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BY BEN RIETEMA
On-Call Writer

Calvin Col lege is mul l-
i ng over  t he add it ion of 
master’s programs to urban 
s t u d ie s  a nd  to  b u s i ne s s 
i n  o rd e r  to  a t t r a c t  ne w 
students and bring in addi-
tional revenue.

However, the push for mas-
ter’s programs would not come 
without controversy.

“I  wou ld expec t 
s o m e  p u s h b a c k ,” 
P r o v o s t  C l a u d i a 
Beversluis said. “Some 
of us think that we are 
a great undergraduate 
institution; let’s stay 
that way. Right now, 
we are at about a mix 
of half liberal arts, half 
professional programs. 
Would that hurt the 
liberal arts identity if 
we added a lot of pro-
fessional programs? 
There would be a fear 
that it would.”

Although an early 
draf t of the st rate-
gic plan stated that 
Calvin would have 
two master’s programs by 2017, 
a revised draft removed that 
time frame. Beversluis said that 
Calvin was not going to rush 
into anything.

 “I think there’s a sense that 
these things need to be high 

quality, and that we’re not going 
to rush into them. And they also 
have to fit with our mission ... 
There has to be something that 
a Christian perspective offers. 
Why would you want to study 
this from the lens of a Reformed 
perspective? You really have to 
have a good answer for that.”

Beversluis said one of the main 
purposes of adding master’s pro-
grams would be to appeal to a 
new student audience.

“Calvin does well and puts 
a lot of stock into the tradi-
tionally-aged college student,” 
Beversluis said. “But are there 
ways we could diversify our 
student audience and diversi-
fy what we offer to the world 

BY NATHAN GROENEWOLD 
Religion Co-Editor

The Nov. 8 typhoon in the 
Philippines, which resulted in 
more than 3,600 deaths and dis-
placed two million people, has hit 
especially close to home for more 
than 25 Calvin students who have 
direct ties to the country.

Freshman Jade Acosta, born 
in the Philippines, has a brother 
and sister-in-law who live south 
of Tacloban, the city in Central 
Philippines most affected by the 
storm. Her uncle also lives near 
where the storm made landfall.

 “My uncle's school in Leyte 
is completely damaged,” Acosta 
said. “While the storm was com-
ing, my uncle, my cousin and his 
family were taking shelter in the 
kitchen while the tin roofs were 
being blown away.”

Acosta talked about the magni-
tude of Typhoon Haiyan, locally 
named Yolanda.

“Despite the fact that typhoons 
… frequently hit the Philippines, 
Yolanda was the strongest,” 
she said.

The Weather Channel called 
Yol a nd a  t he  mo s t  p owe r -
ful storm to ever make land-
fall. Wind speeds reached 220 
mph as the typhoon raked the 
Central Philippines.

In response to the disaster, a 
grieving community of 60 stu-
dents gathered Friday in the 
Chapel Undercroft for a prayer 

s e r v ice  p la n ned by  ju n ior 
Emily Holwerda.

Holwerda lived in Tacloban 
for eight years. After reading 
through Facebook messages and 
seeing how the storm had affected 
her friends at Calvin and in the 
Philippines, she felt compelled 
to respond.

“A good place to start is prayer,” 
said Holwerda, reflecting on why 
she planned the event.

St udents with t ies to the 
Philippines led prayers asking 
that the government would han-
dle the crisis efficiently, that the 
lootings and violence in Tacloban 
would stop and that roads would 
be cleared so medical and food 
aid would reach those who need 
it most.

For most students at the ser-
vice, the super typhoon that pum-
meled the Central Philippines 
was more than a news story — 
they could relate firsthand.

Sophomore Su Choi talked 
about her past experience. She 
grew up in Manila, a city in the 
Northern Philippines.

“We lose power,” Choi said, 
“which means there is no way we 
can get weather forecast updates. 
It's quite intimidating to not know 
how long it will rain, especially 
when you see the rain coming 
into your house. [We stay] on 
the second floor, looking at our 
furniture [on] the first floor float-
ing around.

at large?”
B e v e r s l u i s  s a i d  t h a t , 

along with thoughts about 
graduate programs in busi-
nes s  a nd u rba n s t ud ie s , 
Calvin is having conversa-
tions with Calvin Theological 
Seminary to combine resourc-
es for graduate programs.

She said another area of 
interest would be an expan-
sion to TESOL (Teachers of 
English to Speakers of Other 

Languages). But she 
said there are many 
opportunities.

“People get a little 
bit of a bug about it 
and say, ‘oh we could 
do that.’” Beversluis 
said. “You could 
think of a lot of dif-
ferent possibilities.”

 Howe ve r,  i n -
creased revenue is 
also a part of the 
conversation.

 “We would not 
s t a r t  s ome t h i n g 
just for revenue,” 
B e ve r s lu i s  s a id . 
“But we wouldn’t 
start it without the 
potential of bring-
ing in something to 

the college.”
The success of the speech pa-

thology program first sparked 
interest in expanding Calvin’s
academic offerings.

RUTHY BERENDS
On-Call Writer 

A disagreement between aca-
demic departments over the need 
to revise the current core cur-
riculum has delayed plans for a 
new core, according to professor 
Bruce Berglund, chair of the core 
curriculum committee.

Earlier this year, Berglund and 
Provost Claudia Beversluis were 
looking to present a modified core 
to faculty senate by May.

 But now, Cheryl Brandsen, 
dean of social sciences and con-
text disciplines and chair of the 
educational policy committee, 
said there is “zero” chance of a 
new core being pushed through 
this year.

The committees have yet to 
finalize a new timeline for the 
passage of a new core draft, but 
Berglund said it will probably not 
be for some time.

 “It is very unlikely that any 
current Calvin students will ex-
perience a new implementation 
of core,” Berglund said.

 Brandsen said the discussion 
of a revised core must be expand-

ed before a new curriculum heads 
toward implementation.

 “I think there needs to be a 
broader campus discussion about 
what core should look like. That 
means meeting with faculty and 
departments ... and asking what 

kind of opportunities the new 
core should offer,” Brandsen said.

 Berglund echoed Brandsen’s 
thoughts on the need for further 
discussion, emphasizing the dis-
agreement in the Calvin commu-
nity about the suggested changes.

 “Both committees recognize 

that there are departments that 
see the current core as satisfac-
tory and that think this is a bad 
time to have a revision of the 
core,” Berglund said. “On the 
other hand, there are people in 
other departments who want 

to see a revision of core soon 
because they’re really being bur-
dened with limited staff.”

The two committees had a 
joint meeting last Friday to dis-
cuss core’s role in a larger edu-
cational framework and to think 
about whether or not to move the 

core discussion forward.
 Berglund explained that both 

committees agreed to continue 
looking at a possible core revision 
and to investigate possible alter-
nate models like the white paper 
the core committee produced 

last year.
“We’re happy the white 

paper from last year is doing 
its job in terms of spurring 
discussion,” Berglund said.

Brandsen was also glad for 
the work the core committee 
put into the white paper.

“The core commit tee 
worked incredibly hard on 
core last year and they did 
amazing work,” Brandsen 
said, “but now it needs a 
broader audience, and that’s 
where it gets tricky.”

Senior Katherine Vogel, a 
student representative on the 
core curriculum committee, 

expressed her concern about core 
remaining as it is.

“I don’t think students have 
any idea what would happen if 
core doesn’t change,” Vogel said.

Vogel said because of the grow-
ing student population, maintain-
ing Calvin’s current core curricu-

lum would result in professors 
teaching larger sections of 
classes, or professors teaching 
more sections and reducing 
the number of hours spent 
on research.

Either option would mean a 
loss for students and no finan-
cial gain, according to Vogel.

Brandsen said in order to be-
gin a broader discussion about 
core, it’s up to the committees.

“I think members of the core 
and education policy com-
mittees will need to be very 
intentional about setting up 
times to meet with groups of 
departments,” Brandsen said.

In regard to the faculty 
pushback the core commit-
tee has experienced in recent 
weeks, Vogel said she un-
derstands their concern, but 
she is concerned some will 
remain reluctant.

“It’s not just faculty protect-
ing their jobs,” Vogel said, “but 
it’s also that people are faculty 
members in these departments 
because they feel called by God 
to teach these things ... I just 
wish their were more positive 
voices willing to speak up.”

‘Zero’ chance of passing new core by May, leaders say

See “Typhoon,” page 5 See “Master’s,” page 2

Students react to typhoon Calvin considers more master’s programs
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Calvin plans to hold discussions with faculty in coming months.

New programs would include urban studies and 
business professional degrees.
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Calvin ranks fifth for study abroad, third for int’l students

BY HAYLEY COX
On-Call Writer

The First Year Seminar (FYS) 
data is in, and while an official 
evaluation is still in the works, 
preliminary evaluations f ind 
the revamped course largely  
a success.

“There were some things that 
really worked and some things 
that didn’t,” said Mike Stob, dean 
of institutional effectiveness. 
“Overall it was a success — not 
smashing, but we didn’t expect 
it to be.”

“Some of the logistics were 
funny because it was the first 
year,” said Sara Mulder, pro-
fessor of English and FYS co-
ordinator. “I never heard any 
complaints from the first-years, 
but then we never really talked 
about it.”

Julie Yonker, professor of psy-
chology, member of the curricu-
lum committee for FYS and FYS 
section instructor, found that her 
students greatly appreciated the 
practical applications of the new 
FYS structure, particularly the 
addition of the “C-talks.”

“In my experience, my stu-
dents found C-talks quite en-
riching,” said Yonker. “There 
were videos from almost every 
discipline on campus. With one 
on history, one student told me 
they never thought they would 
like to take a history class, but 
then signed up immediately, 
largely due to the talk.”

Stob and Yonker found, both 
through formal evaluations and 
anecdotally, that most students 
found the talk “I Wish I was 
Told... at Calvin” the most help-
ful. This video shared everything 

from the accessibility of profes-
sors to the existence of Grilled 
Cheese Wednesday.

“I was sitting in my office one 
day,” said Yonker, “and as stu-
dents were leaving class I heard 
one student ask another, ‘Did you 
get grilled cheese yesterday?’ and 
the other said ‘No! The line was 
all the way out the door!’”

Yonker and Mulder also found 
that first-year students greatly ap-
preciated the week that featured 
student panels.

“It was really good for fresh-
men to hear from students who 
had gone before,” said Mulder, 
who then highlighted such advice 
as “it’s okay to say no,” “budget-
ing time” and “knowing how  
to schedule.”

Stob highlighted the week of 
mandatory half-hour student-
instructor meetings.

“We found that often first-year 
students do not find themselves 
in faculty off ices until advis-
ing,” he said. “That’s late into  
the semester. I think [these meet-
ings] helped by giving students 
the idea that [professors] are  
a resource.”

He added anecdotally that 
there are more f irst-year stu-
dents in professors’ offices than  
ever before.

Yonker then emphasized the 
longer-term benefit of FYS.

“Students may not have ar-
ticulated it immediately, but ev-
eryone took stuff away,” she said. 
“Sometimes the benefits might 
[appear] next semester after there 
has been time for the information 
to sink in and for the students to 
understand the relevance.”

All these changes and FYS as 
a whole came about after a reex-
amination of Prelude.

“Ten years into a course, it’s 
time to see if it needs a face-lift,” 
said Stob. “When we started, we 
didn’t think it would be such a 
radical shift.”

He explained that the main 
problems with Prelude were 
the abstractness of the themes 
and the disconnect between 
Prelude and DCM (Developing a  
Christian Mind).

The weekly topics of FYS were 
tweaked to focus on practical 
tools for first-year students.

“Prelude focused on important 
topics and themes students face 
again and again, like world-
view, justice and discernment,” 
Stob elaborated. “The topics of 
Prelude, while important, eas-
ily became superficial in a six-
week class. FYS instead looks at 
the student and their transition  
into college.”

“FYS gives students a toolbox 
of coping strategies,” said Yonker. 
“It focuses on the practicalities, 
like ‘how am I a student; how do 
I use my time?’ This is not the 
last big change for students and 
for life happening during college.”

Additionally, FYS saw short-
ened class time, a new pass/fail 
status and an increased emphasis 
on diversity.

The shortened class time is “an 
unqualified success,” said Stob. 
“Seventy-five minutes is just the 
right time to keep people’s atten-
tion at the end of the day.”

On the pass/fail status, he con-
tinued, “We’re not so sure about 
the pass/fail. Lots of instructors 
liked it. There was no pressure for 
students to write for a grade and 
not all instructors grade the same 
or even know how to grade well. 
But there were some students 
who took advantage of the pass/ 

fail requirements.”
He continued that perhaps they 

will keep the pass/fail, but clarify 
the guidelines.

