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BY HAYLEY COX
On-Call Writer

At the beginning of the year, 
President Le Roy expanded his 
cabinet to include staff additions 
of chaplain Mary Hulst and 
Michelle Loyd-Paige, executive 
associate for diversity, making 
the first female-majority cabinet 
in Calvin history.

“I am sure that there is no oth-
er Council of Christian Colleges 
and Universities with this ratio 
of men and women,” said Shirley 
Hoogst ra, v ice president of  
student life.

The cur rent cabinet con-
sists of Claudia Beversluis, 
Russell Bloem, Ken Erffmeyer, 
Shirley Hoogstra, Todd Hubers, 
Mary Hulst, Doug Koopman, 
M ic he l l e  L oyd - Pa i g e  a nd  
Sally VanderPloeg.

“It’s great to serve on a cabinet 
where gifts matter more than 
gender,” said Hulst. “Each of us 
serves out of our God-given gifts 
and passions and encourages the 
others to do the same. This is 
what Paul writes about so pas-
sionately when he speaks of the 
body of Christ — ‘having gifts 
that differ, let’s use them.’ God’s 
gifts are not handed out based  
on gender.”

The importance of their areas 
— campus ministries and diver-
sity — to the college drove Le 
Roy to appoint these two women 
to cabinet. 

“The cabinet has spent a great 

deal of time assessing our needs 
for the future and the college’s 
current strengths and weak-
nesses,” said Le Roy in a commu-
nication in August. “I believe that 
we will all make better decisions 
when we have the benefit of mul-
tiple perspectives on an issue.”

Le Roy was not available 
for further comment.

Le Roy added Hulst, 
col lege chapla in, as a 
member of the cabinet to 
help integrate the pastoral 
voice for the campus com-
munity and assist Le Roy 
with matter related to the 
college’s relationship to  
the denomination.

“Dr. Le Roy wanted 
someone who was ordained 
and well-connected with 
the CRCNA to serve on 
cabinet,” said Hulst, “both 
to help him think well about 
the connections between 
school and the broader 
Christian community and 
between the school and 
the CRCNA. Dr. Le Roy 
is deeply Reformed and is 
committed to shepherding 
the college as a Reformed 
Christian, but he is less fa-
miliar with the CRCNA.”

Hulst also brings the bene-
fit of closer connection to the  
Calvin community.

“He wanted someone to be 
thinking of the campus as a 
whole,” she added, “what am I 
observing, what are the trends, 
what are people bringing to me 

as concerns or joys — and use my 
particular vantage point to speak 
into the conversations on cabinet. 
Each of the other VPs has a ‘port-
folio,’ that is, a specific area that 
he or she represents. I am there to 
speak and listen as the pastor of 
the campus as a whole.”

Le Roy also appointed Dr. 
Michelle Loyd-Paige to serve as 
the executive associate to the 
president for diversity. Loyd-
Paige is the only ethnically-mi-
nority member of cabinet.

“My presence brings diver-
sity to the president’s cabinet,” 

said Loyd-Paige, “just as it has 
done for every committee I have 
worked on as I self-identify as an 
African-American. However, my 
presence also brings sociological 
knowledge (my academic home 
is in the department of sociology 
and social work), institutional 

memory (I have been at Calvin 
for over 25 years) and leadership 
skills (I have served on key gov-
ernance committees and served 
as a department chair).”

Le Roy realized his cabinet’s 
need when reviewing the com-
position of the cabinet and the 

priorities of the college.
“Visits across campus and 

multiple conversations with 
students, faculty and staff 
reveal[ed] that the competency, 
capacity and composition of 
our faculty, staff and students 
must improve if we are to meet 

our theological commit-
ments articulated in From 
Every Nation and the prac-
tical necessity of preparing 
graduates for work in a 
diverse world,” he said in  
his communication.

One unique facet of 
Hulst’s new role is that 
she pastors the cabinet 
members as well.

“[Dr. Le Roy] a l so 
wants me to serve as a pas-
tor to the other VPs,” she 
said. “When I know their 
pressures and needs, I can 
serve them well as coun-
selor and prayer partner.”

L oyd-Pa ige  i s  a l so 
pleased with the new cabi-
net structure.

“A s  a  g r a du a t e  o f 
Calvin College and an 
employee of 25+ years,” 
she said, “I am pleased to 
be able to witness struc-
tural, demographic and 

attitudinal changes that favor 
a more racially and ethnically 
inclusive campus. The work 
is by no means complete, but 
the college is moving in the 
right direction. I hope that I 
have had some small part in  
that movement.”

With the addition of Michelle Loyd-Paige and Mary Hulst, cabinet has five 
women and four men: the first majority-female cabinet in Calvin’s history.
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Le Roy adds Hulst, Loyd-Paige for first female-majority cabinet

BY JESSICA KOSTER
Sports Co-Editor

Calvin continued its confer-
ence sports dominance this fall, 
winning MIAA titles in five fall 
sports over the last week: men’s 
cross country, women’s cross 
country, women’s volleyball, 
men’s soccer and women’s soccer.

Men’s cross country continued 
their dominance of the MIAA 
with their 27th straight MIAA 
championsh ip — a l l  under 
coach Brian Diemer. Junior Josh 
Ferguson took third in the race 
but led the Knights. Senior Paul 
Lewis from Albion won the race 
and was named Most Valuable 
Runner, the first time since 1984 
that a runner from a school other 

than Calvin or Hope has earned 
the title. The Knights move on to 
regionals, which they will host, 
on Nov. 16.

The women’s cross country 
team won their eighth title in 
nine years — also under Coach 
Diemer. Freshman Cassie Vince 
won the race with an 11-second 
victory. Second place finisher and 
senior Sheri McCormack from 
Hope was named Most Valuable 
Runner. The Knights move on 
to regionals on Nov. 16, which 
they have the honor of hosting 
this year. 

The volleyball team won their 
fourth straight MIAA champi-
onship against Kalamazoo on 
Friday, clinching the shared pos-
session of the title with Hope. 
Senior Megan Rietema is the 
writer’s choice for MIAA Most 
Valuable Player. The Knights 
start MIAA tournament play 
on Friday night when they take 
on St. Mary’s at the Van Noord 
arena, this year’s location for the 
MIAA championship.

Men’s soccer clinched their 
seventh straight MIAA title on 
Saturday. Junior Travis Vegter 

is the writer’s choice for MIAA 
Most Valuable Player since he 
leads in goals and points. Calvin 
will host the first round of the 
MIAA tournament on Thursday 
and the top remaining seed after 
semi-finals will host the finals  
on Saturday.

Women’s soccer won their 
seventh MIAA title in nine years 
after defeating rival Hope College 

1-0 on Monday afternoon. Both 
teams came into the game in a 
tie for the conference lead, but 
a goal from sophomore Taylor 
TenHarmsel in the 29th min-
ute was enough to make Calvin 
the conference champion. 
Calvin will now host the first 
round of the MIAA tourna-
ment against the fourth-seeded  
Adrian Bulldogs.

Women’s volleyball won their fourth straight MIAA title.Women’s soccer won their seventh MIAA title in nine years.
PHOTOS BY JEFF FEBUS

Volleyball, soccer, cross country win MIAA conference titles
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BY NATHAN GROENEWOLD
Religion Co-Editor

What do you get when you 
cross 11 decorated apartments, 
well over 300 hours of work 
and 22,000 pieces of candy?

 A whole new world. At 
least, that’s what it felt like 
for the children trick-or-
t reating Thursday night 
through decorated hal ls 
of  t he  K nol lc res t  Ea s t 
(KE) apartments.

 Two thousand parents 
and chi ldren converged 
on the apartments for the 
19th annual Light in the 
Night, an evening of safe, 
warm and (most ly) dr y 
trick-or-treating.

 “It ’s  been awesome! 
They’ve really taken back 
the holiday from so many 
other Halloween options,” 
Brant Por ter said of the 
event. He came for the first 
time with his wife Mary 
and their three smiling chil-
dren, dressed as “Despicable 
Me” minions.

 Parents and chi ldren 
were guided through each 
of the apartment buildings, 
all decorated with a differ-
ent theme, from “Alice in 
Wonderland” and “Kung 
Fu Panda” to Mario World. 
KE residents dressed up ac-
cording to their building’s 
theme and handed out candy 
outside their doors.

 “I just hope to make 
some child’s night,” said 
senior Kirsten Gustafson, 
who dressed as Princess 
Peach from Mario World for 
the evening.

 She did just that, when a six-
year-old boy came up to her and 
said, “Princess Peach! I’ve been 

trying to save you my whole life!”
 But the evening wasn’t just 

about fun and games, though the 
abundant candy and carnival 
games ensured this. Josh Song, a 
third-year resident assistant (RA) 

in KE, reflected on the purpose 
behind the event.

 “[The night] is a chance for 
KE students to meet and bless 

Student life finalizes events

BY VALERIE GREER
Staff Writer

You may soon get the chance 
to relive your prom night, but this 
time with your college friends 
while dressed up from the era of 
The Great Gatsby.

Recently, students had the op-
portunity to vote on a number of 
proposed student events for next 
semester and interim. 

The proposal to have a Great 
Gatsby formal showed to be the 
popular student choice, taking 
166 votes.  Wilson explained they 
may even add in a new element to 
the night—poker night.  

“We’re going to have it off cam-
pus,” Wilson said, “so it’ll be one 
of the first off-campus formals 
that is also campus wide.”  

Wilson said the committee 
is very excited that this event 
will be off campus and open to 
all students.

“ T h e r e  a r e  d o r m  b a n -
quets for those living on cam-
pus, but we thought it would 
be fun to include the entire 
campus in a formal event,. “ 
Wilson said.  

While this won’t be a Buck 
Friday event, Wilson said it won’t 
be too expensive.

“We’re going to st r ive to 
keep costs extremely low, of 
course,” Wilson said. “But we 
sti l l want to make it a night 
to remember.”

While most of the proposed 
events are tentative, Wilson said 
the Great Gatsby formal is in 
t h e  s c h e d u l e  f o r  t h e  e n d 
of February.

The second place winner of 
the voting wall was for an event 
with a puppy patch and petting 
zoo. Wilson said that will be 
coming during interim and will 
be a Knight-Life event in the 
field house.  

While these were the two win-
ning events, Wilson said there 
are a few other new events in 
the planning.

“We’re wanting to bring in 
a dance crew; that had a lot 
of interest on the voting wall,” 
Wilson said.  They’re looking 
into bringing in different groups 
from Chicago or Detroit to have 
a dance battle.  

Another new event in the plan-
ning is a Hunger Games weekend.  
Wilson said in March they would 
show the new Hunger Games 
movie.   Then that same week-
end, there will be a campus wide 
hunger games event, including 
a reaping.

Wilson said there is one event 
that is not tentative.

“We’ve got Bancheck the 
Magician and that’s been so-
lidified,” Wilson said.  “He came 
last year and blew the crowd 
away, so he’s  coming back 
this year.”

Bancheck is scheduled to be 
here on Friday, Jan. 17.  

Wilson said the line of events 
will be wrapped up with the fa-
miliar Calvin’s Got Talent show.  

“We’re glad that students came 
by and voiced their opinion.” 
Wilson said

The student event commit-
tee is pleased that they could 
include s t udents into thei r 
planning stages.

