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BY RUTHY BERENDS
On-Call Writer

Speaker and activist Justin Lee 
balanced wit and sensitivity in his 
talk “The Ex-Gay Movement” 
on Tuesday af ternoon in the 
Covenant Fine Ar ts Center 
Recital Hall.

L e e ,  f o u n d e r  a n d  e x -
ecut ive di rec tor of the Gay 
Chr is t ian Net work, a non-
prof it  interdenominat iona l 
organization serving lesbian, gay, 
b i s e x u a l  a nd  t r a n sge nd e r 
(LGBT) Christians and those 
who care about them.

Using a combination of humor, 
personal stories and theological 
background, he focused on the 
church’s need to reevaluate the 
ex-gay movement’s attempts to 
change the sexual orientation of 
gay Christians.

“If we’re serious about of-
fering appropriate care, love 
a n d  g r a c e  t o  f o l k s  w h o 
a re lesbian,  gay,  b i sex ua l , 
transgender, etc. … we need to 
understand what went wrong 
[with the ex-gay movement],” 
Lee said.

Lee’s talk, co-sponsored by stu-
dent organizations and Calvin or-

ganizations including Sexuality 
and Gender Awareness (SAGA), 
Broene Counsel ing 
Center and Residence 
Life, was the second 
part of a mini-series on 
homosexuality and the 
church that began with 
last Tuesday’s speaker, 
Wesley Hill.

Growing up as a 
conser vat ive evan-
gelical in a Southern 
Baptist church, Lee 
understood homosex-
uality to be a choice 
and a sin.

Even after acknowl-
edging his own same-
sex  a t t rac t ion ,  he 
maintained his stance 
against homosexual-
ity.

“I sought out ex-gay 
ministries and tried to 
become straight,” Lee 
said.

Ex-gay ministries, as 
Lee explained, began 
as the result of a theory 
stat ing that homo-
sexuality is a sin that 
is the result of poor 
parenting. Thus, ex-gay minis-
tries like Exodus International 

began to provide therapy to 
those with same-sex attraction 

to help “repair” their sexual ori-
entation.

However, when Lee began re-
alizing his sexual orientation and 

the same-sex attraction of his peers 
in the ex-gay community was 

not changing, he s ta r ted 
to reexamine the thought 

process of the ex-gay 
movement.

“The problem with 
the ex-gay movement 
was the failure to lis-
ten to other people’s 
stories,” Lee said. 
“For the vast major-
ity of people, sexual 
orientation does not 
change.”

Lee explained that 
t he ex-gay move-
ment’s attempts to 
change people’s sex-
ual orientation have 
only led to destruc-
tion.

“Ultimately, the 
church has focused 
its efforts on oppos-
ing the ‘homosexual 
movement,’” he said, 
“rather than say-
ing, ‘Hm, more and 
more people are being 
honest about what’s 
going on in their lives 
— how ought we to 
respond to them as 
human beings?’”

Lee continues discussion on issues of sexuality and the church
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Justin Lee came to Calvin to talk about the church’s attempts to change the 
orientation of gay Christians.

BY JOE MOHAN
Guest Writer

The 2013 Cardboard Canoe 
Race took place on Friday, Oct. 
18 at the seminary pond. This 
is an annual fall event hosted 
by Calvin’s student chapter 
of the American Society of 
Civil Engineers (ASCE), typi-
cally during the college’s an-
nual family weekend. In the 
weeks preceding the event, 
competitors construct canoes 
out of three simple materials: 
cardboard, trash bags and 
duct tape.

“We took about three and 
a half hours to build the ca-
noe,” said junior Abby Leistra. 
“Julie found the design — 
she gets all the credit for our 
canoe design.”

When looking for inspira-
tion for the design junior Julie 
Swierenga remarked, “I just 
looked online for how big a 
boat should be.”

On race day Leistra and 
Swierenga’s team along with 
eight others braved the cold 
waters of the seminary pond. 
The judges awarded separate 
prizes for the team with the 
fastest time, the most number 
of people in a vessel and the 
most stylish design.

Bethany Goodrich, a senior 
civil engineering student and 
president of Calvin’s ASCE 

chapter, explained the purpose 
of the event.

“It’s not just engineering, 
and that’s something everyone 
seems to fail to realize,” said 
Goodrich. “Usually, engineers 
don’t win. It’s fun because it’s 
more about people thinking, 
‘Well, how do you build a boat 
out of cardboard, trash bags 

and duct tape? Will it f loat?’”
Goodrich also explained 

the rules of the event. “In the 
seminary pond there are two 
bridges that cross over to get 
to an island. You have to have 
one hand on the bridge to start. 
Once the timer says “go,” you 
have to go around the buoy 
that’s at the other end of the 
pond. The time stops when 
you touch the other bridge,” 
Goodrich said.

Team Super Mario Boat, 
made up of defending cham-
pion Joel Altena and

BY SYDNEY CHIPMAN

On-Call Writer

The No. 1 ranked Calvin 
Knights suffered their 
f i rst loss of the sea-
son, falling to second-
ranked Hope College 
Friday night in a nail-
biting five-set match.

“Hope showed up 
ready to play and we did 
not respond the way we 
should have,” says soph-
omore Maggie Kamp.

Serving proved to be 
crucial in this match as 
Calvin committed 15 
serving errors and Hope 
earned 10 serving aces.

“ T h e y  s e r v e d 
t o u g h  a nd  t o ok  u s 
out of system while a 
lo t  of  ou r  a t te mpt s 
a t  a g g r e s s ive  s e r v-
i n g  r e s u l t e d  i n 
er rors,” sa id Kamp. 
“The combination of our 
unforced errors and their 
solid play is what cost 
us the game. Our team 
c o u l d  h a v e  i m -
p r oved  ou r  p l ay  i n 
all aspects and kept a 
higher confidence during 
the game.”

The two r ivals began the 
night with Hope winning the 
first set 25-17 after a slow start 
by Calvin. The Knights, how-

Serving costs Calvin fi rst loss of season
ever,  remained un fazed by 
t h i s  a n d  c a m e  b a c k 
s t r o n g  t he  ne x t  t wo  s e t s , 
taking each one with scores of 
25-22. After a long back and 

f o r t h  b a t t l e  i n  t h e 
f o u r t h  s e t ,  t h e  F l y i n g 
Dutchmen answered Calvin’s 
two-set win streak and sent the 

match to the fifth and final set, 
only the second five-set match 
Calvin has seen all season. Unable 
to break Hope’s momentum, the 
Knights lost the final set 15-7 at 

Hope’s arena.
Calvin kil ls were 

not  a  p roble m for 
the night as Maggie 
Kamp earned a to-
tal of 16 kills, fresh-
man Laura Danhoff 
had 15 and sen ior 
setter Megan Rietema 
had a  nea r  t r iple -
double performance. 
R i e t e m a  t a l l i e d 
nine kills, 39 assists and 
13 digs. Junior Stacey 
Kamp chipped in with 
seven kills while se-
nior Kristen Zietse had 
12 digs.

T h i s  v ic to r y  by 
Hope was their f irst 
against the Knights 
since the 2010 MIAA 
Tour nament f ina ls 
and ended their eight-
match losing streak 
to Calvin.

“T he loss  was a 
good wake up ca l l 
for our team,” said 
Maggie Kamp. “Next 
t ime we play Hope 
we will be prepared for 

anything and ready for a tough, 
fun match.”

Calvin will face off this coming 
Tuesday Oct. 29 at Adrian at 6:30.

Senior setter Megan Rietema fi nished up the 
match with 39 assists. 
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See “Canoe,” page 2
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Canoes race on Sem Pond
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as a bedtime story from the presi-
dent himself, who also shared 
camping stories and asked about 
how life was going for those in 
their final year at Calvin.

“It was really fun to be able to 
interact with [President Le Roy] 
in that kind of atmosphere,” said 
DeKraker. “I enjoyed listening to 
some of his personal stories and 

getting to know him better.”
While some pitched tents 

on the lawn, others hung up 
hammocks in the trees or just 

“That is a typical part of a 
Buck Fridays event,” said Buck 
Fridays intern Lauren DeGroot. 
“We have to modify all types of 
things to make it work, and that’s 
part of the job. You have to be 
f lexible and creative and think 
on your feet.”

Despite the mishap, students 
said they enjoyed the event be-
cause of its originality.

“Buck Fridays has gotten re-
ally creative this year and I re-
ally appreciate that,” said junior  
Lauren Farris.

BY CATHERINE KRAMER
Features Editor

It’s not every day that President 
Le Roy makes you pancakes  
for breakfast.

But for a few brave members 
of the senior class, Saturday  
was that day.

“The pancakes were 
f luffy and delicious,” 
sa id  se n ior  Libby 
DeKraker. “Barack 
O b a m a  c o u l d n ’ t 
h a v e  m a d e  t h e m  
any better.”

Fo l l o w i n g  l a s t 
w e e k e n d ’ s  B u c k 
Fridays’ Party at the 
Prez’s event, seniors 
were invited to sleep 
out on the front lawn 
o f  DeWit  M a no r, 
the president’s on- 
campus home.

Given the f r ig id 
temperatures, how-
ever, on ly a smal l 
number stepped up to  
the challenge. 

Though low atten-
dance numbers were 
a bit discouraging, 
the students who did 
attend enjoyed this 
unique opportunity, 
and many agreed that 
the cold, wet weather 
was the largest fac-
tor in keeping more people  
from coming.

“I was a little disappointed 
that more people didn’t show 

up, but I understand that a lot 
of factors played into it, espe-
cially the weather,” said senior 
Dana Krol, who works as a 
Knights for Life (K4L) intern 
in the alumni association of-
fice, which sponsored the event 
along with Buck Fridays. “But 
those who did come were excited  
about it and had a lot of fun.”

Before ending the evening talk-
ing around the campfire, those 
who participated were treated to 
a reading of “Goodnight Moon” 

Canoe: Team Super Mario Boat triumphant in contests

Fierljeppen pole vaulting makes a big splash on campus
BY ANNA DELPH

Photography Editor

The seminary pond, home of 
the annual cardboard canoe race 
and sem. pond jump, may be 
gaining a new tradition.

Fierljeppen, Dutch pole vault-
ing, is the latest Dutch pas-
time that has found its way to 
Calvin’s campus. Buck Fridays 
premiered its version of the sport  
at Fr iday n ight ’s “Par ty at  
the Prez’s.”

In Calvin’s version of fierljep-
pen, a ramp is set up at the edge of 
the pond and a long pole is stuck 
into the ground so it leans on the 
top end of the ramp. Students 
run up the ramp, grab the pole 
and try to coordinate their fall  
to land on a raf t f loating in  
the pond.

A couple dozen st udents 
turned out for the pole vaulting 
experience and to compete for 
the $200 grand prize.

“I pole vault for Calvin so I feel 
like I had to at least try this,” said 
junior Christina Geating.

According to students, this 
was one of the more difficult 
seminary pond challenges.

“It’s more nerve-wracking than 
you think it is,” said freshman 
Daniel Vandenbrink. “When you 
get to the top and you actually 
grab onto the pole, you think you 
might not make it half the time.”

Midway through the event, the 
raft that jumpers were landing on 
ripped and deflated. Buck Fridays 
leaders quickly regrouped and 
changed the objective from ac-
curacy to distance; the farthest 
jump would win.

“It  ju s t  became a  whole 

dif ferent game,” commented 
Vandenbrink. Now, he said, there 
is less skill involved — people can 
just run as fast as they can to get 
a longer jump.

The Buck Fridays team was not 
fazed by the accident.

Students compete in Dutch pole vaulting on the seminary pond.

Brisk and rainy conditions led to a scant turnout for the campout on Le Roy’s front lawn.
PHOTO BY LEIGH FRANTZ

Cold temperatures draw sparse crowd for senior sleepout

The different types of program-
ming invite a different crowd to 
participate that may not have 
always wanted to participate, 
she said.

Students also enjoyed the open 
atmosphere of the event; there 
were no walls or boundaries re-
stricting access to only those who 
had paid a dollar.

“You can just come and make 
a s’more,” said Farris. “You don’t 
have to participate too much; it’s 
like a hangout spot.”

