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By Lauren DeHaan
Online editor

Calvin’s provost search com-
mittee has recommended Cheryl 
Brandsen, Calvin’s current dean 
of social sciences and contex-
tual disciplines, as the college’s  
next provost.

“C he r y l ’s  d e mon s t r a t ed 
com m it me nt  to  Re fo r med 
Christianity, academic excel-
lence and her winsome and col-
laborative approach to leadership 
distinguished her at the end of the 
process,” said Calvin’s president 
Michael Le Roy in a press release. 
“We are grateful for her willing-
ness to serve Calvin College in 
this new role.”

The recommendation will need 
to be approved by Calvin’s board 
of trustees and the Christian 
Reformed Church’s synod before 
Brandsen begins her tenure as 
provost on July 1, 2014.

According to the press release, 
Brandsen will serve as the chief 
academic officer for the college 
and sit on the president’s cabi-
net. Brandsen is confident her 
experience as an academic dean 
has prepared her well for the role.

“Being in the role of academic 
dean, one sees a lot and hears 

a lot about what is going on in 
the institution. There are many 
good things happening here at 
Calvin that have come about be-
cause of [current provost Claudia 
Beversluis’] leadership, and I’m 
so grateful and appre-
ciative to her for that,” 
said Brandsen. “There 
are also things that I’ve 
observed as we move 
forward that present op-
portunities for Calvin 
to consider, so just be-
ing in this off ice has 
given me a front-row 
seat to some of those  
conversations.”

Brandsen was se-
lected by the provost 
search committee, a 
group of 11 members 
of the college’s faculty, 
admin is t rat ion and 
staff, which was co-
chaired by President Le 
Roy and Judy Vander 
Woude, professor of 
communication ar ts 
and sciences.

Accord ing to the 
press release, “the na-
tional search included 
more than 150 nominations and 
resulted in a diverse and qualified 
pool of 28 applicants.”

In a letter sent to faculty, staff 
and students, President Le Roy 
commended the work of the 
search committee for producing 
such a strong group of applicants. 

“Our finalist pool consisted of 

two chief academic officers and 
Dean Brandsen. The finalists had 
extensive interviews with me, the 

By COnnOr SterCHi
Campus news Co-editor

Calvin College graduates from 
the classes of 2010-2013 did not 
get the chance to receive a class 
yearbook. But they will soon get 
that opportunity, even if it is a 
few years later.

Prism, the official yearbook of 
Calvin College, was discontinued 
in 2010 due to lack of interest after 
90 consecutive years of publica-
tion. But recent grant funding 
has allowed Michael Van Denend 
(director of alumni, parent and 
community relations) to revive 
the yearbook. The grant was de-
signed to fund projects that will 
increase and diversify on-cam-
pus student employment. Van 
Denend thought that reinstating 
the student yearbook would suit 
that purpose.

Junior Erin Smith and sopho-
more Erin Barents were hired as 
editors for Prism. Rather than 
skip the previous three years, they 
decided to produce yearbooks for 
the classes of 2010-2013 before 
resuming yearbook production 
for present-day graduates.

Although the 2010-2013 class 
yearbooks are belated, they will 
not be made from a retrospective 
viewpoint. Smith and Barents 
plan to go back in time and de-
sign the yearbooks as if they 

were made in the graduates’  
present-day.

“We decided that we’re go-
ing to make it [as if ] it’s 2011,” 
Barents said, “because 10 years 
from now no one is going to care 
that this was made three years 

later. We want them to look back 
and have it be a ref lection of  
the year.”

“Theoretically someone read-
ing this in 20 years wouldn’t nec-
essarily know it was made three 

years after the fact,” Smith said. 
“We’re going to take the stance 
of [being] in that year. So I think 
given that, we’re not necessarily 
going to try to be doing anything 
different than if we were living in 
that year.”

But Prism won’t always be a 
few years behind schedule. In 
order to realign with the present 
in a couple of years, the Prism 
editors intend to create one year-
book for each semester for the  

classes of 2010-13.
“The plan is to do an expedited 

[yearbook] per semester,” Smith 
said. “So eventually two years 
from now, we’ll catch up to the 
present and have a whole year to 
do the present [yearbook].”

Without the help of a currently-
enrolled student body, Smith and 
Barents are digging into past 
archives, records and documents 
in order to create a yearbook rel-
evant and timely for those who 
graduated a few years ago.

“We’re figuring out what went 
on during those years,” Barents 
said. “What was new to the 
school, what changed, what im-
portant things we need to cover.”

“I’m going to go through every 
article of every Chimes issue that 
year to see what was happen-
ing,” Smith said. “For example, 
yesterday I found that year was 
the year that they stopped using 
trays in the dining hall, or that 
this artist came for SAO this year 
or that was the year they started 
doing the can food drive in the 
dorms again.”

But Smith and Barents have 
discovered that working on past 
yearbooks from the present has its 
limitations and challenges.

“Unfortunately, because we’re 
working in history, we can’t line 
up all the seniors and take their 
pictures,” Smith said. “If we 
were doing this year’s yearbook, 

we could hire a photographer 
to get the seniors’ pictures, 
and not use their freshmen 
Quest pictures. But we can’t 
exactly corral all the people 
who graduated in 2011 and 
take their pictures.”

The main sections of the 
yearbook will include class 
pictures, student life, events, 
sports, student organizations 
and clubs.

The yearbook editors hope 
to garner student interest for 
Prism so that it will be profit-
able and unlikely to discon-
tinue in the near future.

“The goal is to make it self-
sustaining,” Smith said. “We 
have this grant money to kick 
start it this year, but hopefully 
through sales this year it can 
fund itself. Part of what is 
really important for us is not 
only editing and publishing 
but also a heavy component 
of marketing, because in order 
to continue this project beyond 
this year and not have it die 
again, we have to do really 
good marketing and make it 
appealing so that it will be able 
to fund itself.”

Smith and Barents also 
plan to set up a website and 
Facebook page so that students 
can submit pictures and re-
ceive more information about 
the yearbook.

committee, the president’s cabi-
net, trustee Wendy Hofman who 
represented the Academic Affairs 
Committee and the Board, as 
well as a student panel. I have 
not seen a more competitive 

pool for a senior leadership po-
sition in the eight executive-
level searches I have witnessed,”  

Le Roy said.
Before becoming a dean, 

Brandsen served as the de-
partment chair for the soci-
ology and social work de-
partment (2002-2008). She 

also has 25 years of 
exper ience in the 
classroom teaching 
sociology and social  
work courses.

“ Pa r t  o f  w h a t 
makes it possible to 
say ‘yes’ to this job 
i s  k nowing there 
are so many smart, 
talented people on 
th i s  campus who 
know a lot about 
students, about en-
rollment, about ad-
vancement and about 
teaching, learning 
and research,” said 
Brandsen in the press 
release. “They all are 
incredibly commit-
ted to this institution 
and faithful to the 
work we do here. I 
look forward to con-
tinuing to work with 
al l of these excel-

lent people, both within the 
academic affairs division and 
across other divisions.”

Calvin names new Provost-Elect Cheryl Brandsen

Calvin yearbook Prism returns after four-year absence

Cheryl Brandsen, current dean of social sciences and contextual disciplines, was 
chosen for, among other reasons, her “commitment to Reformed Christianity.”
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Erin Smith (right) and Erin Barents (left) were hired as editors.
PHOtO By erin SmitH
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BY KELLEE DRAGT
Staff Writer

Ever y Wednesday n ig ht , 
Calvin Col lege hosts Grand 
Rapids Original Swing Society 
(G.R.O.S.S.) for a fun-f i l led  
n i g h t  o f  s w i n g  d a n c i n g 
w i t h  f e l l o w  C a l v i n  s t u -
dents. The cost is $5 for each  
a t t e nd a nc e .  T he  lo c a t io n  
changes week by week but 
you c a n f i nd  t he  loc a t ion  
detai ls in the student news.  
Over  t he nex t  fou r  week s, 
t he  e ve n t  w i l l  b e  he ld  i n  
t h e  C o v e n a n t  F i n e  A r t s  
Center, room 135.

“We’ve never had 
a gateway back to 
Calvin because the 
Zaagman family, 
who all graduated 
from Calvin, didn’t 
really have a con-
nection to bring it 
back,” said Kayla 
VandenBosch, an 
assistant instructor 
for G.R.O.S.S.

VandenBosch, a 
freshman this year 
at Calvin, has been 
swing dancing with 
G.R.O.S.S since she 
was in the seventh 
grade and has helped 
b r i ng  t he  s w i ng 
d a nc i n g  s o c ie t y  
back to Calvin.

“I’m also on the 
marketing commit-
tee for G.R.O.S.S. 
I  love ta lk ing to 
people and getting 
people involved be-
cause it’s a great way 
for Calvin to reach 

out into the community,” said 
VandenBosch.

The event is a lso a g reat 
outreach to the community as 
half of the members are not  
Calvin students.

“It’s a great date night, it’s a 
great friend night and it’s also a 
great way to make friends, either 
from Calvin or from the com-
munity,” said VandenBosch. “It 
has gotten me to meet so many 
great people and now it’s like a 
second family to me. I just re-
ally love it and have never really  
considered myself a dancer.”

“Swing dance has really got-
ten me out of a bubble and it 

has taught me skills that have 
transferred over to other aspects  
of my life,” she added.

According to VandenBosch, 
t h e  w e e k l y  e v e n t  p a r t -
ners with the Bal l room and 
Social Dance Club (BASDC)  
student organization.

“They do have a night where 
they do swing but we are fo-
cused mainly on East Coast 
swing, which is a very easy 
step that anyone can learn,”  
said VandenBosch.

Students with little or no dance 
background are welcomed to 
at tend on Wednesday nights 
as the focus will be on teach-

Calvin hosts Grand Rapids Original Swing Society 
ing; over six instructors will be  
present and wil l ing to work  
with newcomers.

“We do a lot of f loor work 
if you don’t want to do aeri-
als, where your feet don’t leave 
the ground,” said VandenBosch 
regarding the type of swing  
dancing they focus on.

The number of people that 
come every week varies and 
people can come whenever they 
would like. For more informa-
tion, contact VandenBosch via 
email at kjv93@students.cal-
vin.edu or the Grand Rapids  
O r i g i n a l  S w i n g  S o c i e t y  
Facebook page.

BY LAUREN DEHAAN
Online Editor

The Great Gatsby Formal 
a nd  Poke r  Nig ht  fe a t u r ed 
a  l i ve  j a z z  b a nd ,  m a s he d  
potato bar and a larger than  
expected turnout.

According to John Britton, 
associate dean of student de-
velopment, the demand for  
the event far exceeded weekend  
programming’s expectations.

