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BY NATHAN GROENEWOLD
Religion Co-Editor

A string of bombings last week 
in the war-torn city of Peshawar, 
Pakistan, hit close to home for 
Calvin students with strong ties 
to the country. The attacks killed 
150 people, 85 of whom were 
killed in a church bombing.  

“This could be devastating,” 
senior Nate Brees thought as he 
read a text about the news of the 
first bombing.

Brees attended high school 
nea r  I s lamabad,  Pa k i s ta n , 
a city about 190 miles east of 
Peshawar. He explained that 
Peshawar has been a dangerous 
area, and he said it is only get-
ting worse. Yet he and senior 
A n i t a  S h e r b e c k ,  w h o  a t -
tended the same high school, 
said the western image of the 
country as a whole is of ten 
skewed by constant reports of 
isolated violence.

 “We only see a small part,” 
Sherbeck said. “There is a normal 
[aside from the violence.]”

The Sept. 22 attack spurred 
the f irst big headlines when 
two suicide bombers killed 85 
Christians leaving a church in 
Peshawar. Since then there have 
been two more bombings in the 

city, the most recent a car bomb 
on Sunday that killed 38 people.

Brees said the attack on Sept. 
22 clearly targeted Christians, a 
group that comprises 2 percent 
of Pakistan’s overwhelmingly 
Muslim population. All three 
attacks were isolated to the city 
of Peshawar. 

“Peshawar is almost in ruins,” 
Brees said. “Missionaries have 
moved out and schools are losing 
enrollment.”

Brees said this exodus results 
from Peshawar’s history of vio-
lence against minority groups, 
Christians being a primary tar-
get. He said Christians are nei-
ther respected nor valued in 
Peshawar and throughout much 
of Pakistan.

“Christians are the lowest 
class,” Brees said. “They sweep 
the streets and clean the toilets.”

Sherbeck could empathize with 
those involved in the attacks. In 
2002, her family was in a church 
bombing in Islamabad that killed 
five and injured 40. Both her par-
ents were injured. She explained 
that because Peshwar is much 
smaller than Islamabad, the 
three attacks will devastate the 
whole city.

Students respond to Pakistan bombings with hope

Anita Sherbeck is pictured overlooking the mountains of Pakistan, where she went to high 
school. Her family lived through a church bombing in 2002.
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BY ANGELYN GROENBOOM
Guest Writer

Since September 2002, Joel 
Navarro has served as a profes-
sor and conductor for Calvin’s 
number of choirs, including 
Capella, Campus Choir, Oratorio 
Society, Lyric Singers and the 
Meistersingers.

But at the end of the aca-
demic year, Navarro will be-
gin a new chapter in his life. 
He will leave Calvin and begin 
working at the Singapore Bible 
College (SBC). 

Navarro will develop and lead 
the Master in Church Music 
program in Choral Conducting 
at SBC. He will also serve as 
a thesis adviser and mentor to 
at least eight graduate students 
in conducting.

Navarro did not take lightly his 
decision to leave Calvin and move 
to Singapore.

“I real ly wanted to ret i re 
here in Calvin, but the Lord 
has other plans and I can only 
follow his voice,” Navarro said. 
“This decision came as the result 
of at least two years of prayer, 
discernment and consultation. I 
have been pushing the idea out 
of my radar for too long.”

In addition to his work as a 
leader and adviser, Navarro could 

Navarro to leave
See “Pakistan,” page 10

be asked to travel to various 
countries in Southeast Asia. 
He expressed his excitement 
at the prospect of engaging in 
missionary work there.

“Over the years, there has 
been an explosion of growth 
in the Christian church in 
Southeast Asia,” Navarro said. 
“Singapore is an ideal in-
ternational hub for church 
leaders to converge and ob-
tain rigorous training and 
global experience.”

Navarro also ref lected on 
how he will be received in a 
country with rich religious 
diversity.  

“It will be up to me to speak 
about my faith in ways that 
respect other faiths, but to 
also provide winsome reasons 
for believing what I believe,” 
Navarro said.

Navarro went on to discuss 
his future role as a Christian 
figure in Singapore.  

“My sense is that my pub-
lic persona in Singapore will 
be largely def ined by my 
Reformed perspectives and my 
Christian witness,” Navarro 
said. “I aim to do nothing less.”

Students and faculty mem-
bers said that Navarro has

See “Navarro,” page 2

BY BEN REITEMA
On-Call Writer

This year returning resident 
assistants (RAs) were confronted 
with changes — the loss of a $250 
returner stipend, assigned deskie 
hours and less community time 

with their floor.
“The returners were pretty 

disgruntled,” senior Atticus Getz 
said. “We all loved being RAs 
the f i r s t  year.  It ’s  come to 
t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  w e  l o v e 
the job so much that we’re 
w i l l i n g  t o  m a k e  s a c r i -
f i c e s ,  b u t  i t  f e l t  l i k e  a 

low blow.”
The cuts and added RA 

responsibilities were a direct 
result of the current budget 
shortfall, according to John 
Witte, dean of residence life.

“Eve r y  de pa r t me nt  a t 
Calvin looked for responsible 
ways to trim expenses last year 
and residence life was no ex-
ception,” he said. “Providing 
front desk services in each 
building is a fairly pricey en-
deavor, given that we have sev-
en residence hall front desks 
and one in the Knollcrest East 
apartments.”

Although the system varies 
from dorm to dorm, RAs cover 
the desk for two hours as part 
of their “on in” duties. RAs are 
usually on in around two times 
per week.

Getz thought that being at 
the front desk this much brings 
its own set of problems, such as 
a loss of hall community.

“Being on rounds is a great 
opportunity to have intention-
al time on your floor because 
you are there anyway,” he said. 
“That’s what I did last year all 
the time. Now, any intentional 
time I would spend, I spend it 
[at the desk.]”

See “Deskies,” page 2
PHOTO BY ANNA DELPH

RAs now required to deskie

RAs now have more on their plate with added responsibilites.
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Jun ior  Ch r i s t i na Picke t t 
echoed his sentiment, but also 
cited some benefits to being a 
deskie.

“You get to know more people 
than those who are just on your 
floor [by being at the desk],” she 
said. “But it is a little bit frustrat-
ing because they say when you 
are on in, you should be present 
on your floor, and if you’re deskie-
ing that makes it really difficult.”

Along with a loss of time on 
their f loors, returning RAs lost 

Prof. VanHorn organizes new beekeeping club on campus
ERICA MULLINS

Guest Writer

In the United States there is a 
bee crisis; the honeybees are dis-
appearing due to what experts are 
referring to as Colony Collapse 
Disorder (CCD). During the last 
winter alone, nearly one-
third of the honeybee 
population died off. 

But more is at stake 
than a species of insects. 
The future of our food 
supply, and even our pop-
ulation, are all affected  
by honeybees.

Calvin students and 
faculty are making at-
tempts to do their part 
on the local scale.

Professor VanHorn 
i n  t h e  g e o lo g y  d e -
p a r t m e n t  i s  v e r y  
enthusiastic about the 
prospects of the new 
Beekeeping Club on 
campus. VanHorn is  
t he  f ac u l t y  adv i sor 
who initially organized  
the club. 

“I have been over-
whelmed by the interest,” he 
said, pointing out that about 30 
students have expressed interest 
in being involved and this interest 
continues to grow.

What can the students of 

Calvin College do to help this 
national crisis?

The students and faculty get-
ting involved with the club have 
their first informational meeting 
on Monday, Sept. 30 at 7 p.m. in 
North Hall 078. The fall and win-
ter meetings will be more centered 
on the informational parts of bee-

keeping. VanHorn also has sever-
al documentaries in mind for the  
group to view. For the con-
ve n ie nce  o f  s t u d e nt s  who 
are commit ted to other ac-
tivities, there may be several  

different times when people can 
meet.

VanHorn is unsure of exactly 
where the group will keep the 
bees once spring arrives, but 
there is a potential for high suc-
cess in the nature preserve on 
campus, where it will be easier 
to see the outcome of the bee-

keeping. VanHorn would like the  
club to stay as inexpensive, 
naturalistic and least harmful  
as possible. 

The hobby of beekeeping is ap-
parently relatively simple. Most 

of those who are involved have 
previous experience in beekeep-
ing; however, there are no worries 
for inexperienced members since 
they will learn through practice, 
he said. Between the students, 
faculty, informational videos 
and websites available to those 
involved, there will be plenty 

of information to help  
the newcomers.

VanHorn is hoping 
that, in addition to get-
ting actual experience 
in beekeeping, the group 
will get to see other api-
aries (places where bee-
hives of honeybees are 
kept) such as: local hob-
byists, faculty members  
w i t h  ap ia r ie s ,  loc a l 
fam i l ies  of  s t udent s 
with apiaries and may-
be, one day seeing how 
b e e s  p ol l i n a te  on  a  
commercial scale. 

Va n Hor n  s a id ,  “ I 
would also hope to have a 
few guest speakers and at 
least one formal research 
presentation given in the 
spring by students from 
the group around the 

topic of beekeeping.”
There has been more buzz 

generated by the topic of bees 
on campus than most would’ve 
expected, but there is plenty of 
room for growth.

the $250 returner stipend that was 
assured for RAs working their 
second year. They also have not 
received any extra compensation 
for being at the front desk.

“For this year, the weekly desk 
hours were included in the RA 
job descriptions as an in-duty 
night function and so there was 
no compensation for this,” Witte 
said. “We are already essentially 
paying RAs to be in buildings on 
in-duty nights, so this formalizes 
what they do while on in-duty.” 

Besides the loss of the stipend 
and added hours, Getz found the 

quick training session for deskie 
duties to be inadequate.

“They expect us to be profes-
sional deskies and then they gave 
us 40 minutes of deskie training 
that was just a blur,” Getz said. 
“I’ve made multiple mistakes at 
the desk job since I haven’t been 
properly trained.”

But not all returning RAs felt 
the same way as Getz. Senior 
Corrie Baker was more tolerant 
of the changes.

“Most of my friends at state 
schools who RA have to deskie. 
Calvin is one of the last schools to 

New student club at Calvin will teach people the practice and hobby of beekeeping.
PHOTO COURTESY OF  WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Deskies: Budget cuts force RA changes
have RAs that didn’t deskie,” she 
said. “I don’t think it’s a huge life-
changing issue. I have residents 
who come out and talk to me.”  

While responses to the in-
creased RA duties and the cuts 
have varied, the change was ex-
pected to bring some flak with it.

“We knew this change from 
the past wouldn’t necessarily be 
well-loved, particularly for any 
RAs who were returning from 
the previous year,” Witte said. 
“But I’ve been encouraged by 
the willingness to try this and the 
open attitudes they’ve displayed.”

Continued from page 1 

made a significant impact on 
Calvin’s community.

Capel la member Chelsea 
LaJoye ref lected on Navarro’s 
in f luence as a teacher and  
conductor. 

 “I have witnessed true humil-
ity,” LaJoye said. “I have seen 
grace given and received, and I 
have learned to feel pure joy in a 
single moment. Dr. Navarro is a 
man of many facets and depths.”

For mer Capel la  member 
Dana Krol also ref lected on  
Navarro’s depth.

“Dr. Navarro is a dreamer,” 
Krol said. “You can tell that he 
listens to his heart. He would of-
ten get lost in the lyrics or sounds 
of the various pieces.”

She went on to describe a par-
ticular instance that demonstrates 
Navarro’s passion.

“I remember one concert,” 
Krol said. “We were singing a 
song, and he was so moved, he 
had tears in his eyes as he di-
rected. It was very cool to see so 
much passion for music.”

