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Religious Voters in the 2008 Presidential Election

A new survey by the Paulvas more fragmented; and the past sixteen years. Look-
Henry Institute for the Studgitizen concerns over the ing further, there has been a
of Christianity and Politics ditag conflict, rising oil shift in the way dominant
Calvin College, funded by prices and a stagnant econ+eligious traditions have
the Lynne and Harry Bradl@my competed with long  aligned themselves with
Foundation, assessedreligst andi ng s o c thatiwo maprypartes. Evan-
ionds r ol e i nThemasohatsurivey gas geiical Protestants continue
responsibility. Conducted itled by Corwin Smidt, who to more heavily favor the
April with a sample of 3002has been involved in similalRepublican Party over the
respondents, the survey algwlls and has done extensii@emocratic Party, while
gauged political preferenceesearch related to religion 2008 marks a historic turn-
of American religious com-and politics over the past ing point in the partisan dis-

munities on a variety of is- quarter century. Other positions of Mainline Prot-
sues related to the 2008 members of the research estants who have tradition-
presidential election. team included: Kevin den ally been the mainstay of the

OnJune 9, 2008, ina Dulk of Grand Valley State Republican coalition. Poll
news conference at the NaWuniversity; Bryan Froehle results show Mainline Prot-
tional Press Club in Wash-from Dominican University; estants today to be more
ington DC, the results of th®oug Koopman and JamesDemocratic than Republi-
Henry Institute National SuR&yning of Calvin College; can. Roman Catholics have
on Religion and Publizwérfeand Steve Monsma from  long been held within the
announced. According to The Henry Institute. Democratic coalition, but
Corwin Smidt, Henry Insti-  The poll was conducted 2008 finds a bare plurality of
tute director and professor by Opinion Access Corp. ofnon-Hispanic Catholics still
of political science at Calvi.ong Island, New York, in the Democratic fold.

te Col |l ege, 01 nwith questiond desegmechta t Rverowhere there is ap-
Relighe 2004 presidential elec- gauge the political attitudesparent stability in partisan

tion, much was made of thend preferences of 18 dis- loyalties within a major reli-
religious divide in the elec-tinct American religious  gious tradition as a whole,
tion. As voters became mommmunities on a wide varithere may be change within
observant religiously, they ety of issues. The results the group. To allow for
were less likely to vote for revealed some important more evaluation, the survey
Democrats. Following the changes underway in the divided believers into three
election, a series of polls funay religion relates to major positions (traditien
ther revealed that only a American politicE some  alists, modernists, and cen-
small minority of Americansire likely to be shetérm in trists).Traditionalistdhere
thought the Democratic  nature and unique to the to historic beliefs of their
Party was 0f 20D08eledlidn while asherr faith,ihgve high levels of
ion. 0 By 2 0c¢h8nges ardpart gbleng i teligious bbservance, and
landscape had changed: thierm shifts that have been identify with sectarian reli-
Democratic Party began advanspiring within Americangious movementsjodernists
tively seeking religious vot-politics. hold more heterodox reli-
ers; evangelical voters poten-At first glance, the rela- gious beliefs, are less relig-
tially changed the way theytive proportions of Democ- iously observant, identify
evaluated their political ~ rats and Republicans appeavith more liberal or
choices; the Christian Righto have hardly changed over continued on page 2


http://www.calvin.edu/henry/civic/CivicRespGrant/SurveyFindings.htm
http://www.calvin.edu/henry/civic/CivicRespGrant/SurveyFindings.htm
http://www.calvin.edu/henry/civic/CivicRespGrant/SurveyFindings.htm
http://www.calvin.edu/henry/civic/CivicRespGrant/SurveyFindings.htm

