travelling expenses of Missionaries wives, the Committee will not con
this, but the salary of the Missionary be increased by lso.oo. This the Synod does 

consider, nor will it enter upon a discussion of this, and thus remains by former dec i-



There are'at present twenty two Congregations who are asking for support from the H~e 
Mission Board, to assist in the support of their Ministers, or those who may receive Minister 
shortly in their Congregations. The entire request amounts to $3200.00. or this amount 
$650.00 must be paid out to Congregations which now have Ministers. With an eye on the 
H~e Mission Treasury, and wtth the usual collections fram the Churches, and with the 
hope of acquiring a second Home Missionary Pastor soon, it will be impossible to satisfy 

. all the requests; and thus the tommittee recommends the following. The following Churches 
will receive funds. 

(These are not translated) 
Bunde and Prinsburg willreceive $100.00 and the first of these Churches to get a Minister 
Will get this sum. Vriesland and Overisel,(Dakota) will get the same. 
with the above churches not listed this will amount to $1350.00. If the Committe is to 
keep its promises, more offerings need be taken in the Churches, and those who owe the 
M;l.ssion Board, should make evel"Jl effort to pay up their obligations at"" the earliest, 

. as there is great need for the funds. The Synod decided to add Beaverdam, Rotterdam, and 
aorculo to the list for $100.00 each. To LOdi, N.J. and Cleveland, West Side, $50.00 each. 

. Finally there are requests for financial assistance in building parsonages etc. 
Synod decides to take an offering for Firth, and the Clerk will make a request through 
~achter· fo this purpose. It also recommends an offering for Sheyboygan and for 

The COmmittee, H. Douwstra, Clerk. 

54. The Committee on the Emeritus Fund now reports. The Committee appointed by the 
~~mod for this purpose now reports ••••.• 

19. 
the firSt place the matter of the Rev. K. vanden Bosch was conSidered, who now receives 

.00 in place of the $300.00 which he formerly received. Your 60mmittee is of the opinion 
thie is to be the rule from now on with this brother , and if this is not s~tisfaatoDyj 

Reverend that he be referred to Articles 8 and 15 of the rules for Emeritation. 
to the widow Stuit, she is to receive $200.00 per year, and your Committee judges that 

be continued, and if this amount does nor satisfy her needs', she is to refer to Art. 15 
Rules for Emeritation. 
Rietdijk also falls under this fund. The stun on $50.00 is set aside for her for-' every 

monthe, as the Committee feels that $150.00 would suffice for her per year. 
Rev. Stadt receives $200.00 per Year, and this amount should not be reduced in his 

while the Rev. Coeling from now on ,is to receive $100.00 per year. 
request was also received from Classis.Io~~, with regard to the Rev. J. Geulker who 
a very weak physical condition, and the Classis asks for his· emeritation and that 

a period of two years, with an annual stipend of $500.00. The Committee was unable to g 
a definite answer to this request, and thus presents it to the Synod just as it was 
ved. The Committee. 

E. v.d. Vries, Clerk 
report is accepted, and it was further decided to accept the request of Classis Iowa 

:the monies' for this will be taken from the Emeritus Fund. The President informs the 
..... ,,"" of this ; he having absented himself from the Assembly while his request was 

discussion, and he thanks all the delegates for their liberality in granting his 

of adjournment is here and the Synod recesses until the following day. 

The Minutes are read and accepted after some minor changes. 

The Synod is informed that the Consistory ••••••••• 

Spring Street Church in Grand RApids reser-ves the right to protest against Art. 49 
Session of the Synod. The protest reads as follows: The undersigned, delegates of 

Synod, protest against the decision of the Synod, whereby Congregations organically 
with us, are given the freedom and the right to make use of the 52 songs, and that 

,~-~,'. with Art. 69 6f the Synod of Dordt. This protest rests on the follOwing factsl 
Article 69 becomes by this act a dead letter, and a new ruling thus takes its place, 
applies only to a part of our Church, as these two denominations will 900n be united. 



2/ By the amendment which was accepted with the Committee's report, this right is now grant 
ed to all Churches as soon as they become English-speaking Churches, i.e. the right to use 
the 52 songs in their services. Thus with this beginning. the songs will be introduced into 
all the Churches, with the idea that the Holland and German-speaking Churches. because of 
the difference in language. ~ll be deorived of their use for a time. . 

. 3/ We consider this in conflict,and very much so,with all sound principle in Church Order, 
that in one and the same ~oup of Churches. in an organic union with each other. two rules 
now hold, and we feel as a most unfortunate result of this the suoerimoosition of the new 

uoon the old. . . 
4/ The reoort of the Committee a~ell as the Amendment to it leads to opposition, since 

1t desires to work for a n organic unity. and yet the Churches of Classis Hackensack remain 
~;espec1a~ly circumscribed group ,and for the future when the union has been consumated. 

We ll1ean that after the union no one can mark any difference between them and others. 
5/ We believe that it was within the province of the Synod to find a means to come to a 

Ilnited agreement_with this group of Chuf]ches, so that our position would have remained clear 
and thus much difficulty and inconvenience could have been avoided, which difficulties,we 
tear,will occUr now. 

6/ It grieves us that by this union coming into being, the principal question, if songs 
are to be sung, has been decided, and that as a side issue. And we had very much wished 
that this Assembly had taken this under vpecial consideration. We desired this in part be"" 
l!4use the question .of songs in the Church is of such a delicate nature, in part, since we 
'1.till at all times meant to remain by the rule that at an open worship service. only God' s 
\fl:trd should be sung. 

Because of all the above reasons, we place this protest before your honorable Assembly 
~;nCB by our silence in this matter we would seem to have given consent. 

9ign~: J.H.Vos, Wm Brink. 
RApids, Michigan, June 2nd. l~O. 

~ 
The delegates from the Spring Street Church base their protest on the suPPosition 
with this union, in principle the introduction of songs(into Church worship) is 

JCE!p,.ea; yet the officers of Synod feel compelled to explain that just with the omission 
songs in the Holland and German speaking Churches, she·wished to forestall any such 

there were four other names Signed to the protest, which did not appear to 
the Synod. in which case the Synod found it necessary to delete these names. 

Signed by the officers of the Synod. 

57. The Revs. H. v.d. Wern and J. Post with Elder M. Notier were named as a Committee 
read the letters which had been sent to the Synod. and to report on these at a later time •. 

Point IX b, is in order concerning the organizations "~atrons of IndUBtry" 
and "Farmers Alliances: This is delegated to a Committee which will report later. 

Agendum, Point VIII. Classes Illipoisand Muskegon, concerning the delegates to Sy 
• Synod decides not to enter upon this matter. and to leave matters as they are; 
concerning delegates to the Synod and the time set for the Sessions • 

• 60. The ~resident brings up the proposal from Classis Holland, as follows: The Synod 
its attention to he movement in the Presbyterian Church, in the matter ot a change 

·Confession of Faith: It is decided that the Synod express its sincere sympathy to 
brothers in the Presbyterian Church of the U.S.A. who are and remain faithful to 
8 word in the question of revision ••••••• 

their Westminster Confession, and the Synod hopes and prays that they continue to oppose· 
deviations, and that they may be victorious in the struggle of all enemies of Jesus 
st, our universal head.' See Supplement X • 

• Agendum: The matter in regard to the questions to be asked at the installation 
"miemlJel~s into the Church, the questions in Article 69 of the General Regulations, to be 



brOught into line to a greater extent with those questions which are found at the end 
of the Compendium. It is decided to accept the following questions to be used.for the 
installition of persons joining th2 Church. 

a/ Do you acknowlrdge the Doctrine which is taught in the Old and New Testament, and the 
Articles of the Christian faith, and in the Christian Ghurch here, to be the true and only 
doctrine for salvation? 

b/ Do you promise thru God's grace to remain in this doctrine and to reject all heresies 
in conflict with it. and to live and walk in a new end holy life7 

c/-Andifindeedyoushould go astray, will you then submit to the discipline of the 
Church. and be subservient to the rule of the Church? 

With this the Session ends. Intermission. 