“I thought we would get maybe 
250-300 people and when we hit 
400 it was like holy cow,” said 
Britton. “We called the Amway 
to see if we could get more and 
they said we were already in  
violation of fire code.”

Student body president David 
Kuenzi was also pleased with 
the turnout and how the event  
came together.

“The night is going really, re-
ally well. I think that everybody 
is having an amazing time and I 

think that this has been a huge 
success,” Kuenzi said at the event.

St udent  senate  prov ided 
the funds for the event which 
w a s  c o - h o s t e d  b y  w e e k - 
e n d  p r o g r a m m i n g  a n d  
residence life.

According to Kuenzi, this 
c o l l a b o r a t io n  w a s  d u e  t o 
s t u d e nt  s e n a te  d i s t a nc i n g  
themselves from hosting their 
own events.

“Student senate funded this 
event,” Kuenzi said. “Because 

The Grand Rapids Original Swing Society is partnering with Calvin’s Ballroom and Social Dance Club.
PHOTO COURTESY GRAND RAPIDS ORIGINAL SWING SOCIETY

Weekend programming looks to expand venue capacity for next year’s event
we are t rying to move away 
from programming in general, 
we haven’t hosted any events 
this year, but we thought this 
would be a really good way to  
show our support for student 
ente r ta inment and s t udent  
involvement in general.”

Weekend programming did 
most of the prep work with 
help from student senate and  
residence life.

“We did a lot of prep work 
beforehand like making all the 
table decorations and prepping 
the layout,” said Nicole Wilson, 
a member of the weekend pro-
gramming staff. “We started 
out with an al ready per fect  
venue so we could only go up 
from there.”

Fol lowing the success of 
the night, weekend program-
ming says they hope to repeat  
the event in the same venue  
next year.

“This turned out to be a venue 
that people got excited about so 
I think half of it was the venue, 
that people were excited about 
dressing up and going to this,” 
said Britton.

According to Britton, however, 
future formals will most likely 
not be centered around “The  
Great Gatsby.”

“I think we are always look-
ing to expand and do something 
new and fresh, so I think we 
would look for a new theme,”  
Briton said.

Weekend programming will 
look to not only repeat, but ex-
pand the event to accommodate 
the high demand.

“Our hope is to try and find, 
within the same facility, a room 
that can have about 1,000 people 
and try to get 1,000 students to 
come,” Britton said.

Great Gatsby Formal exceeds expectations

Student senator Laura Steele reported on Overheard at Calvin that tickets were sold for up to $110.
PHOTO BY ANNA DELPH
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BY ANGELYN GROENBOOM
Staff Writer

A 12-hour spinning fundraiser 
in support of a Calvin professor 
will occur on March 7, from 6 
a.m. to 6 p.m. The event, called 
“Spinning for Darren,” is in sup-
port of Calvin professor Darren 
Proppe of the biology department. 

Professor Proppe is currently bat-
tling a recurrence of lymphoma, a  
type of cancer af fect ing the  
lymph nodes.

 M i c h a e l  W i l d s c h u t ,  a 
Calvin event coordinator, and 
Heather Chapman, a Calvin 
environmental health and oc-
cupational safety officer, will be  
holding the event and riding  
the entire 12 hours.

 Wildschut and Chapman lead 
the Healthy Habits spinning 
classes, and Professor Proppe 
has participated in these classes  
for two years.

 After learning that Professor 
Proppe was diagnosed with 
low-grade follicular lymphoma, 
Wildschut and Chapman knew 
they wanted to help.

 “You become friends with the 
people you work 
with and exercise 
with,” Chapman 
said, “and I like 
to think of the 
Calvin commu-
nity as extended 
family…We both 
came up with the 
same idea of hold-
ing a spin-a-thon, 
and it seems ap-
propriate since it  
also represents  
a  p a s s i o n  
of Darren’s.”

Wildschut and 
Chapman will be 
supported by fel-
low faculty mem-
ber s,  s t udent s 
and members of 
the community 
during the fun-
draiser. Faculty 
me m b e r s  w i l l 
pa r t ic ipate  by 
r id i ng,  donat-
ing money and 
providing food  

Fundraiser event planned for biology professor with lymphoma
12-hour-long spin-a-thon to be held on March 7 to raise donations for Darren Proppe and his family 
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BY DANIEL PAULSON
Staff Writer

This Friday, Feb. 28, over 160 
high school students will visit 
Calvin’s campus for the Fridays 
at Calvin program, making it the 
largest in several years.

 F r i d a y s  a t  C a l v i n  i s 
Ca lv i n’s  longs tand i ng pr i -
mary visit program. During 
a typical Fridays at Calvin, 
prospective students meet with  
a n  a d m i s s i o n s  c o u n -
s e l o r ,  a t t e n d  c h a p e l ,  e a t  
lunch with faculty members, tour  
campus, visit classes and spend a  
night in the residence halls.

This particular Fridays at 
Calvin also happens to be a 
health science department visit 
day, which may explain a portion 
of the increased attendance.

 R ick Zomer, d i rec tor of 
pre-college programs and vis-
its, explained, “With health 
sciences, there are so many  
different avenues.”

 Z o me r  a l s o  a t t r i b u t e d  
t h e  l a r g e  t u r n o u t  t o  t h e  
time of year.

 “I think it may be the tim-
ing,” he said, “because it ’s 
late February and this is right 
around the time when people 
are really starting to dig in on  

‘Where are we going to college?’”
He added, “This is kind of right 

in the sweet spot of the college 
selection process.”

Besides Fridays at Calvin, 
high school students will also be 
coming to campus for the honors 
fellows program and the Entrada 
2013 reunion this Friday, bring-
ing the total number of visitors 
up to 241.

The admissions department 
has been running the Fridays at 
Calvin program for over 25 years 
and its popularity shows no sign 
of declining.

Stephanie Brink, assistant 
director of pre-college visits, at-
tributed the program’s lasting 
success to the Calvin community 
as a whole.

“It is really important to have 
everyone involved and I think 
that’s what makes Fridays at 
Calvin so special,” she said. “It’s 
not only the Calvin admissions 
office but [prospective students] 
are going to be involved with 
current students, faculty and ev-
eryone on campus. I think that is 
a big factor for a visit that makes 
it special.”

Zomer added that little things 
l ike opening doors, f r iendly 
greetings and walking disori-
ented visitors to their destina-
tions are foundational to the  

program’s success.
Brink agreed. “I enjoy seeing…

the warm welcome from our 
students at things like chapel,” 
she said.

Most students are glad to 
welcome the f lood of visitors  
to campus.

“My Fridays visit is what sold 
me on Calvin,” said junior Wendy 
Tabler. “I want to be a part of 
helping future students realize 
their place at Calvin as they make 

this crucial decision, just as awe-
some former students did for me!”

Kelsey Gilliland, a first year 
student, agreed. “My favorite 
Friday chapels are those with 
Fridays kids,” she said. “It’s 
great to see them join in worship 
once they’ve adjusted to how  
crazy we are.”

With all its recent success 
— last year, Calvin had its high-
est enrollment numbers in six 
years — the Fridays at Calvin 

program will continue to be 
a big part of the Calvin com-
munity. With each Friday, it is 
introducing a new generation  
o f  s t u d e nt s  to  t he  C a lv i n  
College community.

“You have a situation now 
where there is the next genera-
tion Calvin students coming,” 
said Zomer. “Their parents 
went through the Fridays at  
Calvin and now they’re bringing 
their kids.”

Over 240 visitors, students and parents, are expected to attend this weekend’s Fridays at Calvin.
PHOTO COURTESY CALVIN COLLEGE ADMISSIONS

Fridays at Calvin to host largest number of students in years

BY ALDEN HARTOPO
Campus News Co-Editor

On Monday night faculty sen-
ate unanimously passed a recom-
mendation to revise the political 
science curriculum.

T h e  p r o p o s a l  w a s  c o n -
structed by the political science  
d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  r e c o m - 
mended to the Educat ional  
Policy Committee.

The changes include revisions 
for a political science major with a 
policy studies and civic leadership 
concentration, a political science 
minor and a secondary education 
political science minor.

A revised international rela-
tions major was also recom-

Movies, games,  activities and three 45-minute spinning classes (6:15 a.m., 12 p.m. 
and 4:45 p.m.) will be held on the day of the fundraiser between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

for the event.
Professor  Proppe’s  com-

m i t m e n t  t o  s p i n n i n g  h a s 
made an impression on both 
his fellow spinning classmates  
and his doctors.

“Darren’s doctors were a little 
alarmed at his low resting heart 
rate,” Chapman said. “They 
thought maybe something was 
wrong. It turns out his commit-
ment to spinning and pushing 
himself over the past couple of 
years has helped to improve his 
health and, in turn, lower his 
heart rate.”

Chapman stated that the 
fundraiser wil l help support 
Proppe and his family during a  
di f f icult t ime of increasing  
medical bills.

“This is also a way for the 
Calvin community to come to-
gether and show support for 
one of  t he i r  members  t hat  
could use help and prayers,” 
Chapman said.  

Professor Proppe expressed his 
gratitude for the organization of 
the spin-a-thon. 

“I am honored to have such 
a great group of people rally-
ing behind me,” Proppe said. 
“Their fundraiser will help de-
fray my medical costs, and also 
reminds me that I am not alone  
i n  m y  c o n t i n u e d  b a t t l e  
against cancer.”

He continued to ref lect on 
Calvin’s support of his battle  
with cancer.

“Calvin’s support has been 
clear and sustained,” Proppe 
said. “I have had so many fac-
ulty, staff and students support 
me through emails, letters, com-
ments on our blog and financial 
contributions…I am incredibly 
thankful and happy that God has 
provided for me to return sooner 
than I expected.”

Chapman has received en-
couraging feedback in response  
to the event.

“The response has been over-
whelmingly positive,” Chapman 
said. “Many people will be rid-
ing throughout the day, bring-
ing snacks for the r iders or  
donating money.”

Wildschut has also experi-
enced a posit ive response to  
the event.

“I’ve received several emails, 
or people have s topped me 
along the path to thank Heather 
and I for organ izing th is,”  
Wildschut said.

Three spinning classes will 
be held throughout the day of 
the fundraiser. These 45-minute 
classes will be held at 6:15 a.m., 
12 p.m. and 4:45 p.m. The cost 
to reserve a bike is a minimum  
$10 donation.

Students are encouraged to 
get involved with the effort by 
riding during the event, donating 
money or providing gift cards for 
Proppe. Students who want to 
ride should contact Wildschut at  
mcw3@calvin.edu.

mended with a comparat ive 
politics, governments and glo-
balization concentration and an 
international cooperation and 
conf lict concentration along  
with a revised international  
relations minor.