Navarro’s passion for music 
and life is evident in his extensive 
involvement in Calvin’s programs 
and the community. 

In addition to his involve-
ment in Calvin’s choirs and mu-
sic department, he has been in-
volved with the Multicultural  
Af fai rs Commit tee, Chapel 
worship, the Calvin Worship 
Symposium and other confer-
ences and events.

T h roug hout  h i s  yea r s  a t 
Calvin, Navarro also influenced 
numerous members of faculty 
and staff, including professor and 
conductor Tiffany Engle.

“He is one of the best conductors I  
have had the honor of working 
with,” Engle said, “not just be-
cause of his technique, but be-
cause of his innate musicianship. 
He has the amazing ability to  
get out of ensembles more than what  
they ever thought they could do on  
their own.”

Professor  and conduc tor 
Charsie Sawyer echoed Engle’s 
high regard for Navarro.

“Joel is not afraid to show emo-
tion and I respect him for his sin-
cerity and knowledge of his craft.” 
Sawyer said. “He has influenced 
many future conductors, musi-
cians, students, church leaders 
and members because of his love 
for music, people and God. He 
has been an advocate for justice  
and equality.”

Ca lv in s t udents and fac-
ulty expressed their respect  
for Navarro as both a talented 
instructor and man of God.

“He has been a tremendous 
source of support and encour-
agement for me, and I really 
hate to see him go,” Engle said. 
“However, I deeply respec t 
his response to God’s call — 
the fact that he is starting this  
new chapter f u l ly aware of 
God’s purpose is such a won-
der f u l  example of who Dr.  
Navarro is.”

Although Navarro expressed 

his excitement for beginning 
a new chapter in his l i fe, he 
also expressed his sadness over  
leaving Calvin.

“What I wil l truly miss is 
seeing Calvin’s future under 
the guidance and leadership of 

Navarro: Music professor leaves Calvin for Singapore
President Le Roy,” Navarro said. 
“I wanted to see the fruits of our 
collective efforts at reimagining 
the college’s future … By and 
large, the quality of my Calvin 
experience will likely go down as 
the best 12 years of my life.”

Professor Joel Navarro has taught at Calvin College since 2002.
PHOTO COURTESY JOEL NAVARRO
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Student opens for comedian Chris James
ANNA DELPH

Photography Editor

Students and faculty filled 
the CFAC auditorium Friday 
night for the Buck Fridays 
Comedy Showcase, which 
inc luded Ca lv in Improv, 
professional comedian Chris 
Ja m e s  a n d  w a s  o p e n e d 
b y  C a l v i n  s o p h o m o r e 
Michael Ribbens.

R ibbens’ f i rst s tand-up 
performance was at Calvin’s 
talent show last year, which 
he won. This past summer, 
Buck Fr idays approached 
him asking if he could do it 
again. R ibbens was more 
than happy to accept the 
offer of a second performance.

But the prospect was also 
daunting. He had to come up 
with a lot of new material, and 
he was worried it wouldn’t be 
as good as the first time.

“I was worried there would 
be a n ac t ua l  sophomore 
slump,” he said. “I’m literally 
a sophomore now.”

Ribbens was also concerned 
about playing for an audience 
who had already seen him.

“This time it was different 
because I had the expectation 
of ‘OK, well, this guy should 
be funny,’” he said. “In the 
first show there were low ex-
pectations, because I was a 
freshman doing standup in a 
talent show.”

But having experience on 
his side was a plus.

“I was less nervous and 
more relaxed,” he said. “It 
wasn’t as much of 
a rollercoaster ride 
as last time. Last 
time it was very 
crazy because it 
was all very new 
... I had a lot more 
fun this time; I got 
to enjoy it.”

Ribbens’ only 
p u b l i c  p e r f o r -
mances have been 
at Calvin, but he 
has also helped 
produce YouTube 
v i d e o s  c a l l e d 
“ H o w  t o  D o 
things,” which he 
describes as “in-
st r uc t ional but 
not instruction-
al type videos.” 
H e  a l s o  p r a c -
tices his comedy 
through Facebook 
statuses.

R ibbens sa id 
he tries to write 

a joke every day. He keeps these 
stored in a Word document, but 
he also writes them on his door to 
share with floor mates. To him, 
it’s a matter of discipline.

“I t ’ l l  be  l i ke  one i n  t he 
morning,” he said, “and I’l l 
just be standing at my door 
l i ke  ‘ t h i n k…what ’s  f u n ny, 
potatoes? Something about po-
ta-no, I already did potatoes.’ 
A nd  my r o om m ate ’s  l i ke , 
‘ g o  t o  b e d  —  y o u  d o n ’ t 
have to do that,’ and I’m like, 
‘yes, I do.’”

Comedy, he says, requires prac-
tice and a lot of trial and error.

“Like 98 percent of the jokes 
I’ve thought of are like … so 
bad,” he said. “It’s kind of ter-
rifying because it’s so easy to be 
f unny around your f r iends, 
b u t  t h e n  t o  b o t t l e  i t  t o 
the point where you can just have 
your voice amplif ied and say 
it at strangers with no context, 
that’s the hard part.”

“It’s not just saying jokes,” he 
said. “It’s telling jokes; to make it 
feel natural but still be prepared 
is the tricky part.”

Ribbens said he current ly 
has no plans to pursue a profes-
sional comedy career. His main 
goal is to finish college, but he 
says he’ll always have comedy 
on the side.

“I t ’s  good to  k now t ha t 
I could at least kind of do it, 
but I still want to get my degree,” 
he said. “If my life really falls 
apart, I know that I can just stumble 
i n t o  s o m e  r i n k y - d i n k 
comedy bar and tell some jokes 
about food or something. It’s nice 
to have a fallback plan.”

Prayer vigil for Kenya held by students
JERONICA ANDREWS

Staff Writer

Calvin’s community gathered 
Monday evening on Commons 
Lawn for a vigil held in honor of 
victims of the terrorist attacks in 
Kenya. More than 150 students, 
faculty, alumni and community 
members united for a time of 
prayer, sharing and singing.

 Students and faculty shared 
poems, thoughts, encouragement 
and hopes for the future of Kenya. 
Many prayed for healing for 
those affected.

The vigil for Kenya was orga-
nized by students who are native 
Kenyans and missionary kids 
who have lived in Kenya. The 
African Student Association also 
helped organize the event.

Organizers wanted to use 
the v ig i l to educate at tend-
ees about world events and 
their significance.

“Through this vigil, we want 
to raise awareness at Calvin, to 
show that Calvin’s American and 
international community are af-
fected by this event,” said Jieun 
Lee, who helped organize the 
event. Lee is a Korean missionary 
kid from Kenya.

On Sept. 21, gunmen from 
the Islamist militant group al-
Shabaab stormed the Westgate 
Mall, an upscale shopping mall 
in Nairobi, Kenya. The attack 
turned into a hostage crisis that 
lasted until Sept. 24. The death 

toll has risen to 67 with many 
others still missing.

For Calvin’s students from 
Kenya, the death toll hits close 
to home as their former schools 
mourn the loss of schoolmates’ 
parents and friends.

Calvin students who grew up 
in Kenya remember Westgate 
Mall as a popular weekend hang-
out location.

“My family would go there for 

every birthday and anytime we 
needed groceries. I can’t believe 
the place we frequented is now in 
rubble,” said Kimberly Kinzer, a 
senior missionary kid from Kenya 
who helped organize the vigil.

The terrorist attacks were a 
reality check for students whose 
families live around the world.

 “Life is precious — any of us 
could have lost a sibling, a parent, 
a family member or a loved one,” 
said Kinzer. “My first thought 
after the news broke out was, ‘was 
my family there, did my relatives 
go to the mall this weekend?’ 
The attacks are a reminder that 
it could happen anywhere and 
at anytime.”

A common theme at the vigil 
was that more students than 
we know were impacted by 
the attacks.

“Look around you,”said Joella 
Ranaivoson, a 2013 Calv in 
alumna. “Many of us don’t look 
Kenyan but we have lived in 
Kenya and that is where we call 
home. So many of us are im-
pacted directly and indirectly by 

these attacks.”
With Calvin’s international 

student enrollment now making 
up 13 percent of the student body, 
Linda Bosch, assistant dean of in-
ternational student development, 
emphasized the importance for 
Calvin to be aware of news that 
affects students. 

Organizers of the vigil voiced 
concern about Calvin’s silence 
regarding the attacks in Kenya.

“I went to all my classes the 
following Monday and nobody 
made any mention of the attacks 
in Kenya,” Lee said. “There 
were no comments, prayers or 
anything about Kenya. I think 
that there is a lack of awareness of 
what goes on outside of Calvin.”

Kinzer added the importance 
for Calvin to be intentional about 
being a community that cares.

“We are encouraged as stu-
dents to support and encour-
age the community through 
StreetFest,” Kinzer said. “But 
every day should be StreetFest. 
We need to be intentional about 
building our community in Grand 
Rapids and around the world.”

Organizers hope that this vigil 
will be the start of many similar 
prayer events.

“At Calvin, God has given us 
the gift of a community that can 
pray together, share together and 
heal together,” Lee said. “So we 
hope that through this vigil, and 
many other similar events, we can 
do just that and together depend 
on God to restore our world.” Michael Ribbens is a sophomore at Calvin.

Calvin students hold a prayer vigil on commons lawn for victims of Kenya’s Westgate Mall attacks.
PHOTO BY  ANNA DELPH

Ribbens performs live

PHOTO BY ANNA DELPH

BY LAUREN DEHAAN
Local News Editor

Faculty senate added a sec-
ond student representative to 
the core curriculum commit-
tee for a two-year trial period 
Monday night.

Calvin’s committee on gover-
nance had unanimously approved 
the proposal from student senate 
late last spring.

The approval of the second 
representative came without a 
vote from the core curriculum 
committee itself. 

Student senate initiated the 
proposal to increase student 
representat ion in decisions 
about core. 

“We were concerned about 
student representation on that 
committee given the nature of the 
discussion,” said David Kuenzi, 
student body president.

The proposal came directly 
from student senate and was 

brought to the provost and the 
committee on governance.

“I met with Provost Beversluis 
after having drafted a proposal,” 
Kuenzi said. This proposal then 
went to the committee on gover-
nance, where it was discussed and 
ultimately approved. 

After some discussion, “a ma-
jority of the committee on gov-
ernance thought the reasons in 
favor of adding a second student 
outweighed reasons against, so 
it was worth trying,” said phys-
ics professor Loren Haarsma, 
a member of the committee on 
governance at the time of the vote.

The discussion mainly cen-
tered around skepticism of the 
motives behind placing a sec-
ond student representative on 
the committee.

One concern was that student 
senate was not considering the 
needs of the committee itself. 

“I believe the primary reason 
[for the proposal] is that they felt 
it would be a good experience for 

the students. It was a way to help 
students and not so much the 
committee,” said English profes-
sor Karen Saupe, a member of 
the committee on governance at 
the time.

The committee on governance 
also raised questions about the 
practicality of adding another 
member to the committee.

“Adding more people to any 
commit tee sometimes drags 
out discussions and makes it 
take longer to reach consen-
sus, without improving quality,” 
said Haarsma.

According to Haarsma, stu-
dents tend to think short-term 
about fulfilling requirements and 
completing programs to prepare 
for jobs. Professors tend to think 
longer term about what students 
will need for the rest of their lives. 
Haarsma said the core committee 
is focusing on the long term. 

Others argued that placing 
two student representatives on a 
committee is beneficial because 

they can work together to more 
accurately ref lect the views of 
the student body as well as par-
ticipate more effectively during 
the meetings. 