Art. 62. The report of the Committee chosen in Art. 58. It reads as follows: 
1/ We are not prepared to present a well organized report ·nor a judgment concerning the 

purpose ot the order of the "Patrons of Industry"nor to report the means by which they reach 
~heir desired goals. That the Order is a secret Order is shown by the fact that their 
methods of operation are shrouded in mystery. To this is added the social question. which 
1s closely allied With this order. and introduced early in the organization of same, so 
~hat no one can with any assurance say where his personal rights end and those of his 
tellow-man begin. 
. 2/ It may be stated that the organization is not bound together by a secret oath, but 

is a secret organization nevertheless. Hence the members of the organisation are sworn 
secrecy. even before they are cognizant of the true character of the order. 
3/ The ritual of the order is exactly like those of all secret organizations, and of 

*'.,uc:n a nature that a Christian who truly-desires to walk in a Godly path, cannot be 
. by joining such an order nor taking part in any of its activities. There are two 

nciple objections to this order •••••••• 

a) In the highest sense it is a mockery, and thus it become~a farce. 
b) It smacks of Heathenism. 

4/ It also seems to us that this order. oversteps the boundaries of civil rights. and that 
attempts to advocate a humanitarian ideal, which is in direct conflict with the spirit 
Christianity. There are reports concerning this order of a striDing for knowledge. 

and justice, etc.etc. When one considers how many such secret organizations 
for an anti-Christian ideal, then it is very dangerous for a Christian to ally 
with such an order. And on this point we would desire official proof. 

The order,With its fraternal secrecy and the rejection of others, appears to bring to 
added danger. for the communion of saints fou~ among Christian brethren, in the fact 

:''''LL'''''' are made which under other things makes it impossible to heed the first duty of 
Christian " to do good to those who are of the household of faith". 

6/ The Committee requests the Synod to permit it to collect more material and to send 
on to the Classes Holland. Grand RApids, and Muskegon. so that a denominational 

Lgmlen.t may be forth coming, and that thru the medium of the "Wachter" the public may 
acquainted With the facts. The Committee requests also that this include the "Unions· 

also the "Farmers Alliance" concerning which orders we are not prepared to make a 
at this time. Signed: The Rev. E. Bos, Pres. 

Dr. G. Vos. Clerk 
Rev. J, Keizer 
EJ.d er H. Beeuwkes 
EJ.der A. Lanning. 

Synod accepts this report but it is not approved. Instead this is decided. In the 
the "Patrons of Industry" Farmers Alliances, Unions, etc. the Synod directs the:::l 
first of all to Art. 90 of the Synod of 1886, with a public warning in matters of 
in the "WAchter: mentioned by the Committee in its report. The Synod charges the 
to continue its investigations. -

63. MAtters of general interest are now brought up before the Synod, as per the 
as follows: The Synod adopt the same method fro refunding travelling expenses to 

li~-teI'S from the Sast or the West,'ls those coming from foreign lands. 



T81s 18 accepted by the Synod with the understanding that the travelling expenses ot a 
Minister exceed the amount ot $50.00. . 

Art. 64. The following matter is now in order: ••••• 

Page 24. 

The Synod pass a judgment on the following: Must a young Men's Society qf our Church,bath 
in its organization and in··tts existence, and in its programs, be under the supervision of 
the Consistory1 The Synod will not enter tnto. thfs~. 

Art. 65. From the Agendum, the President presemte the following matter to the Synod. in 
which information is requested if Article 67 of the General Regulations is not in conflict 
~th I Corinthians 7:15. After information from Classis Musmegon on this, from which Classis 
t.his matter originated, the Professors advise the Synod. This. Article readsl If a man married 

another woman, his first wife having deserted him, can either be a member or a baptized 
hl19mt)er of the Church? The answer to this was., No. The iojynod also answers in the negative, 

adds, "unless for adultery". 

66. Another question: Can a man whose wife. was legally separated from him because of 
~N~UJ."ery, and then remarries while his first wife is still alive,be a member of the Church? 

answer: ~ no means • 

• 67. Reports by the Committee on Correspondence, see Art. 57. 
These show that there were letters containing greetings and well-wishes to the Synod from: 
Oostburg, Rochester, Sheridan, Hardewijk, and Montague, all of whom excused themselves 
not sending delegates to the Synod. 
letter from the Rev. W. Coeling with greetings to the Synod, and a request for ann 

c~es~as"~ca~ blessing on his second marriage. This is accepted as information, and the 
~el~a.,es are referred to Art. 68. of the General Regulations. 

communication from Chicago: the decision on this is to return it to its source. 

68 L The President presents a request listed in the Agenda from Classis Iowa, asktng '~""~ 
a German translation be made of the Formulas of Unity and of the Church Order of Dordt. 

Rev; Hemkes reports on this for the Committee named in Art. 96 of the SYnod of 188~. 
report shows that the German Formularies differ from ours on many pOints, so that the 
accedes to the request of Classis Iowa that the Formularies used in our Churches be 

, and assigns the tasi to the present Committee, and the Rev. Potgieter is added 
Committee in addition to the present committee members. 

a German weekl~nd the risks involved, is also under discussion. 

ends the Session. An Evening Session. 

The report on Heathen Missions is read and accepted and approved. See Supplement XI 
report. Committee members are now chmsen. 

A communication from the Rev. T.Vanden Bosch, our Indian MiSSionary, directed to 
a~'nod, which is accepted as information, and the Synod directs the Clerk to reply to 

the name of the Synod. 

71. A matter in the Agenda, by Classis Hudson: rne S.i.nod forbid any of our Churches to 
Ministers from the Reformed Church, unless such persons openly express a desire to 

with our church, and express that desire in writing. The Classis is referred to 
82 ,of the General Regulations. 

72'. The final point in 'the Agenda is brought to the attention of the Synod: The Synod 
Article 58 of the General Regulations, and requests that this article be recast and 

the responsibility rest not on the Consistory but on the Synod. The Synod.refers the 
mn[llV to Art. 69,b of the general Regulations. 



Art. 73. A notation from the Spring Steeet Church of Grand Rapids"is submitted to the 
Synod requesting that the Synod give a clear and understandable explanation of Article 68 
of our Church Order. 
a/ Explain the meaning of this Article, and state whether in must remain in full force 
as yet. . 
b/ State whether all persons who belong to our Church, or who intend to jOin, are bound 
by the requirements of this Article. 
The decision: THe Synod informs the Consistory of the Spring Street Church that their 
anxiety is put at rest by Art. 68 of the Church Order, which is signed by our Ministers 
and promoted by them • 

• 74. The Rev. R.T.Kuiper is chosen as a member of the Synodical Committee, and the Rev. 
as Treasurer of the Dollar Fund. The monies for this Fund are to be retained 

the Treasury for which they are intended has need of them. Brother P.Heyboer is 
llh,osfm as Comptroller of all the Church funds, the Student Fund eltcepted. 

75. Since the Book of Minutes has been filled, the Synod places it in the ~nds of the 
i3."4lrchivist. and a new Book will be supplied for the Minutes. 

a/ 
At a proposal from Chassis Muskegon, Synod decided to: have Baptismal Certificates 

Il~~.nt.ecl~or baptized members. The Offioers of the Synod will see to this. 
Agenda to the Consistories at an earlier date, more copies, and have timely 
of the contents explained in the "\vachter" by the editor. 

77. The Treasurer's report on the finances of the "Wachter" ·cannot be given at this 
A committee of OVersight Will function for the approval of the work accomplished. 

78. Letters are placed in the hands of the Synod from the Holland Classis of the 
,fo:mE.d· Church, as a result of Article 40, the last part, of the SYnod of 1886. These are 

as information. 

are approved the S~nod decides to adjourn until 1892. The Spring 
Congregation will act as the host for the next Assembly. (Grand RApids). The Ministers 
Grand RApids Churches are to thank the members of the Congregations for the friendly 

of the delegates, and the care extended to them while the Synod was in Session. 
now addresses the Delegates and since it is late, his remarks are brief. 

that we are most grateful to the Lord for his watch-care over the Assembly whUe 
Synod was in session. At the beginning of these seSSions, I thanked you for the honor 

me. and now I must thank you for the patience you have shown. We are now returning to 
homes. If remarks have been harsh. let us forgive ••••• 

let us hope that the Lord will lead us and give us to trust in Him. I am aging. Should 
present at the next Synod; I know not. Let the Lord be our Guide. 