The last big change centered 
on an increased emphasis on 
diversity, which meant bring-
ing in the From Every Nation 
(FEN) document, speaking more  
about cultural issues and ty-
ing the class more closely to  
UnLearn Week.

“This section was more highly 
rated than ever before,” said Stob.

“Vocation is the united theme,” 
said Yonker. “Right now students 
are called to be students.  FYS 
helps them see how that plays out 
in the classroom.”

For all its successes, though, 
FYS did have some setbacks.

“The course was uneven,” said 
Stob, “what we try to accomplish 
in each week, how much home-
work to assign.”

He added, “We may have 
gone too far in not engaging the  
big ideas.”

The nature of the one-hour 
course is also problematic.

“The one-hour/one-credit sta-
tus sends a signal to students 
that the college doesn’t think it’s 
as important, so they don’t take  
it seriously.”

All in all, Stob said, “We are 
most likely to do it again next 
year. We’ll revise everything and 
tweak each week.”

But no matter what happens, 
Stob stressed, not everyone will 
like the results.

“With 1,000 freshmen,” he 
said, “there is no ‘one size fits 
all’ class. No matter what we do, 
some will like it and some won’t. 
We’ve certainly moved in the 
right direction, but we’re not yet 
where we want to be.”

Preliminary evaluations suggests First Year Seminar a success

BY JERONICA ANDREWS
Staff Writer

A 2013 Open Doors Report 
by the Institute of International 
Education has ranked Calvin 
C o l l e g e  t h i r d  n a t i o n a l -
ly for its high enrollment of  
international students and fifth 
for study-abroad students.

According to the Open Doors 
Report, Calvin students who 
enroll in study-abroad programs 
make up 16 percent of the stu-
dent body while international 
students make up 13 percent of 
the student body. The ranking 
places Calvin first in Michigan 
among baccalaureate schools 
for international and study- 
abroad enrollment.

Don De Graaf, director of 
off-campus programs, says the 
report highlights the demand for 
off-campus programs at Calvin.

“I think Calvin is very blessed,” 
De Graaf said. “Through all the 
years of all the hard work done 
with off-campus programs, we 
have created a culture at Calvin 
where off-campus programs are 
sought after and valued.”

De Graaf attributes the suc-
cess of off-campus programs to 
the whole school.

“It is a team effort,” De Graaf 
said. “We appreciate advisors 

who encourage students to go, 
health services who help make 
sure every student is taken care 
of and every person at Calvin 
who helps make it happen. We 
[office of off-campus programs] 
are happy to be part of the suc-
cess because it is a plus for  
the campus.”

The Open Doors Report is a 
yearly study funded by the Bureau 
of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs at the United States 
Department of State. According 
to the report’s website, the report 
works as a comprehensive infor-
mation resource on international 
students studying in the U.S and 
U.S. students studying abroad for 
academic credit.

Nunana Nyomi, associate 
director of international admis-
sions, says being ranked by the 
report is very important.

“The report is good validation 
of our commitment to building 
community by enrolling students 
from different parts of the world,” 
Nyomi said. “The Open Doors 
Report is a well-established re-
port, so it is great that we are 
being benchmarked by a well-
known outsider for our efforts.”

Nyomi attributes the high en-
rollment of international students 
to the school’s commitment to 
global engagement.

“Among Christian schools, 

we are very well known for our 
global engagement,” Nyomi said. 
“We have very well-established 
relationships with schools in vari-
ous countries. We have school-
appointed representatives in 
a number of countries such as 
China and Ghana. We also have 
many options for study-abroad 
programs, which has helped 
us interest international and  
local students.”

Nyom i a l so s t re ssed t he 
benef its Calvin of fers inter- 
national students.

“The other factors that play a 
significant role in attracting in-
ternational students are the many 
reputable majors we offer such 
as engineering and education,” 
Nyomi said. “That in addition 
to easily available on-campus 
housing, on-campus jobs, good 
financial aid and a hospitable 
environment for all students helps 
us have an edge to attracting in-
ternational students.”

Students are also pleased with 
the ranking.

“I think that Calvin’s high en-
rollment of international students 
and many study-abroad programs 
is something to be celebrated,” 
said Lea Wibisono, a senior stu-
dent from Indonesia. “We come 
from many different backgrounds 
— it should be something we 
share. We can all learn something 

from each other.”
One international student 

suggested that the abundance 
of study-abroad programs cre-
ates opportunities for cross- 
cultural conversation.

“I am happy that Calvin has 
many study-abroad programs 
and lots of international students 
because it opens up the opportu-
nity for students to learn about 
new cultures,” said Amanda 
Tackie, a sophomore student 
from Ghana. “As an international  
s t udent mysel f ,  I  l i ke t hat 
American students are able to 
experience my culture through 
t he  s t udy-abroad p rog ra m  
in Ghana.”

Calvin currently offers 12 
off-campus semester programs 
and more than 25 short term 
off-campus programs through  
Interim classes.

“There is an off-campus pro-
gram for everyone,” said De 
Graaf. “In the long run, we hope 
to make it more accessible and 
affordable for all students.”

De Graaf hopes off-campus 
programs will help students con-
nect with each other.

“I would love to see us connect 
our students who travel abroad 
with international students who 
have lived in those places,” De 
Graaf said. “Experiencing the 
culture helps build a connection.”

Continued from page 1

“What makes speech pathol-
ogy so successful is that it’s 
very high-quality,” Beversluis 
said. “It fits with the mission [of 
Calvin] and it leads to a fairly  
assured career path. Those three 
things are essential to the kind 
of master’s programs we would 
have here.”

Beversluis said that a graduate 
program would be the next step 
for Calvin because it would help 
Calvin continue to be a leader  
in academia.

“So many people ask when 
I travel, ‘When’s Calvin go-
ing to have a Master’s in this, 
when’s Calvin going to have a  
Master’s in that?’” Beversluis 
said. “People sense that Calvin 

has been a leader in a lot of 
academic things, so the next 
step in leadership seems to be  
graduate education.”

Calvin’s traditional stance has 
been to provide an undergradu-
ate education and then send stu-
dents to other institutions to get 
their master’s degree (except for 
speech pathology and education). 
However, Beversluis said that the 

job market is changing.
“But as master’s degrees are 

more necessary for a lot of jobs, 
the kinds of professional mas-
ter’s degrees have exploded. 
We ask sometimes, ‘Are we do-
ing all we can to prepare the  
traditional students and a poten-
tial new group of students for the 
kind of activist lives that we want 
for them?’”

Master’s: Calvin considers business and urban studies grad programs
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BY LAUREN DEHAAN
Local News Editor

Calvin’s semester in Ghana 
i s  l i kely to change fol low-
ing a push by the University 
of Ghana to standardize al l 
international programs.

Calvin’s semester has existed 
as one of only two stand-alone 
programs at the University of 
Ghana since 1999. Recent chang-
es to regulations at the university 
state that all students must enroll 
in their classes and visiting pro-
fessors must also teach classes to 
Ghanaian students.

According to Hayley Cox, a 
Calvin senior who participated in 
the Ghana semester in fall 2012, 
there has been recent conflict be-
cause the university wants Calvin 
students to directly enroll in 
their classes.

Calvin students travel through-
out the semester and are as-
signed to internships with local 
non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) for three weeks at a time. 
This makes scheduling university 
classes problematic.

Potential changes coming to Semester in Ghana

BY SIERRA SAVELA
Staff Writer

It’s the age-old question: what 
would you do with a million dol-
lars? Maybe you would travel the 
world or buy a jet pack. But if 
you were the Knights Investment 
Management club (KIM), you 
would invest it, because that mil-
lion dollars comes from Calvin 
and Calvin is your client.

The Calvin Endowment Fund 
gave KIM $1 million of Calvin’s 
money to invest as they see fit. 
Calvin acts as the club’s client 
and provides students with real 
investing experience.

Senior Miles Kuperus holds the 
title of Chief Operating Officer 
of KIM and shares the success of 
the club.

“I can’t really tell you the num-
ber but we’ve done well,” Kuperus 
said. “We’ve been successful since 
day one.”

KIM takes the money from 
the Calvin Endowment Fund and 
invests it in bonds, international 
funds and both large and small 
cap stocks. But students don’t have 
free reign; every decision is well-
informed and every investment is 
well-researched.

New club members are put 
through in-depth training ses-
sions and are provided with a 
15-page manual. They are split up 
into different sectors and become 

experts in a particular industry 
such as energy or health care. 
Investment decisions are made 
after groups do extensive research 
and make sales pitches to the en-
tire club who proceeds to vote on 
whether a company sounds worth 
investing in.

Investment decisions are not 
just made by one person. Club 
members need to approve of each 
investment and the club’s advi-
sor, business professor Leonard 
Van Drunen, has the final say. 
The group cannot make a trade 
or buy anything without Van 
Drunen’s approval. Van Drunen 
has worked in investment bank-
ing as a managing director with 
J.P. Morgan.

Kuperus stressed the purpose 
of the club is to educate students 
while also taking precautions 
to ensure sound investments 
are made.

“We really want to focus on the 
education aspect and also the risk 
allocation aspect,” Kuperus said. 
“So another side is that when we 
have a stock pitch it goes through 
a pre-screening process.”

The club makes thoroughly 
researched and well-informed 
decisions on what to do with their 
client’s money.

The club is mostly made up 
of business and engineering stu-
dents who are trained and given 
the opportunity to experience 
the world of stocks and bonds 

Calvin gives student org $1 million to invest in stocks, funds, bonds 

Semester in Ghana internships and excursions allowed Calvin students to interact with Ghanaians.
PHOTO BY HAYLEY COX

up close.
“Really our goal is to expand 

education of business students so 
the club exists to educate people,” 
Kuperus said.

The money is in a separate cus-
tody account stored at a different 
bank. Students do not have direct 
access to these funds and cannot 
take money out as they please.

“It’s also really important 
for us to emphasize that 
this is not a million dol-
lars that students are 
investing,” Kuperus said. 
“This is a market diversi-
fied program. So we have 
a lot of risk controls that 
we have in the fund ... 
what we really want to 
emphasize is that it’s an 
education system that 
we’ve developed that 
really presents a great 
opportunity for a resume 
builder and for the stu-
dents’ knowledge.”

Calvin’s recent finan-
cial crisis did not affect 
the club. Calvin con-
tinued to allow KIM to 
invest the funds.

“The way that our club 
is set up is that we try to 
run it like a real firm,” 
Kuperus said. “We treat 
Calvin College as our 
client ... because they 
are our client. We were 
never really concerned 

[about Calvin’s financial crisis] 
because we are totally separated 
from that whole situation. The 
only reason we would lose money 
is if we didn’t do our job. We are 
completely confident we are do-
ing our job correctly as defined 
by Calvin College.”

KIM meets once a week, with 
meetings consisting of research 
sessions or stock pitches. Kuperus 

said the club is passionate about 
educating students and doing 
what is best for their client is “one 
of our top priorities as a club.”

“Since Calvin College is be-
ing so gracious in giving us this 
money to manage,” Kuperus 
said, “it’s our duty to create a 
good return for Calvin College 
so we want to do that in the safest 
way possible.”

Leonard Van Drunen, KIM advisor and business professor, was a former 
managing director for investment banking at J.P. Morgan.

PHOTO BY KARL BRATT

According to CAS professor 
Sarah Sandberg, the current pro-
gram director in Ghana, these 
internships and excursions are a 
big draw for students wanting to 
participate in the semester.

Current internships include 
speech pathology, documentary 
film, international development, 
psychology, women’s and gender 
studies, strategic communication, 
environmental science, education 
and childcare, healthcare and 
theatre for development.

“We do not want to lose these 
strengths,” Sandberg said, “but if 
we wish to stay working with the 
University of Ghana, we must 
comply with their new regula-
tions where students take at least 
two courses from the university as 
direct enroll and then we can still 
offer our own courses as well.”

According to Cox, there is con-
cern about the quality of classes 
the University of Ghana offers.

“Calvin students noticed that 
professors and students [at the 
university] didn’t always show 
up for class,” Cox said. “We 
wondered if it would give the 
same quality of education we 

BY ALDEN HARTOPO AND
CONNOR STERCHI

Campus News Editors

Brian Ful ler, professor of 
media production at Calvin 
College, was placed on leave 
effective Monday, Nov. 11. The 
communications arts and sci-
ences (CAS) department noti-
f ied students via email about 
the situation.

Mark Williams, dean for the 
arts, languages and education, 
declined to comment about Fuller 
and the general process for plac-
ing a professor on leave.

The CAS department chairs, 
professors Kathi Groenendyk 
and Randall Bytwerk, wrote 
to students, informing them 
that ef for ts were beingmade 
to assure a smooth transition 
between instructors.