The winner of the event and 
the cash prize was junior Steve 
Brown, who did not anticipate 
the victory.

“I just stopped by here,” said 
Brown. “I was playing soccer 
and I wanted to see the boat 
racing, and then I heard about 
the prize, and I was like ‘I’m 
already sweaty,’ so I figured I  
shou ld do i t  — I ’m gon na  
shower anyway.”

Brown said he plans to use 
the money to pay some col-
lege bil ls, and added that he 
wanted to use his champion 
title to represent all of Calvin’s  
environmental engineers.

According to DeGroot, the 
night had a great turnout.

“People are enjoying them-
selves and that’s what it’s all 
about,” said Degroot. “We hope 
it is a tradition, but it all depends 
on people’s interest and if they 
really want to pursue it.”

Continued from page 1
 

 junior Audrey Elsner, won with 
a time of 1 minute and 7 seconds 
while dressed as characters Mario 
and Luigi, respectively.

Both Altena and Elsner were 
understandably ecstatic after  
the race.

“We just were in the zone! 
We knew we needed to be pretty 
fast, because we’ve seen the other 
teams traveling very fast. We got 
into our rhythm and did well,” 

Altena said.
Following the competitive part 

of the race was a “battle of the 
boats” in which the boats that 
were still in good shape moved to 
the middle of the seminary pond 
by a buoy. Competitors then try 
to tip over the other boats; the 
winner is the last remaining un-
tipped boat.

Tea m Supe r  Ma r io  Boat 
emerged victorious in this con-
test as well.

Winning the most styl ish 

PHOTO COURTESY CALVIN ANNUAL FUND

design was the team from the 
Architecture Club which entered 
the competition as Venturi’s 
Duck. Team Sixspeed won the 
prize for the most number of 
people in a vessel to finish the 
race, finishing the race with six 
people with a time of 3:12.

Goodrich was pleased with the 
way the event panned out.

“I thought the event was a 
great success. We had two more 
entries than we had last year, and 
the battle of the boats was quite a 

slept in the open air. No matter 
the amount of protection from 
the elements, the chill of the 
night definitely impacted the  
group’s sleep.

“I was laying in my sleeping 
bag in the tent and I couldn’t 
t h i n k about  a ny t h i ng ot h-
er than how cold I was,” said 
DeKraker. “Other people were 

s lee p i ng  sou nd ly,  
b u t  I  c o u l d  n o t  
stop shivering.”

This was the first 
t ime students have 
ever been invited to 
sleep on the presi-
dent’s lawn, but Krol 
t h i n k s  t h e  e v e n t 
h a s  t he  pote nt i a l 
to become a t rad- 
i t i o n  i f  c h a n g e s  
are made.

“It’s a pretty cool 
idea, but things would 
have to be done differ-
ently in the future,” 
said Krol. “I think it 
would have helped 
to start advertising 
sooner,  because a 
lot of people didn’t 
know it was happen-
ing. And based on the 
turnout this year, the 
biggest thing would 
be to move the tim-
ing — either one of 
the f i rst weekends 
of the school year 

as a k ick-of f event, or may-
be at the end of the year as a  
sor t  of  la s t  hu r rah for  t he  
graduating class.”

way to end it,” she said.
She also paid tribute to the or-

ganizers of Buck Fridays for their 
help in publicizing this event and 
drawing a huge crowd.

“I am so grateful for Buck 
Fridays. They approached us 
and wanted to help us host this 
event. Because of their adver-
tising and ability to get more 
people out here, we had a lot 
more spectators than we had last 
year. It was a great partnership,”  
said Goodrich.
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Budget cuts curtail Dialogue
BY JERONICA ANDREWS

Staff Writer

Calvin College has seen a 
round of budget cuts across cam-
pus this year, and student orga-
nizations, such as Dialogue, are 
no exception.

In the last three years, Dialogue 
has experienced a total of 46 per-
cent budget cuts, said Michael 
Kelly, the publication’s editor-
in-chief. According to Kelly, the 
publication was once heavily 
funded by Calvin.

Dialogue is Calvin’s free quar-
terly magazine that showcases 
poetry, artwork, photography 
and short stories by members of 

Calvin’s community. It is aimed 
at starting conversations within 
the community and opening up 
artistic outlets for expression.

“We are a student organization 
created to give students, alumni, 
faculty and staff an artistic out-
let to  express themselves,” said 
Kelly. “And we rely entirely on 
funding through Calvin.”

As a result of the budget cuts, 
Dialogue will only be able give 
readers three issues for the year 
instead of its usual four.

Kelly expressed disappoint-
ment but he is understanding of 
the situation.

“I think the budget cuts are 
fair, but it is definitely not pri-
oritized well; we are a liberal 
arts college after all,” said Kelly. 
“I also feel a little disappointed. 
I believe in creativity — it should 
be fostered and encouraged. With 
the budget cuts, it will mean one 
less chance to express creativity.”

Kelly also hopes Calvin’s ad-
ministration will evaluate how 
the budget is formed for next year.

“At the moment we are evalu-
ated based on numbers, but with 
a publication like ours it is hard to 
measure that quantitatively. We 
hope our evaluation will be more 
qualitative than quantitative.”

Calvin’s community hopes that 
the budget cuts won’t increase in 
the coming years.

“Dialogue was a big part of 
my Calvin career,” said 2013 
alumnus Martin Avila. “It gave 
me a chance to express myself by 
showcasing my art. I would hate 
to see it gone as a result of the 
budget cuts.”

Kel ly said Dialogue staf f 
wi l l a lso be af fected by the 
budget cuts.

“Despite the fact that we are 
a Calvin publication, our staff 
are all unpaid,” Kelly said. “I 
am very thankful for my staff at 
Dialogue who have been faithful 
and wonderful. But the budget 
cuts mean no rewarding for any-

one; we won’t have any retreats 
which would help with team 
building. We also are not able to 
afford any training, such as web 
development, which would help 
improve Dialogue.”

Kelly expressed hope despite 
the difficult situation.

“We are hopeful for a great 
magazine,” Kelly said. “By going 
down to three issues rather than 
four, we can focus and spend 
more time building the quality of 
each issue. We are looking at the 
brighter side.”

Kelly hopes the budget cuts 
will not hinder the Calvin com-
munity from getting involved 
with Dialogue. Kelly also hopes 
readers will use other methods to 
support them.

“We hope more of the Calvin 
community will get involved with 
Dialogue. Even if they don’t want 
to send us their creative work, we 
would love for them to send us 
messages about how much they 
love Dialogue. We need the com-
munity to voice their support,” 
Kelly said.

The deadline for the upcoming 
issue is Nov 1. Kelly encourages 
all those interested to contact 
Dialogue at Dialogue.submis-
sions@gmail.com.

BY KELLEE DRAGT
Staff Writer

Student senate has a lot of dif-
ferent ideas that come through 
their meetings, so to help evaluate 
all of them, they are hosting focus 
groups consisting of different stu-
dents. Connor Schmidt, the vice 
president of representation for 
student senate, is leading these 
focus groups.

“There are only 15 of us, so this 
idea of making focus groups was 
a way of getting more opinions 
in and also making some projects 
that we are working on known to 
the public,” said Schmidt.

These focus groups act as a 
sounding board and allow for 
student senate to hear ideas from 
other students as well. There 
are f ive focus groups. Three 
groups have eight students and 
two groups have two students. 
Each focus group is led by a 
different cabinet leader and two 
senators helped out by recording 
and typing up the responses and 
ideas that were conveyed during 
these meetings.

Student senate went to dif-

ferent departments asking for 
recommendations for students 
to participate in the focus groups 
and then emailed the students 
asking if they were interested 
in par t ic ipat ing.  They had 
hoped to have about six to eight 
people in a group, but it didn’t 
q u i t e  wo r k  t h a t  w ay  t h i s 
time around.

“We didn’t want it to be a 
real big commitment because 
college students are busy. At 
least for this year, and hope-
fully next year, they are meeting 
for an hour twice a semester. 
It’s a super minimal commit-
ment, but it’s just a way of check-
ing in,” said Schmidt about 
the meetings.

Each group was given a dif-
ferent idea to discuss due to the 
short meetings. Some of the 
ideas that were discussed were 
the possibility of a 24/7-study 
area, how career services are 
used,  core c ur r ic u lum and 
academic evaluations.

Schmidt had this to say about 
the academic evaluations: “We 
wanted to know if they could be 
better utilized and better writ-
ten; what are some misconcep-

Student senate focus groups weigh ideas
t ions students might have 
with them, what are some 
concerns students might have 
about them.”

They also discussed the 
possibility of having a larger 
place for learning in big groups 
or maybe a student union. 
This would be a place where 
students could go to hang 
out and play games in one 
central place.

There was also talk of hav-
ing a few days dedicated to 
socio-economic stereotypes, 
similar to UnLearn week, but 
called a socio-economic cam-
paign week.

Schmidt also hopes that 
other departments will take ad-
vantage of these focus groups 
to get a variety of student 
opinions from all over campus. 
He sees it as a great advan-
tage and a fantastic way to get 
student input.

Schmidt would love to have 
more students participate in 
these focus groups and hopes 
that anyone who i s  wi l l -
ing to take part will contact 
him or stop by the student 
senate office.

BY VALERIE GREER
Staff Writer

Ever wish you could be a part 
of the decision-making pro-
cess regarding campus events 
and activities?  Your chance 
is now.  

Calvin’s Buck Fridays staff 
is hoping to receive student in-
put from a new voting wall. 
Nicole Wilson, an intern on 
the committee, said the voting 
wa l l  w i l l  be  se t  up i n t he 
Commons Annex.

Fifteen proposed events will 
be put on display, Wilson said. 
A total of seven will be chosen.  

Students will vote by placing 
a sticker on their favorite choices 
of the 15 events proposed by the 
Buck Fridays committee, Wilson 
said. New student ideas are al-
ways welcome too.

“We didn’t know how to de-
cide on what to do,” Wilson said, 
“so why not get the public opin-
ion?  Hopefully students will feel 
some ownership over the events.”

Wilson said the voting wall 
should be up by Friday, Oct. 
25 and will stay up for at least 
one week.  

This voting wall will be dif-
ferent from the decision-making 
process that Buck Fridays has 
used since their founding in 2010.

The normal routine is less 
interactive, Wilson explained.  

“Each year before the semester 
starts, we sit down as a team and 
come up with the line-up of Buck 

Fridays and nightlife events,” 
Wilson said. “We start out with a 
brainstorming session, throwing 
ideas out there. Then we walk 
through each proposal, look at 
t he benef i t s  a nd negat ives 
and vote.”

Wilson said the team asks 
questions about each event — 
how successful it might be and 
whether it’s something students 
would like.

This year, the Buck Fridays 
team is hoping to get a much 
broader range of student input 
about the event line-up.  

“Why not get the opinions of 
the entire college so that everyone 
can have a say in what their week-
end programming looks like?” 
Wilson said.

She also said that student re-
sponses regarding Buck Fridays 
events from the past four years 
have been positive.  

“Numbers and attendance are 
steadily increasing each year,” 
Wilson said. “We’ve seen an 
increase from last year and the 
year before, so each year it gains 
a little bit of momentum, which 
is encouraging.”  

Wilson said the Buck Fridays 
staff has seen high freshmen 
and sophomore attendance for 
events.  Hopefully, she said, 
this voting wall will help build 
moment um for upperc lass -
men too.  

Seniors Bekah Mil ler and 
Kelsea Rounds both agree that 
Buck Fridays events seem to be 
geared toward freshmen and 

sophomores.
“The events are a really 

good opportunity for fresh-
men and sophomore students,” 
Miller said. “Those who can’t 
leave campus will have some-
thing to do on the weekends.”

Senior Jeronica Andrews 
thinks this might be a good 
chance to choose events that 
both upper and lower classmen 
would enjoy.

“Over  ha l f  of  t he s t u-
dent body lives off campus,” 
Andrews said.  “A $1 event 
somewhere downtown would 
appeal to the juniors and se-
niors much more than on-
campus events.”

Wilson said the main reason 
for the interest in community 
input ultimately comes from 
the desire to better serve the 
Calvin community as a whole.  

