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BY BRIAN EXNER
Staff Writer

In a continuation of the Calvin-
Hope rivalry series, the No. 1 
Knights held strong on 
their home court, win-
ning an eighth consec-
utive match against the 
No. 2 Flying Dutch.

They did so in a 
mere three sets — 25-
17, 25-21 and 28-26 
— even though Hope 
had earned the No. 2 
spot in the national 
rankings just earlier 
that day.

A l t h o u g h  t h e y 
swept the match, the 
Knights went down 
2-0 in each of the first 
two sets.

C o a c h  A m b e r 
Warners said that it 
shows the resilience 
of the team. “We need 
those growing mo-
ments to help us get 
better,” she said.

B y  p u t t i n g  t h e 
Dutch on the move 
constantly, the Knights 
were able to win the 
battle mentally, caus-
ing many errors.

Warners pointed out Hope’s 

unusually-high 13 service errors, 
saying it changed the game. “If 
you had to pinpoint one differ-
ence, [it was serving],” she said.

Each of the sets had close 
moments where the two teams 

fought for the lead, but it came 
down to the wire in the last set.

Hope began the set by earn-
ing a point, but after the teams 
battled back and forth for eight 
points apiece, Calvin went on a 
6-0 run to bring the score to 14-8. 
Hope never gave up, narrowing in 

on Calvin until the Dutch were 
finally able to tie it at 23.

The teams exchanged blows 
again unti l ki l ls f rom Laura 
Danhoff and Megan Rietema 
finally put the game away by a 
score of 28-26.

“The last point is just like any 

other point in the game,” said 
Rietema, but the student section 

seemed to disagree, as they 
capped their already energetic 
support with an eruption of 
cheers.

Maggie Kamp was Calvin’s 
best hitter once again finishing 

with 16 kills.
She said that she 

knew the crowd had 
her back.

“The crowd adds 
so much energy to 
our team … It’s just 
awesome to know 
that we have such a 
great support system 
that is with us no 
matter what,” she 
said.

R i e t e m a  w a s 
also a reliable sup-
port system provid-
ing 31 assists.  The  
defense also played 
a huge supporting 
role, as the Knights 
had 72 digs on the 
night.

Kristi Zietse had 
21 of those d igs, 
Rietema had 12 and 
Elise Biesbor pro-
vided 11.

T h e  n e x t 
h o m e  g a m e  i s 
o n  We d n e s d a y,  

Sept. 25 as the Knights take 
on Adrian.

Although the third set was the hardest-fought set for the Knights this year, the Knights still defeated the Flying 
Dutch in the first three sets of a possible five.

BY LAUREN DEHAAN
Local Editor

Cal l ing t he c ur rent  core 
“u n s u s t a i n a ble”  a nd  “ too 
la rge,” a rough d ra f t  for a  
new core curr iculum would 
cut the number of core credits  
from 74 down to 49 to 52. 

T h e  c u r r e n t  d r a f t  i n -
c ludes  a  new e ig ht- c red i t ,  
two-course introduction to the 
core — which would replace First 
Year Seminar and Developing 
a Christ ian Mind — that is 
structured around philosophy  
and religion.

I t  a l so  i nc ludes  a  much  
smaller foreign language re-
quirement and several combi-
nations of current categories.  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  m o d e l , 
t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n s  w o u l d  
i nc lude  de pa r t me nt s  s uch 
a s  E n g l i s h ,  C A S  a n d  a r t  
h i s t o r y ;  p o l i t i c a l  s c i -
e n c e ,  s o c i o l o g y  a n d  
h i s t o r y ;  a n d  b io lo g y  a n d  
kinesiology.

The plan would not affect cur-
rent students.

T h e  c o m m i t -
tee hopes to pres-
e n t  b r o a d  r e c -
ommendations 
fo r  c o r e  to  t he  
Board of Trustees 
at its January meet-
ing, according to 
Bruce Berglund, 
chair of the core 
curriculum com-
mittee.

“These recom-
mendat ions wi l l 
not include specif-
ic core structure,” 
Provost Claudia 
Beverslu is sa id. 
“We will bring [a 
specif ic plan] to 
faculty senate in 
the spring.”

Ac cord i n g  to 
the model drafted 
by the committee,  
core would be di-
vided into “six ar-
eas of knowledge” 

Draft of new core would slash course load

No. 1 Knights beat No. 2 Hope in three sets
The Dutch put up a tough fight but Calvin was able to defeat them for the eighth consecutive match
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that will be comprised of courses 
spanning multiple departments.

Core committee outlines rough plan to reduce requirements by one-third
“T he log ic  beh i nd m a k-

ing broader, interdisciplinary 
categor ies i s  that we are  
trying to reduce core in a way 

that wouldn’t target 
specific departments,”  
said Berglund.

The commit tee’s  
out l i ne  wou ld ex-
pand instruction in 
w r i t t e n  a n d  o r a l  
r h e t o r i c ,  i n c l u d e 
a  n e w  f o c u s  o n  
visual rhetoric, and  
offer room for more 
e l e c t i v e  c o u r s -
e s  —  a  t o t a l  o f  
12 “pick-and-choose” 
credit hours.

The plan removes the  
o n e - c r e d i t  c r o s s -
c u l t u r a l  e n g a g e -
m e n t  ( C C E )  
r e q u i r e m e n t  a n d 
i n s tead i nteg rates 
i t  t h r ou g hout  t he  
other classes. “The 
CCE category wi l l 
b e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  
into the overall core,” Committee chair Bruce Berglund said, “The logic behind making broader, 

interdisciplinary categories is that we are trying to reduce core in a way that 
wouldn’t target specific departments.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF CALVIN.EDU
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60 volunteers, 30 of which were 
orientation leaders.

S t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a -
t i o n s  a l s o  p l a y e d  a  p a r t 
i n  t he  f e s t i v i t i e s .  Br i t to n  
said Buck Fridays invited stu-
dent clubs to run a table or an 
event.  The martial arts club, 
t he  ge nd e r  e q u a l i t y  c lu b, 

Dialogue, student senate and  
t he  mu l t i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f f i c e  w e r e  
all present.

Students mentioned that the 
size of the crowd did put some-
what of a damper on the event.

“I  t h i n k  t he  l i ne s  a re  a  
l it t le long,” said Kreischer,  
“but that’s to be expected with 
how many students we have. Plus 
we’d rather dance!”

wish people would dress up for it 
and we could give prizes for the 
best ones.”

The carnival featured new at-
tractions which were especially 
big hits.

One of the most popular fea-
tures was the fire spinner. Kevin 
Higby, who has been spinning 

since he was a boy, was hired by 
the Student Activities Office to do 
fire spinning routines a few times 
every hour. The routine included 
spinning a bar which was on fire 
on both ends, as well as blowing 
fireballs from his mouth.

Students preferred the DJ 
and light shows to the student 
bands of the past, saying that  
i t ’s  ea s ie r  for  eve r yone to  
dance to popular music than 

Buck Fridays carnival offers new, monstrous attractions
BY ANNA DELPH

Photography Editor

More than 1,100 students and 
staff attended last Friday night’s 
“Monsters University” carnival 
on commons lawn. The event 
featured popular music, dancing, 
carnival games and discounted 
food.

Many students gave the event 
favorable reviews.

“It’s awesome getting to meet 
new people and see what the 
school does for fun,” said Michael 
Hsu, a freshman. “Look at all 
the people here; people means 
success.”

In the midst of orientation 
season, the carnival, which usu-
ally attracts on-campus freshmen 
and sophomores, was also heavily 
attended by upperclassmen such 
as Carrie Ott, a junior.

Ot t was impressed by the 
amount of people who showed up.

“Any event that can get a 
fourth of campus to show up is 
pretty good,” said Ott.

John Britton, head of Buck 
Fridays, said the program’s main 
objective is to connect Calvin 
students with each other. Buck 
Fridays’ next event, the Art Prize 
Scavenger Hunt, will try to con-
nect students with Grand Rapids.

“Our goal is to be fun and in-
teractive,” Britton said.

The carnival was themed af-
ter “Monsters University” to 
coincide with the showing of 
the movie the night afterward. 
Students loved the theme and 
thought it was a fitting choice.

“What’s better than being in 
touch with your inner child at the 
college level, right?” said Rebekah 
Kreischer, a fifth-year senior.

“It’s really cute and creative,” 
said Julia Lee, a sophomore. “I 

original songs.
A large projection screen near 

the dance floor showed scenes of 
the crowd, clips from “Monsters 
Universit y” and l ive v ideo  
from a photo booth which had 
been set up so students could 
interact with the camera and  
the crowd.

The live video feed became like 
a stage and let people be more in-
teractive with the event. Students 
used it to show off their dance 
moves, embarrass their friends 
and do comedic stunts.

Many people and groups were 
involved in putting on the car-
nival.

“It takes a lot of people to run 
this,” Britton said, adding that the 
event was staffed by more than 

BY SIERRA SEVELA
Guest Writer

This past May the Calvin 
board of trustees met to approve 
a new budget while also approv-
ing the new position of dean for 
both the international and mul-
ticultural student development 
offices.

N e w  s t u d e n t  d e v e l o p -
m e n t  e m p l o y e e s  i n c l u d e 
Christina Edmonson, who will  
act as interim dean for both offic-
es, and Leslie Washington, who  
is replacing Ebonie Atk ins  
as the program coordinator  
for the multicultural student 
development off ice (MSDO).  
Esther Kwak joins the inter-
national student development  
off ice (ISDO) as a part-time  
program coordinator.

This is the first year the two 
offices have shared a dean. So 
why the change?

Linda Bosch, assistant dean 
of ISDO, and Nicole Parker, 
program coordinator for MSDO, 
said the number of interna-
tional students and students of 

color at Calvin are increasing. 
International students make up 
10 percent of the student body 
and students of color make up 12 
percent, twice what they were five 
years ago.

Bosch says the offices need 
more exposure.

“The idea is the dean would 
take these programs and make 
them more visible,” Bosch said.

Parker agreed that a dean 
would add visibility for both 
offices. She said the new dean 
will create structure and give the 
offices a bigger voice on campus 
and a better support system.

“It’s a great change, especially 
as Calvin continues to move for-
ward in our commitment to issues 
of diversity,” Parker said.

Edmonson i s  not new to 
Calvin. She spent last year work-
ing in the Broene Counseling 
Center. She has BA in sociology, 
a master’s degree in marriage 
and family counseling and a PhD  
in psychology.

E d m o n s o n  s h a r e d  h e r 
thoughts on what she believes 
the offices should focus on this  
upcoming year.

“We have the privilege of be-
ing a community that is growing 
in its racial, ethnic and national 
diversity,” Edmonson said. “It 
is essential that all of our stu-
dents feel that Calvin College is  
their home.”

“We are after both retention 
and f lourishing for the good of 
the individual student and Calvin 
College,” Edmonson said.

Washington joins the MSDO 
as an additional program coor-
dinator who will work alongside 
Parker. She has her MA in history 
and has taught college courses 
about Asia and the world and 
Africa and the world.

Washington shared what she 
hoped to accomplish through her 
new position.

“I hope to guide students in 
their understanding and apprecia-
tion of the various cultures that 
are represented in the Calvin stu-
dent body, with the particular goal 
of reconciliation,” Washington 
said. “We are seeking to honor 
God in our relationships with one 
another as we endeavor to fulfill 
the command of our Lord to ‘love 
your neighbor as yourself.’”