“We realize that this situation 
with Professor Fuller may be con-
fusing and concerning to you,” 
the email read. “We assure you 
that we intend to work with you 
to support you as you complete 
the requirements of your major 
and provide you with recom-
mendations and support in your 
future endeavors.”

Fuller’s leave was effective 
immediately, but it is important 
to note that he has not been 
dismissed or fired; he is still on 
Calvin’s staff, Bytwerk said.

However, his information has 
since been removed from Calvin’s 
people  sea rch f u nc t ion on 
the website.

While Fuller is on leave, Calvin 
policy prohibits student-professor 
communications.

“Under the condit ions of 
Professor Fuller’s leave, Professor 
Fuller has been asked not to 
contact students: we ask that stu-
dents also not contact him,” the 
email read.

When Chimes attempted to 
reach Professor Fuller via his 
Calvin email we received an au-
tomated response stating, “I am 
not available to read or respond 
to email.”

T he  e m a i l  a l s o  e nc ou r -
aged current students to voice 
opinions and reactions about 
the recent developments of 
Fuller’s leave.

“We value open communi-

cation with our students,” 
stated the email. “We en-
courage you to ta lk with 
either of us co-chairs with 
any reactions you may have 
to your relat ionship with 
Professor Fuller.”

Fuller’s Introduction to 
Digital Filmmaking (CAS 
190) was taken over by Jim 
Korf, former Calvin professor 
of theatre and currently a pro-
fessor at Hope College.

Professor Ful ler began 
teaching at Calvin College 
in 2005 with his academic/
research interests stated on 
the website as “documenta-
ry and experimental f i lm-
making; audio production 
and post-production; multi-
camera studio production; 
holistic pedagogy in media 
production; liturgical multi-
media technology.” In 1992 his 
work “Falloff” was awarded 
with an Emmy.

Future developments will be 
posted as Chimes learns more 
about the situation.

were used to.”
According to Don De Graaf, 

Calvin’s director of off-campus 
programs, there have been a num-
ber of people who have confirmed 
that Calvin is committed to mak-
ing a program in Ghana work.

“We have some wonderful 
partners in Ghana,” De Graaf 
said, “so we have to figure out 
what makes sense in terms of 
staying there. We met with the 
university and partners to discuss 
way in which we can make the 
partnership work.”

Sandberg agrees there is a lot 
of value in having a presence 
in Ghana.

“It is incredibly important that 
[the West] develops an Africa-
consciousness,” Sandberg said. 
“Calvin has been dedicated to 
this in many ways, the semester 
program being the most sustained 
endeavor at building this Africa-
consciousness.”

According to De Graaf, Calvin 
understands what the University 
of Ghana is trying to do, but 
would like to be able to main-
tain the most valuable assets the 
Calvin program has to offer.

O ne  m ajo r  p r ob le m t he 
University of Ghana wishes to 
change is the lack of integration 
between Ghanaian and interna-
tional students at the university.

Cox agrees this is an issue.
“This year students had a 

home-stay option,” Cox said, “but 
when I was there we stayed in a 
hostel and didn’t have Ghanaian 
roommates. You had to be very 
intentional about meeting local 
people. There was a definite sense 
of separation.”

De Graaf said this is something 
Calvin would like to strive for 
as well.

Calvin is currently consider-
ing options to move the semester 
from the fall to the spring semes-
ter to allow the program more 
leeway with scheduling.

“Our first choice is probably to 
stay at the university,” De Graaf 
said. “There are some challenges 
that we have to look at but we 
are hopeful.”

The University of Ghana now 
has nearly 24,000 students and is 
located about seven miles north of 
the center of Accra.

The semester will remain the 
same next year and all future 
changes will be made for the 
2015-2016 school year.

Professor placed on leave
Prof remains on faculty despite effective leave
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This is a race against time for Kevin and Kyle and all the 
other children suffering from Duchenne.

Kyle Smith, “Duchenne”

BY ANGELYN GROENBOOM
Staff Writer

Do you find yourself looking 
for a distraction from the endless 
studying and stress that comes 
along with the end of the semes-
ter? Look no further than our 
own city, Grand Rapids.

Grand Rapids offers a wide 
variety of holiday activities that 
appeal to every taste. These 
ac t iv it ies range f rom hol i-
day concerts and exhibits to 
outdoor activities.

One of the most popular out-
door activities is ice-skating. 
Rosa Parks Circle Ice Rink offers 
ice-skating in the heart of down-
town Grand Rapids.

Junior Alyssa Meyer com-
mented enthusiastically on her 
experience at Rosa Parks Circle 
Ice Rink.

“It's a great way to experi-
ence the downtown culture,” 
Meyer said.  “It's perfect for 
f loor dates because it's easy for 
everyone to get involved and it 
isn't expensive.”

Junior Josh Jacka also re-
flected on his experience at Rosa 
Parks Circle Ice Rink. Last year, 
his dorm f loor went on a f loor 
date to the rink.

“It is a place where you can get 
away from campus and enjoy a 
great night,” Jacka said.

He went on to describe his 
most memorable experience at 

the rink.
“The coolest par t was go-

ing there late one night after 
it snowed,” Jacka said. “No 
one was there, and the ice was 
snow covered.”

Jacka also mentioned Rosa 
Parks Circle Ice rink as an ideal 
place for both seasoned skaters 
and less gifted skaters.

The rink will open Dec. 5 
in conjunction with the Grand 
Rapids Art Museum’s annual tree 
lighting ceremony.

Other popular outdoor activi-
ties include snow skiing and snow 
tubing. Cannonsburg Ski Area 
and Bittersweet Ski Resort are 
popular skiing sites in the area.

Those who are looking to try 
snow tubing can visit Pando Winter 
Sports Park.

Junior Sandra Ouwinga has 
visited Pando Winter Sports Park 
in the past, and she appreciated its 
lighthearted atmosphere.

“I think Pando is fun for peo-
ple who aren't hardcore skiers 
or snowboarders,” Ouwinga 
said. “You don't need to have 
special equipment, and anyone 
can do it.”

In addition to the range of 
outdoor activities available in 
Grand Rapids, a variety of mu-
sical events will take place this 
holiday season.

The Grand Rapids Symphony 
is hosting two events, includ-
ing the Nestle Gerber Holiday 
Pops and the Fifth Third Cirque 

de Noel.
The Nestlé Gerber Holiday 

Pops, held Dec. 5, 6, 7 and 8, will 
feature traditional holiday favor-
ites, including a Christmas sing-
along and the Hallelujah Chorus.

The Fifth Third Cirque de 

Noel, held Dec. 17, 18 and 19, will 
feature Cirque de la Symphonie 
acrobats performing impres-
sive feats to classical holiday 
musical selections.

Freshman Hi l lary Glover 
h a s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  F i f t h 
Third Cirque de Noel in the 

past and was capt ivated by 
the performance.

“The music was amazing,” 
Glover said, “but then to make 
it even better, there were acts of 
people contorting themselves, fly-
ing from trapezes, hanging from 

ropes and doing other incredible 
things I could never do. Quite 
mesmerizing to watch!”

Glover went on to comment on 
show’s uniqueness.

“What made it unique was the 
fact that Cirque de la Symphonie 
was up in front of the stage while 

the symphony was playing,” 
Glover said, “which made it no 
ordinary concert. It was a fun and 
festive twist to the Grand Rapids 
Symphony. It's a kind of show 
you don't have the opportunity to 
see everyday.”

Karen Mueller, vice president 
of marketing and public relations 
for the Grand Rapids Symphony, 
e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  s h o w ’ s 
distinctive nature.

“This event is unique primarily 
because of the live orchestra be-
hind the Cirque artists,” Mueller 
said. “Many other Cirque shows 
simply use pre-recorded music. 
The musicians add a new level of 
artistry to the show … It has re-
ally turned into a Grand Rapids 
holiday tradition.”

In addition to its array of holi-
day musical events, Grand Rapids 
offers special holiday exhibits.

One of  t hese  ex h ib i t s  i s 
the Frederik Meijer Gardens 
Christmas and Holiday Traditions 
Around the World. The exhibit 
features an impressive display of 
lights and Christmas trees from 
around the world.

Fif th Third Bal lpark also 
f e a t u r e s  a  l i g h t s  d i s p l ay. 
T he  Ni te  L i te s  C h r i s t m a s 
Display is Michigan’s largest 
Christmas light show, which 
features approximately one 
million lights.

These events and activities are 
only a sampling of what Grand 
Rapids has to offer this season. 

Rosa Parks Circle is a popular winter destination for students. 
PHOTO BY DEVAN  VANDER KOOY

Grand Rapids offers wide variety of winter events

BY BEN RIETEMA
On-Call Writer 

Imagine someone trying to 
scrape together enough money 
for rent. 

Imagine someone having to 
come to Mel Trotter Ministries, 
a  G r a nd  R ap id s  m i n i s t r y 
for  t he homeless  and hun-
g r y,  a nd  s t ay i n g  i n  t he i r 
homeless shelter. 

Imagine that person is a Grand 
Rapids Community Col lege 
(GRCC) student.

“Last winter, we had close 
to 12 GRCC students at one 
time staying in our shelter,” said 
Cindy Longyne, communica-
tion manager of Mel Trotter 
M i n i s t r ie s ,  “a nd t ha t  wa s 
because they didn’t have enough 
money to pay their rent.”

Longyne said that the av-
erage homeless individual is 
changing from the typical vet-
eran homeless man to a younger 
college-aged person.

“ T he  f a c e  o f  ho me le s s -
ness is changing,” Longyne 
said. “Before it used to be the 
ve t e r a n  w h o’s  i n  h i s  5 0 s 
and 60s and doesn’t have a 
place to go.”

“There are a lot of services 
for veterans in Grand Rapids. 
We a re  see i ng  t he  face  of 
homele s sness  become way 
younger because of housing costs 
or parents who can’t keep their kids 
when they’re 18 or 20 years 
old now. There’s not as many 
se r v ices  for  t hat  awk wa rd 
a g e  b e t we e n  18  a n d  2 5,”
said Longyne.

Stuart Ray, executive direc-
tor of Guiding Light Mission, 
said youth homelessness stems 
from poorer families and the 
rising cost of education, among 
other matters.

“There are a number of on-
going social safety net issues,” 
Ray said. “You look at ongoing 
breakdown of families, the cost 
of education, even an adequate 

return on your investment in 
your degree choice.”

Longyne said that not only 
is college-aged homeless are 
increasing, but the proportion 
of homeless families with 
young children is increasing 
as well.

“Last week, we had a lot of 
moms and children,” Longyne 
said. “There were 50 kids — el-
ementary and younger –– stay-
ing in the shelter.”

In response to the growing 
incidence of homeless families, 
Mel Trotter recently made a 
shelter where families can be 

housed together.
“ We  a r e  s t a r t i n g  a 

prog ram to a l low i ntac t 
homeless families to stay in 
our faci lity because, as of 
now,  i n  G r a nd  R a p id s , 
there is not a faci l ity that 
can hold an intact family,” 
Longyne said. 

“We’ve always had to split 
up the male and the female 
for security reasons. But now 
we changed some things in 
our facility to allow security to 
have a family stay togeth-
er because when you are 
going through something 
as tough as that [homeless-
ness], your family is your 
main unit.”

Longyne said the future 
of homelessness is uncer-
tain, but she was certain it 
was transforming. 

“We can’t predict what it 
will look like in the next couple 
of years,” Longyne said, “but 
it’s changing.”

There are a lot of ser-
vices for veterans. We 
are seeing the face of 
homelessness become 

way younger 

Homelessness changing in GR
City notices younger demographic 

BY CARISSA VANHAITSMA 
Staff Writer 

Many high school boys play 
golf and some may even play in 
a golf scramble. Not many high 
school boys start a golf scramble 
for charity.

Kyle Smith and Mike Friar 
were two high school boys at East 
Kentwood when they first started 
their annual golf scramble. It 
began as friends playing 
golf together and eventu-
ally became more serious. 
As more people became 
interested in signing up 
for Smith and Friar’s golf 
scramble, they began to 
choose different charities 
for the golf scramble to 
support. These charities 
included Paws for a Cause 
and the Women’s Shelter 
in Grand Rapids. 

The golf scramble be-
came a more serious and 
important fundraiser when 
Mike and DeAnne Friar’s 
son, Kevin, was diagnosed with 
Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy. 
When Kevin was diagnosed, 
they were already pregnant with 
their second son. Kyle was born 
months later and was also diag-
nosed with Duchenne.

D u c h e n n e  M u s c u l a r 
Dystrophy is a disease that affects 
children, primarily boys. The dis-
ease often causes the children to 
lose their ability to walk between 
ages nine and 14. By high school, 
these children often use breathing 
machines. Children living with 
Duchenne often do not live past 
age 18.