Religious Voters (continued from cover) Page2

ecumenical religious movements, argtrongly shaped by the kind of believabout their support for John McCain
accept more modern beliefs and pragae is within that particular tradition. versus Hillary Clinton, while the oth-
tices within their religious worldview; The survey also evaluated attitudesrs were asked to select John McCain
centristall between traditionalists andoward free trade, environmental regwersus Barack Obama. Religious tra-
modernists. lation, and posting of the Ten Com- dition continued to shape voting pref-
The 2008 survey showed that in mandments in public buildings. Overa&ltences, with Evangelical Protestants
comparison to 2004, traditionalists irttitudes toward free trade have not being the most Republican in their
the Mainline Protestant, Evangelicalshifted markedly in the last four yearghoice. Roman Catholics and Mainline
Protestant and Roman Catholic cateand support for environmental regulaProtestants trail considerably behind
gories remained heavily Republicantion has remained relatively strong. in support for McCain, but were the
Among the centrists, Evangelicals Americans continue to support the only other predominant religious tra-
were slightly less Republican than iright of local communities to post reliditions giving McCain a plurality of
2004 while Mainline Protestants ex-gious symbols in public buildings.  their support. Both Mainline Protes-
hibited a large shift to the Democratic Additional survey questions assessedts and noilispanic Roman
Party, and Roman Catholics shifted attitudes toward ancillary issues that Catholics were evenly divided be-
away from the Democratic fold to a may effect political affiliations. Gay tween McCain and the Democratic
more even division between the twomarriage is more strongly opposed candidate, while Black Protestants,
affiliations. Modernist Evangelical among the American public than is Latino Protestants, Latino Catholics,
Protestants were more strongly abortion. Evangelical Protestants wemher Christians, Jews, believers from
aligned with the Republicans in 200&he only religious tradition to agree thaiher faiths, and the religiously unaf-
than 2004, while Mainline and Romant he U. S. di d t h diliatediegpressedtoveiwhelmning sup- t a

Catholic modernists fell more heavilyni | i t ary acti on @atdor theDemotratiacgndidate A n d
with the Democrats in 2008 than  nally, most Americans, regardless ofover McCain. Within religious tradi-
2004. religious tradition, express disagree- tions, the responses of the three

It appears that the religious belieftne nt wi t h t he st @oupsoétraditionalists, tmodérristse r g
and practices held by individuals areshould be permitted to endorse and centrists also showed different
beginning to replace religious affiliajpolitical candidates during worship patterns. Across the major affiliations,
tion as the primary basis for politicals er vi ces . 6 traditionalists were most supportive of

cleavages. Religious tradition contin- During the polling, the Democratic McCain, while modernists gave more
ues to shape political tendencies, buRarty nominee was still undecided, ssupport to the Democratic candidate.
political preferences are being morehalf of the respondents were asked

Religion and the Civic Engagement of Americans

A team of local political scientistsCivic Responsibility Project expandeall topic into singular aspects of civic
working through the Henry Instituteupon previous research. According t@esponsibility. Kevin den Dulk, pro-
is continuing to researchtheroleofSmi dt , t hi s pr o] dessbrofiPblitical Saierece at Grartd e  a
religion as it relates to the civic en-sis to assess both the attitudinal, valiéalley State University, examined indi-
gagement of American citizens undeoted commitments and the behav- vidual decisiomaking as it relates to
an ongoing grant from the Lynde ioral responseésas well as the inter- motivation beyond personal self
and Harry Br adl ey aFo ubred asmeieonn .t hoeTimtexesh and towards a common good.
Civic Responsi bi IByincprporating anempirioal amady@plyim Political Science professor
in the spring of 2005 with Phase | sis of civic responsibility, the study Doug Koopman investigated political
which will culminate this fall when demonstrates how religion has encouolerance, while his department col-
Pews, Prayers, and Particgpatiok aged citizens to participate in the poligague James Penning looked at the
summarizing the initial findings, is cal process. Four professors from Calele of religious institutions in foster-
published. vin College and one from Grand Vall&yg civic skills and political knowledge.

