





Letter from M.M. Nieveen
Pella, Lancaster Co., Neb
September 30, 1884
Dear Brother and Nephews!

In my last letter I wrote that we have had an exceptionally dry summer.
That draught began on the last Saturday in June and lasted here until
September 4, 1In all of that time we had a little rain only twice, hardly
enough to wet the ground. Almost all of the western states have suffered
from the draught. In the middle of July the corn looked very good but
finally it withered so that there was less than the usual crop. We had
previously had such a good and healthy growth that we were able to harvest
at least 7000 bushels. Now it will probably be 2500 bushels. In some
places the water shortage was so bad, that it had to be brought from a
distance of 2 or 3 miles for the cattle. Her in Nebraska we were not short
of water. Almost every farm has its own wells which never go dry in the
summer. The summer was also very hot, so that with a little more rain there
might have been an excellent crop.

I think that Netherlands will be able to profit from the poor crop next
year, because the export will not be as great, notwithstanding that poor

+ Grain has not gone up in price here yet, but that will follow.

Horses and cows are cheap at present. For around $100 one can buy a
reasonably good horse, and a good cow for $25 to $30. For more than a year
many hogs have died from a sickness called the cholera. Some people have

lost all they owned. One farmer in Holland has only one left out of 120.




In South Carolina the city of Charlestown had an earthquake yesterday
and many lives were lost. And other areas have also suffered. You have
probably read about it in the newspapers.
| "The boys are out this evening with some others to extend best wishes to
a couple of newlyweds, or to extend their greetings. This is done here
right after the wedding. One of them will have an old pan, and another a

bell, ete., until they are allowed to come in. Then they are given some

money or cigars, or something like that.

Greetings from your brothers,

M.M, Nieveen
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M.M. NIEVEEN
TO HMIS MOTHER, BROTHER, AND RELATIVES

PELLA, NEBRASKA
TO THE NETHERLANDS

OCTOBER 2, 1884

Pella, Lancaster Co., Nebraska

Dear Mother, Brother, and other relatives:

We received your letter in good health and also found that you were all
still well.

That the Oosting family went back to the Netherlands does not surprise
us. America is not a good place for such people. A good living can be made
by working for it, but work has never been their desire. Besides, at first
America makes a strange impression Upon NewComers.

We thought Cornelia was still in Michigan and wrote her a letter, but
it was returned unopened. There is an abundance of work here for servant
girls. We invited her to come here from the 8th to the 15th of the month.

As to the weather, it has been very pleasant this summer. It was gquite
dry during the early part of June, so the oats and flax did not grow well.
But the crop was fairly good and of top quality. Summer wheat vielded from
15 to 25 bushels. Winter wheat 24 to 25 bushels. Oats around 40, and flax
10 to 12. Flax is the poorest crop, but the highest in price, around $1.00.
Grains are low in price, especially wheat and oats. Wheat is around 50
cents and oats from 15 to 20 cents. Corn is an exceptionally good crop.

Even the older people cannot recall such a yield.
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In a following letter we will write about our crops.

Hoping that you will all be in good health when you receive this.

Greetings to all of you from all of us -

Your brother,

M. M, Nieveen










MARTEN M. NIEVEEN

TO ?
ALTON, IOWA
TO ?

NOVEMBER 14, 1884

There are places where wheat flour is ground. When the farmers have
threshed, they take the wheat to the mills and trade it for flour. They
;rade a bushel of wheat for 30 to 33 pounds of flour according to the
&uality of the grain. They do not get the same weight there, but receive
the bran to use for feed. That is quite a trip, because it is 16 miles from
Alton or 14 miles from here so about a distance of 5 hours. As an exchange
service, I had to pick corn for 3 days. I dreaded making the trip for the
third time.

When I had my letter ready to mail, Martje said she wished to add a
short letter. That took from one day to another, and now it is November 1l4.