“A single student on a com-
mittee might feel he or she needs 
to represent the views of all stu-
dents, which is especially difficult 
when students don’t all agree; two 
or more students on a commit-
tee make it easier to represent a 
diversity of views,” said Haarsma.

K u e n z i  a g r e e d  w i t h 
this assessment.

“The role of the second rep-
resentative is to supplement the 
input of the first. I would imag-
ine that these two reps would 
collaborate to serve the needs 
of the student body as a whole,” 
said Kuenzi.

Student senate star ted the 
process last spring and wanted 
the approval to come as soon 
as possible. 

According to Kuenzi, stu-
dent senate consulted John 

Kloosterman who was a mem-
ber of the committee last year 
but they did not go to the chair 
of the committee. This was be-
cause they sought an approval as 
quickly as possible.

“Committees are delicate and 
change is hard to come by,” said 
Kuenzi. “We very much believe 
in respecting the governance of 
the core curriculum committee, 
but often making real changes 
for improvement of student 
v o i c e  c a n  g e t  c a u g h t  i n 
red tape, we wanted to avoid 
that and be a senate that get 
things done.”

Br uce Berg lund, chai r of 
the core curriculum commit-
tee, said that he did not expect 
any problems with a second 
student representative.

“Within committees, members 
of governance over the committee 
seek to work toward consensus so 
I can’t imagine two students be-
ing part of a voting block against 
faculty,” Berglund said. 

Second student representative added to core committee
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‘Fleurs et riviere’ is my homage to one of the greatest minds 
in art and a personal hero.

     David Dodde, “Calder”

BY ERICKA BUITENHUIS
Guest Writer

The Grand River recent ly 
became the center of a new res-
toration plan, the Grand Rapids 

Whitewater Project, which aims 
to remove several of the dams 
that have been const r uc ted 

over the years, which have di-
verted the course of the original 
rapid pattern. 

By taking out the dams, the 
natural rapids would return. 

This project has garnered sup-
port from the White House, and 

is estimated to cost $27 million; 
private, state and federal fund-
ing are being pursued in order to 

cover these costs. 
Regardless of the price tag, city 

leaders feel it is the best course 
of action; assistant planning 
director Jay Steffen told mlive.
com that he feels that they would 
be “looking at a better river in 

the end.”
But not al l are in support 

of  th i s  new in it iat ive.  The 

Sixth Street dam, one of the 
dams selec ted for removal, 
is a favorite fishing spot for some 
local fishermen. 

The spot can be a bit crowded, 
and if a lot of anglers are down 
at the same time, catching fish 
might prove to be a bit harder 
than expected. 

Matt Wakoski tells mlive.com 
that, “one guy might lose a fish 
because he gets snagged up on 
another guy's line, but it's part of 
being down here.” 

Regardless of the challenges 
presented by fishing in the river, 
anglers still find it enjoyable to be 
downtown fishing. 

“ I t ' s  a  r e -
s p e c t  g a m e , 
but it 's  f un,” 
says Josh Price 
to mlive.com. 
“You're r ight 
in the middle 
of downtown, 
t h e  w e a t h -
e r  c o u l d n ' t 
b e  b e t t e r 
and I enjoy the 
scenery.”

In order to 
save their fishinghole, a group 
of anglers have decided to take 
matters into their own hands 
and come up with a suggestion 
of their own. 

Naming their plan Grand 
River Future Vision, this group 
has  c reated a  blue pr i nt  of 
their own dreams for the riv-
erbed, complete with a gated 

spillway for kayakers and a lam-
prey barrier.

The fishermen’s plan doesn’t 
fo rge t  about  t he  des i r e  to 
restore the original patterns of the 
rapids. Their plan includes putting 
in shoals and rocks to help cre-
ate the natural f low the river 
once had. In one attempt to raise 
awareness for their defense, an 
unknown fisherman went so far 
as to write out “Save our Dam” in 
the green moss that coats the side 
of the dam.

The leaders of the Grand 
Rapids Whitewater Project are 
aware of the various parties of 
opposition. 

They are attempting to engage 
the public and calm any fears 
the public has about the changing 
environment of the river. 

But amidst al l the hubbub 
surrounding the project, Steffen 
replies, “the goal in the end is 
to enhance the river by putting 
the boulders back in and provid-
ing a better sturgeon habitat.”

Grand Rapids fi sherman disagree with plans to remove Grand River dams in downtown GR. 
FILE PHOTO 

Local fishermen push back on plans to remove dams
Plans to restore the Grand River to its natural state receive unexpected criticism

BY CARISSA VANHAITSMA
Guest Writer

On Sept. 27, thousands of 
Art Prize attendees gathered in 
Rosa Parks Circle to watch videos 
of cats. 

The “Inter net Cat Video 
Festival,” star ted by Walker 
Ar t Center as a par t of the 
Minnesota State Fair, traveled to 
Grand Rapids as an official Art 
Prize event. 

The showing of the 75 min-
ute  compi lat ion of 
v ideos  wa s  not  a n 
Art Prize submission 
but an event offered 
free of charge. More 
than 1,000 people came 
to watch the videos. 

The Inter net Cat 
Video Contest is an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c a t 
video competition. 

The contest for “best 
video” is internet based, 
and submissions came 
from all over the world.

The Internet Cat 
Video Contest was first 
held last year, and the compila-
tion of the videos debuted at the 
Minnesota State Fair.

 The contest was held again 
this year, where the best  videos 
were shown again at the State Fair 
o n  A u g .  2 8 .  M o r e  t h a n 
10,000 people came to watch 
internet cat videos together at the 
State Fair. 

Walker Art Center started the 
“Internet Cat Video Festival” 
a s  a n ex pe r i ment  combi n-
ing individual activities and 
social activities. 

Watching cat videos online 
is an individual activity, but 
watching cat v ideos on l ine 
projected onto a large screen 
with 1,000 other people is a 
social activity. 

Some people enjoyed the video 
showing at Art Prize, while oth-

ers found it strange. 
Calvin College alumna Marie 

Vogel also attended the video 
showing. “I have a soft spot for 
cat videos,” Vogel said, “ and 
have to agree with the creators 
of the festival that cat videos 
bring people together. Plus, I'd 
never seen Grumpy Cat on a big 
screen, and figured that was a rite 
of passage for all internet-loving 
millennials.”

Vogel said the video show-
ing was a good exper ience. 
Many attendees wore cat-ears or 

make-up to the showing, and 
many children seemed excited to 
watch the videos.

“It was clear some people had 
gotten ready together before 
coming,” Vogel said, “which 
reinforced the idea that some 
of the things we do independently 
are more fun together. 

It was really fun to all laugh to-
gether and be surprised together,” 
Vogel said.

Vogel found some of the vid-
eos less intriguing, and she said 
some of the foreign Internet cat 
videos moved slower than she 
was used to. Overall, Vogel en-
joyed her experience.

“The ridiculousness of it all 
— going downtown to sit on 
the ground with strangers and 
watch cat videos — made every-
thing much funnier,” Vogel said.

The event received mixed reactions.  
PHOTO COURTESY OF KATELYN  TUCKER 

Cat Videos at ArtPrize
BY VALERIE GREER

Guest Writer 

Where there’s art, there’s 
surely controversy. This year’s 
Ar tPr ize is no except ion. 
David Dodde’s “Fleures et 
riviere” is one particular con-
troversial piece this year.

Dodde’s ent r y i s  ac t u-
a l ly  a n  a d d i t io n  t o  t he 
Calder,consist ing of large 
white magnetic f lowers all 
over the iconic sculpture, 
he explains.

The piece has received 
mixed reviews. El izabeth 
White, deputy city attorney, 
wrote to Calder Foundation 
President Alexander Rower af-
ter receiving complaints from 
citizens regarding the addition, 
according to MLive.

White believes it is good that 
the piece promotes discussion 
among citizens. However, she 
is concerned about the entry’s 
effect on the city’s relationship 
with the Calder Foundation.

“The city of Grand Rapids 
does not intend to a l low 
this temporary installation to 
diminish a valued partner-
ship bui lt over 40 years,” 
White said.  

Rower told MLive that he 
“initially saw this installation 
as whimsical and attractive.” 
In a response letter to White, 
however, Rower agrees that the 
addition to the Calder is not 
effective as an enhancement.  

“The history of art has been 
enriched on multiple occasions 
by temporary interventions or 
responses to masterpieces by 
fellow artists,” Rower said. 
“However, its success rests 
on the intellectual rigor of the 
dialogue and the intervenor’s 
deep understanding of the 
original work. I regret that 
n e i t h e r  a p p l i e s  t o  t h i s 

unfortunate example.”
According to Mlive, artist 

Alexander Calder’s grandson 
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  e n t r y  a s 
an “abomination.”

He said it “reflects an utter lack 
of understanding and respect” of 
his grandfather’s original work. 
However, there are some who do 
like the temporary additions to 
the Calder.

Kendall College student Clare 

Mulderink believes that Dodde’s 
piece brings life to Grand Rapids 
and the Calder, which has become 
a mascot for the city. She also 
said the piece shouldn’t have been 
taken down since the additions 
were temporary.

“These aren’t stickers; it isn’t 
white paint. They are simply 
magnets,” Mulderink said. “I 
could understand the issue if his 
art were a permanent thing, but 
it is easily removable and will do 
no harm to the surface.”

ArtPrize attendee, Linnae 
Delcast i l lo, is visit ing f rom 
Portland, OR. She was sad to see 
the flowers had been removed and 
the sculpture wasn’t how it looked 
in the photos she had seen. She 
said she doesn’t understand why 
some people are so upset.

“If they’re supposed to be art-

ists, why can’t they express them-
selves?” Delcastillo said. “It’s 
kind of sad, especially since the 
artist is native to Grand Rapids. 
He appreciates the Calder as 
much as any other person from 
here,” she said in response to 
reading Dodde’s artist statement.

Dodde said the Calder was 
an important iconic piece while 
growing up in Grand Rapids.

“‘Fleurs et riviere’ is my hom-

age to one of the greatest minds 
in art and a personal hero. Thank 
you Alexander Calder, your 
lessons were not lost on me,” 
Dodde said. While the piece was 
ordered to be taken down, Mlive 
News reported that the disas-
sembling date was postponed 
through Oct. 1 to allow Dodde’s 
son, who has Down Syndrome, 
to see his father’s art during his 
school field trip.

Dodde told Mlive he is gracious 
and touched by this effort. “I had 
nothing to do with this, but it’s 
true,” Dodde said. “Apparently, 
somebody called the mayor on my 
son’s behalf. Someone tugged on 
Mayor Heartwell’s heartstrings.”

While Dodde is disappointed 
his piece was taken down, he
 is grateful that his son got to 
enjoy it.

Painted Calder attracts a lot of attention and critisim. 
FILE PHOTO

Calder entry receives criticism

“You’re right in the middle 
of downtown, the weather 

couldn’t be better and I enjoy 
the scenery.”
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Global warming may seem to be just a climate issue, but the fallout 
is hardship, poverty and struggle ... This is brokenness.”

Doug Vander Griend, “IPCC report”

BY JOHN MUYSKENS
Sci-Tech Editor

The National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) 
has found water on Mars.

Analysis by the rover Curiosity 
revealed that soil on Mars con-
tains two percent water by weight, 
meaning that one cubic foot of 
soil could yield two pints of water. 

These results were published 
in the journal “Science” on Sept. 
26. In an interview with Space.
com, lead author Laurie Leshin 
(Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute) 
said, “For me, that was a big 
‘wow’ moment ... I was really 
happy when we saw that there’s 
easily accessible water here in 
the dirt beneath your feet. And 
it’s probably true anywhere you 
go on Mars.”