“What we want is for stu-
dents to enjoy these events, be 
able to build community and 
to have experiences,” Wilson 
said. “Some of the events are 
off campus, some are on cam-
pus; some are performances, 
some are interactive. We want 
to give the students a say and a 
little bit of agency in what their 
weekend programming looks 
like,” she said.

Student senate has used a 
similar decision-making pro-
cess in the past, Wilson said.

The Buck Fridays commit-
tee encourages all students to 
read through the options and 
give their opinion.

BY LAUREN DEHAAN
Local News Editor

Concerns about the process 
of core revision prompted the 
philosophy, English and reli-
gion departments to send let-
ters voicing their reservations 
to the core committee and its 
parent commit tee,  Chimes 
has learned.

These le t ters out l ine the 
depar tments’ concerns with 
the current core draft and the 
process of forming the document.

“In sum, we have serious res-
ervations about the proposal,” 
read the letter from the philoso-
phy department. “This proposal 
comes amidst a season of tumult 
at the college ... It may be the 
better part of wisdom to let the 
dust settle on some [other] ma-

jor issues before we attempt a 
curricular overhaul.”

According to the philosophy 
department’s letter these ma-
jor issues include the continu-
ing budget crisis, a new strate-
gic plan, a new president and 
other administrative changes, 
faculty cuts and the current 
provost search. 

The philosophy let ter also 
questions whether a new core is 
necessary at all.

“We are not convinced that 
all the issues the proposal os-
tensibly identifies as problems 
with the current core are in fact 
as problematic as alleged,” the 
letter read.

In a letter sent to the core 
c ur r ic u lum commit tee and 
drafted by the late English pro-
fessor William Vande Kopple 
and Elizabeth Vander Lei (the 

English department co-chairs at 
the time the letter was written), 
the English department recom-
mends Calvin’s administration 
allow a longer period of time for 
faculty to “buy into the enter-
prise” of a new core.  

The letter argues more time 
would allow the core commit-
tee to make a strong case for 
the need of a new core in the 
first place and give departments 
time to review and analyze the 
proposed changes. 

Chimes was not able to obtain 
a copy of the letter from the re-
ligion department, but religion 
professor Kenneth Pomykala 
sa id t he i r  le t te r  expressed 
similar concerns.

According to religion pro-
fessor Pomykala, the religion 
department’s letter recommends 
a new core revision process be 

started and the core commit-
tee’s proposal be dropped from 
further consideration.

The present core revision pro-
cess has not been sufficiently 
thorough said Pomykala. “CCC's 
[the core committee] insulated 
approach yielded a questionable 
analysis of the present core,” 
Pomykala said.

A common theme among the 
letters is concern that some fac-
ulty members may be asked to 
teach skills outside of their areas 
of specialization. 

For example, according to 
the core draft, faculty members 
outside of the English depart-
ment would be required to teach 
writing. The English department 
letter argues that more time for 
discussion would allow more 
thought into the future of the 
written rhetoric course. 

The letter states, “we in the 
English department... are eager 
to talk with members of the core 
committee about models for 
teaching written rhetoric.” 

The three letters argued that 
any changes to core would need 
the broad support of faculty 
across departments. 

“The irony was that it [the core 
draft] was supposed to bring more 
unity,” said Groenhout.

R e g a rd le s s ,  t he  p r o c e s s 
of core revision seems to be 
a complex one, said English 
depar tment chair El izabeth 
Vander Lei. 

“Any process to revise the 
core is inherently a complicated 
one because it has to take up so 
many complicated questions and 
include the opinions of so many 
complicated people,” Vander 
Lei said. 

Layout editor Tanice Mast (left) and senior communications 
editor Trenton Heille recruit students at Cokes & Clubs.

PHOTO COURTESY DIALOGUE

Buck Fridays voting wall gets student opinion

Three departments send letters of concern about new core to planning committees
Professors in the philosophy, English and religion departments identify problems with the potential core revisions
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It’s more personal than just being about a bra — it’s the 
point behind it.

Jaime Counterman, “Bras”

By angelyn groenBoom
Staff Writer

Hu nd r e d s  o f  d e c o r a t e d 
bras were strung downtown 
Grand Rapids across the Gillett 
Pedestr ian Bridge Saturday 
morning as part of the Bras 
Across the Grand event. 

The 4th annual Bras Across 
the Grand event drew approxi-
mately 300 people, including 70 
breast cancer survivors and other 
members of the community.  

What began in 2009 as an 
unconventional event sponsored 
by Townsquare Media has grown 
into a celebrated community 
event attracting sponsors such as 
Mercy Health and the American 
Cancer Society. 

For $5, community members 
could decorate and hang a bra 
across the bridge, participate in 
a silent auction, enjoy refresh-
ments and participate in healthy 
activities. The event also provid-
ed pampering stations for breast 
cancer survivors.  

According to Tom Cook, pro-
gram director for Townsquare 

Media’s Channel 95.7 and 100.5, 
Bras Across the Grand raises 
awareness for breast cancer and 
provides the community an op-
portunity to show support for 
breast cancer survivors.  

“Anything that raises 
breast cancer awareness 
and promotes early de-
tection and prevention 
is impor tant,” Cook 
said. “The reality is, 
during October there 
are so many ‘pink’ type 
of events that you re-
ally need something in-
teractive and visual to 
help break through the  
c l u t t e r  a n d  m a k e  
people notice.” 

Jaime Counterman, 
community representa-
tive for the American 
Cancer Society, also 
stressed Bras Across the Grand’s 
un ique approach to breas t 
 cancer awareness. 

“Breast cancer awareness ac-
tivities can get lost in a sea of pink 
in October,” Counterman said, 
“and this event is very different 
from traditional activities, which 

helps give it a different angle.”
Cook said the event helps 

support families af fected by  
breast cancer.  

“We've had bras decorated 

by women who are survivors, 
husbands who lost their wives, 
siblings who watched their sister 
fight and kids who saw the dev-
astating effects of cancer way too 
soon,” Cook said. 

Counterman reflected on the 
importance of the event for those 

affected by breast cancer. 
“This is more than just a gim-

mick,” she said. “It allows people 
to honor those fighting breast 
cancer and remember people they 

have lost to the illness. 
It’s more personal than 
just being about a bra — 
it’s the point behind it.”

Katherine Halloran, 
manager of public re-
lat ions and commu-
nicat ions for Mercy 
Health, discussed the 
event’s support of breast  
cancer survivors.

“ T h i s  e ve n t  c e l -
ebrates each survivor 
by making the state-
ment that she is not 
alone as she undergoes 
t reatment and deals 
with being a survivor 
for the rest of her life,”  

she said.
Halloran said one in eight 

women will face the diagnosis of 
breast cancer.

Bras Across the Grand en-
courages women to visit the 
doctor regularly and get mam-
mograms in order to detect  

breast cancer early.  
The event has also attracted 

significant local media attention. 
Jordan Carson, enter tain-

ment correspondent for WOOD 
TV8, stressed the importance of  
the event. 

“What I love about this event 
is though [it] promotes aware-
ness for breast cancer, it’s also 
a reminder for women and men 
everywhere to know their bodies 
and become knowledgeable about 
all types of cancers,” Carson said. 

Rachael Ruiz, host of WOOD 
TV8’s eightWest, commented on 
the creative and unconventional 
nature of the event. 

“It's an extremely visual way to 
get the message out,” Ruiz said. 
“You can't help but smile when 
you see all those beautiful and 
blinged out bras hanging across 
the river.”

The event’s popularity among 
s p o n s o r s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  
 members contributed to its finan-
cial success. This year, Bras Across 
the Grand exceeded its donation 
goal; approximately $23,000  
was raised for breast cancer 
awareness.

‘Bras Across the Grand’ promotes breast cancer awareness

By cariSSa vanhaitSma
Staff Writer

Many people plan to over-
eat, nap and watch football on 
Thanksgiving Day. However, 
more than 2,000 people in Grand 
Rapids will run a 5K that day. 

On Nov. 28, 2013, the 21st an-
nual “Turkey Trot” 5K race will 
take place in Grand Rapids. The 
event is held by Grand Rapids 
Public Schools (GRPS) along 
with the city of Grand Rapids.

Nick Kampmueller, the finan-
cial/events coordinator for the 
GRPS athletic department, said 
the Turkey Trot is essential to 
GRPS’ athletic department.

“ T he  ra ce  p r omote s  ex-
erc ise and good nut r it ion,” 
Kampmueller said. “It is also 
one of our main fundraisers [for 
GRPS athletics].”

Kampmueller said that many 
other public schools are hav-
ing their student athletes “pay 

to play,” meaning each student 
wishing to play a sport pays a fee 
in order to support the costs of 
the sport. 

“This fundraiser allows us 
to keep our athletics free for 
our students, allowing stu-
dents to play sports without a 
fee,” Kampmueller said.

Three years ago, more than 
1000 people ran the “Turkey 
Trot.” Last year, more than 
2000 participated. This year, 
Kampueller says the goal is to 
have more than 3000 people 
participate in the race. 

Kampmuel ler said that 
the race committee tries to 
make the event fun for the  
whole family. 

T h i s  i nc ludes  a  “m i n i 
trot,” which is a race for chil-
dren. Children will receive a 
prize for finishing the race, 
and wil l f inish inside the 
stadium like the rest of the  
registered runners.

Kampmueller also believes 

that the race promotes a “happy 
and healthy community.” 

Martin Avila, a Calvin College 

alumnus, is par t icipating in 
the race for the first time this 

year. He believes the event is 
a good opportunity for Grand  
Rapids citizens.“I think it is a 

good way to get exercise and stay 
healthy,” Avila said. “Especially 

on a day when so many peo-
ple eat so much Thanksgiving  
Day food.”

More than 400 people 
have already registered  
for the event. Participators 
can register online or mail 
in a registration form and 
check. Each registered par-
ticipant gets a T-shirt.

An awards ceremony will 
be held following the race 
and will announce the first, 
second and third place run-
ners for each age division.

Registration for the race 
is $25 until the day before 
the race; day-of registration 
cost is $30. The race will 
begin in front of the Van 
Andel Arena at 8 a.m.; the  
“mini-t rot,” wi l l begin 
at 8:40 a.m. and has no  
registration fee.

All of the proceeds from 
the “Turkey Trot” will go to 

the Grand Rapids Public Schools 
Athletic Department.

GRPS’s Turkey Trot raises money for athletic department

By ericka BuitenhuiS
Staff Writer

“Music is like girls — I like it, 
I am bad with it and I don’t have 
a type,” smirked Calvin student 
Jeff Peterson. 

“Music is a way of expressing 
something with more dimen-
sions than words,” said student 
Hannah Biggs. 

“I try to find songs that relate 
to my life and they make me feel 
better,” explained student Emily 
Annett.

“At Calvin, all kinds of musi-
cal interests are encouraged and 
available,” explained student 
Kristine Bevill, referring to the di-
versity of musical tastes at Calvin.

In the last few months, a vari-
ety of musical events have been 
put on at Calvin, including con-
certs from bands like Switchfoot 
and Kishi Bashi, as well as per-
formance by other independent 
music groups, including Calvin’s 
own Acapella.

Student also have the opportu-
nity to engage in a different type 
of musical environment outside 
the walls of Calvin: the Grand 
Rapids Symphony (GRS).

Through a program known as 

the Student Passport, the sym-
phony invites college students 
from the area to attend several 
concerts for a discounted price. 
Interested students can receive 

a membership card that allows 
them to purchase tickets to a va-
riety of GRS events for only $5. 
Students can either sign up on-

line or when they purchase their  
first discounted ticket.

Classical music, however, 
is something many students 
admitted to only listening to 

while studying. “I like to lis-
ten to it when I do homework,” 
says Annett. “I think they are 
nice to unwind with; you don’t 

have to think — you can just sit  
and listen.” 

However, not everyone agrees 
that classical music should be 
just used for background noise 

to calm down exam anxiety. “I 
think that people who only lis-
ten to it to study are missing the 
point,” replies Biggs. “I think we 

are trained to tune out classical 
music, but in reality we have to 
pay attention to it just as much as 
our favorite pop song.”

