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            Calvin University

            OPENING CONVOCATION

            Friday, August 25, 2023

            1:45 p.m. EDT

            Van Noord Arena

            

                
                Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.

                GALATIANS 6:9 (NIV)
                

          

        

      

    

  




    
      
          
        With gratitude to God for the new academic year, please join President Wiebe Boer and the Calvin community in celebrating Opening Convocation.

         

        
          
            Live stream

          

        Watch live on Friday, August 25 at 1:45 p.m. EST

   
        Calvin University Opening Convocation

      
        	View the enhanced Order of Ceremony or download the 2023 Convocation Program



        


        
      

    


	
	  
		ORDER OF CEREMONY

		  
	    
          Open allClose all
        


		PRELUDE MEDLEY 

		FACULTY PROCESSIONAL

		Sing Praise to the Lord, You People of Grace (Psalm 150), Leckebusch/Lim
 
		The faculty processional is led by Matt Heun, PhD, professor of engineering, and recipient of Calvin’s 2023 Presidential Award for Exemplary Teaching; and Scott Rush, PhD, professor of business, and 2023 Professor of the Year.

		  
		OPENING REMARKS

			
			Wiebe Boer, PhD, president
				
				[image: President Boer]Wiebe Boer is the 12th president of Calvin University. He earned a doctorate and two master’s degrees from Yale University and a bachelor’s degree from Calvin, all in history. Boer, a 1997 alumnus, was inaugurated as president of Calvin University on October 26, 2022.

				Boer brings a unique combination and depth of experience working across the private and social sectors in four countries on two continents over the past two decades.

				He carries a deep sense of nurturing communities of welcome and flourishing in all he does. He has served professionally in managing investments and philanthropy, with his work taking place globally from Mauritania to Atlanta, Georgia. Prior to being called as president of the university, he was living in Lagos, Nigeria for 12 years, and serving as CEO of All On, an energy investment fund of Shell Global.

				Boer, who was raised in Nigeria as the son of CRC missionaries, holds citizenship in the Netherlands, Canada, and the United States.

				

			


		OPENING SONG

			
				Let the Earth Be Glad (Psalm 96), Kimbrough
			  
				Let the earth be glad 

				Let the stars rejoice 

				Let the forests sing, let the ocean roar 

				Come and join their song 

				Come and lift your voice 

				The Lord our God is king 

				People of the earth 

				Lay your glory down 

				Come to him alone who can wear the crown 

				Come and find your place 

				Come and learn to sing 

				The Lord our God is king 

				Glory, glory, glory to the king 

				Glory, glory, all creation sings 

				Every nation sing 

				Every language shout 

				Bring your gifts with joy to the Savior’s house 

				No more ‘us and them’ 

				No one gets left out 

				The Lord our God is king 

				Glory, glory, glory to the king 

				Glory, glory, all creation sings 

				All the earth at rest 

				Every creature blessed 

				For he comes with justice and righteousness 

				In the darkness, light 

				Every wrong made right 

				The Lord our God is king 

				Glory, glory, glory to the king 

				Glory, glory, all creation sings 

				Glory, glory, glory to the king 

				Glory, glory, all creation sings 

				Wendell Kimbrough

				© 2020 Kimbrough, Wendell

				CCLI License #400063

				

			
			
		  
			
			EDUCATIONAL FRAMEWORK

			
				Noah Toly, PhD, provost
				
				[image: Noah Toly]Noah Toly is the ninth provost or chief academic officer at Calvin University. He earned a bachelor of arts degree in interdisciplinary studies and Spanish from Wheaton College in 1999. He went on to earn a masters in theology from Wheaton College and both a masters and doctorate of philosophy degree in urban affairs and public policy from the University of Delaware.

				Prior to coming to Calvin, Toly served for 15 years on the faculty of Wheaton College, where he held appointments as the executive director of the Center for Urban Engagement and professor of urban studies and politics & international relations. He has also held appointments as a lecturer at the Free University of Berlin’s Center for Global Politics, senior fellow at the Chicago Council on Global Affairs and the University of Chicago’s Martin Marty Center for the Public Understanding of Religion, visiting scholar at Duke Divinity School, and associate fellow at the University of Virginia’s Institute for Advanced Studies in Culture.

				

			
		  	
		  
			The mission of Calvin University is to equip students to think deeply, to act justly, and to live wholeheartedly as Christ’s agents of renewal in the world.