Vice-President takes the floor, and in the name of the Synod thanks the President for 
.m~nner in which he has conducted the Sessions. He expresses the well-Wishes of the Synod 

the hope that the Reverend may be present at the following session in 1892. 
Clerk and his assistant are thanked fro their laborious task in the transcription of 

Minutes and the Synodical decisions. After the delegates sing Ps. 90:9 the President 
the Session with prayer. 

The Officers:(Rev.) 
II 

" n 

L.J • Hulst .• Pres. 
R.T.Kuiper, V.P. 
A. Keizer, Clerk. 
J. Riemersma. Asst. Clerk. 



21. Continued. 

Supplements pf the Synod of 1890. 

Supplement I. 

Report of the Mission (Home) Committee since the Synod of 1888. 

financial report is first listed in the Supplement, but it is omitted in the Trlln!llllt.1,on. 
28. 

reported in 1890, with the balance of the previous year amounted to $ 2J01.~a 
pel1tditw~es were $2213. 22. thus leaving a blllance of $88.00 with notes to the amount or 

the last two years the Rev. Rietdijk left the Committee by his departure from 
te]~so'n, N.J. to Muskegon, Michigan, and Brother H. Beeuwkes replaced him. To the sorrow 

soon after ,this he passed away. 
Rev. E. Broene left the Committee by moving !rom Jamestown to Grand RlI.pids, Ilnd til. 

H. Douwstra, his alternate, !rom Holland took his place. 
Missionary work was a very rewarding and a very blessed work, concerning which our 

." ... ,ominee" are anxious to report. 
caused us much sorrow tlLlearn that the Rev. Van Vessum felt it necessary to aooop1:. 

call to the Chuch in Cincinnati, thus losing one laborer for the vast regions ot~h111 
land. , The ,Synod should consider this phase of the work most seriously and support It 

its power. Signed, The Colllll1ittee. 

Revs. Vander Werp and Van Vessum had been chosen to audit the Mission Fund r,tnlh'IQI!!I 
found them correct. (The financial report of: the "Wachter" is not included 1n til!! 

Supplement II. 

of the Synodical Committee concerning the activities from 1888 to 1890. 

Brothers I 

.Co_ltt,ee has the honor of reporting on its activities since the Synod of 1888. 

Very soon after the Sessions of 1888, we received a communication from the old n.totmlld 
in Bentheim and Oostfriesland, asking ou pardon for not answering the 1nYiht1.ollto 

QYT10Q of ou Chuch, a matter which they had neglected. They stated the roa(lon tor ·~1l1$. 
forgotten the date of the Sessions of au Synod, and when it was called to bho 
of their Clerk the time had already elapsed. 

The invitation from the Christian Reformed Chuah in the Netherlands that. w ••• nd a 
was accepted by us. with the Rev. E.Bos as our delegate. 
answers of the Reformed Chuches of the Classes of Holland, Grand. RiVil1', 1M Wlll~ 

were sent on to us by the Clerk of their last Synod. ' 
".1.;0""",,, Hudson supports a request f'orm the Second Chuch of Pailerson tor iln ottllr1ng 

entire denilmination for the construction of' a Chuch and a Parlan.go, Wb!lll tb!l1 
what the Chuah and the Classis had already accomplished. 

On October 9, 1888, a communication was received from the Rev. FrllUng,.II'II./\j1fllr t,hil 
of the Student Lemkes, after he was considered by the Curators and.ttlt.ftilflllllnr8. 

I.~.~.... Lemkes, recently arrived from the Netherlands, had 1'aillild. :Ln~lf{_l\illit.1.!lnll 
and had presented himself here for an examination, requesting allp,!!l\.,:L lI.".lItln . .for 

, which it was impOSSible for them to grant. Brother Frhl1ngaIiKIllIi'llI'li! !lIYlll:ldtod 
to take up the matter. The reply to this was that this was not W1.tIl:Lntl'lilib !lpnIH'!! 

• nor could they see that said gentleman had been treated. unjultl;. 
The Rev. J. C. Voorhis from Hackensack, N.J. also sent, a cOllllllon1oa'll1Inll$ll!jl\ill bl\lit h". 

of the needs of his Congregation and other Chuch affairs,could flO :Lonl!ll':ttlMUofl 
preparation of the Sunday Schmol Lessons after the end ot tho Yl.llf'j HIll'. 'l'l11J Ot1f!lllI

accepted this letter. Then it was decided •••••••• 



30. 

transfer the work to Professor Boer until the following SOBBion of the Synod. Then the 
tion· was raised whether he wished to do this in English or in the Dutch Language. It was 

that if the English wa~ too difficult for him he could use the Dutch. The ·Professor 
this task upon himself, and stated that it might be a good idea to announce this in 

"WAchter"and then to ask if English Lessons were· desired; if there was a demand for the 
ILElss:on,s in English, he would attempt it. But if there were no demand he ·would use the Dutch 

Pleune, the Business Manager of the "Wachter" stated that the minute the Sunday 
Lessons were taken out of the "WAchter" and reprinted and distributed by a Mr. Tanis, 

"Wachter"lost many readers. The Committee seeing that this was not going according to 
nevertheless was helpless to stop it , and the following Synod will have this matter 
to its attention. . 

8. The question is put to Mr. Pleune how he will proceed if the treasury of the "Wachter' 
in "the red", and the printer cannot be paid. He states that he will have to reauest funds 

the Treasury of the theblbgtcaI.Schmol. 
Our correspondence with sister Churches was confined mostly with invitations to send 

l;Lelgat;eS to oy;r Synod. Invitations to the following Churches were issued, 
• The True Reformed Protestant Dutch Church in the East.(Classis Hackensack) 

reply was received from this Church. 
2. The Christian Reformed Church in the Netherlands. 

Church sent no reply. 
3. The Old Reformed Church at Bentheim. 

re<LLV was received from this Church. 
The Reformed Church in South Africa. 

lrJ,erl~.Y reply was recieved from the hand of·the 72_year old Rev. Postma. 
'~rl~n.~ the Synod for the confidence placed in us and for the opportunity to serve the 

in this canacity, and in conclusion we pray for the help and the guidance of our Hea-
FAther.' Signed: The Committee, The Revs. Hulst, Vos, Kuiper. 

Supplement III. 

from the Old Reformed Church in Bentheim 

Homland Christian Reformed Church in North America. 

communication from the hand of the Rev. J.H.Vos, of Grand Rapids, to the RevereRd 
Am"kA'~ at Veldhuizen, dated March 4, last was received at our Classical Assembly. You 

an invitation to your Synod of June 4, and the days following, in Grand RApids. 
Classis decided at this time to send only a letter to show our interest in our 
Church overseas. The letter follows: We Wish to express our gratitude first of all, 

invitation to have us send a delegate to your Synod. The expressions of your 
gladdens our hearts. 

now from US our ecclesiastical greeting. The Lord grant you hi.s blessin/!, his 
and his assistance: for yourselves as well as for your Assembly, that this may be a 

to your Church, and to the glory of God. From the old established Churches in this 
we can state that things are going well. At Emlenkamp both~ the membership and the in

of the Church are increasing. Other Congregations including van Laar are progress. 
but more slowly. Nevertheless, it will be some time before the Church will set 

e.for this area • 
. E1uden, where services were held for a time by a Minister not whUly suited tor this:· 
and where the Congregation has now been without a Minister for a whole year, the 

experienced a few troubles and matters became a cause for worry. 
the Classis has named ,a Committee at its last session, who are to meet with'the ~onsis. 
~den, and it shall make an effort to fill the unoccupied pulpit. 

Classis will advise anden as well as provide financial support. We hope that with 
o~nditions there may improve. Our Theological School, in many respects rests on the 

foot". The Treasury threatened to go into the "red H but this has been averted for 
being. Some of your Congregations were moved to send gifts to us. This assisted us 
financially. We feel once more obliged to thank you for this gift, 

! 



And while both you and we continue in the strui?/?le.il:gainst a common enemy, we pray thAI; 
may do this with the certain knowled"e of the communion of Saints, first of all, lind 
that the blessing of the Lord may be yours. 

Our "reetings in the Bord Jesue Christ, as your Brothers, and this by the above rtIlJII",1 

~""''''''Oi~. J. Schoenmaker, <'res. 
G. Noordhof, Clerk • 

. ~~J..L'Hun, MAy 6, 1890. 

A communication from the Church in Africa. 
Burgersdorp, 
April 21, 1890. 