GRS makes it clear in their 
mission statement that they want 
to provide an open door “to 
share great music that moves the 
human soul” to students of all  
interest levels. 

The student discount program 
is intended to allow students to 
try out a type of music they might 
not be used to listening to for 
simple enjoyment.

Many students who have found 
out about the discount concerts 
have voiced interest in explor-
ing the world of classical music. 
“I’d love to have the opportunity 
to go to GRS for a discount,”  
admits Beville. 

“I’d go,” says student Dustin 
Hibbler. “It’s really good music; 
it’s relaxing.”

A ny i n te re s ted  s t ude nt s 
shou ld check out  t he GR S 
website for more information 
about the types and dates of the  
discounted concerts. 

“Students should attend to 
gain a new experience,” sums up 
student Hannah Black. “It’s good 
to try something new and this is 
an enjoyable way to do so.”

Grand Rapids Symphony offers student discount tickets

Strung bras raise awareness for breast cancer. 
Photo courteSy WooDtv8

An estimated 3000 people will participate in the annual Turkey Trot. 
File Photo

The Grand Rapids Symphony offers $5 tickets through Student Passport program.
File Photo
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This telescope has a diameter of eight meters and four centimeters 
and will be connected to the largest digital camera in the world, re-
cording up to 30,000GB of data every night.

Nathan McReynolds, “Observatory Corner”

This week the observato-
ry will be open during clear 
weather from 7:30-11:00 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday. 
The weath-
e r  l o o k s 
b e s t  o n 
Monday 
and 
Thursday, 
but there 
i s  s t i l l  a 
chance 
that clouds 
will inter-
fere with 
viewing. 
Common 
items that 
you  m ay 
see in the 
s k y  i n -
clude open 
clusters 
such as the 
Pleiades 
and the E.T. Cluster. There 
might even be the chance of 
seeing Jupiter at the very end 
of the night; unfortunately the 
Great Red Spot is not visible 
until the early morning.

Scientists in the astronomi-
cal community have been 
preparing themselves for the 
coming Large Synoptic Survey 
Telescope (LSST) that is ex-
pected to be finished in 2018. 
This telescope has a diameter 
of eight meters and four centi-
meters and will be connected 
to the largest digital camera 
in the world, recording up to 
30,000GB of data every night 
for a 10 year period. The result 
of this project will be a 10 year 
video of the Southern sky over 

Chile where the telescope is to 
be built.  

Data from this telescope can 
be used in a variety of ways 

including 
keeping 
a n  e y e 
on nea r-
Earth 
asteroids 
and ana-
lyzing the 
nature 
o f  d a r k 
matter. 
U s i n g  a 
technique 
called dif-
ference 
imaging, 
where one 
image i s 
subtracted 
f rom an-
other, ob-
jects that 

appear in one frame each night 
can be found. This includes 
asteroids that pass through 
the field of view or supernovas 
that appear in a galaxy. The 
asteroids can be cataloged 
and monitored if marked as a 
near-Earth object. The super-
nova can be used to find how 
far away a galaxy is and how 
fast it is moving. This data 
can then be used to model 
how fast an object is moving 
the further away from us the 
object is. Results from previous 
catalogues have shown an ac-
celerated rate of expansion in 
the universe leading to the Big 
Bang Theory. Data from this 
telescope can be used as a fol-
low up to these observations.

obse
rvat

ory Corner

BY NATHAN 
MCREYNOLDS

Sunset times for Oct. 25 - Oct. 31: 
6:43 PM - 6:35 PM

BY JACOB KUYVENHOVEN
Sports Co-Editor

In life, there are few truly tran-
scendent moments. You rarely get 
to see examples of beauty so pro-
found and universal that you’re 
left speechless — it’s something 
that only comes along every so 
often. Luckily for the Calvin com-
munity, our time is com-
ing soon. This Saturday 
the Calvin student sen-
ate staff will take on the 
Chimes staff in a soccer 
game. The soccer f ield 
is a canvas, and the edi-
tors and senators will be 
p a i n t i n g  a  b e a u t i -
f u l, beaut i f u l pic ture. 
L e t ’s  t a k e  a  lo ok  a t 
some of  t he  s upre me 
a t h l e t e s  a n d  p h y s i -
cal poetry we can look 
forward to.

Chimes team  -  The 
staff figures they will not 
miss sports co-editor Jacob 
Kuyvenhoven in his ab-
sence. As an anonymous 
source put it, “Cross coun-
try is stupid and Jacob is pretty 
lame too.” Instead, the team will 
rely heavily on the athletic abili-
ties of Nathan Groenewold and 
Connor Sterchi. When asked 
about these editors’ soccer abili-
ties, editor in chief Ryan Struyk 
said, “they’re really good editors 
and really nice guys. They make 
a concerted effort to put out good 

material every week and I ap-
preciate that more than I’d ever 
want them to know.” The staff is 
also not above using smear tactics 
and the power of journalism to 
ensure victory and stir up useless 
controversy. If they lose, expect to 
see “student senate causes $2,000 
raise in tuition via demands for 
extra benches” in the headlines.

Style of Play - “The wall of 

text.” Similar to the effect of 
many Chimes articles, the op-
ponents will be driven to extreme 
boredom by ball-possession tac-
tics, and eventually a goal will 
go in without them noticing. Or 
maybe it won’t. I didn’t read the 
article either.

Student senate team- One 
thing is for sure, the senators 

will be significantly more chis-
eled in their appearance than the 
editors. But this does not mean 
the game figures to be an ath-
letic re-enactment of the Nixon-
Kennedy debates. The senate will 
be out to prove that they are more 
than style over substance. “We 
may just look like pretty faces, 
but we’re gonna muckrake Chimes 
on Saturday,” claimed vice 

president Alicia Smit. 
An athletic infusion 
on the staff with names 
like Jack Van Allsburg, 
Jonathan Manni and 
Maggie Van Winkle 
has the team’s hopes 
high. Concerns remain, 
though. “We’re st i l l 
no t  c o mple t e ly 
sure that David 
Kuenzi can win 
anything where 
he has real com-
petition,” whis-
pered an anony-
mous source.

St yle of Play 
-  “The plat inum 
steed.” What does 
the platinum steed 

do? Well, I don’t ac-
tually know, but it’s 
such a cool name. 
They even made 
a  logo  fo r  i t !  I 
just look at some-
thing like that and 
want to support it. 
Here, I’ll share it on 
my Facebook.

ACADEMIC RIGOR + SERVANTHOOD

At Wheaton College Graduate School, we 

create a community where the culturally and 

theologically diverse student body engages in rich 

dialogue and pursues excellence in and out of 

the classroom. “For Christ and His Kingdom” is 

integral to our students’ experiences, with classes 

that equip them to become a better learner, 

practitioner and Christian. Explore our programs 

and discover how YOU can become better 

equipped to serve the body of Christ and His 

worldwide church.

WHEATON.EDU/GRADSCHOOL

Chimes, Student Senate to face off in display of athletic prowess
The beautiful game just got more beautiful as a battle-hardened staff of newspaper editors and a 

fresh-faced senate of aspiring politicians meet on the hallowed turf of the Beltline sports field.  

In life, there are few truly transcen-
dent moments. You rarely get to see 
examples of beauty so profound and 

universal that you’re left speechless — 
it’s something that only comes along 
every so often. Luckily for the Calvin 
community, our time is coming soon. 
This Saturday the Calvin student sen-
ate staff will take on the Chimes staff 

in a soccer game.

The LSST should start observing 
the cosmos in 2018.

PHOTO COURTESY IRIS PENA PALMA
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the imperative to do justice to 
one’s neighbor. The basic point of 
C/O Exist is to bring something 
of the experience of the Middle 
East to Calvin, breaking us out 
of unhelpful patterns of thinking 
about these issues in the abstract 
without considering the subjec-
tivity and creativity of the real 
people involved. Understanding 
how the United States has shaped 
the Middle East, and vice versa, 
will allow students to come to 
grips with their own cultural 
identities and how these might 
be expressed given what they 
learn. The myriad of injustices at 
work in the relationships between 
Americans and Muslims, in par-
ticular, need to be addressed, and 
I believe that this event can im-
part some wisdom to those who 
are willing to watch and listen.

Last Thursday’s event, the film 
“Broken Cameras,” has already 
past, but its message about the 
disastrous humanitarian conse-
quences of Israeli wall-building 
in Palestine is extremely timely, 
especially given the continued ex-
pansion of settlements in the West 
Bank. The film was sponsored by 
Healing Children of Conflict, a 
group which was founded in part 
by professor Douglas Howard 
in the history department. This 
organization raises funds for the 
purpose of attaining proper medi-
cal care for children affected by 
American wars abroad, particu-
larly in Iraq.

On Thursday, Oct. 24, the 
communication arts and sciences 
(CAS) department sponsored a 
screening of “Close Up,” a film by 
Iranian directorial master Abbas 
Kiarostami, with a contextualiz-
ing introduction by professor Carl 
Plantinga. Iran has boasted one 
of the most creative and brilliant 
national film industries for more 
than a decade, with Kiarostami 
leading the way.

T he Fi lm A r t s 
C o m m i t t e e  h a s 
contributed a f ilm 
a s  we l l ,  n a me ly 
“Persepolis,” an ad-
aptation of Marjane 
Satrapi’s graphic au-
tobiography of the 
same name. Telling 
the story of a young 
Iranian girl’s mat-
uration during the 
Iranian Revolution 
and the subsequent 
Iran-Iraq War, the 
f i l m i s  a  beaut i -
ful animated work 
drawn in stark black-
and-white, tel l ing 
the story of societal 
change from a per-
sonal perspective. 
That screening will 
be on Saturday, Oct. 
26 in the Bytwerk 
Theater.

Next on the agen-
da is “Amreeka,” a 
film showing the dif-
ficulties that Middle 
Eastern immigrants 
and refugees face in 
moving to the United 
St a tes .  Foc us i ng 
on a Palest in ian-
A m e r i c a n  f a m -
ily that moves to the 
suburbs of Chicago, 
it is the debut work 
of director Cherien 
Dabis, who is origi-
nally from Palestine. 
The film received a 
great deal of praise 
f rom crit ics in its 
opening at Sundance 
in 2009, and it will 
be screened Monday, 
N o v .  4  i n  t h e 
Commons Annex 
Lecture Hall.

The ar t history 
department, mean-
while, will be show-
ing “Cairo Time,” a 
romantic drama film 
about an intense friendship be-
tween a Canadian magazine writ-
er and a man she met in Egypt. 
Winning the best Canadian film 
prize at the Toronto International 
Film Festival in 2009, the film is 
a well-regarded piece and will be 
shown in the CFAC on Friday, 
Nov. 15 with an introduction and 
discussion led by professor Craig 
Hanson.

While f ilm has been a ma-
jor strength in Middle Eastern 
art for a long time, C/O Exist 
also features a number of other 
events. Professor Joel Westra 
will be delivering a lecture en-
titled “Envisioning Peace in the 
Middle East” at 4 p.m. in the 
Meeter Center on Thursday, Oct. 
31. This event, sponsored by the 
political science department, is 
sure to be an enlightening one 
for anyone looking to under-
stand the labyrinth of political 
and social conditions that have 
made this region so tumultuous, 
as well as how a solution might 
be found. Earlier this week, on 
Monday, professor Bert de Vries 
gave a talk,“Refugees in the Syria 
Conflict: The View from Zaatari 
Camp,” highlighting how, in the 
euphoria over the diplomatic solu-
tion to Syrian chemical weapons 
stockpiles, the human cost of the 
war in Syria has been muted or 
ignored. As Professor de Vries has 
direct relationships with Syrian 

refugees in Jordan, there will be a 
fundraising event to raise money 
to provide more resources for 
Syrian refugees in Jordan.

Throughout this week, there 
has been an ongoing week of 
prayer for Syria. Students who 
participate have been saying 
prayers in light of the ongoing 
bloodshed in that country, where 
over two million have been dis-
placed as refugees and around 
100,000 have died. Another event 
concerning refugees, this time 
focusing on those displaced from 
Palestine, will be hosted by pro-
fessor David Crump from the 
religion department. This will 
take place on Nov. 5.