Curiosity has been roving 
Mars since August 2012. Its mis-
sion includes looking for evidence 
of conditions hospitable to life, 
analyzing climate and geology 
and assessing the feasibility of 
human exploration of the planet.

The soil sampled comes from 
the Rocknest site in the Gale 
crater,which is near Mars’ equator 
and in the region of Curiosity’s 
study. Curiosity touched down at 
the Bradbury landing site inside 
the crater and is currently driv-
ing toward Aeolis Mons, unof-
ficially known as Mount Sharp, 
a 3.4-mile-high mountain located 
in the crater’s center. Scientists 
hope to investigate Martian geol-
ogy by studying sediments as the 
rover scales the mountain.

This discovery confirms previ-
ous estimates of water content 
on the Mars’ surface. 
These previous esti-
mates were based on 
observations from the 
Mars Odyssey probe 
t a ke n wh i le  o rb i t-
ing the planet. While 
Curiosity’s measure-
ments are on the low 
end of the previously 
estimated range (be-
t ween t wo percent 
and 12 percent), sci-
entists estimate that 
water content on Mars’ 
s u r f a c e  i n c r e a s e s 
with latitude.

S c i e n t i s t s  u s e d 
Cur iosit y’s Sample 
A n a l y s i s  a t  M a r s 
(SAM) inst ruments 
to analyze the soi l. 
Scientists heated soil 
samples to 835 degrees 
Celsius (1535 degrees 
Fahrenheit) and mea-
sured the gases re-
leased. Water, carbon 
dioxide, sulfur dioxide 
and oxygen were the 
most abundant gases 
found in each sample.

Curiosity has un-
covered evidence of 
ancient rivers and lakes 
on the red planet. Early 
in its mission, the rover 
discovered a stream-
bed through which 
water, billions of years 
ago, flowed knee-deep. 
The turbulent water left telltale 
“dunes” like one might observe in 

rivers on Earth. The discovery of 
a mudstone containing clay min-

erals caused scientists to infer that 
lakes must have existed for that 

particular type of stone to form.
While these water-related 

discoveries are promising for 
showing that Mars at one time 

could have supported life, the 
sum of the evidence is inconclu-

sive. Curiosity detected 
no methane in Mars’ 
atmosphere. The find-
ing was surprising as 
earlier measurements 
taken from Earth sug-
gested that certain ar-
eas on Mars contained 
methane. While this 
doesn’t rule out the pos-
sibility of life, organisms 
produce 99 percent of 
methane on Earth and 
such a f inding would 
have given researchers 
a stronger clue as to 
the existence of life on 
Mars. Scientists, howev-
er, have found evidence 
that Mars at one time 
had a warmer, wetter 
climate and a thicker 
atmosphere, all pointing 
to the possibility of life.

Though NASA has 
furloughed 97 percent of 
its employees in light of 
the federal government 
shutdown, Curiosity’s 
operat ions wi l l con-
tinue as normal. John 
Grotzinger, a scientist 
working on Curiosity, 
told NPR in an email, 
“We are still driving. 
… All [Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory] employees 
are Caltech employees. 
We have 13 countries 
represented on the mis-
sion and their citizens 

do a lot of work ... U.S. civil 
servants are actually a minority.”

NASA Curiosity rover discovers water in Martian soil

NASA’s Curiosity Mars rover took this selfi e near a site known as “John Klein.”
PHOTO COURTESY NASA

BY NATASHA STRYDHORST
Staff Writer

The UN’s Climate Panel re-
leased a new, extensive report 
on Friday (Sept. 27), the fifth 
in a continuing series of climate 
change documents. The f if th 
Assessment Report (AR5), pro-
duced by the Intergovernmental 
Panel of Climate Change (IPCC), 
is hailed by Matt McGrath — 
BBC News’ environmental cor-
respondent — as the “most com-
prehensive statement” on what 
causes are behind the planet’s 
rising temperature trend. It is 
groundbreaking in its scope, built 
on the most recent and exten-
sively explored science in the field 
of global climate change.

According to the document 
Cl imate Change 2013: The 
Physical Science Basis, human 
activity is the most significant 
cause of global climate change 
since the 1950s. Dramatic, pro-
longed reduction of activities 
contributing to greenhouse gas 
emissions is called for. If current 
emission levels are not reduced 
significantly — and soon — the 
report suggests, current climate 
conditions worldwide cannot 
be maintained.

As for global warming, the as-
sessment allows for no doubt that 
it is a fact of life in this era: the 
planet’s global climate is chang-
ing for the warmer. However, 
it also identifies a hiatus in the 
warming process: a gap of 15 
years. This is the particular point, 
the New York Times attests, on 
which many critics based the 
crux of earlier arguments deny-
ing global warming. In the grand 
scheme of things, 15 years is not 
a significant period, and it is with 
this in mind that the document 
discounts the trend as insub-
stantial and unlikely to continue 
given current greenhouse gas 
emissions. The AR5 explores the 
lull, explaining that it is likely re-
sultant of an anomalously warm 

(El Nino) summer prior to the 
gap, after which it reverted to the 
prior trend of gradual tempera-
ture increase.

The AR5 reports with very 
high confidence that: “Climate 
models have improved since 
the AR4. Models reproduce ob-
served continental-scale surface 
temperature patterns and trends 
over many decades.” While 
many scientists were convinced 
of global warming in advance of 
the AR5, this most recent report 
differs most significantly from 
its predecessors in having ac-
cess to more data, research 
and technology.

Human activity is cited as the 
top contributor to the present-
day global warming dilemma. 
Thus the report’s main directive: 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
on a massive, rapid, global scale. 
“Each of the last three decades 
has been successively warmer 
at the Earth’s surface than any 
preceding decade since 1850,” 
the AR5 reads, adding: “Human 
influence on the climate system 
is clear.” Positive energy uptake 
into the atmosphere (leading to 
warming) is most influenced by 
the emission of CO2, which has 
been on the rise since approxi-
mately 1750.

Besides substantial human 
contributions to greenhouse gas 
emissions, human input to the 
AR5 is also significant. The total 
worldwide collaboration effort 
that contributed to the report 
is astounding: according to the 
IPCC website, it was written by 
209 head authors and 50 editors 
from 39 countries. The document 
encompasses all relevant top-
ics from observations of global 
temperatures of oceans, surface, 
atmosphere and cryosphere (ice 
and snow-covered regions); to 
biogeochemical cycles; to future 
warming projections.

“Global warming may seem 
to be just a climate issue, but 
the fallout is hardship, poverty 
and struggle,” chemistry profes-

sor Doug Vander 
Griend observes, 
emphasizing that 
— like many en-
vironmental con-
cerns — it is also 
a social justice is-
sue. “This is bro-
kenness,” Vander 
Griend writes, 
“in the systems 
... that enable and 
perpetuate injus-
tice.” In this vein, 
as repor ted by 
The Banner, 20 
of Calvin’s pro-
fessors, including 
Vander Griend, 
signed a let ter 
to Congress this 
summer advocat-
ing greater action 
to reduce U.S. emissions.

So far, the United States 
Env i ron me nt a l  P rotec t ion 

Agency has responded to green-
house gas emissions by collecting 
emission data, assessing options 

in cost, benefits and policies and 
attaining voluntary emission 
reductions in the private sector. 

Global surface and ocean temperatures have risen dramatically over the past 
century, according to this graph compiled by NASA.

IMAGE COURTESY WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

IPCC report reveals strong evidence for human-caused climate change
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PRAYER A
T CALVIN

BY VERONICA RODRIGUEZ 
MARTINEZ

Guest Writer

“We have never seen any-
thing like this!” The crowd 
exclaimed when the paralytic 
rose from his mat, took it up 
and walked. They must have 
been paralyzed themselves af-
ter the scene they had just wit-
nessed. The former paralytic 
standing before them hadn’t 
even come through the door. 
Four men had seen his need, 
hauled him on a mat and, see-
ing that Jesus’ house was too 
crowded around to enter in a 
conventional manner, carved 
a hole on the roof above Jesus’ 
head to lower the paralytic 
inside. 

Jared Votaw, resident direc-
tor of Boer-Bennink and leader 
of Calvin’s LOFT Prayer Team, 
closed his Bible after sharing 
this passage from Mark 2, and 
we all stared at him, gathered 
as we were for our first meeting 
of the year.

“You’re all probably won-
dering what this has to do 
remotely with prayer,” he said. 
“But as prayer servants and 
intercessors, we function like 
those four men who carried 
the paralytic to Jesus. They 
probably walked a lot of miles 
to get him there, the mat plus 
the man’s deadweight must 
have been too heavy for them 
after a while and even when 
they reached Jesus’s place they 
had to take the hard way up to 
carry the man inside.”

“I don’t know if you all 
know what you signed up for,” 
he continued. “But as interces-
sors, we carry people to Jesus 
like those four men did.”

Thinking about it, it’s back-
breaking work, what the four 
men did. Having someone 
else’s full burdens added to 
their shoulders, in addition to 
their troubles. Yet they’re writ-
ten about as men who did the 
improbable to bring another’s 
burdens to Christ.

I  never thought prayer 
would require anyone to break 
into a severe sweat. It’s easy to 
throw prayer requests into the 
air like snowflakes and hope 
that God will catch one or two 
of them. It’s plausible to think 
that saying “Amen” is equal 
to drawing down a curtain on 
God’s panorama of my life, 
establishing a comfortable 
barrier so that I can continue 
my way and God can go on 
with his business until I need 
him again. 

As the ref lection contin-
ued, I looked around at the 
students who had commit-
ted their time and energy to 
pray for complete strangers 
on campus. For the past three 
years after LOFT, students 
have carried the bulk of their 
prayer requests to a corner 
of the chapel where someone 
waited to pray for them. Like 
shifting a heavy sack off the 
students’ shoulders, the prayer 
servants would scoot in under 
the deadweight of the load and 
share it in prayer. And I won-
der, as they’re being prayed 
over, do the students ever think 
about who is praying for them 
and why?

The LOFT Prayer Team 
began as a nebulous group of 
students who, like the four men 

seeing the need of the paralytic, 
“saw the need for prayer around 
campus and saw a lot of students 
struggle with different things, 
and many possibilities for God 
to work on campus,” says prayer 
servant Ana VanLonkhuyzen. 

In addition to LOFT Prayer 
Team, the Calvin Intercessory 
Prayer Servants (CIPS) group 
was recently formed in order to 
carry the responsibility of prayer 
beyond the confines of LOFT 
and into the dorms, the streets, 
the dining halls, the classrooms, 
students’ homes and countries of 
origin. As they gathered together 
for the first time this year, the 18 
LOFT Prayer Servants and the 
eight CIPS had to grapple with 
the questions, “Why are you 
here? Why are you willing to be 
an intercessor for others?” 

They each had their own rea-
sons and stories.

“If I wasn’t in this [team], 
and I heard there was a Prayer 
Team, I would hope that there 
are students here at Calvin who 
are intentional about prayer and 
creating community, and class-
mates and peers that I run into on 
a daily basis who are looking out 
for us and believe in the power of 
prayer to change this campus as a 

whole,” shares student Cameron 
Kritikos.

They are people who have 
experienced the power of prayer 
in a supernatural manner in their 
lives and are fully convinced of its 
efficiency.

“A few years before I and my 
other two siblings were born, my 
dad was in a train wreck that he 
shouldn’t have survived,” says 
student Daniel Woltanski. “He 
was in emergency care for two 
months. People all across the U.S. 
were praying for my dad. Now, 
he can walk, work, run, function 
100 percent. That’s only because 
of prayer.”