According to the report to the 
Educational Policy Committee, 
the political science department 
hopes to “update and streamline 
our curriculum, to provide a bal-
ance of rigor and f lexibility for 
our students, to rationalize course 
numberings and to emphasize 
the development of key social  
scientific skills.”

These goals were also em-
phasized by political science 
professor and department chair  
Kevin den Dulk.

“It’s really intended to be a 
way of having the majors catch 
up with the times and so the 
political science department has 
been focusing more and more on 
global concerns and getting more 
interesting courses in American 
politics as well.”

Accord i ng to  de n D u l k , 
these proposed changes only  
happened recently.

“Part of this change ref lects 
the fact that we have essentially a 
new department,” said den Dulk. 
“Everybody in the department is 
seven years or less so what that 
means is that we have these new 
folks coming in with new ideas 
and so the discussion is fairly re-
cent because nearly all the bodies 
there are recent.”

The proposed changes also 
came as a result from collabo-
ration with different groups in  
the college.

“We spent last semester work-
ing on the proposal getting input 
from students, getting input from 
other departments on the campus 
and now we’re ready to roll it 
out,” said den Dulk.

Aside from additional con-
centrations, the report indicates 
that the major will include a 
requirement of a capstone (POLS 
399) for international relations 
and polit ical science majors 
and a basic methods course for 
both majors, eliminating the 
exception for students studying a  
foreign language.

The curriculum changes were 

made to refocus the curriculum 
in response to internal changes, 
including signif icant staff ing 
changes over the past five years, 
but also due to external reasons. 
The report cites the fact that “po-
litical scientists have increasingly 
turned their attention to ques-
tions about political leadership, 
globalization, democratization 
and human rights in the United 
States and cross-nationally.”

Den Dulk believes that the new 
civic leadership provides a more 
local perspective for students.

“We are thinking globally 
but in some other ways we’re 
real ly trying to get students 
oppor tunit ies to think local  
nitty-gritty political policy issues 
at that level.”

Faculty senate passes revised political science curriculum
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People need to recognize that there are plenty of fathers out 
there that are equal parents.

Matt Haviland, “A Father’s Walk”

by connor Sterchi
campus news co-editor

For years, personal trainer 
Matt Haviland coached people 
at Maximus Fitness Center in 
training regimens, exercising and 
strength building. This unlikely 
venue was the beginning of a 
chain of events that would lead 
a personal trainer to become the 
founder of a nonprofit organiza-
tion for single dads.

In January 2008, Haviland 
started training Scott Baker. 
Baker suggested that his personal 
trainer join a men’s small group 
in Byron Center, Mich. Haviland 
agreed to check it out.

As Haviland would soon find 
out, the other men in the small 
group were all married, well-
established financially and had 
kids. The difference between him 
and them sparked an idea.

“I looked around and thought, 
what can I bring to the table?” 
said Haviland. “I thought, ‘Wow, 
I’m the only single dad here,’ and 
the light bulb just went off.”

When he went home, Haviland 
did some research and discov-
ered astonishing statistics about 
fatherless kids and a lack of re-
sources to help single dads.

The idea snowballed from 
there.  A few months later, 
he founded A Father’s Walk 
(AFW), a nonprofit ministry for  
single dads.

The small group that began in 
Haviland’s living room has con-
tinued to grow and expand over 
the past six years. Now Haviland 
hosts a weekly small group for 
single fathers, writes blog posts, 
organizes single parent expos, 
speaks at conferences and leads 
fathering classes at an inner-
city nonprofit program called 
Alternative Directions.

“I think people need to know 

about the dads,” Haviland said. 
“I think there’s a negative stigma 
that’s put on single fathers, espe-
cially the ones that are non-cus-
tody. I had one single dad tell me 
one time that he was written off 
automatically as a second parent, 
not as an equal. I think people 
need to recognize that there are 
plenty of fathers out there that are 
equal parents.”

Haviland believes that in or-
der to alleviate problems like 
adolescent c r ime and teen-
age pregnancy, soc ie t y has  
to encourage single dads to be-
come invested in the lives of  
their children.

“If we want to stop the bleed-
ing in this nation when it comes 
to teenage pregnancy, crime, 
poverty and other things like that, 
we have to get to the dads,” he 
said. “It’s good to help those other 
areas, but that’s just a patch-up to 
a bigger problem. So we have to 
get directly to the dads, because 
when you get to the dads, then the 
jail rates will go down, teenage 
pregnancy will go down.”

He publ ished a book, “A 
Father’s Walk,” which is geared 
to facilitate small group discus-
sions. He recently coauthored 
another book, “The Daddy Gap,” 
with Dawn Walker, single mother 
and founder of Single Parent 
Missions. The book will be avail-
able through Westbow Press, 
Amazon.com, BarnesandNoble.
com, afatherswalk.org and single-
parentmissions.org.

AFW is one of few organiza-
tions in the United States primar-
ily dedicated to supporting single 
fathers. Haviland hopes to spread 
awareness and understanding 
to the broader public about the 
plight of single fathers across  
the nation.

Repor ts reveal that more 
than 25 million children are 
growing up without their bi-

ological fathers in the home.  
About half of those kids have 
never been to their father’s house. 
Incarceration is twice as likely 

among boys who grow up in 
fatherless homes than those who 
are raised with a mother and fa-
ther. Seventy-one percent of high 

school dropouts, 75 percent of kids  
from chemical abuse centers, 
85 percent of youths in prison 
and 90 percent of all homeless 

and teenage runaways are from  
fatherless homes.

These are just some of the 
statistics that fuel Haviland’s de-

termination to make a difference 
through AFW.

Within the single parent demo-
graphic, moms account for about 
85-90 percent of primary caregiv-
ers. But Haviland’s definition of 
“single father” is not limited to 
custodial parents.

“I don’t define single father 
as someone who has full cus-
tody,” Haviland said. “I define 
it as a dad who either is involved 
or wants to be involved in his  
kids’ lives.”

Haviland himself is a single 
father with a 7-year-old daugh-
te r  n a med Ol iv i a .  He  h a s  
d i s c ove r e d  t h a t  h i s  wo r k  
w i t h  A F W  h a s  b e n -
e f i t e d  h i m ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
the single dads he ministers to.

“I’m growing as a dad myself 
all the time because I’m right in 
the mix with the guys,” Haviland 
said. “I’m in the trenches every 
single day. Some of the things 
I encounter on a regular basis 
are the things they encounter 
too and I’d like to take what I’ve  
learned and what I’ve applied 
and say, ‘this is what has worked 
for me.’”

AFW is hosting the upcoming 
third annual Single Parenting 
Ex po i n  G ra nd R apid s  on 
Saturday, March 8 from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the DOCK ministry (4669 
S. Division St. S.W. Wyoming, 
M i c h .  4 9 5 4 8 ) .  A F W  w i l l  
a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  
Focus on Fathering Conference 
on Saturday, April 19 from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., a conference not only for 
single fathers, but for all dads, fa-
ther figures and soon-to-be-dads. 
The conference will be located at  
the Grand Rapids Kroc Center 
(2500 S. Division St. Grand Rapids,  
Mich. 49507).

Fo r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
about AFW visit  www.afa-
therswalk.org or “like” AFW  
on Facebook.

by grace ruiter
Local editor

The health care in the Grand 
Rapids area ranked No. 9 na-
tionally in a recent listing on 
Livability.com, a website that 
rates small to mid-size cities 
based on a number of different 
factors, including health care.

In its listing for Grand Rapids, 
the website highlighted low health 
care costs, longer average life ex-
pectancies, beautiful surround-
ings and nationally-ranked hos-
pitals as reasons for the ranking. 
Many of the statistics upon which 
the ranking was based come from 
Healthcare Bluebook, a website 
that provides information on the 
health care systems in different 
parts of the country.

According to Livability.com, 
a typical Grand Rapids resident 
spends 31 percent less on health-
care than the national average. Of 
the cities ranked on the website, 
Grand Rapids has the third lowest 
expenditure on health care. The 
website hypothesizes that the low 
cost is due to intense competition 
between hospitals in the Grand 
Rapids area.

“A total of 12 local hospitals, 
three of which hold national 
rankings, serve the Grand Rapids 
area. These hospitals compete for 
patients, which lowers medical 
expenses,” the website explained, 
adding, “Residents also benefit 
from a high number of primary 

care physicians and dentists.”
The website notes that Grand 

Rapids not only offers a large 
number of hospitals, but a high 
quality of care.

“The quality of health care 
facilities in Grand Rapids exceeds 
that of even most communities 

twice its size. Two hospitals here 
(Spectrum Health and Helen 
DeVos Children’s Hospital) are 
ranked nationally in specialties 
by U.S. News & World Report. 

Mercy Health Saint Mary’s also 
holds high-performing rank-
ings in four specialties,” the  

website read.
Cheryl Feenstra, chair of the 

Calvin nursing depar tment, 
agrees with the high ranking, 
saying that many nursing stu-

dents find jobs in Grand Rapids 
because of the large number of 
health care facilities and high-

quality care.
“The health care facilities 

in Grand Rapids are excellent, 
and the students know that from 
their clincal experiences. Both 
Spectrum Hospital and Mercy 
Health Care Systems have mag-
net status, which means that they 
are excellent places for nurses to 
work and for patients to get care,” 
Feenstra said.

Calvin junior Hannah Reed 
also affirmed the ranking. “I’ve 
had relatively good experiences. 
When I had to take my friend into 
the ER, we got in, got taken care 
of and didn’t have many bills to 
take care of afterward.”

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s t r o n g 
health care facilities and low 
cost, the website suggested 
that the natural beauty of the 
Grand Rapids area helps keep  
residents healthy.

“With the sandy beaches of 
Lake Michigan to their west 
and lush forests to their north, 
south and east, residents of 
Grand Rapids have easy access 
to outdoor adventures. Inside 
the city limits, nearly 1,600 acres 
of parkland allow families to 
play, exercise and relax,” the  
website noted.

The website said that the city’s 
“growing office environment, 
vibrant night l i fe and quaint 
shops,” as well as its summer  
f e s t i v a l s  a n d  c r a f t  b r e w-
ing industry, also play a role 
in keeping the Grand Rapids  
area healthy.

A Father’s Walk supports single dads in GR area

Grand Rapids one of healthiest places in nation

A Father’s Walk is one of the only nonprofits that is devoted to single fathers in the nation

The city recieved a No. 9 ranking on Livability.com for health thanks to high quality, affordable health care

Haviland spending time with his daughter Olivia, 7.
Photo courteSy Matt haviLand

The medical mile helped Grand Rapids make the top 10 in the nation for health.
Photo courteSy wikiMedia coMMonS
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DEPRESSION & ANXIETY 
AWARENESS AT CALVIN

BY BEKAH COGGIN
Religion Co-Editor

What do depression 
and anxiety involve?