Joshua Davis, a singer-song-
writer from Michigan who ran 
across Palestine in an incident 
documented by the film “The 
People and the Olive,” will be 
returning to Calvin following a 
visit to the campus last spring.  
Combining musical performance 
and personal storytelling, Davis 
has a keen eye for observation 
and a powerful story to relate. 
That event will take place in the 
Cave Cafe on Thursday, Nov. 7. 
That same day, the Middle East 
Club will be hosting Taste of the 
Middle East. Those who go to this 
event, which will begin at 5:30 
p.m. in the Chapel undercroft, 
will be able to partake in food 
from Egypt, Iraq, Palestine and 

C/O EXIST
Middle East Culture Series

BY JONATHAN HIELKEMA
Staff Writer

Thursday, Oct. 17 was the 
kickoff day for a special cam-
pus event put together as a 
“love letter” to Middle Eastern 
culture. This event, the C/O 
Exist Middle East Culture 
Series, unites a host of stu-
dent organizations, faculty, 
artists and filmmakers in an 
extraordinary effort to bring 
the bounties of Middle Eastern 
stories and culture to Calvin as 
well as highlighting the inter-
actions and connections of the 
United States with this often 
troubled region. Its very name 
emphasizes both that unity and 
its nature as a message — the 
“C/O” in the name refers to 
the phrase “care of,” so that it 
highlights that it is the work 
of a whole community to take 
“care of” existence — and its 
ethos is reflected in how it has 
joined the efforts of so many 
on campus. 

The theme of C/O Exist 
concerns the intersection of 
cultures and economies, the 
exchanges that take place 
between people of different 
locations and backgrounds. 
Art, film, writing and stories 
circulate between the Middle 
East and the United States as 
readily as do commodities and 
exports. This festival will shed 
light on often-overlooked as-
pects of American and Middle 
East relations, including these 
artistic and cultural products 
that rarely receive mention in 
a mainstream news press that 
is more interested in exploiting 
popular paranoia about Islam 
and terrorism. 

The series also promotes im-
portant values of cooperation 
and understanding, as well as 

Lebanon, all prepared with the 
assistance of Grand Rapids’ 
Middle Eastern community. 
Furthermore, the Cave Cafe is 
also doing a Middle East story-
telling night at 8 p.m. on Oct. 
31 in the Fish House. Those 
from the Middle East or those 
that have visited are welcome 
to share their stories.

In addition to all of this, 
campus cultural magazine 
Dialgoue will be publishing a 
special commemorative issue 
for C/O Exist. It will contain 
the Calvin community’s art 
and writing about the Middle 
East, collected from submis-
sions over the past month. 

Of course, these educational 
events will not be the end. As 
the leader of the Film Arts 
Committee, I played a role 
in the selection of the films 
to be shown, and throughout 
the process have marveled 
at the skillful coordination 
and ambition shown by the 
series’s instigator Priscilla 
Lin. I thank her for the oppor-
tunity to be included in such 
an important event, and hope 
that those of you who read 
this will make it your priority  
to attend some or all of the 
remaining events.

For more in for mat ion, 
please visit the C/O Exist  
Facebook page.

PHOTO COURTESY PRISCILLA LIN

Anna Hackett’s design for Dialogue’s special C/O Exist issue.

PHOTO COURTESY PRISCILLA LIN

Check out C/O Exist’s schedule of films and other events (poster 
design by John Muyskens).
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‘Much Ado’ is so low-budget that the entire film takes place 
in Whedon’s house in Santa Monica, Calfifornia. 

BY JONATHAN HIELKEMA
Staff Writer

Shad has always had a f lare 
for quiet and ornate production, 
using plenty of acoustic and 
electric instrumentation in ad-
dition to sampling and synths. 
Unapologetically emotional and 
a tad corny, the tracks he lays 
down are a perfect match for his 
raps, which are sincere to a fault 
and unrelentingly optimistic. 
On the other hand, on his last 
album, “TSOL,” the Canadian 
artist showed a skillful grasp of 
pacing and sequencing tracks 
so there was never a dull mo-
ment. Though that album was 
often joyous as well as skillfully 
executed, Shad’s efforts this time 
around have produced a much 
less satisfying work, albeit one 
with many enjoyable moments.
   Shad is often associated with 
“socially conscious” hip-hop 
that is ostensibly separated from 
the mainstream of the industry 
by its focus on confronting po-
litical injustice and avoiding the 
indulgent exploitation that often 
characterizes popular concep-
tions of rap music. Some artists 
have resented this label, includ-
ing perhaps its most prominent 
example, Talib Kweli, who repu-
diated it by titling his latest album 
“Prisoner of Conscious.” At this 
point in time, conscious rap has 
been recognized as often grating 
the ears with witless preach-
ing. Shad tends to write lyrics 
that split the difference between 
introspection and social com-
mentary, eschewing irony and 
frequent subtlety for complicated 

lyrical devices that strive to be 
authentic rather than detached.
   Fortunately, that approach car-
ries the album through its first 
half with strong momentum. 

While the opening track ,“Intro: 
Lost,” stumbles into sentimental-
ity in its latter half, subsequent 
tracks like “Y’all Know Me,” 
“Dreams” and “Stylin’” present 
Shad at his best. Technically 
adept on the mic and marshaling 
skillful production — especially 
on the R&B-driven “Y’all Know 

Me” — he progresses into new ter-
ritory while remaining within his 
recognizable and likable persona. 
“Stylin’” was released as the first 
single for the album, and it is also 

easily the best track on the record.
      Built around a hook by fellow 
introspective Canadian rapper 
and singer Saukrates, the album 
features some ego-puncturing 
jokes at the expense of Shad’s 
more pretentious white fans. 
Because he normally presents a 
rather affable persona, the jokes 

land with an acute force, reveal-
ing himself to be clever in pride 
as well as humility. After all, he 
did earn a master’s degree the 
same week he earned the Juno for 

best rap recording.
    Unfortunately, the most experi-
mental and intriguing track on 
the album — the long, contem-
plative “Progress” — proves to 
be the record’s undoing. Starting 
with a stark silence over which 
Shad sings a cover of “American 
Pie,” the track unwinds over 

BY SIERRA SAVELA
Staff Writer

“Much Ado About Nothing” 
is a quick-wit ted, low bud-
get, independent f i lm based 
on Shakespeare’s classic com-
edy. Directed, produced and 
adapted for the screen by Joss 
W hedon (“The Avengers,” 
“Buffy the Vampire Slayer”), 
this film was shot entirely in 
black and white and is a beau-
tiful, passionate work of art.
   With the exception of one line, 
the film follows Shakespeare’s 
play word for word. The actors 
speak entirely in Elizabethan 
while acting entirely in a mod-
ern-day atmosphere. The blend 
seems to come naturally and 
the mix is seemingly perfect.
     “Much Ado About Nothing” 
follows two couples that have 
very different ideas about love. 
Leonato (Clark Gregg) wel-
comes a prince and a few soldiers 
into his home after a war. One 
of the soldiers, Claudio (Fran 
Kranz), quickly falls in love with 
Leonato’s daughter Hero (Jillian 
Morgese); they decide to get 
married. In the days before the 
wedding, the household decides 
to play a game. After hearing 
Benedick (Alexis Denisof ), a 
soldier, and Leonato’s niece, 
Beatrice (Amy Acker), constantly 
fight, they decide to help them 
fall in love with each other. The 
story is a blend of romance, com-
edy and tragedy. 

“Much Ado” is so low budget 
that the entire film takes place 
in Whedon’s house in Santa 
Monica, California. The large 

Spanish style home is the perfect 
setting; there is enough diver-
sity that the audience doesn’t get 
cabin fever. It took less than two 
weeks to shoot and Whedon did it 

all while making “The Avengers.”
The entire f i lm is in black 

and white, which real ly sets 
the mood for a 1950s slapstick 
comedy, which it seems to be 
modeled after. The shots are 
beautiful; there are a lot of scat-
tered lights, which the black 
and white really complement.
   “Much Ado” is very well-
done and well-adapted for the 
screen. Although Shakespeare’s 
dialogue may take an analy-
sis to understand, the acting 
does the job for you. The act-

BY ROSELLE PAZ LANDOY
Staff Writer

Needless to say, it has been a 
good year for female artists in the 
music industry so far.

16-year-old, New Zealand 
native Ella Maria Lani Yelich-
O ’C o n n o r ,  b e t t e r  k n o w n 
as Lorde, sings of her goals 
in the music industry in her 
song “Still Sane.” In the song, 
Lorde sings that she’s “little but 
[she’s] coming for the crown,” 
and “coming for the t it le.”
  So far, judging by her de-
but album, “Pure Heroine,” 
there is no doubt that this teen-
ager is def initely heading in 
the right direction in order to 
be big in the music industry.
   “Pure Heroine” was released 
by Universal Music on Sept. 27 
and is quickly climbing up the 
billboard. This album followed 
Lorde’s EP “Love Club,” which 
she released last November.

Right off the bat, one can 
call this debut album unique. 
Not only is the artist merely 
16 years old, but the album is 
filled with songs that are dif-
fe rent  t han t he pop songs 
we’re all used to listening to.
  The messages in these songs 
range f rom growing up too 
quickly, evident in her song 
“R ibs,”  to  how r id ic u lous 
s o c ie t y  s e e m s  now a d ay s . 
   As she sings in her radio hit 
“Royals,” (which, incidentally, 
passed Miley Cyrus and Katy 
Perry in Billboard’s Hot 100) 
there are still people who aren’t 
affected by modern society be-
cause it “don’t run in [their] 

blood” and they, therefore, “crave 
a different buzz.”

The songs in this album re-
flect several opinions that many 
of this generation can agree (or 
disagree) with. Several lyrics like 
“I’m kind of over getting told to 
put my hands up in the air” in her 
song “Team” may relate to people 
who are tired of songs that sound 
similar and say the same thing. 

Additionally, she has lyrics 
that reflect how much hard work 
it takes to get to a certain goal, 
evident in her song “Glory and 
Gore” where she sings, “glory 
and gore go hand in hand.” Lorde, 
in a way, voices the generation’s 
thoughts through her lyrics, which 
she couples with catchy melodies.
   Not only are the melodies 
catchy, but they are also quite ad-
dicting. I like to describe them in 
this way: some songs are the kind 
that you would secretly dance to 
in your room, while other songs 
are chill enough that you can 
study or do homework to without 
getting too distracted. 

Additionally, her voice has 
a sort of lightness to it in how 
it almost sounds dream-like. 
Some may compare her voice 
to Lana Del Rey’s, and, while 
their voices are slightly simi-
la r in some songs,  Lorde’s 
definitely has a different twist.
   With all this uniqueness — 
her age and her lyrical talent, 
it isn’t too surprising that she 
i s — indeed, reaching that 
crown, perhaps, a bit faster 
than she would have thought.
   If Lorde keeps surprising her 
increasingly sizable audience, 
there is no doubt that she will 
stay at the top for a long time.

seven minutes and often more 
resembles a rock track than a 
hip-hop song. While it works well 
enough by itself, and represents 
a possibly fruitful new direction 
for the rapper’s music, it kills all 
of “Flying Colours’” momentum.
    Despite the admirable plea 
for gratitude that is “Remember 
to Remember,” the punishing 
sprawl that came before it and 
the stumbling “Love Means” and 
“Thank You” that follow weigh 
down the album beyond repair. 
Shad is best, and most effective 
as an activist as well as a rap-
per, when combining his social 
insights with a spryness that he 
lacks on these tracks. The latter, 
layered down with strings and 
piano lines, progresses at a slow 
clip and never does anything 
other than restate what he has 
already articulated better on this 
album or previously in his career. 

By the time the stream-of-
consciousness minimalism of 
“Epilogue: Long Jawn” rolls 
around to clear the air, I was 
thoroughly dispirited by “Flying 
Colours.” Shad has proven that 
he is just as prone to fall into the 
pitfalls of political rap as to climb 
its peaks. His technique is impec-
cable even if his lyrics disappoint, 
and the production team gives 
him some material that pushes 
him in new directions, but the 
overall product is marred by its 
latter half. There is no question 
that Shad has a unique voice, but 
this album is a prime example 
of how even an intelligent and 
tasteful artist can falter at key 
moments. Definitely pick this 
one up, but your mileage on the 
second half may vary.