The ISDO works to help in-
ternational students feel more 
at home and supported, Bosch 
explained. They give the stu-
dents opportunities to showcase 
their cultures with programs like 
Rangeela and festivals that build 
community. Bosch expressed ex-
citement for a new program where 
international students would be 
matched with international up-
perclassmen as a way to promote 
community and to integrate them 
into Calvin’s campus.

Parker  expla ined MSDO 
deals more with issues of race  
and social justice. The off ice 
exists to create a community  
where all students feel they be-
long and feel they are support-
ed. MSDO sponsors UnLearn 
week, educational programming 
and various lectures throughout  
the year.

Amid the addition of new staff 
members, the offices are working 
to articulate their goals for the 
upcoming year.

“I think that there are a lot of 
great things that are to come,” 
Parker said, “We are still in that 
goal-setting stage.”

Student life division appoints new positions in diversity office

This year’s carnival theme was based on the new Monsters University movie.
PHOTO COURTESY OF ANNA DELPH

Core: Drastic changes expected in the near future
Continued from page 1 

Berglund said.
The health and fitness require-

ment would also be reduced from 
three semester hours to two.

The committee is re-evaluating 
the core curriculum due to a num-
ber of problems that have emerged 
over the years in regards to the 
nature of core in the education 
of students.

The committee began by ex-
amining complaints about the  
size and structure of the cur-
rent core and then “investigated  
concerns that can be confirmed, 

s uppor ted  or  r e f uted w it h  
en rol lment data and ot her 
evidence,” says the draft from  
the committee.

These conf irmed concerns  
included the fact that many  
majors at Calvin allow for exemp-
tions in core so that “the different  
requirements of certain programs  
and the inconsistent applica-
tion of high school exemptions 
produce a number of practical 
problems,” says the document.

“We started out with different 
models and then investigated 
how core has affected enrollment, 
students with two majors and stu-

dents not being able to graduate 
on time because of core require-
ments,” said Berglund.

A n o t h e r  p r o b l e m  w i t h  
core that the report seeks to ad-
dress is the growing number of stu-
dents who take core classes during  
the summer at community colleges  
or other institutions and trans-
fer in the credits. The report 
a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  m o r e  
t ha n 30 0 f u l l - t i me Ca lv i n  
students transferred credits dur-
ing the 2011-2012 school year.

“Without changes in the trans-
fer policy or in the core curricu-
lum, other departments that serve 

core will likewise find themselves 
competing with these easy online 
courses in the near future,” says 
the committee’s document.

But for now, the committee’s 
report continues to generate dis-
cussion in academic departments 
across the campus.

“I think it is still far too ear-
ly to predict any kind of final 
outcome,” said Jeff Bouman,  
a member of the committee. “Now  
the larger community has some 
work to do in discussing and  
debating and doing more re-
search into particular questions  
and concerns.”
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BY CAITLIN GENT
Guest Writer

Freshmen Jonathan Manni, 
Hannah Biggs and Laura Steele 
joined student senate to repre-
sent their fellow students last 
Thursday after a rigorous ap-
plication process. All three went 
through multiple interviews to 
achieve their new rank.

According to Connor Schmidt, 
a junior senate cabinet member, 
the candidates first filled out a 
paper application and gathered 
100 signatures from fellow stu-
dents. After a first round of cuts,  
the remaining candidates at-
tended short interviews with the  
cabinet. Finally, the cabinet  
s e le c ted  s i x  ap pl ic a nt s  to 
move on to the f inal g roup 
i n t e r v i e w.  A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Schmidt, the f inal interview  
had multiple parts.

“The students were faced 
with mock situations to solve 
— budget crisis, funding, etc.,” 
Schmidt said. “They also worked 
together in pairs to interview  
each other.”

Schmidt said the cabinet close-
ly evaluated the final candidates 
on their performance in the in-

terview. “We were look-
ing for candidates with 
strong leadership skills 
but a humble attitude,” 
he said. “We were look-
ing for senators who had 
excellent interpersonal 
skills and were willing 
to work hard in order to 
better Calvin College.”

The new senators also 
commented on the in-
tensity of the selection 
procedure. Biggs and 
Steele agreed that the 
hardest part of the in-
terview process was the 
f inal interview. They 
split into teams of two, 
inter v iewed another 
team and were instruct-
ed to evaluate the other  
team’s performance.

“We had to analyze 
and critique other peo-
ple’s strengths and weak-
nesses and report back 
to the panel [of cabinet 
members],” Biggs said.

The new senators had their 
own visions for student senate 
and its role in campus life.

“My vision for senate this 
year is that we would serve our 
community and our campus in  

ways that a re relevant and  
effective,” Biggs said. Biggs said she 
and her fellow senators will work  
toge t her  to see t h i s  v i s ion  
into reality.

Steele added to Biggs’ vision 
statement, specifically addressing 

Women’s rugby team gets a coach and implements new changes for the year

Three freshmen students appointed to student senate

the class of 2017.
“It’s also important to help 

the freshmen get settled,” said  
Steele. “This year’s student body is  
dif ferent than in past years, 
and [student] senate should act 
according to their needs and 

wants.”
Looking forward 

to a ful l academic 
year in of f ice, the  
new senators expressed  
their excitement for the  
following year.

“I can’t wait to see 
our work affecting 
people in tangible  
ways,” Biggs said, 
smiling. Steele nod-
ded her assent.

“ I ’ m  l o o k i n g 
forward to helping 
students fall in love  
w i t h  C a l v i n 
a n d  t h e  g r e a t  
opportunities 
i t  h a s  t o  o f f e r ,”  
she said.

After seeing them 
through the inter-
view process, Schmidt  
s a i d  h e  i s  l o o k -
i n g  f o r w a r d  

to working with the new 
senators.

“All of cabinet is be-
yond impressed with each of their 
skills, talents and attitudes,” he 
said. “They are beyond awesome  
and we are looking forward  
to seeing their contributions this 
upcoming year.”

Freshmen senators (from left) Hannah Biggs, Jonathan Manni and Laura Steele.
PHOTO COURTESY OF STUDENT SENATE

The article titled “LOFT ends 15-year-old ‘Grow in Grace’ 
tradition” published on Sept. 13 contained the following errors: 
Greg DeMey is spelled Mey not May; Cale Cooper didn’t ask 
Greg DeMey to include “My Friends,” he invited Greg DeMey 
and Greg Kett to move LOFT to Calvin’s campus after it had been 
going at LaGrave Ave CRC. “My Friends” is original to LOFT; 
“My Friends” is not sung at Paul Ryan’s high school. The blessing 
song tried last week is included in the book “Common Prayer for 
Ordinary Radicals.”

Chimes regrets these errors. Corrections have also been made 
online.

BY LEAH JONKER
On-Call Writer

Going into their fourth year as 
a club, the women’s rugby team is 
making critical changes, expand-
ing from the coachless team with 
hand-me-down jerseys they were 
in 2010.

For the past three years, the 
women have worn the men’s old 
rugby jerseys.

“They don’t exactly fit, and 
they look and smell far from new, 
but they have done all right for 
our team,” said Becca Broekhuis, 
the senior captain.

“They were ripped, stained 
and two sizes too big,” said 
Maria Sedjo, senior co-captain of  
the team.

But  t h i s  ye a r,  t he  t e a m 
has been approved to receive  
new jerseys, designed specifically  
f o r  t h e  b u i l d  a n d  s h a p e  
of women.

“It was a l it t le rough for  
awhile, but we were always grateful  
for the guys. It was just time  
for us to get our own,” Sedjo said. 
“If Calvin didn’t approve, we  
would have been disappointed.”

Though the jerseys don’t say 
“men’s,” it was obvious by their 
fit that they were not designed for 
the team, Sedjo said.

Broek huis  admit ted t hat 
play i ng i n  t hese  u n i for m s  
w a s  u nc o m fo r t a b le  wh i le  
competing against teams like 
Michigan State.

“The student l i fe depar t-
ment recent ly switched the  
way in which student organi-
zations can request funding  
for the more expensive items they 
purchase,” Broekhuis said. “Any 
organization, regardless of size  
or budget can request funding  
for an item that will be used  

for several years to come. It’s 
called a ‘capital items request.’”

“It’s a really good way to help 
some of the smaller organiza-
tions like women’s rugby to grow 
without increasing their annual 
budget,” Broekhuis added.

However, not all of the changes 
were by request.

BY VALERIE GREER
Guest Writer

The senior leadership team 
(SLT) of the enrollment manage-
ment division welcomed three 
new members this September: 
Tasha Cruz, associate director 
of college readiness; Nunana 
Nyomi, associate director of 
international admissions; and 
Tom Van Eck, associate director 
of enrollment research.

While these members are 
maintaining the same positions 
as before, the president’s office 
added them to the SLT in order 
to offer more diverse representa-
tion in leadership and gain new 
perspectives on the issues that 
the enrollment management 
division faces.

All three of the new mem-
bers agree that they will each 
bring an important and diverse  

outlook to the SLT.
“In the scene of enrollment, 

all of these voices are important 
to have,” Cruz said. “They each 
interact with different demo-
graphics and situations.”

Cruz herself is in charge of 
reaching out to and interacting 
with middle school and high 
school students. Cruz said she 
provides resources to “help 
students navigate the process  
more easily.”

In the past, Cruz has worked 
for Entrada, a program in which 
racial and ethnic minority high 
school students take summer 
courses at Calvin.

Cruz said her close interactions 
with younger age groups enable 
her to offer new ideas about the 
enrollment process. She believes 
that the change will bring differ-
ent voices to the table.

Nyomi works with interna-
tional students and explains that 

the population is always growing, 
and agrees that this new leader-
ship addition will benefit the SLT.

“Demographic trends are shift-
ing,” Nyomi said, “and as Calvin 
seeks to position itself in a sus-
tainable manner for the future, 
it is important to consider the 
impact of key enrollment deci-
sions on the audiences that are 
growing significantly.”

Nyomi calls himself a “third-
culture kid” and has lived in sev-
eral different countries. Nyomi 
has also held a variety of differ-
ent admissions roles. He believes 
his experience with different  
c u l t u r e s  w i l l  o f f e r  n e w  
diverse ideas.

Van Eck’s roles are more re-
search oriented.

“My primary duties involve 
coordinating enrollment report-
ing for the college, both internal 
and external reporting needs,” 
Van Eck said.

Besides coordinating enroll-
ment reporting, Van Eck also 
works with admissions and reten-
tion statistics and helps evaluate 
the enrollment division’s pro-
grams and initiatives.

Van Eck said that the expan-
sion will provide broader input 
to the decisions made by the col-
lege. He said his addition to the 
leadership team in particular will 
highlight the importance of “met-

Calvin also recently required 
the team to find a coach. “When 
I heard that the rugby team was 
going to be pulled if they didn’t 
find a coach, I knew it was me,”  
said Andy DeVries, Calvin’s re-
gional gift officer.

“I’ve never seen a rugby game. 
I don’t know anything about 

rugby, but I’ve always cheered 
for the underdog,” DeVries said.

Due to the team’s tight budget 
of $2,000, half of which is raised 
by the girls, DeVries’ position  
as coach is volunteer only. But it’s 
not about the money.

“I can make a difference,” 
DeVries said, “All I have to do 
is be there, just show up. The  
girls [Broekhuis and Sedjo] are 
the real coaches.”

DeVries coaches by the motto, 
“hard work beats talent if talent 
doesn’t work hard.”

Coming into the team hav-
ing only the experience that 
198 downloaded pages of rules 
and s t rateg ies  cou ld teach  
him, DeVries believes in the 
success of the club based not  
on the score, but on the attitudes 
of the girls.

“If we come out of the game 
having had fun and worked 
hard then we’ll call that a win,” 
DeVries said.