Nearly 2,000 attend KE Apartments’ annual Light in the Night

members of families from the 
community,” Song said.

 Annie Mas-Smith, area coor-
dinator for the KE apartments, 
said that many people don’t real-
ize how much of a community 

outreach the event is.
 “For many who attend, this is 

their only connection to Calvin,” 
Mas-Smith said.

 Megan Peshek, an RA in 
Heyns Hall, said that a surpris-
ing number of students don’t 
know about the magnitude of the 
event, that it reaches far beyond 
the Calvin community.

 “ D o n ’ t  y o u  m e a n 
M id K n ig ht  Mad ness?” 
was the reply Peshek re-
ceived from some students 
who confused Light in the 
Nig ht  w it h M id K n ig ht 
Madness, an event planned 
on the same night to pro-
m o t e  C a l v i n’s  w i n t e r 
sports’ seasons.

 Mas-Smith said the goal 
of Light in the Night was to 
provide safe and welcoming 
trick-or-treating for those in 
the Grand Rapids communi-
ty who might not otherwise 
have the opportunity. Each 
child was also encouraged 
to bring a canned good item 
for donation.

 The event almost doubled 
in size from last year. Mas-
Smith thought this might be 
because nearly every media 
outlet advertised the event, 
and it was one of the few in-
door trick-or-treating events 
in Grand Rapids.

 “It’s the number two spot 
in the city for trick-or-treat-
ing,” said Kathryn Knox, an 
RA in Gamma. The event 
was only second to a seven-
day Halloween event at the 
John Ball Zoo that charged 
$7 for admission.

 But Light in the Night did 
not come together overnight.

 “My RAs worked really 
hard,” Mas-Smith said. “It 
was one of the best years 
for decorations.” She also 

thanked Jana Biegel, assistant 
area coordinator for the apart-
ments, who did a majority of the 
long-term planning.

Trick-or-treaters were able to get candy indoors at KE and avoid the rain.

The No. 2 trick-or-treat event in Grand Rapids doubled in size from last year

BY BEN RIETEMA
On-Call Writer

After initial confusion over 
electing the committee, the 
provost search commit tee 
has started looking for a new 
provost and plans to have a 
candidate by the beginning 
of February.

The difficulties in the begin-
ning stages of the committee 
stemmed from technical and 
communication difficulties.

“Init ial communication 
soliciting faculty nominees 
for the election did not clearly 
state that committee members 
must be on campus in January 
for candidate interviews,” said 
Judy Vander Woude, co-chair 
of the search committee.

As well as not being clear 
that members had to be on-
campus for interim, the ballot 
to elect members of the com-
mittee didn’t send successfully 
to every faculty member.

“The software for the elec-
tion ballot did not support 
Outlook 365 well,” continued 
Vander Woude, “so not all 
faculty received the emails an-
nouncing the election rounds.”

“President Michael Le 
Roy, the other co-chair of the 
committee, was not available 
for comment.

The new provost will re-
place Claudia Beversluis, 
whose term ends this June. The 
Provost is second in leadership 
at Calvin College, and is chief 
academic officer.

Beversluis’ original term 
was set to end last spring, but 

was extended after Le Roy asked 
her to stay on for strategic plan-
ning and prioritization.

According to the provost op-
portunity profile, the commit-
tee is looking for specifically a 
Reformed Christian candidate 
with a “rigorous intellectual ca-
pacity” and “the gift of listening 
and clear communication.”

Faculty, staff and the board 
of trustees all had input into 
what the provost search com-
mittee is looking for, and their 
opinions show up on the provost 
opportunity profile, according to 
Vander Woude.

“The descriptions [on the op-
portunity profile] are outcomes 
of surveys and on-campus focus 
groups held with faculty, staff and 
the board of trustees earlier this 
fall,” said Vander Woude.

The committee will consider 
candidates both inside the college 
and external to it.

“[The provost] will play a key 
role in nourishing vision and 
building for future faithfulness 
amid financial challenges and 
rapid cultural and technological 
change and will concretely ad-
dress issues of sustainability in 
ways that are effective and sensi-
tive,” the opportunity profile for 
the provost said.

Each of the three elected com-
mittee members comes from a 
different academic division in 
the college — arts, language, 
education; natural sciences and 
mathematics; and social sciences 
and contextual disciplines.

A Calvin student is not on the 
search committee, but a student 
panel will be consulted before the 
decision is made.

Provost search offi cially begins
Gatsby formal wins student popular vote

PHOTO BY BEKAH COGGIN

Committee encountered election hiccups
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Chimes triumphs 4-2 over senate in first annual soccer game 

Calvin College sign on west side of East Beltline vandalized four times 

BY CONNOR STERCHI
Campus News Co-Editor

The Calvin College sign on 
the west side of the southbound 
East Beltline has been vandalized 
four times this academic year. 
The vandalism occurred in late 
August, mid-September, early 
October and most recently on 
Halloween night.

“It’s almost been a monthly 
thing,” said Bill Corner, director 
of campus safety at Calvin.

The vandals have damaged 
the same sign repeatedly, which 
is unusual for vandalism at the 
college, Corner said.

“This is something new this 
year,” he said. “I’m not sure 
why, but we haven’t had this 
type of behavior in the past.  
G ranted we have had i so -
lated incidents of vandalism,  
but not when they come back 
and do the same thing over and 
over again.”

The expense of repair ing 
the damaged sign amounts to 
about $1,000 per incident. This 
cost includes almost $700 for 
the plexiglas, $150 for the bulb  
l ight behind it, and the cost  
of labor.

“We need to find out who’s do-
ing this and make it stop,” Corner 
said. “Because these are the  
kinds of things, over and over 
again, that start adding up ex-

pense to the college, and we 
can’t afford to keep replacing  
these signs.”

Campus safety does not have 
any leads or suspects at this time. 
The parking lot surveil lance 
cameras are too remote to be  
used to identify the suspects; 
h owe ve r,  w i t ne s s  r e p o r t s 
have narrowed down campus  
safety’s search.

“All we have is an idea that 
we’re looking for a group of four 
to five white males — college age 
— and they’re using some kind 
of a sledgehammer or a bat to 
smash these things out,” Corner 
said. “The first couple of times 
they found retaining wall bricks 
from somewhere and used them 
to smash it out.”

The plexiglas “heart and hand” 
seal on the sign is strong and 
takes considerable force to break, 
Corner said.

Although campus safety has 
not verified suspects, Corner’s 
suspicion is that the perpetrators 
are either current students or for-
mer students who have an issue 
with the college.

Campus safety is implement-
ing strategies and preventative 
tactics to try to put an end to the 
vandalism. Recurring vandals 
are usually caught eventually, 
Corner said.

“It’s a hard thing to prevent, 
but at the same time we’re try-
ing some things. I can’t get into 

a whole lot of detail, but we 
are taking measures to work 
to identify these people,” he 
said. “Obviously the more 
damage they do, once they  
get caught, the more it ’s  
going to cost them, and I’d  
even advocate for criminal 
charges just because of the  

BY ALDEN HARTOPO AND 
CONNOR STERCHI

Campus News Editors

It was an epic duel of the fates, 
destined to go down in Calvin 
College history. On Saturday, 
a soccer match pitted the col-
lege’s two historic student or-
ganizations against each other  
in a bat t le royale for pr ide  
and glory.

T he  a ge - o ld  r iva l r y  b e -
tween Chimes and student sen-
ate reached its embodiment 
in Saturday’s soccer game at 
Calvin’s Phi-Chi Field. The first 
annual Chimes versus student 
senate soccer game engendered 
blood, sweat and tears from  
both teams.

But for student senate, it was 
mostly tears.

In a stunning display of grit 
and prowess, Chimes defeated 
student senate in a 4-2 victory. 
But the win was not given on a 
silver platter. The student sena-
tors, who were spotted a half hour 
before the game  started doing 
warm-ups, resolutely contested 
the Chimes staff.

“I thought we all fought really 
valiantly,” said David Kuenzi, 
student senate president. “I 
thought that both teams did a 
great job and put in a lot of ef-
fort. I’m really just glad we could 
make it happen.”

Religion co-editor Nathan 
Groenewold was the top scorer 
for team Chimes, scoring a hat 
trick while striker Connor Sterchi 
kicked a clear shot by the left goal 
post scoring against senate-bike-
program-director-turned-goalie 
Joel Altena.

Following a lead taken by 
Chimes, senate striker Dan Ferrell 
was able to equalize the game 
before team Chimes scored the 
next two goals. Senate’s Kuenzi 
was able to swiftly score an-
other goal before team Chimes 
secured the lead with a final goal  
by Groenewold.

Ryan Struyk, Chimes editor 
in chief, was happy about the 
outcome and anticipates that the 
Chimes staff will continue the 
winning streak into the future.

“Overall I am so proud of our 
Chimes staff for never giving up, 
coming out strong and being ag-
gressive,” Struyk said. “And that’s 
really what Chimes is all about. I 
have no doubt that Chimes will 
continue its streak well into the 
future. I think that for the long 
history before this soccer game, 
Chimes has maintained superi-
ority over senate, and they will 
continue to do so, except this time 
on the soccer field.”

Despite the defeat, student 
senators looked for the positive 
outcomes of the game. The game 
was a great bonding experience, 
said freshman student senator 

Laura Steele.
In an unforeseen incident of 

potential friendly fire, Chimes 
defender Alden Hartopo inad-
vertently kicked the ball toward 
the Chimes goal in an attempt to 
clear it from the goalie box, forc-
ing editor in chief Ryan Struyk to  
make a courageous dive to make 
a save, losing a contact lens and 
suffering a blow to the head in 
the process.

“Thankfully my cat-like re-
f lexes and amazing hand-eye 
coordination were enough to 
stop the ball from entering the 
goal,” Struyk said in response to 
the mishap. “I also was proud to 
sacrifice my well-being and my 
eyesight in order to make the he-
roic save that kept us in the game. 
I look forward to continuing to 
give my all for Chimes no matter 
the cost throughout the rest of  
the semester.”

“Everyone makes mistakes,” 
Hartopo said. “But without that 
slow at tempted clear, David 
Kuenzi would have had a perfect 
shot in a one-on-one encounter 
with the goalie.” 

Hartopo’s aggressive defending 
skills through clean slide tackles 
also prevented dozens of potential 

goals by senate’s strikers.
Student senate vice president 

Alicia Smit thought that the game 
was a great  way to foster cama-
raderie between dispa-
rate student organizations  
at Calvin.

“It was a great reminder 
that sportsmanlike inter-
student-org competition 
still exists on campus,” 
Smit said.

Regarding the iconic 
photo (pictured bottom 
right) showing her depleted 
after the game, Smit said, 
“I collapsed in defeat be-
cause the first thing I could 
think of was how long 
Chimes would gloat over  
this victory.”

Addison Smith, finance 
chair of student organiza-
tions, refereed the game, 
ensuring that the play-
ers fol lowed the r u les  
and avoided unsportsman-
like conduct.

“I felt terribly honored to 
referee this game,” Smith 
said. “It was a hard-fought 
match with two teams 
who were more passionate  
than myself.”

The two teams plan to make 
the Chimes versus student senate 
soccer game a tradition that con-
tinues for many years.

