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BY BRIAN EXNER
Guest Writer

The Calv in women’s vol-
leyball team moved up to the 
top of the AVCA rankings this 
past week overtak-
ing the Tommies of 
St. Thomas who had 
held the top spot after 
winning the title last 
year. 

The Knights re-
mained undefeated 
on t he  sea son a s 
they took to confer-
ence play last week, 
defeat ing A lbion, 
Alma and Olivet over 
the course of four 
days. The Knights 
didn’t lose a single 
se t ,  coming away 
with three-set victo-
ries in each MIAA 
match.

The Knights be-
gan the week with 
a game against Albion, where 
the student supporters came in 
force. The score was close early 
on, but once the Calvin ladies 

scored their ninth point, they 
never looked back.  Eventually 
winning the first set 25-15, the 
team really settled in, winning 
the next two sets with a score of 
25-9. Sophomore Maggie Kamp 
led the way with 12 kills, while 

junior Emily Crowe had nine 
and senior Megan Rietema had 
eight. Rietema also provided 33 
assists, and senior libero Kristi 

Zietse supported from the back 
row, providing 15 digs.

“It definitely sets the tone; 
we have to real ly push our-
se lve s  to  ge t  be t te r  ...  we 
have a ton of fun and we refuse to 
lose,” said Zietse.

Coach Warners thought 
similarly, adding, “We 
have a lot of potential. 
We need to stay intense 
and focused no matter 
who we play.”

Later in the week, 
the Knights took to 
the road and headed to 
Alma.  The team had to 
work more defensively 
against the Scots, com-
piling 72 digs and 14 
blocks in the game.  

Zietse led the team 
in digs with 24 and 
Rietema followed with 
16.  Freshman Laura 
Danhoff and Junior 
Stacey Kamp spent 
good time at the net, col-
lecting 5 and 4 block-assists 

respectively.
 This did not stop the Knights 

from putting on another killer 
display as Maggie Kamp tied a ca-

reer-best 19 kills, while Rietema 
supplied 33 assists.  The Scots 
made it a close match, but the 
Knights pulled it off with victo-
ries of eight, six and nine points 
in the respective sets.

Freshman Laura Danhoff, who 
has played in all of the games so 

far, is finding her teammates to 
be very helpful. “Megan Rietema 
and Stacey Kamp are really help-
ing me adjust and are really en-
couraging,” she said.

The Knights had little time 

to settle down upon return-
ing as they took on the Olivet 
Comets at home the next day. It 
looked like nothing was hold-
ing them back, as they took the 
first set with a commanding 
25-10 victory. 

Olivet batt led to stay in 
the game at the 
beginning of the 
second set, but 
a f te r  an ener-
gized kill from 
Stacey K amp, 
C a l v i n  n e v e r 
l o o k e d  b a c k , 
winning the sec-
ond set 25-11 and 
the third 25-10. 

Maggie Kamp 
c o n t i n u e d  t o 
bring her game, 
f in ishing with 
16 kills; Danhoff 
followed with 9. 
Rietema continu-
ally put her team-

mates in good position as she 
had 31 assists.

The next home game the 
Knights will play is a big one 
against rivals Hope College on 
Sept. 17 at 6:30 p.m.

BY SIERRA SAVELA
Staff Writer

Now, I don’t want to sound 
too harsh, but “The Goldbergs” 
was one of the worst pilots I have 
ever seen. The three words that 
best describe this show are loud, 
obnoxious and, overall, terrible. 

“The Goldbergs” is a brand-
new comedy premier ing on 
ABC this fall; the first episode 
is now available on Hulu. The 
show is shot from the perspec-
t ive of a young boy, Adam 
Goldberg (Sean Giambrone), who 
spends most of his time videotap-
ing his high-energy, crazy family 
living their lives in the 80s. It 
stars Wendi McLendon-Covey 
(“Bridesmaids”), Jeff Garlin 
(“Curb Your Enthusiasm”) and 
George Segal (“Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf?”). These are pret-
ty talented actors. McLendon-
Covey shone in her role as Rita 
in “Bridesmaids,” Garlin has 
been nominated for an Emmy 
and Segal has been nominated 
for an Oscar. It sounds like a 
recipe for success, so what went 
wrong here?

To be honest, this show was 
a shocking disappointment. I 
had done my research before 
sit ting down to watch it and 
found that the series’ producer, 
Adam Goldberg, had actually 
written the show based on his 
childhood. In fact, the pilot’s 
opener contained clips of the 

cast reenacting Goldberg’s home 
videos that were played later in 
the credits. It’s a really cute idea. 
Goldberg must have had a really 
fun family and exciting childhood 
since it was able to be picked 
up by ABC and turned into a 
sitcom. The problem lies in the 
execution.

First off, the ac-
tors need to tone 
it down — a lot. 
All the yelling is 
too much to han-
dle and it’s not the 
good kind of yell-
ing — it’s not any-
thing like Seinfeld. 
In my eyes, over-
act ing is one of 
the main reasons 
this show flopped. 
T he  ac tor s  u se 
big motions and 
obnoxious facial 
ex press ion s,  to 
the point where I 
could have turned off the sound 
and st i l l would have under-
stood every single scene. And 
before you ask if that’s what 
made it f unny, it didn’t. In 
fact, the show wasn’t funny. 
The writing was wit less and 
the story lacked originality: 
a teenager wants a car for his 
birthday and spends the rest of the 
episode fighting with his parents 
when they don’t give him one. 
It’s been done before but I un-
derstand where ABC is coming 
from — “Modern Family” is such 

a popular show right now. It’s the 
wide variety of family dynamics 
that make it so great and it’s a 
good market to tap into. “Modern 
Family” has superb acting and 
fantastic writing, which are two 
things “The Goldbergs” lacks.

Besides the cute home videos at 

the end, there is nothing new or 
groundbreaking that would make 
this show attractive or worth 
watching. But then again, this is 
just the pilot — there is always 
room for improvement as the 
season progresses. Admittedly, 
I don’t see it changing, because 
there is too much to fix with this 
show; I can’t see it surviving the 
first season. If you would like 
to see this show with your own 
eyes, it is available on Hulu and 
will premiere later this month 
on ABC.

Calvin women’s volleyball offi cially top in nation

ABC’s new “The Goldbergs” a fl op

Center hitter Emily Crowe goes for the attack.
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Volleyball passes Tommies to top the rankings.

The cast of the Goldbergs which includes 
Jeff Garlin.
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BY RYAN STRUYK 
Editor in Chief

When Kory Kiefer f i rst 
moved into the dorms at 
Calvin, he and his roommate, 
Eric De Groot, didn’t exactly 
hit it off.

“The first time I made con-
tact with him was a Facebook 
message a month before we 
moved into the dorms,” Kiefer 
said. “I messaged him first and 
he responded back with ‘Yeah 
c u at the dorm.’ I was like, oh 
no, this kid’s not nice.”

But all that would change.
“For the first three months, 

we were not the best of friends, 
but we got along more and 
more and became best friends,” 
Kiefer said.

Kiefer was De Groot’s room-
mate and best friend from that 
day until this August, when De 
Groot, 21, died tragically and 
unexpectedly.

The Calvin community, 
along with De Groot’s family 
from California, will remem-
ber De Groot’s life Wednesday 
at 7 p.m. in the chapel.

And as his friends look back 
at who De Groot was, they 
remember a friend who always 
had a smile on his face.

“There was never a time I 
was with him that he wasn’t 
smiling and laughing — and 
everyone wasn’t smiling,” said 
senior Emily Bruins, one of De 

Groot’s close friends.
Senior Sam Baas, who studied 

engineering and interned with De 
Groot, agreed.

“Whenever he would show up 
to things, it would get way better,” 
he said. “Everybody loved having 
Eric around. He enhanced a good 
time.”

But if there was one thing that 
was more contagious than De 
Groot’s smile, it was his laugh.

“He would tell a story and 
laugh at it before he got the joke 
out,” said senior Aaron Hensen, 
who was going to be De Groot’s 
housemate this fall. “And then 
someone else would come in the 
room, and he’d tell the exact same 
story and laugh at all the same 
spots. He’d always cackle and it 
would fill the room.”