J.H.Vos, Sec. of the Syn. Comm. of the Holland Christian Reformed Churtlh til 

the Lord, 
Your letter dated March 4, was received by us on the 19th of April. YbUr 

for a delegation from our Church to your Synod can be officially considNr~:1 by 
Assembly which will meet in May,1891, at Rustenburg in the Province of South Arrl!lll, 

this letter to the attention of all the Churches, ,however, by having it lnmllr~ild 111 
Church publication, the ~onthly Messenger". 
trust that you will be able to read a more recent communication from us form QUI' 1il,1\ 

IJUJ.'''''' ,Session on June 20. 
pleased I would be if I Were able to visit your Church in North America, lind it IIfl11 

once, and at that time also meet some old acquaintances, Derhaps, But my ago, nlll !ltl!\lbt, 
be a rarrier to that wish. On the tenth of January, I celebrated my 72nd birthdlY, 
October, 1888, I became seriously ill, and the recovery from this has beon Vi'!1';f 1I10W, 

now I am beginning to feel like my former self again, and I have resumed my wor\e It, th!! 
School once more, and that since February 1889. Now and then I havo d~i! ilIU1t\Uot,ed 

in various Churches. If I may not seem too bold, may I request the fel101til~~illll!l 
your Synod, and tell them I am aging but that I in no way feel my age, nor 1.1!1 ilit.hllr 

nor. my hearing impaired. 
's grace is great where I am concerned, I,who am his unworthy servant. With ~h!lllrl,v!H' 

God's Holy Spirit lead you in all truth, I am, your brother in the Lord. 
D. Postma, Gen. Correspond'II~. 

Supplement IV. 

for the Synodical Committee of the Holland Christian Reformed OhUl'6h ill 

The Synodical Committee of the Holland Christian Reformed Church 111 N6t't,h Amllrtoll. 
Imp'OSE,<l of three members. 

• The members of this Committee are chosen from among the Minilltl'!l'1!! o.i' th!! Ohuroh lind 
• Every second year one member retires from the Committee, who may \:Ill r!!~illil(!tlild. 

3. One member of the Committee shall function as the President, onti lUI iI!iot'l'!t,Ar,Y, one 
Treasurer. 

This Committee carries out all the instructions mandatlld to 1t by th§ Synod. 

The Committee carries on a correspondence with sister Churohes in oth0l' lands, 
the communications from other Churches directed to it, informs othel'8 of thD contents 
communications, if necessary, and answer them as the senders request. 

any Classis demands it. advice will be forthcoming from the CommHtae, in matters 
'U""a"C~, but it will never infringe upon the rights of Con~regations nor Congregational 

,nor upon its activities. 



, Art. 7. Should a Classis make a decision loIhich is of common l,n~gl'est. or should II mil tter 
be brought up wlich demands the co-operation of all the Chul'ohllllil. Ans such a matter ottnnot 
wait until a next Synodical SeSSion, the Synodical Commith@ will function in such II. cttn",. 

, and if need be support it. 

Art. 8. All correspondence or dealings of the Committee ••••• 
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publication, will be inserted in the "Wachtf)r~ t,htJ Church publication. 

At each Session of the Synod, the Commi ttee present~ 11 wriMen report concerning 
activities since the previous Session of the Synod. 

10.To cover the necessary expenses of the Committee, tho Committee may request th" 
Treasurer to reimburse the membrrs of the Committtlill 1I1I:1I:\.n!lt the receipts. 

11. Any careless move or any error against said ConstituHon, will cause the lIoi;1,(Jrm 
the Committee in regard to the thurch to be void and of no power. 

12, This Constitution was brought forth bt order of tho Synod of 1888, and becam~ 1n 
in tBe year, 1890, and it will remain in force until th .. Synod sees fit to chnnlt,!l Ullliil, 

at the Synod of the Holland Christian Reformed Church in North America, of Jun\'l :1, 1690. 
Signed: L.J.Hulst, Pres. 

J.H.Vos, Clerk. 
R.T.Kuiper Treas. 

Supplement v. 
in charge of the Emeritus Fund of tho Holland ~hristian 

Church of America, to the Synod of said Church, assambhd in Grand RApids, M1,ah. 
and the following days. 

Assemblyz 
With a common feeling of depression and sorrow, and yet with humble grat1tud", 

on our activities inbehalf of the Emeritus'Fund. 

stated, "with a feeling of depression and sorrow" and this for more than one l"111~en, 
the first place because our faithful Treasurer, Brother Gelock, loIho so faithfuUy 
the Church, and rel<arded the needs of the retil.'sd Ministers, their widows, lind ttl .. 
, was very suddenly taken by death on October 2~, 1889, and in the second plllOn, b/ 
we did not receive the reQumred support which was necessary for supplying ttl@ n~~dm 

those under this category. Nor did we receive all the funds frOlll the supportltHi, 
, but rather from ,both recipients and from the supporters a voice of disapprovill. 
there id cause for gratitude for the place vacated by our Brother Gelock,d00i'illtIlKI. 
filled by our Brother VAn Bree, and b/ because there was not so great a IlhOrtlllt,I! 1111 

previous Synod, since when the Churches were informed, so many of them responded lind 
increased. 

rel·1:~le.l,eSS we shall inform you of a few of the details of our work. We feel ,tl\l!t thill 
essary, because too much has appeared in regard to this fund by persons writ-inti; About 

, other things that the Elneritus fund was certainly in need of revision, l1li IIlma 
in the Agenda, and that this is deSired at least by twa Classes. A cOno180 lind 
e account of the activities and the experiences of the COmmittee,and of th .. oor~

the Treasury will ceftainly be enlightening. 
the report to the Synod of 1888, for a two year period, there was a def1Q;lt or $111'3.00' 

then decidedz 
To ask all the Congregations to make an earnest at tempt to OWIf'OOntr, 

t, by paying only one half of the Synodical exoense, and to recommllnd th1~ fund 
on, (Art. 52) and we can inform the Synod that the reminder to theConp;rilgnt.lonu 

very effective. 



a few Congregations be delinquent, this will become /,lppII,rl\\llt. in the report of th" 
!~'es,s~~e'r, and then the matter can be rectified. 

The Committee was also mandated to draw UP a Constitution lIud to BUbmit the saml' to II", 
Curators, the, Trustees, and to the Synodical' Committee( Art. 9/',) IHid this has been 00"'1" "I"" 
in so far as we were able, so .that the various decisions haw' b""u collected from tit" A"I,,, 
Of the Synod, and in addition, other regulations have b-:>en 1'ol'lllu11l Led which the Comml Un" 
~hought necessary to fulfill future needs. The complete refl,u1lltlou@ have. been_submitL.,,' I.;.; 

1[OElrt;al.n Brothers d8signa ted for this, that they might pass ,judj!;lll!ltlL on these regull\L \.0"", 
these are now, with a few changes submitted to the Synod t'or HI! approval. 

At the last Sessions of the Synod there were four Ministtlr!l tlm@ritus, but since UI"n, 
Ministers present at the last session have passed away, olltlh 01' whom left a widow, !llltl 
ten children between them •••••• 

I , 
of whom received support from the '!\neritus Fund and thus iMl"OIlScd the outgo grollLt,Y. I 
shortly after our previous Synod , we were saddened by thl! dill! th of our youthful (lo •• l!l~ ! 
, the Rev. O~ Stuit, reported to us from Cincinnati, Ohio. Although the small COllll!l'''~ '!'._ 

an exemplary manner by at first providing for tho lltJllds of the widow and h,,\' 
and by presenting her with the sum of $400.00 at hEll' d@pllrture, neverthelo~H t'I,V 

inquiry, it was deemed necessary to assist her financilllly. The Committee, ttl /j{j 

it· was able and obliged to do, considering the circumstanofl9, had decided on a 
amount for her support, and a small bonus in addition to this. It can be , Ilffl tll.AC 

Co:ns:lsi;ory, that this support was not sufficient, in which the Qynod can fill 1 r\ "'Ilib 
is lacking. The Treasurer can and will report on the amount which the widow rectli,v",j, 

Then on August 6, 1889, our honorable brother in the work of the Church, the Rev. L .. 
passed away in tluskegon, Michigan, and on the second of 5ept~ we received a 

from the ConSistory of that Congregation, the Congregation having met on AUI{.1l6 
us of their deciSion that the Congregation would pay the widow the salary up to 