Student senate executive vice president Alicia Smit collapses in defeat as Chimes players celebrate.
PHOTO BY HAYLEY COX

Campus safety is looking for a group of four to five college-aged white males who used a sledgehammer to destroy sign
repeated behavior.”

Students can anonymously 
report information about a crime 
through Silent Observer. Corner 
is encouraging people at Calvin 
to step forward if they have any 
information that can assist cam-
pus safety in their search for  
the vandals.

“If anybody knows anything or 
has seen anything, either contact 
campus safety or submit a silent 
observer tip — those are great 
ways to help us out,” he said. 
“As we get more information 
[about the vandalism], we’ll try 
to release that information to  
the community.”

Vandals have smashed the “Heart and Hand” seal on the Calvin College sign on the East Beltline.
PHOTO COURTESY CAMPUS SAFETY

Striker Ruthy Berends fights to take the ball from Alicia Smit.

David Kuenzi,  Calvin’s student senate 
executive president submits to editor 
in chief Ryan Struyk.

PHOTO BY HAYLEY COX

PHOTO BY HAYLEY COX
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It couldn’t happen without this great community, the 
people, the artists, the food culture and walkability of Eastown.

John Hanson, “Lamplight”

BY MATTHEW SCHANCK
Staff Writer

Live music,  f r iends  a nd 
food, all inside the homes of 
Eastown. This is the premise of 
the Lamplight Music Festival.

The Lamplight Music Festival 
is three days of house shows, 
food and workshops in Eastown 
on the weekend of Nov. 1. This 
year marks the festival’s second 
year of existence. John Hanson, 
an Eastown resident, is one of 
the founders and organizers of 
the festival.

The festival was founded as 
a continuation of what already 
happens in Eastown, Hanson 
said. He said his experience as 
a musician and his exposure to 
different types of shows inf lu-
enced why he chose to help found 
the festival.

“I value house shows the most 
because there is a genuine quality 
that is worth more than money,” 
Hanson said, “There is a genuine 
connection between artists and 
the audience.”

A house show is a performance 
by a band inside a person’s house. 
The show is either held in the 
front room or basement, depend-
ing on how the house is set up.

Justin Majetich, a recently 
graduated Calvin student and a 
house show host and performer 
at this year’s festival, shared 
Hanson’s sent iments about
 house shows.

“House venues, which are 
so evocative of the localized 
Eastown culture, blur the lines 
between a hangout and a festival, 
very homey,” Majetich said.

This year the organizers asked 
five residents to open up their 
homes to the festival. The five 
houses were given names for 
the festival. 

The houses were called the 
Bird House, Hen House (both 
located on Benjamin Street), 
Neighborhood House, Waff le 
House and House of Pancake 
(these three houses were located 
on Sigsbee Street). The houses’ 
residents had to do some prepara-
tion work for the festival.

Hosting a house show for 
the festival is not a hard task, 
Majetich said. The only require-
ments are to clean up the house 
a little bit and open the doors, 
Majetich said, and the organizers 
did the rest of the work.

On Saturday, all the afternoon 
and early evening shows were 
held in the Bird House and the 
Neighborhood House, which 
are front room venues. All the 
late evening shows were held in 
either the Waff le House or the 
House of Pancake, which are 
basement venues.

Eric Domke, a festival attend-
ee, enjoyed the informal environ-
ment of the festival.

“It’s a different way to ex-
perience music,” Domke said, 
“It allows you to talk to peo-
ple, audience and performers 
more comfortably.”

Mandolin Orange, from Chapel 
Hill, North Carolina, performed 
at the Bird House before an audi-
ence of more than 20 people who 
crammed into the space. The band 
performed acoustically.

Andrew Marlin, one of the 
t wo members of  Mandol in 
Orange, said he enjoys these types 

of venues.
“We’ve done house shows 

before,” said Marlin. “It is cool 
that people here are interested in 
different styles of music and that 
people are willing to listen.”

The festival showcases many 
different styles of music, including 
Spanish rock, folk, folk rock, rap, 
free-style poetry, dark rock and 
many other styles. Showcasing 
the different styles of music is 
part of the goals of the organizers, 
Hanson said. He also mentioned 
the festival was organized by a 
small group of people.

“As simple as it is, myself and 
few other people carry the show-
case,” Hanson said, “and if we 
aren’t excited then we don’t ex-
pect other people to be excited.”

The festival cost $15 for a one-
day pass and $35 for a weekend 
pass. None of the money returns 
to the organizers, Hanson said. 
All the money goes to the bands, 
food, people who provide ser-
vices, and for materials, like the 
website, he said.

Hanson said he doesn’t believe 
the festival could happen without 
the Eastown community.

“It couldn’t happen without 
this great community, the people, 
the artists, the food culture and 
walkability of Eastown,” Hanson 
said, “It couldn’t be possible 
without DITGR [Do It Together 
Grand Rapids], a new embodi-
ment carrying the torch of the 
house show scene in the city.”

Hanson said he believes any-
one can change their community.

“I would like to tell people to 
do the same thing,” Hanson said. 
“Make stuff, make it up, make 
this place what you want it to be.”

BY JERONICA ANDREWS
Staff Writer

C r o w d s  l i n e d  u p  i n 
Woodland Mall for a spe-
cial treat on Halloween as 
H&M opened its f irst West 
M ic h i g a n  s t o r e  he r e  i n 
Grand Rapids. 

A live DJ playing the lat-
est hits and the promise of a 
chance to win $300 worth of 
shopping was enough to keep 
the crowds coming. 

Customers who were first in 
line before doors opened and 
first in line for checkout were 
given coupons for discounts 
and freebies such as T-shirts 
and gloves.

The store, which spans a 
total of 19,000 square feet, is 
divided into different sections 
that each cater to a specific 
group of people.

The store sells clothing and 
accessories for men, wom-
en, teenagers, children and
expectant mothers. 

H&M is short for Hennes 
& Mauritz, a Sweden based 
clothing company that started 
in 1947. 

It is best known for its af-
ford able  Eu ropea n s t yle 
clothing. The store has a 
total of 3,000 stores in 53 
markets worldwide. 

The Grand Rapids store 
will be H&M's seventh store 
in Michigan according to 
its website. 

According to a 2012 Forbes 
report, H&M is the world's 
s e c o nd  l a r ge s t  c lo t h i n g 
r e t a i le r  b eh i nd  Spa n i sh 

clothing retailer Zara.
For many Calvin students 

who awaited H&M's Grand 
Rapids branch, the new store 
is welcomed.

“I was very excited for the 
opening because H&M has 
been one of my staple stores 
to  v i s i t  whe neve r  I  a m i n 
another city,” said 2013 alumna 
Taylor Vanderveen. 

“I love that I will be able to 
shop at H&M in GR now, even 
though it makes it a little bit less 
special to go to another city,” 
she said. 

Senior Esther Hui also ex-
pressed enthusiasm for H&M's 
arrival in Grand Rapids.

“I  was super  exc ited for 
H&M to open in Grand Rapids 
because I have always lived in 
cities that had a store,” she said. 
“It was really weird for me to 
live in Grand Rapids for the last 
three years without an H&M 
near by.”

She wondered why the re-
tai ler took so long to reach
Grand Rapids.

“I am very surprised it took so 
long to get here,” Hui said. “But 
I am glad to have a piece of home 
here now.”

While some students expressed 
excitement at the new store, some 
were disappointed the store has 
come to Grand Rapids.

“I don't think I wi l l shop 
at H&M anymore because it is 
so close now,” senior Sam Lee 
said. “I feel like everyone will be 
wearing the same thing.”

Due to company policy, store 
employees in Grand Rapids 
were unable to comment to the 
press in regards to this article.

Eastown hosts Lamplight Festival Retailer comes to GR
H&M opens in Woodland MallFestival features live music in house venues

BY CARISSA VANHAITSMA
Staff Writer 

The Affordable Care Act, 
most  common ly k now n as 
“Obamacare,” is a controver-
sial topic in politics and also 
for many people of faith. Right 
to Life Michigan recently filed 
a federal lawsuit against the 
Affordable Care Act. The lawsuit 
targets specific legislators in the 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services.

Right to Life is a national 
organization whose mission 
is “to protect and defend the 
most f undamenta l r ight of 
humankind, the right to life of 
every innocent human being 
from the beginning of life to 
natural death.” Right to Life 
Michigan is the branch of Right 
to Life located in Michigan.

The Affordable Care Act man-
dates birth control coverage; 
Right to Life Michigan takes is-
sue with the required coverage of 
all forms of birth control. 

Ed Rivet, legislative direc-
tor for Right to Life Michigan, 
explained why the lawsuit was 
f i led and what par ts of the 
Affordable Care Act he believes 
are unconstitutional.

“It’s not that the law is uncon-
stitutional, per se, but that imple-
mentation of the law violates 
our constitutional rights,” Rivet 
said. “There is nothing in the 
law that says abor t ion and 
bir th control should be cov-
ered, but it is how the law is 
being implemented. 

The law could have passed and 
they could have decided not to 
require coverage of all forms of 
birth control, but they are.” 

Right to Life Michigan op-
poses all forms of birth control 
whose use could result in an 
abortion, including “Ella,” a 
birth control pill that can cause 
abortions, and the intrauterine 
device (IUD). 

Rivet did not state Right to 

Life’s position on the morning 
after pill, saying, “the jury is still 
out on that one.” 

The lawsuit claims that Right 
to Life Michigan’s freedom of 
religion and freedom of speech is 
being violated by the Affordable 

Care Act, in forcing the organi-
zation to provide coverage for 
all forms of birth control, even 
though they do not believe in 
specific types. 

Rivet says that Right to Life 
Michigan is in a unique position 
because they are neither a reli-

gious company, nor a business.
“This is a unique issue for 

us because we are not a busi-
ness, and we are not affiliated 
with the church, but we are an 
organization focused on pro-
tecting human life,” Rivet said. 

“Our issue with [the Affordable 
Care Act] has a narrow focus, 
in that we only oppose specific 
kinds of birth control. We are 
also in a unique position in that 
the law forces us to violate our 
organization’s mission.”

Right to Life Michigan joins 

many businesses and organiza-
tions with lawsuits filed against 
the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services.

Rivet also mentioned Right 
to Life Michigan’s reason for the 
lawsuit, saying that he does not 

believe it was the federal govern-
ment’s right to require coverage 
of all birth control.

“This was an extreme over-
reach for the federal government 
to say that we have to provide this 
coverage,” Rivet said, “especially 
when this coverage conflicts with 
our mission. 

We are not given the discre-
tion to decide. It’s offensive to 
people whether it is their reli-
gious beliefs, their morals, or 
their organizational mission. 
In this case, the Obama adminis-
tration has gone too far.” 

In addition to the lawsuit filed 
on Nov. 4, Right to Life Michigan 
began a petition in June 2013 sup-
porting the “Abortion Insurance 
Opt-Out Act.” The organization 
needed to collect 258,088 signa-
tures in 180 days. 

R i g ht  to  L i fe  M ic h i g a n 
submit ted the pet it ion with 
315,000 signatures, two months 
before the deadline. 

This petit ion would al low 
Michigan to join 23 other states 
that have opted out of abortion 
coverage, as long as the majority 
of Michigan’s Senate and House 
uphold the Act. 