Baas agreed, saying that De 
Groot could get a whole room 
to laugh.

“He had the most distinctive 
laugh,” said Baas. “It was funny 
because he laughed at it and his 
laugh was funny.”

Baas continued to say that one 
of De Groot’s many gifts was an 
ability to look on the bright side.

“He’d always make whatever 
situation lighthearted; he’d find 
the funniness in things,” he said. 
“If we had to do like eight hours 
of engineering homework, we’d 
just laugh about how it would be 
a good story to tell people.”

Hensen highlighted the same

Calvin to remember De Groot

See “De Groot,” page 2
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BY CONNOR STERCHI
Campus News Co-Editor

C a l v i n  I n f o r m a t i o n 
Technology (CIT) is working 
on measures to prevent data 
breaches and raise awareness 
about safe computing practices. 
This past summer, Calvin stu-
dents’ emails were targeted by 
phishing scammers hoping to 
obtain private passphrases, so-
cial security numbers and other 
personal information.

Calvin’s inf lux of phishing 
emails comes in the wake of 
Ferris State University’s security 
breach this past summer. On July 
23, an unauthorized person had 
access to 39,000 records that in-
cluded social security numbers.

Adam Vedra, CIT’s informa-
tion security officer, wants stu-
dents to be aware of these cyber 
threats and ways to prevent them. 
In particular, phishing emails 
are common scams that students 
and staff at Calvin may receive in 
their inboxes.

“I would say phishing is prob-
ably the most common attack 
vector against Calvin, and it has 
really stepped up over the sum-
mer,” Vedra said. “[Phishing] 

is when cyber criminals try to 
get login credentials so they can 
get deeper access into systems 
at Calvin. They’re hoping that 
somebody that has the kind of ac-
cess that they want will fall for it.”

Although the ways and meth-

ods in which phishing scammers 
try to bait potential victims vary, 
there are certain patterns that are 
characteristic of phishing emails.

“It’s usually a link, [but] it can 
be just a regular email,” Vedra 
explained. “All they’re doing is 
asking for information, so they 
do phishing in such a way that 
it seems like a legitimate re-
quest from a person of authority. 
Sometimes they will have a link 
that will forward you somewhere 

that has a form saying you need to 
login, or you need to put in your 
password and information, and 
they supply it that way.”

Phishing scammers often use 
convincing and familiar words 
and images in order to lure people 

to click on a link or 
divulge conf iden-
t ia l  in for mat ion, 
which is why Calvin 
students should be 
on the lookout for 
suspicious emails,  
Vedra said.

“We had a [phish-
ing scam] over the 
summer where they 
forwarded to a page 
that had Calvin logos 
and information on 
it, trying to make it 

convincing,” Vedra said. “They 
start using familiar language that 
we use here on campus, and they 
find that information out just by 
going to our website.”

Vedra emphasized that the 
pr imary thing that students 
shou ld be aware of  i s  t hat 
Calvin will never ask students 
to reveal passphrases or other  
private information.

“That’s the number one thing: 
no one at Calvin will ask you 

for your password,” he said. 
“Your passphrase is private in-
formation that only you should 
know, so you shouldn’t be shar-
ing it with anyone, including 
your friends and parents. And 
nobody at Calvin should be ask-
ing you for that. So that’ll solve 
99 percent of the phishing at-
tempts where they’re trying to get  
your passphrase information.”

When in doubt about an email’s 
leg it imacy, students should  
c o n t a c t  t h e  C a l v i n  h e l p  
desk  for more information,  
Vedra said.

“You can always contact the 
help desk and you can say, ‘I  
got this email; does this seem right; 
does this seem legitimate?’ They’re  
always willing to help you through 
that. So if it seems f ishy just  
leave  i t  a lone  a nd a sk  for  
help, ask questions.”

Another basic preventative 
measure for avoiding phishing 
scams is to check the source of 
the email, Vedra said.

“With phishing, if you look 
at the address bar, it might say 
Calvin IT Help Desk, but if you 
look at the actual address, it’s 
coming from a Gmail account  
or a Yahoo! account. So pay  
attention to the address.”

CIT works to inform students about email scams

LOFT ends 15-year-old ‘Grow in Grace’ tradition
BY MATTHIAS STRUBLE AND 

CONNOR STERCHI
Chimes Staff

For many years, the song 
“My Friends, May You Grow in 
Grace” has ended every Living  
Our Faith Together (LOFT) ser-
vice, but this is about to change 
after Paul Ryan, associate chap-
lain for worship, announced 
on Sunday night that the song 
tradition would be discontinued. 

Ryan noted that the song “isn’t 
our song anymore,” since it has 
now spread across the country, 
and that some students were get-
ting tired of it.

The song has been used for 
closing nearly every LOFT ser-
vice for 15 years and has a deep 
tradition and importance among 
students and the Calvin worship 
teams alike, Ryan said.

As evident from the audi-
ble gasps in the audience when 
Ryan made the announcement, 
some students are disappointed 
that LOFT is getting rid of the  
tradition.

“I think it’s getting rid of an 
element of the community that 
was really beautiful,” said Nicole 
Schmidt, a senior who attends 

LOFT regularly.
“I’m very upset to see it go,” 

said Elena Buis, a LOFT attendee 
and former worship apprentice. “I 
guess if you’re from GRCHS, you 
might hate it, I don’t know. I’m 
cool with a new song, I just want 
the same sentiment to be there.

“What I love so much about it 
is that we would end worship by 
holding hands and singing. The 
best part is when we would lift our 
hands and the piano would drop 
out. This is what Calvin is about. 
We’re singing as a community 
and giving God the glory.”

Senior Katie Vogel, a regular 
attendee of LOFT, is confident 
that campus ministries will make 
the right decisions.

“As a senior I have seen a 
lot of changes through campus 
ministries,” Vogel said. “I have 
every confidence in the campus 
ministries staff and the Holy 
Spirit leading us all through this 
worship process.”

Though the song used to be 
one sung primarily at LOFT, it 
has gained increased popularity 
and is now sung at high schools 
(including Ryan’s own former 
high school), church camps 
and Cornerstone University. 

Consequently, a good deal of 
students were responding to 
“My Friends, May You Grow 
in Grace” in an “Oh, it’s THAT 
song” attitude or, as Ryan puts it, 
“like, that’s so high school.”

This isn’t the first time LOFT 
leadership has tried to switch out 
“My Friends.”

Ron Rienstra, Ryan’s prede-
cessor, decided around 2001 that 
LOFT would try a different song, 
“Marching in the Light of God,” 
at the end of services, instead of 
“My Friends, May You Grow  
in Grace.” 

Rienstra reportedly told stu-
dents to “Go out into the light 
of God’s grace!” However, the 
students stood still, expecting 
the service to end with the tradi-
tional song. One of the students 
in attendance shouted, “play the 
song!” (referring to “My Friends, 
May You Grow in Grace”).

Ryan asserts that the song is 
still really meaningful to him  
and students.

Dispelling rumors that “My 
Fr iends, May You Grow in 
Grace” is a song originally writ-
ten by a Calvin student or alum-
nus, Ryan said that the song was 
written by a composer before 

LOFT began using it. 
However, it was a song that 

Gregg DeMay adapted for LOFT 
usage and first introduced the 
song in a LOFT service. DeMay 
was the worship leader and one 
of two seminary students that 
started LOFT in the 1990s. The 
then-chaplain, Dale Cooper, in-
vited DeMay to bring the song to 
a service in 1997.

Prospects for a replacement 
song to close LOFT services are 
uncertain, and Ryan is unsure if 
there will be just one set song. He 
wants to try out some new songs, 
maybe four or five a month, and is 
considering playing “My Friends, 
May You Grow in Grace” a 
couple of times next semester. 

Some favorite picks to replace 
the traditional son include “In 
This Dry Land,” a Korean hymn 
that Ryan says is “a very beautiful 
and simple song” that he plans 
on playing again this Sunday. 
Another pick is the song that 
was played this past Sunday, “A 
Common Prayer for Ordinary 
Radicals,” while another option 
is a Chinese blessing song. For 
now, Ryan says that he’ll keep 
experimenting and trying out 
new songs.