After the Friars’ sons were di-
agnosed with Duchenne, the golf 
scramble began to raise funds for 
the Parent Project for Muscular 
Dystrophy (PPMD). Friar and 
Smith started to brainstorm other 
fundraising options, and Smith 
remembered a .1k he attended in 
Buffalo, N.Y. 

Smith approached Gar r y 

Boyd, one of the people who runs 
Hopcat, a Grand Rapids bar, and 
asked him to sponsor the GR .1k.

“I approached Garry,” Smith 
said, “and he loved the idea. He 
immediately said, ‘We’re in.’” 

Three years ago, the first GR 
.1k was held in Grand Rapids. Six 
hundred people came to the event, 
more than Smith or Friar ex-
pected. The event was sponsored 
by many of the bars on Ionia. 
This year, around 1,100 people 

attended the .1k, and the sponsors 
included Hopcat, McFadden’s, 
Stella’s, Vitale’s and the Grand 
Rapids Brewing Company. 

The GR .1k is a race centered 
around fun. The race began at 
the intersection of Oakes and 
Ionia streets and ended around 
the Grand Rapids Brewing 
Company. Many people came to 
the race dressed in fun costumes, 
including a nun, Santa Claus and 
a few women in tutus. 

This year, the GR .1k raised 
about $35,000. This money came 
from the registration fee for par-
ticipating in the event and from 
some of the sales at the restau-
rants and bars. This money goes 
to PPMD, whose goals include 
education, advocacy, research 
and care for those diagnosed 
with Duchenne. 

Smith spoke about the cost 
effectiveness and other benefits 
of the race. 

“The cool thing is that I can 

raise as much money as a regular 
race, with not nearly as much ef-
fort,” Smith said. “The bars on 
the street wanted to be involved 
with the charity, and the only 
requirement was that they offer 
a $1 draft.”

Smith also mentioned the 
length of race as a benefit when 
planning the GR .1k.

“Everyone can run this race,” 
Smith said. “That’s the beauty of 
it. Our hope is that people have 

fun and that we have 
good weather. No one 
trains for the race, and 
we get half of our sign-
ups right before the race 
starts. Another benefit 
is that some of the kids 
with Duchenne can still 
run a .1k, so it’s cool that 
they get to participate.”

This year, both Kevin 
and Kyle Friar attended 
the GR .1k, and were 
able to race alongside the 
rest of the participants. 
Besides Kevin and Kyle, 
seven children suffering 

from Duchenne were able to at-
tend the race. This put a face to 
the cause that everyone was there 
to support. 

Beth Perry, who has lived in 
Grand Rapids her entire life, at-
tended the race for the third time 
this year. She said she enjoyed 
participating in the race.

“Besides the event being lots of 
fun,” Perry said, “I want to help 
families who are dealing with 
this disease. I pray that they find 
a cure!”

Overall, many participants in 
the race had a fun time going to 
the bars on Ionia and socializing 
with other racers. The costumes 
were funny, and the beer and food 
was cheap. However, the race was 
made more significant by the im-
portant cause it was supporting. 

“The stakes are pretty high,” 
Smith said. “This is a race against 
time for Kevin and Kyle and 
all the other children suffering 
from Duchenne.”

GR holds .1k to fight against Duchenne
The event raised $35,000 to help those with muscular dystrophy

About 1,100 people ran in the race this year.
PHOTO BY CARISSA VANHAITSMA 
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In one service, there would be people from Hungary, Iraq, the United States, 

Ireland, Scotland, the Congo, the Netherlands and Germany.

Kellan Day,  “Common faith unites”

R o c h a  s a i d  h e  d e s p e r -
ately wants to go back to the 
Philippines and offer his support, 
but  he  i s  u nable  to  go for 
financial reasons.

“A l l  I  can do i s  hope in 
God and in what he can do,” 
Rocha said.  

Despite the despair that of-
ten follows a typhoon in the 
Philippines, Kurt Delos Trino, 

originally from Makati, 
Nor thern Phi l ippines, 
wanted students to know 
that the Philippines are not 
simply the helpless country 
often seen in the news.

“We’re strong people,” 
Trino said. “Every year 
we have storms, but we’re 
always helping each oth-
er out. Family by blood 
o r  no t ,  we  t r e a t  you 
as family.”

Holwerda echoed this 
sentiment.

“[ T he  P h i l ip p i ne s] 
needs economic help,” she 
said, “but there is much 
more to the Philippines 
despite the destruction.” 

“The Philippine spir-
it does not drown,” said 
one prayer leader during 
the service.

But for students connect-
ed with the Philippines, 
such expressions of hope 
d o  not  c u r b  t he  s a d -
ness. Though Acosta’s 
f a m i l y  w a s  n o t  i n -

jured by the storm, she st i l l 
m o u r n s  t h e  t r a g e d y  o f 
the disaster.

“My heart is crying for my 
people,” she said.

Typhoon devastates Philippines
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

 There is not much we can do 
except pray.”

 Choi said the devastation of 
a typhoon is something many 
students cannot understand. 

“People who haven’t gone 
through [a typhoon] have no 
idea how bad it is,” Choi said. 
They might think, this many 

people died and then, that’s it 
… Many people are worrying, 
but at the same time, they don’t 
know what it’s like.”

J.D. Rocha, a junior who 

was born and raised in the 
Phi l ippines, has c lose con-
nec t ions  to  Tac loba n,  a nd 
he was clearly shaken up by 
the disaster.

“A fe w f r i e nd s  o f  m i ne 
a re  s t i l l  look i ng  fo r  t he i r 
family,” Rocha said. “[Another] 
friend of mine is trying to get his 
family out of Tacloban.”

Rocha transferred to Calvin 

f rom the Universit y of  the 
Philippines and his siblings still 
live in Luzon, a northern part of 
the Philippines less affected by 
the storm.

Students from The Philippines mourn disaster in their home country. 
PHOTO COURTESY SUZIE CHOI

BY JOHN MICHAEL LASALLE
Staff Writer

Before studying abroad in 
Hungary, many students en-
visioned themselves being im-
mersed in local religious cul-
ture. However, upon arrival in 
Budapest, many students did not 
find this a feasible option.

They attended international 
churches instead, for a simple 
reason: they could not learn 
Hungar ian before the t r ip. 
Therefore, their church experi-
ence was shaped by English lan-
guage churches — an experience 
that, although different than ex-
pected, impacted many students’ 
present views on church.

According to the U.S. em-
bassy in Budapest, there are 13 
churches with services in English, 
representing most major divisions 
within Christianity, as well as 
two synagogues.

Hungary is a predominantly 
secular country. Only 21 percent 
of adults claim to attend religious 
services weekly according to the 
World Values Survey. Despite 
this, many still identify with a 
religious denomination. Just 
less than 40 percent identified as 
Catholic in the 2011 census. 

The Reformed and Lutheran 
c h u r c h e s  c o m p r i s e  1 4 
percent, and 18 percent identified 
as secular. 

Sarah Sherman, a recent 
Ca lv i n g raduate,  re f lec ted 
this reality.

“ Ho n e s t l y,  mo s t  o f  t h e 
Christians I met in Hungary were 
internationals,” Sherman said.

Katie Barkley, another recent 
graduate says there was a strong 
sense of community among 
the Hungarian Christians she 
did meet. 

Common faith unites internationals in Hungary
“They all knew each other well 

and cared for one another.”
One church popular with 

Calvin students is St. Columba’s 
Scottish Presbyterian Church. 
Senior Kellan Day character-
ized it as “incredibly 
diverse.”

“[This was] one 
of  the main rea-
sons I was drawn 
to it,” Day said. “In 
one service, there 
wou ld be people 
f r o m  H u n g a r y, 
I raq,  t he United 
S t a t e s ,  I r e l a n d , 
Scotland, the Congo, 
t he  Ne t he r l a nd s 
and Germany.”

A  c o n s i s t e n t 
theme in student 
ref lections was is 
the sense of unity 
provided by interna-
tional churches. Erin 
Smith described her 
experience at Sacred 
Heart, a Catholic 
Church in Budapest.  

“It  was d i f fe r-
ent because people 
came from all dif-
fe rent count r ies. 
Also, it was the only 
English-speaking 
Catholic church in 
Budapest, so all of 
Budapest’s English-
speaking Catholics were there. 
There were no divisions between 
parishes — even among the more 
fragmented protestants.” 

Others were able to find a more 
domestic experience. Barkley 
at tended a bi l ingual service 
at Golgota, Budapest, which 
is aff iliated with the Calvary 
Chapel fellowship of churches. 
Golgota had a predominantly 
Hungarian congregation, and 

Claiborne supports fund mocking Driscoll

BY ERIN SMITH
Staff Writer

On Nov. 5, Shane Claiborne, 
an activist and author, posted 
a picture to his Facebook page 
which described his friends’ inten-
tions to form the “Mark Driscoll 
Foundation Fund for Women 
in Ministry.” 

The fund was proposed as a 
reaction to Mark Driscoll’s re-
cent Act Like Men conference. 
Driscoll, author and pastor of 
Mars Hill Church in Seattle, 
Wash., teaches that women play 
a much different role in church 
ministry than men. However, 
C l a i b o r ne  d i s a g r e e s  w i t h 
Driscoll’s position on women in 
the church. 

D r i s c o l l ’s  o f f i c i a l  we b -
site cites being “a man” as the 
f i r s t  “ Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r 
Elders/Pastors.” 

He has received criticism re-
garding possible sexism from 
several Patheos.com bloggers 
for a 2012 interview with British 
radio host ,  Just in Br ierley, 
fo r  h i s  v ie ws  on  “Wome n 
in Leadership.”Students dis-
c uss i ng t he pos t  at  Ca lv i n 
have pointed out the irony of his 
picture’s caption.

“I appreciate the satire,” said 
senior Katie Van Zanen, “I think 
it was a clever joke.”

“[Claiborne] takes ministry 
seriously,” said senior Catherine 
Kramer, “but he’s not afraid to 
make jokes.”

H o w e v e r ,  s t u d e n t s 
questioned Claiborne’s post, 
wondering if the announce
ment of the “Foundation” 
was justified.

“ I  t ho u g ht  i t  w a s  h i -
larious,” said senior Anna 
Geurkink, “but I didn’t know 
if it was an appropriate use
of sarcasm.”

“I think it’s funny. I don’t 
know if it’s fair,” said senior 
Rebecca Broekhuis.

In addition to question-
ing the fairness of the post, 
students were unsure about its 
possible effectiveness.

“Sometimes when you make 
a joke of something it’s just a 
way of not dealing with it,” 
said Van Zanen.

Public commentary has 
echoed Van Zanen’s sentiment, 
with one blogger from DePaul 
University commenting that 
“[the post] will probably be-
come another joke at Mars 
Hill,” the church at which 
Driscoll is a pastor.

Conversations among stu-
dents suggest that they think 
Driscoll’s comments are a topic 
that should be addressed.

“[ T he pos t]  w i l l  ra i se 
awareness on the topic,” 
s a id  K r a me r.  “ I f  s ome -
o n e  d o e s n’ t  k n o w  w h o 
Mark Driscoll is, but they 
see this, and they’re l ike, 
‘Oh,  what ’s  t ha t ? ’,  t hey
might go and lookhim up and 
learn more about the things 
he’s said.”

she  s a id  t h i s  m a d e  c om mu-
nication challenging. 

“Though some of them spoke 
English,” Barkley said, “I don’t 
think they knew I only spoke English 
and couldn’t converse with them 

in Hungarian.”
She characterized the Hungarians 

in the congregation as having a 
strong sense of community, and 
despite the communication bar-
riers, she was impacted by being 
accepted into a predominantly 
Hungarian church.

“I gained a greater understand-
ing and appreciation for diversity 
within a church,” Barkley said. “I 
also learned more about welcoming, 

appreciating and embracing 
those with cultural differences 
within the church.”

Sherman emphasized that 
her time in Hungary was for-
mative and left lasting changes. 

“ My t i me  i n  Hu n g a r y 
changed my whole not ion 
and thought process about 
the church,” she said. “I came 
home ready to explore differ-
ent churches in Grand Rapids 
instead of continuing to attend 
the one I had begun to feel too 
comfortable in.”

Day also agreed that her time 
in Hungary shaped her reflec-
tions on church.

Mock fund proposed

“Ever since at tending St. 
Columba’s, I decided that I need-
ed to attend a higher liturgi-
cal service; I now attend Grace 
Episcopal (in Grand Rapids) as a 
direct result of my experience in 

Hungary. It was in 
Hungary, also, that 
I realized how I was 
incredibly thankful 
for the catholicity 
and universality of 
the church, seen 
most evidently in the 
liturgical calendar 
and lectionary.”

A st rong sense 
of  nosta lg ia was 
evident in Smith’s 
r e f l e c t i o n  o n 
Hungary’s impact.