These students understand 
that their ministry goes beyond 
LOFT and prayer. When asked 
how they might serve students 
outside of LOFT, student Becky 
Baar proposed, “Seeing them as 
God’s gift, treat them with respect 
and kindness, make them feel 
loved by interaction, whether it 
be a conversation or just hold-
ing the door open. Having that 
friendship.” 

“Prayer is contagious,” student 
Kara Bilkert pointed out. “Not 
just the LOFT Prayer Team will 
grow, but the campus community 
will grow through prayer.” 

These students cope with the 
same struggles and vulnerability 
others bring to them in prayer re-
quests. They are perfectly able to 
relate when they meet people who 
are weighed down by the bur-
dens of a college student: “stress 
with family being back at home, 
friends and relationships, stress 
with classes,” VanLonkhuyzen 
noted. As a prayer servant, she 
has often witnessed that “some-
times students come with bigger 
worries, like their faith, their 
distance from God or having God 
impress some sin that’s been prev-
alent upon their hearts or just re-
joicing for health or blessing that 
God’s given them.” Sometimes 
the joys and gratitudes are just 
as heavy to bear alone as the 
struggle and the guilt, and these 
people understand that.

So whether the people who 
pray for students are on the LOFT 
Prayer Team, or in CIPS or both, 
they do not take their calling 
to intercede lightly. The LOFT 
Prayer Team will be going to God 
in prayer even while the service is 
going on. They will be down in 
the undercroft, outside of chapel, 
on the sides, or merely sitting 
down and drenching everything 
in prayer. They will be waiting at 

the end of each service wearing 
a name tag, prepared to listen 
to both sides of the conversa-
tion, God’s and the student’s.

The CIPS will be students 
we’ll pass by daily and talk 
to in class, people who live 
on our f loor and have meals 
with us. They’ll be behind the 
scenes, presenting our burdens 
before God when we’re not 
even aware of it, soaking us in 
prayer when we might need it 
the most and never know it.

Their hands wil l scrape 
against the handles of the mat. 
Their feet will kick up dust 
as they walk and they might 
even drag. Their muscles will 
strain and pull and cry aloud 
in protest as they endure the 
weight. Their legs might col-
lapse as they climb to the roof 
because there are obstacles at 
the mouth of the easy entrance. 
But whatever they do, they 
simply cannot let go of the 
person they’re holding up until 
they bring him to Christ. And 
although these prayer servants 
have burdens, struggles and 
joys like any other student, 
they are here to help others 
bring their troubles to the Lord 
as well.

PHOTOS COURTESY CALVIN.EDU

Students join in prayer at LOFT each Sunday night.  The LOFT prayer team offers students spiritual support through prayer.

Calvin students are coming up with new ways to support the community, including the Calvin Intercessory Prayer Servants. 
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”     Abby Paternoster,  “Switchfoot”

The film was honest in a way that welcomed the audience 
into life with the band members.

BY ABBY PATERNOSTER
Opinion and Editorial Editor

I suppose it is not often that one 
must review a film and a concert 
at the same time, but that is what 
I must do after attending the 
Switchfoot concert last night in 
the Covenant Fine Arts Center. 

The concert began with the 
band's new documentary (pro-
duced by drummer and founding 
member Chad Butler) "Fading 
West," which follows Switchfoot 
on their 2011 tour to promote 
their most recent album "Vice 
Verses." The movie gives a “be-
hind the scenes” window into 
the lives of Switchfoot as they 
perform, write music, meet new 
people and surf all over the world. 

As soon as the movie began to 
roll, there was a sort of sweetness 
and sense of deep beauty that 
washed over me. The cinema-
tography is incredible, capturing 
these vibrant, exotic and faraway 
places with such purity that you 
cannot help but feel you are there.

As a movie that is largely about 
Switchfoot's love of surfing, water 
is constantly on the screen, not 
only as landscape but as an active 
character in the film. Multiple 
times the water was referred to as 
the place the band members (espe-
cially Jon and Tim Foreman and 
Butler) go to unwind, to “reset” 
and to relieve stress. Somehow 
this feeling is portrayed to the 
audience, and I too felt the re-
freshment of the cool blue waves 
crashing across the screen.

The movie is also incredibly re-
lational. Sitting above most of the 
audience I could hear the gasps, 
the laughter and the “aww”s at 
the band members' children. It 
was simply delightful. We were 
all partaking of the joy and the 
sorrow, the laughter and the tears 
together. This film is raw and 
honest; the camera does not turn 
off when the band is wrestling 
with a difficult show or a personal 
struggle. We see the tears and the 
anguish of a father far from home 
when his family is suffering — we 
feel it. These band members are 

more than rock stars now — they 
are people struggling to f ind 
answers to the same questions 
we ask and fathers torn between 
two deep, deep loves. I will cer-
tainly be seeing this movie again  
when possible.

Following intermis-
sion, the band finally 
came out: brothers Tim 
and Jon Foreman on 
bass and lead vocals/
rhythm guitar respec-
tively, Chad Butler on 
drums, Drew Shirley 
on lead guitar and Jyro 
Xhan on keyboard and 
accordion (Xhan was 
f i l l ing in for Jerome 
Fontamillas, who Jon 
explained was at home 
with his wife in anticipa-
tion of their new baby). 
   Most of the songs were 
past hits and fan favor-
ites, which were eas-
ily distinguished by the 
eruptions of cheers and 
clapping only chords 
into a new song. The 
energy in the room nev-
er left, even when the 
songs slowed down. 

T hey a l so played 
some of their new songs. 
I think that the beauty 
of these songs could 
partially be attributed to 
having watched the documentary 
less than an hour prior to their 
introductions. These new songs 
were no longer so unfamiliar be-
cause we had just heard the story 
and the context of the song. One 
of these moments was when the 
band played (for the first time 
this tour) “Daisy,” an old song 
that shares a name with   Jon's 
daughter who became very sick 
and needed to be hospitalized for 
surgery while the band was on the 
“Vice Verses” tour. Everyone in 
the room felt new pain associated 
with this song as the story had 
been included in the documen-
tary. It was truly beautiful to hear 
a father begging his daughter to 
pull through.The song is raw and 
strays from the “rock and roll” 
Switchfoot is known for, but ends 

in a brilliant burst of music that 
reminds us that Daisy was okay 
after all and that she was able to 
survive the sickness that attacked 
her body. The song took on new 
meaning that was quite power-

ful because we had just watched 
Daisy's story on screen and seen 
the pain and emotion, as well as 
the intense relief of a good medi-
cal prognosis. We walked that 
journey with them, which is a 
testament to the power of the film 
and the performance.

 I think the weakest part of the 
show was when the band mem-
bers responded to two questions 
fans had tweeted at them using 
“#askswitchfoot.” Calvin has a 
tradition of doing public question 
and answer sessions with artists 
that come to perform here. 

This occurred at 2 p.m. the 
afternoon before the concert, so 
this part felt somewhat unnec-
essary and was so short that it 
lost its purpose. However, it was 
interesting to watch the band 

interact with the audience in this 
way — to see the respect with 
which they treated fans and the 
interest they took in those whose 
questions they were answering.

During my interview with 

Butler a few weeks ago, he had 
said that they were going to per-
form a “stripped down” concert, 
inspired by fan requests for an 
acoustic tour. As much as I en-
joyed the concert, I wouldn't have 
called most of it “stripped down.” 
Granted, I 've never attended 
a Switchfoot concert before, 
but the energy in the room was 
very real. From the moment the 
band came onstage, the crowd 
was incredibly supportive and 
involved, making me proud to 
call many of them my peers. 
   The most wonderful thing 
about this concert, I think, is 
that Switchfoot was able to cre-
ate community through art last 
night. The film was honest in a 
way that welcomed the audience 
into life with the band members, 

and made it very clear that life is 
messy yet lovely all at once. This 
is a community, a brotherhood 
that is so much of what Christian 
community should be. The mem-
bers of Switchfoot are open with 

each other and are there 
for one another in every 
way, through the good 
and bad times. They 
encourage and chal-
lenge one another to 
try new things and to 
become better people. 
They identify each oth-
er's strengths and don't 
hesitate to brag about 
or  apprec iate t he i r  
brothers.

T he s t reng t hs  of 
these relationships are 
so clear on stage as they 
communicate and work 
with one another to cre-
ate incredible art. But 
what is truly incredible 
to watch is their lack of 
separation from the au-
dience. They are some-
how more interested in 
the audience than in 
themselves, which is a 
very difficult thing to 
do. So many artists, 
secular and Christian, 
cannot help but bask in 
the spotlight a concert 
provides. Switchfoot 

did not do this, instead perpetual-
ly interacting with the audience. 

In the midst of the joy, they were 
clearly taking in their art with an 
incredible sense that this was not 
about them, but about us. All of 
us in that room singing together, 
longing for something more — 
something beyond ourselves, 
something beyond this world. 
    In a culture as individualized 
as the American culture today, 
this was a beautiful rejection of 
the norm, an acknowledgement 
that we are not meant to be alone 
and that, when we share in re-
lationships, we are involved in 
something heavenly. 

Our longing will not last for-
ever, but for now we are on a 
journey — a journey that we can 
take together.

BY SIERRA SAVELA
Staff Writer

His music takes you to another 
world. The songs are layered with 
the harmonious sounds of merely 
a violin and his voice. Just sit and 
listen as the music washes over 
you and floods all of your senses 
— this is what it is like to listen 
to Kishi Bashi.

Now, just imagine a live show. 
This isn’t Kishi Bashi’s first 

t ime at Ca lv in. In fac t ,  he 
was here last year opening for 
Tinariwen when he managed to 
blow the audience away. He was 
quickly asked to return to do 
another show.

The opening act, Tall Tall 
Trees, is definitely worth men-
tioning, too. This one man, one 
multifunctional instrument band 
is impressively talented. Although 
his sound is much different than 
Bashi’s — much more indie folk 
— the way in which he goes about 
making music is very similar.

Savino plays a banjo, but not 
just any banjo. He informed 
the crowd that many people 
refer to it as the banjotron 500. 
This is an appropriate title for 
this piece of machinery, which 
would best be described as a 
light-up banjo meets drum. Yes, 
a banjo that lights up. Savino 

even handed a remote control 
to an audience member letting 
her know that she would be his 
lighting director for the evening. 
   Savino included the perfect 
amount of humor in his perfor-
mance. He talked about touring 
with Bashi and how they are 

beginning to lose their manners 
and starting to act like monkeys. 
He commented on the fact he 
was playing in a place called the 
Ladies Literary Club, adding that 
it smells like learning.

But the music was fantastic. If 
I were to put my ear to the club’s 
door I would have assumed there 
was a band on stage. Instead there 
was just one very talented man 

who effectively used looping and 
layering to give the audience a 
full-band feel.

He ended his performance with 
a short but inspirational speech to 
the students in the audience.

“Find your passion and run 
after it,” Savino said.

Kishi Bashi then took the 
stage, at first only accompanied 
by Savino. While Savino used 
his banjotron, Bashi used a violin 
and his voice to create layers of 
beautiful audio. As he plucked 
and fiddled his instrument, he 
sang flawlessly and danced with 
excitement. Savino and Bashi 
worked together to record their 
own blend of loops and beats, 

using their few instruments to 
create a full-band effect.