CIT students often collaborate on projects.
PHOTO COURTESY OFCIT FACEBOOK PAGE

De Groot: friends reflect on life of senior student 
Continued from page 1 

idea with a story about when 
De Groot got sunburned one year 
at the B-93 Birthday Bash.

“He was out in the sun from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and he was just 
roasted as a lobster,” said Hensen. 
“And he never complained. If that 
was me, I’d be complaining, but 
Eric just never complained.”

Another one of Hensen’s favor-
ite memories of De Groot came 
from in the smoker’s pit.

“He would go out to the 
smoker’s pit in this plaid, thick 
wool jacket — over-sized for 
him — and some gym shorts,” 
h e  s a i d .  “ I  w o u l d  c o m e  
back from class and I’d hang out 
with him at the smoker’s pit just 
so I could have his company — 
even in the cold.”

And while his f r iends de-
scribed him as a “goofball,” De 
Groot had a serious side too. As 
an engineering student, class and 

hard work were an important part 
of his life.

“He had his head on straight,” 
said Baas. “He knew there’s a 
time for fun and a time for work. 
He kind of flew by the seat of his 
pants, but he never had his priori-
ties messed up.”

Kiefer said that De Groot al-
ways went out of his way to help 
other people.

“Freshman year I got in a 
car accident, and he came out 
in the blizzard, no problem,” 
he sa id.  “He was the most  
generous person. In the three 
and a half years I knew him, he’d 
never asked for anything from 
me. He was the kid on the seat 
next to me trying to stay awake 
while I was driving through the 
night on spring break,” he said.

Bruins also highlighted De 
Groot’s generous spirit.

“There was never a time when 
I saw him ask for anything from 
anybody, because he was con-

stantly thinking of other people,” 
she said. “If anyone needed their 
truck to move something, he 
would give them his truck.”

And while De Groot’s friends 
ref lect on the memories of his 
life, they also recognize a hole 
left in their lives now that he’s 
passed away.

“I notice he’s gone every single 
day,” said Kiefer. “When I come 
home from school and he’s not 
sitting on the couch, seeing him 
on campus … you just miss every-
thing about him. They say that it 
gets better with time — it’s going 
to take a long time.”

“There’s not a day that’s going 
to go by that we won’t miss him,” 
said Hensen. “It’s great to remem-
ber Eric, but it’s also going to 
take time not to feel that sadness 
and sorrow. He was an amazing 
brother in Christ, an amazing in-
dividual and an amazing friend.”

De Groot’s friends said they 
learned a lot about the impor-

tance of relationships from watch-
ing the way he treated other 
people.

“It didn’t matter what was 
going on in his life, he would be 
quick to ask ‘what are you doing,’ 
‘what’s going on,’ ‘what can I do 
to change your night around,’” 
Hensen said.

Baas and Hensen both said 
that De Groot’s death has caused 
them to think about their own 
attitudes toward others.

“After he was gone, I realize 
how important it is to treat people 
the way he treated them,” said 
Baas. “He was just all-around 
nice to people.”

“Taking time for people I think 
is something everyone should re-
ally cherish,” Hensen said.  “Eric 
definitely knew that. He took 
that to heart. The relationships 
and the time that you spend with 
people mean a lot more than petty 
little things we’re not going to 
remember in a week.”
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BY JACOB KUYVENHOVEN
Sports Co-Editor

According to the 2013-
2014 rankings released by the 
Princeton Review, Calvin’s 
athletic facilities rank 19th in 
the nation, clearly due in large 
part to the state-of-the-art 
Spoelhof Fieldhouse Complex.

Built in 2009, the complex 
boasts some of the best facili-
ties in Division III, as well as 
the nation. The 5,000 seat Van 
Noord arena is clearly among 
the best in the business for 
Divison III basketball and vol-
leyball, and the 80-foot climb-
ing wall, new indoor track 
and tennis center and 18,000 
feet of weight and training 
room space certainly don’t hurt  
the rankings.

Calvin also has access to an 
amazing pool facility: the Venema 
Aquatic Center puts the pools of 
many larger schools to shame 
with its Olympic-sized (50 meter) 
lanes and staggering 850,000 
gallon capacity. The addition of 
this pool has been a big factor in 
Calvin’s improved recruiting for 
swimming and diving.

This faci l ity ranks among 
the best in the nat ion, so i f 
not for its soccer, lacrosse and 
outdoor track facilities Calvin 
would be ranked even higher.  
These facilities were originally 
scheduled to be improved along 
with adding a football f ield, 
but the budget problems expe-
rienced by the college have put 
these plans on hold. Regardless,  
Calvin’s athletic facilities are 
quite impressive for a school of 
our size.

Calvin athletic facilities ranked 19th

BY CONNOR STERCHI
Campus News Co-Editor

Calvin ranked eighth in the 
Princeton Review’s health ser-
vices category, marking an im-
provement in the rankings since 
last year, as well as the first time 
that Calvin has ranked in the top 
ten for health services.

Laura Champion, the direc-
tor for Calvin health services, 
said that health services has 
implemented some changes and 
improvements that may have 
contributed to Calvin’s placement 
in the top ten.

One of the new changes to 
health services is direct billing 
for insurance costs.

“The patients appreciate that 
the bill goes to their insurance 
directly, so they can just copay 
when they come into health ser-
vices,” Champion said.

Another change is Calvin’s 
recognition as an official pri-
mary care off ice on campus. 
This designation is rare in col-
lege health unless it’s a medical 
school, Champion said. Because 
Champion is identified as a pri-
mary care doctor, patients only 
have to pay their copayment for 
visits to health services.

Calvin health services’ medical 
records are now fully electronic.

Another change to health ser-
vices involves a reduced premium 
for patients. Because of the excel-
lent care statistics from Calvin 
health services, the insurance 
company decided to reduce rates.

“Our student health plan pre-

mium was reduced by nearly 
six percent, when premiums are 
usually going up in our country,” 
Champion said.

Calvin health services has a 
staff of one full-time physician, 
two adjunct physicians, two nurse 
practitioners, f ive nurses and  
two dieticians.

“The care team here loves what 
we do and we love helping stu-
dents keep healthy,” Champion 

 CALVIN’S PRINCETON REVIEW RESULTS

Category           This Year              Last Year

LGBT-Unfriendly                     #8                                    #11

       
Stone-Cold                               #10                                    #10
Sober Schools

Most Religious Students        #13                                      #9

Best Health Services                #8                                     #12

Best Athletic Facilities            #19                                    #16

BY ALDEN HARTOPO
Campus News Co-Editor

The latest from the Princeton 
Review’s annual college guide 
“The Best 377 Colleges” ranks 
Calvin as eighth in the “LGBT 
Unfriendly” rankings. It rose 
from last year’s position of 11th.

However, many have ques-
t ioned the credibi l ity of the 
methodology of the Princeton 
Review, including the leadership 
team on Calvin student orga-
nization Sexuality and Gender  
Awareness (SAGA).

“While the methodology be-
hind the Princeton Review’s 
rankings remains questionable, 
one fact is clear: Calvin has come 
a long way and has a long way 
to go,” read a statement from 
SAGA. “The important thing is 
that we are going.”

SAGA is not the only outspo-
ken voice on the increased rank-
ing. Sexuality Series Director 
Julia Smith shared her explana-
tion on the Princeton Review’s 
erroneous methodology.

“When you look at what that 
ranking is, it’s fairly meaningless 
because of the stats that they’re 
going from,” said Smith. “The 
last time Calvin students were 
surveyed was in Dec. 2010 so 
Calvin’s ranking is based on the 
same data.”

“They send the survey to 
schools on a three year rotation, 
so Calvin students will next be 
surveyed this coming December 

and that data will be ref lected 
in the summer 2014 Princeton 
review,” adds Smith. “Calvin has 
moved up in the ranking this year 
solely because other colleges have 
been surveyed in the meantime 
and have moved down relative to 
Calvin’s 2010 score.”