The project is led by Corwin State University undertook extensiveStephen Monsma, a Research Fellow
Smidt, Henry Institute Director and scholarly examination of prior informat the Henry Institute, pursued phllan-
political science professor at Calvirtion from publicly available national t hr opy ds r ol e i n sy
College. While previous studies hagairveys of the past decade, examinimgent, and Smidt researched the im-
demonstrated a connection betweethe religious elements most closely tipdct of membership in voluntary asso-
religion and the fostering of civic to implementing civic involvement. ciations.
engagement, the first phase of The The initial research divided the over- continued on page 3



Civic Engagement (continued from page 2)

The detailed research re-  ships between religion ancEa#
sulted in several notable diseivic responsibility than pasiilil
coveries. People who reportpolls, which led to the f
no religious affiliation tend second phase of The Civic,
to volunteer less and give Responsibility Project. In t
less to charity than those  spring of 2008, with funding
with some religious traditionfrom the Bradley Founda- ||
even when also consideringtion, the Henry Institute
membership in secular or- commissioned a survey of
ganizations. Additionally, 3,000 Americans to furthe
church attendance rivals edexplore the role of religion
cation as the most importanfostering civic engagemen
variable affecting the likeli- The results of the survey

hood of maintaining mem- were announced at a natio
bership in a voluntary asso-news conference on June

C'a“F’_”- ) In V_Vashlngt(_)n D.C. and W' he res_earch team includes (left to right) Corwin Smidt, Doug
Initial project research  be included in a volume Wr‘koopman, Steve Monsma, Jim Penning and Kevin den Dulk.
demonstrated the need for den by the research team,

national survey which more with a tentative publication (See related articReligious Voters in the 2008 Presidential
clearly explored the relationdate in 2009. Electiofor additional details.)

Henry Institute Symposium on Religion and Politics

The fourth biennial Sym- brought individuals togetherThe focus of presentations presented, and the structure
posium on Religion and Poliwho share an interest in theincludes philosophy, sociolef the panels is excellent. |
tics was held in April of interaction between religionogy, history and politics; théook forward to this Sym-
2008, providing an opportu-and politics. Each year, the religious contexts encom- posium, both intellectually
nity for scholars to present number of participants and pass nearly all forms of  and personally; it is a won-
papers on their research  the distance they travel to Christianity, as well as the derful community of Chris-
findings, learn about poten-the Symposium has in- Jewish and Muslim faiths. t i an pol i ti cal
tial research opportunities, creased. We are known by Scholars and graduate stu- In 2008, the Henry Insti-
collaborate on future pro- scholars from as far away aslents across various aca- tute offered the opportunity
jects, and foster personal ar@hina, Africa, Scotland, Cardemic disciplines participatéor Symposium presenters
professional relationships. ada, Romania, Turkey and in the Symposium, and  to have their paper include
The three day event includedarious other Eastern Euro-many return to present pa-on the Henry Institute web-
25 panels at which more  pean countries, and many opers at repeated Symposi- site, following the comple-
than 70 papers were pre- them come to participate in ums, finding the event to b&ion of the event. Further

sented. t he Sy mposi urnhoughtprovokingand in- information about upcom-
According to Corwin Symposium topics have tellectually challenging.  ing Symposiums, as well as

Smidt, Henry Institute direc-covered a wide variety of ol | ove t hi past8ventspiasailablengn:d

tor, O0Si nce tsubjectserangingfromiCargraont e d o ne p awwwicavingdu/henry/ 0 Y o

in 2002, the Symposium ontian Zionism to bioethics to have done a fantastic job irprogram.htm
Religion and Politics has  Québécois independence. balancing the perspectives

Upcoming Henry Institute Lectures
September 17, 2008

. October 14, 2008 March 2, 2009
ji.riovsgqllis 3:30 pm 7:30 pm
Matthew Sitman Cal Thomas

The Great Awakening:
Reviving Faith and Politics
a PodReligious Right
America

Calvin Fine Arts Center

IBirough a Glass Darkly: Two Kingdoms: Why

olitics and the Problem of Political Action Cannot
Knowl edge i n SaveAmerica Thoug
Commons Lecture Hall Gezon Auditorium



2008 Washington
D.C. Interns

Marie Grace Alinsao
Philippine Embassy

Clara Campbell
Bread for the World

Brette Davis
U.S. Rep. Mark Kirk

Annalise deZoete
Community Family
Life Services

lvan Gan
International Center for
Not-For-Profit Law

GoelAmos Garcia
UPeacdJS

Paul Gehm
Republican Governors
Association

Timothy Graff
Institute for Global
Engagement

Lena Halasa
Middle East Institute

Catie Kawchak
U.S. Rep. Bill Shuster

Lerae Kroon
International Justice
Mission

Colin McWhertor
Court Services and
Offender Supervision
Administration

Susan Pearson
DCI Group

Josh Ryden
American Enterprise
Institute

Paula Simoni
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Spring Internships in Washington D.C.