25., and that the widow night remain in the parsonage until a new minister would 
a call to the Church. And then at this time her needs would be the responsibiltt.v or 

\Jvu ..... ttee of the Fmeritus fund. At some time later, after much had been written in th" 
the widow herself wrote to the Committee and stated that she both needed and dt'!Nb'<!i 

(with her seven children) and after the Committee had investigated her financial 
• it stipulated a definite amount for her, and continued with this. We would gladly 

the sanction of the Synod on these matters. 
Committee met in two sessions, the first being in South Holland, since our Brol~lliH' 

, now deceased, was in Illinois at that time visiting friends and relatives, at, wlltoll 
these matters were under discussion. but concerning which no Minutes were taken, ttnt! 
the sixteem;h of October. 1889, at which time the Synodical Committee was prM<'lnt, tl,Y 
tion, the Committee being the Revs. J.E.Vos and L.J.Eulst. 
this Session the Constitution l;as formulated for the Fmeritus Fund, and aftor I~hl" TI 

and a number of changes had been made, it was accepted temporarHy, iHld Ill!,"" I 
presented to the Synod for its approval. I 
is necessary that w"!mentton the cases of our two retired ministers....... I 

S. Baron of Sast Holland, and the Rev. K. VAnden gosch of Grand 
summ:onled to meet with us. The reasons for this were these: We had been illlGN!lll 

sources that neither one of thes Ministers should receive monies 
This' resulted in a refusal by some to contribute to this fund, and 

e becam~ niggardly in their offerings. 
Rev. BAron, due to advanced age and physical infirmity, could not 

a letter, in answer to one from the Treasurer, ,stating that 
in the Emeritus Treasury, and because of the addition of two 

be cut in half, namelY form $200.00 to $100.00. He stated that 
gift both to the Church and to the Elneritus Fund. T,.,e Commit to!} w!ill 

a letter of thanks was sent to him for his liberality. But h:!'!! 
IllolrtS. were not satisfied with the new arrahgements which lid hAd 

cancel the balance of the amount due him, and thus deoliflll (;Ill!! 
carried out this requestbut then another letter was rllo(j:\'V"d 



LAter we were infonned thru the"Press" that our Brother had passed away, and that at " "~I t'" 
old age, and with this the whole matter came to an end. 

The Rev. Van den Bosch was present in person. Since comolaints had also been heard n,,"_ 
cerning h.is pension, the Committee was anxious to discuss this matter with him. To OUr' 

sorrow, 'it was most difficult .to discuss this with him; since he felt that he had been 
Ilr'ea.tl.v wronged. After Ilis departur" and after the Committee discussed his case, it WIW 

that due to the paucity of funds in the, Tr~asury, the amount to .be alloted to hl,i, 
!ijj~rom DOW on was to be $150.00 annually, and that this was to take effect during the nOK!. 

·ltJ~mlrter. The Secretary informed t.he Reverend of this and the Treasurer acted accordif1!(l,r, 
the Reverend recieves one half of the amount which he formerly received, i. e. be.flll'" 
death of his first wife. The Brother was most dissatisfied with this new set-up IlnJi 

most indignantly at the recent arrangement by frequent communications with UI" 
Committee. The Committee, however remained adamant, and it now asks the Synod Lfl 

his case thoroughly and thus to .ascertain whether the Committee acted fairly or nOt., 
fault is found with the actions of the Committee, then the Reverend should be """ 

nbllN;edl. and then steps should be taken in the future which can withstand any cr1tiol.~,n 
according to which the Committee can act. 

38. 

the two remaining Ministers receiving emeritus funds, the Revs. Coeling and Stlldt; 
]Ln,ln~ need be reported except the usual correspondence. 

Since the needs of the emeritus fund increased, the payments to the recinients could f\(!t, 
be made on time, and at a meeting of the Curators, Trustees, and the Synodical 

1 
I 
I 

I 

e, the· question was put how the Committee should go about it to aCQuire tho rHloll/!p/!I!W 
for this pueoose; : and the Committee was empowered to borrow money from any aVllilllhh 

fund and make it chargeable to the whole Church, if any Church fund had the ntlo!!!!I'IIii,;\, 
.Thus the three brothers, Coelin!!;, Vanden Bosch, and Stadt, receive thllf'oll!'!l1~ 

amounts in the same order, $100.00, $t50.00, $200.00. $450.00 annually 
Widow Stuit, with three Children, now residing in Holland, $208.00 
Widow Rietdijk, with seven 6hildren, $200.00. This brings the grand total to $858.00 
year. At the time the Synod of 1888 was in session th"re was a deficit· of $433.8) ;\.11 t.h" 

Fund. This amount has be,," greatly reduced, as previously announced. The dofi.olt 
the transfer of books amounts to only $161.69 
received recently 91.36 
at this time 70.06 

JUne '88-'89 $889.71 

, June '89-'90 

763.83 
125.88 

$1332.14 
600.16 
410.23 

our report it also aopears that this fund needs our special attention, AMIllf'j!lfi!l1 
acquiring the necessary funds so that the distribution may O!l ijlltl!!IIU!'iiU,v , 

on. 
Article in the Constitution dealing with this seems to be the best l501U'~1clfl Mm!! rill'l 

two offerings annually by every Church in the denomination •••••• 

each one pay toward this fund according to his capabilities and hilS ,o!lnM[o1!!ni~!!; 

I 
I , 

I 
with all that is written in our oublication, it still appears that ~h11 

'rsaLLY accented, and other measures will, no doubt, have to be tAk~n. 
bold as to advise that if there is to be a change, then the oro"Q~Al 

t em, 
I \rw1.~ 

which states that: The Synod state that the neces . .t'1.1JI1;1!1 
be acquired, thru reports by each Church of their financial ~V'.;'"lr, 

needs of the fund, and that the Synod regulate th0se amounts ~1I;1l!1I!t 
manner in which it now regulates the salaries of the Professor. 

could be regulated according to need, each could contribute aooord1 
matter of the manner of collecting for this could be le.ft to 

.3"IDrl.es. This would eliminate all deficits. rhe CommittlHh 

,plnl [I' i' U !l n 
,IJI HIM 

J'Il,," t.h" 
!I~l\H t.,v, 
"f tllfl 



The Report of the Committee of the Curators and the Trustee or the Theological School 
appointed for the purpose of completing the Matters pertaining to the Office of the 
late J. Gelock. 

This COmni1ttee,consisting of the ~evs. J. H. Vos, L.J.Hulst, and Mr. Garvelink, haVI} 
investigated the administration of the affairs of the Treasurer, now deceased, J. Gelool<, 
as carefully as possible, and after all matters had b'3en llrenar"d, the Committee met on the 
thirteenth of February in the year 1890, and at the home ~f the fhverend J.H.Vos,. with 
Mr. Heyboer as comptroller, and with Mr. De Jonge, reoresenting the heirs of the late Mr. 
Gelock. 

After this meeting was ollened tnth a word of prayer, all matters were thoroughly inv@llIti. 
gated, aided by the information which we had, and the following was found to be the c~60, 

which all agreedl 
That Mr. J. Gelock,as a profit to the Student Fund, had left a debt for his heirs to 
amount of $1114.70, and that there existed an unfavorable balance of $69.64 for the 

tus Fund, which comes to the heirs of Mr. Gelock as a credit. Also there was a debt 
'1st the heirs of Mr. :lelock of $2175.13 for the Theological School. These two amoun~6 

the total·to $)289.82 •. 
Form this amount, the credit to the heirs was deducted to the amount of $69.94. 
Now that all notes of credit had been figured up for the heirs, and having receivod 

.them previously the amounts of $850.00 and $655.77, the Committee and the administrA~ 
of the Affairs of the heirs considered the matter comoleted. 

Mr. A. van Bree assumed the duties connected with the administration of the Elneritu6 
~urDa,nu Mr. S.S ••••••••• 

tma, as alternate to Mr. Gelock, took upon himself the administration of the Student 
and the Affairs of the Theological School from the Trustees and the Curators. 

THis reoort must not be considered as a complete report, bur rather as a' general report 
the whole matter, since a full report would be going into too much detail. 
May the Lord b!ess the new Administrators as well as his inheritance. 