 Smith also points out that the 
survey’s design in presenting the 
question is imprecise.

 “That ranking is based on 
one question in the survey, so 
once you start digging into what 
that survey and those rankings 
are, they’re not statistically valid 
— it’s just a marketing tool for  
them really.”

 The single question reads: 
“Do students, faculty and ad-
ministrators at your college treat 
all persons equally regardless 
of their sexual orientations and 
gender identity/expression?” The 
answers are given on a five-point 
scale and determine the institu-
tion’s ranking in the category.

 On the other hand, Smith 
explains that a more accurate 
perception of Calvin’s LGBT cli-
mate is the 2011 survey conducted 
by the Sexuality Series and the 
Center for Social Research.

“In our survey, those LGBT 
students who are out to some-
one on campus tend to have 
higher well-being,” says Smith. 
“However, self-reported emo-
tional safety of LGBT students 
is significantly lower than that 
of heterosexual students. Many 
students think that sexual orien-
tation in itself is sinful (the CRC 

has said it isn’t), though this num-
ber decreases as students advance 
through their years here.”

 Smith has also pointed out that 
Calvin has, in recent years, been 
actively committed to improving 
the climate on campus regarding 
sexuality through events, work-
shops, weekly meetings and the 
LGBT panel.

“We’re a lso reaching out 
to schools and churches to  
invite them into the conversa-
tion,” said Smith.

 “Having Wesley Hil l and 
Justin Lee on campus is an excit-
ing first for us — an opportunity 
to learn from two gay Christians 

said. “Our goal is to give stu-
dents high quality care and 
teach them how to take care of  
themselves lifelong.”

Aside from professional and 
quality care, faith is a distinc-
tive element of health services at 
Calvin and differentiates Calvin’s 
health care team from other 

secular colleges 
and universities, 
Champion said.

“ I t ’ s  a 
Christian com-
munity, and we 
consider  t h i s 
ou r  m i n i s t r y 
and our mission 
to  s t ude nt s ,” 
she said. “And 
that’s a whole 
different way to 
look at giving 

students care. It’s 
good to have someone who’s also 
a believer when they are going 
through hard times.”

Long-term and compassion-
ate care is another distinguish-
ing character ist ic of Calvin  
health services.

“The care providers here are 
very invested,” she said. “It’s not 
just about getting you through 
today. They are very thorough 
and they follow up well.”

Calvin health services makes Princeton Review top 10

Princeton Review ranks Calvin No. 8 most LGBT-unfriendly

BY ALDEN HARTOPO AND  
CONNOR STECHI

Campus News Co-Editors

This year, Calvin ranked 100th 
in the U.S. News and World 
Report and 61st in the Washington 
Monthly College Guide’s list of 
best liberal arts colleges. Last 
year, Calvin ranked 110th in the 
U.S. News and World Report’s 
list and 102nd in Washington 
Monthly’s list.

Washington Monthly College 
Guide’s list bases their rankings 
on liberal arts colleges’ social 
mobility, research and service. 
U.S. News and World Report’s 
list is decided by factors such as 
freshmen retention rates, gradu-

ation rates and faculty strength.
“The first thing to notice about 

our ranking is that we are with a 
pretty stellar group of nationally 
known colleges,” said Claudia 
Beversluis, Calvin College pro-
vost. “I am particularly grateful 
that our rising rankings are based 
on the successes of our students 
and the ratings of our peers.”

Hope and four other liberal 
arts colleges tied Calvin at 100th 
in U.S. News and World Report, 
but Calvin beat Hope (137th) in 
the Washington Monthly College 
Guide’s list.

However, Russ Bloem, vice 
president for enrollment man-
agement, believes that rank-
ings should not be a main gauge 

Calvin jumps in national liberal arts college rankings

for  s t ude nt s  whe n ma k i ng  
college decisions.

“We suggest that people not be 
too focused on ratings and rank-
ings, but rather come out to see for 
themselves all that Calvin has to 
offer,” said Bloem.

Calvin also ranked 56th in 
Washington Monthly’s “Best 
Bang for the Buck” list. This 
list ranks liberal arts colleges 
based on the economic value 
they give to students. According 
to Washington Monthly, this list 
answers the question: what col-
leges will charge people like me 
the least and give me the high-
est chance of graduating with a 
degree that means something in 
the marketplace?

who are in the foref ront of 
nat ional conversat ions and  
who resist the polarizing rhetoric 
we so often hear.”

 Nevertheless, both SAGA 
leadership and Smith persistently 
believe in a positive and safe 
environment for LGBT students  
at Calvin.

 “We at SAGA realize that 
Calvin needs safer dorm environ-
ments, increasingly constructive 
conversations and more resources 
for LGBT students,” stated the 
SAGA leadership. “However, we 
are also very proud of the work 
the Sexuality Series is doing on 
campus, the sheer size SAGA 

has reached and the consistent 
support that Calvin’s adminis-
tration has shown in the pursuit 
of a safer campus for all. We 
don’t like being on this list, but  
we feel that our goal should 
b e  g e n u i n e  c h a n g e ,  n o t  
a ranking.”

Smith agreed, saying, “We 
f ul ly recognize that Calv in 
needs to become a more hospi-
table campus for minorities of all  
kinds. We hope the inevitable 
attention from this new rank-
ing will challenge complacency 
and prompt renewed efforts to  
l i v e  a s  a  t r u l y  g r a c e - 
filled community.”

Sexuality Series Director points to inaccuracies in survey methodology for ranking

Student organization SAGA has continued to improve the LGBT climate in Calvin College.
PHOTO COURTESY OF CALVIN.EDU

Van Noord seats 5,000 and hosts both volleyball and basketball.

Hope College loses out in the Washington Monthly Ranking to Calvin

Health services is ranked in top 10 for first time.
PHOTO COURTESY OF CALVIN.EDU

PHOTO COURTESY OF CALVIN.EDU



local news
4 “ ”

Not only will [GR Walks] help solidify a sense of place for a 
person, but it will also encourage people to explore other neighbor-
hoods in the city.

     Josh Leo, “GR Walks”

The app acts as a “virtual tour” around GR, providing users with historical information about the city. 

By Kayla Vanderploeg
guest Writer

This summer, Calvin alum 
Josh Leo, in partnership with 
Ca lv i n’s  Se r v ice -L ea r n i ng 
Center, released GR Walks, a 
free smartphone app that pro-

vides historical information on 
the different neighborhoods in  
Grand Rapids. The app currently 
has two tours: “Eastown and East 
 Hills” and “Heritage Hill North.” 

O n c e  a  t o u r  i s  d o w n -
l o a d e d ,  u s e r s  c a n  r e a d 
through sl ides that include  

h i s tor ica l  in for mat ion and 
pictures for that location. If  
the user gets lost, the tour has a 
map of the area to get the user 
back on track. The Heritage Hill 
tour also includes audio. Both 
tours take about 90 minutes to 
complete.

Since its summer release, GR 

Walks has been downloaded 
more than 500 times from the 
Google Play Store. 

T h e  e x p l o s i v e  p o p u -
l a r i t y  m a y  b e  d u e ,  i n  
part, to the ability to access in-
formation immediately, a fea-
ture that was previously not  

readily available.
“I’ve always been interested 

in local history and making it 
accessible,” said Leo, a Calvin 
alumnus and the founder of  
GR Walks. “Most of the his-
tory lives in books and online. I 
wanted to bring the history to the  
places where it happened. I want-

ed to be able to learn about a 
house, a building, a person, while 
standing in front of that location.”

Leo hopes that GR Walks  
will not only help inform residents 
 of Grand Rapids about their  
city, but also foster a sense of 
community and a desi re to  

discover new areas of Grand 
Rapids.

“Not only will [GR Walks] 
help solidify a sense of place 
for a person, but it wil l also  
encourage people to explore  
other neighborhoods in the city,” 
Leo said.

This desire to engage with 
Grand Rapids and 
take ownership of the 
city is what attract-
ed the at tention of  
Noah Kruis, associate 
director of Calvin’s 
Service-Learning 
Center.