			Calvin’s educational framework is derived from that mission. It articulates a frame that ensures integrated, coherent, holistic programs and practices in which students learn and develop. The framework names university-wide goals that ground the institution’s curricular and co-curricular activities. It attempts to answer the question, What are the enduring characteristics or qualities of thinking, doing, and being that mark a Calvin University graduate?

			The four primary components of the educational framework are represented on the large banners hanging in the front of the arena.

			
			[image: Learning, Faith, Citizenship, Vocation]
		  
		  	SPEAKERS

			  
			Learning Broad, Deep, Engaged

			  
				Irene Kraegel, PsyD, director, Center for Counseling and Wellness 
				
					[image: Irene Kraegel]Irene Kraegel is a licensed clinical psychologist who serves as director of the Center for Counseling and Wellness at Calvin University. Since joining Calvin in 2009, she has led creative initiatives to broaden access for students to mental health treatment by strengthening both on-campus resources and off-campus collaborations. In addition to extensive experience as a psychotherapist and clinical supervisor, Kraegel facilitates mindfulness groups for Calvin students and community groups who are interested in pursuing mindfulness practice within a Christian framework. Her two books, The Mindful Christian (Broadleaf Books, 2020) and A Mindful Moment (Zonderkidz, 2022), explore the intersection of mindfulness and Christian faith, providing Christians (both adults and teens) with practical and inspiring tools for deepening their appreciation for the life God has given. Kraegel also writes for her website, www.TheMindfulChristian.com and on Instagram @mindfulxian.

				

			
		  
			Faith Informed, Courageous, Lived

			  
				Adejoke Ayoola, PhD, dean, School of Health 
				
					[image: Adejoke Ayoola]Adejoke Ayoola began her career at Calvin University as an assistant professor of nursing in 2007 and became the chairperson and professor of nursing by 2020. She is an African-born scholar who has worked extensively on women and young girls’ health issues in the United States and internationally. She created the Preconception Reproductive Knowledge promotion (PREKNOP) program for women. Funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, this program allowed Calvin nursing students under the supervision of Calvin faculty and staff to teach women about the many aspects of reproductive health. The success of this program led the women to yearn for more. They desired for their daughters to be taught the same things. This led to Ayoola helping establish the annual H.E.A.L.T.H. Camp (Health, Education, and Leadership Training for a Hopeful Future), an interdisciplinary camp with the goal of promoting a culture of health among young girls aged 9–15 years. Adejoke serves as a leader in the nursing profession as a fellow of the American Academy of nursing and in the community. Through the Carnegie Foundation she has successfully launched international partnerships with Bowen University in Nigeria and Daystar University in Kenya. In July of 2022, Ayoola became the inaugural dean of the school of health at Calvin University.

				

			
		  
			Citizenship Local, Global, Christlike

			  
				Bear de Boo ’24, student body president 
				
					[image: Bear de Boo]Bear de Boo is serving as student body president for the 2023–2024 academic year. Growing up in Tokyo, Japan, and Leiden, the Netherlands, de Boo chose to attend Calvin University and believes it to be one of the best choices he has ever made. His academic interests include his majors of political science and history. His involvement at Calvin spans from dorm leadership to student senate, from orientation board to dance guild. He has also taken advantage of countless other opportunities as de Boo believes Calvin’s community to be the very best. In his free time, de Boo enjoys endless conversation, spontaneous road-trips, and traveling on a budget.

				

			
		  
			Vocation Responsive, Discerning, Dynamic

			  
				Jesús Delgado, academic counselor, Center for Student Success 
				
					[image: Jesús Delgado]Jesús Delgado is a first-generation college graduate holding a bachelor’s degree in business with a concentration in human resources from Calvin University. Jesús brings eight years of collective experience across higher education, talent acquisition, and human resources. Prior to his current position at Calvin, Jesús served as a success navigator through the West Michigan Hispanic Chamber of Commerce where he provided career development services to Latinx college students across the state of Michigan. He is now in his second year as an academic counselor at Calvin. Jesús also serves as an advisor for the Latin American Student Association and is a co-founder and co-chair of the Calvin Latinx Network, an affinity group officially launching this fall for Calvin Latinx faculty and staff.

				

			
		
		  
		SCRIPTURE READING

		Galatians 6:9, John 14:12–14

		Taylor Sanborn ’25

		  
		  9Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
 Galatians 6:9 (NIV)


		  
		  12Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.
 John 14:12–14 (NIV)



			  
			MATRICULATION CEREMONY

			Wiebe Boer, PhD, president, and Noah Toly, PhD, provost

		  
			
			Incoming students join a history of formal education stretching back to the training of scribes in Sumeria more than 5,500 years ago. And they are participating in a Calvin history that points back to 1876, the year the institution welcomed its first class of students. Today, students are invited to join more than 65,000 alumni in adding their names to Calvin’s rich history by signing a paper that will be bound in book form and placed in the university’s historical archives.

