We, the members of the Peniel House, covenant with one another to strive to display the virtues of empathy, courage, honesty, and celebration more fully in every aspect of our lives. We seek to live out these virtues as we grow in love for God, one another, our community, and God’s Creation. We will encourage and correct one another; so that we might help one another more closely resemble the people whom God created us to be. Moreover, as we live our lives in pursuit of Shalom, we will work together to become agents of renewal in Grand Rapids and throughout the world.

We recognize four God-given relationships as integral to living in community, and wish to live in a way that brings healing and restoration to each:
We acknowledge God’s call for us to know and to serve him, our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, according to 2 Corinthians 5:17-20, and Jude 20-21.

We desire to serve one another as Christ served us, listening to each other, encouraging one another, and loving one another as we live together in community, as Scripture calls us to do in Romans 15:5-6, Ephesians 4:2-3 and 4:25-27, and Matthew 18:15-17.
We long to take an active part in renewing our community, fulfilling God’s purposes in our lives and showing Christ’s love to all of our neighbors, as described in Mark 16:15-18, 2 Corinthians 5:17-20, Galatians 6:9-10, and Isaiah 58.

We pledge to remember our responsibilities as stewards of God’s Creation, and to honor those duties by living simply and carefully, as set forth in Psalm 24:1, and Genesis 1:28-31.
Keeping these important relationships in mind, we will strive to…

Practice empathy by


(Romans 12:15-16)
sharing in God’s sorrow and joy over the world.

laughing and crying together.

experiencing life as others have lived it.

understanding the environment as a living organism.

Act courageously by


(Joshua 1:9)
seeking understanding within our faith and depth in our relationship with God.

maintaining strong relationships as we explore new challenges.

embracing differences among our neighbors and developing new relationships.

asking difficult questions regarding our relationship with the earth.

Live honestly by


(Proverbs 12:17, Ephesians 4:15)
openly sharing all of our lives with God in a truthful and authentic manner.

maintaining open, balanced, and transparent relationships with one another.

sharing confidently our intents and purposes within the greater community.

acknowledging our personal impacts on the environment.

Celebrate joyfully by


(Nehemiah 8:12)
thanking God faithfully for his good gifts.

enjoying one another and our neighbors.

praising the strengths of the community.

appreciating the earth with wonder.