“ T h e  S e r v i c e -

L e a r n i n g  C e n t e r 
h a s  b e e n  w o r k -
ing on developing 
walking tour guides 
 to neighborhoods 
i n  w h i c h  C a l v i n 
students participate  
i n  s e r v i c e - l e a r n -
i n g .  W h e n  I 
heard about Leo’s  
p r o j e c t ,  I  s a w 

an obvious oppor tunity for  
mutual benefit,” Kruis said.

“I quick ly lear ned that I 
couldn’t do the whole project 
by myself,” Leo said. “I ap-
proached a few different local 
organizations [with the idea],  
but no one was interes ted.  

When Noah Kruis at Calvin  
offered to partner, I jumped at  
the opportunity.”

However, the project got off to 
a slow start.

“I got a grant in 2011 to begin 
t he process  [of  developi ng  
the app], expect ing that by  
spring of 2012, we would have 
 a product to show for our  
work.” said Leo

Unfortunately, it wasn’t un-
ti l June of 2013 that the app 
was finally launched. When we  
did launch and could show peo-
ple the potential of GR Walks, 
 we were blown away by the  
interest in the app from all over 

Grand Rapids.”
Several tours are in the works, 

including one that covers the 
history of Calvin. In addition, 
the Service-Learning Center  
i s  i n  com mu n icat ion w it h 
the history department about  
deve lopi ng tou r s  a s  a  se r-
v ice-learning component of  
some courses this fall.

R e c e n t l y,  t h e  S e r v i c e -
Learning Center received money  
from the student employment 
 office’s contingency fund to hire a  
s t u d e n t  t o  r e s e a r c h  a n d  
d e ve lo p  t o u r s  s p e c i f i c  t o 
neighborhoods where Calvin  
students frequently engage in 
service-learning.
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By greg Kim
Staff Writer

This week is “Hunger Action 
Week,” an effort hosted by vari-
ous Grand Rapids organizations 
to tackle the problem of food 
insecurity in the city. 

Members of Congress also re-
turned to Washington this week 
after an August recess to contin-
ue a partisan debate on determin-
ing funding for the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP).

SNAP is a federal initiative 
that provides food-related as-
sistance to economically chal-
lenged households, and replaced 
conventional “food stamps.” 
Participants of SNAP are is-
sued a debit card that receives a 
monthly sum that is adjusted ac-
cording to the household income. 

Feeding America, a hunger-
relief charity, notes that, accord-
ing to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Food and Nutrition 
Service, the “average month-
ly SNAP benefit per person is 
$133.85, or less than $1.50 per 
person, per meal.”

According to SNAP’s latest 
figures, 47 million people nation-
wide participated in the program 
in June. The figures have held at 
these levels since the 2008 eco-
nomic recession.

Despite the large number of 
Americans who are participating 
in the program, there is a partisan 
divide over SNAP funding. 

The funding has become not 
only a separate issue but also a 
separate bill on the House and 
Senate f loors since it was re-
moved from the July 2013 Farm 
Bill. 

For decades, SNAP had been 
a part of the Farm Bill, which 
controls food prices by allocating 
federal food subsidies. In July, the 
Farm Bill passed in the

Republican-controlled House 
without a single Democratic vote.

SNAP funding, left off the bill, 
is now a major issue in Congress, 
as the present SNAP program 
ends on September 30. 

Proponents of SNAP funding 
cuts have pointed to the recent 

decrease in unemployment rates 
as suggesting that in the future 
there will likely be reduced par-
ticipation in SNAP. 

SNAP is a primary form of di-
rect federal response to economic 

downturn, just behind unemploy-
ment insurance.

The Congressional Budget 
Office predicts that 2019 figures 
of SNAP participation and cost 
will go down to the 1990s level. 
Republican members of Congress 
have therefore proposed downsiz-
ing the program by $40 billion 
over the next 10 years.

Democrats, who control the 
Senate, have staunchly opposed 
this measure, promising to block 

any budget cuts to SNAP that 
come to the Senate floor.

The Center on Budget and 
Policy Priorities, a nonpartisan 
research and policy institute, has 
recently issued a report that also 
condemns the budget cut.

Us i n g  f i g u r e s  f r o m  t he 
Department of Labor, the report 
concludes that “the number of 
unemployed workers has fallen, 
but the number receiving un-
employment benefits has fallen 
faster, which means the number 
of unemployed workers without 
benefits has risen.” This is the 
reason unemployment rates are 
going down while SNAP partici-
pation has been growing.

In the same June report, 1.7 
million people in Michigan used 
SNAP. 

This figure corresponds with 
data from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Economic Research 
Service’s annual report, brought 
to attention by Michigan’s Center 
for Civil Justice, which reports 
that a staggering 13.4 percent of 
Michigan households have faced 
food insecurity between 2010 
and 2012.

Therefore, the outcome of the 
SNAP funding debate will have 
a particularly significant effect 
on many residents of the state of 
Michigan. 

According to the Michigan 
Depar tment of Technology, 
Management and Budget, the 
state’s unemployment rate in July 
2013 was 8.8 percent, which is 
higher than the national rate of 

7.4 percent. 
The state’s number of persons 

below the poverty level is also 
above the national average. The 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2010 report 
calculates Michigan’s figure at 
15.7 percent and the national 
average at 14.3 percent. 

In Grand Rapids alone, resi-
dents with income below the 
poverty level in 2009 was at 30.7 
percent. Matt Vande Bunte of 
MLive, citing a book released 
by the Brookings Institute — a 
think tank in Washington, D.C., 
points out that the metropolitan 
area had a poverty rate of 26.8 
percent in 2011. 

The book, titled “Confronting 
Suburban Poverty in America,” 
also shows that the growth rate in 
poverty levels in the suburb was 
a staggering 87.8 percent between 
2000 and 2011. 

Following the awareness-rais-
ing campaign “Hunger Action 
Week,” Feeding America West 
Michigan is hosting the “Million 
Meal March” on September 
28. Residents of Grand Rapids 
are invited to Comstock Park 
to participate in a 10 kilometer  
fundraising walk on the White 
Pine Trail. The effort aims to 
“send 1 million meals to food-in-
secure families in West Michigan 
and the Upper Peninsula.”

Feeding Amer ica repor ts  
that roughly 316,000 people in 
counties around Grand Rapids 
are food-insecure and a 100  
dollar donation, they claim, will 
fund 400 meals for these people.

Michigan households may lose federal food assistance funding 

“I’ve always been interested 
in local history and making it 
accessible, most of the history 

lives in books and online. 

Michigan state unemployment is above the national average. 
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National food assistance program may lose funding due to improved unemployment rates  

GR Walks app gives virtual tour through Grand Rapids
Calvin alumnus and Service-Learning Center partner to develop GR Walks app
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It was like the wild west.

Gary Draving, “Cryptocurrency”

pixels. In software, the company 
has added a 10 frames-per-second 
burst mode as well as automatic 
image stabilization, which should 
make taking pictures easier. One 
f inal feature that was added 
was a fingerprint scanner built 
into the home button of the de-
vice, intended to increase its 
security.

The 5C, meanwhile, is a lower-
cost device marketed to younger 
people. Sold with yellow, green, 
blue, pink and white backs, it is 
built out of plastic with its steel 
antenna serving to reinforce the 
structure of the phone. The color-
ful enclosures are meant to match 

the vibrancy of the new iOS7 
software, with which all of these 
phones will come pre-installed. 
The 5C, however, will not be get-
ting the improved camera, finger-
print scanner or more advanced 
processor. This sets up a clear 
divide in the market that Apple 
hopes will allow more people to 
purchase new iPhones. 

The presentation also includ-
ed a recap of the new features 
of the iOS7 operating software 
and an announcement that 
Apple’s mobi le of f ice suite, 
iWork, would be free for new 
iOS device customers.