Have you ever received bad 
news that makes you phys-
ically tired? Depression is 
something like that — ex-
cept all the time, explained 
Libby Huizenga, who serves 
on Active Minds leadership. 
She continued by saying de-
pression can even go beyond 
a feeling of intense sadness 
and develop into numbness  
to emotions.

Often students who have 
never experienced depres-
s ion  do  not  u nde r s t a nd 
what, to them, seems like  
irrational thinking.

“I feel like depression is 
v a s t ly  m i s u nd e r s t o o d ,” 
Huizenga said. “The stigma 
with depression is that they 
are experiencing sadness but 
responding irresponsibly…it 
might be that they are lazy.”

However, while Cindy Kok, 
director of Broene Counseling 
Center, agrees that there 
is some stigma associated 
with depression, she thinks 
Calvin students have a “fair-
ly accurate understanding”  
of depression.

“Over the time I’ve been 
here, I’ve seen a decrease in 
the stigma,” Kok said.

Instead of seeing depres-
sion as a lack of rat ional 
thinking, Huizenga hopes 

people understand that it 
is not simple for the person  
experiencing depression.

”It’s not a matter of lazi-
ness or [lacking] willpower,” 
Huizenga said. “It’s a power-
lessness and intense apathy. 
It’s a physical exhaustion. The 
idea of lifting off the covers 
and getting out of bed is the 
most overwhelming thing in 
the world.”

She said the amount of ef-
fort to face a day is out of 
reach, and everyday problems  
feel insurmountable.

“The main symptom is lack 
of desire to do things you enjoy. 
It often goes along with trouble 
sleeping — both insomnia and 
oversleeping,” Huizenga said.

Kok adds suicidal thou- 

What are possible 
causes of depression 

and anxiety?
Huizenga pointed to two 

causes of depression: genetics 
and traumatic life experiences.

If depression is genetic, people 
usually experience onset of de-
pression around the age of 18. 
This fact, in tandem with life 
changes most 18-year-olds experi-
ence, is the cause of a spike in de-
pression among college students.

“The average onset age is 18, 
but that doesn’t guarantee that 
you’ll get [depression],” Huizenga 
said. “However, leaving for col-
lege can trigger it. You’re now 
living away from parents so all 

familiar patterns of life have 
changed. You’re expected to be an 
adult and motivate yourself to do 
your own work. The shock from 
big life changes can push people 
who may be prone to depression 
into depression.”

Huizenga noted that anxi-
ety can be brought on by the  

same causes.
“That’s what makes college ter-

rifying,” Huizenga said. “You’re 
being taken from unconditionally 
loving people and experience iso-
lation because of separation from 
family. But you are not alone — 
new relationships will grow, but 
it’s a vulnerable place.”

Huizenga explained that de-
pression as a response to traumat-
ic life events is not an irrational 
way of coping, however it is a 
distinct reaction from grief.

“Grief after a tragedy is differ-
ent. Six months later, you will still 
be sad, but able to do day-to-day 
tasks and maintain lasting, mean-
ingful relationships — sometimes 
even build stronger relationships 
because of the grief,” Huizenga 
said. “If trauma causes an onset 
of depression, in six months you 
will still experience a crippling 
sadness. You won’t be able to get 
out of bed, go to work or engage 
in social interactions.”

Kok noted that, while cases 
of depression have always been 
more numerous than cases  anxi-
ety, in the past two years, many 
college campuses have seen a 
switch in that there are now more 
students struggling with anxiety 
than depression. She points to the 
current economy as playing a role 
in higher numbers of anxiety.

When helping a friend facing 
depression, Kok advises students 
to ask questions, be present and 
be able to listen. Invite your friend 
to do things together, but don’t 
be offended when they say “no.”

Offer consistency. It is good 
to be persistent even if the friend 

BROENE FACTS 
In the 2012-13 academic year:
•	  710 (18 percent of the student body) 

students were seen at Broene
•	 174 (24.5 percent of those students) 

were diagnosed with depression
•	 140 (19.7 percent of those students)

were diagnosed with anxiety
•	 150 (21 percent of those students)  

indicated that they were referred to 
Broene by another student

continually turns you down. But 
in all this, do not try to ignore or 
downplay the problem.

“Acknowledge that this is a 
problem.” Kok said. “Often, in 
an attempt to help a friend, people 
will say ‘I’ve been sad too,’ or ‘I’ve 
been worried too,’ but what they 
need to recognize is that this is 
a general problem, not a passing 
sadness or passing worry.”

Huizenga f irst wants to let 
students know they cannot help 
friends alone. Although friend-
ship plays a significant role in 
healing from depression and 
anxiety, she encourages students 
not to fight for a friend alone.

“The first thing to remember 
is you are not a professional — 
you are not going to just fix your 
friends,” Huizenga said. “This is 

both good and bad. It would be 
nice to be able to fix your friend’s 
problem, but at the same time, it 
takes the pressure off you. You 
don’t know everything — don’t 
be a hero. Get them to experts.”

You can, however, be an irre-
placeable support to your strug-
gling friends by simply being 
there and being constant.

“People tend to underesti-

PHOTOS COURTESY CALVIN.EDU

The distinctive stained-glass door of Broene 
Counseling Center, located on the second floor 
of the Spoelhof Center.

Broene Counseling Center director Cindy Kok meets with 
students about mental health.

What should you do if 
you or a friend have 

symptoms of depression 
or anxiety?

mate the power of sitting with 
someone and saying noth-
ing,” Huizenga said. “They 
underestimate the most beauti-
ful power of companionship. 
Knowing there will be people 
loving you tomorrow and the 
next day and the next — it is 
that unconditional love that 
creates a place for healing. And 
it’s kind of cool how much it 
looks like Jesus.”

Huizenga explains this 
simple act may not be as easy 
as it sounds. Our tendency is 
to help them understand how 
unreasonable their anxious or 
sad thoughts are. As much as 
we may want to help depressed 
friends reason their way out of 
sadness, this is not a solution.

“It may look like you’re hav-
ing the same conversation over 
and over without getting any-
where, but depression isn’t log-
ical,” Huizenga said. “Trying 
to reason with a person who is 
depressed is unreasonable — 
telling them [logic] isn’t what 
they need to hear. The best way 
to help with depression is to be 
a supportive community who 
loves and listens. For students 
to feel safe enough to go to 
Broene they first must feel that 
from friends.”

If you find the symptoms 
of depression in yourself, it 
may be harder to start heal-
ing. Huizenga gives advice on 
step one.

“Tell someone you trust,” 
Huizenga said. “If you have the 
boldness to go to Broene, do it. 
If not, ask someone to help 
you go there. Having someone 
ensure you go through with it.”

Kok said a great place to 
start is with the self-evaluator 
offered under the resources on 
Broene’s website: www.calvin.
edu/broene.

WHAT IS ACTIVE 
MINDS?

“Active Minds is the Calvin 
chapter of a national 

organization dedicated to 
reducing the stigmas that 
surround mental illness.”

WHAT IS THE BROENE 
COUNSELING CENTER?

“The Broene Counsel-
ing Center provides high 
quality counseling ser-
vices	in	a	confidential	

setting within a reformed 
Christian framework. 

We help Calvin students 
to reduce psychological 
symptoms, cope with 

difficult	life	events	and	be	
successful in their  

academic and  
personal endeavors.”

ghts, tearful-
ness, change 
in appetite (in 
either di rec-
t ion), loss of  
energy, diff i-
culty concen-
trating or feel-
ing of worth-
lessness and 
guilt to the list 
of symptoms 
of depression. 
W h i l e  d e -
pression will 
lo ok  d i f f e r -
ent for every 
person, Kok 
adv ised s t u-
dents to seek 
he lp  i f  t hey 
h a v e  a b o u t 
five or more of  
the symptoms.

K o k  a l s o 
identified a mis-
understanding 
some students at a Christian 
school make by relating depres-
sion to a lack of faith. It is not a 
sign of immature faith; instead, 
the sadness from depression could 
make students feel distant from 
God. Instead of separating psy-
chological life from spiritual life, 
Kok said Broene works to help 
students through depression to 
restore a relationship with God.

“At a Christian college, people 
can wonder if they need psycho-
logical help to deal with worry,” 
Kok said. “They think something 
is wrong with their spiritual life 
and they need to fix that. I see 
it as the opposite. Depression 
may be hindering a relationship  
with God.”

Huizenga also pointed out a 
similar a misunderstanding of 
anxiety, a mental illness often 
seen in tandem with depression. 
As she explained that anxiety 
could be related to academics, 
responsibilities or social situa-
tions, she gave an example of the 
excessive and unnecessary worry 
brought on by anxiety.

“For some it’s a ramp up of ‘If 
I don’t do perfect on this assign-
ment then I won’t pass the class. 
If I don’t pass the class, I won’t 
get into grad school. If I don’t get 
into grad school, I’ll be a disap-
pointment to my parents. If I’m 
a disappointment to them, I have 
no reason left to live.’ It all sounds 
irrational and you may even 
know it, but once you’ve created 
this anxiety you can’t back down 
from it,” Huizenga said.
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”     Christian Becker,  “Tonight Show”

In short, the debut week was a large series of high notes with 
no sign of slowing down anytime soon.

BY CHRISTIAN BECKER
Staff Writer

A transformation in television 
history was made last week; it 
came from the heart of New York 
City. “The Tonight Show,” which 
has been a comedy institution 
since 1954 and is the longest-run-
ning program on broadcast tele-
vision in the United States, was 
revived by a brand new host, one 
you may already be familiar with.
   The new host of “The Tonight 
Show” is Mr. Jimmy Fallon, a 
man of many talents, including 
impressions, music and an in-
stant chemistry with every guest 
that comes his way. From his pre-
vious years at “Saturday Night 
Live” to his recent time spent as 
the host of “Late Night” (also in 
New York), Fallon has been a 
huge player at NBC and late night 
television as a whole. But now he 
finally gets an even bigger chance 
to shine and transport a fresh 
new vibe to the talk show circuit. 
Joining in on the ride are Fallon’s 
Hip-Hop/Neo-Soul house band 
The Roots and announcer Steve 
Higgins, who have been with him 
since the start of his “Late Night” 
show back in March of 2009.