Rivet said that the petition 
dealt specifically with abortion 
coverage through the Affordable 
Care Act, and the lawsuit deals 
with contraception coverage 
through the act.

“The petition and the lawsuit 
deal with two entirely differ-
ent issues, both involving [the 
Affordable Care Act],” Rivet 
said. “The pet it ion is about 
abor t ion be i ng covered by 
healthcare. According to the 
Affordable Care Act, it is the ability 
o f  t he  s t a t e  to  o p t- ou t  o f 
abortion coverage.”

315,000 Michigan residents signed the “Abortion Insurance Opt-Out Act” petition in June 2013. 
FILE PHOTO

Right to Life files lawsuit against Obamacare
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It’s a living, breathing, shaking and baking place.

Robert Smith, “Yellowstone”

BY PETER WIDITZ
Staff Writer

One of the greatest medical 
achievements of all time is 
considered to be the discovery 
and isolation of antibiotics. 
They have become associated 
with technological progress 
and have become a symbol of 
human ingenuity.

In 1943, penicillin was first 
used to treat wounded soldiers 
and by 1946 it cost 55 cents per 
dose. Penicillin was cheap, 
safe to take and was considered 
to be a “magic bullet.”

Ever since their discov-
ery, ant ibiot ics have 
been considered a 
miracle drug capa-
ble of curing any-
th ing the world 
of disease could 
throw at it. The 
media, the public 
and the scientific 
community could 
not  have  bee n 
more wrong.

It is important 
to understand that 
medicinal antibiotics 
have only been around 
for  about 80 yea rs. 
Within that time frame, 
the genetic development of 
millions of bacteria, viruses, 
archaea, parasites and fungi 
have been drastically altered 
with the introduction of me-
dicinal antibiotics.

Since medicinal antibiotics 
are a relatively recent phe-
nomenon, there is still much 
which is not understood about 
their long term impact on 
the microbial world. The en-
tire world around us is cov-
ered in microbes, from the 
paper or screen on which you 
are reading this to the skin 
on your body. It is a “micro 
universe” filled with exotic 
life forms that live together 
in community.

However, in order for these 
communities to survive and 
evolve, they must be able to 
protect themselves and their 
fuel sources.  Most microbes 
have a chemical defense sys-
tem made up of small proteins 
called defensins. Defensins 
are an example of naturally 
occurring antibiotics that most 
microbes use.

Whenever we hear about 
antibiotics in the press, we hear 
about laboratory produced 
antibiotics that have been for-
mulated for medicinal use, 
such as the common penicillin 
variant, amoxicillin. The story 
is usually set up so that there 
is a horrible bacterium that is 

going to destroy the world and 
that the valiant antibiotic is going 
to destroy it.

Popular media makes it seem 
like antibiotics are smart bombs 
that selectively target and destroy 
the bad bacteria and leave the 
good cells around them alone.  In 
reality, most antibiotics are like 
indiscriminate nuclear bombs 
that wipe out whole populations 
of bacteria — both good and bad 
— and leave behind debris and 
poisonous chemicals.

Before I progress any further 
I want to establish that there is 

such a thing as good 
bacteria. For 

example, 
the hu-

man 

gas-
troin-
testinal 
tract is load-
ed with bacteria that enable 
us to digest our food and gain 
nutrients. Without these bacteria, 
we would not be able to properly 
digest our food and would suffer 
severe medical problems.

About 98 percent of bacteria 
that come into contact with the 
human body each day are not 
harmful to us; in many cases 
these bacteria are beneficial to us, 
such as the bacteria in the intes-
tines. When you take antibiotics 
when you are sick, the antibiotic 
does not seek out and destroy 
only the harmful bacteria, but it 
destroys many of the bacteria that 

BY NATASHA STRYDHORST
Staff Writer

At 80 kilometers long and 
20 wide, Yellowstone National 
Park’s magma reserve measures 
are two and a half times the pre-
vious estimate. The park housing 
this large cache is located at the 
junction of Wyoming, Montana 
and Idaho in a mountainous 
region renowned for the geysers 
and hot springs stemming from 
the heat of its magma reservoir. 
Robert Smith, a geophysicist at 
the University of Utah, suggests 
this massive repository may be 
the largest body of molten rock 
yet imaged.

But the region’s resident mag-
ma blob isn’t the only feature 
distinguishing the park. “It’s a 
living, breathing, shaking and 
baking place,” Smith reports, 
and is known for its frequent 
earthquakes. While the most 
recent volcanic eruption in the 
region is estimated to have oc-
curred 70,000 years ago, the last 
earthquake of a magnitude above 
7.0 struck within living memory, 
resulting in the deaths of 28 
people in 1959.

 The seismic activity of fre-
quent, smaller magnitude earth-
quakes has provided a valuable 
data set to scientists involved 
with the mapping of the magma 
body below the park’s surface. 
Seismic wave data collected from 
over 4,500 earthquakes was used 
to map the layout of the rock (sol-
id and molten) by the difference 
in the rate of wave transference 
between the two mediums, which 
can be logged by a seismometer.

When an earthquake strikes 
(regardless of its magnitude), 
it releases energy waves in every 
direction from the epicenter. 
These are the seismic waves, 

and they travel more quickly 
through solid than molten rock. 
Even if the quake in question 
is imperceptible to human sens-
es, a seismometer can pick up 
the minute differences in seismic 
waves to determine what medium 
they traveled through to reach 
the ground surface. It is thanks 
to the thousands of minor earth-
quakes that researchers can 
collect data on the volcanic prop-
erties of Yellowstone National 
Park. By compiling and ana-
lyzing this data, Jamie Farrell, 
a researcher at the University 
of Utah, was able to map the 
r e s e r vo i r  a t  t he  ce n te r  o f 
the park.

The magma cache f ills the 
underground space below the 
caldera (a collapsed depression 
resulting from several major vol-
canic episodes in the past 2,000 
millennia) and extends slightly 
farther on the northeast side. It 
consists of a rock structure resem-
bling a vast sponge that contains 
about six to eight percent molten 
rock and is overlaid with five to 
10 kilometers of colder, brittle, 
solid rock prone to fracturing in 
earthquake events. Small quakes 
have been detected in the park — 
occurring in intervals separated 
by as few as several seconds (more 
frequent by far than the more 
conspicuous geyser eruptions). 
It is suggested that these minor 
earthquakes serve as pressure-
releases for the force created by 
the build-up of volcanic fluids in 
the earth’s crust.

Frequent, minute earthquakes 
are convenient for gathering data 
on the park’s volcanic and other 
geologic elements, but also indi-
cate a hazardous instability in the 
region. Smith warns that massive 
quakes remain a greater risk to 
Yellowstone National Park than 
a volcanic eruption.

it comes in contact with, includ-
ing bacteria that are beneficial to 
the body.

After the antibiotic treatment 
has concluded, the surviving bac-
teria in the body begin to multiply 
and fill the old spaces where the 
dead bacteria used to be. The re-
sult is a new community of bacte-
ria. New genes will be exchanged 
among cells, and if there are any 
of the harmful bacteria that were 
somehow resistant to the antibi-
otic, these resistant bacteria can 
now increase in number. This is 
how antibiotic resistant bacteria 
such as Menicillin Resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) 
have developed.

Over the past 20 years, anti-
biotics have surged in their pre-
scription rate and sometimes are 
even used as marketing gimmicks 
to parents of young children, such 
as in antibiotic covered play sets. 
The rate of antibiotic resistant 
pathogens has correlated with 
the surge in the applications 
of antibiotics.

There is a natural balance of 
power within the microbial world 
between microbes, and in some 
cases where antibiotics are over-
used, this balance of power be-
tween the microbes is disrupted.

Scientists have taken notice 
of the alarming number of an-
tibiotic resistant organisms and 
are trying to both formulate new 
antibiotics and to contain the 

spread of antibiotic resistant 
organisms. Hospitals have 

become ground zero for 
antibiotic resistant bac-
teria including the bac-
terium responsible for 
the highest number of 
hospital acquired in-
fections, Clostridium 
difficile.

A new strain of 
Clostridium difficile 
has recently emerged 

that is resistant to some 
of the more powerful 

antibiotics, such as cipro-
floxacin and levofloxacin. 

The CDC recently released 
a threat report warning of the 

increase in antibiotic resistant 
bacteria, focusing on improving 
medical and healthcare practices 
to combat the spread of disease.

However, it is important that 
everyone understand that they 
too can help prevent the spread 
of disease by practicing good 
hygiene, taking a day off from 
work or school when sick and 
keeping up on vaccines for bac-
terial infections. Antibiotics are 
sometimes very necessary and 
can be lifesaving, so it is impor-
tant not to forget this. However, 
too much of a good thing can be 
unnecessary and, in the case of 
antibiotics, harmful.

Yellowstone magma measured Bacteria develop resistance to antibiotics

Bacteria (below) resist 
antibiotics.

Yellowstone’s Steamboat Geyser is the tallest active geyser in 
the world with spouts in excess of 300 feet.
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Not too long ago — at a 
dinner with friends — I was 
asked where I was from. I 
calmly responded that I am 
from Indonesia. After some 
short conversation my friend 
proceeded to ask, “I hope you 
won’t find this offensive, but 
how do you speak English so 
well?” Upon hearing that ques-
tion I laughed and replied that 
I grew up in the U.S. for nearly 
eight years before spending the 
next decade in an international 
school in Jakarta.

This was not the first time I 
have been asked this question. 

TCK THE LIFE AND TIMES OF A

THIRD CULTURE KID
BY ALDEN HARTOPO

Campus News Co-Editor

PHOTO COURTESY ALDEN HARTOPO

Alden Hartopo in front of the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia, 
where he spent part of his childhood.

PHOTO COURTESY KHUSHBOO GULABRAI

Khushboo Gulabrai is an Indian student from Singapore who grew up in South Korea before 
moving to the U.S. to attend Calvin.

What is a 
TCK?

“A Third Culture Kid (TCK) is 
a person who has spent a 
significant part of his or her 
developmental years outside 
the parents’ culture. The TCK 
frequently builds relation-
ships to all of the cultures, 
while not having full owner-
ship in any.”
- Sociologist David C. Pollock

Countless times I get the 
bewildered expression when 
a newly introduced strang-
er remarks how f luent my 
English is and I in turn explain 
once more the story behind 
the accent. In fact, I was re-
cently introduced to a fellow 
Indonesian who asked me if I 
spent any time in Indonesia at 
all. In contrast to the majority 
of international students, my 
fluent American accent throws 
off any hint of the possibility 
that I am not from this land. 
When it comes down to it I 
am just another third culture 
kid, born in Indonesia to an 
Indonesian family who grew 
up in Philadelphia for a sig-
nificant part of my childhood, 
returned to my home country 
and am now in Grand Rapids 
for my third year of college.

For those of you who may 
not know what this means, 
a third culture kid (TCK) is 
a term coined by sociologist 
Ruth Hill Useem which refers 
to an individual who has spent 
a significant number of years 
outside their parents’ culture. 
Unlike many TCKs I am not 
a missionary kid, a military 
brat or from a business family; 
rather I was in Philadelphia 
for the bulk of my time as my 
dad completed his masters and 
doctorate studies.