FILE PHOTO

ing is clear and complements 
the dialogue, which is witty, 
fast-paced and entertaining. 
   Whedon assembled a cast 
from other projects he has 

been involved with, such as 
“The Cabin in the Woods,” 
“Buffy the Vampire Slayer” 
and “Firef ly.” Even though 
it’s not an all-star cast, the 
acting is what makes the film 
so enjoyable. Shakespeare 
film adaptations are always 
in danger of being level and 
unexciting but the “Much 
Ado” actors make it work; the 
film runs smoothly and makes 
sense. The situational comedy 
is on point and the actors re-
ally complement each other.
       

FILE PHOTO

Shad’s ‘Flying Colours’ loses momentum after strong start
Award-winning rapper from Canada will perform at the Ladies Literary Club on November 18

Teen singer impresses
Lorde releases her unique debut album

Joss Whedon adapts Shakespeare
Indie film will be playing in the CFAC on Friday night
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c a m p u s  s a f e t y  r e p o rt
10/14/2013 
A campus safety employee observed that 
a Calvin College sign located on the west 
side of southbound East Beltline had been
vandalized. This is the third time in the 
past three months that this sign has been 
vandalized. There were no known suspects 
or witnesses to the sign being damaged.

10/14/2013 
Campus safety took a report of a larceny 
of a brown Trek 2.7 FX bicycle from the 
vanReken bike rack sometime between
Sept. 30 and Oct. 14. The bike was locked 
at the time of the theft and it had been reg-
istered with the campus safety department. 
The theft was also reported to the Grand 
Rapids Police Department.

SUDOKU
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We were just mentally and physically ready to step it 
up and I think we did that today.

Nicole Michmerhuizen, “Women 1st”

BY ANDRE OTTE
Staff Writer

For the second year in a row, the 
women’s cross country team won 
the UW Oshkosh Invitational. 
On Saturday, Oct. 19, the Knights 
finally got their first cool rac-
ing weather of the season. The 
women took advantage of the 
perfect weather, scoring 71 points 
to No. 6 ranked University of 
Chicago’s 120. 

The Knights were led by fresh-
man Cassie Vince with a fifth 

place finish. Right behind Vince 
was senior Nicole Michmerhuizen 
in seventh place. Junior Sara 
Danner, senior Alyssa Oram, 
junior Kimby Penning, senior 

Rebekah Folkema and freshman 
Lauren Brink placed 14th, 17th, 
28th, 31st and 62nd, respectively.

“I think that this was really 
the first time that we have had 
everybody fully prepared and 
healthy. We were just mentally 
and physically ready to step it 
up and I think that we did that 
today,” said Michmerhuizen after 
the race.

The women are heading into the 
championship season on a good 
note. Vince and Michmerhuizen 
seem to be back at full strength, 
and the reliable middle pack 

is carrying the team in search 
for victories at the MIAA and 
Regional Championships.

Coach Brian Diemer said, 
“The fact that we had both Cassie 

and Nicole running well and in 
there right away sets us up as a 
contender for a top five spot in 
the nation. We also had some 
really good support in Danner 
and Oram. The way they aggres-
sively attacked the race shows 
that we have the firepower to keep 
this going.”

The men’s team made some 
strides in the right direction as 
they beat the first ranked team 
in their regional, Wabash, by 
one point. The Knights took 
seventh place overall. Pacing the 
men was freshman Zac Nowicki 
with a 23rd place finish. Seniors 
Sam Kerk and Philip Spitzer and 
sophomore Jeff Meitler finished 
within a couple of seconds, while 
junior Josh Ferguson rounded out 
the scoring 15 seconds behind the 
pack. Freshman Jonathan Schaap 
and junior Jacob Kuyvenhoven 
were the sixth and seventh finish-
ers for the men.

“The men took a nice big step 
today. They beat Wabash by one 
point, proving that we can ac-
complish our goal of winning the 
regional. Wabash is a tenacious 
team but we have the talent; if we 
bring our best we can beat them 
again,” said Diemer.

Moving on from here, the key 
for the Knights is going to be con-
sistency. The squad has struggled 
all year with consistency and is 
working to get it right in time for 
the most important races of the 
season. “We have some tweaks 
to make in our race strategy,” said 
Diemer, “but if we get it right we 
have the potential to win the re-
gional and set ourselves up nicely 
for the national meet.”

Both teams wil l have two 
weeks off to prepare for their 
next competition, the MIAA 
Championsh ip,  wh ich wi l l 
take place at Hope Col lege 
on Nov. 2.  

Nicole Michmerhuizen placed 7th individually for the Knights.

Women 1st, men 7th at Oshkosh
Cross country teams run well at competitive invitational
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BY BRIAN EXNER
Staff Writer

The Knights took a break 
from facing MIAA teams, 
but they didn’t take a break 
from playing good soccer. The 
women’s soccer team earned 
positive results from two chal-
lenging match-
e s  t h i s  we e k 
as they faced 
W heaton and 
Saint Mary’s.

If the ladies 
w e r e  g o i n g 
to be nervous 
about either of 
the games this 
week, it would 
have surely been 
the first game of 
the week, fac-
ing Wheaton, 
the No. 1 team 
in the nat ion. 
Despite being 
down 2-0 with 
less than 25 min-
utes to play, the 
Knights came up with two 
equalizing goals.

Kailey Jo found teammate 
Heidi Scholten in the 67th min-
ute to give the Knights some 
momentum. Paige Capel later 
took advantage of a scram-
ble and knocked a shot top 
shelf to tie the score. With the 
game winding down, Calvin 
nearly finished the win, ex-
cept for an offsides f lag that 
denied Scholten of a second 

goal that would have put the 
Knights ahead.

Ashton Hearn was put to the 
test in the net, as Wheaton com-
piled 21 shots. Hearn managed 
to make 12 saves of 14 shots. The 
Knights stayed strong through 
two overtime periods, but the 
score remained and the Knights 
took home a point for the tie.

T h e  K n i g h t s 
hosted Saint Mary’s 
on homecoming 
weekend. In the 
31st minute, Taylor 
TenHarmsel took a 
pass from Scholten 
and buried it in low-
er left corner to put 
the Knights ahead.

T h e  K n i g h t s 
came out in the sec-
ond half looking to 
lock up the victory. 
They held off the 
Belles’ attack and 
then created some 
chances of thei r 
own. TenHarmsel 
earned her team a 
corner kick when 

she forced the keeper to make 
a diving save. Danielle Carter 
then out-jumped her defender and 
headed the ball into the net in the 
58th minute. Kelly Koets found 
a goal of her own shortly after to 
put the Knights up 3-0.

The Knights have five con-
ference games left in the sea-
son, only two of which are at 
home. They will play Adrian 
on the 26th and Kalamazoo on 
the 30th.  

BY MATTHEW SCHANCK 
Guest Writer

A Calvin team is headed to 
the playoffs this year and few 
know about it. 

“The men's rugby team is 
headed to the NSCRO playoffs 
for the second year in a row,” 
said alumni Luke Berlin, who 
played for the rugby team from 
2010 to 2013. The NSCRO is 
the National Small College 
Rugby Organization, which 
is the host of small college na-
tional championships.

The rugby team, which plays 
a full-contact sport without 
pads, boasts a diverse group 
of students reflecting the inter-
national popularity of rugby, 

Bode said.  “We have players 
from Africa, the Philippines 
and several missionary kids 
who played in other coun-
tries,” said Bode. “We also 
have players from all over the 
U.S.,” added senior Jasper 
Shangle, who is on the rugby 
team’s leadership.  However, 
the team’s diversity isn’t lim-
ited to cultural diversity.

“We have people from many 
different backgrounds that I 
wouldn’t have known other-
wise,” said Bode. “Some of the 
guys on the team are pharma-
ceutical students getting straight 
A’s, others are not getting good 
grades and one guy is a Civil 
War re-enactor.”

Not only does the team work 
together on the field, Shangle 
said, but they do stick together 
off the field as well.  “We have 
a service event planned,” Bode 
said, “and we helped put up 
some of the art for the artists 
during ArtPrize.”

In addition to service activi-
ties, the team also holds spiri-
tual events.  “We have a weekly 
rugby Bible study,” Shangle said.  
The Calvin rugby team brings a 

Christian per-
spective to the 
field, Bode said.  
“On the field we 
kick their butts,” 
Bode said, “but 
off the field we 
give them hot 
dogs and shake 
their hands.”

The members 
o f  t he  r u g b y 
team work to 
c reate  a  wel -
coming atmo-
sphere for the 
new players like 
those who went 
b e fo r e  t he m , 

Bode said. “When I first started 
as a freshman, I was very ner-
vous,” he said. “Then some of 
the senior leaders, who I try to 
imitate, went out of their way to 
welcome me.”

Saturday’s game against Hope 
will be the team’s first home game 
of the year. The game will start 
at 2:30 p.m. at the North Field, 
located behind the outdoor track.

Rugby in playoffs
Team successful despite its anonymity

The team will play a home game Saturday.
PHOTO BY CALVIN RUGBY FACEBOOK

BY JESSICA KOSTER
Sports Co-Editor

The swim teams had strong 
showings at the MIAA relays, 
with the women taking first in 
nine events and the men taking 
first in eight. 

The wins on the women’s side 
were as follows: senior Kristy 
Kinzer, sophomore Michaela 
Rook us,  jun ior  Lex i  Scot t 
and junior Kathryn Wrobel in 
the 200 medley relay; junior 
Erika Waugh, Kinzer, fresh-
man Megan Schroder and junior 
Betsy Otten in the 200 back-
stroke relay; Scott, freshman 
Adrienne Wesselius, freshman 
Nicole Karl and Rookus in the 
200 breaststroke relay; Wrobel, 
Waugh and senior Elizabeth 
Schleh in the 1,500 freestyle re-
lay; Kinzer, Waugh, Otten and 
Schroder in the 100 backstroke 
relay; Scott, Wesselius, Karl and 
Rookus in the 100 breaststroke 
relay; Rookus, Wesselius and 
senior Margaret Rechel in the 
100 freestyle relay; Scott, Waugh, 
sophomore Alayna Gallegos 
and Kinzer in the 4x100 medley 
relay; and Rookus, Schroder, 
Rechel and Wrobel in the 200 
freestyle relay.

Kinzer commented on her four 
wins saying, “I was more focused 
on how my teammates were do-
ing and the overall atmosphere 
on deck — that's what this meet 
is about. We did a fantastic job of 
cheering each other on and get-
ting people's enthusiasm up. As a 

senior, your perspective changes 
from trying to prove yourself to 
the team and how you fit into the 
puzzle to getting excited for ev-
eryone else. This year, it feels like 
we're much more of a family and 
that's what takes teams places.”

Overall, Kinzer was pleased 
with how her teammates per-
formed. “On the performance 
side of things, I was extremely 
impressed. Calvin dominated 
just about every relay on both 
the men's and women's side and 
some people swam per-
sonal best times or close 
to it.”

Looking out to the rest 
of season, Kinzer thinks 
that Calvin’s women will 
be tough to beat. “We have 
a different mindset this 
year — we're focusing on 
swimming smarter, not 
just swimming stronger. I 
think that many girls will 
surprise themselves by 
the end of the season with 
how fast they'll be and I 
think people are taking 
more chances in train-
ing to improve. People 
are giving themselves a chance 
rather than being afraid of what 
they can do. We have a very deep 
team and I have high hopes for 
this season. Many people ask us 
about Hope and how close the 
rivalry will be this year; it will be 
a tight race at MIAAs, but we're 
not taking the defensive position 
here. Our focus is on building up 
our own team.”