“The Tonight Show,” which 
was previously hosted by famous 
comedians Jack Parr, Johnny 
Carson and Jay Leno, has taken 
place in the city of Los Angeles 

for the past few decades, but 
Fallon and NBC have brought it 
back to New York, which was its 
original home when the show be-
gan its reign as king of late night 
television. The show was at an all-

time high when Johnny Carson 
took it over because he was not 
only the king of American televi-
sion, but a pop cultural icon that 
no one had seen before. Fallon 
looks to be filling in those shoes 
perfectly. With all his years of 

experience and energy that he 
brings to the table, Fallon under-
stands what is needed to host a 
show that can appeal to a wide 
demographic of people ranging 
from all different ages (or at least 

those who can stay up that late).
Fallon and his staff seem to 

have cracked the code between 
what bridges TV and the Internet 
in ways other shows of this format 
have not. Instead of the same 
old, same old, “The Tonight 

Show” is filled with viral vid-
eos that get thousands of hits 
within hours and Twitter and 
Instagram segments that bring 
the audience closer to the show. 
There’s not a week that goes by 

where a video isn’t being bounced 
around the web from Jimmy’s 
“Late Night” show, and now 
he’s doing the same with the new 
and improved “Tonight Show.”
   Fallon’s first week got off on the 
right foot with some of the hottest 

Fallon brings ‘The Tonight Show’ back to New York
NBC’s ‘The Tonight Show’ has been hosted by Steve Allen, Jack Parr, Johnny Carson and Jay Leno

celebrities and bands in the busi-
ness stopping by to both congrat-
ulate him on all the success and 
to be a part of the show. On the 
first night, the guests were Will 
Smith and U2. The next night 
saw Jerry Seinfeld and later in the 
week the First Lady of the United 
States, Mrs. Michelle Obama 
dropped by to be a guest, along 
with Will Ferrell and musicians 
from Arcade Fire that very same 
night. The week ended with a visit 
from Justin Timberlake, when he 
and Fallon treated viewers to an 
all-new History of Rap, which is a 
set of performances made famous 
by the dynamic duo.

In short, the debut week was 
a large series of high notes with 
no sign of slowing down anytime 
soon. The format is similar to the 
likes of Fallon’s previous show, 
but most of the segments are ones 
that have been popular among 
fans or have never been seen by 
those who don’t stay up to watch 
that show at its 12:35 timeslot. No 
matter who the guest, you can be 
sure Jimmy Fallon will be bring-
ing the laughs and entertainment 
back to “The Tonight Show” like 
never before. I encourage you 
to watch “The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon” and be 
a part of the world of late night 
television, where the best of pop 
culture is being showcased every 
single weeknight on NBC in new 
and exciting ways.

FILE PHOTO

‘Star-Crossed’ has potential 
BY ROSELLE PAZ LANDOY

Staff Writer

Admittedly, when I first read 
about the CW’s new series “Star-
Crossed,” I was skeptical. It 
sounded interesting but cheesy 
and, despite the promise of aliens, 
I was unsure how I felt about the 
idea of a love story. But I gave it 
a shot anyway.

“Star-Crossed” starts out in 
modern-day Louisiana, where 

extraterrestrial beings called 
Atrians have landed on our plan-
et. Their tattooed faces set them 
apart from humans and they are 
immediately seen as a threat.

Dur ing a bat t le, a young 
Atrian, told by his father to run, 
finds shelter in a small shed where 
a little human girl spots him. A 
friendship is made.

No more than 12 hours later, 
they are found by authorities and 
the Atrian boy is shot as he tries 
to protect the little girl.

Fast forward 10 years. 

The human girl, Emery — 
por t rayed by act ress Aimee 
Teegarden — starts her first day 
of high school after four years of 
being in a hospital for immune 
deficiency. At the same time, 
an experiment integrating seven 
Atrian teenagers into a public 
school, started by the head of 
the Atrian species and the U.S. 
government, begins.

Whi le Emery’s t ransit ion 
to high school runs smoothly, 
the same cannot be said for the 

Atrians. The disapproval of sever-
al human high school kids is obvi-
ous as they mark the Atrians’ lock-
ers, stare them down in the halls 
and try to start fights with them.
   Through all this, an Atrian 
boy, Roman — “90210’s” Matt 
Lanter — takes a special inter-
est in Emery. From the moment 
he saw her on their first day, he 
knew that Emery was the girl that 
let him hide in her family’s shed 
when they were only six years old.

Emery finds this out later on 
in the episode, after she and her 

friend Julia (who also suf-
fers from immune deficiency) 
sneak into the Sector, a highly 
secured area where all the 
Atrians live, to try to find an 
Atrian healing herb called 
Cyper — one of the many 
rumors about the aliens and 
their lives — which Roman 
i n fo r m s  t he m i s  me r e ly 
an Atrian form of saffron.
   Ultimately, the pilot wasn’t 
terrible, but it was a lit t le 
too predictable for my taste. 
Roman being the little Atrian 
boy Emery helped when they 
were younger was no surprise, 
and neither was the choice 
Emery made when a party was 
crashed by some cops.

Additionally, it moved a lit-
tle too quickly. A lot of things 
happened in the 42-minute 
episode: Emery found out that 
Roman was the little boy, she 
was welcomed by the popu-
lar group without knowing 
much about her, there were 
fights and there were feels. 
Perhaps this was a plan to 
prove that the series will be 
interesting and unique, but I 
thought there were too many 
things thrown at the audi-
ence in a span of one episode.
    Moreover, the plot (a girl 
and a boy from two different 
worlds that don’t like each 
other fall in love) has been 
done before.

However, I would be ly-
ing if I said I’m not going to 
watch the next episode, and 
perhaps the one after that, just 
to see what happens in the 
relationship between Roman 
and Emery and between the 
Atrians and the humans. Also 
because Matt Lanter is one 
very attractive alien.

To be honest, the show has 
potential. Assuming that the 
next episodes goes a little more 
slowly and that a few more 
interesting plot twists show, I 
can see the show doing alright.

FILE PHOTO
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No matter what lineup we have in, we play to win.

Jeff Victor,  “Baseball ready” 

BY JACOB KUYVENHOVEN
Sports Editor

The Calvin Col lege t rack 
and field teams are set to host 
the Calvin Championships on 
Saturday, Feb. 28. Field events 
will begin at 9:30 a.m. with run-
ning events set to start at noon. 
Admission is free.

The meet, although not offi-
cially an MIAA Championship, 
is aimed to be as competitive 

as possible among the schools 
in the conference. Several of 
Calvin’s conference rivals, includ-
ing Hope, are making the trip 
to compete.

Dif ferent incarnat ions of 
this meet have been around 
for the past few years, includ-
ing last year at Trine’s facil-
ity, ever since the league de-
cided not to do an official indoor 
championship meet. 

Last year, the event took place 
at Trine, but head coach Bret Otte 
and the Calvin staff have stepped 
up to the plate and brought the 
meet home to the Knights.

The meet will have team scor-
ing, which is a unique thing 
for a meet this size during an 
indoor track season. Junior Josh 
Ferguson said that this is a big 
motivating factor for the team. 
“This is our first real opportunity 
to compete as a team, so it’s defi-
nitely exciting.”

For most of the team, this will 
be their final contest before the 
spring break trip and outdoor sea-
son. The meet serves as a way to 
gauge how well the team is doing 
and what they must improve on if 
they want to defend the men’s and 
women’s outdoor championship 
titles from last year.

Calvin does have a couple 
athletes with a significant chance 
of competing at the Division 
III National Championships 
in two weeks. Senior Nicole 
Michmerhuizen is seeded fourth 
in the 3000 meters and sixth 
in the 5000 meters at the time 
of press. 

She is the defending national 
championship in the outdoor 
10000 meters and finished second 
in the indoor 5000 last indoor 
season.  This is the inagaural 
season that the NCAA is holding 
a 3000 meter race in Division III, 
so Michmerhuizen will have to 
see how she fares for the first time.

Senior David VandeBunte is 
currently 31st on the list in the 
3000 meters, and will likely look 
to qualify in the event next week 
at a “last chance” meet, likely at 
either North Central College or 
Wisconsin-Oshkosh.

BY BRIAN EXNER
Staff Writer

After a relatively disappointing 
season that included finishing 
fourth at 15-13 in conference and 
16-25 overall, the Calvin Knights 
are looking to take advantage of an 
experienced squad.

Coach John Sparks provided 
optimistic insight. “With more 
than 20 returners and the addi-
tion of a couple players, I think 
the ceiling is high for this team. 
We have a little more pop in the 
lineup this year.”

After hitting .299 as a team 
but only slugging .070 better at 
.369, Coach Sparks noted that the 
additions of Matt Schepel, Peter 
Cupery and Colte Wolfe will help 
drive the ball to the gaps.

Ju n io r  ou t f ie ld e r  G ra nt 
VanPutten was a keystone for 
the offense last year, hitting .426 
while set ting Calvin records 
in single season stolen bases 
(23), hits (63) and at bats (148) 
as well as all-time records in 
stolen bases (44). 

He is excited for this season. 
“We are pretty confident that we 
can do better than our projected 
finish and compete for the confer-
ence tournament.” He is the only 
returner to have played in all 41 
games last season.

Another advantage of having 
so many returners is the depth on 

the defensive side. The Knights 
were third in the conference field-
ing percentage, finishing at .951. 
Having a strong defense gives 
the pitchers added confidence. 
Senior pitcher Jeff Victor noted, 
“We have a great defense behind 
us with a lot of depth. No matter 
what line up we have in, we play 
to win.”

With upcoming games in the 
south during the Knights’ spring 

BY JACOB KUYVENHOVEN
Sports Editor

The Calvin College men’s 
basketball team celebrated its 
senior day with an 83-57 win 
over the Britons of Albion 
College at home 
o n  S a t u r d a y. 
Calvin finishes its 
MIAA season at 
19-5 overall and 
11-2 in MI A A 
play. The wom-
en’s vol leybal l 
national cham-
pionship banner 
was uncovered 
at halftime.

The game was 
never really close, 
as the Knights 
jumped out to a 
21-6 lead within 
the first 10 min-
utes. Junior Tyler 
Dykst ra had a 
career-h igh 15 
points, which tied 
for the lead among Calvin 
scorers with Tyler Kruis. 
Mickey DeVries grabbed eight 
rebounds, and Jordan Brink 
and Austin Parks both had 
five assists.

Albion had four players 
in double f igures, but no 
player scored more than 11. 
The Britons, who don’t have a 

player taller than 6 feet 4 inches 
in their starting lineup, had a 
lot of trouble with Calvin’s tall 
front line. The Knights shot over 
60 percent and outrebounded 
Albion by 12.

This was the last regular-sea-
son home game that Calvin’s 

three seniors will 
play. The seniors 
are Tyler Kruis, 
Mickey DeVries 
and Jordan Mast. 

K r u i s  i s 
Calvin’s leading 
scorer,  averag-
ing 15.6 points 
per game to go 
along with 5.5 re-
bounds. DeVries 
leads the Knights 
i n  r eb ou nd i n g 
with 6.6 per con-
t e s t ,  a nd  a l s o 
their third-leading 
scorer at 9.9 points 
per game. 