When you ask many mis-
sionary kids where they are 
from, you might f ind that 
that s t udent i s unable to 
name a specific nation as a  
result of living in multiple 
places. Fortunately in my case, 
I simply have the option of 
two hometowns: Philadelphia 
and Jakarta. Though I would 
ultimately call Indonesia home 
due to my passport, I have at 
times replied Philadelphia for 

the fun of it because it was that 
convincing to pass as a citizen 
from either country.

A common dif f iculty that  
TCKs experience is the iden-
tification of a sense of belong-
ing. Since English is my first 
language, when I returned to 
Indonesia I was confronted with 
the challenge of being labeled 
as a foreigner in my own moth-
erland. My inability to speak 
fluent Indonesian had alienated 
me from my fellow countrymen.

When I started fresh in college 
I was able to quickly transition 
from being labeled as an inter-
national student because of my 
fluency in English. If you never 
asked, you may have never real-
ized that I was international. 
A question on a recent survey 
I distributed to co-workers re-
garding my origins revealed that 
my American colleagues who 
were unaware of my citizenship 
chose Asian-American as my 
ethnic group rather than solely 
Asian. Many of my friends have 
told me that if they never knew 
where I was from they would 
have assumed that I was Asian-
American from the way I speak 
and behave.

Nevertheless, I remain an out-
sider to any American because 
I didn’t entirely grow up in this 
land. Although my lifestyle, cul-
ture and accent allowed me to fit 
in, I wasn’t familiar with many of 
the terms, brands and sayings. I 
grew up in a different world than 
them yet I was still able to cling 
on and fit in. Likewise, I was a 

foreigner in Indonesia, growing 
up with a western background 
and education and carrying an 
accent in the language. So where 
do I really belong? In reality this 
confusion is the essence of being 
a TCK — the lack of a sense of 
belonging. The thought of a fu-
ture here or there has remained a 
pressing issue that I have not yet 
decided on. After being here for 
nearly three years, this place has 

steadily become more and more 
a home.

Here at Calvin I share this 
identity with dozens of students 
who have experienced a similar 
or more diverse background. As 
TCKs we more readily accept oth-
er cultures, having gone through 
a plethora of engagements with 
various other cultures ranging 
from an individual like myself 
who lived in both eastern and 
western cultures to a missionary 
kid who may call five different 
countries home. At Calvin we 
embrace both sides of the spec-
trum. For TCKs, we shift easily 
between groups of internationals 
and Americans and are able to 
easily adapt and participate in 
either group. At Calvin we are 
everywhere; we take out the in-
ternational part of ourselves when 
we are with others like us, and we 
can embrace our roots and heri-
tage during those international-
themed events while reflecting a 
different personality elsewhere.

We, the prototype citizens of 
the future (according to sociolo-
gist Ted Ward), are given a gift 
and a blessing. We have been 
gifted with the opportunity of 
swimming through a pool of 
multicultural diversity. We have 
been given the capacity to become 
leaders in a community, a bridge 
for both parties. At Calvin I have 
learned to employ that gift in my 
participation at Chimes by bring-
ing out the diverse stories we have 
at Calvin.

Khushboo Gulabrai, a junior 
at Calvin and fellow TCK, also 
comes from a diverse background. 
She is an Indian from Singapore 
who lived in Korea and is now liv-
ing in the U.S. Her story reflects 
a journey that many third culture 
students, including myself, share.

“While most third culture 
kids constantly move around, 
adapting in new environments, 
I have stayed in one place my 
whole life,” said Gulabrai. “Being 
born and raised in Seoul, I have 
always found that to be my home; 
however, Koreans obviously 
think of me as a foreigner. I con-
stantly found myself having to 
make new friends because all my 

friends would move every year. 
While they were able to move 
to a different place and start 
anew, I was stuck to make new 
friends in an old place. I was in 
an environment where I didn’t 
look like anybody.”

C o m i n g  i n t o  C a l v i n , 
Gulabrai talks about how the 
change exacerbated her al-
ready confused identity.

“A lot of third culture kids, 
including myself, find them-
selves dealing with the issue of 
displacement. They don’t see 
their belonging in the world 
and have a hard time defining 
home. They don’t know where 
they should go after their edu-
cation or even during summer 
break. They struggle main-
taining friendships because 
they have friends all over their 
world. It’s like being in a con-
stant long distance relationship 
with everyone you love and 
care about,” she said.

T h o u g h  l i v i n g  a s  a 
t h i rd  c u l t u re  k id  b r i ngs 
for th an exciting prospect  
of immersing oneself into a 
pool of different cultures, there 
remains a downside.

“I’ve found it  d i f f icu lt 
to accept  t hat  I  have no 
place I can call home,” said 
Gulabrai. “I’ve st ruggled 
with the uncertainty of not 
knowing where my parents  
are going to be in the future, 
where I’m going to be, where I 
can get a job, what visa I need 
to work here and there.”

Like Gulabrai and many 
others,  third culture kids have 
learned to embrace the unique 
identity that we have been 
blessed with. We carry the 
experiences of our life journey 
close to our hearts and it is 
those experiences and oppor-
tunities that have formed who 
we are today. Wherever we are, 
we have learned to make that 
place our home.

“It’s scary not having a phys-
ical place we can call home,” 
said Gulabrai. “But at the same 
time, third culture kids have 
learned that home isn’t a place 
— it’s the people in it.”
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I believe the whole story is a social commentary on the ever 
widening divide between the rich and the poor.

BY SIERRA SAVELA
Staff Writer

What happens when the num-
ber of humans on earth exceeds 
the amount that can actually fit 
on the planet? What will we do 
when there are just too many 
people? “Elysium” explores 
the approaching doom of over-
population and what it could 
possibly mean for our future.
   In the year 2154, the wealthy 
have abandoned our planet and 
colonized a man-made space 
station called Elysium, while the 
rest of the human race resides on 
a crumbling earth. The cosmic 
paradise includes machines that 
have the ability to heal and pro-
long life. Max (Matt Damon), a 
resident of earth, given five days 
to live, decides to lead a mission 
up to Elysium in order to heal 
himself and others close to death. 
However, this is made difficult 
by secretary Delacourt (Jodie 
Foster), a resident of Elysium, 
who fiercely imposes strict im-
migration laws in order to keep 
the earthlings out and preserve 
their luxurious way of life.

The movie is quite action-
packed and it definitely enter-
tains. The visual ef fects are 
splendid — the space station 
is beautiful and awe-inspiring. 
Visually, the contrast between 
the beautiful, silver Elysium and 
the brown, ruined earth is stark. 
This contrast really parallels 
and highlights the two different 
lifestyles and conditions of the 
rich and poor. Earth is ridden 
with crime and houses that are 
falling apart — everything is 
dusty and bare. The citizens 
work in factories to make things 
for Elysium; every government 
worker has been replaced by 
a robot. Elysium is filled with 
trees, water and sparkling white 
mansions. The citizens wear 
nice clothes and go to parties.
   This movie deals with some 

heavy subjects. I believe the whole 
story is a social commentary on 
the ever widening divide between 
the rich and the poor. The rich get 
richer and the poor get poorer. 
“Elysium” gives its audience a 
glimpse into the future to see 
what it might possibly hold if we 
continue in this pattern. 

I have to say that I find any 

movie or book dealing with the is-
sue of overpopulation quite inter-
esting. It’s a frightening issue that 
people don’t typically talk about. 
The earth can only sustain so 
many people, and the human race 
keeps on multiplying at a quicker 
rate. “Elysium” gives its take on 
what humanity’s future may con-
sist of when it reaches that point.
   The movie’s premise may be 
deep, but the dialogue and acting 
are shallow. As a villain drunk 

with power, Foster is not pleas-
ing to watch. The level of inten-
sity in her face and voice drops 
to the point where it became 
ridiculous and I could not 
take her character seriously.
The scr ipt has it s cheesy 
parts as well. The inevitable 
romance seems forced and 
far-fetched. Many exciting 

scenes were interrupted by 
tacky dialogue that ruined 
potentially intense moments.
    The movie has some really im-
portant subject matter dealing 
with overpopulation and the 
divide between extreme wealth 
and extreme poverty. It is an 
exciting movie, but the cheesy 
acting and far-fetched plot 
points become its downfall.
   “Elysium” will be playing on 
Nov. 9 in the CFAC at 7 p.m.

FILE PHOTO

‘Elysium’ wastes an intriguing story
Sci-fi film will be playing in the CFAC on Saturday night

Hyped album disappoints

Mysterious re-imagining of ‘Dracula’ gets off to decent start
NBC’s version of the Bram Stoker tale stars Jonathan Rhys Meyers and airs on Fridays at 10 p.m.

‘Reflektor’ is Arcade Fire’s fourth album

BY ROSELLE PAZ LANDOY
Staff Writer

Forget about those Cullens and 
the diaries — it’s time to talk about 
the original vampire: Dracula.
    “Dracula” starts in the coun-
try of Romania in 1881, where 
viewers meet two explorers as 
they drop into what seems to be a 
grave — a very eerie-looking one, 
to be exact. On top of the coffin 
is a monstrous figure and around 
it are images that are more than 
a bit disturbing.

One explorer, viewers dis-
cover, is simply looking for trea-
sure. The other, however, is 
there for something else. He 
runs his hand across the im-
ages, as if recognizing them. 
The two begin to destroy the 
coffin. When a part of its wall 
collapses, viewers are treated 
to view of the grotesque corpse.
      A little bit (okay, a lot) of blood 
later and the corpse comes to life.

Fast forward to London, 1896 
where the newly alive corpse is 
American industrialist Alexander 
Grayson (Jonathan Rhys Meyers) 
who is holding a grand party 
to reveal his latest discovery.
  After mingling with his guests, 
Grayson introduces the con-

cept of a geomagnetic power 
source.  W hi le it  impresses 
most people in the par ty, it 
threatens the big economists 
— one even calls him a fraud.
      Viewers find out it was 
Grayson who killed the man 
and that he is trying to find 
the leader of a group called the 
Order of the Dragon.

Several events happen soon 
after: vampires are suspected 
to be back in Britain, Grayson 
gets interviewed by journalist 
Jonathan Harker, professor 
Van Helsing is introduced, 
Mina Murray, a medical stu-
dent, confesses her problems 
with surgical procedures and 
Grayson spends a little time 
with a Lady Jane.

The moment that viewers 
were waiting for come soon 
after as Grayson gets into a 
fight with Hermann Kruger 
who, on his deathbed, says to 
Grayson, “You are Dracula.”
    A little while later, viewers 
f ind out that Professor Van 
Helsing was the explorer who 
raised Dracula from the dead, 
and, for the past 10 years, he 
and Dracula have built up a 
business to eventually thwart 
t he  O rd e r  o f  t he  D ra gon .
  “Drac u la” re t ur ns to the 

age of the original vampires 
where vegetarianism isn’t an 
option and their sk in burns 
in the sunlight. The show is 
dark, mysterious and beautiful.

      NBC went all out and undoubt-
edly spent a lot of money on the 
show, as is evident in the party 
scene. They created a beautiful 
ballroom setting, complete with 
extravagant gowns that I wish 
existed in my closet.