Supplement VI • 

. r.nn"j,; tution for the "lneri tus Fund for the Holland Christian Reformed Church in North 
compi19d for the control of the Fund for ~Iinisters Elneritus, their widows, 

their ornhans. 

1. The Holland vhristian Reformed Church Wishes to carryon according to the ruling 
cle 13. of the Church Order of Dordt, of 1618-1619, which Article reads as follows I 

!'SI10lUd it occur that a Minister thru age, illness, or otherwise, become incapacitated 
any way so that he is unable to carry on his work, he will nevertheless retain the honor 

the narne.of.Reverclnd, and he will be cared for,in his need,by the Churches which he 
served, as well as his widow or any orphans of said Minister." 

2. That all the following regulations may OCCllr in an orderly way, they will be cancilla 
'orQ~ng to the rules formulated at the behest of the decision in Article 93 df the Synod 

Holland Christian Reformed Church, in Session on June 13, 1888, and following days, 

The Manag3ment of this is entrusted to a Committee of five members; two of whom arn 
and three, elders, and of these one will function as the President and ono 119 ttHl 

~,,,,,,,,,._ Every menber on the committee must have an alternate. :,. 

~ch Classis will have a correspondent with whom •••••••• 

when necessary, can discuss the. person or oersons, req\l~'st:l.ng or I'Ilol;l1ving 

Committee is chosen by the Synod. so that members are appointed lit eAoh 



Session of the Synod; themembers already functioning can be re_appointed, and the Conllll1ttll!i 
will choose its own officers: a President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. 

Art. 6. The corresoonding Secretaries of the various Classes are chosen by the Clas9113, Ar~ 
they shall not only give the necessary info!"mation in sessions with Consistories· and COlill~ 
selors, but also see to the regular collection of funds as these are regulated, and th@n 
also to see to it that the monies are sent on to the Treasurer of the fund in due seA~on. 

Art. 7. No petition for support shall be considered other than that which comes thnough 
the Consistory and the Classis and the Correspondent of the Classis, to the Committee ot' 
the Emeritus Fund. 

Art. 8. The support of Ministers Emeritus, ~idows,and Orphans, shall be according to n~~d. 
The Committee will set a definite amount of suppo~t(to the recipients) before a Synodlol~ 
Session, after ascertaining in a most careful manner, the financial status, and the ab111tf 
of those asking for support. All this shall occur With the Classical Correspondent, after 
being informed by the ConSistory and the Classis. 

Art. 9. Whenever a Minister because of illness of infirmity receives Emeritation, yet can 
serve later in a small Congregation, he shall place himself on call, and as far as his 
.st,re:n.'tn allows, serve the Church calling him. In case the Congregation which he serves 

orovide for his supoort, his pension will b9 discontinued for the time he is on aotiv@ 

Should he be removed from the fellowship of the Churoh because of Doctrine or 
oers()naLl life, or beoause of any movement in the Church (instigated by himself)he should 

from that very instant his support from· this fund shall cease, nor shall he have any 
"R('Ot:'~S:~, if he should be reinstated, if the Synod judge otherwise. 

• 11; Should a .?~hister_Emeritus, being a widower, enter matrimony again, his support 
not be increased; and in the event of his demise his widow will receive no support 

this fund. unless said widow was a Widow of a former Minister of the Church and had 
ved orevious suoport. 

12. When a widow of a Minister marries again, or if she is excluded from the Church 
any reason;either through legal channels or on her own volition, her support Will cease. 

• 13. Orphans of Ministers will receive suppor~ from this fund until they have become 
such an age, and of such social maturity that they can su~ply their own needs, They 

at all times conduct themselves as behooves young people in the Church. 

14. To provide finances for the supoort of this fund, Congregations will take at least 
offerings for this each year. Special P,ifts and beouestswill be gratefully received 
acknilwledged. 

• 15. In oaSe of a difference in the amount of distribution between the Committee and 
recioient, the Synod will decide the matter. The person who is not satisfied with the 

he receives Will not be allowed to suffer in the interim. Whether a recipient reg
too muoh or too little will be tat~n uo with him. 

• 16. The Committe~ will present an annual report of both receiots and disbursements, 
the condition of the Treasury, on the general day set for computation, for the Synodical 
ttee and other organizations, and at each Synodical year of the Synod. and in 

an annual rpeort shall be placed in the "Wachter". 

• 17. In caSe of the passing of a Minister-Emeritus, a Minister's widow, or an orphan" 
the beginning of a quarter, the amount due the recipient for that quarter shall be paid 
the. heirs of the deoeased, or to other proper parti~s. 

This Constitution may be changed, the Artioles increased or decreased, •• 
as it appears necessary by the Synod. 
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This completes the Constitution of the Elneritus Fund, wl\:L(!l\ WIlil formulated at th!) 1~I!;!h"l!l; 
of the Synod, which was held in Grand Rapids, MichiK~n! (!n ~h!l thirteenth of Junl! IInti 
on the days following, in th~ year 1888, 

Supplement VII. 

A Report by Classis Hudson 

To the Synod of the Holland Christian Reformed Church, 100II'~,!d in North America, and 
Assembled at Grand Ritpids, on the fourth Jay of June, andt;hl! days following, 

He,nc,rable and affectionate Brothers in the Lord: Peace 00 multiplied unto you. I 
i 

Classis Hudson meeting in session on April 16, 1890, ~,t PIi.b ro1.rson, NBW Jersey, .... I 
especially Article 48, paragraph 2, of the Acts of thll Synod of 1888, which roadli .. 

follows: "To mandaie Classis Hudson as soon as possible. to (lomplete the ecclesiasti.Olll .. 1' 
U,,'-VLl with Classis Hackensack, and to bring it into beinll;." now reports and calls the 

to your attention. 
A Committe'e from our Classis, ~onsistinll: of Rev. J. Riemorll."lli., and the 'U~ers, H, BtH;!\lWkll~. 

D. Koek, met once and againWlth a Committee of'Classia Hnotensack, appo~nted for th@ I 
ouroose. The result of these meetings of the two Committ@0B led to the desired union. 
i:aassis Hackensack should send one or more delel"ates to the next Classical session 

order to discuss the union more comoletely, as weil as to mak0 the agreement final. 
the Rev. S.Vander Beek oresented himself at our Classis on April 16, last. 

The Rev. Riemersma in the' Classis that a committee named b;jr Classis Hudson had met with 
committee from Classis Hackensack, and had discussed in detail the groubds in which God'~ 

, the Formulas of Unity, and the Church Order of Dordt, would be affected by this 
and that by thiS discussion it was very apparent that both Committees were in 

lert:ect agreement with the fundamentals of our Doctrine, but that there were minor differ
al in the government of the Church, 
bl im the nam" of the Church. I 

I 
cf in the conducting of the worship s~rvicc. I 

After this report had been read. tdth an exoression of thanks, the nresent Classis I 
to discuss the noints of differencewith the reoresentative from Classis Hackensack, I 

Rev. VlInder .beek. . I 
In a discussion of the first ooint, the internal government of the Church, in the appoint~1 

of Elders and Deacons, the dele~ates soon all:reed and th2 judgment was that that was I 
an imnortant point of difference. ' 

Concerning the second noint, there was no difference of oninion. The Rev. !lander S301{'~' 
that one could scarcely call an ~glish sneaking Qhurch a Holland Church, and he 

s, according to his Classis that the name, "The Christian Reformed Church"be adopted. 
th" Holland speaking Churches could eliminate the word "Holland" then as far as the n!ltl1f! 
concerned,it would be in complete accord with the Netherlands. 