The history o fln2a8,leighteendalvini ily positive and worthwhile
volvement in providing students arrived inthecity € [ and] adj ust e
handson student experienceeager to experience Washingell to the life and work of a
in Washington DC goes badion D.C. and begin their ~ young professional. They
many years to the start of aunique internships. The parwere amazed at the variety of
monthlong offcampus in- ticipants were pursuing col- specific opportunities and
terim course for political scidege majors in Accounting, experiences the internships
ence majors. In 2000, the Business, Communicationso pened t o t hem.
Henry Institute expanded th&conomics, International As in previous years, a
opportunity to encompass aRelations, Philosophy, Politinumber of the 2008 partici-
full semester program, plac-cal Science, and Social Worants received job offers and
ing students in working in- Doug Koopman led the acafuture work opportunities at
ternship positions from Feb-demiebased program, teachthe close of the semester,
ruary through May. At the ing several courses during and all noted that the experi-
same time, the Washington the semester, including ences had been valuable for
DC Semester programwaso Pol i t i ¢ s as theiffuiRre al i ty Mat
broadened to encourage pat-er ed, 6 an i n tMatthewScott, framthet o
ticipants to explore positionhristian realism combined Institute for Global Engage-
beyond the traditional politi-with some economic and ment affirmed what the
cal sphere. In the past nine fiscal policy readings. In ad-Henry Institute hears from
years, many Calvin studentslition, students took a coursmany of the employers
have spent their springse- whi ¢ h i nv ol v evderecCalintinkernvyhavei t s
mester in Washington, workto organizations, and speakwor ked: O Thank
ing in social work, law, com-ers who work at the interseanuch for running such an
munications, art, politics, tion of Christian faith and excellent program and sup-
marketing, health care, hu- public life. According to plying us with such capable
man rights, international a-Kk o o p ma n, 0 St wudenatires Christan learn-
fairs, embassies, and manyported their internship ex- ers. The Calvin program is
other fields. periences to be extraordinamne that other schools would
do well to emul

Henry Institute Grants Funding for Student Fellows

Since 2003, the Henry Institute has funded undergraduate research fellow grants, with f
ticipants ranging from three to as many as nine Calvin students each year. Fdi%he 2008
academic year, the Institute is using a different approach to encouraging student researclt
seeking proposals from Calvin College faculty for funding a research project that would p
vide financial support to pay a Calvin student to assist them with their research and proje
tasks. The new approach is intended to encourage Calvin professors to further their rese:
endeavors as well mentor undergraduates in scholarly research.

The 20089 Henry Institute awards were granted to four Calvin faculty members.
Randall Bytwerk of Communication Arts and Sciences will continue work on the German Prop:s
ganda Archive he has created, which includes material from Nazi Germany and the German De-

U.S. Rep. Pete Hoekstramocratic Republic, both of which claimed religious scope but held an ultimate goal of eliminating

Heather Smilde
CNN

Nathaniel Valk
Canadian Embassy

Rachael Willett
White House, Vice
Presidents Office

religion from the public sphere.

Janel Curry from the Geography Department will consider the range of Christian responses to
climate change, including examining the responses and arguments of different Christian groups
within the public policy realm and in public policy debates.

Political Science professor Amy Patterson will investigate the role of Protestant churches in sh
ing policies to fight HIV/AIDS in Zambia and Ghana.

Stephanie Sandberg of Communication Arts and Sciences will explore the relationship betwee
poverty, race and faith in Grand Rapids, interviewing individuals about their personal experience
and ultimately turning those interviews into a theatre piece.
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An Interview with Judge Michael McConnell ... - .