“Our team,” said Broekhuis, 
“is about enjoying time with  
e ach  o t he r  a nd ge t t i ng  to  
play rugby.”

With these new adjustments 
to the team, Broekhuis and  
S e d jo  a r e  e xc i t e d  fo r  t he  
new season, anticipating a new 
confidence and motivation.

“I think the new adjustments 
have helped us establish ourselves 
as an organization,” Broekhuis 
said. “They encourage women 
to keep playing rugby at Calvin 
even after Maria and I graduate.”

New members join enrollment management division senior leadership team

The Calvin women’s rugby team is getting new uniforms to replace their hand-me-downs.
PHOTO BY TORI JONES

rics and performance indicators.”
Cruz said that ultimately, these 

changes will help reflect Calvin’s 
dedication to diversity.

“In the scene of enrollment, 
all of these voices are impor-
tant to have,” Cruz said. She 
explained that because of this 
decision, Calvin College will 
do a better job of upholding its  
mission to represent every tribe  
and nation.
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The art’s everywhere — inside and outside of buildings and on 
the ground.

     David Ryou, “ArtPize”

BY JOHN MICHAEL LASALLE
Guest Writer

Last Thursday, the Grand 
Rapids Planning Commission 
unanimously approved a special 
land use permit for the Grand 
Rapids Art Museum (GRAM) to 
host food trucks on Wege Plaza, 
in between the museum and Rosa 
Parks Circle.

The  request was made by 
G R A M  C F O  R a n d y  Va n 
Antwerp in time for ArtPrize. 
The proposal states that a truck 
would normal ly operate for 
breakfast and lunch three days a 
week, with additional hours for 
special events. 

The permit allows up to two 
trucks to operate 200 days a year 
from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday 
through Thursday, and 7 a.m. to 
11 p.m. Friday and Saturday.

The permit is the first in down-
town Grand Rapids allowing
 food trucks on private land, 
though food stands are permitted 
on certain downtown streets. 

Previous discussions of food-
trucks  have raised opposition 
from restaurants who are worried 
that food trucks will draw busi-
ness away from their establish-
ments. 

The GRAM’s proposal in-
tended to address these con-
cerns by only offering food that 
was not available from nearby 
restaurants and other mobile 
vendors. No restaurateurs spoke

 against the proposal at the com-
mission meeting.

Lynee Wells, a local urban 
planner at Williams Works, is 
supportive of the permit. “Food 
trucks provide another dining 

option for downtown dwellers 
and visitors alike.” Current near-
by dining options include T.G.I. 
Friday’s, The Dog Pit, Angel 
Thai, Cinco de Mayo, Leo's and 
Parsley Mediterranean Grille.

The move is part of a trend 
of greater acceptance of food 
trucks in Michigan. In August, 
t h e  M i c h i g a n  E c o n o m i c 
De ve lopme nt  Cor pora t ion 
awarded almost $78,000 in grants 

The new permit is the fi rst to allow food trucks on private property in downtown Grand Rapids;  
it comes after $78,000 in grants were awarded to help food trucks start or expand business. 

to help food trucks start or expand 
their businesses.

 According to Wells, “In places 
like Traverse City, food trucks are 
seen as an important business 
incubator, often translating into 
a fixed restaurant and an impor-
tant component of their down-
town economic development 
strategy.” 

In addition to food trucks, 
which stay in one location while 
operating, Grand Rapids allows 
food carts and mobile vendors, 
such as ice cream trucks, to oper-
ate downtown.

The GRAM proposal high-
lights Wege Plaza's assets, such 
as under-utilized covered out-
door dining areas and conve-
nient public faci l it ies. Food 
trucks will be required to recycle 
and compost in keeping with 
the GR AM's Leadership in 
Energy & Environmental Design 
(LEED) Gold certification. 

Adjacent Rosa Parks Circle 
hosts a variety of events through-
out the year, such as ice skat-
ing dur ing the winter and, 
until recently, swing dancing ev-
ery Tuesday during the summer. 
The GRAM is also a focal point 
of Art Prize.

What the Truck, a local food 
truck run by The Winchester, 
will be at the GRAM during 
ArtPrize.  Other area food trucks, 
such as Papa Joe's Southern 
BBQ, run by Joe Mitchell, have 
expressed interest in operating 
downtown.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GRAND RAPIDS ART MUSEUM

Grand Rapids OKs food trucks at art museum 
Alternative dining option will bring variety to downtown Grand Rapids

BY ERICKA BUITENHUIS
Guest Writer 

Grand Rapid’s busing sys-
tem, The Rapid, was recently 
named “The Most Outstanding 
Mid-Sized Transportation 
System” in North America 
for 2013. 

Many students, however, 
are not fully aware of the bene
f it s  t hat  t h i s  nat iona l ly-
r e c o g n i z e d  b u s i n g  s y s -
tem br ings, including not 
need i ng to  f i nd pa rk i ng 
or worrying about get ting 
separated from a caravan of 
friends’ cars.

Between classes, friends 
a nd  home work  i t  m ig ht 
prove to be a challenge to 
find a few hours of time to 
go exploring, but students 
who have tried it say that it is 
well worth the time. 

“I think you would be at a 
disadvantage to choose to stay 
inside the Calvin bubble,” said 
freshman Kara Bilkert.

 Grand Rapids has a vari-
ety of events and venues to 
choose from, such as ArtPrize, 
swing dancing and various 
festivals throughout the year.

Besides being close to a 
city that has lots of events 
going on, Calvin students 
can also purchase a discount 
c a rd  f rom c a mpu s  sa fe -
ty or the Service Learning 
Center (SLC), reducing the 
cost of a one-way ride to 50 
cents.

Some students have found 
riding The Rapid to be an in-
timidating endeavor. 

Freshman Kira Rosol has 
l ived in Grand Rapids for 
many years, but she had never 
used the busing system before 
coming to Calvin. 

“It was a different experi-
ence,” says Rosol, “I got out 
of my comfort zone.” To her 
su r pr i se,  Rosol  found t hat 
the bus system was not nearly 
as confusing as she had thought. 
She admits that she found it 
even more relaxing because 
she was with a group of friends. 
“Just don’t go alone for the first 
time,” suggests Rosol. 

Getting a map of the routes 
from the SLC a few days be-
fore exploring also proved to be
 a helpful tool for some, as 
planning ahead lef t t ime to 
ask others for tips and advice. 

“If you’re ever confused, don’t 
be afraid to ask the bus driver 
for guidance or helpful tips for 
your t r ip,” s tates f reshman 
Amanda Skowbo.

The Rapid doesn’t give change 
back in the form of cash, but 
rather on a smal l card that 
serves as a voucher to pay for 
future use of The Rapid.

Besides planning ahead, junior 
Emily Veenstra says that time 
management is key for a smooth 
ride:

 “Never be crunched for time 
— it removes the stress and makes 
the ride a more enjoyable experi-
ence.”

 Skowbo also notes that mis-
takes are possible even with the 
best of planning. 

“We accidently got on south-
bound bus when we should have 
boarded a northbound. We ended 
up at Central Station instead of 
Calvin!” recalls Skowbo. 

“With good time manage-
ment and a lot of laughs, we still 
had plenty of time to get back to 
Calvin for dinner!” 

Despite occasional mishaps, 
students recommend trying the 
Rapid at least once. “College is
 for trying new things,” states 
Rosol, “It’s an adventure.”

BY BEN RIETEMA
On Call Writer

With a giant hummingbird 
sculpture, pandas made out of 
old tires and a mosaic of President 
Carter made entirely out of peanut 
shells, ArtPrize 
has swept into 
Grand Rapids. 
The event of-
f icially began 
Sept. 18 and 
continues for 
19 days, until 
Oct. 6.

ArtPrize, 
now in its fifth 
year, has again 
transformed 
downtown 
Grand Rapids 
into an extend-
ed art exhibi-
tion.

 “The inter-
e s t i ng  t h i ng 
about ArtPrize 
is that it’s ev-
erywhere 
downtown,” 
senior David 
Ryou said. “It’s 
just covered in 
ar t.  It  rea l ly 
gives the city 
some flavor.” 

The 
ArtPrize event began in 2009 
when entrepreneur Rick Devos 
created a grassroots competition 
that allowed the public to vote 
for their favorite art. After the 
first year that featured over 1,200 
artists from 41 states and 14 coun-
tries, ArtPrize has only grown.

Last year, the event hosted 
400,000 visitors, who are intro-
duced to the city and its down-
town. 

“It was a great experience; it 

opened me up to Grand Rapids,” 
senior Chanmin Anh said. 

ArtPrize winners are chosen 
by viewers who vote to distribute
the $560,000 of prize money, 
which is given to the top ten artists. 
Yet the prize money pales com-
pared to what the local economy 

gains f rom the event, which 
has been estimated to be $15.4 
million.

To make voting easier, a mobile 
iPhone and Android application 
(app) is available. The app con-
tains a feature that finds ArtPrize 
pieces that are close to the user 
and allows viewers to register 
and vote.

Along with the app, several 
self-guided walking tours are 
offered to aid viewers. The tours 

start from Rosa Parks Circle 
and are marked by signs on the 
ground.

However, Ryou notes some of 
the best works are in unexpected 
places. “You’ve really got to look 
around,” he said, “The art’s ev-
erywhere — inside and outside 

of buildings and on 
the ground.”

The unexpected 
is key in the event. 
ArtPrize enables 
lesser-known art-
ists to exhibit their 
art and to get their 
name out. 

T h e  f i r s t 
ArtPrize winner, 
New Yorker Ran 
Ortner, went from 
an unknown strug-
gling to get by to 
having thousands 
view his painting, 
“Open Water No. 
24.” 

A n h ,  a  Ne w 
York native, en-
joye d  O r t ne r ’s 
piece the most. 
“The immensity 
of it … It real ly 
looked l ike you 
were at the beach,” 
he comments. 

Other entries in 
the past have in-
cluded an 18-foot 

high, 100-foot long “Nessie” — a 
sculpture resembling the Loch 
Ness monster — in the Grand 
River and a giant hovering steam 
pig nicknamed Parsifal.

While Calvin College is not 
playing host to a steam pig, it is 
hosting venues on campus and 
at its downtown (106) art gallery 
at 106 Division St. SE. This year 
the gallery features the mono-
chrome work of ten artists in the 
exhibition “DELINEATION.”

ArtPrize returns to Grand Rapids
Popular GR art competition displays art throughout the city

ArtPrize visitors can vote for art using their mobile devices.      

PHOTO BY BECKY JEN 

GR’s buses win award
Calvin students find bus system practical
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Student volunteers expressed feeling simultaneously pleased to be 
able to help, and dismayed that so much help was necessary.

Natasha Strydhorst, “Grand River cleanup”

BY NATASHA STRYDHORST
Guest Writer

About 900 west Michigan 
residents combed around 30 
miles of the Grand River and its 
tributaries’s banks last Saturday 
morning for refuse littered along 
them, according to the Mayors’ 
Grand River Cleanup website. 
As was soon apparent, “refuse” 
can be a fairly broad category: 
volunteers en-
countered ev-
erything from 
human waste, 
in the form of 
soiled diapers, 
to elec t ronic 
debris, to al l 
manner of pa-
per and plastic 
detritus along 
the banks, in 
the r iver and 
suspended on 
trees and fenc-
es.

Donning 
g ree n sh i r t s 
a n d  r u b b e r 
gloves, teams 
of participants 
were sent off 
t o  d i f f e r e n t 
sections of the 
river and its tributaries to collect 
garbage as well as recycling along 
the banks. This year marks the 
event’s 10th anniversary, and its 
record number of volunteers was 
a testament to its ongoing success 
as an annual community project. 