“Honestly, I liked 
that church better 
than the church I go 
to here. Also, after 
having to take over 
an hour of public 
transport to get to 
church in the morn-
i n g ,  I  a m mu c h 
more committed to 
get t ing to church 
each week!”

Sherman said that 
her church experi-
ence in Hungary has 
formed her experi-
ence at her present 
church.

“I’ve since become part of a 
much different congregation 
in Grand Rapids,” Sherman 
said, “one where I have had 
conversations with my pastor 
and where I see the church 
r e a c h i n g  d i r e c t ly  i n to  i t s 
i m me d i a t e  c om mu n i t y.  I t 
doesn’t look a whole lot like St. 
Columba’s, but I feel like I got 
there through my experience of 
church in Hungary.”

Students studying in Budapest learn from truly international worship and community. 
PHOTO COURTESY KELLAN DAY

Calvin students reflect on church experience during study abroad semester in Budapest
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PROJECT
NEIGHBORHOOD

“I live in Project Neighborhood.” Often this sentence is greeted with a look of 
recognition, but not understanding. Project Neighborhood is one of those Calvin 
programs that most people have heard of, but don’t know much about. Here are the 
basics: Project Neighborhood is a Calvin-sponsored off-campus housing option for 
upperclassmen who are interested in living in an intentional Christian community. 
On a practical level, this means committing to making time for both the internal 
and external community through Bible study, organized dinners, house meetings 
and service in the community. The houses also have mentors who serve as leaders 
and facilitators. Learn more about each house below, and read about the experi-
ences of those who live or have lived there.

PENIEL

TRAVIS

FULLER

KOINONIA

HARAMBEE

NIZHONI
Number of students: 9
History: Koinonia was the first 
Project Neighborhood house, after 
it was purchased from Wedgewood 
Christian Services in 1998.
What students say: “Living in 
Koinonia last year challenged me 
to grow in a lot of  ways.  It taught 
me how to live well with people 
who are very different from me, 
and it also gave me the chance to 
develop deep relationships with 
my housemates.What I enjoyed 
most, however, were the times 
when we would all get tired of  
studying and just goof  off  and 
laugh for minutes on end. Living 
in community has its challenges, 
but it can also be lots of  fun.” 
Anthony Meyer

Number of students: 6
History: Nizhoni is connected with 
Creston Christian Reformed Church. 
Students started living there in 2007.
What students say: “It is refreshing to 
live in a neighborhood of  mixed ages, 
ethnicities and classes, among people 
quite different from myself  who have 
become my dear friends. Creston Church 
invests in students deeply and the Nizho-
ni house has been a safe space for me 
to grow, learn, make mistakes and just 
be myself. The experience has shaped 
how I want to live the rest of  my life 
and has given me lessons no classroom 
could teach. After two years of  strug-
gling to find my place in Grand Rapids, 
I am grateful to call Creston home, and I 
don’t think I’ll be leaving anytime soon.” 
Linnea McLaughlin

Number of students: 6
History: The former parsonage of  First 
Christian Reformed Church, Harambee has 
been a Project Neighborhood house since 
1999.
What students say: “Living in Harambee 
is the best because of  the people. Mike and 
Rachelle (our mentors) are fun and full of  
insight, and the other students in my house 
are amazing, thoughtful, just all-around 
great people. First CRC has also been a 
huge blessing. They have been extremely 
welcoming and inclusive toward us.  We 
feel very at home there. Also, we get baked 
goods almost every week from them — 
it’s amazing! Overall, I’ve really enjoyed 
getting to know the people in my house 
as well as others in the community. It’s 
definitely a different atmosphere than the 
dorms, but I think it has been a good differ-
ence for me. I’ve learned to live in a more 
selfless, loving, encouraging way and try 
take make deep, genuine relationships with 
my house and those in our community.” 
Liza Gunnink

Number of students: 6
History: The Travis house was donated by Gordon Food Service 
in 2009. 
What students say: “The Creston neighborhood is fabulous! I fell 
in love with it almost immediately upon moving there. It is home to 
so many beautiful, committed people working hard to make it a great 
place to live. They’re finding a variety of  creative ways to love their 
neighbors, and getting to know them was an enormous gift. Their 
stories came from perspectives which were new and inspiring to me 
and challenged me to look at life a little differently. It was a joy to call 
Creston home and to be accepted as neighbors there even though we 
were college students committed just to one year in the house. Our 
neighbors bravely got to know us anyway, and we learned from each 
other.” Leah Hoogstra

Number of students: 5
History: This is the first year of  the Fuller 
House as a part of  Project Neighborhood. 
It formerly served as the parsonage of  
Fuller Avenue Christian Reformed Church.
What students say: “One thing that is 
different about living in a PN house versus 
any other off-campus house is that typically 

the PN houses share 
food on a common 
grocery budget. 
We don’t eat meals 
together every night, 
but that enables us 
to grab any ingre-
dients and cook a 
meal for the two or 
three people who 
are around at dinner 
time and that way 
share a meal together 
rather than not.  That 
just doesn’t seem to 
happen in most col-
lege houses. It gives 
you more freedom 
to be hospitable with 
your housemates 
and friends who 
come over, because it 
expands your options 
beyond the mea-
ger fixing a college 
student might have 
around given their 
limited budget.” 

          Ellie Price

Number of students: 5
History: Eastern Avenue Christian Reformed 
Church donated their former parsonage to become 
a Project Neighborhood house in 2001. 
What students say: “Since we only had several 
months to live in this community, it was difficult 
to know if  we would make any difference in our 
neighborhood, but I have come to accept that liv-
ing in a community like this is about learning how 
to live intentionally much more than affecting the 
neighborhood here and now.  Peniel has been the 
first step on a journey of  a life lived intentionally 
for God and his kingdom.” Mitch Vanderzee

425 Eastern Ave SE

1241 Fuller Ave

656 Bates St SE 232 Travis St NE

1230 Lake Dr SE1335 Buffalo Ave NE

PHOTO COURTESY LIZA GUNNINK

PHOTO COURTESY CALVIN.EDU

Harambee house members Lauren DeGroot, Kathryn Deacon, Lyndsay 
DeGroot, Liza Gunnink, Gabe LePage and Evans Lodge.

The Peniel house, near the corner of Eastern and Wealthy, has a community garden.
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”     Nick Keeley,  “All is Lost”

A performance full of intense physicality and subtle nuances, 
Redford’s work in the film is the best of his storied career.

BY NICK KEELEY
Arts and Entertainment Editor

Somewhere in the Indian 
Ocean, an old mariner (Robert 
Redford) wakes up to discover a 
hole in his boat. We know noth-
ing about this man — his name, 
his past and why he’s sailing a 
boat in the Indian Ocean are all a 
mystery. What starts as having to 
fix a hole in a boat gradually leads 
to dealing with a relentless force 
of severe storms and troubles that 
puts the man in a fight  for his life.

The old mariner’s quest to 
survive the dangerous hurdles na-
ture throws at him makes up the 
beautifully simple story of “All 
Is Lost,” writer and director J.C. 
Chandor’s excellent follow-up to 
his Academy Award-nominated 
2011 hit “Margin Call.” While 
“Margin Call” was a dialogue-
heavy look at the eve of the fi-
nancial meltdown in 2008, “All Is 
Lost” does something completely 
different. With the exception 
of a voice-over that opens the 
film, the occasional plea for help 
and a well-placed bit of profan-
ity, Chandor’s film features no 
dialogue, instead relying on the 
actions of the mariner and the 
film’s visuals to tell the story. 
The almost primitive nature of 
Chandor’s script is both smart 
and refreshing, allowing “All 
Is Lost” to showcase film as a 
predominantly visual medium.

The relative lack of dialogue in 
“All is Lost” additionally sets 
the film apart from other films in 
the survival genre, such as “127 
Hours,” “Cast Away” and this 
year’s “Gravity,” as well as films 

featuring only one character, like 
Ryan Reynolds’ “Buried.”

In addition to his sparse but 
intelligent script, Chandor makes 
“All Is Lost” the powerful film 

it is through his excellent and 
assured direction. Making just 
his second feature-length film, 
Chandor has proven that he has 
a strong eye for detail and a great 
understanding of how to infuse a 

film with tension. Particularly in 
the storm scenes, Chandor ratch-
ets up the tension with incred-
ibly authentic sound design and 
claustrophobic cinematography, 

BY SIERRA SAVELA
Staff Writer

These days, it seems like all the 
cable channels have the good dra-
mas while the commercial net-
works are constantly broadcast-
ing new, short-lived dramas that 
are full of cheesy dialogue and 
terrible character development. 
Good stories are thrown together 
with seemingly little thought, ru-
ining their chances of ever truly 
developing into good dramas. Do 
you remember “FlashForward” 
or “Terra Nova”? These shows 
had great storylines but seriously 
lacked good writing. This kind 
of show doesn’t last. We don’t 
have to watch these awful shows 
because we have the Internet and 
Netf lix through which we can 
watch good shows like “Breaking 
Bad” or “Game of Thrones.” 
It’s time for these networks to 
step up their game, but I’m get-
ting ahead of myself. Let me tell 
you about “Almost Human.” 
    The year is 2048 and technol-
ogy has evolved to an uncon-
tainable level and the crime rate 
has risen 400 percent. To deal 
with the astounding amount of 
crime, law enforcement decides 
to partner each police off icer 
with a combat model android. 
The setting is interesting enough 
to get viewership — it tickles 
our underlying fear of technol-
ogy being taken to the extreme. 
    Then we meet our protagonist 
Detective John Kennex, played by 
Karl Urban (“Star Trek”), who has 
recently awaken from a 17-month 
coma after being in an explosion 
during an ambush. He is missing 
parts of his memories from that 
day, but believes someone from 
his team tipped off the ambushing 
gang. Kennex turns to a doctor, 

who, using illegal methods, helps 
Kennex recall what happened. 
The memory loss aspect is a little 
cliche, but it is something that 
adds character to our protago-
nist. It’s something he is strug-
gling with and something he will 
work through during the season. 
    The delivery of the show is 
what bothers me. The show is full 
of one-liners and way too much 
foreshadowing. The exchanges 
between Kennex and Valerie 
(Minka Kelly) make it obvious 
that the two will fall for each other. 
   Kennex’s android partner, 
Dorian (Michael Ealy), is an 
older android model that has 
the capacity to feel and be, well, 
almost human. When the part-
ners first meet, they don’t get 
along. However, by the end of 
the first episode, the fighting 
between Kennex and Dorian has 
ceased, drastically cutting short 
what could have been a season-
long quarrel. Instead, the part-
ners are already strengthening 
their friendship, a development 
that happens much too quickly. 
Kennex is supposed to be this 
hard, unfriendly character that 
is so depressed that a psychiatrist 
recommended he never return to 
work. Despite this, he is making 
friends with the android he didn’t 
even want as a partner.

This may all sound harsh but 
I think the key to making a good 
drama is to take it slow. Characters 
and their various relationships 
can develop throughout the entire 
season — it doesn’t all need to be 
done in the pilot. The show has 
good action and can definitely be 
creepy and weird — I even gasped 
once or twice. If the show would 
just slow down and focus on the 
little things, it could be really 
fantastic. You can see it for your-
self Mondays at 8 p.m. on FOX. 
   

WEGE PRIZE
collaborating to solve wicked problems

$30,000
IN TOTAL CASH PRIZES

Kendall College of Art and Design, Ferris State University

The brightest collegiate minds in West Michigan  
are collaborating to solve a truly Wicked Problem.  
Will you be one of them? 

Wege Prize is a yearly transdisciplinary design 
competition that gives teams of five the chance to 
work collaboratively, use design thinking principles, 
and contend for $30,000 in total cash prizes, all 
while helping to show the world what the future of 
problem solving looks like.

Learn more about wicked problems and building your 
team at wegeprize.org
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allowing for the viewer to feel like 
they’re fighting to survive along-
side the old mariner. In addition 
to the storm scenes, Frank G. 
DeMarco and Peter Zuccarini’s 
cinematography does a great job 

of capturing the beauty of the sea, 
with underwater views of fish 
swimming around providing a 
brief reprieve from the film’s tense 
story. “All Is Lost” also features 

a musical score by Alex Ebert, 
the lead singer of Edward Sharpe 
and the Magnetic Zeros. Along 
with his excellent original song 
“Amen,” Ebert’s strong and at 
times subtle music complements 
the film wonderfully.

As great as Chandor’s craft-
ing of “All Is Lost” is, the film 
would not work without the mag-
nificent performance of Robert 
Redford as the old mariner. An 
icon in Hollywood for directing 
films like “Ordinary People” and 
“Quiz Show,” acting and found-
ing the Sundance Film Festival, 
Redford is tasked with carrying 
the film on his shoulders and 
making the viewer care for this 
man of whom they know nothing 
about, and he does so wonderful-
ly. A performance full of intense 
physicality and subtle nuances, 
Redford’s work in “All Is Lost” 
is the best of his storied career. 