After performing a couple of 
songs together, the rest of the band, 
which consisted of a drummer and 
a bassist, joined them on stage. 
   Bashi involved the crowd by 
talking and asking them to clap. 
Although the club is a seated 
area, the crowd stood pressed 
against the stage, engaged in 
the music. The band played 
many songs including a few 
from Bashi’s new album set to 
release sometime next year. 
      Toward the end of the show, 
the band left the stage, leaving 
Bashi alone with the crowd. To 
set the tranquil mood, Bashi 
turned on an old school over-
head projector and laid different 
pieces of blown glass, which he 
made himself, on it. One rotated 
while the other sat behind it and 
was projected onto the upstage 

wall. Bashi played some softer 
songs and the crowd stood qui-
etly, taking in all of the different 
dynamics and beautiful sounds. 
Bashi thanked the crowd and  
said goodnight.

But of course that wasn’t all. 
The crowd didn’t budge and 
cheered for an encore, which Bashi 
willingly gave. He returned to the 
stage with the rest of the band 
behind him. He played another 
new song from the album telling 

the crowd he hoped it would make 
them dance; it did. What followed 
was Bashi’s most popular song 
“Bright Whites.” The crowd went 
crazy — dancing and singing. 
   Bashi pulled out a dispos-
able camera and snapped a 
couple pictures of the audience 
before diving into the crowd, 
taking pictures as he surfed 
over their heads. He made his 
way back to the stage, sang a 
few more words and thanked 
the crowd. The show was over.  
    The energy from both the crowd 
and the stage was phenomenal. 
Bashi was flawless and enchant-
ing. The show is being highly 
praised by those who attended.

Junior Ian Noyes thoroughly 
enjoyed the show. “It’s a new 
song every time he plays it,” 
Noyes said.

Sophomore Aubrey Olson also 
praised the performance. “His 
voice is just so flawless; he doesn’t 
have the amount of fame he de-
serves. I was just really impressed 
with the show.”

The conversation with the band, 
led by student activities director 
Ken Heffner, gave insight into how 
Bashi puts on such a great show. 
    Bashi explained his goals as a 
performer:

“I try to keep my show dy-
namic. You treat a tour as kind 
of an experiment.”

Switchfoot uses art to unify audience at concert

Kishi Bashi comes back to Calvin better than ever

The band showed their documentary “Fading West” and played songs from their upcoming album

Lead singer Jon Foreman of Switchfoot sings to a sold-out crowd Saturday night.
PHOTO BY JAMES LI

Kishi Bashi sings and plays his violin for an audience at the LLC.
PHOTO  BY ANNA DELPH
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c a m p u s  s a f e t y  r e p o rt
9/24/2013
Campus safety took a report of the larceny of money from two unlocked lockers 
in the men’s pool locker room of Venema Aquatic Center. The theft occurred 
sometime between 8:00 and 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 24. There were no 
known suspects or witnesses to the theft.
9/27/2013
Campus safety took a report of a larceny of money from an unlocked locker 
in the men’s pool locker room in the Venema Aquatic Center. The incident 
occurred between 12:35 and 1:20 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 27. There were no wit-
nesses to the theft and no known suspects.
9/28/2013
Campus safety officers were called to the area outside of Schultze-Eldersveld 
residence halls to check for a suspicious male in a maroon shirt and tan shorts, 
who was carrying what appeared to be a sword in a sheath along with a shield. 
Officers checked both the exterior and interior of several buildings without lo-
cating a suspect. No other sightings were reported to campus safety.
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We had terrific student fan support last weekend and it 
really pays off.

Michael Petrusma,  “Knights begin hockey” 

BY ANDRE OTTE
Staff Writer

The Calvin College men’s 
cross country team came into 
the season unsure if they would 
be able to control the 
MIAA like they have 
in years past. This 
year’s returners were 
left to carry the team 
through the MIAA af-
ter four cross-country 
All-Americans gradu-
ated last spring. With 
help from some tal-
ented freshmen, the 
Knights have met the 
high expectations.

At the MIAA meet 
this past Saturday at 
Adrian, Calvin scored 
38 points to Hope’s 55 
to take first place. The 
Knights put 10 run-
ners in the top 17 of 
the race, showing the 
strength of Calvin’s 
pack. With his f irst 
place finish in a time 
of 26:06, Zac Nowicki 
led the Knights for 
the second meet in a 
row. He beat second 
place f inisher, Paul 
Lewis of Albion, by 
six seconds. Coach 
Al Hoekstra said of 
Nowicki’s win, “It’s 
exciting to see Zac win as a fresh-
man. In 28 years of coaching, I’ve 
never seen a Calvin freshman 
win an MIAA meet.” Following 
Now ick i  wa s  ju n ior  Jacob 
Kuyvenhoven, who took fifth 
with his time of 26:37. Freshman 
Nate VanHaitsma, senior Sam 
Kerk, junior Josh Ferguson and 
sophomores Jeff Meitler and 

Andre Otte rounded out the 
top seven.

“We have reloaded rather than 
needing to rebuild this year,” said 
Hoekstra, “We are starting to fig-
ure out how to run together and to 
trust each other which bodes well 

for the end of the season.”
Not to be outdone, the women 

dominated their meet as well by 
scoring a slim 19 points, 21 ahead 
of second place Hope. The wom-
en’s lead pack strung it out early 
and finished strong, placing five 
in the top six of the race. This is 
very impressive considering that 
both teams brought back very 

BY JACOB KUYVENHOVEN
Sports Co-Editor

The Calvin College men’s 
soccer team kept its winning 
ways going this week, reg-
istering a 3-0 win at Trine 
on Wednesday and a 2-1 vic-
tory at Adrian on 
Saturday. These 
wins make four 
in a row for the 
Knights, bring-
ing thei r over-
all record to 4-3 
with a perfect 3-0 
MIAA record.

All the famil-
iar players were 
at work again on 
Wed ne s d ay  a t 
Trine, as junior 
Tr av i s  Ve g t e r 
scored two goals 
a nd  f r e s h m a n 
Stephan Hooker 
scored off an as-
sist from sopho-
m o r e  T a y l o r 
Pruis.  Vegter’s 
f i rst goal came 
in the 21st min-
ute off an assist 
from junior Sean 
Broekhuizen and 
his second came from a cor-
ner kick from freshman Matt 
Koster in the 66th minute. 
Calvin dominated this game, 
outshooting Trine 21-4. The 
Thunder did not register a sin-
gle shot on goal; nonetheless, 
junior Andrew Claucherty 
picked up the clean sheet.

The team was tested a bit 
more on Saturday at Adrian, 
but still came out on top in 
the end with a score of 2-1. 
This did not ref lect the lop-

sided nature of the game, since 
the Knights outshot the Bulldogs 
18-5 and were up 2-0 at halftime 
on a 13-1 shot advantage. Vegter 
again scored for the Knights on 
an assist from Pruis, meaning he 
has scored 12 of Calvin’s 21 goals 
on the season.  Broekhuizen later 
scored his first goal of the year 

unassisted from 20 yards out. 
Adrian scored in the 58th minute 
off a rebound, but was never able 
to mount a serious challenge to 
the final score, as Claucherty only 
faced two shots on goal.

The Knights now turn their at-
tention to a potentially tough road 
game at Olivet on Oct. 1. Olivet 
was a top team in the MIAA last 
year but has struggled early, with 
only a 1-2 record in MIAA play so 
far this season.  Kalamazoo then 
comes to Calvin on Oct. 5.

similar squads from last fall when 
Hope took Calvin to the wire at 
the MIAA Championship meet.

“I was very happy with our 
pack controlling the race early 
and never letting a good Hope 
team back into it,” said Hoekstra. 

“There have been 
some i s sues  w it h 
sickness and injury, 
but we s tepped it 
up through the ad-
versit y and never 
looked back.”

Calvin was lead 
by  s e n io r  Nicole 
Michmerhuizen 
who won in a time 
of 22:13, 47 seconds 
ahead of second place. 
When asked about 
Michmerhuizen’s 
performance, 
Hoekstra said, “She 
had a breakout today. 
She’s coming off of a 
calf injury from this 
summer and every-
thing came together 
today. This is the 
Nicole of old — she’s 
back to being one of 
the top runners in the 
country.”

T h e  K n i g h t s 
took places t h ree 
through six behind 
Michmerhuizen 
with seniors Alyssa 
Oram and Rebekah 

Folkema and juniors Sarah 
Danner and Kimby Penning. 
Juniors Paige McGahan and Kate 
Ardinger were the sixth and sev-
enth finishers for Calvin. 

T h i s  w e e k e n d  t h e  t w o 
teams  will send representatives 
to compete against some top 
DIII teams at the Notre Dame 
Invitational on October 4.

BY LAUREN HUBERS
Guest Writer

Calvin’s hockey team played its 
first two games of the season last 
weekend against the Ferris State 
Bulldogs. 

“The atmosphere gets really 
intense from the beginning,” 
forward Ryan Betts said. “It’s 
overwhelming at first. We have 
no hard feelings towards anyone 
on the other team, but it gets 
personal at times when you’re 
playing the game.”

The f irst game, played on 
Friday night, was a close game 
overall and the teams were evenly 
matched. The Bulldogs won 
3-2. On Saturday afternoon, the 
Knights fought back and won 6-4.

Forward Cameron Bell scored 
both of Calvin’s goals on Friday 
night, assisted by forward Ryan 
Racanelli and later by forward 
Jared Coulter. At Saturday’s 
game, Bell and Racanelli scored 
goals again, along with forwards 
Brent Harr is and Zac Olin. 
These goals were assisted by 
Bell, Racanelli, Harris, forwards 
Jordan Duncan and Josh Auyer 
and defenseman Austin Kath.

Ref lecting on the weekend’s 
games, Betts feels they have room 
to improve.

“We felt like we played well, 
but we definitely made mistakes,” 
Betts said. “It’s the beginning of 
the year, and we got to figure out 
how to win. There’s a lot of things 
to work on.”

C a lv i n’s  c oa c h  M ic h a e l 
Petrusma appreciated the way 
the season started.

“We had terrific student fan 

support last weekend and it re-
ally pays off for creating a home 
ice advantage,” he said. “Last 
weekend against Ferris was a 
good start for us. Ferris is annu-
ally a top 15 team in Division II 
in their region.”

Petrusma noted that this year’s 
team is young, but the leadership 
is good.  “We are young this year 
with 14 freshmen on our game 
day roster out of the 21 that suited 
up for the game,” Petrusma said. 
“Our captains are all seniors, 
however, and are doing an excel-

lent job of leading this young 
team. Evan Koetje, Rich Luimes 
and Brent Harris bring the expe-
rience and the passion to enable 
our team's success from here 
going forward.”

Despite this weekend’s mixed 
results, Calvin’s team members 

are hopeful about the year.
“We’re really optimistic about 

this year,” Betts said. “I know a 
lot of people are a little skepti-
cal because we’re such a young 
team, but we feel like we have 
a really good chance of being a 
quality team.”

Senior Joel Bet ts, Ryan’s 
brother and a Calvin hockey fan, 
agreed.  “They have a lot of fresh-
men, but a lot of good freshmen,” 
he said. “It’s a young team, but I 
think they’ll do well.”

This weekend Calvin has two 

more games (one on Friday at 8 
p.m. and one on Saturday at 5:30 
p.m.) against Notre Dame at the 
Eagles Ice Center. 

For more in format ion on 
Calvin’s hockey team and its 
upcoming games, visit www.
calvinhockey.com.

BY JESS KOSTER
Sports Co-Editor

The men’s golf team moved 
back into f irst place in the 
MIAA standins last Saturday 
after finishing second 
a t  t he  K a l a m a z o o 
Jamboree and first at 
the Tr ine Jamboree 
over the course of the 
week.  On Monday, 
a t  K a la ma zoo,  t he 
Knights made up five 
strokes on Hope in their 
second place f inish. 
This match left Calvin 
tied with Hope in the 
overall MIAA scoring.