* e Y
Excerpts from an interview before his presentation of the annual Paul B. Henry Lecture on Oct. 12, Zodar/(‘ 4
i 14

For a DVD of the lecture, contaatalvin.edu/castpiesrecordings/call the Calvin College cam-
pus store (616/5476) and use code V14021. (’)

Briefly descr i b eideohtieetineylothedU.Sl, webhaveanraol Kk
at tonightos | e distoricaly.made accommodations see what
. . o which blur the |thayes
| will be offering a historical per- :

. , : for. For example, when public supportean.
fg?ﬁg\éea%gtlrbeeig:a;f;zz'r‘;get\gfﬁﬁr education began, funds were  Some sa
ren?l 2 hiahlv controversial a);éa granted to religious denominations tthey are

yanignly ¢ . " provide education. Over the last 40 taking an g&s
Conventional wisdom is that the years the idea ®6biod
American founding and liberal de- as led to misreading the original cawe, secu-

mocracy in general require a seculg - . " i dar an-
zation of public life, particularly in cepts and American tradition, callindar ap

o : for everything touched by governmeptr 0 a
{)hO;::tli(;Snaon Pec::\{seé?r?ﬁgt{,\/labiuzve to remain secular. | believe a union to issues,
: P y U y between church and state would belaut obviously everyone will assert what
American founders viewed the mat; . ) .
) . . terrible thing, but we do not need they believe to be closest to the morally
ter: they rejected the idea of an Offlétrict separation that secularizes all correct position
cial religious orthodoxy, but for rea ectspof life touched by governm ‘
sons which | find interesting and P Y9 el%w does the constitution fit within this con
compellingd and which are differentls the constitution primarily designedt@eeople advocating for what they believe i

from most of what we hear today. tect the state from too much church mosefly-right?

What does the t eerrmﬁqor tgesctéuE)cngogm §ta|1te0|nr%erfe6eﬁ1 B%?te*euhhe @olhstitution derives

and stateo mean tlbelieyeahe ®ords of the first ~ from the authority of the people to form
amendment g iComgredsther goxainsnent Our godernment is
[italics added] must pass no law re- composed of branches authorized by
specting an establishment of religiothe people, each operating in a some-

=

First, the term in not in the lan-
guage of the U.S. Constitution; the
first amendment does not mention

. r.prohibiting the free exercise what different mode. The constitution
gﬂglrlcr?lgli eStr?(t)ellaal/nr]gsly (teré%tnc?agree _Sn ereof . 0 The phasauthdiity in puosacieily becatise it e c
tablishment of religioinhatgsaid tl% the state, not at the church. was adopted by the people.

idea of separation was alive and w&lhat about instances when religiou¥\graupsactical advice would you offer for
at the adoption of the first amend- seek to influence government to impgoBestistesas they interact with government
ment. Jefferson was a dedicated sttially religious values without the estab%: -

dent of John Locke, who addressegnent of religion per se, such as in th r%cerh citizends obl|

e . .
the issue of tolerance and while heance movement? and'speak in favor of their understand-

did not use the word separation, he !ng of public good, rather f[han se_lf
clearly believed it essential to distin- There is no such thing as a moralityterest, regardless of their premises or

quish the business of government -free system of law; every law refleptgligious beliefs. If you are persuaded |
from the business of religion. morallty of some sort or another. Citiihat somet hi ng is ri
Turning the metaphor of a wall o ights laws reflect a moral judgmentyou should support. The main problems
separation into a principle, howeveLjWS which require us to pay taxes ivith modern democracy stem from peo-
can be difficult and misleading. order to maintain agricultural price ple who view politics as a way to appro-

Lockeds rol e of s%ogq;sergflﬁcmmrfquug%?%nt. | priate the wealth of others, or who view
small: the state was to keep peaceth nk every citizen'in a republic, in- politics as a meapirited party preoc-

prevent force and fraud among Citi_’cluding a religious person, is entitleccupation. These are the two greatest

zens and protect against foreign ertg_push for what he t_JeI_ieV(_as i_s the threats to modern American democracy.
mies. The rest of society, including est way to run public institutions. Michael McConnell is a federal appellate judge
education and social welfare was 080 you believe it is undesirable to hif¢he U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth

the side of the line with church. Sog momnaulty al 6 g o v e WY knawn for his judicial opinions
how do we preserve religious free- related to churehtate issues, as well as his