G r a n d  R a p i d s ’  M a y o r 
Heartwell, alongside Walker’s 
Mayor Holt, Wyoming’s Mayor 
Poll and Grandville’s Mayor Buck 
hosted the event, complete with 
complimentary breakfast, lunch 

and t-shirts, on the bank of the 
Grand River in Sixth Street Park. 
Last year’s cleanup removed ap-
proximately 20,000 pounds of 
trash from the Grand River area, 
bringing the event’s cumulative 
total to 110,000 pounds. 

For all the garbage that can be 
picked up, there remain the pol-
lutants that can’t. Calvin’s Plaster 
Creek Stewards list E. Coli, sedi-
ment, toxic substances, fertilizers 
and thermal pollution as top 

contaminants to the watershed. 
E. Coli and fertilizers originate 
from rural and urban areas; both 
livestock waste and leaky sewage 
pipes contribute to the pervasive 
bacteria presence, while fertilizer 
enters the creek as runoff from 
farms and green spaces within 
the city. Sediment comes from 
the creek itself — being washed 
into the water from the bank 
when f looding erodes the land 
around the watershed’s streams, 

creeks and rivers. Urban runoff is 
a major contributor of toxic sub-
stances because salts, pesticides 
and other contaminants enter the 
water from street drains. Thermal 
pollution stems from the same 
source: paved surfaces feeding 
water into the creek inf luences 
its temperature, causing changes 
to the ecosystem.

Student volunteers expressed 
feeling simultaneously pleased to 
be able to help, and dismayed that 

so much help 
was necessary: 
the amount of 
garbage in the 
watershed can 
be discourag-
ing to witness 
first-hand. But 
observing the 
watershed’s 
predicament 
personally is 
precisely what 
the event aims 
to allow — it 
isn’t just about 
the cleanup, 
but about the 
knowledge of 
its necessity. 
A major goal 
a nd  a ccom-
plishment of 
the Mayors’ 

Annual Grand River Cleanup 
is to raise the awareness of par-
ticipants and their networks of 
threats to the watershed and 
of ways to protect fresh water 
reserves.

For those who learn best by 
doing, the cleanup is an event 
that incorporates themes of en-
vironmental management with 
an annual hands-on experience 
in the watershed itself, plus the 
bonus of free food and t-shirts.

BY JOHN MUYSKENS
Sci-Tech Editor

The 2013 Ig Nobel prize win-
ners were announced Thursday, 
Sept. 12 at Harvard University. 
Each year the magazine “The 
Annals of Improbable Research” 
awards researchers who make 
the strangest contributions to 
science; “achievements,” accord-
ing to the Ig Nobel prize website, 
“that first make people laugh, and  
then make them think.” The  
categories this year include medi-
cine, psychology, biology, as-
tronomy, engineering, physics, 
probability and public health. 
The prizes, handed out by ac-
tual Nobel laureates, have been 
awarded each year since 1991, 
and this year’s winners are no 
less absurd.

The 2013 medicine winning 
paper, “Auditory stimulation  
of opera music induced prolonga-
tion of murine cardiac allograft 
survival and maintained genera-
tion of regulatory CD4+CD25+ 
cel ls” studied the ef fects of 
music listening on mice with  
heart transplants. The study 
found that the heart transplants 
survived longer in mice exposed 
to opera and Mozart than those 
exposed to New Age music, like 
Enya.

The psychology prize winner, 
“‘Beauty Is in the Eye of the Beer 
Holder’: People Who Think They 
Are Drunk Also Think They Are 
Attractive,” examined the effects 
of alcohol on self-perception. The 
study found that participants 
(who, the abstract points out, 
were non-students) who thought 
they had consumed alcohol and 
later delivered a speech rated their 
performance better. “However,” 
the authors write wryly, “ratings 
from independent judges showed 

that this boost in self-evalua-
tion was unrelated to actual  
performance.” This research 
complements an early study doc-
umenting the “beer goggles”  
effect where intoxicated individu-
als perceive increased attractive-
ness in members of the opposite 
sex.

Ig Nobel winners are often 
far more imagi-
native than they  
are practical. The 
physics winners 
studied the pos-
sibility of humans 
running on the 
surface of water 
as the basi l i sk 
lizard and water 
strider insects do. 
They concluded 
that under the 
m o o n ’s  g r a v -
ity, some human 
r unners would 
be able to avoid 
sinking. An an-
ti-hijacking sys-
tem for airplanes 
won t he  e ng i -
nee r i ng pr i ze. 
Detai led in US 
Patent 3,811,643, 
t he sys tem in-
volves dropping 
the would-be hi-
jacker through 
a trap door, im-
p r i s o n i n g  t h e  
hijacker in a cap-
sule, dropping the capsule through 
bomb bay doors and parachuting 
the capsule safely into the arms  
of waiting police officers, sum-
moned via radio.

The Ig Nobel subjects range 
from the extraordinary to in-
depth discussions of the extraor-
dinarily mundane. On the ex-
traordinary side, the winners of a 
joint prize in biology and astron-

omy discovered that dung beetles 
navigate by the Milky Way, mak-
ing them a part of the small club 
of known celestial navigators 
(birds, seals and humans). On 
the everyday side, a group from 
Japan won the chemistry prize 
for its investigation of the enzyme 
that makes people cry while cut-
ting onions. The winners of the 

probability prize found that the 
longer a cow sits, the more likely 
it is to stand up, while the length 
of time a cow has been standing 
has no bearing on its likelihood 
of sitting down.

The peace prize went to both 
Alexander Lukashenko, the presi-
dent of Belarus, and the Belarus 
State Police. Belarus outlawed ap-
plause in public directed towards 

anyone but war veterans. The 
police later arrested Konstantin 
Kaplin, a disabled man with only 
one arm, for clapping as part of 
a protest.

The winners with the most 
absurd exper imental proce-
dure were Brian Crandall and 
Peter Stahl who swallowed a  
shrew without chewing and 

“careful ly examining every-
thing excreted during subsequent 
days.” They reportedly did this 
to observe the effects of the hu-
man digestive system on various 
bones. 

Last, but not least, the public 
health prize went to “Surgical 
Management of an Epidemic of 
Penile Amputations in Siam,” 
which documents a surgical 

procedure for reimplantation 
which, according to the authors, 
“should be successful regardless 
of the method of anastomosis, 
provided that the amputated part 
is not mutilated, decomposed or 
partially eaten by a duck.”

A few choice winners from 
previous years include “Leaning 
to the Lef t Makes the Eif fel 

Tower Seem Smaller,” “How 
to Procrastinate and Still Get 
Things Done,” “Dizziness in 
Discus Throwers is Related to 
Motion Sickness Generated 
While Spinning,” “Swearing 
a s  a  R e s p o n s e  to  Pa i n ,” 
“Microbiological Laboratory 
Hazard of Bearded Men,” 
“A re Fu l l  or  Empt y Beer 
Bot t les Sturdier and Does 
T hei r  Frac t u re -T h reshold 
Suffice to Break the Human 
S k u l l ? ”,  “ D o e s  K n u c k le 
Cracking Lead to Arthritis of 
the Fingers?”, “The Role of 
Auditory Cues in Modulating 
the Perceived Crispness and 
Staleness of Potato Chips,” 
“The Role of Armadillos in the 
Movement of Archaeological 
Materials: An Experimental 
Approach,” “The Def inite 
Article: Acknowledging ‘The’ 
in Index Entries,” “Ultrasonic 
Velocity in Cheddar Cheese as 
Affected by Temperature,” “The 
Significance of Mr. Richard 
Buckley’s Exploding Trousers: 
Ref lections on an Aspect of 
Technological Change in New 

Zealand Dairy-Farming between 
the World Wars,” “The Effect 
of Country Music on Suicide,” 
“An Analysis of the Forces 
Required to Drag Sheep over 
Various Surfaces,” “Chickens 
Prefer Beautiful Humans,” “An 
Ecological Study of Glee in Small 
Groups of Preschool Children” 
and “Farting as a Defence Against 
Unspeakable Dread.” 

2013 Ig Nobel prizes awarded for absurd research

Grand River cleanup raises pollution awareness

Feynman recounted another good one upperclassmen 
would use on freshmen physics students: When you look 
at words in a mirror, how come they’re reversed left to 
right but not top to bottom? What’s special about the 
horizontal axis?

XKCD COURTESY RANDALL MUNROE

Volunteers wrestle a boat out of the Grand River on Saturday.

The Ig Nobel award ceremony attracts an eclectic crowd at Harvard University.
PHOTO BY JEFF DLOUHY

PHOTO COURTESY WMEAC
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BY MAXWELL HOWARD
Features Editor

Art 
September 18 - October 6, 2013

WHAT IS IT?

HOW DO I VOTE?

WHERE DO I START?

ArtPrize is an annual art 
competition that takes 
place in downtown Grand 
Rapids. The public votes 
for their favorite entries 
and the winner receives 

a prize of $200,000.

PrizeTHE
FIFTH
ANNUAL

Buck Fridays is hosting an 
A r tP r i ze  s c avenger  hunt  to  
celebrate the beginning of this year’s  
competition. The hunt will be scored 
through a smartphone app you can 
download for free. The evening 
will be wrapped up with a concert  
featuring Breathe Owl Breathe and 
The Soil and the Sun at Ladies Literary 
Club at 10 p.m. For more details, visit  

buckfridays.com.

HOW IS CALVIN INVOLVED?
Numerous Calvin alumni 

have pieces of art in this year’s  
competition. Additionally, 
Calvin’s (106) Gallery has 
work from 10 different ArtPrize  

participants on display.

The first step in voting for 
your favorite pieces at ArtPrize 
is creating an account on 
their website (artprize.org). 
Then you can check in at any 
voting site or at the ArtPrize 
HUB downtown (41 Sheldon 
Blvd. SE). After that, you can 
cast your votes online, via 
text message or through their 

mobile app.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF RACHEL KRAMER
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This team is on a journey and is going great places.

Brian Diemer,  “Calvin women win” 

BY ANDRE OTTE
Guest Writer

The men’s and women’s 
cross country teams got their 
first true test of the season this 
past weekend at their home 
invitational. Twenty-seven 
teams arrived early Saturday 
morning on a day that offered 
a refreshing break 
from the midweek 
heat.

T h e  w o m e n 
k i c k e d  o f f  t h e 
morning by plac-
ing first, putting 
four runners in the 
top 10 overall and 
seven in the top 
20. The individual 
title went to fresh-
man Cassie Vince, 
who has been the 
top finisher for the 
Knights in both 
of their races so 
far this year. Vince 
pulled away from 
the rest of the field 
w i t h  a  t i me of 
17:40.2, 13 seconds 
in front of the sec-
ond place finisher. 

Senior Nicole 
Michmerhuizen 
ran 18:08.2, taking  
fifth place. Seniors 
Alyssa Oram and 
Rebekah Folkema 
and juniors Kimby Penning, 
Sarah Danner and Lizzie 
Vanette rounded out Calvin’s 
top seven finishers, with 6 run-
ners under 18:40.  

“I’m really excited about the 
prospects that we have this year. 
An experienced front runner in 
Nicole, a very talented freshman 
in Cassie and a chase pack that is 
extremely mature and desires to 
work together to finish off races 
and the season,” said coach Brian 
Diemer after the race. “This team 
is on a journey and is going great 
places.”

Vince was named the NCAA 
Division 3 Runner of the Week 
for her performance.