The day before yesterday winter set in, followed by a couple of cold
days, until now we have had fine weather. We have our flour for baking in
the house for the winter. A neighbor of veeesuees

We had not gone a half mile when we landed in a deep ditch with steep
gides. We had two young horses (5 years old), tame as a rule. Then someone
came up from behind us riding horse back. One horse became skittish and
jumped so far ahead that the ...... Fortunately, no one got hurt. Only the
whippletree was broken. Melle, in his fall, held the reins and got the
horses under control. There were six of us: Melle, Nanco, Peter, Anje,

Aaltje, and I. The horses did not improve because they have tried it again.
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MARTIN M. NIEVEEN
TO HIS UNCLE

PELLA, IOWA
TO THE NETHERLANDS

FEBRUARY 6, 1885. LETTER FRAGMENT.

Dea; Uncle:

It has been a long time since wa received your last 1etter and we have
not answered it so it is high time. At first it was postponed and lately it
.has been due to the fact that we have moved.

We have rented a 160 acre farm, 80 acres being cultivated, 20 acres of

woodland, and the rest in clover and grass.
- illegible -

Father, Nanco, Peter and Cornelis are picking corn, and then I have to
make work of taking care of it.
We have had a very hard winter, six weeks long. We were always glad

when horses and cows ....




P

T

.
L

-.’\_.I(u.'; . (_(‘(_‘A /j ¢¢¢¢h;4 "7&1;./, r 4 /t) a(/ft) 4;,;—( '

Lo -flt.“/ LA r'g-/‘ L /4' "f“' 4:"*‘ s r%i}:l'ff/‘. -‘-N,%r - r:/.'_n__f'-/,_ ,_4;-!,1' P J

N

R £ A A S ' I . DR L ,-1
«){f ey - €L (/"l 3'/":"( ’ ~ s j ?.‘);/{' "‘7"' /; " yie !

o , o ‘.-_ , ‘ } - o oo '."".4,_;.——-‘l"r‘ : --i,t .
L e, . . ’ . . .
iR /a,. o *W /m e

4 - ' : - .l DR

yao

,//( ‘-’. o i?-' ¢ 54'f..'t.,- 25 e, /” ¢ /r(( s (ft- v "-"' e A
= ' .
. : :

’&ﬂ/lﬂr /f(l/ (‘A./: 1"’!/ /l//f _,r n:/

= /cr :“'-??5:'-} t{:"‘p((« ot e LA ff //N’; t?”?,/wote(t
~a ‘(‘ e '.. f ' 'q- ’ " .
_‘4 / - teL- // IJA '1--( )v) 1—»9:) L r(z ¢ /:"ﬂ/ ﬁ" /’/r(
r\ R
‘-rt- /

*(C/ (/vfr //f s LK (/ ;' (."( /((4";(]'), ?(}/‘/f{/fn) .

d”(_" d/t— T ,,/(‘u“,l-—“, ﬂp'a(/(y J. ,"l/'f(/l", .(lt / /r:'ti

'75/4 NP //t-«: t)mu-z'/ra; ' ’1/‘/ e /Ai't?’ﬂ"i

4 ' . /
P e v e elonge :-~’, e s TS ety AL Ceeseseen”

L0 A 4 2B % '—C-t’.-‘p &' n('// i -4“/(' - /‘t L4 ”'7,‘31 /l‘ '.--fr ol « L/
’ o s - TR | R R

e ,(‘l;‘,‘ ,,_,C,_‘/' elter . rlre '-7- e d S yZ ,‘.,,,/f" "oy
_p/r,‘ '..)v/ rca tz'((-;',x'.l &‘/&t e ﬂn((' L/«c/!'/.,.; (‘rrh(/(,
?/’/f(/ Lidsd lr— ’/(/ - ):;AA < // -("(t-if'.!.'p-»”, ..,(..n.»'?_ (’( &'f >’ _-:«,:.lc_/,
—"/ Jt(rx“'r' By 1/fl( /ﬂ/ t»f/ Af/ M'fr‘.,f/.