Calvin had a team 
score of 307 behind 
Trine who shot a 301. 
Ju n i o r  Ja m e s  Va n 
Noord led the Knights 
on Mond ay w it h  a 
score of 73 and took 
third place individually. 
Seniors Mark Allen and 
Jake Hoogstrate had 74 
and 77, respectively.

On Sat urday, the 
Knights tied for f irst 
place with host Trine. 
Calvin carded a 288; 
Hope was six strokes 
behind with 294.

Ca lv in had th ree 
players finish in the top four 
individually. Freshman Brad 
Smith scored a 70 for a ca-
reer-best score and a tie for 
second place.

“On Saturday, I f inal ly 
played like I know I can play 
consi s tent ly,  commented 
Smith. “I've been struggling 

through the entire year, and I was 
just waiting for the day to break 
through. Golf is like that — you 
just got to keep fighting until 
the round comes. I played well 
and was happy to help the team 
become first in the conference.”

Van Noord and Allen tied 
for fourth with rounds of 71. 
Hoogst rate and sophomore 
Justin Crow had rounds of 76 
and 78, respectively.

VanNoord now is the indi-
vidual leader in the MIAA.

Calvin hosts the final MIAA 
Jamboree on Oct. 7.

Knights begin hockey season Men’s golf leading

Cross country sweeps Jamborees Soccer gets two wins 

Travis Vegter has twelve goals this season.

Zac Nowicki paced the fi eld to lead Calvin Saturday.

The Knights split with Ferris State to kick off the 2013 season.
James Van Noord is the MIAA leader.
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Calvin takes on a perennial power in their opening game Knights atop standings after tourney
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[Grace is] easy to say, but when you’re the one in that 
church either hurt or killed, grace gets real.

Nate Brees,  “Pakistan”

learn and heal together.
“ M o s t  w o m e n  e n d  u p  

sharing a lot,” Bradford said. “They  
f ind i t  to be an inc red ibly  
safe place.”

Bradford explained that there 
are different ways of healing and 
one powerful way is by talking 
out loud about things that have 
been hidden.

“Things lose thei r power 
and their shame when you can 
tell each other your mistakes  
and people don’t look at you  
l ike a three-eyed monster,” 
Bradford said.

She hopes the women discover 
that those who have had sex be-
fore marriage are not used goods, 
they can still be true disciples, 
seek sexual holiness and find 
good life partners. 

“Whether or not you are  
a virgin does not mean you 
are or aren’t marriage material  
a s  mu c h  a s  t r u e  d i s c ip le -
sh ip does,”  Brad ford sa id.  
“Many in the church may say 
otherwise.” 

Bradford went on to explain 
the confusion on sexuality and 
purity that goes on in the church.

“Sometimes in the church  
we have made the mistake of 
linking purity with virginity,” 
Bradford said.

Brad ford sa id  he r  g roup  
focuses on f inding purity in 
Christ since no one on earth  
is actually pure. Bradford tells  
the women that purity is found 
when wearing Christ’s righteous-

BY SIERRA SAVELA
Guest Writer

Chaplain Aminah Bradford 
started a women’s group this 
fall focusing on finding sexual 
wholeness.  

Bradford has led this group 
in past semesters, hoping to pro-
vide healing for women who are 
hurting because of some aspect  
of their sexual story. She said  
the group addresses struggles 
ranging from pornography or 
masturbation to pre-marital sex 
and past abuse. 

Bradford said her goal i s  
t o  s how t he  wo me n  wh a t  
kind of hope can be found for 
their stories.

“A lot of the women are asking 
the question, ‘what kind of hope 
can I have for a healthy, whole 
and even holy or godly sexual 
life given my past or my present?” 
Bradford said.

Bradford said the group began 
because of the large wave of 
women that came to see her. She 
found working in groups was not 
only efficient but also more pro-
found for sexual healing.

During the first week of the 
session, Bradford said she does 
most of the talking. She tells 
the women about the joys and  
healings that have come from 
past years. 

The following weeks are when 
the women begin to share their 
stories. They lament, celebrate, 

ness and that there is hope no 
matter what has been done in 
the past.

“The history of what goes 
on above the knee and be-
low the waist does not define 
whether or not you are pure,” 
Bradford said.

Bradford explained why this 
issue is so pressing and what 
one source of these problems 
is. She explained she has seen 
a change just within the past 
seven years. More women 

Women invited to focus group on sexual wholeness 

Pakistan: 85 Christians killed leaving church
Calvin students raised in Pakistan respond by urging fellow students to pray for Christian leaders to rise up

Continued from page 1 

The two bombings (Friday and 
Sunday) that followed the initial 
blast on Sept. 22 did not directly 
target Christians, Brees said.

 “T he s t r i ng of  v iolence  
[excluding the church bomb-
i ng]  s imply re present s  t he  
war-torn climate of Peshawar,” 
Brees said.

Brees spoke about the need for 
a response from Calvin students. 
He appreciated a 
tex t  he rece ived 
from a friend after 
the Sept. 22 attack. 
He said students 
don’t need to know 
all the details, but 
they should express 
concern.

 “It’s OK to have 
students not know-
ing what happened 
and not claiming  
to  k now a l l  t he  
details, but just to be 
open and caring,” 
Brees said.

 Despite the news 
of unrest and at-
tacks in Peshawar, 
Brees and Sherbeck 
want to remind stu-
dents of the beauty 
in the country.

 “Most people 
h a v e  e q u a t e d 
[Pakistan] with vi-
olence,” Sherbeck 
said, “but I define  
it  by people and 
beauty and hospi-
tality. We see only 
a small part.”

 B r e e s  s a i d  
w e  d o n ’ t  u s u a l l y  h e a r 
P a k i s t a n ’ s  w h o l e  s t o r y.  
He said even Peshawar, though 
torn apart by violence, has posi-
tive elements.

“[Peshawar] used to be a cross-
roads of the surrounding na-
tions,” Brees said. “And it still 
is in some ways. Guests are a 
priority. Residents may want 
people to know that the recent 
attack doesn’t represent [all of] 
Peshawar.”

Ref lecting on positives be-
yond just Peshawar, senior Joe 
Nathaniel discussed his per-
spective on Pakistan. Nathaniel  
was born in Abu Dhabi and spent 

nine years in India, which shares 
its northwestern border with 
Pakistan. He said the attacks in 
Peshawar certainly do not reflect 
the entire climate of Pakistan.

“We see the tainted picture that 
the world gets,” Nathaniel said.  
“A smal l radical minor ity [in 
Peshawar] gives the wrong view of 
the entire nation.”

Nathaniel said he always enjoyed 
the friendly banter exchanged be-
tween cricket fans in India and 
Pakistan. He said these are small 
amusements rarely mentioned in 
western media.

“We don’t hear much about 
the quiet and peaceful people in 

Pakistan,” Nathaniel said.
Sherbeck smiled as she ref lect-

ed on her fondest memories of 
her time in Pakistan: “The smil-
ing people,” she said, “the deli-

cious food, the roaming animals  
— a herd of water buffalo wander-
ing in front of your car.”

T h e r e  i s 
n o  d e n y i n g 
t hat  pa r t s  of 
Pakistan, like 
Peshawar, are  
i n  a  d e s p e r -
ate condition. 
Freshman Peter 
Jung, who lived 
i n  P a k i s t a n  
for  11 yea r s,  
s a i d  t h a t 
Pakistan might 
r e s e m b l e  a 
“dead” country.  

B u t  J u n g 
asked Calv in 
s t ude nt s  not 
to l imit thei r 
perceptions of 
Pakistan to the 
desperate plac-
es, but rather 
see the country as an avenue for 
God’s grace.

“Pakistan is not just a place 
where there was a bombing and 
‘this amount of people died, this 
amount were injured,’” Jung said. 
“[Pakistan is a place where] God 
will let his grace f low out like  
a river and f ill Pakistan with  
His glory.”

Both Sherbeck and Brees called 
Calvin students to respond with 
prayer to Jung’s wish.

“Pray for Christian leaders to 
rise up,” Brees said, “voices that 
can speak grace.”

Brees  sa id t hat  even t he 
Christians in Pakistan often fail 
to extend grace. He said that al-
most nobody in Pakistan forgives. 
They often repay wrongs with 
wrongs, he said.

“[Grace is] easy to say,” Brees 
said, “but when you’re the one in 
that church either hurt or killed, 
grace gets real.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF  ANITA SHERBECK
Along with other students from Pakistan,  Anita Sherbeck (center) 
emphasizes the beauty in her country. Even with recent persecution of 
Christians,  students insist there is more to the country than violence.

are struggling than before because 
of what this generation has grown 
up with. 

She focused on people’s easy ac-
cess to porn.

“You r  a la r m c lock i s  a l so  
a Playboy,” said Bradford. “And 
that has changed men and women’s  
expectations of what the other 
should give and what the oth-
er can demand and it’s causing  
real problems.”

Hearing other stories helps the 
women realize they are not alone, 

Bradford said, and believing there 
is grace for someone else helps 
the process of believing there is 
grace for you.

Bradford emphasized the  
motivation behind the group for 
this semester.

“Purity is found in God, not in 
your sexual past,” Bradford said, 
“and what you do with your body, 
sexually speaking, really matters 
not only because of potential to 
sin but because of the potential 
for greatness.”

Sherbeck has a deep long-
ing for beauty and grace to be 
rediscovered across Pakistan. 

She hopes that the violence in 
parts of Pakistan might cause 
a revival.

“It’s breaking,” Sherbeck 
said. “It’s shaking up, liter-
ally. Maybe it’s on the edge of 
something big.”

She said Pakistanis are 
looking for alternatives to the 
Islamic regime and to the vio-
lence. Christians are protesting 
in reaction to the events, and 
she hopes for the best.

“Maybe this can empower 
the Christian community,” 
Sherbeck said.

Sherbeck again ref lected  
on the country beyond Peshawar 
and beyond the local ized  
v i o l e n c e  t h a t  m a r s  i t s  
snow-capped mountains, lush 
meadows and friendly people.

“Pakistan is a place of beau-
ty,” she said, “and that’s what 
makes this all so sad.”

While only two percent of Pakistan is 
Christian, Brees hopes this minority learns 
to show God’s grace through forgiveness.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANITA SHERBECK
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It’s easy to think that one person’s action won’t make a 

difference. But remember what God can do with faithfulness. 

Katerina Parsons, “Consumer awareness crucial”

From the
  Editor
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name and class. Letters received without a name will not 
be printed. The editors reserve the right to edit any letters. 
The length of the letter should be no longer than 250 words; 
longer letters may be shortened at the editor’s discretion. 
The deadline for all letters is 5 p.m. on Tuesday for print 
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with “Letter to the Editor” in the subject line, or send your 
comments through our website: www.calvin.edu/chimes
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nouncements must be received by 5 p.m. Tuesday to run in 
Friday’s paper. Please stick to a limit of 160 characters and 
send with the subject line “announcement.”

BY ROSELLE PAZ-LANDOY
Guest Writer

As a Catholic, I am part of a 
minority group surrounded by 
the vast sea of those who grew 
up in the Reformed tradition. 
There’s really nothing bad about 
this, but when I first started going 
here, there were a few things that  
were difficult to grasp and get 
used to. 

I ’m used to the Cathol ic 
way of doing things and the 
many beliefs that we have, so 
being plopped into the ways  
of the Christian Reformed Church 
(CRC) was... interesting and quite  
funny at times.