Mast has been a 
valuable contribu-
tor off the bench, 

especially effective because of his 
three-point shooting, as he has 
hit almost 40 percent of his tries 
this season.

Calvin did not have much 
time to rest, as the MIAA tour-
nament began on Feb. 26. The 
Knights are the second seed in 
this tournament, only ranked 
behind Hope.

break trip, the team is look-
ing to start things off with 
a win.  

Senior pitcher and desig-
nated hitter Jack Jorgenson 
acknowledged the impor-
tance of these games. “We 
want to win these games and 
get prepared for conference. 
We are looking for guys to 
pitch well and take good ap-
proaches at the plate.”

New to the program, as-
sistant coach Zak Gonzalez 
h a s  b e e n  h e l p i n g  t h e 
pitchers prepare. 

“He is entrusting us to 
know the basics and he is 
teaching us a lot about situ-
ational pitching,” said Victor 
of coach Gonzalez.

Sen ior pitcher Grant 
VanderWall believes the 
staff will be much improved 
from last year.  He sees their 
job as “pounding the strike 
zone, but at the same time 
being smart and knowing 

w h a t  t o  t h r o w  i n 
what situation.”

Passion and a desire to win 
flowed through these members of 
the team last year, and they hope 
that translates to the field a little 
more this year.

With the returning talent 
and additions of players with 
unique tools, there is one thing 
on VanderWall’s mind: “I’m just 
ready to play.”

Baseball ready to start season Senior day a success

Track to host meet
Calvin Championships are on Saturday

Senior Nicole Michmerhuizen.

Grant VanPutten provides speed.

Senior Mickey DeVries.

Knights blow out Albion at FieldhouseCalvin looks to build off their performance from last year

PHOTOS COURTESY CALVIN.EDU
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In order to re-establish the trust squandered by the failings of 

Mt. Gox, responsible bitcoin exchanges are working together.

Bitcoin industry leaders, “Bitcoin exchange”

BY JOHN MUYSKENS
Sci-Tech Editor

Mt. Gox, a prominent Japanese 
bitcoin exchange, ceased transac-
tions and shuttered its website 
Monday. The shutdown comes 
after a leaked document revealed 
massive theft resulting in the ex-
change’s insolvency.

Mt. Gox began in 2009 as 
Magic: The Gathering Online 
Exchange, a website for exchang-
ing trading cards. The original 
owner changed the focus of the 
website in 2011 to a bitcoin cur-
rency exchange, selling it to cur-
rent CEO Mark Karpeles. Mt. 
Gox handled 70 percent of all 
bitcoin trades in April 2013.

On Feb. 7, Mt. Gox suspended 
bitcoin withdrawals. A press 
release stated that the exchange 
had detected “unusual activity” 
related to “transaction malle-
ability.” “A bug in the bitcoin 
software makes it possible for 
someone to use the bitcoin net-
work to alter transaction details 
to make it seem like a sending of 
bitcoins to a bitcoin wallet did not 
occur when in fact it did occur,” 
explains the release. “Since the 
transaction appears as if it has not 
proceeded correctly, the bitcoins 
may be present.”

The price of bitcoin on Mt. 
Gox, which c losed as h igh 
as $1,007 on Jan. 26, fel l to 

$111 by Feb. 20, according  
to bitcoincharts.com.

Mt. Gox resigned Sunday from 
the Bitcoin Foundation, an indus-
try advocacy group of which it 
was a founding member.

On the evening of Monday, 
Feb. 24, Ryan Selkis blogged 
about a report leaked to him from 
a “reliable source.” The report, 
titled “Crisis Strategy Draft,” 
revealed losses of 744,408 bit-
coin, worth approximately $350 
million based on exchange rates 
for Monday. The report blames 
the losses on theft enabled by the 
transaction malleability issue 
“which went un-
noticed for sever-
al years.” Several 
hours later, he 
leaked the report. 
Shor t ly there -
af ter, Mt. Gox  
halted trading.

In response, 
indust r y lead-
e r s  i s s u e d  a 
joint statement 
denouncing mis-
management at 
Mt .  G ox.  “I n 
order to re-es-
tablish the trust 
squandered by 
the fai l ings of 
Mt. Gox,” read 
t he  s t a te me nt 
p o s t e d  a t  t he 
Coinbase blog, 

“responsible bitcoin exchanges 
are working together and are 
committed to the future of bitcoin 
and the security of all customer 
funds.” The statement called 
for increased responsibility and 
transparency in order to main-
tain consumer conf idence in  
the cryptocurrency.

Soon after the report, mtgox.
com was taken offline. The web-
site later reappeared as a landing 
page with a message to Mt. Gox 
customers: “In light of recent 
news reports and the potential re-
percussions on Mt. Gox’s opera-
tions and the market, a decision 

was taken to close all transactions 
for the time being in order to pro-
tect the site and our users. We will 
be closely monitoring the situa-
tion and will react accordingly.”

The leaked document, which 
Karpeles conf irmed as being 
“more or less legit,” acknowl-
edged the damage that the rev-
elation would cause to the public 
perception not only of Mt. Gox, 
but also of bitcoin as a whole, 
among other cryptocurrencies. 
The document highlighted a 
plan to rebrand Mt. Gox as Gox. 
Mt. Gox’s parent company re-
cently purchased the domain  
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Bitcoin exchange goes dark after alleged theft of 750,000 bitcoin
gox.com, which currently redirects  
to mtgox.com.

“Regardless of malleability 
and regulatory issues, Mt. Gox’s 
main problems are massive rob-
bery and poor bitcoin account-
ing,” stated the report.

The average price of bitcoin fell 
from $612 on Sunday to $540 on 
Monday, according to Coinbase. 
The price of bitcoin has f luctu-
ated wildly in the past several 
months, trading as high as $1,100 
in late November 2013.

Mt. Gox faces investigations 
by authorities in Japan and the 
United States.

The price of bitcoin on Mt. Gox has fallen against the US dollar over the past month.
CHART COURTESY BITCOINCHARTS.COM
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What makes Young Life unique is the fact that we desire to share the Gospel 

with kids through our consistent presence in their lives.
Scott Burden,  “YoungLife”

Trials & Tributes: Yonker’s story of overcoming grief

BY CASEY MCINTOSH
Staff Writer

As people age and mature, 
all come to a point in life where 
they must confront loss and 
grief. Grief is a natural and 
necessary process birthed from 
loss — the loss of a dream, the 
loss of a hope or the loss of  
a relationship.

Psychology professor Julie 
Yonker is familiar with grief 
on multiple levels. She teaches 
a psychology class on grief and 
she helped develop the First Year 
Seminar curriculum to give stu-
dents coping strategies for grief.

But she also has f irst-hand 
experience: she lost her mother 
at a young age. 

Yonker was just out of col-
lege, not much older than most 
students at Calvin, and living in 
Germany while her family lived 
at home in Texas. Her mother 
had been battling cancer for quite 
some time and began to lose the 
fight. Her father and some mem-
bers from their church helped to 
care for Yonker’s mother.

Her father needed a shor t 
break from the caretaking, so 
Yonker t raveled back home 

from Germany to take care of 
her mother. While her father  
was gone, her mother became 
more sick.

“At night I would walk in and 
check on her to see if she was still 
breathing,” Yonker said.

Her mother soon became so ill 
that she was not able to receive 
proper care at home. Yonker 
feared she would pass away soon.

“I had to take her to the hos-
pital,” Yonker said, “and I knew 
then that was the last time I was 
taking her away from her home.”

After caring for her mother 
while her father was away, Yonker 
had to travel back to Germany, 
but after only a few days back 
in Germany, she heard that her 
mother had finally passed away 
after the long fight with cancer.

She had started the grieving 
process long before her mother 
passed away, but this did not curb 
some pain and frustration.

“I was angry with God. It  
wa s  u n fa i r,”  Yon ke r  sa id .  
“I  t houg ht t hat  t h i s  was a  
really stupid idea God had. It 
didn’t make sense how God 
would allow a woman who did 
and could do so much for His 
kingdom [to pass away].”

Yonker said the loss hit espe-

cially hard at the funeral. She 
questioned God and God’s mo-
tives, but knew he was present in 
her pain.

“He was clearly there at the 
funeral,” Yonker said. “I’m 
not sure how else I could’ve 
even breathed on my own.”

Yonker said that while con-
fronting loss and addressing 
the grief people can become 
angry, confused, depressed 
and utterly lost. With the  
loss of a parent, it becomes 
dif f icult to f ind yourself 
again. Having l ived in a  
world where home may  
have been a face or a hug, 
part of one’s identity comes 
from the existence and life 
of another person. Without 
that foundation, loss of self 
and questions of identity  
are imminent.

She mentioned that this 
feeling is not limited to spe-
cif ic events. The loss of a 
dream or hope leads to the 
same effects. Individuals who 
lose any aspect of stability, 
whether financial, spiritual 
or mental, also bear this bur-
den. To handle grief is to 
learn to cope.

Yonker explained that C.S. 

Calvin students partner with YoungLife ministry
BY DANIEL WOODIWISS

Guest Writer

There’s “no end in sight” for 
Ron Hedgcock, according to 
the 2013 Calvin graduate him-
self. Hedgcock said this as he 
ref lected on his four-plus years 
as a Northeast Grand Rapids 
YoungLife leader, expressing 
his desire to continue in his role. 
YoungLife (YL), a Christian min-
istry intended especially for teen-
agers, has several local branches 
in Grand Rapids alone, despite 
being a national organization.

According to an issue of The 
Calvin Spark, Calvin College 
and YoungLife formalized their 
par tnership in the Spring of 
2011. Since then, Calvin students 
and alumni alike have contin-
ued to use this coalition as an  
opportunity to serve in 
their community.  

YoungLife’s stipulated 
mission is “int roduc-
ing adolescents to Jesus 
Christ and helping them 
grow in their faith.” For 
many Calvin students, 
this mission is what at-
tracted them to the club 
in the first place.

“I figured YoungLife 
would be a good oppor-
tunity to continue work-
ing in youth ministry,” 
said Hedgcock, who spent 
several summers as a 
Christian camp counsel-
or. Scott Burden, a 2012 
Calvin graduate and cur-
rent staff assistant with 
Central Grand Rapids 
YL, echoed this senti-
ment, asserting, “what 
makes YoungLife unique 
is the fact that we de-
sire to share the Gospel  
with kids through our 
consistent presence in 
their lives.”

So just how does this group go 
about sharing the Gospel with 
young teenagers? Well, they first 
fill the need for group leaders. 
From the start of their partnership 
with Calvin, YoungLife has had a 
table at the popular extracurricu-

lar expo, Cokes and Clubs, and 
this setup is how both Hedgcock 
and junior Hannah Bentele first 
entertained the idea of serving 
as leaders.