ﬂé / Aij .f/“y/ NP R ._.’t/l‘z/a,_/ . A(.L:v/,c) .tAeqy)

L}é’t— v’/‘J e ta—tf}/ Zxe -«tl‘&)/lct - /ﬂtzc’y ’ 11‘—4! 7 tre 11':,

Mﬂz'{?(/ %;‘&/}- (/4.4 . et _/’ ATt feles erse /('44!1« =

R |




Letter from M. Nieveen

Pella, Lane Co. Neb.

June 25, 1885

Dear Mother, Brother and Nephews:

Hearty congratulations on your 80th birthday. Even though that is an
advanced age, we hope you will be able to celebrate many more in a happy
family circle, in good health and happiness in your further life's journey.

The condition of crops is as follows: Winter wheat has become somewhat
spotty due to the severe winter. In a few places there is a healthy growth.
The rest is a little too uneven. The oats and summer wheat look very good
and promise a rich harvest. Barley although not much of it is raised, is
also good. Corn, the chief crop in this country, leaves much to be desired.
Even as late as mid-May we had a great deal of rain, and they who had
planted corn just before the rain or still had to plant some of it have lost
much of it, and also because weeds get the upperhand. We had planted ours

between the 1lst and 8th of May, so the rain did some damage but not much.




In all we have 60 acres of excellent corn, and 5 or 6 acres which will yield
a half-crop. Flax is also a good crop here; We have about 6 acres of it
but this is not doing very well. It is on poorer soil.

A few areas around here have suffered from hail and in others storms
have caused a great deal of damage especially in the northern part of
Nebraska and Iowa.

We received the letter from you yesterday and are glad you are all in
good health.

I am enclosing an article from the Pella Weekblad (Weekly) copied from

the Grondwet, which we read. You will see that evil has not yet been
removed from the heart of all Hollanders. I have lost the first part.

Three brothers and a s the four of them tried to murder and
rob an old grey-headed man, also a Hollander and thinking that he was dead,
set fire to the house, seven miles from Pella, Iowa. Just how it turned out
was in the other section. The old man was fortunate enough, during the
fire, to bite through the cord with which he had been bound. When they were
arrested they all confessed thelr crime.

It will please us greatly to receive a few lines from you.

Receive greetings from all of us.

Your brother,

M. Nieveen
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'MARTIN M. NIEVEEN
TO HIS BROTHER AND NEPHEW

PELLA, NEBRASKA
TO THE NETHERLANDS

MAY 28, 1888

Dear Brother and Nephew!

I do not remember the exact day, but we received your letter in the
best of health. I have waited a few days too long in writing back, mainly
because I had been asking Melle for some information. Not having received
an answer, my patience is spent, and I sit down at once because tomorrow
this will be mailed.

Our hearty thanks for all the trouble you have taken in connection with
the money matters, and also for the $14. And no less, thanks for the 5
gulden gift to Sieuwke. When we received the letter we just happened to be
visiting R. Mulder and Anje. When I read to him about his present he could
not sleep that night ....

Nieberg and Eilina arrived safely, but they soon lost their youngest
.son, Herman, through death, as you probably know.

The pipe was intended to be for Nanco, and Melle has already sent it to
him. They will keep the books because they are not worth sending.

We had an exceptionally cold spring, such as we are not accustomed to
in America. Usually by mid-May we are out—of-doors in the evening in a bare
shirt. Now we sometimes need an overcoat and mittens during the day and in

the evening we sit by the stove. Sowing did not begin until April 2. We
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were able to work all of the month, but in early May we had too much rain to
be able to plow.
I wrote about a shirt. I must explain that more fully. In the summer

people here wear only ome shirt, a boezeroen we call it, with nothing else.

~ That would be too cold for you. But you must remember that we are located

at 40 degrees, and you are at 53 degrees, so that amounts to about 250

hours. We are as far south as Madrid (Spain).

Corn is high priced at present, 45 cents. Last year and a couple of
years earlier it was 16 to 20 cents. Hogs are also selling at a good price,
about $5 per hundred pounds, live weight. We still have 16 fatted ones to
sell.