Redford is wholly relatable as 
a man doing everything he can 
to survive amid terrible odds. 
Already an Academy Award 
winner for directing “Ordinary 
People” and a previous acting 
nominee in 1973 for “The Sting,” 
Redford should easily find him-
self in the running for an acting 
Oscar this awards season.

Anchored by an outstanding 
performance by Robert Redford 
and excellent direction by J.C. 
Chandor, “All Is Lost” is sto-
rytelling at its finest and a true 
testament to the power of cinema. 

FILE PHOTO

Robert Redford impresses in outstanding ‘All Is Lost’

Sci-fi series disappoints

Survival drama from director J.C. Chandor features stunning visuals and is nearly dialogue-free

‘Almost Human’ airs Mondays on Fox
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c a m p u s  s a f e t y  r e p o r t
11/13/2013 
Campus safety took a report of a larceny of an un-
locked bicycle from the bike rack outside of Huizenga 
Hall. The student subsequently located and recovered 
the bicycle near the Science Building. It was unknown 
who moved the bicycle.

11/17/2013 
Campus safety employees responded to a fire alarm in 
Noordewier-VanderWerp residence hall. By the time 
officers arrived on scene, the fire in a light fixture on 
first Noordewier had been extinguished by a residence 
life employee. The Grand Rapids Fire Department 
responded and confirmed the fire was completely 
extinguished.

11/17/2013 
A campus safety employee found a vehicle in the 
Kalsbeek-Huizenga-vanReken parking lot (lot 8) that 
appeared to have been tampered with. While inves-
tigating the vehicle’s condition, the officer observed 
parking tickets on the windshield. The officer was able 
to determine the tickets came from another vehicle. 
The officer located the vehicle in another location in 
the lot. Video surveillance was used to confirm that 
students had removed the tickets from one vehicle and 
placed them on the other. The student who owned the 
unregistered vehicle was identified, contacted and ad-
vised they needed to take responsibility for the tickets 
along with obtaining a parking permit.
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It’s all a matter of us being willing to take a risk in the 
middle of the race and go for something great.

Josh Ferguson,  “XC on to Nationals”

BY BRIAN EXNER
Staff Writer

Vol l e y b a l l  a d v a n c e d  t o 
NCAA Division III nationals 
this weekend as they won the 
regional tournament. A three set 
sweep and two five set thrillers 
kept Knight Nation on their toes, 
but a resilient Calvin squad was 
able to pull through.

In the first matchup against 
Penn State-Behrend, the Knights 
were able to keep the tempo 
u p  b y  p a s s i n g  a n d  s e r v -
ing well. The Knights took a 
big lead early on as senior Elise 
Biesboer found hersel f in a 
routine for 18 straight Calvin 
points. “I say the same thing 
to myself every time I serve; 
I just focus on put t ing that 
one in.”

Calvin went on to win in 
three sets, 25-4, 25-15, 25-8. 
The K nights f in i shed with 
10 service aces: senior Megan 
Rietema with four, senior Kristi 
Zietse and Biesboer followed with 
three and two respectively.

Mount Union came to the 
V a n  N o o r d  h o p i n g  t o 
avenge a loss earl ier in the 
season to Calvin. The Knights 
were forced to play f ive sets, 
winning the f i rst and thi rd 
by scores of 25-11 and 25-20, 
but  los i ng  t he  second a nd 
fourth sets both by a score of 
25-23. Calvin was able to force 
eight attacking errors in the fifth 
set to earn the victory 15-8.

T h e  K n i g h t s  h a d  6 6 
k i l ls against Mount Union. 
Twe nt y- fou r  of  t hese  k i l l s 
came from sophomore Maggie 
Kamp as she set a new per-
sonal match high, and 11 came 
from Rietema as she earned 
her first collegiate triple-dou-

ble adding on 46 assists and 
16 digs.

Juniors Emily Crowe and 
El l ie Diepersloot a l so pro -
v i d e d  d o u b l e  d i g i t  k i l l s 
fo r  t he  K n i g h t s ,  c o m b i n -
ing for 21. Diepersloot found 
it  helpf u l  to be cha l lenged 
by a good team. “They were 
r e l e n t l e s s  a n d  I  t h i n k 
t h a t  h e l p e d  u s  f o c u s  o n 
each hit.” Crowe added in-
sight to the team’s response 
of facing a tough team, say-
i n g ,  “ Ev e n  i f  t h e  p o i n t s 
were n’t  goi ng ou r  way we 
were resilient.”

M e e t i n g  W i t t e n b e r g 
for  t he fou r t h consec ut ive 
y e a r ,  t h e  K n i g h t s  f o u n d 
thei r way to v ic tor y in an-
other f ive set match. Calvin 
fo u nd  t he m s e lve s  up  t wo 
s e t s  a f t e r  w i n n i n g  2 5 -19 
and 25 -22,  but  Wit tenberg 
would not roll over. Pushing the 
score to the limits, the Tigers won 
the third and fourth sets 25-23 
and 26-24.

C a l v i n  w a s  r e a d y  f o r 
a f if th set, even though they 
hadn’t experienced many through-
out the season. The key for Zietse 
was to take it one point at a time. 
“Practicing that resilience and 
that constant push to finish the 
game... you can’t think beyond 
one point at a time.”

T e n  k i l l s ,  f i v e  f r o m 
Mag g ie Kamp, mig ht have 
been the push that they need-
e d .  T he  K n i g h t s  wo n  t he 
f if th set 15-9 to f inish as the 
G r e a t  L a k e s  R e g i o n a l 
Champions. Rietema and Zietse 
bot h added t hat  i t  i s  ve r y 
exciting for them to head to na-
tionals for the third time in the 
past four years.  The Knights 
return to action Thursday, Nov. 
21 at Hope’s DeVos Fieldhouse.

Knights on to Hope 
Calvin wins regionals and advances

BY ANDRE OTTE
Staff Writer

The women’s cross country 
team felt the need to take back the 
Great Lakes Regional title after 
giving it up to Hope last year. 
They did exactly that on Saturday 
at their home course scoring 54 
points, 50 ahead of second place 
Oberlin and 51 ahead of third 
place Hope. Freshman Cassie 
Vince, who led the team by win-
ning the individual title said, “We 
needed to get the regional back.  
This sets us up well for nationals 
next week.”

The women have been fa-
vored to win the regional all 
season long, and they showed 
that they were the best team on 
the course Saturday. Vince’s 
v ic tor y  wa s  backed up  by 
senior Nicole Michmerhuizen’s 
4th place finish. Kimby Penning, 
A lyssa Oram and Rebekah 
Folkema f inished 12th, 14th, 
and 27th to round out the top five. 
Sara Danner and Kate Ardinger 
were the f inal two f inishers 
for Calvin.

Coach Brian Diemer expressed 
his pride in the team after the 
race. “Oram showed how men-
tally tough she is by running well 
after hardly running all week 
due to injuring her foot, and it 
was huge for Nicole to get into a 
groove today. Cassie ran a wise, 
well-executed race. She took it 
when she knew that she had the 
advantage.” Vince made a move 
a little over halfway into the race 
that sealed her win. “I came out 
of the woods right in front of all of 
our fans and they gave me a lot of 

energy and confidence to make 
my move,” said Vince.

Ranked fifth in the nation, 
the Knights move on to the 
national meet on Nov. 23 in 
Hanover, Ind. They are look-
ing for a top four finish, which 
would put them on the po-
dium. “Moving forward there 
are a few things to work on,” 
said Diemer, “but things are 
looking good.”

The men’s team finished sec-
ond, 19 points behind Wabash. 
The top five for Calvin were 
Josh Ferguson, Zac Nowicki, 
Phillip Spitzer, Jeff Meitler and 
Sam Kerk, who all finished 
in the top 20 and within six 
seconds of each other. Sixth 
and seventh for the Knights 
were Steven Haagsma, who 
along with the top five received 
all-region honors, and Nate 
VanHaitsma.

The team was looking for 
their 18th straight regional 
title, but was beat by a good 
Wabash team who went into 
the meet tied with Calvin for 
first in the region.

“We got beat by a tough 
Wabash team. Hats off to them 
— they went out strong and we 
didn’t cover their pack soon 
enough to get back onto it,” 
said Diemer.   

The men also qualified for 
the national meet and hope to 
finish in the top 10. 

“The key is going to be 
making a move in the middle 
and sticking together,” said 
Ferguson. “It’s all a matter of 
us being willing to take a risk 
in the middle of the race and go 
for something great.”

BY JESS KOSTER
Sports Co-Editor

I f you have been to a big 
volleyball game or basketball 
game in the past few years, 
you wi l l not ice that Calvin 
has one man leading the student 
section, called Knight Nation, 
on a regular basis, making sure 
that the students are involved 
in the game. 

T h i s  i s  B e n  d eWa a l 
M a l e f y t ,  a  s e n i o r  f r o m 
Midland Park, N.J. He is a 
physical education major with 
a passion for sports. 

He started out at Eastern 
University in Pennsylvania 
before transferring to Calvin, 
where his brother and sister 
both attended. Leading the 
cheers was “just something that 
happened and we ran with it,” 
as he put it. 

“I remember sophomore 
yea r ;  t he re wasn’t  rea l ly 
anything going on. The stu-
dents would stand and every-
thing but nothing was really 
happening. I don’t want to say 
that I started it, but now ev-
eryone is just coming out and 
everyone is all together and we 
sound so much better now,” 
said Malefyt.

“Ever since Ben has been 
here,  I  have seen K night 
Nation not necessarily grow 
but just getting more involved 
in games and it’s really helped 
us out a lot,” commented senior 
Tyler Kruis, a three-year start-
ing center for the men’s bas-
ketba l l  team. Malef y t even 
brought Knight Nation over to 

the cross country regionals this 
past weekend.

It does have its benefits, says 
Malefyt. “I would say the best 
part is seeing kids who I wouldn’t 
normally think would come 
out and be rowdy and stuff like 
that just going all out. That’s 
the best part.”

But there have also been cheers 
that have not been as successful. 

“The f i rst t ime we played 
Hope this year, we were do-
ing ‘Tick, Tick, BOOM.’ The 
one sec t ion dec ided not to 
look at Jordan Daley when we 
were doing it so they went and 
were on the ‘boom’ and we were 

still on ‘tick tick.’ It was all out 
of sync and it looked bad and 
sounded bad. It was a disaster,” 
Malefyt said. 

He plans on leading Knight 
Nation through volleyball nation-
als this weekend and the upcom-
ing basketball season.

Leading the cheers does not 
usually have an effect on his 
booming deep voice. 

“The five set-ers are killers. 
My secret is just having a ton of 
Sprite — it really rejuvenates my 
throat. I don’t know how, but it 
does,” he said. “But Applebee’s 
makes a ton of money off me after 
days like that.”

Senior leads student section

Ben deWaal Malefyt has been leading Knight Nation for the past 
two years.
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XC on to Nationals
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What Calvin students will contribute to the church’s ongoing 
reflection on LGBTQ+ matters is bound to be significant.

Debra Reinstra, “LGBT feature”

From the
  Editor
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BY CASEY CARBONE
Guest Writer

A few weeks ago, there was 
an article titled “The Gospel at 
Calvin: A Call for Clarity.” At 
the end of the article, the author 
writes, “If your theology doesn’t 
allow you to be clear about the 
picture of the gospel I present-
ed, at least be clear about why 
you can’t be clear.” Therefore, 
out of respect, I want to offer 
my opinion.

In Scripture, there is one word 
that stands out as clear as day, 
apokatastasis. Apokatastasis is 
a Greek word, which refers to 
the restoration of all creation. 
The term itself is found in Peter’s 
speech in Acts 3:21 where he says, 
“[Jesus Christ] must remain in 
heaven until the time of universal 
reconciliation [apokatastasis] that 
God announced long ago through 
his holy prophets” (NRSV).

Scripture is ambiguous about 
salvation. Look at John 14 in 
which Christ says that, “In my 
Father’s house there are many 
dwelling places,” but in the same 
chapter says, “I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except 
through me.” Alternatively, look 
at how salvation has changed 
over the course of biblical history. 
Salvation was only found in the 
covenanted people of Abraham, 
but as we f ind out later, that 
gif t was spread to the entire 
gentile community. What does 
this mean?

I believe that the ambiguity of 
salvation speaks to something 
much more important. I believe 
that the ambiguity of salvation is 
a sign that we as human beings 
are clearly not meant to develop 
any concrete idea about who is 
“in” or “out.” The ambiguity of 
scripture is something radical, 
because it means that instead of 
focusing on who is “saved” or 
“not saved,” the Christian com-
munity is forced to realize just 
how poor a job they have done 
when it comes to being agents of 
true reconciliation.