~ 3 [ holarly work in constitutional law and the-
dom when Lockeds !Vaulthsay notoplypipdesirglg, scnoary ! fic
state have been pushed back extefput impossible. People sometimes a4y, particularly in the religion clauses of the

. . . First Amendment.
sively to leave little on the church sert that this is their position, but |


http://www.calvin.edu/campus-store/recordings/
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Workshop on Survey Research and American Religion

Since 2001, the Henry Institute has Brazil,
sponsored the weédngPollsters and Pachina,

explore existing survey data to learn Lebanon.
methods for correlating religious and Due to
political beliefs and behaviors. The stuthe popu-
dents expand their knowledge about larity of the

and apply these new skills to draw conand the
clusions, presenting their
findings at the close of th
workshop. Through 2007}
the program was held evés
other year, with about ter;
to fifteen graduate stude '(,
from political science anc s
related fields participating
each time.

Over time, the academ
disciplines in which partic:
pants were studying bro thanked the Henry Insti-
ened, and the educationa 2007 Workshop Participants . tute for the opportunity to
level of the students also expanded to obe a part of the
include some who have completed Phzarge number of 2007 applicants, aut to be even more useful for me
work. In June of 2007, the program in- otherPollsters and Parishimssien than expected. On top of learning
cluded the largest number of participant&s held during 2008. Sixteen PhDabout [the data bases and statistical
ever. Twentghree individuals attended students working in political scienc@nalysis methods], the contacts with
the workshop, led by Corwin Smidt  sociology, religion, and economics Workshop participants might be very
(Henry Institute Director), James Guth traveled from across the United ~ useful for the future. Finally, the

2008 Workshop Participants
shop provided a unique
and valuable path to ex-
pand their knowledge in
the field of statistical and
4 scientific measurement, as
¥| well as make connections
with colleagues who share
1 their academic interests.
One participant

(Political Science Professor, Furman Ustates, Hungary and Romaniatop@0ossi bi Il ity to opl
versity), and Lyman Kellstedt (Politicalticipate in the program from June 1datafiles was an academic delight. | ]
Science Professor emeritus, Wheaton through 18. When the workshop am very grateful . o

College). The students were selected concluded, each individual offered a _ _ .
from among 45 applications received resoundingly positive evaluation of For information about the tentatively

from across the United States, Canadahe program, noting that the work- Scheduled 2009 program:
www.calvin.edu/henry/program.htm

New Books Published

The initial results of research from than using individual religious affiliea ut h o r
The Civic Responsibility Project (see réion as the basis for evaluation.  in writing the
lated article on page 2) will be publishe he book i iiable f G book was to
this fall inPews, Prayers and Participatio 1€ DOOK IS avallable rpm eorgee-quip Chris-
Religion and Civic Responsibility in An{gw&Unlversny Press at: tians to make PR A= 0
by Georgetown University Press. Au- WWW.press.georgetown.edu godly, humani
thors Corwin Smidt, Kevin Den Dulk,  In April, a new book by Henry tarian choices PR
Jim Penning, Steve Monsma and Dougnstitute Senior Research Fellow rather than -
Koopman take a fresh look at the quesSteve Monsma was publisheiéal- purely politica
tion: Does religion really matter in ing for a Broken Wealts Christians ones.
American public life? The book uniquely live out their faith in politics, using Monsma ha
forms its evaluations based upon a citia scriptural, Christian response to had a distin-
zends | evel of p a Isduéseuchas dgehoside, giolsal wegtished @dreer insbotldacademia and
public dimensions of religious life, rathétig, and human trafficking. The  political office, teaching political




Evaluation of DOL Grant to Serve At -risk Youth Pager

In 2007, the Henry Institute receivdwblding focus groups atten siteswitht i onds ef f or t i s t
a $96,000 grant from the Departmenthe young people enrolled in the pro-had been with the programs only a
of Labor to conduct an evaluation grams. Analysis of the dataaswellas hort ti me and wer
study of a three year initiative com- the focus group interviews clearly pr ogr ess . 6 It is
pleted by the Latino Coalition for Faitshowed that the programs mostsuc-y oung per sondés | i f
and Community Initiatives based in cessful at reaching the target individuaround quickly or easily. Months, and
Bakersville, California. The Coalition als and accomplishing their goals weggmetimes years, are needed. Even
program was funded by a $10 millionthose that affirmed a holistic-gaing  persons who eventually succeed of-
DOL award. The evaluation and repagpproach to reaching the youth and ten experience some failures in the
by the I nstitut e &eepin§ thenvirerolvBtomosguiag papfocess. Our evaluation was that the
Corwin Smidt was to be submitted tograms, rather than simply enrolling inpositive outcomes of the partici-
the Department of Labor by n2@08. dividuals in single training sessions. pant$i while far from the 100 per-