BY JOHN MUYSKENS
Sci-Tech Editor

Nathan Menkveld, a senior 
computer science major, had an 
idea to harness Calvin’s comput-
ing power to generate extra cash 
by mining cryptocurrency, which 
could be put towards 
a department scholar-
ship, as computer sci-
ence chair Joel Adams 
suggested, or used to 
replace equipment in 
the computer labs, as 
Menkveld originally 
hoped, but for reasons 
technological, politi-
cal and economic, this 
idea never came to 
fruition.

Cryptocurrencies 
have ignited a f ire-
s t o r m  o f  i n t e r e s t 
within the techie and 
anarcho-capitalist 
communit ies as of 
late. Bitcoin, the first 
a nd mos t  popu la r 
cryptocurrency, has 
been joined by oth-
ers, including Litecoin 
and Namecoin. These 
currencies use cryptography 
and peer-to-peer f i le-sharing 
technologies for pseudonymous, 
decentralized monetary transac-
tions. They differ from typical 
currencies in that they are not 
backed by any central author-
ity and make nearly anonymous 
transactions possible.

Cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin 
can be purchased, but they can 
also be “mined,” the term for the 
process of generating new coins. 
Anyone can run a program on 
his or her own computer that 
“mines” cryptocurrency by solv-

ing hard math problems in what is 
called a “proof-of-work” scheme. 
The hardness of the problem is 
automatically adjusted to control 
the rate at which new units of cur-
rency are released.

Menkveld’s initial mining ex-
periment nearly melted his laptop. 
A clog in the heatsink meant that 

the heat generated by his graphics 
processing unit (GPU) couldn’t 
dissipate quickly enough. The 
GPU reached 103 degrees Celsius 
(217 degrees Fahrenheit), exceed-
ing the boiling point of water. 
For reference, normal operating 
temperatures are between 75 and 
85 degrees Celsius. The extreme 
heat left internal burn marks, but 
the damage was only cosmetic. 
Once Menkveld cleaned years 
of dust and dog hair from his 
laptop’s air vents, the GPU func-
tioned normally and he was able 
to mine the equivalent of several 

dollars a day.
With these experiments behind 

him, Menkveld invested in a 
high-end GPU. He found that he 
was able to increase his revenues 
to $10 to $20 a day. In a short time, 
he broke even with the cost of the 
GPU. According to Menkveld, 
if he decided to sell the GPU, he 

would be ahead $400 on the deal.
While this looks like easy 

money, Menkveld began to dis-
cover flaws in the plan. Litecoin, 
the cryptocurrency he chose, had 
fallen in price. Menkveld chose 
Litecoin because it was newer 
than Bitcoin and hadn’t gained 
popularity yet, making it easier to 
mine. “We thought the low-hang-
ing fruit was gone,” said Adams, 
referring to Bitcoin. He found that 
the window of profitability was 
a mere six weeks — by the time 
he concluded his mining experi-
ment, it was no longer profitable.

Large scale benefit from min-
ing cryptocurrency is highly 
time-sensitive due to their vola-
tility. Cryptocurrencies tend to 
experience price bubbles and sub-
sequent crashes as they increase 
in popularity.

The cryptocurrency exchange 
process is as volatile as the cur-

rency itself. Gary Draving, com-
puter science department system 
administrator, also researched 
the problem. It seemed to him that 
as soon as he found one method 
for converting digital currency to 
USD, it would get shut down by 
a bot attack. “It was like the wild 
west,” quipped Draving. Mining 
cryptocurrency takes a lot more 
than just researching the techni-
cal aspects; according to Draving, 
it also takes a lot of research into 
banking and dealing with money.

The knowledge barrier wasn’t 
the only thing that held the proj-

BY JON HIELKEMA
Staff Writer

Apple Inc. introduced two 
new iPhone models at an event 
designed to showcase the next 
generation of its mobile phone 
hardware and software. While 
the plastic 5C emphasizes af-
fordability and is packaged in 
an array of bright colors, Apple 
has positioned the 5S as a pre-
mium product featuring high-
powered hardware and an alumi-
num enclosure. The former will 
be available for preorder on Sept. 
13 at prices of $99 and $199 for 

16GB and 32GB models with 
a two-year contract. The latter 
will be available Sept. 20 at $199 
for a 16GB model, $299 for a 
32GB model and $399 for a 64GB 
model, also with two-year con-
tracts.

At the event, which took place 
at the company’s Cupertino, 
Calif. campus, Apple CEO Tim 
Cook characterized the outgo-
ing iPhone 5 as “the most-loved 
iPhone ever,” noting that, in 
terms of sales, “it had the most 
successful first year of any iPhone 
we’ve ever done.” According to 
further comments from Cook, 

the iPhone business has grown 
to the point where, like Apple’s 
iPod line, there will be more than 
one current model of iPhone of-
fered. Currently, the company’s 
standard practice was to offer 
one current model of the phone 
while selling previous versions for 
reduced prices. This new ap-
proach signals a shift in the com-
pany’s treatment of its iPhone 
lineup.

In introducing the iPhone 
5S, Apple marketing chief Phil 
Schiller characterized it as “for-
ward-thinking,” and noted its 
incorporation of advanced tech-
nologies. He claimed its internal 

processor, dubbed the A7, will 
offer 40 times the computing 
power of the original iPhone and 
double the power of the iPhone 
5. To demonstrate this power, 
Epic Games was brought on stage 
to show the final game in the 
“Infinity Blade” trilogy, showing 
off impressive graphics which use 
the 64-bit enabled A7. In addition 
to its powerful internal hardware, 
the phone has also been equipped 
with an improved camera and a 
highly adjustable camera f lash. 
The camera has been improved 
mainly by increasing its lens 
size and the size of the sensor’s 

Apple announces new iPhone models

The iPhone 5c is available in four vibrant hues, as well as black and white. 

ect back. It encountered political 
trouble when it was presented 
before a committee. Some faculty 
members were very much op-
posed to the idea, Draving said. 
Cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin 
have gotten bad public relations 
due to their extra-governmental 
status and association with illicit 

activities. Bitcoin is 
pseudonymous and 
not connected to any 
government’s central 
bank, making it ideal 
for funding activities 
that governments or 
law enforcement agen-
cies could easily shut 
down otherwise by 
tracking or cutting off 
financial transactions. 
You can use Bitcoin to 
donate to WikiLeaks 
or buy illicit drugs on 
the Silk Road market-
place. 

Other i ssues in-
clude the adminis-
trative work needed 
to oversee mining, 
exchanging and al-
location of generated 
funds. Menkveld also 
pointed out the risk of 

equipment damage that he dis-
covered with his own machine. 
Mining uses a significant amount 
of electricity and generates a 
significant amount of heat, thus 
the project would incur a cost to 
the school and raise the stakes of 
profitability.

Menkveld remains optimistic 
that most of these challenges 
can be overcome. While he has 
personally chosen to move on, he 
stated that he would be “happy to 
share what he has learned” with 
any student interested in moving 
the project forward.

Prices of Lightcoin have spiked and fl uctuated over the past six months. Mining diffi culty has risen steadily.

Diffi culty

Value

FILE PHOTO

It was fi nally destroyed with a nuclear weapon carrying 
the destructive energy of the Hiroshima bomb.

XKCD BY RANDALL MUNROE

SCIENCE DIVISION SEMINARS
Fri. Sept. 13 Canaries in the Coal Mine: Fish-Eating   

Birds as Sentinels for Pollution in Aquatic Ecosys-
tems. Keith A. Grasman (’89), Ph.D., Professor of 
Biology, Calvin College. SB 010, 1:30 p.m.

Fri. Sept. 20 Plant Mating System Evolutionary Re-
sponses to Anthropogenic Pollinator Decline. Sarah 
A. Bodbyl Roels (’06), Ph.D., Research Associate, 
W.K. Kellogg Biological Station, Michigan State Uni-
versity. SB 010, 1:30 p.m.

Tue. Sept. 24 To Explode or Not To Explode: Electron 
Capture Supernovae in Single Stars and Binaries. Pro-
fessor Arend J. Poelarends, Wheaton College. SB 
110, 3:30 p.m.