When salvation becomes an 
“us” versus “them,” the church 
becomes “nationalistic.” In an 
“us” versus “them” church men-
tality, we are often blinded to see 

the need of love and reconcilia-
tion, because we are too focused 
on only seeing an external dif-
ference of beliefs. In the age of 
the “militaristic church,” some 
Christian charities and organi-
zations only offer aid to those 
who are either converted or will-
ing to convert. In the age of the 
militaristic church, the distinc-
tion between the sacred and the 
secular builds an ideological 
“Berlin Wall.”

In his article, Paulson writes, 
“It’s saved or lost. Christian or 
non-Christian. Eternal fellowship 
with God or eternal separation 
from him. Heaven or hell.” I was 
struck when I read this sentence, 
not because I haven’t heard it 
said before, but because of the 
authority that it was said with. If 
scripture is that clear cut about 
salvation, what does that mean 
about the “means” of acquiring 
salvation? Sure, there is being a 
follower of Christ, but that in-
cludes following the teachings of 
Jesus and certainly we have all 
fallen very, very short of living up 
to what we are called to be.

So if salvation is a clear cut 
issue, then that means the rest 
of scripture is clear cut as well. 
Being that we all fall so far away 
from what we are called to be, 
none of us deserve “eternal fel-
lowship with God.” And yet while 
we do not deserve divine fellow-
ship, we are given grace, love and 
the gift of reconciliation that was 
found in Christ. You see, salva-
tion can’t be clear cut, marked 
out by painted blood on our 
doorways. If salvation was clear 
cut, we would all be suffering in 
Dante’s tormenting circles of hell.

But because scripture is often 
ambiguous about who is and isn’t 
saved, I have to say that I have to 
be ambiguous as well. While it 
might be nice to work with clear 
terms, we are simply just not 
given those tools. 

In closing, I will admit that 
I am a Trinitarian Universalist, 
and I believe in the reconciliation 
of the entirety of creation, but I 
don’t claim to be 100 percent sure 
about what I believe. This is the 
blessing of the reformed tradition: 
faith, seeking understanding and 
our understanding of salvation 
and faith should not be excluded 
from questioning or debate.

Gospel sometimes unclear

There’s a great, cliche anal-
ogy about life being like a road 
and God being the driver of 
your car.

When I think about cruising 
down the streets with God, I 
tend to think of God as a pretty 
good driver: he always uses his 
blinker, comes to a complete 
stop and goes only five miles 
per hour over the speed limit.

Maybe if things get really 
crazy, God makes a turn I 
don’t want to make, or turns 
the heated seats up a little too 
high — in which case, I would 
pray and ask him to fix it.

Well, over the last year and 
a half — particularly the last 
seven days — I’ve learned 
that when God is behind the 

wheel, your car rarely even stays 
on the road.

Over the last several months, 
I’ve had a lot of conversations 
about what God’s call looks and 
sounds like and what it looks like 
to live by faith and not by sight.

I was talking with a pastor and 
friend a few weeks before our 
LGBT feature was slated to come 
out and I asked him whether God 
ever calls people to things that 
they don’t want to do.

He paused, then gave his 
response: “Have you read the 
Bible?” Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, 
Esther, Jonah, Mary, Jesus, Paul 
… the list goes on and on.

We often talk about how God 
uses ordinary people to do amaz-
ing work for His kingdom, but it 

isn’t often we talk about 
the cost.

Abraham was ready to kill 
his son. Joseph went to prison. 
Esther risked her life.

And there isn’t anything 
sca r ie r  t han pray ing t he 
prayer, “Oh Father, use my 
ransomed life in any way you 
choose,” and God asking you 
to put your money where your 
mouth is.

There’s no big happy end-
ing to this editorial. The truth 
is that God is off-roading in 
my car at 100 miles per hour 
and I want to go back to a 25 
mile per hour stroll down a 
residential road.

But thankfully, even when 
our car ride seems like it’s 
getting out of control, God 
w o r k s  t h r o u g h  f r i e n d s 
and family and, at t imes, 
complete st rangers, to re-
mind us that even though we 
aren’t sure where he’s going, 
he sti l l has both hands on 
the wheel.

~rjs

Letters to the Editor
Veterans’ Day should have 

been recognized by Calvin 

Dear Editor,
I was disappointed to see that 

Monday, Nov. 11 passed with-
out note from Calvin College. 
As many people may know, 
las t  Monday was Veterans 
Day, a time to reflect upon and 
thank those who have served in 
the United States Armed Forces.

Calvin College is all about 
discussing the issues in a healthy 
e nv i ron me nt .  Si nce  be i ng 
here I have seen discussions on 
North Korea, environmental-
ism, Syria, LGBTQ and many 

more. So why can’t we have a 
discussion about veterans? There 
are certainly many things to 
talk about. The currently un-
employment rate for post 9/11 
veterans stands at about 10 
percent. That is signif icantly 
higher than the civilian demo-
graphic (Washing ton Post). 
Why is the unemployment rate 
for Veterans so high?According 
to the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, 10 percent to 18 per-
cent of vets suffer from PTSD, 
three percent to 25 percent suf-
fer from depression and many 
ve t s  w i l l  have i s sues  w it h 
excessive tobacco and alco-

hol use. Are these not issues 
worth talking about?

Considering less than one 
pe rcent  of  A mer ica ns w i l l 
ever  se r ve i n t he m i l i t a r y, 
it  may seem l ike th is i ssue 
is not relevant. However, is 
that a reason we shouldn't talk 
about it? Whether you agree 
with what our military does or 
not, its impact is global, and 
that means it affects you and 
me. Why can’t we talk about it, 
especially at a place like Calvin, 
where we are encouraged to face the 
“tough” questions?

Gene Berlin, '16

Off-campus housing vital to 

holistic learning at Calvin

Dear Editor,
I don't get it: Calvin College 

loves Grand Rapids. 
Calvin College admissions 

markets our location within a 
growing city as a tactic to attract 
prospective students — just go to 
the Calvin homepage or grab 
any of the Calvin promotional 
material and chances are you'll 
see a photo of Calvin students 
smiling on the blue bridge down-
town or r iding bikes around 
Reeds Lake. Ca lv in senate 
ha s  done a n a ma z i ng job, 
providing the student body with 
discount cards to local Grand 
Rapids businesses. Calvin took 
pride in the GR Walks app, an 
app for smartphones that gives 
information and history about 
the neighborhoods in Grand 
Rapids, that was developed by 
a Ca lv in A lum and Calv in 
students, in partnership with 
the Service-Learning Center. As 

an orientation leader, I saw how 
much the incoming freshmen 
are encouraged to love and 
get involved in the city they 
now ca l l  thei r home, espe-
cia l ly through their exper i-
ence in Streetfest. The Service-
Lea r n i ng Cente r  ex i s t s  on 
campus to allow students to get 
involved in the greater Grand 
Rapids community.

As a senior who has l ived 
off campus for two years, I can 
say that I never truly experi-
enced this love for GR until I 
moved off campus. Sure, there 
were floor outings to Celebration 
on the Grand and ArtPrize, 
but the on-campus living op-
tions are isolated, nestled safe in 
the heart of Calvin. 

The SAO does a great job of 
offering movies and concerts, 
and the Buck Friday and NiteLife 
teams are always coming up 
with innovative weekend pro-
grams. However, many (not all, I 
realize) of these events are on 
campus, which means that 

on-campus students can be 
quite content not leaving 
campus at all until winter 
or summer breaks. 

Living off campus forced 
me out of my comfort zone 
— out of my "Calvin bubble." 
It forced me to learn the 
n a m e s  o f  s u r r o u n d i n g 
streets and f ind local res-
t au ra nt s  to  e a t  a t  whe n 
I  d id n' t  have t he money 
or time to go shopping at my 
local grocery store. Living 
off campus made me the stu-
dent Calvin wanted me to be 
all along — one who is in-
vested in her local community, 
one  who look s  out wa rd 
instead of inward and one who 
sees God's love and creativity 
throughout my city.

If Calvin truly cares for 
Grand Rapids and wants 
its students to care for the 
city as well, they will not re-
quire a three-year residency.

Elena Buis, ‘14

Three-year on-campus residency 

requirement would be unjust

Dear Editor, 
Six years ago, when the col-

lege was in a fit of construction, 
Vice President Hoogstra shared 
her vision of on-campus town-
houses for upperclassmen with 
the Calvin community. Her propo-
sition was met by broad opposition 
from students, faculty and staff, 
and it was ultimately shelved. I 
am disheartened to hear that she’s 
dusted it off.

Student housing, unlike large 
athletic facilities, is generally 
a profitable construction. But 
on whose backs is that profit 
made? Students — whose collec-
tive debt utterly dwarfs that of 
Calvin College.

We are told that on-campus 
housing is in short supply, so 
it makes sense to build more. 
This appears logical enough, 
but why then enact a policy 
that would increase demand? 
Because it eliminates risk for 
the col lege by mak ing s t u-
de nt s  i n to  a  r e se r ve  a r my 
of consumers.

W h a t  i f  e n r o l l me nt  d e -
clines after the housing is built 
(as it did the year after Hoogstra 
first made her case for construc-
tion)? If students are required 
to l ive on campus an addi-
tional year, the housing can be 
filled. And if it instead increases? 
There will be plenty of opportu-
nity for exceptions to the 3-year 
residency requirement, Dean Witte 
reassures us.

M e a n w h i l e ,  s t u d e n t s 
are forced to pay whatever 
rent is demanded of them 
r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  m a r -
k e t  r a t e  f o r  G r a n d 
Rapids housing,  without 
choice about what kind of 
communit y t hey wish to 
live in.

There are many reasons 
to  oppose  a  3 -yea r  re s i -
dency requirement. One of 
them is that it would be an 
economic injustice. It’s sad 
that Calvin’s recent f inan-
cial investments turned out 
as they did — but it would 
be wrong to offload the risk of 
the next round of investments 
onto students.

Emma Slager, ’10

LGBT feature courageous

Dear Editor,
I want to offer my sincere thanks 

and congratulations for your sen-
sational LGBT feature coverage. I 
was referred to the pieces by one 
of our previous editors in chief, 
and found myself rapt by the truly 
beautiful storytelling.

I know that embarking on such 
a journalistic venture must have 
been tremendously difficult, and 
I commend your courage and for-
titude in pressing on despite any 
fears of backlash. As the editor 
in chief of a fairly liberal Catholic 
college, I’m aware of the difficul-
ties of covering difficult topics, 
but not quite to this scale. It 
both puts our issues in perspec-

tive and inspires us to constantly 
be doing more with our own 
reporting.

Though I don’t know what 
k ind of response you’re get-
t ing f rom administrat ion or 
other students, I hope you all 
are receiving the praise you so 
richly deserve. Doing this takes 
king-size confidence — some-
th ing that a l l  other col lege 
journalists could take to heart. 
I know I’l l be doing so with 
my team.

Thanks again for all your work, 
and good luck in closing out your 
semester.

Kevin P. O’Keeffe, Editor in 
Chief, The Los Angeles Loyolan
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Letters to the Editor, Cont.
LGBT feature should be the 
start of greater reform within 

the CRC
Dear Editor,

Having read the courageous 
writings of  the recently published 
“Listen First” feature, I am con-
vinced that now is the time for 
a concentrated and organized 
effort to liberate LGBT people 
on campus. Members would not 
form a special interest lobby, but 
rather commit to recruiting stu-
dents into a grassroots protest 
movement, changing Calvin’s 
entire culture from the bottom up 
rather than trying to parley with 
administrators or their feudal 
lieges in the CRC.

First, a campus movement for 

LGBT liberation must be explic-
itly linked to the greater cause 
of  LGBT people throughout the 
state, nation and world.

Second, such a group should 
be committed to eliminating Cal-
vin’s restrictive policies on sexual 
activity on campus. This includes 
abolishing of  open house hours, 
permitting sex between unmar-
ried partners on campus and es-
tablishing co-ed dorms to disarm 
heteronormative prejudices.

Third, such an organization 
should enlist the help of  commu-
nities, sympathetic faculty and 
administration, alumni and pas-
tors from within and outside the 
CRC. Local affirming church-
es like Episcopalians, United 

Church of  Christ and Fountain 
Street Church will be indispens-
able for this task.

Fourth, this group should not 
hesitate to stage protests and 
otherwise more confrontational 
and visible activities in addition 
to backstage organizing. Such 
actions will polarize the commu-
nity, but this is not always unde-
sirable from the perspective of  a 
liberation group.