While the show received good 
ratings and people tuned in to 
watch, the future of the show is 
a bit unclear. There is no doubt 
that there is a certain lure to 

the show that would keep audi-
ences coming back, but some 
people are just not pleased.
   I, for one, am both attracted 
to it and a bit wary of it. The 
return of original vampires, the 
science that is incorporated in 

the show and the beauty of the 
setting amuses me; however, so 
far, the plot doesn’t quite bring 
me in enough to keep watching. 
And, personally, I don’t always 

feel the 1800s setting.
    Finally, I admit that the concept 
of vampires, old or new, is really 
starting to get a little old.

Will I watch future episodes? 
Maybe — at least to see if it gets 
better and interests me further.

FILE PHOTO

BY JONATHAN HIELKEMA
Staff Writer

God bless U2. Perhaps the last 
rock band to achieve universal 
cultural relevance, they have 
spawned a veritable army of sin-
cere, quasi-spiritual successors 
to carry their mantle into the 
21st century, while Bono buries 
himself more and more in conde-
scending charity projects. Arcade 
Fire has managed to retain a 
cache of credibility through-
out its four albums. While I 
have never loved any of their 
albums, their latest “Reflektor” 
is the first to be truly irritating, 
mostly because it squanders 
both a stylistic twist and the 
formidable talents of producer 
James Murphy on the most tire-
some “dance” record of the year.
   Spanning two discs, 13 songs and 
75 minutes of music, “Reflektor” 
was released with an avalanche 
of hype and corporate-sponsored 
guerrilla marketing. The first 
review released was a rapturous 
hymn of praise in Rolling Stone, 
comparing this turgid and murky 
mass to greats like “Achtung 
Baby” and Radiohead’s “Kid A.”

The comparison to the former 
makes a degree of sense, as this 
album, like U2 on “Achtung,” 
captures a band going through 
a transition and trying on both 
new stylistic ideas and a sense 
of irony. Arcade Fire, however, 
wears its irony uncomfortably, 
failing to channel its bitterness 
into playfulness. Instead, they 
retain the mirthless sincerity for 
which they are notorious, capi-
talizing on well-worn influences 
and scoring cheap emotional 
points the way a hack film di-
rector tries to wring tears from 
their audience’s eyes by zooming 
in on abandoned teddy bears.
   Songs stretch on far too long, 
pounding sermons about the 
shallowness of digital culture, the 
cruelty of “normals” and the in-

sensitivity of missionaries. Butler, 
never a lyrical genius, plumbs the 
primordial depths of his reservoir 
of hamfisted phrases. Some of 
those lines, like the main refrain 
from “Flashbulb Eyes,” made me 
do a double-take. Butler croons, 
“What if the camera really do 
take your soul?” On “Normal 
Person,” the most mainstream 
rock band of our time bristles at 
all the normal people — espe-
cially at how cool they are, oddly 
enough — and asks if there is any-
thing as cruel as a normal person. 

Early on, in “We Exist,” Butler 
reiterates one of the oldest com-
plaints of pampered rock stars: 
their audiences don’t respect 
them enough. While it’s not 
as bold-faced as Roger Waters’ 
assertion that rock shows are 
fascist rallies in disguise, it also 
lacks panache or justification.
   Butler’s wife and fellow lead 
singer Regine Chassaigne has 
a far more muted presence on 
this album than on previous 
ones, which leaves Butler trying 
to contort his voice to work on 
disco beats. Even though those 
beats normally hang around mid-
tempo, he simply cannot manage 
it, draining all of the fun even out 
of songs like “Here Comes the 
Night Time (Part 1),” by far the 
best track on the record. 

That song, which ends with 
Arcade Fire letting loose in a fiery 
burst of joy, represents both the 
high point on “Reflektor” and a 
cruel reminder of what could have 
been a triumph. Even a cameo  by 
David Bowie merely reinforces 
my impression that this whole 
enterprise is derivative and dull. 
Though on the first and title track 
you can hear James Murphy’s 
inf luence coming through with 
a respectable disco pulse, that is 
one of the few songs that remains 
danceable for any length of time. 
This is serious business, and un-
fortunately Arcade Fire fails to 
conjure up the needed gravitas or 
skill to make it work.
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Even though I can’t always see where [my teammates] 
are, I’m very confident they’re giving 100 percent.

Cassie Vince,  “XC victorious”

BY JACOB KUYVENHOVEN
Sports Co-Editor

The Calvin College men’s bas-
ketball team enters the 2013-14 
season coming off one of their 
best years in recent memory, 
where they won 20 games for 
the first time since 2006, won 
the MIAA and advanced to the 
NCAA Tournament’s round of 
16 for the first time since 2005.

The Knights have the talent 
and depth to continue this success 
this year, but some players will 
have to step up. The biggest holes 
to in the roster were left by two 
prolific scorers who graduated 

this past spring: Tom Snikkers 
and Bryan Powell.  

A key to maintaining this 
scoring presence will be junior 
shooting guard Jordan Brink, the 
only returning starter from the 
backcourt. Brink averaged 10.4 
points per game last year and has 
been a consistent force for Calvin 
when healthy. Senior Jordan 
Mast and junior TJ Huizenga will 
also figure to receive significant 
playing time on the wing.

The starting point guard spot 
is still up for grabs, and find-
ing a dependable replacement 
will be important for the team. 

Kyle MacDonald, a junior trans-
fer from Jackson Community 
College, and sophomores Jordan 
Daley and Austin Parks, figure 
to be the main contenders for 
the job, but freshmen Danny 
Leach and Brad Visser are expect-
ed to garner playing time right 
away as well.

A definite area of strength for 
Calvin’s team this year should be 
their frontcourt rotation, as the 
Knights return four players who 
received significant minutes dur-
ing last year’s run. 

Senior center Tyler Kruis 
and junior power forward Tyler 
Dykstra are both returning start-
ers. Kruis averaged 12.3 points 

and 6.0 rebounds a 
game last year and 
ranks among Calvin’s 
all-time block lead-
ers, while Dykstra 
has contributed sig-
nificantly on defense 
in his first two years 
and should continue 
to develop. 

Two other players 
who were effective off 
the bench and return 
this year are seniors 
Mickey DeVries and 
Daniel Stout, both 
skilled shot-blockers 
who will again pro-
vide a spark for the 
K n ig ht s .  DeVr ie s 
managed to average 
over five points and 
rebounds per game 
l a s t  ye a r  d e s p i t e 
not starting.

The MIAA coach-
es certainly appear 
to respect this team 
helmed by 18 -year 
head coach Kevin 
Vande Streek, as they 
were voted as the pre-

season favorite by the MIAA 
coaches’ poll.  

However, Vande Streek has 
told Calvin Sports Information 
that the schedule will be tough. 
“On any given day, someone 
could come up to knock you off,” 
he said. “We’re looking forward 
to the challenge. It should be an 
exciting year.”

T he K n ig ht s’  f i r s t  home 
matchup will come on Nov. 22 
when they host the Calvin Tip-off 
Tournament.  They will then take 
a trip to California during winter 
break, and will kick off the MIAA 
season on Jan. 8.

BY BRIAN EXNER
Staff Writer

Two v ic tor ie s  l a s t  week 
placed Calvin’s women’s soccer 
team in a position to claim the 
sole ownership of the MIAA 
title with a win over Hope on 
Monday afternoon, and they 
c a m e  u p  v i c t o r i o u s  w i t h 
a 1-0 win..

Calvin entered this match tied 
for first with Hope at 37 points 
each. The stakes were high, as 
Alma, with 36 points, could have 
snuck ahead with a win an

Key to the match was find-
ing a way to score on Kat 
Dickinson, who has a .61 goals 
against average, and holding off 
Hope’s attack.

But to get to this point, Calvin 
hosted the Kalamazoo Hornets 
in the first game of the week. 
The teams were evenly matched 
on the scoreboard at the half — 
neither team conceding a goal. 

In the second half, the Knights 
were able to create more 
chances since they took 
11 more shots than they 
did in the first half.

Paige Capel assisted 
Kelly Koets in the third 
minute of the half to 
break the tie and give 
the Knights the lead. 
T he Hor ne t s  scored 
a late goal, but it was 
after Capel had given 
the Knights an insur-
ance goal less than 10 
minutes earlier.

After losing to Adrian 
in their previous match, 
this win brought the 
Knights back into first 
position in the confer-
ence. The Knights then 
headed to Olivet looking 
to retain their position.

The Knights were ag-
gressive, taking eight 
shots in the first half. 
Heidi Scholten was able 

BY ANDRE OTTE
Staff Writer

A t  t h e  M I A A 
Championships the men’s and 
women’s cross country teams 
both took home f irst place 
trophies as well as 18 all-con-
ference plaques between the 
two squads. 

On a soggy course at the 
West Ottawa Golf Club, the 
women have now f inished 
atop the MIAA for the second 
straight year and the men for 
an incredible 27 years.

T he wome n scored 21 
points, never letting second-
place Hope get into the race 
and challenge for the victory. 
Freshman Cassie Vince led 
the way for Calvin with the 
individual victory, 11 seconds 
ahead of second-place finisher 
Sheri McCormack of Hope. 

“Cassie showed maturity to-
day,” said coach Brian Diemer. 
“She was patient and moved 
at just the right time to get the 
victory over McCormack who 
had a very good effort today.”

Third, four th and f i f th 
place were sen ior Nicole 

Michmerhuizen, junior Kimby 
Penning and senior Alyssa 
Oram. Also finishing in the 
top 15 for the women were 
junior Sara Danner, fresh-
man Lauren Brink and junior 
Paige McGahan.

After the race, coach Diemer 
expressed his confidence in the 
pack behind Vince.

“The pack really stepped it 
up today which was necessary 
in order for them to stay out 
of range of the Hope pack,” he 
said. “Penning really stepped 

it up and sparked Oram and 
Michmerhuizen to fight through 
that race.”

The team seems to be in great 
shape heading into regionals and 
nationals in the upcoming weeks. 
The Knights are fully equipped 
with a couple of front-runners 
and a solid pack backing them up. 

Vince talked about the confi-
dence that she has in her team-
mates as they move on. 

“Even though I can’t always 
see where they are in the race, 
I am always very confident that 
they are giving 100 percent,” 
she said. “This really pushed 
me and Nicole to run as hard 
as we can.”

The men’s team scored 28 
points, sealing the the win. 

They improved on their MIAA 
Jamboree f inish by 10 points 
and had twice as many top 10 
finishers. Junior Josh Ferguson 
paced the Knights with a third 
place finish while freshman Zac 
Nowicki and senior Philip Spitzer 
were close behind in fourth and 
fifth place. 

Sophomore Jeff Meitler and 
freshman Nate VanHaitsma com-
pleted the scoring for Calvin. 
Senior Sam Kerk and junior 

Steven Haagsma rounded out the 
top seven. 

“The pack was extremely suc-
cessful,” said Diemer. “Ferguson 
and Spitzer ran brilliant races, 
really stabilizing that pack. This 
is exciting because I think that 
we are going to keep gathering 
around that — we are picking up 
some steam.”

The next compet it ion for 
the Knights wil l be at home 
on Nov. 16 when they host the 
NCAA Divion III Great Lakes 
Regional meet.

to put two shots on goal in the first half, but it was Sydney Kinney 
who found the back of the net 
for the Knights. Off of a corner, 
Kinney curled the ball towards 
the near post with enough spin 
to get past the Olivet defenders.