Ne i t he r  h a d  worked  fo r 
YoungLife before, but Bentele 
said, “I figured this would be a 
great way to get involved with 
something important outside of 
Calvin’s campus.”

Other students use prior YL 
experience as motivation for a 
leadership position. Sophomore 
Ally Carter, who “fell in love” 
with YoungLife her sophomore 
year in high school, claims her 
YoungLife leader (a then-Calvin 
student) was the reason she came 
to Calvin in the first place.

“I knew I wanted to be a leader 
here, too,” Carter said. “So I 
contacted [Northeast Grand 
Rapids YL Area Director] Matt 

DeHoog, and not too long after, 
I got a call asking if I wanted to 
be a leader at Forest Hills Eastern 
High School.”

As for what these leaders ac-
tually do, there appear to be a 
myriad of roles. 

Calvin students Jill Schmidt and Ally Carter co-lead their 
group of  YoungLife girls with Emily Deadman.

“You start by being assigned 
to a certain gender and a certain 
grade,” Bentele said. “I’m cur-
rently with senior girls at Forest 

Hills Eastern, and I’ve 
been with them since 
their sophomore year.” 
Once they meet their 
group, their primary 
responsibility is to, in 
Carter’s words, “be a 
part of these [teenag-
ers’] lives, get to know  
them and walk with 
them in their journey to 
know Christ.”

This sort of bond can 
yield significant ben-
efits for the leaders, as 
Bentele explained. 

“This has helped 
my relationship with 
Christ, because I can’t 
be a good leader of my 
girls without working 
on my own relation-
sh ip,” Bentele sa id. 
“For instance, they fre-
quently ask really good, 
philosophical questions 
about the Bible that I 
can’t always answer, 
and that in turn makes 
me want to learn more 

about the Bible.”
Finally, leaders also organize 

and lead the YoungLife Club 
meetings, which usually take 
place at the home of one of the 
middle or high school students. 
Bentele described the usual for-

mat of these events.
“They’re really just kind of 

insanity ... they usually involve 
some mixture of playing games, 

singing songs and watching fun-
ny YouTube videos, but at the 
end of the night, there’s always a 
10-minute devotional time called 
‘club talk,’ and this is a way to 
work Jesus in amidst all the fun,” 
Bentele said.

Many outside of the program 
may be skeptical of the success 
of this format, but for those that 
have attended and worked with 
YoungLife, there is no doubt in 
their minds that this is an effec-
tive model of ministry. Carter 

Lewis’ “A Grief Observed” com-
forted her while coping with 
her loss because of Lewis’ great 
knowledge and faithfulness while 

maintained that she “met Jesus 
because of YoungLife” and that 
young people are similarly expe-
riencing this. 

“Kids who don’t typical ly 
want anything to do with God or 
church or religion in general can 
come and see how much we and 
God love them, free of judgment,” 
Carter said.

 “While there are many kids 
who go to YoungLife and also 
have Christian families and/or 
attend church regularly, there are 
also many that do not,” Hedgcock 
said. “YoungLife is designed for 
that second group.”

“YoungLife exists to reach a 
lost and often times misunder-
stood generation by being present 
in kids lives consistently and it is 
for that reason that YoungLife is 
a ministry model that is so incred-
ibly effective and motivated by the 

good news of the most beautiful 
love story known,” Burden said. 

Although numbers in Calvin 
participation have slightly de-
creased (an estimated 22 YL 
leaders are from Calvin this year, 
compared to 32 just three years 
ago), the effects on the Calvin 
community are as strong as ever. 

“God is good and, as evident 
in YoungLife’s long and rich his-
tory, He is continually blessing 
the ministry as we seek to reach a 
world of kids,” Burden said.

Calvin students Ally Carter, Carrie Eichler 
and Jill Schmidt after leading their YoungLife 
girls up a mountain at Sharp Top Cove this 
summer. 

Calvin alum Ron Hedgcock and student Alex Oddo with some 
of their YoungLife students at Timber Wolf Lake this summer.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ALLY CARTER

battling similar strife. She took 
other steps to cope as well.

“I surrounded myself with 
women who have a lso been 

t h roug h toug h eve nt s ,” 
Yonker explained. “I trusted 
them, and they supported 
me.”

Yonker hopes to encourage 
students dealing with grief. 
When coping with grief, she 
said, do not become isolated. 
Self-care is important and 
will help stabilize mind and 
body. When dealing with 
grief, the body is under a 
heavy weight and becoming 
isolated or seeking indulgence 
in the “comforts” will only 
lead to harm.

Instead, Yonker said, get 
out of bed and dress, eat 
healthy and see friends. This 
will ultimately help most 
while coping.

Yo n k e r  i s  n o  lo n g e r  
angry with God, nor does 
she seek answers or ques-
tion his justice. She is able to  
take a grander view and  
see  t he bless i ngs  i t  has 
brought. She finds comfort in 
the rest her mother has been 
granted, even though she still 
misses her.

When facing anger at God, Yonker encourages students to surround themselves with trusted people

CALVIN.EDU

Julie Yonker, Calvin psychology 
professor, teaches courses on 
grief and wrote Calvin’s First Year 
curriculum on grief. 
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The campus safety department took a report of  unspecified 
trouble in Noordewier Hall. Upon investigating, it appears 
the caller was attempting to harass a student resident. Cam-
pus safety officers followed up with the caller.

2/18/2014

The campus safety department took a report of  malicious 
destruction of  property in the Knollcrest Dining Hall park-
ing area. The victim reported a vehicle window was broken 
out between 9:30 a.m. and 2:25 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 18. It 
did not appear that anyone tried to take anything from the 
vehicle. The victim was advised to report the incident to the 
Grand Rapids Police Department.

2/18/2014

The campus safety department took a report of  malicious 
destruction of  property in the Spoelhof  College Center. 
Building Services personnel found graffiti on a bathroom
stall in the men’s room near the Gezon Auditorium.

2/20/2014

Campus Safety Report
Hampshire Boulevard.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
Student senate elections 

will be on Thursday, 
April 17. If you’re 

interes ted in 
running for 

senate, we 
w i l l  have 
a n  i n for-
mational 
meeting 
on March 
17. Contact 

senatepres@
calvin.edu if 

you have any 
questions.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
Applications to be on 

a governance committee 
will be available soon. For 
more information, contact 
Connor Schmidt at senatev-
prep@calvin.edu.

In this week’s senate 
meeting, we approved the 
renovation of the hallway 
next to Johnny’s Cafe. 
The renovations 
w i l l  t a k e 
place dur-
ing spring 
break and 
wi l l  i n-
clude in-
stalling a 
counter-
top bar on 
the wal l , 
addressing 
the need of in-
creased seating.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
We  h ave  a l s o  a p -

proved an a l locat ion 
of $1,500 to the Calvin 
Com mu n it y  Ga rde n 
that will be installed be-
hind the baseball field on  

Senate Corner •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
We will be having a town 

hall meeting on April 2 with 
President Le Roy to discuss 
the strategic plan and how 
it will affect students. The 
strategic plan shapes the di-
rection Calvin will take for 
the next five years and the 
town hall meeting will be a 
way for students to directly 
learn about that direction. 
Contact senatepres@calvin.
edu for more information.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
We recently created a 

service grant to allow stu-
dents to do service activi-
ties in Grand Rapids. The 
$750 grant can be applied 
for through the Service-
Learning Center now. To 
apply, you need to fill out a 
proposal with your idea and 
the Service-Learning Center 
will review your application. 
Contact Anna Lindner at 
ael32@students.calvin.edu 
for more information.
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Chimes leadership should never censor a story because a student’s 
position is in the minority or because their position is not the same 
as Calvin’s. Ryan Struyk, “Letter to the Editor”

From the
  Editor

The opinions expressed in articles on this page are the opinions 
of the authors and do not necessarily represent the opinions of 
Chimes or Calvin College.

Letters to the Editor
Pro-choice article lacks clarity 

and focus

Dear Editor,
After reading Jon Hielkema’s 

article “Pro-choice at Calvin” 
p ubl i shed  Feb.  2 0  s e ve ra l 
times now, I am baff led at the 
incoherence of the article. Putting 
the abortion argument aside, 
its purpose and audience changed 
about every other sentence.

While it doesn’t seem like 
t he  a r t i c le  i s  i n t e nd e d  to 
persuade anyone to bel ieve 
differently, many of the state-
ments seem like a waste of text in 
a piece meant only for pro-choice 
advocates. If persuasion was a 

goa l ,  i t  inc ludes blunt and 
insensitive overgeneralizations 
of the opposing view point — a 
terribly ineffective move.

The great irony is that the 
author t r ies to present him-
self as an expert on argumen-
tation at the beginning of the 
article. He said the purpose of 
the article is to tell the reader 
“what to do and what not to 
do when agitating for safe and 
legal abortions” and decided to 
include a largely irrelevant para-
graph on argumentation theory 
near the beginning.

Based on the response online, 
I don’t think any pro-choice 
advocate would want to take 

p e r s u a s io n  a dv ice  f r om 
the author.

Fi na l ly,  wh i le  I ’m not 
sure everything in the arti-
cle should have been pub-
l i shed ,  I  a m proud t ha t 
Chimes leadership decided 
to err on the side of letting 
students f reely have their 
say in publishing the piece. 
Chimes  leadership should 
never censor a s tor y be -
cause a student’s position is 
in the minority or because 
their position is not the same 
as Calvin’s. Thank you for 
standing for that.

Ryan Struyk, ‘14

Pro-choice article misrepresents 
pro-life position

Dear Editor,
While Mr. Hielkema’s argu-

ment for abortion rights con-
tained several f laws in reason-
ing, perhaps his biggest “straw 
man” was his portrayal of pro-
life supporters as unsympathet-
ic, sexist and racist, which is 
the basis for several of his argu-
ments. Being pro-life encom-
passes more than abortion; many 
who are against abortion also 

support init iat ives that help 
mothers af ford and care for 
their children. For example, I 
am generally opposed to abor-
tion, but I support comprehen-
sive sex education, insurance 
coverage for contraception and 
affordable health care in or-
der to effectively decrease the 
number of abortions. Pro-life 
supporters are concerned with 
more than “saving unborn ba-
bies”; many of us want to ensure 
that all children have the op-
portunities and support system 

to thrive. Mr. Hielkema and I 
share a common goal in re-
ducing the number of chil-
dren born into poverty, but 
legal abortion should not be 
c o n s id e r e d  a  mo r a l  s o -
lution. I would encourage 
Mr. Hielkema to engage in 
respectful, thoughtful discus-
sion with those who consider 
themselves pro-life instead 
of reducing his opponents to 
sensationalized sound bites.