Finally, an organization dedi-
cated to the emancipation of  
Calvin’s LGBT people should be 
fluent in Christian language and 
Scripture, whether as Christians 
or not. Now is the time to act.

Jonathan Hielkema, ‘15

LGBT feature takes helpful 
approach

Dear Editor,
The recent Chimes feature on 

LGBT student stories was well 
done.  I am grateful for the cour-
age of  the LGBT student writers 
and the guts of  Chimes staff  fa-
cilitators. The student stories are 
beautiful, tragic and hopeful in 
the same breath. They highlight 
that Calvin has both pockets of  
safety and pockets of  silence.

For the past few years I have 
worked with the Sexuality and 
Gender Awareness (SAGA) 
group on campus. I have learned 
from the students of  this group 

that silence is a problem because 
it communicates compliance 
with the rejection of  LGBT per-
sons. LGBT students occasion-
ally share frustration at learning 
only late in their Calvin career 
of  a professor’s or friend’s sup-
port. Making even very small 
statements of  support for LGBT 
students’ presence and safety can 
break that harmful silence and go 
a long way towards making Cal-
vin a safe and welcoming place.

Chimes frames this conver-
sation by starting with our stu-
dents’ stories. This is the right 
place to start, because our broad-
er theological, social and politi-

cal conversations should account 
for lived reality. Regardless of  
theological, social and political 
persuasion, making sure this is 
a campus where all students are 
harassment-free and welcomed 
warmly is a goal to which we all 
should commit.

We have made good progress 
towards a safer campus in re-
cent years. I pray this progress 
continues. Thank you, Chimes, 
for your thoughtful work on this 
piece, and thank you, students, 
for your impressive vulnerability 
that will help us move forward as 
a community.

Kyle Heys, Calvin Staff

LGBT feature exemplifies 
positive change at Calvin

Dear Editor,
As a former Chimes staff  

member with roles ranging from 
typist (it was still the late ‘80s 
after all) on up to associate edi-
tor, I wanted to thank you for 
the terrific “Listen First” feature 
in the last issue. I “came out” 
during my final year at Calvin 
(directly upon my return from a 
semester in Munich) and can re-
late, in at least one or more spe-
cific instance, to the account of  
each person featured. I am so 
pleased and, frankly, surprised 

that the publication of  these 
personal accounts was not only 
allowed but encouraged by the 
college and that they continue 
to be available at your website.  
In light of  ongoing politiciza-
tion of  LGBT issues, especially 
during the 2012 election cycle, I 
had hoped to see a different 
approach from the college. 
With this series, the school has 
moved decisively in a more 
positive direction.

I believe that at its best, Chimes 
can and does serve to lead and 
guide the larger Calvin commu-
nity — including alumni — in 

discussion by responsibly raising 
questions and exploring uncom-
fortable truths. Any feature or 
opinion writer can hide behind 
the words of  others by relying on 
multiple secondary sources. With 
this first-person feature, you have 
given both face and humanity 
to those who are often 
denied both.

Please keep taking on “diffi-
cult” and uncomfortable issues 
and build from your excellent 
work on this. I’m a big fan out 
here on the Left Coast.

Dennis Holtrop, ‘90

LGBT feature displays courage, 
leadership

Dear Editor,
Thirty years ago a dear friend 

of  mine struggled at Calvin, 
partly because he could not bear 
to reveal to anyone that he was 
gay. That was a dark time in his 
life. He loved the Lord, but knew 
he could not be both honest and 
a full member of  the Christian 
community. He eventually left 
Calvin. Later he came out to his 
family and friends and things got 
better for a while. Sadly, he died 
in 1996 of  AIDS. He was always 
a faithful Christian, even when 
the church was not very welcom-

ing to him.
I think of  my friend this week 

as I rejoice in the courage and 
leadership of  the Chimes staff  
in publishing the feature “Listen 
First.” Thank you to the editors 
and to those who told their sto-
ries. Thank you for paying the 
costs, whatever those might be, 
for taking this important step 
on our campus. Your respect, 
compassion and wisdom have 
clearly impressed and influ-
enced many people beyond 
Calvin’s orbit.

I realize that one feature does 
not solve all problems or settle 
anything with regard to “the is-

sue.” But this is still an impor-
tant moment in making Calvin 
more and more a place where 
LGBTQ+ students do not have 
to keep secrets. What a difference 
it might have made to my friend 
if  he felt that his college commu-
nity was saying, “We hear you, 
and we’re in this together.”

What Calvin students will 
contribute to the church’s ongo-
ing reflection on LGBTQ+ mat-
ters is bound to be significant. 
The Chimes feature reaffirms my 
great confidence in your ability to 
take the lead.

Prof. Debra Rienstra, English

LGBT feature must lead to 
action and change 

Dear Editor,
As an alumnus, I’ve been 

tracking the discussion about 
last week’s LGBT feature online. 
The response I’ve been hear-
ing is overwhelmingly positive: 
that the writers are brave people, 
that Chimes did an excellent job 
with this feature and that Calvin 
is doing better than some of  its 
peer institutions on LGBT issues 
by letting something like this 
run in the school paper. But many 
of  those discussions have 
not gone deeper than that. 

Stopping here is tempting 
because everyone can feel 
good about our accomplish-
ments as a school and things 
can stay much the way they are.

I heard a call to just the op-
posite in last week’s stories. It’s 
wonderful that conversations 
about LGBT issues can be held in 
the open at Calvin. However, the 
purpose of  this conversation is 
not to have a conversation forev-
er but so that things can change. 
The stories talked about fear, feel-
ing unsafe and ostracized, secrets 
and risk. Taking last week’s sto-
ries as information rather than a 

claim on you to make the com-
munity a safer place is missing 
the point.

Each of  the stories talks about 
what kinds of  changes are need-
ed. They are worth reading again 
while asking, “What could I do 
to make Calvin a better place 
for this person?” Even if  Calvin 
has made progress, it will only 
become a safer place for future 
students if  we put in the work to 
change the campus culture in the 
present, as these stories convict 
us to do.

John Kloosterman, ‘13

LGBT feature provides unique 
opportunity to listen

Dear Editor,
What remarkable courage. 

Thank you Drew, Ian, Richard, 
Eden, Ryan, C.V., Kristopher 
and others for being willing to 
share your stories, for taking the 
risk of  being honest and for being 
patient with us as we learn to lis-
ten. Kudos to Abby, Nathan and 
the Chimes staff  for providing a 
forum that is so remarkable pre-

LGBT feature missing racial, 
ethnic minorities 

Dear Editor,
As a former Chimes writer, I 

could not be prouder of  the work 
that you’re doing after the feature 
that you ran last week. I feel pride 
in my school because, although 
the campus is far from perfect 
for the LGBT community, we 
are showing love as we honor the 
stories of  these seven individuals 
and, vicariously, the hundreds of  
others through the years whose 
stories have often gone untold.

There is one story, however, 
that I noticed went untold amid 
those seven: there were no voices 
from racial or ethnic minori-
ties on campus. Calvin is such a 
white institution, and we heard 
last week how many members of  

our community who are white 
and LGBT struggle figuring 
out where they are safe and where 
they belong. How much more 
frustrating it must be, then, to 
try and establish a place for 
yourself  on campus as both a 
racial minority and LGBT. There 
are stories there that need to 
be told.

Thank you to the writers who 
generously and courageously 
shared their stories. Thank you 
to the staff  of  Chimes for your 
vision and for accepting, I hope, 
my loving critique. To those 
whose stories must still be told, I 
hope and pray that our ears will 
be open and that our hearts will 
be humble and welcoming.

Joel Meredith,‘10

LGBT feature encouraging
Dear Editor,

While I think Calvin (and 
many Christian communities 
in general) still have a long way 
to go, I am encouraged by the 
Chimes feature and by so many 
loving, supporting and accepting 
comments and responses. I am a 
Calvin alum and a lesbian. My 
years at Calvin were wonderful 
in many ways, but also filled with 
loneliness, denial, confusion, 
self-doubt and hopelessness. 
I did not feel like Calvin was 
an environment where I could 
explore or even talk about my 
sexual identity. After college, I at-
tended graduate school, found a 
great therapist, a supportive com-

munity of  friends and an Episco-
pal church that affirmed me as 
a child of  God just as I am. I 
finally found my way out of  
the closet, I’m now happily en-
gaged to the love of  my life and 
am living a truly authentic life. 
My journey has not been easy, 
but I am so encouraged by the 
students who were brave enough 
to share their own stories, hope-
fully paving the way for more 
people to step out of  the shad-
ows and into the beautiful light 
that awaits them. I’m 10 years 
post-Calvin and I can attest to 
the fact that it does, in fact, 
get better.

Kelly Hunt, ‘03

LGBT feature gave voices to 
those unheard

Dear Editor,
I want to express my deepest 

gratitude for the LGBT+ testi-
monies last week. I am grateful 
that our community is beginning 
to have discussions about what 
it is like to be LGBT+ at Calvin. 
Personal views should not mat-
ter when we think about how 

we can be more loving and more 
welcoming as a community. I be-
lieve that the testimonies of  these 
students helped to open the eyes 
of  our community, to say what 
is often left unspoken, to give a 
voice to so many members of  
our community who are living in 
fearful silence.

Jocelyn Brame, ‘14

LGBT feature enlightening, 
thoughtful

Dear Editor,
The feature on LGBT students 

at Calvin was one of  the best 
pieces I’ve seen from Chimes this 
year. Thanks for writing it. As 
a former Chimes editor, I know 
the staff  always works hard to 
illuminate issues at the college 
that fly under the radar, and this 
feature did that in an interesting 
way. LGBT issues in general are 
a hot topic at Calvin, but I think 
your piece brought to light a side 
of  the discussion that isn’t often 
covered. I particularly appreciat-
ed the thoughtful editorial com-
ments you made in the introduc-
tion: that the writers had left out 

any political opinions because 
those just tend to add static noise 
to the discussion.

I wonder if  the idea of  this fea-
ture could be extended to cover 
different subsections of  students 
on campus. Shouldn’t we also lis-
ten to the stories of  straight stu-
dents on campus?  What about 
students with disabilities? What 
about students from non-CRC 
or non-Christian backgrounds? I 
don’t think it’s a reach to say that 
LGBT issues are now high-pro-
file at Calvin, so why don’t you 
put your editorial power to work 
for other groups that need a “Lis-
ten First” feature?

Abby Zwart, ‘13

LGBT feature nails it
Dear Editor,

Last week’s LGBT feature was 
incredibly courageous, thought-
ful and kind. Thank you for help-
ing us identify, for helping us un-
derstand.

In a discussion that so often 
polarizes, these articles reminded 
us that when we talk about the 
“issue of  homosexuality,” we are 
talking about our neighbors, our 
classmates, our colleagues and 
our friends. In the midst of  the 
confusion, seeing one another 
first and foremost as people and 
treating each other with a deep-
rooted, passionate love must al-
ways remain paramount.

Thank you for setting the tone 
for us to have loving, helpful and 
understanding conversations that 

center first and foremost on rela-
tionships with real people who 
have hurts, joys, fears, failures, 
strengths and vulnerabilities just 
like every single one of  us.

This feature opened doors for 
us to talk, to be honest about who 
we are, to join together in sup-
porting one another in the midst 
of  the questions and fears, and to 
celebrate together in the beauty 
of  God’s love shown through one 
another.

Staying silent can be the most 
harmful thing we can do. Thank 
you for breaking the silence and 
leading the way on one of  the 
most vital conversations that we 
as a Christian community can 
have. You absolutely nailed it.

Meredith Fennema, ‘12

cisely because it refuses the ideo-
logical poles that too often — 
and too quickly — co-opt these 
conversations. One of  my old 
friends used to say that testimony 
was “the poetry of  Pentecostal 
experience.” I listened to these 
stories in that best sense of  testi-
mony — as a spiritual discipline 
both for those who tell and those 
who hear.

Prof. Jamie Smith, Philosophy

LGBT feature encouraging and 
challenging

Dear Editor,
I just wanted to express my 

appreciation for your LGBT 
feature. Though I’m straight, I 
know some LGBT and I can’t 
imagine the struggles they go 
through on a daily basis. It was 
great to see the courage that so 
many were willing to have. It’s 

great to see the ways that we as 
a campus are being welcoming 
and loving, but it is also impor-
tant for us to see the ways we 
can improve. Hopefully your 
feature will spur us on to be-
come a loving community that 
accepts all people, regardless of  
what gender they identify as or 
what sex they are attracted to. 
All people need love and sup-

port, and your series, I hope, 
helped remind us all of  that.

Thank you, and God bless 
you. Thanks also to the writers, 
and let them know that I pray 
they continue to receive encour-
agement and support rather 
than hatred and animosity.

Jackson Van Haitsma, ‘17
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