After that, neither team con-
ceded a goal for the rest of the 
game as defense took over. 
Ashton Hearn made two saves 
in the process of keeping a clean 
sheet for the Knights.

Hearn received Capital One 
Academic All-District team hon-
ors during the week. In goal, 
she has recorded 56 saves in just 
over 1,550 minutes, only allow-
ing 12 goals, which makes for 
a 0.69 goals against average on 
the season.

Calvin then finished the job by 
beating Hope 1-0 on Nov. 4 on 
Taylor Ten Harmsel’s chip-in with 
16 minutes left in the first half.  
Hearn made 7 saves to record the 
30th shutout of her career and 
lead the Knights to victory despite 
the team recording only 5 shots.Sydney Kinney scored a goal for Calvin.

Tyler Kruis will be a leader this season.

Calvin runners got into position early and didn’t look back.

Basketball tops poll
Knights early favorite for MIAA title

XC teams victorious
Both squads capture championships

Soccer captures regular-season MIAA title

Scoreboard

Calvin won five MIAA 
Titles in three days, and 
will have a chance to add 
to that total this week.  The 
men’s and women’s soccer 
teams both clinched their 
regular-season titles, and 
men’s and women’s cross 
country teams  took home 
outr ight championships 
in their meets. Volleyball 
earned a share of the regular 
season MIAA crown with 
Hope and will have the top 
seed for the tournament 
this week.

Men’s Soccer

CALVIN: 4
Alma: 0

CALVIN: 7
Albion: 0

Women’s Soccer

CALVIN: 2
Kalamazoo: 1

CALVIN: 1
Olivet: 0

CALVIN: 1
Hope: 0

Men’s Cross Country

CALVIN: 28
Hope: 59
Albion: 61

Women’s Cross Country

CALVIN: 21
Hope: 36
St. Mary’s: 102

Volleyball

CALVIN: 25, 25, 25
Kalamazoo: 11, 14, 13

Men’s Swim / Dive

CALVIN: 157.5
Alma: 84.5

Women’s Swim / Dive

CALVIN: 163
Alma: 63

PHOTO COURTESY CALVIN.EDU

PHOTO COURTESY CALVIN.EDU
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c a m p u s  s a f e t y  r e p o r t
10/28/13
Campus safety took a report of a larceny of a wallet from 
their unlocked vehicle in the west Spoelhof Fieldhouse 
Complex parking lot (lot 6). The victim indicated the theft 
had occurred on Oct. 17, but they were just reporting the 
incident on Oct. 28. The victim indicated they were alerted 
to the theft when their credit card company called to check 
on some suspicious transactions. In addition to reporting 
the incident to campus safety, the victim was advised to 
contact the Grand Rapids Police Department and make a 
report. 

10/29/13
Campus safety took a report of a larceny from a vehicle in 
the west Spoelhof Fieldhouse Complex parking lot (lot 6) 
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where the rear passenger side window was smashed out 
and a purse was stolen from the back seat. The Grand 
Rapids police were also contacted and responded to the 
scene to take a report. The vehicle was also processed for 
fingerprints. This was the second of two reported vehicle 
breaking and enterings reported between 5:08 and 5:15 
p.m. 

10/29/13
Campus safety took a report of a larceny from a vehicle 
in the west parking lot (lot 3) where the driver’s side 
window was smashed out and a purse was stolen. The 
Grand Rapids police were also contacted and responded 
to the scene to take a report. The vehicle was also pro-
cessed for fingerprints. 
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Physically entering the jail and worshipping with those inside has broken down the 

stereotypes I’ve held and has given me a chance to see the inmates the way their Creator 
sees them: broken people stumbling down the road in pursuit of their Savior, just like me.

Kelsey Veldkamp,  “Worship at jail”

churches in the Great Schism  
of 1054. The Eastern church  
ha s  not  gone t h roug h a ny  
m a j o r  r e f o r m a t i o n  s i n c e , 
Alkanani said.

The fact that the Eastern 
Church has remained so un-
varying overtime was one of the  
major draws for both Alkanani 
and Olivares.

“The Protestant Church has 
changed a lot, which was my big-
gest setback,” Alkanani said. “I 
wanted more continuity.” 

According to Alkanani, these 
changes created not one church, 
but many denominations with no 

central authority binding them 
together. “The Protestant church 
became sort of the junk drawer,” 
Alkanani said. 

Olivares agreed the lack of 
a central church authority in 
Protestantism gave him the push 
towards Eastern Orthodoxy. 

“We [Orthodox Christians] 
al l know that we al l believe 
the same thing,” Olivares said.  
“If I go to another [Orthodox] 
church I know what the service  
will be like.”

Alkanani said the theology 
and structure of the liturgy are 
the same throughout Eastern 

Orthodox churches. 
Accord i ng  to  A l k a n a n i ,  

t he  O r t hodox chu rch a l so  
has a high sense of reverence. 
“They approach church much 
di f ferent ly,” Alkanani said.  
“It feels sacred and is very high, 
very reverent.” 

This does not, however, mean 
the conversion was entirely easy.  

“The hardest thing for me 
to accept was the apparent  
exclusivity of the [Orthodox] 
church,” Alkanani said. “I can’t 
commune at my Protestant 
church anymore. It was hard to 
break that connection.” 

Eastern Orthodox students find academic freedom
BY LAUREN DEHAAN

Local News Editor

Converts to Eastern Orthodoxy 
at Calvin say their transition to 
Orthodoxy has been well received 
by Calvin’s academic community. 

Juniors Joseph Olivares and 
Malak Alkanani, recent converts 
to Eastern Orthodoxy and the 
only known Eastern Orthodox 
students at Calvin, say faculty 
members appreciate their reli-
gious diversity.

“Calvin is pretty easygoing 
about Orthodoxy,” said Alkanani. 
“C a l v i n  r e a l l y  we l c o m e d  
the diversity.” 

Ol iva res sa id he not iced  
t h i s  pa r t ic u l a r ly  w i t h  h i s  
religion professors. 

“Even the professors who  
disagreed with me were sti l l  
supportive,” Olivares said. 

That academic freedom was, 
however, more difficult to find 
among fellow students. 

“Some people stopped hanging 
out with me,” Alkanani said. “I 
had to sit down with people and 
explain things to my friends. 
There are a lot of things that 
[Joseph and I] had to clear up 
with people.” 

These clarifications mainly 
included doctrinal differences 
between the CRC and the Eastern 
Orthodox Church. 

“Generally, students don’t 
know as much about the [Eastern] 
Orthodox church as [Malak 

and I] do so there may have  
been some misunderstanding,” 
said Olivares. 

There are in fact, a number of 
differences between the church-
es that were challenging even  
for Alkanani and Olivares to  
accept initially. 

“It was hard for me to accept 
praying to Mary and the saints,” 
Olivares said. “It was also weird 
how they sing everything during 
the service.” 

The major differences between 
the Eastern Orthodox Church 
and Protestantism stem from the 
split of the Eastern and Western 

Calvin students attend St Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox Church, the only Eastern Orthodox church in Grand Rapids. 
PHOTO CREDIT LAUREN DE HAAN

BY SARAH STRIPP
Staff Writer

On the third Sunday of every 
month, approximately five Calvin 
students go to the Kent County 
jail.  They do not go under an 
arrest warrant, but instead to wor-
ship with the men in two or three 
different jail pods for Sunday 
afternoon services.

“Physically entering the jail 
and worshipping with those in-
side has broken down the stereo-
types I’ve held and has given me a 
chance to see the inmates the way 
their Creator sees them: broken 
people stumbling down the road 
in pursuit of their Savior, just like 
me,” said Kelsey Veldkamp, a 
junior who has been going to the 
jail for the past year.

Junior Joel Altena also felt 
like his stereotypes surrounding 
the jail were broken down in his 
time there. 

“Before I walked into that jail 
for the first time I thought they 
deserved to be there,” Altena said, 
“and I was just coming in to give 
them grace and what I believed 
was the truth. They don’t deserve 
it, though.”

Chapla in Nate Bradford, 
the instigator of this program 
at Calvin, wanted students to 
start seeing the injustices that  
are built into our legal systems,  
such as laws that ta rget or  
more harshly punish those in  
poor, largely African American 
neighborhoods.

“Massive incarceration of 
the poor that affects African 
Americans in a greater percent-
age than others is one of the  
ke y  p r ob le m s  o f  ou r  d ay.   
There is still a lot of segregation 
and jail is one legal way to do 
that,” said Bradford.

“My time working in jail has 
made me more aware that the 
reason I am not there has more 
to with the color of my skin and 

Students worship at jail

the neighborhood I live in than 
anything else,” said senior 
Nicole Schmitt.  “People can 
go to jail for unpaid parking 
tickets, but I am just not in a 
place where people get caught.”

“These men are human be-
ings,” said Altena.  “They have 
stories and families. They have 
hopes, desires and passions. 
And just because they were 
caught for their offenses, they 
are losing these things. They 
are having their human rights 
taken away. And that is why 
they don’t deserve to be stuck 
there, or if they do, than I do 
as well.”

“As we sing together, pray 
together and hear a message 
of empowerment, of grace 
and of the love of Jesus Christ, 
together we affirm the fact that 
God forgives us for our sins,” 
Altena said. 

Bradford says he would love 
to get as many Calvin students 
through this program as pos-
sible as a way of showing them 
that there are victims of injus-
tice just down the road from 
our campus.

“Any amount of words on a 
page or even stories you hear 
can change the intellect, but 
until you see something or ex-
perience something, the heart 
is not changed and actions 
will not change ... yet there is a  
really big reality shift that  
can happen.”

Bradford also says that this 
is not just a hobby or issue for 
some Christians, but for the 
church as a whole.

“The whole church needs to 
care about justice and loving 
our neighbors as ourselves,” 
Bradford said.  “Who is my 
neighbor?  It’s the person most 
unlike you, not the person easi-
est to love.  We need to think 
about the people who are near 
us and most unlike us.  How 
do we love them well?”

Bradford leads monthly services and prayer
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The reality is that controversial conversation is a foundational aspect of Calvin’s 

culture, so much so that our dialogue will only continue to flower when it’s hosed.

Michael Kelly, Letter to the Editor

From the
  Editor

WRITING FOR OP-ED is open to all Calvin stu-
dents! This is your section and we want to hear your 
opinons about what is happening at Calvin, in Grand 
Rapids, in the U.S. and in the world. Send your articles 
to Abby at ajp38@students.calvin.edu.  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR must include the writer’s 
name and class. Letters received without a name will not 
be printed. The editors reserve the right to edit any letters. 
The length of the letter should be no longer than 250 words; 
longer letters may be shortened at the editor’s discretion. 
The deadline for all letters is 5 p.m. on Tuesday for print 
on the following Friday. Send letters to chimes@calvin.edu 
with “Letter to the Editor” in the subject line, or send your 
comments through our website: www.calvin.edu/chimes

ANNOUNCEMENTS can be submitted by Calvin students, 
faculty and staff to be printed in Chimes at no cost. An-
nouncements can be sent via e-mail to chimes@calvin.edu 
or dropped off at the Chimes offi ce during the week. An-
nouncements must be received by 5 p.m. Tuesday to run in 
Friday’s paper. Please stick to a limit of 160 characters and 
send with the subject line “announcement.”