Cryptocurrency mining in campus computer labs a tough sell

PHOTO COURTESY APPLE INC.
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THE MILK               
Coming soon to a fine arts center near you

If I’ve learned anything 
during my concert-going ca-
reer at Calvin, it’s this: never 
underestimate the potential of 
an opener. (Also, serving Ben 
and Jerry’s ice cream before 
a show is an excellent idea. 

CARTON KIDS

They really love  
  California. 

Not only do both members call the 
   Golden State home, but they also sing   
   about it on their song “California”:        
  “California, California / Know I love     
   you, California,” and giving special  
      shout-outs to Los Angeles, San Francisco  
    and “the valley.”

A Semi-Close 
Reading

Retrospect, released March 2011. Prologue, released July 2011. The Ash & Clay, released March 2013.

BY CATHERINE KRAMER
Features Editor

Thanks Fun.)
I often hear people grumble 

about the musical artist that plays 
before the band they really want 
to see. True, they sometimes seem 
to be sent out solely to increase 
our appetite for the headliner, 
like a bland dinner when you can 
smell the apple pie in the oven. 
The fact that the former was un-
satisfying makes the latter that 

much sweeter.
But sometimes the opener steps 

up to the microphone, usually a 
little nervous in front of a disin-
terested crowd, and makes you 
forget that they’re not the reason 
you came.

This should not surprise us; al-
most every band we love was once 
“just an opener” for a band that 
was experiencing greater success.

With these things in mind, let’s 
talk about The Milk Carton Kids.

The Milk Carton Kids are 
comprised of Joey Ryan and 
Kenneth Pattengale. Both na-
tives of the Los Angeles area, the 
pair first began collaborating in 
2011. Later that same year, The 
Milk Carton Kids paid a visit to 
Calvin College as the opener for 
Over the Rhine and changed my 

life forever.
“Thank you,” Ryan said 

in response to the applause 
which greeted the band at that 
performance. “We’re used to 
bigger, kind of coffee shop type 
venues. It’s nice to be able to do 
our show in an intimate setting 
like this,” he joked.

Since their first trip to the 
Covenant Fine Arts Center, 
The Milk Carton Kids have 
seen much more than coffee 
shops, continuing to open for 
successful acts such as Old 
Crow Medicine Show, Josh 
Ritter and Punch Brothers, as 
well headlining their own tours 
in North America and Europe. 
Amid all the touring, they 
also released their third studio 
album, “The Ash & Clay,” in 
March 2013.

In less than two weeks, Ryan 
and Pattengale will once again 
grace the stage here as the 
opening act for Over the Rhine. 
A lot has changed since their 
last trip to our campus, but 
one thing that has remained 
the same is the high quality 
of folk music these two bring 
to each performance. If you 
don’t believe me, figure it out 
for yourself (with relative ease): 
the band’s first two albums, 
“Prologue” and “Retrospect, 
are available to download FOR 
FREE on their website (the-
milkcartonkids.com). Again: 
it’s free. You’re in college. Do 
the math.

In summary: Over the Rhine 
will be at Calvin on Sept. 21.

Be sure to get there early.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF THEMILKCARTONKIDS.COM

They think Michigan    
   is pretty great too.

At  their 2011 Calvin performance, they sang  

   “Michigan” (the first track from their debut 

    album) for the first time in Michigan. “It’s  

      taken us 112 shows to get here,” said Ryan. 

    “It’s worth it so far.” 

They like a good     
  literary allusion.

“California” references “The Giving  
        Tree” from author Shel Silverstein, 
   whi le “Girls Gather Round” 
  m a k e s  n o t e  o f  W i l l i a m    
   Fau l k ne r ’s  l i t e ra r y  c l a s s ic  
     “The Sound and the Fury.”

Metaphors are their    
  thing (kind of).

 
     Joey Ryan often explains how they came    
   up with the band name by telling that  
     they weren’t quite satisfied with the lyric  
   “one day he just vanished / like a milk    
     carton kid,” but  they kept it in the song.    
     They proceeded to name the song “Milk  
    Carton Kid” and later decided to name  
    their band after the song.

(the lyrical lowdown)
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I would definitely recommend that anyone with access 
to a Playstation 3 play this game.

          Nick VanZalen, “Last of Us”

BY NICK VANZALEN
Guest Writer

Survival-horror is a style of 
game that has been declining in 
quality lately. Once “Resident 
Evil” decided to take a less-than-
stellar turn, the market was taken 
over by more action-oriented 
horror games, such as the “Dead 
Space” series. While there were 
some great horror games com-
ing from the indie side, l ike 
“Amnesia: The Dark Descent,” 
there hadn’t really been a success-
ful, well-made survival-horror 
game from the industry side of 
things for a while. The developer 
Naughty Dog promised to rem-
edy this situation with their game, 
“The Last of Us.” 

 “The Last of Us” takes place 
about 20 years after a worldwide 
break out of a fungal infection 
that turned everyday people into 
frightening, zombie-like abomi-
nations. The story centers on the 
now middle-aged Joel, who has 
gotten by in this post-apocalyptic 
environment by working as a 
smuggler, and Ellie, a young girl 
who Joel is tasked with to deliver 
to a resistance group known as 
The Fireflies. In their first meet-
ing, Joel and Ellie are rather 
uncomfortable with each other, 
Joel even acting a bit hostile 
toward her at first. Throughout 
the story, however, they grow ac-
customed to each other and end 

up with a rather close relation-
ship. While the story seems to be 
rather straightforward, there are 
unexpected turns in the plot. In 
addition, Joel, Ellie and the other 

characters they encounter, not 
to mention the actions of other 
survivors, all make the story feel 
engaging and evoke an attach-
ment to the world that Naughty 
Dog has created. Of course, the 
only way to experience this is 
through the gameplay.

“The Last of Us” is, at its core, 
a survival-horror game, and the 

game has quite a number of the 
tropes one would find in a game 
of this variety, including ele-
ments such as limited supplies, a 
general disadvantage to enemies 

one comes across and at least 
one disempowering act upon the 
player (in this game’s case, gun 
sway is implemented). The game’s 
crafting system occurs in real 
time, forcing the player to either 
wait until a safe situation to create 
valuable items or risk taking dam-
age during combat. The limited 
supplies angle really works well 

here, where ingredients can be 
used to make multiple items, forc-
ing the player to use their valuable 
resources on an item that they 
don’t know for sure will be put 

to good use. 
The game also 
a l l o w s  t h e 
player to ap-
proach a situ-
ation as they 
see fit, wheth-
er that be tak-
ing a stealthy 
approach to 
eliminate all 
enemies un-
de tec ted or 
r un in with 
guns blazing. 
W h i l e  t h e 
s tea lt h sys -
tem the game 
uses is rather 
shallow, it still 
feels incred-
ibly reward-
ing to clear an 
area without 
be i ng  s pot-
ted. These el-

ements are not only important 
to the horror genre in general 
but were included as a major de-
sign element by Naughty Dog, 
which can make it disappoint-
ing when the game doesn’t keep 
some of these elements consistent 
throughout its entirety.

Unlike a lot of horror games, 
“The Last of Us” has the problem 

of becoming progressively easier. 
Most, if not all, of the player’s 
disadvantages can be eliminated 
through the game’s upgrade sys-
tem. While the player starts with 
a single moderately-powerful 
weapon, this list is increased to 
12 by the end of the game. When 
more weapons are introduced 
into the game the limited supplies  
begin to become irrelevant. The 
game continues to give limited 
ammo, but it gives limited ammo 
to every weapon owned by the 
player, making it so that if one 
were to run out of ammo for a 
gun they were using, there are 
11 replacement weapons ready 
to be switched so that all weap-
ons will have an ample amount 
of ammo, which makes getting 
caught while being stealthy feel 
more like a minor inconvenience 
than the perilous situation it was 
toward the beginning of the game. 
The game’s AI is also a point of 
concern. “The Last of Us” was 
designed so that if one of the 
player’s partner AI were to run 
out and be spotted by enemies, the 
enemies wouldn’t react. While 
this feature keeps the game from 
feeling unfair, it also breaks the 
immersion factor a little. 