The men took first place in the 

following events:
Senior Andrew Mitchel l , 

sophomore Johnson Cochran, 
senior Peter Johnson and sopho-
more Mitch Schroder in the 200 
medley relay; freshman Brett 
Stoughton, sophomore Brandon 
Muma, freshman Jesse Ruter 
and Mitchell in the 200 back-
stroke relay; Stoughton, Muma, 
junior Nathan Terschak and 
Johnson in the 100 butterfly relay; 
Stoughton, Muma, Ruter and 
Mitchell in the 100 backstroke re-

lay; freshman Eli Holstege, fresh-
man Marshall Campbell, junior 
Andrew Vanderlei and Cochran 
in the 100 breaststroke relay; 
Mitchell, Schroder, junior Alex 
Baumann and Holstege in the 100 
freestyle relay; sophomore Caleb 
Meindertsma, sophomore Aaron 
Venema and Baumann in the 
1,500 freestyle relay; Stoughton, 
Cochran, Mitchell and Johnson 
in the 4x100 medley relay.

Swim dominates MIAA relays Knights tie #1 team

The Calvin men won eight relay events.
Heidi Scholten scored.
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Calvin also gets win over St. Mary’sBoth teams earn the win after stellar team performances
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What ultimately helps us understand theological questions better, pastoral 

questions better and questions of Christian grace, is listening to people’s stories.
Justin Lee,  “Church fails to listen”

Sharon Bytwerk steps down

BY LINNEA MCLAUGHLIN
Guest Writer

Sha ron By t we rk  w i l l  be 
stepping down from her posi-
tion as Calvin College’s spiritual 
director after serving for seven 
years. Her husband, Randall 
Bytwerk, communications pro-
fessor and co-chair, will retire the 
following spring. 

“I wanted a chance to get 
used to a schedule without a 
framework before it was both of 
us getting used to [it],” Sharon 
explained. “Two years ago it 
would have seemed very scary or 
wrong,” but God has gradually 
been giving her “a strong sense 
it’s time to leave.”

 Bytwerk’s role has included 
leading silent retreats, organizing 
prayer walks for college leader-
ship, facilitating open and closed 
prayer groups, one-on-one meet-

ings with students and staff and 
hosting lectio divina in chapel.

 “It’s not like I offer it; I receive 
it as much as anything,” Bytwerk 
said. “These years at Calvin have 
been a tremendous gift for me. 
They’ve given my life purpose 
and framework and joy and re-
lationship, and they’ve made the 
years fly.”

 The feeling is mutual accord-
ing to many members of the 
Calvin community.

 “Joining a prayer group with 
Sharon for a semester was one of 
the best decisions I’ve made at 
Calvin,” senior Brianna Mulder 
said. “Through her, I learned bet-
ter how to sit in silence, wait for 
the Lord and listen for his voice.”

 “I rarely leave her office with-
out being reminded of how won-
derful our Lord is, how silly we 
humans are and how great it is to 
be loved by our maker,” alumna 
Chrissy Lutke said. “Her presence 
and the Lord’s presence within 
her radiate peace.”

 “Many students note how 
God shows up in a special way 
when they talk to Sharon,” Jared 
Votaw, residence director in Boer-
Bennink, said. He explained that 
Bytwerk has a gift for “listening 
to God while listening to me.”

 Bytwerk was Calvin’s f irst 
spiritual director, a role she felt 
nudged towards after the death 
of her twelve-year-old daughter 
in 1996. After Kate died “the 
presence of God was so real, and 
I did not have a place to talk about 
it,” Bytwerk recalled. She took 
classes on spiritual direction at 
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Sexuality Series Director Julia 
Smith explained in her introduc-
tion that Calvin holds to the 
position of the CRC in matters 
of human sexuality as articulated 
on the topic of homosexuality in 
1973 and again in 2002.

“Two key aspects of those 
reports,” Smith said, “are that 
same-sex orientation is not to be 
considered sinful and that sex 
is meant as a gift for a man and 
a woman within the covenant 
of marriage.”

Although Lee disagrees with 
Calvin’s and Hill’s stance that 
consummated gay relationships 
are unacceptable to God and 
gay Christians ought to remain 
celibate, he made it clear that his 
purpose in speaking at Calvin 
was not to debate varying po-
litical stances, but to encourage 
the church to love its members 
regardless of differing views.

Smith discussed Lee’s per-
spective in an interview before 
Lee’s talk.

“His primary concern is for 
the church that we shouldn’t beat 
each other round the head about 
this issue,” Smith said. “We can 
find ways to talk together and live 
together peaceably to talk about 
our disagreements, but in the end 
to just love one another.”

During the question and an-
swer time after his presentation, 
Lee challenged Calvin to dis-
cuss the ways it can care for and 
support the LGBT communi-
ty here on campus in light of 
its Christian Reformed stance 
on homosexuality.

L e e ’s  c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e 
Calvin community was to ask 
more questions.

“ I f  w e ’ r e  a s k i n g  [ g a y 
Christians] to be celibate,” he 
said, “where do we provide av-
enues for companionship?”

Lee concluded by emphasizing 

the importance of listening to oth-
ers in bettering the church’s dis-
cussions regarding LGBT issues.

“What ultimately helps us 
understand theological questions 
better, pastoral questions better 
and questions of Christian grace, 
is listening to people’s stories,” 
Lee said.

Junior Titus Hankins 
said he appreciated 
Lee’s consistent use 
of story to personalize 
these commonly ab-
stract discussions.

“We can state facts 
all day,” Hankins said, 
“but to hear real stories 
and how these issues 
of  sex u a l i t y  a f fec t 
someone’s reality really 
helps you grasp it so 
much more.”

Hankins went on to 
stress the importance 
of these discussions in 
a place like Calvin.

“Our college is be-
ing thrust into a world 
where homosexuality is 
no longer a taboo topic,” 
he said, “so it’s impor-
tant that we know how 
to talk about it well.”

S e n i o r  V i r g i n i a 
Lodge echoed Hankins’ 
thoughts.

“I think it’s really 
he lp f u l ,  e s pec ia l ly 
at Calvin and in the 
Christ ian Reformed 
world with the partic-
ular stance that was 
outlined multiple times 
during the discussion, 
to hear someone who is openly 
discussing their sexuality as a gay 
person,” Lodge said.

Alongside fellow senior Kellan 
Day, Lodge will lead her four-
week group through Lee’s book 
“Torn,” which describes his per-
sonal story of self-acceptance 
and provides insight into this 

Marywood Dominican Center 
for three years and then spent two 
at Calvin Seminary before ap-
proaching Chaplain Dale Cooper.

  “I told him that my desire 
[was] just to be avai lable to 
pray with students — [to] hear 
whatever they wanted to say 
without judging them, and just 
sit and pray with them and lift 
them up to God,” Bytwerk said. 
“Surprisingly, Coop hired me!”

 In the years following Kate’s 
death, the posit ion brought 
Bytwerk healing through rela-
tionships with young women.

 “Any female who walked in 
was immediately my daughter, 
and I could desire the best for 
them so deeply.” Through tears, 
she explained, “I have had seven 
years of absolutely beautiful re-
lationships with young women. 
That is so outrageously healing 
and outrageously a demonstra-
tion of God’s care for me and the 
reality of God.”

 As to what’s next, Bytwerk is 
unsure. She has considered a few 
volunteer opportunities, perhaps 
working with other retirees.

 Students and staff alike will 
miss Bytwerk dearly, but they 
send her off with their blessing.

 “She has given me so much en-
couragement, support and prayer 
over the years, and I know others 
will benefit from that no mat-
ter where she goes,” said junior 
Lyndsay DeGroot. “Her love for 
Jesus is contagious, and she has 
shared it at Calvin — now it’s 
time for her to share his love in a 
different setting and life stage!”

conversation regarding the LGBT 
community in the church.

Lodge hopes the meetings 
will lead to fruitful conversa-
tion regarding LGBT issues that 
will spread beyond the book 
groups and into the broader 
Calvin community.

“I hope that the people who 

participate in the book groups 
can go out from them into the 
campus and be people of dialogue 
who are more informed about 
the ‘issue of homosexuality’ so 
that this can no longer be an 
abstracted conversation, but one 
that involves people’s stories and 
people’s lives,” Lodge said.

Bytwerk leaves in December.

Lee challenges Calvin students to ask 
questions and listen to experiences.
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LEE: Church fails to listen to gays Student serves as elder
Shawnee Park CRC blends generations

BY NATHAN GROENEWOLD
Religion Co-Editor

Four years ago, Shawnee Park 
Christian Reformed Church did 
not have a single college student 
involved in its ministries. Now, 
on any given Sunday, 40 to 60 
students attend the church and 
one Calvin student even serves 
as an elder.

Senior Joel Altena, who grew 
up at Shawnee Park and was 
appointed elder of worsh ip 
in June, explained that in the 
last four years church leaders 
became intentional about in-
cluding the younger generation 
in their community. Altena re-
flected on the significance of this, 
citing the worship service as 
an example.

“When you worship plan with 
a 60-year-old and a 20-year-old, 
it’s a beautiful thing,” he said.

Nick Hopkins, who accepted 

the pastoral position at Shawnee 
Park just over four years ago, 
arrived as the church began dis-
cussing the need to welcome the 
younger generation, confronting 
the cold reality of a gaping hole in 
the 17 to 30-year-old range.

“We concluded that we [were] 
missing a significant segment of 
the population, essentially our 
future,” Hopkins said.

Church members began to act 
on their new vision, providing 
a breakfast for college students 
each Sunday morning. But its 
outreach to students did not stop 
there. Altena said the church has 
developed a multitude of pro-
grams and opportunities in which 
students can take signif icant 
leadership roles.

“[We tell students] first that we 
have a place for them if they want 
to stay,” Altena said. “Second, 
we want to know what they are 
passionate about, and then third, 
if we have a place where they can 
invest in their passion, we get 
them connected.”

For junior Phil Van Eck, this 
meant joining the worship team 
shortly after he started coming 
to Shawnee.

“I attended Shawnee only once 
or twice before I was already 
given an opportunity to help out 
with worship,” Van Eck said. “I’ve 
been playing drums in the praise 
band regularly ever since.”

Shawnee Park’s leadership 
has also encouraged college stu-
dents to start new programs at 
the church.

Alongside Van Eck and ju-
nior Joel Gustafson, Altena has 
started Team Boys, a fast-growing 
group of third grade through high 
school boys who come to be men-
tored in Christian discipleship.

Van Eck also started a small 
but fast-growing video produc-
tions team at Shawnee.

Altena said 12 other Calvin 
s t udents a re ac t ively in-
volved in various ministries, 
including worship teams, 
student ministry and a respite 
ministry for children with 
special needs.

Hopkins ref lected on the 
decision to appoint Altena as 
an elder of worship, a position 
previously reserved for the 
church’s pastor. He said he did 
not want to give students at 
Shawnee marginal leadership 
roles and he felt that appoint-
ing a younger elder on council 
says to students, “We want to 
hear your voice.”

“This is an opportunity 
where we could bring someone 
in who is younger to serve in 
a position that works closely 
with the pastor,” Hopkins said.

Hopkins said appointing 
student leaders in church is 
necessary in a time when large 
numbers of young people are 

leaving the church.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  2 010 

Pew Research Center poll, 
one in f ive adu lt s  under 
the age of 30 ra ised in a 
f a i t h  t r a d i t io n  a r e  now 
disconnected from any kind of 
organized religion.

Hopk ins lamented th is 
exodus, but said he has felt 
called to action, appointing 
student leaders.

“If we want to do anything 
about that, shouldn’t we have 
those people around the table?” 
Hopkins asked.

Yet Hopkins acknowledged 
the call to leadership in a 
church is a two-way street. 
Altena and Hopkins both 
strongly encouraged students 
searching for a church com-
munity to simply find a church 
and love it.

“You’re not going to find the 
perfect church,” Altena said.

Hopkins said that a little 
“church shopping,” as it is 
popularly termed, is not a 
bad thing, but he encouraged 
students to choose a church be-
fore church shopping becomes 
“church dating.”

“Find a church and stick 
with it,” Hopkins said.

Altena said it is hard to 
imagine where he would be 
if he had not plunged into the 
community at Shawnee Park. 
Four years ago, he said he was 
not sure if he would stick with 
the church, yet now he sees 
how important his decision 
to pursue leadership at the 
church was.