Amy Schepers, ‘14

Online comments on pro-choice 
article hinder discussion

Dear Editor,
For a piece with over 2,400 

facebook likes, I suspect people 
who might agree with Hielkema’s 
op-ed are scared away f rom 

commenting by the vitr iolic 
response dominating the com-
ment section online. Whether it 
be calls for taking down the 
ar t icle, “f i r ing” the author, 
chastising the editors or ques-
t ioning why there should be 
a ny  k i nd  of  d i s c u ss ion  i n 

the f irst place, the various 
assertions for Chimes and 
Calvin to restrict dialogue on 
campus are repugnant, and 
ref lect poorly on those that 
wrote them.

Jacqueline Ristola, ‘13

Pro-choice article contradicts 
CRC beliefs

Dear Editor,
In response to the editorial, 

“Pro-choice at Calvin,” I am 
disturbed that such an edito-
rial would be allowed to be pub-
lished. It directly contradicts 
the mission and the teaching of 
Calvin College and the Christian 

Reformed Church. While I am a 
proponent of free speech, Chimes 
represents Calvin College and 
should not be a voice for someone 
to directly oppose its teachings. 
As Christians in this world, we 
submit to the sovereignty of God 
as Creator and giver of life. We 
also are called to engage the cur-
rent culture, not endorse (as this 
editorial does) it or escape from 

it. Who are we as mankind to 
choose to take a life of another 
human being? As Abraham 
Kuyper said, “There is not 
one square inch in the whole 
human domain of our human 
existence over which Christ, 
who is sovereign over all, does 
not cry Mine!”

Bruce Meyer, ‘89

Pro-choice arguments ignore 
key facts of human life

Dear Editor,
It is with a heavy heart I read 

“Pro-choice at Calvin” recently. 
I understand AP style wants 
pro-life to be referred to as anti-
choice, but we are all pro-choice, 
we just differ on when that choice 
is made.

The fact that the writer believes 
killing an unborn baby (abortion) 
is okay because the baby only ex-
ists with permission of the parent 
is astounding. A 4-year-old, a 
2-year-old and a 2-day-old exist 

because the parents allow it to. 
A child may have special needs 
that requires a parent to quit their 
job; does that mean the child 
should be sacrificed? A kid cer-
tainly brings pressure to one’s 
social life, so perhaps we should 
extend the right to murder a child 
up until what, 18 years old?

Pro-abortion folks miss some-
thing very key in this debate. 
The unborn child is a person. 
I’ve never heard of a fetus shower 
or someone exclaiming, “we’re 
having a fetus!” Reminder: our 
Creator endows us with the un-
alienable right to life.

We have allowed the mur-
der of 56 mi l l ion unborn 
babies in this country since 
Roe v. Wade. Nearly 4,000 
unbor n babies  a re be i ng 
murdered each day in the 
name of choice. 

We are told what you did 
for the least of these you 
did for Christ. I f you can 
f ind someone lesser than 
an unborn baby, I’d like to 
meet them. We must pray for 
the unborn, mothers and our 
leaders to abolish abortion in 
this country.

Jacob Hall

Scripture is decidedly pro-life 
and we should be too

Dear Editor,
I would g uess that much 

of the uproar over Jonathan 
Hielkema’s editorial, “Pro-choice 
at Calvin,” arose from the fact 
that many people assumed that 
Hielkema was at tempting to 
approach the issue of abortion 
from a Christian perspective 
(given that this is a Christian 
college). But one need only ob-
serve the complete lack of any 
mention of God or Scripture 
to realize that his article is not 
based on a biblical worldview. 
Many of Hielkema’s defenders 

were upset about the vigorous 
backlash that he received. But 
when people insist that we have 
a “civil and respectful dialogue” 
about this issue, they are mini-
mizing the horror and wicked-
ness of abortion, because they 
would not grant that same cour-
tesy and benevolence to someone 
who supports slavery, Holocaust 
denia l ,  e thnic c leansing or 
genocide. There has to be a line 
drawn somewhere. Sure, there are 
many issues that Christ ians 
do, in good faith, take differing 
stances on while still operating 
within the framework of a bib-
lical worldview. But when it 
comes to this issue, Scripture is 

unequivocally and indisput-
ably pro-life (Jer. 1:5). We 
should not wave the “tolerance 
and unity” f lag and pretend 
that it’s okay for a Christian 
to suppor t the murder of 
unborn children created in 
God’s image. We shou ld 
have righteous indignation 
at the things that make God 
angry (Eph. 4:26), which in-
cludes abortion (Prov. 6:17). 
Jesus was angry with the 
moneychangers in the temple. 
We should also be angry at a 
“church” that supports and 
collects funds for abortion.

Connor Sterchi ’14

Sterchi article courageous 
and helpful

Dear Editor,
I congratulate Connor Sterchi 

for his report “Historical Genesis 
foundational to Christian faith” 
(Feb. 14). As a life-long science 
teacher of  the literal Genesis 
account of creation, I believe 
it took great courage and in-

sight on his part to share his 
views in light of the fact that our 
denominat ional and educa-
tional leaders have for years 
promoted a “God used evo-
l u t i o n”  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f 
God’s Word. He spoke the 
t r uth in love, he suppor ted 
his comments with speci f ic 
examples and he clearly articu-
lated the belief, by survey, of 

almost half of the members 
of the evangelical community 
which includes the CRC. The 
Church does have a variety of 
views on this topic, and his 
writing helped the move to-
ward a much-needed balance 
in forming and expressing 
those views.

Michael DuMez

BY JOSEPH MATHESON
Editor in Chief

Connor Sterchi’s recent ar-
ticle regarding the historicity of 
Genesis has sparked some con-
versation on what seems to me to 
be an issue with which Christians 
are still struggling. I am happy to 
see the respectful way in which 
that discussion has progressed in 
the Chimes (see especially Nate 
Brees’ response), and I would like 
to suggest two new directions for 
discussion on this issue.

The f irst is a comment on 
Connor’s piece: he seems not to 
have lived up to his own standards 
of a plain reading of Genesis. 
While there is a larger issue re-
garding how to interpret the Bible 
(again, see Nate Brees’ response), 
Connor’s picture of creation is 
not fully consistent with the plain 
reading of Genesis he advocates.
He states that Genesis shows God 
creating the world in six days, in 
the non-allegorical customary use 
of the word “day,” as the time it 
takes the sun to rise, set and rise 
again. But in Genesis, the sun 
is not created until the fourth 
day, inconsistent with Connor’s 
inter pre tat ion, and ca l l ing 
into question the time scale im-
plied by Connor’s interpretation 
of Genesis.

Furthermore, he argues that sin 
entered the world through Adam, 
and that this point is critical for 
Christ’s work. Unfortunately, this 
claim is also contrary to a plain 
reading of Genesis, where sin 
enters the world through a snake, 
Eve and Adam acting jointly, call-
ing into question the importance 
of a single, specific Adam for his 
interpretation of Romans.

He also does not mention 
the other humans described in 
Genesis as living contemporary 
to Adam and Eve. A plain read-
ing of Genesis would imply that 
large populations of humans were 
already living on Earth at the 
time of the Fall, suggesting other 
creation scenes not mentioned in 
Genesis 2.

This is not necessarily a cri-

tique of Connor’s overall project 
of basing truth in a responsible 
reading of the Bible, but there 
does need to be more discussion 
about what such a picture would 
look like, since Connor’s current 
picture is inconsistent with a 
plain reading of Genesis.

Connor’s article does, how-
ever, point out that an old earth, 
with humans failing to arrive un-
til very late in history, means that 
there must have been carnivory, 
death, suffering and vast amounts 
of extinction well before humans 
even existed to sin, possibly even 
from the very start of creation.

This, however, is deeply incon-
sistent with standard Christian 
theology, usually attributed to 
Augustine, which argues that 
God must have created the world 
perfect and absent evil, which 
could only be introduced through 
human sin. This problem, which 
is a much more serious conflict 
than debates over time frames, 
is addressed far more rarely in 
the Christian tradition.Since 
Genesis is indeed foundational 
for Christian theology, Christians 
will need to determine a theology 
that fits the facts of the Bible. In 
light of the scientific facts, the 
current choices for Christians 
are: to accept Augustinian inter-
pretations of creation and hope 
science eventually proves them 
right; to attempt to articulate an 
Augustinian account of creation 
consistent with both scientific 
and Biblical facts; or to attempt 
to articulate an alternative inter-
pretation of creation consistent 
with scientific and Biblical facts.

There has been some interest-
ing headway by Christians on 
these issues, especially on the 
last option. For instance, former 
professor John Schneider has 
offered an interpretation of cre-
ation dating back to Irenaeus, a 
bishop and theologian from the 
second century, which he believes 
explains scientific and biblical 
facts much more persuasively 
than the Augustinian interpreta-
tion. I would encourage anyone 
interested in the topic to read his 
articles on the subject.

Literal Genesis problematic

Despite political and economic 
concerns, and my personal apa-
thy towards winter sports (sorry, 
hockey fans), this year’s Olympics 
stil l managed to surprise me 
with the sheer joy expressed in 
the most famous international 
celebration on Earth.

Residents of Oslo, Norway, 
one of the finalists to host the 
2022 Olympics, expressed con-
cern about the economic cost of 
hosting the games on a recent 
NPR feature. Certainly the costs 
are real, but one interviewee per-
ceptively expressed the spirit of 
the Olympics by comparing the 
Olympics to a party. Norway, she 
suggested, had enjoyed attending 
the party in the past, so now it was 
their turn to host.

Because the Olympics is a party 
— arguably the biggest party 
thrown regularly on the planet 
— and the joy of celebration is 
what draws people to watch the 
Olympics each year. Certainly 
competitive events attract the 
most attention, but this is hardly 
unsurprising at a worldwide 
celebration of the best athletes in 
the world.

Indeed, the spirit of athleti-

cism is partly what makes the 
Olympics the joyful celebration 
that they are. Although the 
media enacts an ad hoc com-
petitive medal count between 
nations, no such competition is 
built into the Olympics, and for 
the individual athletes, simply 
attending the Olympics is such 
an honor that very rarely do 
athletes feel ashamed losing. 
The Olympics, rather than 
being a place of high-stakes 
competition, are a showcase 
of some of the most talented 
performers on Earth.

The most compelling parts 
of the Olympics are moments 
of joy, such as American luger 
Kate Hansen’s carefree warm-
up dance routine, and close, 
hard-fought games like the gold 
medal women’s hockey game 
evince only admiration for the 
talented players on both sides.

The world may be a fallen 
place, but nowhere is the vision 
of God’s Kingdom more clearly 
seen on a global scale than in 
the joy and celebration of the 
Olympic Games.

~jdm
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