But now the chief objection came up for discussion, the point concerning the worship 
rVJ.~~. The Rev. Vander Deek stated that they wish3d to retain the use of the fifty

songs. He showed or attempted to show that these were merely an outgrowth of those 
to in Art. 6C) of the Church Order of Dordt, and alsp of the Ten Commandments, 

Lord's Prayer, the Apostles Creed, the Hymns of praise of Mary, Zacharias, and Simeon, 
that in the use of these one was not at odds with the spirit of this Article, aVen it" 

a~)peared that one was not acting according to the letter(of the law) and as a result 
Reverend hoped that by keeping these in the worshin service, it would not b~ 

"~'OJ.~c'g block towards a complete union. After a lenghty discussion on this the Cla9sis 
ted the attention to the mandates of each dele~ate to either a Classical or'a Synod
Assembly, which Mandates esnecially give each delegate the ri~ht and the mi~ht .to 

ider all matters in the light of God's Word, the Formula of Unity, and the Art1.Cl'lR 
the Church 6rder of Dordt.Should one overstep the bounds of these, then there waS no 



other choice,( no matter how suitable the 52 songs night be) but this: 
a/ either the True Reformed Protestant Dutch Church discontinue these songs, or 
b/ the union be delayed for the time being, until at a regular session of the Synod 

it be pointed out that Article 69 of, the Church Or1er of Dordt can be so altered that:, 
these may be included, and with eccl"lsiastical sanction, these may be introduced into 
the worship of the Church. 

The Rev. Vander Beek could not, accordin" to Classis Hackensack, accept point "tl II \,0 
discontinue the songs, and ooint "b" was centirely out.sid", of our jurisdiction, so thlit U 
much as we desired the union, ans as much as we wished to brin!,: it to a successfult'ruit:\,ol'l, 
this was unable to be accomolished at this time. 
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~e thank the SYnod for the confidence which it has placed in us, and we pray thnt 
the Synod may be granted both wisdom and light in solving a problem which we were unliblo 
to do, and that it may bring matters to a successful conclusion, to the blessing of tho 
Church and to the honor ofGod.~e close this report with the best of wishes. 

In the name of Classis Hudson, 
J. Riemwrsma, Pres. 
H.D.Langeries, Clerk. 

Supplement VIII 

The Report of the Committee in regard to the Union with the, True Reformed Protestant 
Dutch Church in the East. (New Jersey) 

To the Synod, in Session at Grand RApids, Michigan, on June 4, 1890, and the days following. 
" 

Dear Brothers: 
The Comm1ttee reports the following on the above matter. From the report of 

of Classis Hudsom to the Synod, it is apparent that no union was effected With the above 
named Church. No difficult,V was encountered With the internal government of the Church, 
nor in the name which was proposed for acceptance, but the auestion in which there was a 
difference, if the manner in which the worship service is conducted, is at a variance 
With the Art. 69 of the Church Order of Dordt, since for a long time the 52 songs were 
used With the preaching of sermons on the Catechism. 

Your Committee weighed very carefully all the difficulties connected with this problem 
and it is of the opinion, that it has been known to us for several years, that the 52 songs 

being used, and that this was not a hinderance for Classis Hudson to consumate a un
seeing that one of our Congregations, La Graue Ave., at Grand RApids, has 'the same 
of worship service, and that thus this should not be a st~~bling block toward a 

union 'with the True Reformed Protestant Reformed Church. Moreover every Congre-
of our Church does not use the same type of worship service, nor the same name for 

ruling body, and therefore we state concerning the matter of the 52 songs that, 
a/ the use of thes e is a question of forn more than a auestion of essence. 

b/ we ourselves are at odds With Art. 69 of the Church 6rder of Dordt, and even in our 
of Psalms there are some songs present. 
that the 52 songs can really stand the test of God's Word. 

that the history of these songs places a heavy weight in the scale. The need not claim 
origin in a spirit of song, but because of thQ necessary circumstances of the tL~esl 

Psalms in use at that time did not always agree with the text of the sermon, and thus 
was necessary to compile suitable Church songs. 

e/ that in this respect there is neither a transgression of the Church Order of Dordt, 
of the Scriptures. The Synod of the True Reformed Protestant Dutch Church already 

~CLueu in 1829 taht no new songs might be introduced. Also for many years since this the 
Synod has declared and shown that we in Doctrine,discipline,and practice, are one with 

and also that there was an earnest desire to be united with them. 



Considering all this, we state and advise the Synod that there are really no valid 
objections in the way, and that the time is ripe for an organic union. It would give 
us much pleasure if the Synod accept this report, and that it conclude with the singing 
of F~ij~ 133:1. The COIn.'1littee,(Rev.)H. Vander \verp, Pres. 

" J. Noordewier, Clerk 
" R. Drukker 

Elder T. ~eppel 
" P. Karsten. 

Supplement IX. 

The Report on the dealings with the United Presbyterian Church by the Committee appointed 
for same. 

Your Committee lost no time in carrying out the mandate, placed upon it by a previous 
Synod. A letter was sent to the Rev. Turnbull in Detrmit, whose address was known. The 
letter was as follows: The undersigned has been named as a chairman of a Committee of 
threeto treat with a Committee of your Church, concerning the possibility of a union be
tween the United Presbyterian Church and the Holland Christian Reformed Church. 
Foe facilitating matters for a meeting of the Committees. may we ask you to designate a 
suitable place for a meeting. If you cannot choose a definite place for a Committee meet
ing, may we say that one should be chosen with easy access to each delegate on the Commit
tee. 
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In the hope that an answer may soon be forthcoming, I remain your brother in Christ. 
Signed, G. Vos 

The above letter was sent on the second of July. For weeks we looked for an answer, 
but in vain. Finally on the thirtieth of August the Rev. Turnbull sent a reply. 

"Your communication was received and I should have replied sooner, but my summer vacation 
and other matters intervened. I shall communicate with the Chairman of our Committee, and 
send you more details. In the meantime, I hope you will forgive my neglect. 

Signed, Richard Turnbull 

Also this promise that we should receive a promise within a week was not fulfilled. so 
that matters were again postponed, and we resigned ourselves to waiting. In the meantime 
we heard that the larger part of the Presbytery of Detrillit had seceded from the United 
Presbyterian Church, and had joined the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. We associated the 
silence of the Rev. Turnbull with this state of affairs. To be assured of this we directed 
a letter to the Rev. Dr. Meloy of Chidago, who was present at a previous Synod. His reply 

as follows: 
"I have received your letter and hasten to reply. To my deep regret, I must inform you 

the Rev. Turnbull played an important part in the secession of a few Churches from 
denomination. Our Assembly haa made the following deciSion: That a COmmittee,composed 

the Rev. J. Sherman, Rev. Turnbull, Rev. J.M.French, Rev. J.C.Wilson, and the Rev. D.H. 
30(m~d]l, was named to meet with a Committee of the Holland Christian Reformed Church, for 

purpose of entering into a closer union with each other. 
In addition that the Rev. W.T.Meloy had been chosen to convey the fraternal greetings from 

Church to our Synod., 
Now the Revs. Turnbull, Goodville,and Sherman had resigned from the Committee. Permit 
to say at this point, that our Church was not weakened to any great extent by this 
ession. 
I am now at a loss on how I should advise you. My idea is that our Churches can be united 

a time. In case you have delegated some one from your Assembly to convey the greetings 
our Synod, may we remind you that our Synod meets at Springfield,Ohio, on the twenty 

of May, this year. Should your delegate plan to come, he need not be present in 
'P'-kUI~~J'~~,~ before the Tuesday of the following week. If no delegate is to be present, it 

a good idea, if a written request were sent to our Assembly, stating that it 
a new Committee to deal with a Committee from your Church. 
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The Committees could very easily meet during your Sessions so that a report could be 
brought in to. that same ~ynod. Should this be satisfactory to you, then I desire to inform 
the Synod of your Wishes. Signed: W.T.Meloy 

As a res.ult of this your Committee, consisting of the Revs. De Saum, L Rietdijk, and 
G. Vos, met and we asked ourselves what should be done. We were of one· opinion that our in
structions did not include a request that the United Presbyterian Church appoint a new 
Committee to meet With us. However we would meet with a new Committee if one were appointed 
for that purpose, and we replied thus to the Rev. Meloy. 

" Our Committee has met since we received the friendly reply from you, and it has decide 
to take the follOwing steps. 

1/ With you as our intermediary, we wish to convey our Chrictian greetings to the 
Synod of your Church,stating however, that we have received no mandate from our Synod 
to do this in person. 

2/ We would gladly make use of your suggestion that We inform your Synod of affairs 
as they are with us, but we feel that we cannot speak officially in this. 

3/ It would· please us if you once more ~~uld move your Synod to take the initiative 
and have them appoint a new Committee, so that both Churches may become better acquainted. 
You will understand that our instructions do not permit US to go ahead in this matter when 
your Committee is prepared to meet With us. . 