Letters to the Editor
Calvin needs to learn how to 
truly love LGBT+ students

Dear Editor,
Oct. 11 is not a date many 

people outside of the LGBT+ 
community notice. 

This year, the internationally 
observed National Coming Out 
Day celebrated its 25th anni-
versary, a day commemorating 
the Second National March on 
Washington for Lesbian and Gay 
Rights. 

In past years, the “You Are 
Loved” campaign at Calvin has 
not been clear in its explicit ori-

Admissions offi ce’s concerns 
about chalk unwarranted

Dear Editor,
I am writing because I have 

trouble sympathizing withthe 
admission staff’s concerns, which 
I understand as being uninformed 
about the campus-wide chalk 
writings of Calvin’s Sexuality 
and Gender Awareness (SAGA) 
organization and, therefore, 
unprepared to articulate how 
these writings fit within Calvin’s 
culture.

I have trouble sympathizing for 
two reasons:

1. SAGA has written messages 
in chalk around campus every 

year for the last four years that I 
have attended Calvin, and pos-
sibly before that. When students 
see the messages, they come 
as no surprise. The admission 
staff’s surprise at the messages 
only communicates their detach-
ment from Calvin’s actual cul-
ture and their attachment to the 
imaginary, sentimental culture 
that they use to persuade pro-
spective students.These messages 
have never needed to be commu-
nicated to admissions before, so 
why should they be now?

2. As a former tour guide for 
admissions, I know that Eileen 
Santee organizes training meet-
ings for tour guides outlining how 
to respond to prospective students 

entation toward the LGBT+ 
community, notably writing only 
“You Are Loved.” 

I am completely aware that the 
LGBT+ conversation is a difficult 
and sensitive issue at Calvin and 
that the right of free speech is 
uncertain at a private institution. 
I also understand the rationale 
and need for providing context 
in light of a broader picture — 
the “You Are Loved” campaign 
comes in light of a church that 
has been and continues to be 
at times an unwelcoming, un-
safe and unloving place for the 
LGBT+ community. 

Citing official miscommuni-

cation as a reason for Calvin’s 
censorship does not mitigate my 
own concerns over the ambiguous 
nature of Calvin’s love toward 
LGBT+ students. Centering at-
tention on Fridays at Calvin 
effectively ignores larger issues 
and the broader context of Calvin 
student life. 

If a statement of unconditional 
love toward LGBT+ students 
needs to be framed by Calvin 
admissions for prospective stu-
dents, it is questionable whether 
admissions is truly capable of 
representing a college that fully 
loves its entire student body — 
including the “small snippet” of 
Calvin that is part of the LGBT+ 
community.

Jordan E. Davis ‘13

and their parents regarding con-
troversial topics in the Christian 
community, specifically homo-
sexuality. Since representatives of 
the admissions staff are present at 
these meetings, whether as fellow 
teachers or learners themselves, 
it seems that they should be pre-
pared at all times to articulate 
the college’s view on this topic, 
whether it presents itself in con-
versation or underneath our feet. 

The reality is that controver-
sial conversation is a founda-
tional aspect of Calvin’s culture, 
so much so that our dialogue 
will only continue to flower when 
it’s hosed.

Michael Kelly ‘14

BY PETER WIDITZ
Staff Writer

Last  n ig ht  I  sat  dow non 
my couch a nd we nt  cha n-
nel surf ing and found myself 
watching football. I gradually 
drif ted off to sleep for a few 
minutes until I woke up and 
arose to do something else. If 
your favorite teams are play-
ing, it is easy to pay attention 
because you feel invested in 
your team. However, when your 
team is not playing, it is easy to 
d o  o t h e r  t h i n g s  a n d  n o t 
pay a t tent ion — t he game 
becomes background noise. 

As students, we don’t 
have a lot of direct influence 
or money, so it is easy to 
sit by and become a specta-
tor in the grand arena of 
government. We learned 
about the checks and bal-
ance system of government 
so  we  cou ld  pa s s  ou r 
junior high Constitution 
test, but after that test many 
students have never read 
t h e  p r e a m b l e  a g a i n . 
The Constitution sits in 
the Nat iona l  A rch ives 
where tourists gape at it 
as if it were a distant memory 
formulated by some old dead guys 
in a room 237 years ago.

We are deaf to the words of the 
country’s founders and the reasons 
why provisions are in this govern-
ment system. Benjamin Franklin 
said in response to the conflict 
between England and her colo-
nies that “passion governs and she 
never governs wisely.” The dead 
old guys sitting in a room un-
derstood that feelings and emo-
tions can lead nations down 
dreaded paths.

Po l i t i c s  i s  n o t  f a n t a s y 
football; it is a reality where 
a l l  o f  o u r  d e c i s io n s  h ave 
meaning and power. The best 
word to describe a student’s role 
in politics would be “responsibil-
ity.” Many cringe when they hear 

College students detached from politics
Why college students aren’t interested in politics and why they should be

There’s a standard conversa-
tion that happens on the path, 
probably hundreds of times 
each day. It goes like this: 
“Hey, how are you?” “Good, 
how about you?” “Good.”

 But there’s one that’s be-
coming more common, in my 
life at least, and it goes like this: 
“Hey, how are you?” “Busy, 
how about you?” “Busy.”

 On a campus where it’s 
common to have students 
leading student organizations, 
playing in music ensembles 
and working a job — all while 
trying to take classes — it’s 
no surprise that the answer to 
“how are you?” is often “busy.”

 An opinion piece we pub-
lished earlier this year de-
scribed it well:

 “At Calvin, we are sur-
rounded by an innumerable 
amount of events provided by 
academic departments and 
residence life. Our coursework 
is what most often takes a 
backseat as we scurry from 
a lecture series to dorm wor-
ship to midnight breakfast 
karaoke…My quest ion to 
Calvin is simply: are we doing 
too much?”

 Then maybe it’s not a sur-
prise that the word busy actu-
ally has its roots in the Dutch 
language, coming from an 
Old English word meaning 
to occupy, employ, trouble 
or afflict.

 But what messages get com-
municated to our friends and 
coworkers when we always tell 
them we’re busy?

 I think it says that 1) we’re 
important and 2) we don’t have 
time for them.

 First, saying “I’m busy” 
means that we matter. It boosts 
our self-worth and makes us 
seem important and need-
ed and valuable. It means 
that there is some corner of 
this world to which we are 
essential, and if we aren’t 
there,  that cor ner of  the 
world might just stop spin-
n i n g .  I t ’s  s e l f - c e n t e r e d 
and self-aggrandizing.

 Second, saying “I’m busy” 

means that we don’t have time 
for the conversation we’re 
having with the other per-
son. It means that we have so 
much going on in our life and 
so many things to get to that 
we’re probably not going 
to stick around much lon-
ger — and more importantly, 
that we value our busy sched-
ules more than we value the 
person in front of us.

 And that’s really what be-
ing busy ultimately comes 
down to: values.

 Many of us would love 
to have more than 168 hours 
in each week, but we don’t. 
We can stretch those hours 
and save ten minutes here and 
a half hour there, but how 
we ultimately spend those 
16 8  h o u r s  i s  a l l  a b o u t 
prioritizing values.

 So for one week, try saying, 
“it’s not a priority” instead of 
“I’m too busy.”

 Okay, maybe you don’t 
actually want to say this out 
loud to people in your life, but 
at least say it to yourself.

My biology test is a higher 
priority than grabbing coffee 
with my friend. Catching up 
on sleep is a higher priority 
than going to church. Working 
o n  m y  r e s e a r c h  p a p e r 
is a higher priority for me 
t han mee t i ng my fam i ly 
for dinner.

 That’s one reason why I’ve 
worked so hard to carve out 
each Sunday for sabbath-keep-
ing: resting in God’s love and 
creating that weekly rhythm 
is a higher priority for me 
than my work at Chimes or 
my homework.

 The list goes on, but this 
way of thinking should bring 
up interesting decisions that 
make us rethink where we 
spend our time.

 So whether we are puff-
ing up our own self-esteem 
or we’re failing to address 
what our priorities are — let’s 
stop hiding behind the mask 
of “I’m busy.”

~rjs

this word. Students do not want 
to do anything more than they 
have to, because school and per-
sonal relationships are what 
mat ter at th is point in l i fe. 
People  a re  nat u ra l ly  reac -
t ive and not proac t ive and 
t he  c u r re nt  school  sys tem 
is se t up th is way. You get 
an assignment, then you do 
i t ;  you’r e  g ive n  m a te r i a l , 
then you take a test. 

Politics and intelligent voting in-
volves a proactive approach where 
individuals must choose to seize 
information for themselves and 
make decisions based upon what 
they see. We are responsible for 

what we learn and for what we do 
with that knowledge. There are 
more sources of information on 
political subjects and politicians 
t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e ,  b u t  i n 
the last decade the United States 
has had some of the lowest 
voter t u r nout rat ios in the 
country’s history.

As students, we have be-
come acc us tomed to be ing 
spoon- fed i n for mat ion ,  so 
why should we all of a sudden 
have to proac t ively sea rch 
for  i n for mat ion ourselves? 
When the whale used in the 
f i l m “Free Wi l ly” was re -
lea sed back i nto t he w i ld , 
the whale died from starvation 
because he was so accustomed 
to being fed by his t rainers 
t hat  he d id not  k now how 

to hunt for himself. We must 
be  c a re f u l  t ha t  we do not 
end up l i ke  Kei ko,  u nable 
to  fe nd  fo r  ou r s e lve s  a nd 
reliant on others for everything.

For those who are paying 
a t te nt ion  to  pol i t ic s  r i g ht 
now, the concept of personal 
responsibility is being debated 
in side issues such as health 
care reform, gun rights and home-
land security issues. As students, 
we may not think these issues 
direct ly af fect us, but when 
we graduate, f ind a job, get 
mar r ied and own proper ty, 
these issues take the center 
s t a ge.  Jobs ,  m a r r i a ge  a nd 

proper ty al l involve re-
s pon s i b i l i t y  by  t he m-
selves but also carry with 
them  moral responsibility 
for maintaining the rights 
to life,liberty and property. 

Each generation is not 
just responsible for the 
condit ion of thei r own 
natural rights, but is re-
sponsible for the rights of 
future generations as well. 
However, the more dis-
i l lusioned students be-
come with government, 
the more reserved and un-
interested they become. 

I f  t he i r  ch i ld ren a re never 
taught to embrace their role 
i n  t he i r  ow n gove r n me nt , 
the government will cease to 
belong to the people.

The dream that all mankind 
is created equal before the law 
and that a l l  a re ent it led to 
pursue life, liberty and prop-
erty without inhibition will die 
and decay with the old guys 
who  d r a f t ed  t he  id e a s .  I f 
we learn to embrace our freedoms 
n o w  a n d  c a s t  o u r  v o i c e s 
into the pol it ical arena, we 
will be heard and we will carry 
o n  t h e  d r e a m s  o f  t h o s e 
who came before us. If we do 
not embrace these freedoms, 
no one wi l l  embrace them-
f o r  u s  a n d  w e  w i l l  l o s e 
them forever.

There are 
more sources of information on 
political subjects and politicians 

than ever before, but in 
the last decade the United States has 

had some of the lowest 
voter turnout ratios in the 

country’s history.
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Knollcrest East 
apartments present 
the 19th annual
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