The men came into Saturday’s 
race with a lot of quest ions 

needing to be answered. Losing 
six of last year’s top seven and 
bringing in many talented fresh-
men, it was uncertain how the 
young team would handle this 
first challenge.  Despite the un-
certainty, the team took a good 
first step, finishing third behind 
St. Francis (Ill.) and Aquinas.

Fr e s h m a n  Z a c  Now ic k i 
lead the way with his seventh 

place finish in a time of 
25:15.3. Following him 
was a pack made up of 
juniors Josh Ferguson 
and Jacob Kuyvenhoven, 
seniors Philip Spitzer and 
Sam Kerk, and fresh-
men Jonathan Schaap 
and Nate Vanhaitsma, 
separated by a mere 12 
seconds.

When asked how he 
thought the team per-
formed, Diemer said, 
“They showed a lot of 
promise, a lot of excite-
ment. You have to be pa-
tient with a young team 
with so much energy. 
We have come togeth-
er,  but a lot of work 
still needs to be done to 
b l e n d  t h i s  t e a m . 
Development is going to 
be key.”

Next for the Knights is 
Sept. 28 when they travel 
to Adrian College for the 
MIAA Jamboree. Both 
sides are looking strong 

early and will be favorites in the 
c o n f e r e n c e .  W h e n  a s k e d 
about the rest of the season, 
Diemer said, “It’s going to be a 
fun year.”

BY BRIAN EXNER
Staff Writer

The Calvin women's volley-
ball team headed east this week 
as they took on Trine and took 
part in the Wittenburg Fall 
Classic. The team continued 
to impress as they won all five 
games in three sets.

The first game of the week 
against Trine saw the Knights 
improve their regular season 
winning streak against MIAA 
opponents to 42 games, taking 
the game 25-18, 
25 -11, 25 -18. 
Laura Danhoff 
led the team in 
kills with eight 
and three other 
p l aye r s  s up -
plied five kills 
apiece. Megan 
Rietema con-
tinued to be a 
leader as she 
supplied seven 
k i l l s  a nd  2 0 
assis ts. El ise 
Biesboer pro-
v i d e d  s o l i d 
service as she 
ended the game 
with three aces.

T he lad ies 
then headed to 
the Wittenburg 
Fa l l  C lass ic, 
f i r s t  s q u a r -
ing off against 
Washington 
University in St. 
Louis, a team ranked No. 6 in 
the nation. The first two sets 
were not easy as the two pow-
erhouses traded blows with 
each other. The Knights pre-
vailed, however, winning both 
sets by a score of 25-17. In the 
third set, Calvin faced a little 
more adversity. Washington-
St. Louis was within one point 
of breaking the Knights’ streak 

of consecutive sets won when 
back-to-back kills by Rietema and 
Maggie Kamp helped the Knights 
find a way to tie the game and 
then take the lead. 

The game ended with excellent 
service by Kristi Zietse. The third 
set finished 26-24, the first time 
this season that the Knights have 
had to score more than 25 to win 
a set. Kamp finished the game 
with 16 kills and Ellie Diepersloot 
followed with eight.

Game two of the Fall Classic 
against Heidelberg went a bit 
more smoothly for the team, as 

they went on early runs (7-2 and 
6-2) in the first two sets, winning 
the sets 25-17 and 25-13. The third 
set again involved some sloppy 
play near the beginning, but af-
ter battling for their first seven 
points, the Knights came back to 
take an 11-7 lead, eventually win-
ning by a score of 25-19. Kamp 
f inished with 12 kills; Emily 
Crowe had 11. Rietema again led 

the Knights with her 35 assists.
On Saturday, the Knights 

started the second half of their 
four games by facing Mount St. 
Joseph.  The games were won 
by scores of 25-11, 25-16 and 
25-17. Kamp provided 11 kills, 
Diepersloot followed with seven 
and three other players each had 
five. Rietema provided 31 assists 
and nine digs, while Zietse held 
her own in the back with eight 
digs.

The final game of the weekend 
saw the Knights face another top 
ten team in No. 8 Otterbein. This 

game was a de-
fensive showcase 
as Calvin com-
piled 50 digs and 
Otterbein had 48 
of their own.

T he K n ig ht s 
were able to find 
the f loor in the 
end,  again win-
ning in three sets, 
25-12, 25-19 and 
25-22. Zietse and 
B i e s b o e r  k e p t 
things together on 
the defensive end 
for the team, re-
cording 13 and 10 
digs respectively. 
Offensively, the 
Knights contin-
ued to showcase 
t he i r  ba la nced 
attack, as Kamp 
and Rietema were 
able to create 11 

and 10 kills respec-
t ive ly.  Da n hof f 

and Diepersloot followed with 
eight apiece.

The next game for the Knights 
is the Knight of Nets game on 
September 17th against Hope, 
who is now ranked #2 in the 
nation by the polls released by 
the NCAA on Tuesday.  This 
makes the game a showdown be-
tween the two top-ranked teams 
in the nation.

BY SYDNEY CHIPMAN
Staff Writer

The Calvin men’s soccer team 
dispatched rival Hope College 
Tuesday afternoon at their home 
field, taking the 5-1 victory and 
their first win of the season.

“Calvin vs. Hope games are 
always exciting games to be a part 
of,” said senior Samuel Hanover. 
“This game is always in the back 
of our heads. We 
played our type of 
soccer today and 
things started to 
click. We still have 
a ways to go to be 
where we want to 
be, but we took a 
big step in the right 
direction.”

In their MIAA 
season opener, the 
Flying Dutchmen 
came to the field 
ranked No. 8 in 
the nation.Calvin 
had a record of 0-3.  
“It was a very cru-
cial game,” said 
sophomore Chi 
Soo Park.  “We 
had tough results 
from past two tournaments, so 
getting a big win today against 
our rivals was a huge moment 
for us.”

More than 1000 fans showed 
up to watch the game.

About 15 minutes in,  Hope was 
able to break down the Knights’ 
defense and score the first goal of 
the game.  However, the Knights 
were quick to answer back. Just 
over a minute later, junior Travis 
Vegter blasted in an unassisted 
goal to tie up the game.  “Travis’ 
goal was a highlight because it 
tied the game and was an absolute 
rocket,” said Hanover.

That wasn’t it for Calvin in 
the first half. 29:15 into it, senior 
Zach Willis scored from 25 yards 

off an assist from sophomore 
Taylor Pruis.  “Zach Willis’ goal 
was his first ever against Hope, 
and also means he has scored 
against every team in the MIAA 
in his career,” Pruis explained.  
“The Hope game is always the 
biggest of the year so it was awe-
some for him to come through.”

Calvin came back from the 
half just as strong, with fresh-
man Stephen Hooker scoring 
his first collegiate goal on an as-

sist from Pruis, 
who had two 
assists for the 
night and also 
scored Calvin’s 
last two goals in 
the second half  
to put them at 
their 5-1 f inal 
w i t h  a s s i s t s 
from Willis and 
sophomore Jon 
Filippini.

For Calvin, 
this game was 
not only a great 
s tar t to thei r 
MIAA season, 
but a way to 
help fight ma-
laria in Africa.

“The fund-
raiser before the game is a pro-
gram called Knight of Nets,” 
explained Honeycutt. “For each 
T-shirt purchased, $6 went to buy 
a bed net for families in Africa 
to prevent malaria that strikes a 
majority of that region.”

For the Calvin men, Tuesday’s 
game was not only about the 
rivalry, but helping those in need 
any way they could.

“It is such an honor to be part 
of something much greater than 
ourselves,” said Honeycutt.  Park 
agreed, adding, “To support this 
fundraising with soccer is really 
honoring.”

The team returns to action 
Friday, Sept. 20 when it travels 
to Bluffton.

Soccer stuns Hope

Calvin women win Knight Invite

Cassie Vince claimed the individual title for Calvin.

Taylor Pruis scored 2 goals.

Volleyball remains undefeated

Maggie Kamp led the Knights in kills for the tournament.

BY JESS KOSTER
Sports Co-Editor

T he Ca lv in men’s  gol f 
team won the second MIAA 
Jamboree of the year at Adrian 
College’s Lenawee Country 
Club. In last Friday’s com-

petition, the men won with 
a score of 298. Adrian f in-
ished three strokes behind 
Calvin. This result moves the 
Knights into second place 
in the MIAA, placing them 
o n ly  o ne  s t r oke  b eh i nd 
 leader Adrian.

The Knights had an extremely 
strong team performance, with 
nearly every team member shoot-
ing a season best. They were led by 
senior Jake Hoogstrate, who shot a 
73 and finished in fifth place indi-
vidually. Junior James Van Noord 
and sophomore Justin Crow had 
rounds of 74. Senior Mark Allen 

finished out the team with a score of 
77. David Smith of Kalamazoo was 
the individual champion with a 70.

T he  K n i g h t s  w i l l  lo ok  to 
cont i nue t he i r  recent  r un of 
strong play at the third MIAA 
Jamboree on Sept. 18 at Olivet 
College’s Bedford Valley CC.

Golf wins Jamboree

Jake Hoogstrate had a career day to lead the Knights.
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c a m p u s  s a f e t y  r e p o rt
9/11/13
Campus Safety took a report of the larceny of a bicycle from the 
bike rack outside of Rooks VanDellen Residence Hall. The bike 
was a green and silver Schwinn Ranger. The bike had been locked 
up prior to being stolen. The bike was registered with 
Campus Safety. The victim was encouraged to also report the bike 
being stolen to the GRPD.

9/13/13
A Campus Safety officer was approached by a individual who said 
they parked an unlocked Origin 8 Cutler bicycle outside of 
Zeta Lambda and went inside to visit some friends. When the indi-
vidual came back out the bike was gone. Video surveillance 
showed an unknown male walked up the bike and rode off on it. The 
bike was a rental bike belonging to Calvin College. 
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”Jonathan Hielkema, “MGMT album”

Now the duo has released a self-titled album that delves even 
further into tangled psychedelia.

to map the block mechanic onto 
the same button as light attacks. 
The only way to perform a block 
is to press the light attack button 
while simultaneously pointing 
the left stick toward the oppo-
nent you are attempting to block. 
The way this block mechanic 
was designed makes the combat 
system extremely exploitable. 
By constantly jamming forward 
on the left stick and frequently 
pressing the light attack button, 
the player essentially becomes 
unhittable while still being able 
to deal damage, as the block will 
only activate if an opponent is 
actually attacking.

The amount of quick time 
events needed to kill enemies 
is another annoyance, as is the 
game’s upgrade system. “Metal 
Gear Rising” allows for the player 
to purchase new combos for them 
to perform, but doesn’t give the 
player any indication of how to 
actually perform the combo they 
just purchased. Additionally, the 
stealth mechanic that is used in 
the game is barely functional, 
seemingly shoehorned into the 
game purely because it’s a “Metal 
Gear” title. 

All in all, despite the glaring 
f laws of gameplay, it’s amaz-
ing how much fun there is to 
be had in “Metal Gear Rising.” 
While it may feel easy due to 
the broken blocking mechanic 
and the constant full-heals that 
Zandatsu gives the player, the 
game ends up being so entertain-
ing that it’s easy to forget your 
frustrations when you’re cutting 
an entire helicopter into tiny bits.

the game goes into bullet time. By 
moving the right stick of the con-
troller in any direction, Raiden 
will cut in that same direction. 
If the player manages to hit cer-

tain weak spots, a small 
quick time event will 
f lash. If the player suc-
cessf ul ly completes 
this quick time event, 
Raiden will absorb the 
energy of opposing cy-
borgs and restore him-
self back to full health 
and Zandatsu energy. 