Here are just a few things that 
I (and perhaps other Catholic or 
non-CRC students in this school) 
have struggled with.

First, the sign of the cross, or, 
should I say, the lack thereof. 
Before and after every prayer and 
mass service, Catholics do the 
sign of the cross; it really took me 
a while to get used to not doing 

so. For the first couple of weeks, I 
had to restrain myself from doing 
the sign of the cross after prayers.

“And forgive us our tres… 
debts…” (The Lord’s Prayer). 
I grew up saying this prayer 
with the words “trespasses” and 
“those who trespass against us” 
as opposed to “debts” and “our 
debtors.” When I first came to the 
school, I didn’t know there was 
this difference. I saw the prayer, 
thought I knew it, but once we 
started saying it, I found out that 
I had thought wrongly. 

Next, having a Pastor Mary. 
Don’t get me wrong, I think 
Pastor Mary’s a wonderful hu-
man being and gives beautiful 
sermons; however, I was used 
to only seeing male presiders  
growing up.

A nd f i n a l ly,  ex pl a i n i n g 
Purgator y. It ’s not an easy  
concept to explain and it’s not  
an easy concept to understand, 
 so I’m not even going to try. 
Here, however, is the gist of it:  
Catholics believe that even though 
God has pardoned one’s sins, this 

BY ANNA CLAIRE LAMBERS
Guest Writer

There are many people who 
will say that racism no longer 
exists here in America. They 
point back to the great accom-
plishments of the past and the 
battles that have been won — to 
Jackie Robinson's breaking of 
the baseball color barrier; to 
Rosa Parks and the boycotting 
of segregated institutions; to the 
legendary march on Washington 
and Martin Luther King, Jr. as its 
Moses; and perhaps to our black 
president — and say, "Look, 
surely America can't be segre-
gated any longer!"

 With recent events at the 
University of Alabama, however, 
it has become clear that, though 
half a century has passed since 
Brown vs. Board of Education, 
segregation is still alive and pres-
ent in public education. A week 
ago, the University of Alabama 
was criticized for the segregation 
of their Greek organizations; 
several sorority sisters have can-
didly confessed to their school 
newspaper that they have turned 
away pledges based on race. The 
University of Alabama is no 
stranger to prejudice. 

The Universit y was f i r s t 
made infamous in 1963 when 
George Wallace, the governor 
of Alabama, defied the Supreme 
Court’s decision that separate was 
not equal, preventing the first two 
African-American students from 
entering the school. Wallace, 
whose slogan was "segregation 
now, segregation tomorrow, seg-
regation forever,” was forcibly 
removed by the federal marshals 
that accompanied the new stu-
dents, as well as the Alabama 
National Guard, who had been 
called in by President John F. 
Kennedy. This event is referred 
to as "The Stand in the School 
Room Door" and is often used 
as the marker of the beginning of 
racial equality in the classroom.

But how much progress has 
really been made in education? 

Those sorority girls did not sud-
denly become racist when they 
joined Greek life; they are prod-
ucts of an environment. My 
reason for saying this is not to 
cast the South as the heart of 
prejudice — that has been done 
and, I believe, doing so allows 
the rest of the U.S. to get off too 
easily. My reason for saying this 
is to suggest that the educational 
system has a hand in the learning 
of racial prejudice.

Educators concerned with so-
cial justice have frequently listed 
numbers and statistics to prove 
this point, but while these facts 
convince our minds, they fail 
to grip our hearts. Instead I am 
asking you, reader, to delve into 
the reserves of your own memory, 
because I believe learning elix-
irs are more potent if they are  
made personal. 

So mentally close your eyes 
and consider racial inequality in 
your experiences at school. 

Think back to the schools in 
your hometown. Think back to 
that wealthy school lacking only 
in diversity and that less wealthy, 
more diverse school lacking in 
everything else. Think back to 
the kids whom the teachers en-
couraged and whom they gave 
up on. Think about free or re-
duced lunch and which students  
were eating these meals. Think 
back to students who began 
the day with metal detectors 
and security officers and teach-
e r s  who sa id ,  “T hey don’t 
pay me enough.” Think back  
to the characters of the books 
you read in school. Think about 
every time you heard a teach-
er or adult say that African-
American English is lazy talk or  
that Americans speak English 
not Spanish. Think about the 
students who volunteered in or-
der to get into college and those  
s t u d e n t s  w h o  w o r k e d  t o  
help pay the bills.

Now answer this: “Are things 
separate? Are things equal? Are 
we there yet?” We’ve come a 
long way, but we’ve got further 
still to go.

Segregation in schools

does not mean one is entirely 
free of one’s faults; therefore, 
one is given a “cleansing” time 
in Purgatory.

There are several other 
things, of course, but these 
are a few that I have personally 
struggled to get used to and/
or explain. Now, I’m not say-
ing either way is more correct, 
but I’m simply expressing how 
different they are. 

After going through high 
school in a Catholic school,  
it never crossed my mind 
how much I would actually 
struggle going to a school 
where I am surrounded by 
people who aren’t Catholic. 
 I actually never knew how  
many differences the two faiths 
have. It’s been an eye-opening 
experience that I find interesting  
and that I’m hoping to learn 
from.

I will probably still struggle 
with these things (and plenty 
of others), but hopefully not 
as much as I did during the 
beginning of the year.

BY KATERINA PARSONS
Staff Writer

“The Israelites went seven 
times around Jericho, and that 
was after they felt defeated,” one 
woman said. “We think maybe 
this time we’re on our sixth turn.”

We sat in a small, hot office 
listening to the stories of workers 
who had been illegally fired from 
a Honduran maquila, a garment 
factory, or more pejoratively, a 
sweatshop. A year and a half 
prior, workers had attempted to 
unionize, but the company retali-
ated by firing the organizers.

The maquila industry em-
ploys over 150,000 Hondurans 
a year in jobs that many call 
“better than nothing.” It’s true 
that where unemployment is 
rampant, maquila jobs are high-
ly desired. One maquila told 
us they turn away 93 percent 
of applicants, with a turnover 
rate of under 2 percent per year. 
However, as consumers, we must 
ask whether “better than noth-
ing” is good enough.

In Honduras, maquila work-
ers make around $10 per day — 
only 70 percent of the Honduran 
minimum wage — because of 
a government-mandated ef-
fort to keep international com-
panies from seeking cheaper  
labor elsewhere.

Besides the low pay, maquilas 
also threaten the health of their 
workers. Working in an assembly 

Catholic students face unique challenges

line, each worker repeats the same 
motion throughout his or her 12-
hour shift, 1800-4800 times per 
day. The lint and chemicals in the 
air can also affect workers’ lungs.

These workers are f ighting 
for better pay and safer working 
conditions, but right now, only 
the most ethical companies will 
provide these conditions simply 
because it’s the right thing to do. 
Competition depends on driv-
ing the cost of production down 
as far as it can go. If consumers 
don’t reward ethical production, 
it won’t pay off for corporations. 
But this can change.

As consumers, especially from 
the country with one of the big-
gest economies in the world, we 
have power. In a way, these giant 
corporations work for us, and we 
face a choice of what work to re-
ward whenever we visit the mall.

Our action doesn’t have to be 
simply in what we buy either. 
“Write letters,” the union leader 
told us, asking us to demand that 
the people who make our clothes 
be well-treated. The maquila 
workers are organized and cou-
rageous, but their voices aren’t 

acknowledged. “We don’t get 
anywhere without interna-
tional involvement,” another  
worker said.

As one example, in 2008, 
Fruit of the Loom closed the 
only maquila in Honduras that 
had unionized — reputedly to 
eliminate the union. Pressure 
from student groups forced the 
company not only to reopen 
the factory, but to pay back 
wages for the year that all its 
employees had been without 
work. Fruit of the Loom now 
works with three different 
unions and is the best-paying 

maquila in the region.
Investigating conditions 

abroad can seem like a para-
lyzing task. Some people 
prefer to reject maquilas al-
together; instead, they buy 
local or used. But both blindly 
participating in the system 
and removing yourself com-
pletely leaves workers without 

defenders. Consumer aware-
ness is about more than just a 
clean conscience — it’s about 
taking action, and the first step 
to that is simply understanding 
that there is a problem.

It’s easy to think that one 
person’s action won’t make a 
difference. But remember what 
God can do with faithfulness. 
The Israelites walked six times 
around Jericho before the sev-
enth time, when they lifted up 
their voices together and “the 
walls came tumblin’ down.”

Consumer awareness crucial
Consumer responses can change factory conditions in Honduras

As consumers, especially from 
the country with one of the big-
gest economies in the world, we 

have power. 

When’s the last time you 
had a 24-hour block of time 
when you didn’t think about 
school, didn’t think about work 
and didn’t read a single email?

I’m doing that this Sunday, 
and I’d love to have you 
join me. (And yes, it’s pos-
sible — even for us busy  
college students.)

Usually, when we think of 
the fourth commandment, 
“Honor the Sabbath day by 
keeping it holy,” we think 
about two things: going to 

church and those rules our par-
ents had to keep a long time ago.

Our parents tell stories about 
how they had to go to church 
every Sunday — both services, of 
course — and how they weren’t 
allowed to watch TV or do home-
work or play with fr iends in  
the afternoon.

But of course, that was back 
then, and times have changed. 
Our Sundays are usually filled 
with catching up on homework, 
squeezing in hours at a job or 
cramming for a Monday test.

Even if we had similar rules 
when we were little, we’re col-
lege students now. “Honor the 
Sabbath day by keeping it holy” 
for us often means trying to make 
it to LOFT at night before we start 
writing that paper.

But I think there’s more to 
this commandment than squeez-
ing a church service into our  
busy schedules.

I’ve done Sabbath-keeping for 
the last two semesters — mean-
ing no homework, no studying, 
no Chimes and no emails for 24 
hours. You can ask my staff: I am 
completely off the map when it 
comes to Chimes.

And I’ve found that this pro-
vides a new rhythm and life to 
my week. It gives me a break each 
week to rest in God’s presence, 
spend time in creation or catch 
up with an old friend. 

Now of course, having a 24-
hour block of free time every week 

comes with a price. 
A lot of us have busy schedules, 

and my 16 credits and demanding 
schedule here at Chimes don’t 
cooperate well with this goal. I 
usually have to give up either my 
Friday or Saturday night to get 
my homework done. 

But it’s the most important 
spiritual discipline in my life. 
For 24 hours each week, I take 
off my student hat, I take off my 
editor in chief hat and I take off 
my work-a-holic hat.

What’s left over is something 
unsettling and beautiful at the 
same t ime: my true identity  
in Christ.

It’s beautiful because for one 
day, it’s not possible for me to de-
fine myself by anything but Jesus 
Christ and who I am in him. I’m 
reminded that God’s peace should 
rule my life and that my identity 
is found in his love — not in the 
stuff that keeps me up until 1 a.m. 

during the week.
But it’s also unsettling be-

cause it puts everything I do 
during the week into perspec-
tive. And let me tell you, it’s a 
wake-up call.

It screams at me, loud and 
clear: I am not the hats I wear. 
My identity isn’t staked in a 
successful student newspaper 
or getting an A on my paper. 
My core identity is a child of 
God, and I enjoy resting in that 
every Sunday.

It also reminds me why 
I wear the hats I wear, as 
well as what — and who — 
I ultimately wear them for:  
n o t  my s e l f ,  n o t  C a l v i n  
Col le ge ,  no t  t h i s  ne w s -
paper, not my future, but  
for God.

Join me this Sunday. After 
all, we were made for this.

~rjs
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