The Latino Coalition formed a In looking at the statistical data, cent levél were certainly sufficient
unique program in 2004 in seven citiddo n s ma not ed, 0 O nosigralahe overdll Buadess of the
(Phoenix, Denver, Los Angeles, Sanwhether these are encouragingordi3-at i no Coal i ti onds
Diego, Dallas and Houston), partner-couraging percentages. Almost half of After concluding their evaluation,
ing with twentyeight social service  the participants did not experience Smidt and Monsma were invited to
agencies to provide programs fer at even one of the positive outcomes participate in the June, 2008 White
risk Latino youth between the ages oidentified in our evaluation other tharHouse National FaitBased and
14 and 21 to address educational neaslsjding recidivism. However, one  Community Initiatives Conference in
job training and preparedness, counsalist consider that most of these  Washington D.C. Smidt presented
ing and anger management, and prolgeuthsd although not without talents their findings and evaluation of the

lems related to other life situations, and a desire to make somethingusefulat i no Coal i ti onods
with a goal of avoiding future involve-out of their lives were facing huge a panel regarding-Risk Youth.
ment with the justice system. social, cultural, educational and eco-Several thousand scholars and practi-

Over the three year grant period, tm®mic challenges. Given their circumtoners in the field of faitbased and
Latino Coalition carefully maintained stances, these positive outcomes car®@&munity initiatives attended the
records of youth participation and preseen as a success level to be applaudeg@ference, and the-Risk Youth
gram outcomes. The final data showddhe very low 9 percent recidivism ratganel spoke to an audience of ap-
that of the roughly 2,750 participantsitself is particularly impressive, givenproximately 500 people, discussing
91% avoided recidivism, 20% gainedthat national statistics for the overall various governmefiinded efforts
employment, almost 11% reached arpopulation show 82.1 percent of 14 t@esigned to meet the challenges
educational milestone, and almost hdlf7 year olds who have been incarcerfaced by young people who are at
spent a significant amount of time in ated were rearrested within three yeaisk.
the Latino Coalition programs. Mon-of t hei r r el e as e . @he full reportwill be published after
sma and Smidt visited nineteen ofthe Smi dt added, 0 A thgeyauaian processas completedby the e
social service agencies participating taken into account when evaluating tRgpartment of Labor. For additional in-

the grant, interviewing staff at each apasitive outcome levels of the Coali- formation about receiving a copy, contact
the Henry Institutehenry@calvin.eflu

New Books (continued from page 6)

science at Calvin College, Pepperdindor Social Action states that
University in California, and State Uni® Mo n s ma 0 §i agansticcesséul | i 1 e/,
versity College in New York. He servegblitician and a gifted professor of po-
in both the Michigan House of Repre-litical sciende has prepared him to
sentatives and the Michigan Senate, amdte this clear, compelling book. A BROKEN
was Acting Director of the Michigan Every Christian with any interest in 5y 0]
Department of Social ServicesandDip ol i ti ¢cs shoul d read\\/&® R)]_D
rector of its Office of Quality Review. The book is available from Cross- -
The book has been hailed as a bal-

anced and timely perspective on how way Books and Bibles

Christians should engage in the poIitic(é{YWW'hea”ngbrOkenWerdbOOK'com) iiable f ith Ali
process. Ronald Sider of Evangelicals""nOI can be accompan_led by a comparaliable from Faith Alive
lon DVD and study guide, which are(www.faithaliveresources.org)
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Forgiveness in International Politics Pages