In terms of mak-
ing the player feel that 
Raiden is as awesome as 
he was in the cutscenes 
of “Metal Gear Solid 
4,” the Zandatsu me-
chanic is only the tip 
of the iceberg. Within 
the first minutes of the 
game, Raiden is tasked 
with destroying a rogue 
Metal Gear Ray (a gi-
ant robot, hundreds of 
feet tall). What occurs 
throughout this en-
counter is just as ridicu-
lous, if not more, than 
anything that Raiden 
has done previously. 
Not only does Raiden 

pick up the entire robot and throw 
it, but he jumps onto a series of 
missiles in order to reach the ro-
bot to finish it off. It is sequences 
like this that make players feel 
like the game achieved its purpose 
in that regard.

However, the combat system, 
while fun, has a few issues. For 
starters, the developers decided 

BY JONATHAN HIELKEMA
Staff Writer

Artists that become surprise 
pop music stars tend to provoke 
concerned and eager questions 
from their audiences about their 
longevity. The way the artists deal 
with their newfound commercial 
relevance largely determines 
the narratives critics and audi-
ences tell about them throughout 
their careers. MGMT’s phenom-
enal single “Kids” launched 
them to stardom, especial ly 
in the United Kingdom. Since 
their f irst album, “Oracular 
Spectacular,” Ben Goldwasser 
and Andrew VanWyngarden, 
the two Wesleyan University 
graduates who form the core 
of the band, have shown little 
inclination to try to recapture 
their previous successes. Now 
the duo has released a self-titled 
album that delves even further 
into tangled psychedelia, making 
it both unlikely to attract much 
commercial success, leaving it a 
fascinating outlier in the world 
of crescendo-driven rock music.

“Oracular Spectacular” had 
its share of danceable pop num-
bers and even “Congratulations” 
tended to develop its songs in 
relatively straightforward ways 
— “I Found a Whistle” was basi-
cally a campfire singalong. Now, 
however, MGMT is jettisoning 
progression for metamorphosis. 
The songs rarely, if ever, center 
around big moments or rousing 
choruses. Only one song, a cover 
of Faine Jade’s “Introspection,” 
even has a chorus, with the rest 
of the tracks evolving in a slow 
and intricate fashion, usually ac-
cumulating an incredible amount 
of sonic density along the way.

None of these songs, therefore, 

pack much immediate appeal. 
Their virtues lie in their detail-
ing and their appeal is more like 
the slow unfurling of a mystery 
than a grand revelation. This 

unapologetic lack of pop conven-
tions is complemented by the 
band’s signature sense of irony 
and detachment, both in time 
and space. In the final song, the 
vocals lend some insight into the 
album: “The signs keep chang-
ing on me/Like a shimmering 
bell/Long waves enveloping me/
And my plastic mind/So chewed 
and shrieking all the time/Feels 
it whirling by.” These sounds 
and lyrics evoke a sense of both 
dread and playfulness, the former 
exemplified by the percussive 
“Cool Song No. 2” and the lat-
ter by “Your Life Is a Lie” and 
“Plenty of Girls in the Sea.” By 
no means has MGMT lost their 
sense of humor, and the control 
of mood and meaning here makes 
the album worth listening to even 
after a dispiriting initial listen.
    The band’s instrumental pal-

ette is relatively unchanged 
f rom “Cong rat u lat ions,” 
featuring a similar array of 
organic and synthetic drum 
sounds, savagely distorted 

guitars and creeping 
bass. With his voice 
mostly cloaked in ef-
fects and buried in the 
mix, VanWyngarden 
has no trouble sound-
ing as alienated and 
strange as the extra-
terrestrials from the 
opening song. Unlike 
o ld e r  s o n g s  l i k e 
“Flash Delir ium,” 
these songs can feel 
not only meander-
ing but almost ster-
i le.  The way they 
draw out tension can 
at times strain and 
ir r itate more than 
intrigue, especially 
when the tracks mere-
ly fade out rather than 

offer any kind of clear ending. 
The album’s thornier, more im-
posing surface obscures some 
of its own virtues just by being 
so dense. While it is heartening 
to see the band continuing to 
pursue its psychedelic muse, 
there is undoubtedly a degree 
of listener satisfaction lost or 
at least deferred.

The songs in the album are 
overfull, claustrophobic and at 
times bizarre, but while they 
never entirely cohere they are 
also fun and surprisingly lis-
tenable. This is especially true 
after several listens, when the 
overall purpose and thematic 
thrust of the album becomes 
more apparent. Dealing with 
aging, time, love and loss, 
“MGMT” is a worthy succes-
sor to “Congratulations” and 
in some ways even surpasses it. 
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MGMT’s new album fascinating and bizarre

BY KATYA BRINK
Guest Writer

Rarely in stories does an author 
provide both sides of a historical 
war. In “Boxers” and “Saints,” 
two graphic novels by Gene Luen 
Yang, two characters represent 
opposite factions of the Boxer 
Rebellion, a historical conf lict 
in China which erupted in 1900. 
Four-Girl, a young Chinese girl, 
embodies the Chinese Christians 
who allied with the West and 
Little Bao represents a group of 
rebels known as the Boxers.

In “Boxers,” Yang portrays a 
young peasant boy named Little 
Bao, who is angered by the west-
ern invaders of Chinese land and 
culture. Little Bao’s traditions 
have been trampled on by the 
missionaries and his father has 
been unjustly beaten by foreign 
soldiers. Thus he joins the Boxers 
and fights against the westerners.        

“Boxers” features more action 
sequences and vibrant colors than 
“Saints.” In the Boxer Rebellion, 
the Boxers believed they chan-
neled spirits of the Chinese opera. 
Little Bao transforms into an em-
peror of China and Chinese spirits 
and culture influence him in his 
crusade against the westerners.
   Little Bao’s inner conf lict is 
wonderfully illustrated by his 
opera characters, with his spirit 
pushing Little Bao to commit hei-
nous acts. He may have excellent 
reasons for retaliating against the 
West, but his methods and actions 
show the Boxers’ atrocious means 
for ending western imperialism. 

The other novel, “Saints,” 
shows the character of Four-Girl 
and the positive aspects of western 
influences on China. Emotionally 
abused by her grandfather, Four-
Girl finds solace in Christianity, 
converts to Catholicism and joins 
a Catholic village. As the story 

BY NICK VANZALEN
Guest Writer

As a huge fan of the “Metal 
Gear” ser ies,  “Meta l  Gear 
Rising” was one of my most 
anticipated games for 2013. Even 
with the change of focus from 
stealth gameplay to a more ac-
tion-oriented approach, I couldn’t 
wait to experience another in-
stallment of one of my favorite 
franchises and delve deeper into 
the lore of “Metal Gear.” What I 
got was an outright flawed game 
that somehow ended up being one 
of the most fun and over-the-top 
games I’ve ever played.

Created by PlatinumGames 
Inc., “Metal Gear Rising” is 
a hack-and-slash style game, 
which is a change from the usual 
stealth-focused gameplay. The 
story takes place four years af-
ter the events of “Metal Gear 
Solid 4,” with the player taking 
over the role of the cyborg ninja, 
Raiden, who was the protagonist 
in “Metal Gear Solid 2” and a 
major supporting character in 
“Metal Gear Solid 4.” The story 
begins with Raiden on a mission 
to protect the president of an un-
named country when the mem-
bers of a militant group known as 
Desperado kidnap the president. 
In his efforts to stop Desperado, 
Raiden uncovers their plans, 
which include starting a war by 
killing numerous world leaders 
and creating an army of cyber-
netic child soldiers. The story 
doesn’t delve further into the se-
ries’ lore beyond the technological 

advancements already in “Metal 
Gear Solid 4,” which makes the 
story more accessible to those 
who may not be familiar with 
the rather complicated story of 

“Metal Gear.”
One of the challenges faced by 

the designers at PlatinumGames 
in creating “Metal Gear Rising” 
was to give players the satisfac-
tion of feeling like they were 
actually controlling Raiden as a 
ninja, the way he appeared in the 
cutscenes of “Metal Gear Solid 
4.” So, does the game succeed in 

this regard? I’d have say that it 
absolutely does.

The combos in this game uti-
lize light and heavy attacks in 
order to take out opponents. 

The weapon for heavy attacks 
is changeable, starting with the 
default sword at the beginning of 
the game, with Raiden gaining 
the weapons of bosses he defeats 
as optional replacements. 

Another ability within Raiden’s 
arsenal is the Zandatsu mechanic. 
When enabling Zandatsu, Raiden 
is frozen in place while the rest of 

progresses, the village will endure 
the attack of the Boxers.

In contrast to the many fights 
in “Boxers,” “Saints” ref lects 
more on Four-Girl’s conversion to 
Christianity and her inner strife. 
Yang utilizes a black and white 
color scheme for “Saints,” but 
switches to yellow images in the 
depiction of Four-Girl’s visions of 
Joan of Arc. Through Joan, Yang 
highlights Four-Girl’s develop-
ment in her Christian beliefs.

Four-Girl has an admirable 
faith in the midst of her struggles 
in the rebellion and other Chinese 
Christian characters are also 
shown to find comfort in their 
faith. Thus, “Saints” portrays the 
positive influence of Christianity 
in the life of some Chinese people.

St i l l , one can understand 
the Boxers’ negative reaction 
to Christianity and their asso-
ciation of Western religion with 
the depiction of the Catholic 
priest, whose judgmental at-
titude towards Chinese culture 
and religion contributes to Little 
Bao’s dislike of western imperial-
ism. In contrast, “Saints” shows 
Christians in neither a positive 
nor a negative light, but takes a 
neutral stance.

Both “Boxers” and “Saints” 
can be read and purchased sepa-
rately. Since the books parallel and 
complement each other so well, 
one should read both graphic nov-
els. “Boxers” and “Saints” show 
the admirable traits and faults 
of both sides of the rebellion.
    Neither graphic novel con-
demns or pardons either side 
for the triggering of the Boxer 
Rebellion. By showing the ex-
perience of both Four-Girl and 
Little Bao, Yang finds a rare bal-
ance between sides in a rebellion 
where, in Christian circles, the 
Boxers are often perceived as the 
bad guys and the Christian mis-
sionaries as angelic saints.
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Graphic novels illustrate China
Self-titled release deals with themes of aging, love and loss

Flawed “Metal Gear Rising” still fantastic fun
Follow-up to “Metal Gear Solid” series takes an action-oriented approach to its gameplay
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I think an hour of prayer a day is possible for anyone. The 
kingdom of God is advanced through prayer. 

Jared Votaw,  “Equip your prayer life”

BY NATHAN GROENEWOLD
Religion Co-editor

Jared Votaw, resident director 
(RD) at Boer-Bennink, held his 
first prayer session of the semes-
ter Tuesday night, a program he 
began to equip the prayer lives of 
Calvin students.

Twenty-two students attended 
the event, scheduled to meet 
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. in the Bennink 
basement. Votaw taught on John 
15, explaining what it means to 
abide prayerfully in Christ. He 
also led students in developing 
a plan to carefully cultivate their 
prayer lives. During the session, 
students had the opportunity to 
pray with and for each other, in 
order to practice what they were 
taught.  

Votaw, who has been an RD 
in Boer-Bennink for three years, 
first implemented his idea for 
a time of prayer and 
teaching in the spring 
semester of 2012. In past 
prayer sessions, Votaw 
has taught on praying 
through confession, 
fasting and forgiveness 
and students have gone 
on prayer walks and 
have prayed for spiritual 
healing.

S e n i o r  K e n d r a 
Kosirog, who attended 
most of the prayer ses-
sions last year, talked 
about why she began 
attending.