			Students are also receiving a commemorative coin during the ceremony that will serve as the front bookend to their Calvin journey. Students will receive the other bookend, their diploma, during their graduation ceremony in this same venue.

			
				
					About the commemorative coin
					
			[image: The two sides of the commemorative coin.]One side of the coin shows Calvin University’s official seal, based on an image of a hand and a heart used by Reformer John Calvin in the 1540s to seal his letters. In the 1920s, Calvin University adopted an iteration that included the motto: My heart I offer to you Lord, promptly and sincerely. The English and Latin versions of the seal are prominently featured in formal academic ceremonies and publications.

			The other side of the coin displays Calvin University’s official logo, which features the wayfnder—a chevron derived from the pentagon shape in the university’s official seal. The four outermost corners form a square, paying homage to the institution’s foundational theology that every square inch belongs to God. Within the wayfnder is the reflective “c” symbol, standing for “Calvin” and forming the semblance of a heart, also tying into the heart-in-hand element in the institution’s seal. Language from the university’s mission statement surrounds the logo on the coin.

				

			
			

		PRAYER OF BLESSING

		Mary Hulst, PhD, university pastor

		  
		We will be praying for each other this afternoon. When you are praying for others, extend a hand toward them in a gesture of blessing. When you are being prayed for, please hold your hands in front of you as a gesture of reception.


	    
			For these new students, Lord, we pray for courage. Bless them with a willingness to try new things, explore new subjects, and expand their worlds. Give them the freedom to fail, and then build up in them the resilience to try again.

			For the students’ families and friends, Lord, we ask that you turn their hearts away from worry and toward gratitude, away from regret and toward contentment, away from holding on and toward letting go. Give them the courage to leave this campus today knowing that their children are in the palm of your hand. We are grateful for how you have used parents and step-parents, relatives and friends to shape these students, and we pray that you give them wisdom as they continue to invest in their students’ lives.

			For the returning students, Lord, we pray that you empower them to be people of integrity: May the words they sing in worship be lived out in the classroom, playing field, rehearsal room, and residence halls. May the lives that they live and the choices that they make mark them as followers of Jesus. As they choose areas of focus for their studies, guide them to areas in which they can find you already at work.

			For the faculty and staff, Lord, we pray for joy as they enter into a new academic year. May those who teach be empowered by your Holy Spirit to teach with boldness and compassion, with warmth and fairness, with justice and mercy. May those on our staff be satisfied with the work they have done this summer to prepare the campus for this fall. We pray that all employees of Calvin University will be blessed with a longing to serve those around them wisely and well, with patience toward those with whom they work, and with joy that pervades their lives at work and at home.

			For all of us: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May he make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. May the Lord let the light of his countenance shine upon you and give you peace. Amen!

		

		  
			ALMA MATER

			
			
				Calvin Alma Mater, Bruinooge (words), Grotenhuis (music)
			
			  

					
						
							Calvin, Calvin, sing we all to thee; 

							To Dear Alma Mater, we pledge fidelity. 

							Forever faithful to maroon and gold, 

							Thy name and honor we ever shall uphold! 

							Calvin, Calvin, God has been thy guide; 

							Dear Alma Mater, thy strength he shall provide; 

							Be loyal ever to the faith of old, 

							God’s name and honor we ever shall uphold!

						

                    	

						
							
							Play the Calvin Alma Mater (on a loop)
								
									Download audio
								
							
						

					


				

			

			RECESSIONAL

		Rejoice in All Your Works (Psalm 104), Kimbrough


		POSTLUDE


	  

	


    
      

        
          
            Map and parking

          
          
          The Calvin University Visitor Parking map provides a map of the campus and the many parking options available for this event.

          NOTE: The circle drive south of the Venema Aquatic Center will also be open for those who need to drop off a guest.

        


      

    


  
  

    
      
        
          
          Lunch and seating

          
          An all-campus luncheon will be held on the Commons Lawn at 11:30 a.m. (rain locations: Commons Dining Hall and Knollcrest Dining Hall).

          
          First year and transfer students will enter with their orientation groups before the event. Faculty (in academic regalia) will process in by department. All faculty, staff, emeriti, parents and upperclass students will sit in the lower level surrounding the first-year students who will be seated on the main floor of the arena.
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      [image: My Heart I Offer To You Lord, Promptly and Sincerely.]
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