On November 27, 2007, Wheatonthe moral courage needed to forgive of debts: the oppressors moved on
College professor Mark Amstutz prehorrific deeds and atrocities is greatewith their lives after the acts were
sented a Henry Institute lecture focuan the courage to do anything elsecommitted, but victims who may be
ing on the concept of forgiveness  And yet, without forgiveness, there céarboring hatred must let go and

within the international political set- be no hope. move on with their lives as well.

ting. Dr. Amstutz has done consider- Five aspects of forgiveness were ~ Amstustz noted several approaches
able research on international politiasutlined by that may be taken as nations and indi-
and ethics, with a focus on forgive- Amstutz. The viduals deal with past acts: to deny the
ness and reconciliation in public life first is recog- occurrence of the act; political amne-
particularly the healing of nations in nition of the sia so one need not deal with the

the aftermath of civil war and mass actual deed; wrong; amnesty, whether partial or
atrocitiesThe Promise and Limits of &oe-does not complete; trugelling of some sort to
giveness in International ®liéssed need to for- make oppressors accountable for their
the nature, as well as the act, of for-give unin- actions; purging (however, innocent
giveness, with Amstutz asserting thaended conse- people are usually hurt unintention-
forgiveness is not letting someone offuences; as ally); and finally through trials. He

the hook, but rather the lifting of  the act of argues that the last option is the only
debts in part or in whole. It has bothfargiveness one that really heals both victims and

subjective and objective dimension, involves actions committed intention-offenders, leading to reconciliation.

beginning with a transformation of ally. The renunciation of vengeance isle asserts that nations around the

disposition, giving up hatred againstthe second step in the process, fol- globe need to embrace an ethic of

one who has committed the wrong. lowed by empathy, or seeing the shafedjiveness, and further, that the

The objective aspect of forgiveness mimanity in both the oppressor and church has a duty to proclaim this

|l ess about a o0f ethdvictimgdd recdyrazing thelfatlem ethicsoplave and grace.

cific deeds and confessing wrong dayature of individuals. The fourth aspectDr. Amstutz concluded his remarks

ings. is the necessity of trutélling as per- with the famous words of Desmond
According to Amstutz, forgivenesgetrators must acknowledgewrong Tut u: OWi t hout f or

restores relationships and brings hedbing without making excuses ortryimgo f ut ur e. 6

ing. It frees individuals from captivitjo justify their actions. The final step is

The Church in Russia Today

Alexei Bodrov presented an one, and there are even certain Ruselose relationship has poisoned the
enlightening and informative lecture sians who will assert their identity aseffectiveness of the Church as a vocal
on the state of democracy andreli- 0 Or t hodox at hei s adsocabe ofccivil society, andernninmg
gious liberty in Russia on October 3,view Orthodoxy as strictly a cultural its ability to influence political life in a
2007. Bodrov teabtobditage. at St Andr e wmdrda direction. He asserts that until
Biblical Theological Institute in Mos- The Orthodox Church has a formahe Church is able to fill such a role as
cow, which offers a variety of pro- association with the federal govern- critic and leader, civil society in Russia
grams for both undergraduate and ment in Russia, and there is no con-will not have a chance to flourish.
graduate students interested in studyersation about, or prescription for,  The current popular Russian per-
ing Orthodox theology. the separation of church and state. spective on human rights is articulated

Bodrov discussed the currentstatd he noti on of 0 abywardy promanent chwgh and gov-i o 1
of the Orthodox Church in Russia at between the two which iscommonlye r n ment | eader s whc
large, asserting that religious con- espoused in U.S. politicsisnotmir-r i ght s6 as a West er
sciousness in Russia has not really rored in Russia, where Orthodox  sert that the majority of the people
been revived. In the country today, clergy regularly hold political offices must determine what is best, even if
there is a distinct difference betweenwithin both the church and govern- that results in the sacrifice of individ-
Orthodoxy as religious practice and asent. The Orthodox religion is evenual rights and freedoms. This concept
cultural heritage. The majority of Rusncorporated into the military estab- that Russia should establish its own
sians who claim affiliation with the lishment, with state ceremonies to standards for human rights is believed
Orthodox Church view it as a culturatonsecrate weapons and military by Bodrov to be an excuse created by
identification more than a religious equipment. According to Bodrov, thiRRussian officials, and