“Every night is some-
thing interesting, rarely 
talked about in church,” 
said Kosirog. 

Votaw stressed the 
central vision he had for the 
program.

“My first and foremost rea-
son for doing this is to grow an 
intimate desire for Christ in stu-
dents,” Votaw said. “I think that’s 
my heart.”

Votaw also hopes that students 
will be more effectively equipped 
to see God’s kingdom, to see 
when God “nudges them to reach 
out to someone” or to pray for a 
specific person. He also said part 
of seeing the kingdom of God is 
recognizing answered prayers.

Votaw stressed the need for 

students to develop intimacy 
with God.

“A lot [of students] generally 
don’t spend time with God or 
cultivate a relationship with 
him,” Votaw said. “And after 
all, prayer is simply talking with 
God.” The evenings of teaching 
and prayer help students begin 
to see the presence of God that 
is “made known when we start 
looking for it.”

But Votaw said that seeing 
the presence of God is only the 
byproduct of growing closer to 
Christ, the main focus of the 
meetings.

“We come to dig into the 
Bible,” Kosirog said.

She praised Votaw for his dedi-
cation to the teachings.

“He spends a lot of time in 
prayer before each meeting,” 
Kosirog said. “Jared is a man of 
integrity.”

Votaw makes sure that ev-

ery voice at the prayer session 
matters. He welcomes different 
opinions at each meeting, in or-
der to try to make the sessions a 
“spiritually safe place.”

“Any student can come, stay, 
leave or simply observe,” Votaw 
said.

Each session Votaw teaches 
for a half hour and then has the 
students break into small groups 
to apply the teaching through 
prayer.

Students say they have wit-
nessed emotional and spiritual 
healing at the sessions.

Sophomore Maleah Walters 
said last year her shoulder was 
miraculously healed during 
one of the prayer sessions. 
On that night Votaw taught 
about healing prayer and after  
the teaching, Walters reluc-
tantly allowed two students  
to pray over her injured shoul-
der.

“As they prayed the muscles 
in my shoulder felt like they 
went from warm to cold and 
warm to cold — it was a sen-
sation unlike I’ve ever felt 
before,” Walters said.

After the prayer, she found 
she could move her arm in any 
direction without pain, impos-
sible before.

“God had used these guys 
to minister to me and demon-
strate his power. How cool is 
that?” Walters said.

Votaw said many students 
are surprised by the ways they 

begin to encounter God. He 
said some students find it hard 
to believe prayer can be enjoy-
able or is a practice that can be 
cultivated.

“I think an hour of prayer 
a day is possible for anyone,” 
Votaw said. “The kingdom 
of God is advanced through 
prayer. We see how the New 
Testament becomes a normal 
part of our lives.” 

T h e  g r o u p  w i l l  m e e t 
Tuesday, Sept. 24 at 8 p.m. 
Votaw will be teaching on what 
it means to wait on God.

CARISSA VANHAITSMA
Guest Writer

This past Sunday, Encounter 
Church held the grand opening 
service for its new building, lo-
cated at the intersection of 44th 
and Kalamazoo.

Dirk VanEyk, lead pastor at 
Encounter, planted the church in 
October 2010. It has since grown 
to over 300 regular worshippers, 
including 60 to 100 college stu-
dents each week.

Two years ago, VanEyk and 

Brian VanSoelen, pastor of wor-
ship and community life, found 
an old fitness center for sale near 
where the church usually met. 
The Encounter leadership team 
decided to buy the fitness center 
and renovate it to use as a church 
space. 

Along with worship and week-

ly programming, the new facility 
will be used for community out-
reach, so Encounter leaders chose 
to keep the racquetball court from 
the old fitness center. 

Until recently, Encounter’s 
cong regat ion worsh iped at 

Endeavor Elementary School. 
Because Encounter only had 
a week-to-week contract with 
Endeavor, the location of the ser-
vices was always at risk of change. 

VanEyk and VanSoelen started 
Encounter Church along with 
other groups f rom dif ferent 
churches who, according to Van 
Eyk, “wanted to do things dif-
ferently.”

W hen Encounter began, 
around 30 people worshiped 
in Endeavor’s cafeter ia. As 
Encounter expanded, VanEyk 
felt that the church needed a big-
ger and more permanent space. 

Van Eyk wanted to attract 
people who were not necessarily 
churchgoers. “We started [the 
church] … to reach people that 
weren’t like us at all.” VanEyk 
said.

Encounter Church’s mission is 
to “make disciples,” according to 

VanEyk. VanEyk and VanSoelen 
wanted to reach people who 
“were un-churched or under-
churched.” VanEyk reflected on 
who began attending the church.

“It turned out to be a lot of 
de-churched people … quite 
a few people who quit in col-
lege,” VanEyk said. “The people 

BY RUTHY BERENDS
Guest Writer

Author and speaker Anne Marie 
Miller spoke directly and honestly 
about overcoming sexual immoral-
ity and porn addiction in her lecture 
“Speaking Freely about Sex, Shame 
and Grace” at the Chapel Tuesday 
evening.

Seeking to overcome the “awk-
ward and uncomfortable battle” for 
sexual purity, Miller spoke from 
her own personal experience with 
sexual abuse and porn addiction, 
using Biblical text to drive her point 
home. 

“It is in our nature to hide when 
something goes wrong. But when 
you read the Bible you begin to see 
a pattern of God’s faithfulness, that 
God wants us to open up and be 
vulnerable with him,” Miller said.

Miller’s lecture, cosponsored by 
the sexual assault prevention team 
(SAPT) and campus ministries, 
was the first of this year’s Sexuality 
Series.

“We try and address porn ev-
ery year in conjunction with the 
SAPT that’s cosponsoring [Miller’s] 
talk because porn, sexual assault 
and rape culture all go together,” 
Sexuality Series Director Julia 
Smith said. 

“We have to educate ourselves 
and hear people’s stories and try and 
live differently. Try and push back 
against these forces in culture that 
try to objectify women — and men. 
It goes both ways,” she said.

Miller, the daughter of a Southern 
Baptist pastor, shared how she suf-
fered sexual abuse from a youth pas-
tor after moving to Dallas at age 16. 

Amid such abuse, her lack of 
knowledge about sex only led to 
more questions.

“Sex was a taboo topic in my 
house,” Miller said, “so I turned 
innocently to the Internet to figure 
out what was happening.”

Yet a f ter t yping “sex” into 
the search bar online, simple bi-
ology and basic definitions was  
not what she found; and the more 
she found, the more she searched.

“I began to regularly look at 
porn,” Miller said. “I found I could 
project myself into the pictures of 
these beautiful women, filling my 
loneliness by living through them.”

Miller’s curiosity led to a secret 
addiction that would last for the 
next five years. Eventually, however, 

Turn shame to grace
a friend dismantled Miller’s 
shame when she confessed 
her own similar struggles with 
porn addiction. 

Such vulnerability encour-
aged Miller to share her own 
story, and set her on the road 
to recovery.

“Something tangible and 
palpable in my chest hap-
pened that night,” Miller said. 
“When you confess to another 
the way it talks about in James 
5:16, the healing that happens 
means a spiritual heaviness is 
removed.”

 After confessing her hidden 
hurt and addiction, Miller and 
her friend entered into a rela-
tionship of prayer and account-
ability, “allowing God to enter 
into that community to bring 
about change and healing.

“Confession is the begin-
ning of transformation,” Miller 
said.

And confession has led 
Miller to where she is today 
— traveling, sharing her story 
and encouraging people, par-
ticularly young adults, to talk 
openly about sex, shame and 
the hope that exists because of 
God’s grace. 

Junior Jeremy Smith, who 
has heard Miller speak three 
times, expressed how her lec-
tures open the door for honest 
communication. 

“I feel free to be human, and 
I can be honest and love God 
with my struggles,” he said 
after Tuesday’s talk. “She cov-
ers some really difficult topics  
in a way that is very graceful 
and honoring to God … in a 
way that shows our human-
ness.”

Julia Smith also expressed 
her thoughts on the possible 
impact of Miller’s work.

“There are not many women 
that will speak publicly about 
porn addiction,” Smith said. 
“And now that whole story 
of pain and abuse that she 
went through is being used for 
good.”

S e n io r  K a nd i n  Un ge r 
echoed Smith’s thoughts.

“For the large majority of 
women who probably feel 
pretty alone in issues like this, 
it’s pretty incredible to hear 
someone speak so vulnerably 
about it.”

Encounter Church moves to permanent building

‘Equip your prayer life’ begins
Tuesday night prayer group kicks off its fourth semester

Encounter is now meeting in new location at 44th and Kalamazoo. 

Jared Votaw teaches students to abide in Christ through prayer.
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who came [to Encounter] were 
very similar to myself and Bryan 
[VanSoelen] … They were almost 
all young families or people who 
would be having kids soon, most-
ly people in their 20s and 30s.”

The area Encounter serves has 
a large population of young fami-
lies and not enough churches, 
VanEyk said.

VanEyk sa id that he and 
VanSoelen found the best way to 
keep people from leaving church 
is to reach them when they are in 
college. The church planting team 
made a conscious effort to reach 
out to specific campuses, includ-
ing Grand Valley and Calvin. 
The number of college students 
attending Encounter Church 
fluctuates from 60 to 100.

Van Eyk also emphasized 
Encounter’s goal to train young 
leaders.

“Encounter is a place to cul-
tivate leaders. It is place to train 
people who will be leading in 
churches in the future and al-
lowing them to lead now,” Van 
Eyk said.

Shane Brandsen, junior at 
Calvin and an resident assistent in 
Beets-Veenstra, is one of the lead-
ers being cultivated at Encounter. 

Brandsen assists in worship al-
most every week, playing guitar 
and singing.

B r a n d s e n  h e a r d  a b o u t 
Encounte r  f rom h i s  s i s te r,  
who knew Pastor VanSoelen.  
Both Brandsen’s s i s te r and 
VanSoelen encouraged Brandsen 
to get involved. As a result, 
Brandsen has been participating 
in Encounter’s worship since the 
church began.

“Shane is an awesome guy,” 
VanEyk said. “He is one of the 
leaders who has grown along with 
the church.”

Brandsen enjoys connecting 
with other college students at 
Encounter and also appreciates 
the opportunity to lead worship.

Brandsen says that Encounter 
encourages its college students 
to become more involved beyond 
just attending church on Sundays.

“We are not treated as college 
students that have nothing to of-
fer,” Brandsen said. “Pastors Dirk 
and Bryan encourage us to find a 
way to get involved.”

“Encounter is a place to not 
only receive a gift from God, but 
a place to give back and become 
a part of the church,” Brandsen 
said.
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We have the capacity to resist, to question and to go 

further than what appears acceptable.
Jonathan Hielkema, “Calvin’s culture of safety”

From the
  Editor
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BY JOHN HIELKEMA
Staff Writer

Ever y year, it  seems, the 
Princeton Review’s ranking of 
Calvin College as one of the 
most LGBT-unfriendly cam-
puses in the United States raises 
protestations from Sexuality 
and Gender Awareness (SAGA) 
leadership and the administra-
tion. This publication dutifully 
reports on such matters, and for 
the last two years has used the 
same photograph of smiling and 
colorfully dressed students as the 
header photo for the articles. Of 
course a college that is officially 
inhospitable to sexuality in gen-
eral and tied to a church with 
a restrictive position on LGBT 
sexual expression is going to rank 
poorly compared to institutions 
free of those constraints. This is, 
however, not a piece about the 
college’s college rankings, but 
rather the nature of their state-
ments, which reveals how the 
mantra of “safety” has become 
ingrained into the college culture.