To our sorrow, no official answer was received either from the Rev. Meloy or from their 
Synod, so that we were again Obliged to wait. Later we heard that a misunderstanding on 
the part of the Rev. Heloy··was the cause of the delay, and that a delegate from their 
Church would be present at our Synod. Since we received this information shortly before 
this session, we decided that the best thing to do was to let matters rest and leave 
everything to the good judgment of the Synod. 

Neverthelass your Committee is prepared to 
develop, and inform you concerning it, if you 

Signed: The Committee, 
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express its 
so desire. 
J. De Sauro 
G. Vos 

opinion on any·matter that may 

To·the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church Of the United States. 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, June 12, 1890 

Reverend Fathers and Brethr3n, 
The General Assembly of the Holland Christian Reformed Church, convened at Grand 

Rapids, MiChigan, On Jurie 4th, 1890, and following days, takes cognizance of the present 
"revision movement"in your Church. 

As fellow laborers of the great cause of our Lord Jesus Christ, we felt ourselves 
under obligations to adoot the follOwing resolutions: 

Resolved: That we as a representative body of Reformed prinCiples express our hearty 
sympathy with that part of the Presbyterian Church ~hich so earnestly advocatps the 
maintenance of the Westminster ConfeSSion, which we believe to be the bulwark against the 
anti-Calvinistic,unbiblical tendenCies, which make themselves felt in the Presbyterian 
Church. 

We hope and pray that you may be abundantly endowed with the spirit of Christ, continu
ing your spiritual welfare against all error in His strength and in the end triumphing 
overall your and our spiritual enemies. 

In the name of the Holland Christian Reformed Church: 
L.J.Hulst, Pres. 
R.T.Kuiper, V.P. 
A.Keizer, Clerk 
J. Riemersma, Asst. Clerk. 



Supplement XI. 

Report of the Clerk of the Committee on Heathen Missions 

To the Synod of the Christian,Reformed Church in North America. 

Dear Brothers: 
The Committee on Heathen Missions has the pleasure of presenting a short report tp 

you. 
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Soon after the last Session of the Synod, the Committee attempted to begin its work. 
Our field was a huge unknown area, and ,one hardly knew where to sta~t or how. TWo oppor
tunities presented themselves however. It was a choice of a favorable field of labor, and 
getting men both willing and capable of taking the work upon themselves., A call was made 
to get some young men who could get their training at o~ School. This Committee was suc
cessful in getting one Douwe Drukker in the month of September, 1888, whom it accepted. 
This brother has now been at the school for a period of two years, and thus far the Com
mittee has not been disappointed in its choice. 

A year later another applicant was accepted, H. Frieling. Neither does this student 
give any reason for complaint. After a careful consideration, it was decided that these 
students would take all the subjects which the other students took, and that it would be s 
some time before they would be prepared to go out into the field. 

Thue it was necessaryfor the time being to procure assistance from other sources, and 
the more so since we were urged on with a desire to proceed with the work. 

We contaceed the young brother, Kruidenier.but there were two matters which prevented 
him from being interested; one, he wished to continue his studies at Xenia for one more 
year, and then he could not decide if hiS work would be un an Indian field or not. He 
really had his heart set on going to ~gypt. Then we contacted two students w~o seemed to be 
sympathetic towards Missions, but our efforts here were also in vain. Now we took note of 
Student Breen who would be taking his final examinations very soon. In February of 1889 
we extended a call to him which he declined. Now, What to do next 1 Our attention,was 
turned to our Home Missionary. the Rev. Van Vessum. He was called twice and as many times 
declined. Finally the Ministers of our Churches were requested to interest persons in Mission 
work under the Heathen. The Committee met to see if anyone was interested. But this did 
not bring any results. Then the Secretary, the Rev.'T. Vanden Bosch informed us that he 
had often considered that type of work, but he had hoped some one else would go. Therefore 
he informed the'Committee, that were he to receive, a call,he would take it under prayerful 
consideration. 

After considering this" we extended a call to him at once, and after a few prayerful weeks 
he accepted. 
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He stated: "I am prepared to go to the Heathen. here I am,~end me. 
On the morning of October 23. 1889, we were both ,in Grand Rapids, and Brother Vanden Bosch 

was to recieve his mission on that evening. The Committee had invited the Synodical Commit
tee and the Professors of the School, and had asked one from each group to take part in the 
program. Brothers Boe, and Hulst were chosen. The program was so arranged that each one 
contributed something. A large audience was pP3sent and each one seemed to sense the impor
tance of the occasion. There were speeches and prayers With a fervent plea for help from the 
Lord. 

Our brother has now been on the field for one half year, and that among the Heathen, 
but at the time this report was written he was not established anywhere; but may the Lord 
guide matters in such a way, that in the future it may be said: There he is, and under 
this tribe he has begun his work. 

The work is of such a natUre that it will not come into existence on its own. There 
are enough Heathen in this area but the Synod has stated"in an area where there has been 
no previOUS Mission work done" And if a Church organization establishes itself anywhere, 
then it spreads out its wings as far as possible in all directions, and covering an araa 
of many milas, and preaching in this area, here'and there, off and on, and time and agai9f 

,/' 



,-

or to complete some other minor task, but not be able to gain a foothold. Ani, this ,is , 
doubly so, since permission must be obtained not only from the Indians among who~ 'we Wis'h 
to settle and work, but also form the Govnrnment. The Agent must be taken into account. 
He attempts, regardless of his religious principles or because of a lack of them, to bar one 
from regions favorable to those of his religious tenets, or suitable areas for friends 
of his. 

TWo members of the Committee were assigned the task of acquiring all possible information 
-two regions especially receiving their attention and interest; the ®akotas and the Indian 
Territory. The choice was left to our MissionarY,the Rev. Vanden Bosch, and we thought the 
last mentioned area most suitable. Nevertheless, at the eleventh hour, we received so many 
unfavorable reports from that area, that we were obliged to discontinue giving it any more 
thought. Then we definitely accepted the Dakota Territory. We decided that our Missionary 
would locate at Greenwood and pass the winter there, especially with the idea that he study 
the Indian language, and besides to receive all the possible information from the Rev. 
Williamson, who had been in this area for some years. This plan was not successful. Not a 
single house was available for our Missionary, and we discovered that all 1800 areas were 
already taken. 

Now our Brother was obliged to turn towards the West again. Finally he arrived in a south
ern area of the Dakotas in an ,Agency by the name of Rosebud. But in this area, the Epis
copalians and the Catholics were already firmly established. The have ample areas and also 
the best. Nevertheless there were some areas here where no Church had ever worked. 
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And now our Brother was again disappointed since the Agency planned to relocate. Whenever 
this occurs, the Indians also migrate with it, and if a Church and a parsonage are there, 
they will be desert~d. 

Nevertheless the Lord rules and our hopes remained firm under his auspicious control. 
It was also the task of the Committee to set the salary for the Missiona~ Pastor. 

We asked for information on this from other ecclesiastical organizations and found that the 
minimum was $1000.00. The costs of a Church and a parsonage must be added to this. The 
Missionary must provide for his own transportation, and a horse and a carriage must be 
available, the Missionary purchasing this and being then reimbursed from the Mission Fund. 

The Treasurer will report on the funds in the treasury for Heathen Missions, when the 
time comes for the report, although we still have a few questions which should be answered. 

Finally, I must call your attention to the personnel of the Committee. Two of the members' 
who were appointed in 1888 are not with us now. 'The 11issionary Pastor, as a member of the 
Committee was obliged to resign When he became the Missionary fjastor, and his alternate. 
J.~.Vos took his place. Another Committee member passed away. 

When this report was being prepared, Brother Gelock was still with us and filled with 
enthusiasm for this work, and on the following day he suddenly became ill, even while he was 
engaged in the writing of a letter on this very problem and in the evening of that same day 
he died. He has passed into the rest which remains 'for the people of God, and may the 
memory of him continue to be a blessing to us. 

Brother Gelock was replaced by Brother Vander Ven. 
While we mention that three of the five Committee. members retire,we hope with all our 

hearts, that under your guidance matters may be so controlled by our God and blessed by him 
that one can finally say, even if not in our age, that the blind Heathen, now~estranged from 
the Lord, may finally aCknowledge his Salvation. 

The Committee: E. Bos, Pres. 
J.ff.Vos, Clerk 
R.r.Kuiper, Assistant 