“I had a lot of things I didn’t 
like about Shawnee,” Altena 
said, “Parts of it were super 
broken, but when you see 
the people involved and those 
who love the church, it opens 
your eyes.”

Shawnee Park CRC’s college ministry focuses on fi lling the 
hole of young adult aged members in the church. 
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Spiritual Director finishes after seven years of service
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No, we are not in a federal prison somewhere in Idaho.

Anonymous, “Cloverfield”
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  Editor
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JAMES K.A. SMITH
Professor of Philosophy

What are we here for?  This is 
the question that we are asking 
at Calvin College this year — 
as we engage in strategic plan-
ning, search for a new provost 
and reconsider our mission and  
core curriculum.

It might also be helpful, then, 
to remember just what sort of 
institution this is. To crib from 
Herman Dooyeweerd, a philoso-
pher in the Reformed tradition: 
every institution has a multiplic-
ity of “aspects” that mirrors the 
complexity of God’s world. 

For example, a bank is a com-
plex institution that has to deal 
with multiple aspects of human, 
creaturely life. 

While obviously money is its 
focus, it also deals with many 
other aspects: the physical fea-
tures of the bank’s build-
ings; the social dynam-
ics of the organization; 
indeed, insofar as ev-
ery bank also has bath-
rooms, you could say it 
also pays attention to 
the biological aspect of  
our existence. 

B u t  D o o ye we e r d 
would also point out 
that every institution, 
while it includes all of these 
aspects, also has a leading as-
pect that def ines its reason  
for existing.

The leading function of a 
bank, obviously, is the econom-
ic aspect. A bank that focused 
on bui lding more and more  
b a t h r o o m s  w o u l d  b e  a 
v e r y  m i s g u i d e d  b a n k .  I t 
wo u l d  h ave  f o r g o t t e n  i t s  
leading function.

So what about a Christian 

BY ANONYMOUS

Editors’ Note: Chimes has agreed 
to withhold the names of the authors 
of the Cloverfield article due to the au-
thors’ involvement in a closed judicial 
affairs case.

We, the final two administra-
tors of the Cloverfield network 
that was hosted on Calvin’s cam-
pus for most of the last decade, 
are writing this article for three 
main reasons: to clarify what 
exactly Cloverfield was, to clear 
up any confusions about what 
may have happened to us and to  
of fer some f r iendly advice. 
Cloverfield began in 2002, when 
a couple of students decided to 
create an internal network on 
which they would share f iles 
with the rest of Calvin’s student 
body. It was always student-run, 
passed down from year to year, 
and ended with us over the course  
of 2011-2012.

It’s important to note that old 
content is never deleted from the 

hard drives – so when we inher-
ited the contents of Cloverfield, 
it was a collaborative collec-
tion of content over the past 10 
years. This required well over 
4 terabytes of hard drive space. 
The content ranged from TV 
shows and movies to songs and 
computer programs, all available 
for free access to anybody on the  
C a lv i n  ne t wo rk .  Ne w T V 
shows, movies and albums were  
uploaded per request and it  
was updated on a regular basis.

The motive of Cloverfield was 
quite simple: provide the Calvin 
community with free content that 
is downloadable from the inter-
net. Throughout the years, this 
practice has become more and 
more illegal; Congress only re-
cently passed new laws that make 
online pirating highly illegal.

However, there was a deeper 
intention behind providing this 
free content, and that was band-
width maintenance. If current 
non-freshmen can recall, Calvin 
internet speeds were painstak-
ingly slow the last few years, espe-
cially during the night. Contrary 

to popular belief, this was not 
due to “slow internet” – it had 
to do with lots of people down-
loading lots of things all at once. 
Cloverfield tried to combat this by 
providing a central hub for new 
content. Instead of 500 people 
downloading the same content, 
Cloverfield would download the 
new content and share it on an in-
ternal network which would free  
up bandwidth.

It was about a month and 
a half into the fall semester of 
2012 when we were each sepa-
rately approached by campus 
safety and judicial affairs. They 
quickly made it apparent that 
they knew about Cloverfield, and 
knew who had been running it. 
We, of course, did not deny our 
involvement. There was a long 
discussion that ended inconclu-
sively for the time being on what  
was to happen.

The next three weeks were 
among the longest of our lives. 
We didn’t know what was going 
to happen, whether we should 
inform our parents, if we would 
be kicked out of Calvin or if any 

legal authorities would become 
involved. But f inally, af ter a  
horrible wait, we learned that 
Judicial Affairs had decided to 
handle the matter internally. 

We are not writing this article 
because Calvin is forcing us or 
to bring attention to ourselves. 
Actually, we’d rather stay in the 
dark and let Cloverfield slowly 
fade into the history of Calvin. 
However, there are some things 
that need clearing up.

First of all, we’d like to clar-
ify and hopefully debunk some 
crazy rumors we’ve heard about 
Cloverfield. No, we are not in 
a federal prison somewhere in 
Idaho. No, we did not get expelled 
from Calvin and are now on the 
run. We’re both still happily at-
tending Calvin to this very day. 
There were disciplinary actions 
taken against us, but the issue was 
handled by Calvin College.

Second, we’d like to talk about 
the issue of hopeful students  
trying to bring back the glory 
days of Cloverfield by starting up 
their own file sharing on Calvin’s 
network. This is obviously a bad 

college?  I hope it won’t seem 
pedantic to remind ourselves that 
the leading function of such an 
institution is academic, encapsu-
lated in our core work of teaching, 
learning, research and discovery.

This is also why Calvin College 
has had a legacy of faculty gover-
nance: because the faculty who 
have been credentialed to teach 
are charged with the oversight of 
curriculum, and day-in, day-out 
are on the front lines of instruc-
tion and assessment as well as 
the generation of new knowledge.  

We partner with an array of 
staff who are equally committed 
to that mission and who contrib-
ute to the holistic education that 
is the hallmark of Calvin College. 
But we are accredited by a higher 
learning commission.

Precisely because of that, I’m 
puzzled by a recent trend: the 
dilution and diminishment of 
faculty representation on the 

committees tasked with answer-
ing those fundamental questions. 

 Consider,  for examples, 
our search for a new Provost.  
“Provost” is sort of an old-fash-
ioned word for the academic vice 
president of a college — “second 
in command” to the president. 

How odd is it, then, that one-
third of the provost search com-
mittee includes staff who are not 
part of the teaching faculty? 

Don’t get me wrong: these are 

all gifted professionals who 
are committed to Calvin and 
demonstrate excellence in their 
divisions of the college. 

But if this is an academic 
institution, and we’re looking 
for an academic vice presi-
dent who will lead the faculty, 
shouldn’t the search commit-
tee be overwhelmingly — if 
not entirely — comprised of,  
well, academics? 

Or consider a second exam-
ple. Apparently at the request 
of the president, a small team 
has been tasked with rearticu-
lating the college’s mission and  
identity statement. 

Nothing could be more cen-
tral to our work here: this 
touches on who we are and 
why we exist. The result is 
the “vision frame” document 
that has been recently circu-
lated to the faculty, staff, and  
board of trustees. 

 But when we look 
at the ad hoc “evalu-
ation team” that pro-
vided input, there’s an 
odd disparity: admin-
istrators and staff have 
a lmost 40 percent 
more representation  
than faculty.

 We can be grate-
f u l  for  able,  m is -
s ion-minded s ta f f 

a nd ad m i n i s t ra tor s  who  
serve this institution creatively, 
faithfully and gladly. 

But we also do well to re-
member what we’re here for:  
to teach, to learn and to  
research. This is precisely 
why, h is tor ica l ly, Calv in 
Col lege has substant ively  
entrusted its governance to  
the faculty. We would be a 
very different institution if  
that were to change.

idea, since Calvin knows that 
such activity is going on and will 
eventually find you. You will be 
caught and you will be punished. 
We’re not trying to preach about 
how it’s bad to pirate content from 
the internet (though we aren’t 
condoning it, either). We’re just 
trying to say that Calvin is not the  
place to do it. 

This does not mean you can’t 
enjoy new TV shows, movies 
and music for free. After the 
crackdown on Cloverfield, we 
started using Netf lix and Hulu 
for our movies and TV shows, 
and they’re perfectly legal ways 
to enjoy premium content. As 
for music, we use Spotify and 
Pandora, which are both free, 
legal and have the latest and  
greatest songs.

To the few students who know 
our identities, we trust that you’ll 
respect our request to stay anony-
mous. To the rest of the student 
body, we regret to inform you 
that this will be the final chap-
ter of Cloverfield. It was good 
while it lasted.

Longer version online

Last ‘Cloverfield’ administrators offer advice

Faculty governance key to Calvin’s future

If you walk around campus 
long enough, you’ll notice sev-
eral little plaques on the walls 
with Calvin’s vision statement 
on them. It starts something 
like this: “Calvin College is a 
comprehensive liberal arts col-
lege in the Reformed tradition 
of historic Christianity...”

But now it’s getting a re-
vamp. President Le Roy sent a 
survey out to students, faculty 
and staff this week asking for 
input on the all-important job 
of trying to articulate Calvin’s 
mission in a fresh, clear way.

Thankfully, we aren’t the 
only higher education institu-
tion who has thought or is cur-
rently thinking about this task.

Over the summer, I got 
the chance to visit one of 
these schools: Santa Clara 
University, a Catholic liberal 
arts school with about 8,000 
students out in San Jose, Calif. 
During the visit, I got to go to 
a student panel for prospec-
tive students. I was having a 
fun time thinking about how 
I would answer the questions 
if I were back at Calvin: stuff 
about dorm life, how to choose 
a major … all the classics.

Then came a question on 
their core curriculum. Easy, I 
thought. We value liberal arts 
because it makes us more well-
rounded. A liberal arts educa-
tion gives us a broad founda-
tion of basic knowledge so that 
we can be good citizens in our 
communities. And, frankly, it 
looks good on a resume.

It’s a good thing I wasn’t 
the one fielding questions that 
morning, because this stu-
dent’s response blew mine out 
of the water. She answered by 
immediately appealing to her 
Catholic faith. She said that 
the Jesuit Catholic tradition 
emphasized educating the 
whole person, and her faith 
and commitment to grow in 
following Jesus Christ in this 
tradition makes the core cur-
riculum vital to her faith.

Oof. Nothing about being 
well-rounded. Nothing about 
being good citizens. And cer-
tainly nothing about a resume.  
Certainly, these are valid rea-
sons why a liberal arts educa-

tion is important, and they are 
especially important to me as 
a journalist and political sci-
ence major, but they aren’t the 
reason we here at Calvin do 
liberal arts.

If we start separating liberal 
arts and our Reformed faith 
into two pillars, we are making 
a major mistake — a mistake I 
want to correct with this small, 
but fundamental distinction.

At Calvin College, we are 
not liberal arts and Christian. 
We are liberal arts because we 
are Christian.

Our God is sovereign over 
every single square inch of 
creation — from biology to 
polit ical science and from 
music to philosophy. And the 
more square inches we learn 
about here at Calvin, the more 
effective agents of renewal we 
are going to be. As Reformed 
Christians, we know that God 
is redeeming and bringing his 
kingdom not just into our field, 
but into every field.

This explains why th is 
year’s discussions over po-
tential changes to core are so 
passionate — because the core 
is inseparably tied to our call-
ing as Reformed Christians. 
This is an essential concept 
that President Le Roy and our 
board of trustees absolutely 
have to get right this year: our 
Christian identity prompts our 
liberal arts curriculum. They 
are not separate pillars.

There are several worth-
while, valid reasons for the 
liberal arts — but compared to 
the role of liberal arts rooted in 
the redeeming power of Jesus 
Christ at work in every square 
inch of the world — the other 
reasons don’t quite cut it. And 
that’s why calling ourselves 
“a comprehensive liberal arts 
college in the Reformed tradi-
tion of historic Christianity” 
doesn’t cut it either.

So as we work to articulate 
Calvin’s mission in a new way, 
let’s keep our Reformed iden-
tity at the core of everything 
we do here, including — and 
especially — our liberal arts 
education.

~rjs

This is precisely why, historically, Calvin 
College has substantively entrusted its gover-

nance to the faculty. We would  
be a very different institution if  

that were to change.
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