SAGA’s leadership issued a 
statement noting that “we are 
very proud of … the consistent 
support that Calvin’s administra-
tion has shown in the pursuit of a 
safer campus for all.” Julia Smith, 
the director of the Sexuality 
Series, also noted that safety was 
the primary concern: “We fully 
recognize that Calvin needs to 
become a more hospitable cam-
pus for minorities of all kinds.” 
Furthermore, Smith noted that 
the opportunity to have Wesley 
Hill and Justin Lee on campus 
was a positive development be-
cause both of them resist “polariz-
ing” rhetoric. I feel fairly assured 
in thinking that the primary goal 
of the administration, at least on 
this issue, is focused around mak-
ing the campus safer.

At one level, of course, every-
one on Calvin College’s campus 
needs to have basic personal 
security. Making the campus a 
safer place for LGBT students 
would certainly be the first step 
to improving the quality of life 
here and allow those students to 
acquire a more assertive and ac-
tive voice on campus. Closely tied 
to this rhetoric of safety, however, 

is the consistent message from 
Calvin that it is a moderate place 
that seeks to avoid extremes. You 
see this latter message appear 
everywhere, from Smith’s posi-
tive appraisal of Hill and Lee to 
the SAO’s mission to develop a 
“third way” between separatism 
and accommodation in cultural 
studies. At Calvin, the middle is 
the privileged position: civility, 
moderation, discernment and 
safety are high priorities on cam-
pus. Even the official Christian 
Reformed position on same-sex 
relationships is characterized 
in official material as a moder-
ate position, despite its contin-
ued prohibition of all sexual 
activity between two people of 
the same sex.

The college finds it advanta-
geous to characterize itself as 
seeking reasonable, moderate 
positions because of its strange 
and often paradoxical position as 
an institution. Because it wants 
to be taken seriously as a place 
of learning, it permits profes-
sors and students to embody a 
much wider range of views and 
behavior than an institution 
like Liberty University. On the 
other hand, it is still ultimately 
beholden to the policies of the 
conservative Christian Reformed 
Church (CRC). 

This places the administration 
in an unenviable position, having 
to balance between the liberality 
of liberal arts education and the 
unencumbered pursuit of knowl-
edge and the entrenched political-
religious interests of a church 
whose members often champion 
Christian education as a means 
of sheltering their children from 
the world. Calvin, therefore, 
embodies the tip or surface of an 
evangelical, Reformed bubble. It 
has to educate us, the students, in 
a credible way so that we will not 
be overwhelmed by the horrors 
of a world that thinks evolution 
is a broadly settled question and 
that nothing is wrong with watch-
ing movies that contain swearing. 

On the other hand, they have 
to push us through this delicate 
membrane slowly, so that all of 
this new learning won’t threaten 
our faith too much. Everything 
has to be carefully manicured 
and padded so that the bubble 

students, whom I character-
ize as coming from the CRC 
but who actually come from 
many conservative denomi-
nations these days, feel com-
fortable and don’t complain 
too much. It helps that, right 
down the interstate in Holland 
we have Hope College, where 
a more radical gay-straight 
alliance has been alienated 
from that institution’s admin-
istration. It serves as a lovely 
warning for what might hap-
pen at Calvin if we rock the 
boat too much. Those who 
question the foundations of 
their faith or even leave the 
church while attending here 
a re  i n  for  an even more 
stressful time.

Every student, I reiterate, 
needs security. Given that 
security, however, we should 
not simply acquiesce to what-
ever the college preaches to us, 
going this far and no further. 
As we find ourselves growing 
more confident in our identi-
ties, we need to poke our heads 
out of the ground and start 
asking questions. 

If, like me, you come from 
a church bubble, start poking 
and prodding it. Ask whether 
the college’s “moderate” posi-
tions are really so moderate 
and whether moderation is 
truly the best position to take 
on a given issue. Work hard 
and excel in your classes, but 
don’t forget to interrogate the 
professor’s assignments, to 
challenge them even as they 
challenge you. Take the her-
alds of the incarnation seri-
ously when they say, “Be not 
afraid.” Remember the world 
is often a more beautiful and 
fulfilling place when looked at
 from the margins.

What we need to do as stu-
dents is recognize that we 
have the capacity to resist, 
to question and to go further 
than what appears acceptable. 
I hope that, as this new school 
year continues, we will kick the 
walls out of our padded comfort 
zones and realize that another 
world is possible, even if it will 
require risk and sacrifice to 
bring even a sliver of that world 
to light.

Calvin’s culture of safety

College rankings given too 
much attention

Dear Editor,
Each year I cringe whenev-

er the college rankings are re-
leased (“Calvin jumps in national 

Letter to the Editor

Over my last 18 months of 
being on leadership at Chimes, 
few things have really sur-
prised me. But this week, my 
jaw dropped a little bit and 
my eyebrows went up when I 
learned this: Calvin could have 
a new core in May.

That story is slapped on the 
front page of our paper this 
week for two reasons: first, it’s 
very important, and second, 
the clock is ticking.

Now, if we were to play a 
word association game with 
the word “core” here at Calvin, 

you might think about writing 
a philosophy paper at 1 a.m. 
or waking up early to take that 
physical education class.

And some of us might think 
about core helping us become 
well-rounded people and giving 
our resumes a boost. Most impor-
tantly, I think, core gives us the 
tools to usher in God’s kingdom 
in whichever square inch we find 
ourselves in down the road.

But while we can all agree that 
core is important, the gray areas 
with the change come in the nitty-
gritty: do we still accomplish our 

goals with two physical education 
credits instead of three? Can we 
let students choose between writ-
ing and speech instead of mak-
ing them take both? How about 
philosophy and history? Can we 
integrate cross-cultural engage-
ment core into the rest of the cur-
riculum and still communicate 
the importance of diversity?

I think it’s easy for us to shrug 
our shoulders and play the “we’re 
just students” card in a conversa-
tion like this. After all, to a lot of 
us, core is just a checklist that we 
can’t wait to finish.

And while faculty dominate 
the ideological debate behind 
changing core, we students have 
something critically valuable to 
add to this conversation: we live 
in the nitty-gritty. We live in the 
details. We’re living the checklist.

“Let’s face it,” said the core 
committee’s report. “A core cur-
riculum … is as much about 

practical concerns as principles.”
We students see something 

that faculty cannot — the full pic-
ture from the ground level. And 
while the philosophical debate 
behind the reasons of core might 
be a conversation best suited for 
faculty, the practical debate is not.

So how can we students join 
this conversation?

We can start by talking with 
our profs. Ask them what they 
think of the new core and tell 
them what you think. Find out 
who represents your department 
on faculty senate and tell them 
your thoughts.

We students also have a couple 
formal avenues. We have a stu-
dent representative on the core 
committee, Katie Vogel. She told 
me that she welcomes feedback 
and encourages people to email 
her their thoughts (kla22).

Another avenue is student sen-
ate. I think student senate would 

serve the students well by ini-
tiating an intentional conversa-
tion around core this fall, so 
they can represent the student 
interest well when this comes 
to a vote in faculty senate.

And f inal ly, we here at 
Chimes offer an avenue. It’s 
our job to make sure we have 
this discussion in the open and 
that all voices are represented, 
to make sure you know about 
these plans before it’s too late 
to have your say and to make 
sure you have a platform to say 
what you think. We welcome 
opinion pieces and letters to 
the editor telling us your point 
of view. The new core could be 
in effect as early as next year. 
Let’s not let this opportunity 
to shape future generations of 
Calvin students slip through 
our fingers.

~rjs

liberal arts college rankings,” 
“Princeton Review ranks Calvin 
No. 8 on LGBT-unfriendly list” 
and two additional articles in 
the Sept.  12, 2013 i ssue of 
Chimes).  I  am disappointed 
that Chimes chose to address them 
so extensively.

 When was the last time a 
copy of US News and World 
R e p o r t  a p p e a r e d  i n  yo u r 
mailbox? During six months 
in 2008, publication of their 
print edition went from weekly 
to bi-weekly and later to “about 
once per month. In November 
2010,  the magazine moved 
t o  a n  o n l i ne - o n ly  fo r m a t 
(see http://www.usnews.com/). 
It now pr ints on ly “specia l 

i s s u e s ”  o n  c o l l e g e  r a n k-
ings  and hospita l and per-
sonal f inance guides. Those 
p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  a l o n g  w i t h 
any advertising contained therein 
a nd a t  i t s  webs i te ,  a re  i t s 
primary source of revenue. Clearly 
the annual editions of rankings 
keep them in business and 
have done so for several years.

If, as you report, the Princeton 
Review hasn’t surveyed Calvin 

BY ROSELLE PAZ LANDOY
Guest Writer

This year Miley Cyrus reap-
peared on the music scene with a 
bang. Cyrus used the music video 
for her single “We Can’t Stop” 
to remind everyone, once again, 
that she is no longer the innocent 
girl who once lived the “best of 
both worlds.”

The second big event of Cyrus’ 
return was her controversial 
performance at this year’s MTV 
Video Music Awards alongside 
musical artist Robin Thicke. I 
thought it would be impossible 
for her to top that performance — 
surely there was no way that she 
still had something in her how-
to-completely-shock-everyone 
bag. Unfortunately, I was wrong.

Enter Cyrus’ music video for 
her new song, “Wrecking Ball.”

First off, I would like to start 
by complimenting the song itself. 
Lyrically, it’s a beautiful song that 
a lot of people could relate to. The 
Billboard website even predicts 
that the song is headed towards 
the number one spot for the First 
Hot 100 this coming week.

But enough about the song — 
this is about the video.

The video star ts with the 
vulnerable-looking 20 -year-
old facing the camera as a tear 
rolls down her cheek. Now, that 
doesn’t sound so bad, right? Skip 
a few seconds to the first chorus 
and one will see why there has 
been so much controversy behind 
it: As the video progresses, Cyrus 
is shown licking a sledgehammer 

and sitting and swinging on a 
wrecking ball … naked.

According to “Huff ington 
Post,” Cyrus defends her video 
during a radio interview saying, 
“I think the video is much more, if 
people get past the point that I'm 
naked and you actually look at 
me.” She later adds, “If you look 
in my eyes I look more sad than 
actually my voice sounds on the 
record. It was a lot harder to do 
the video than it was to even re-
cord the song. It was much more 
of an emotional experience.”

So why didn’t she just wear 
clothes while doing the video? 
Perhaps it was to show even more 
vulnerability, but that doesn’t 
explain the senseless making 
out with the sledgehammer. Or 
maybe it’s another way to show 
the world that she is a grown 
woman and can do whatever she 
wants. Either way, I don’t under-
stand why she chose to do a video 
in this way

We may never  k now t he 
actual reason.

The only thing I do know, 
however, is that if I look past the 
nakedness and the sledgehammer 
business, I can really see and hear 
the emotion that is in this song. 
In parts of the video where they 
only show Cyrus’ face, I could 
see the pain of whatever she was 
going through and it almost — 
almost — made me feel sorry for 
her. The message in this song is 
clear — she’s hurt after all she’s 
done for a guy and all he did was, 
well, wreck her.

But do you know what wrecked 
me? This video.

‘Wrecking Ball’ shocking

students since December 2010, 
then none of their rankings 
o f  C a l v i n  a f t e r  2 011  a r e 
credible. Period.

In the future, I’d encour-
a g e  C h i m e s  t o  d e v o t e  f a r 
l e s s  a t t e n t io n  to  C a lv i n’s 
place in the annual col lege 
rankings or, better yet, ignore 
them altogether.

Dennis Holtrop ‘90
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