I had written to Melle about Nieberg's money matfers and Melle wrote
back that Nieberg had taken only 40 gulden with him, and that he had left
1000 gulden in the Netherlands. Then I was curious to know where and when
he could get that money because he is in a part of the country whefe hé can
not earn anything. He will have to keep busy with the farmers exclusively
because there are no cities with factories. Then I thought Nieberg Woﬁld
buy oxen or horses and rent a farm for five years. Then they could
cultivate their land.

This is the reason I have waited so long before writing. Because he’
would also have to have 3 or 4 milk cows. 1 hope Melle will write about |
this matter this week. Melle has purchased oxen and now Nieberg is busy
breaking the prairie. |

I hope you will receive this in good health, and may it be that you
might honor us sometime with a visit. Remember, the fatted calf will be

killed and a delicious glass of wine will not be wanting.
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Greetings from all of us. Your brother and family,

M.M. Nieveen
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MARTIN M. NIEVEEN
TO HIS BROTHER, NEPHEW, AND NIECE

CASTALTA, CHARLES MIX COUNTY, SOUTH DAEKOTA
TO THE NETHERLANDS

NOVEMBER 25, 1890

Deér Brother, Nephew, and Niece:

..The work being finished and the winter being at hand, there is time
again and news to write about. The summer has brought us many joys but also
disappointments. A person is not always treading a path of roses. There
are often some disappointments, even though some people have more and others
less.

We have had exceptionally favorable weather here in May and June.
Although we did not have abundant rains, there was enough to cause
everything to grow well, and in mid-July there was as much as one seldom
sees. Wheat, oats, and flax all did well. We had our last rain in mid-
July. Then a drought set in, and since that time we have had only a little
rain two times, which settled the dust a bit, and accompanied by a warm
wind. The corn, the main crop, began to wither gradually, and on a few
fields it was so bad that it was hardly worthwhile harvesting. There was
about one—fourth of the usual crop. Wheat and flax which were almost
ripening also suffered. We had a fine growth of corn on 145 acres. We
fattened about 20 old hogs on it and fed 90 young ones this fall and now we
have no more than 1300 bushels left for the winter and next summer. We have

by far the most per acre of anyone else in the vicinity., Marten de Boer has
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no more than 400 bushels and also has 90 young hogs, and farther north they
have nothing at all.

This drought has prevailed in all of the western states, more in some
and less in others, and as a result the prices of corn and grains have gone

up, but now a law has recently been enacted to raise import duties on what

is shipped in from other countries.

We have had no hogs this year. Horses are high priced. An average
horse will cost as much as $120.

There re quite a few Indians here. They sometimes come along the road
in groups.

Dakota was recently divided into two states, South and North. Of
courge, we live in South Dakota, and even in the southern part. There has
been a vote on the question of abolishing alcoholic beverages, beer, wine,
etc. The advocates of abolishment have won at the polls, so on January 1
all saloons will be closed. I would rather have had beer and wine excluded.
But a large number of accidents are caused by whiskey, and it would be a
good thing if it were banned from the world. That law seems to have been a
detriment to farmers.

In the last election on November 9, the people, that is, the farmers
and laboring class, who make up 70% of the population, have declared
.themselves opposed to that law last week by electing only men who are
against it in 35 of the 39 states.

Potatoes are scarce here due to the drought. Cows are cheap. We did
not have a fat cow but an ox, ! 1/2 years old. We traded it for a fat cow
and a dollar to boot. That cow weighed 649 pounds and just below 100 pounds

of fat. We have also purchased another ox at least as good as the other one
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for $11 and one dollar to boot, for $12, with $2 off for the hide, so the |
mea£ cost us at most 7 1/2 cents.

I will now close for this time, informing you that we are all in the
best of health.

Hoping that you may be well when you receive this.

With greeting from all of us, Your brother and family,

M. Nieveen

A photograph of Peter is enclosed.