Overall though, “The Last 
of Us” is an admirable piece of 
software. While it may not be a 
masterpiece, it is a game to behold 
and I would definitely recom-
mend that anyone with access to 
a Playstation 3 play this game.

FILE PHOTO

“Last of Us” a satisfying beginning to PS3’s swan song

BY CHRISTIAN BECKER
Staff Writer

“Monsters, Inc.” is one of the 
cleverest films I have ever seen. 
The concept of creating a mon-
ster world and giving it rules and 
ideas that come from how we have 
perceived monsters from stories 
or growing up as children is bril-
liant. With the prequel, nothing 
disappoints. This time, we find 
Mike and Sully as college students 
who must come together to prove 
to the school that they have what 
it takes to be a top “scare student.”

“Monsters University” can 
be considered Pixar’s return to 
form after the disappointing out-
comes of “Cars 2” and “Brave.” 
“University” is filled with all the 
classic humor and heart that you 
love from their previous work, 
with the addition of improved 
animation. Almost every minute 
of this film is some sort of col-
lege or monster reference that, 
because of the impeccable tim-
ing, never gets old. It works as 
an “Animal House” or ”Revenge 
of the Nerds” parody, especially 
when our two heroes team up 
with the “losers” of the campus 
to compete in a scare competi-
tion. This introduces us to all-new 
characters with bright person-
alities, who happen to lack the 
essentials to be a “scare major.” 
This is where most of the comedy 
comes in, seeing these characters 
in situations that are foreign to 
them, while Mike and Sully try 
to coach them through it. 

While it may not be the original 
film that Pixar has been known 
for in the past, it hardly matters 
to those who are fans of the origi-
nal. Yes, the story is predictable. 
A group of misfits must band 
together to win what they want 
and learn to love each other as 
a team in the process. Can you 
guess how this is going to end 

yet? Of course you can; you’ve 
seen movies before. But this is 
done with so much wit and heart 
that you really forget how predict-
able it is and just go along for the 
ride. The development of Mike 
and Sully’s relationship is also 
something wonderful. They had 
great chemistry in the original 
film, and now we get to see how 
the rivalry between them began, 
as well as the path that led to their 
becoming friends (and eventually 
co-workers).

I also need to give credit for the 

message this film offers. Usually, 
the norm for an animated family 
movie is to have its main charac-
ter win in the end by achieving 
what they wanted in the begin-
ning. Without spoiling anything, 
I can tell you that the message 
is not as cute as that. We learn 
that “just because we want some-

thing doesn’t mean that we 
are meant to have it.” I think 
that’s a pretty bold message to 
preach in this type of film, but 
one that certainly needs to be 
shared more often. 

With a warm-hearted spirit, 
lovable characters, spot-on 
voice acting and some of the 
best animation to date, Pixar 
has created yet another winner 
to add to their already-crowd-
ed body of work.  It might not 
be the classic that the original 
“Monsters, Inc.” has become, 

but this new installment has 
found its audience and should 
connect with those in love with 
the first film, as well as new-
comers who have not yet seen 
it. That said, if you haven’t 
seen the original “Monsters, 
Inc.” yet, do yourself a favor 
and see that as well.

Pixar’s new film a return to form

FILE PHOTO

BY JONATHAN HIELKEMA
Staff Writer

Released in the first half of 
June, British band These New 
Puritans’ third record, “Field of 
Reeds,” has garnered consider-
able acclaim in all manner of 
English-language publications. 
These accolades are completely 
deserved, as the record takes rock 
music in multiple fascinating and 
paradoxical places. Balancing 
the organic and programmed, 
popular song forms and risky 
experimentation and deep emo-
tional appeal with a keen cerebral 
instinct, “Field of Reeds” is a 
beautiful collection of music 
that fits the fast-approaching fall 
season’s play of melancholy and 
festive colors.

One of the album’s strengths 
is the process used to create it. 
These New Puritans, not content 
with a conventional studio ap-
proach, opted for a more meticu-
lous method. Working with a pair 
of classical ensembles, employing 
an unusual magnetic resonator 
piano and filling more space with 
recordings of ambient sound are 
far from standard practices for a 
rock band. However, the product 
of these labors is neither incoher-
ent nor contradictory. Each of 
the album’s nine songs, which 
span a length of about 53 min-
utes, emerges naturally and feels 
structurally sound despite having 
an ambient and even celestial 
quality. The latter is particu-
larly evident on the final and title 
track, which features male choirs 
of the sort usually heard in sacred 
music. Much like the later “Talk 
Talk” albums, the compositions 
are given plenty of space and time 
to develop, settling in between 
cluttered and spacey.

The longest track, “V (The 
Island Song),” exemplifies the 
darker direction in which the 
band takes some of the songs. 
I ncor porat i ng d i ssonance, 

strange harmonies and obscure-
found sounds, this track, which 
unfolds over nine minutes, man-
ages to be transfixing as well as 
surprising. The band’s legend-
ary attention to detail pays off 
handsomely here. While some 
of the tracks derive their atmo-
sphere from horns, others pair 
these more acoustic sounds with 
electronic beats, establishing a 
tension between an almost regal 
pace and more sinister aspects. 
The defining characteristic of the 
album is in this tension, which 
pays off handsomely in all of the 
nine compositions. 

While Western classical, sa-
cred and ambient electronic mu-
sic comprise much of the sub-
stance of the album, its structure 
is distinctly jazz-based. This is 
because of the way sounds play 
off of one another and seem to 
converse despite their apparent 
strangeness. There is also a play-
fully academic sense of disci-
pline in “Field of Reeds,” where 
everything feels precisely placed 
and harmonious even when it 
dives into more surreal territory. 
At times this precision threatens 
to compromise the effortless feel 
of the album, but it never makes 
any of the tracks feel too labored. 
This is also redolent of many jazz 
efforts, which, despite the speed 
in which they are recorded, tend 
to have an intense intra-group 
discipline in the way they emerge.

These New Puritans have man-
aged to outshine their labelmates, 
Alt-J, with this new release. No 
doubt this album is pitched to a 
far narrower audience than the 
latter’s psychedelic revivalism. 
Yet, I appreciate the ways in 
which “Field of Reeds” evokes 
its title, growing and changing 
in an almost naturalistic way 
while bending and reaching into 
obscure shapes and locales. Those 
looking for a blissful, composed 
53 minutes of music could find 
few better than this among the 
summer releases.

A beautiful “Field” of music
Warm-hearted “Monsters U.” a big winner

Acclaimed survival-horror video game from Naughty Dog is one to recommend

These New Puritans impresses with new album
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c a m p u s  s a f e t y  r e p o rt
9/2/13
Campus safety responded to Schultze to assist resi-
dence life staff with a violation of the student conduct 
code for alcohol. The officer made contact with the 
student who was in violation and a PBT was adminis-
tered. The results of the test were forwarded to judicial 
affairs for further action.

9/5/13
Campus safety was notified of the larceny of money 
from two students unlocked lockers in the Venema 
Aquatic Center men’s pool locker room. Both victims 
indicated they only had money stolen. There were no 
known witnesses to the larceny.
The campus safety department was contacted in refer-

ence to a suspicious person identifying themselves as a 
campus safety officer to students in the Epsilon apart-
ments. The subject was described as a white male with 
dark hair, a maroon shirt and skinny jeans. The subject 
was attempting to locate the resident assistant at the time 
of the incident. The subject had already left the area when 
campus safety was contacted.

9/8/13
Campus safety took report of a possible larceny of a com-
puter from a residence hall room in Kalsbeek. It was later 
determined that the student had left their computer in the 
basement of Kalsbeek and it had been turned into the KHvR 
front desk. The computer was subsequently returned to  
the student.
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This tournament will set the tone for us to work harder 
and hold each other accountable.

Carlia Canto, “Women’s Golf 13th” 

BY JESS KOSTER
Sports Co-Editor

The men’s soccer team traveled 
to Milwaukee to play in the Raider 
Classic hosted by Milwaukee 
School of Engineering. They took 
on third-ranked Loras College in 
the first round on Friday, losing 
3-2. Loras, a national semifinalist 
last year, took a 
1-0 lead at the 
end of the first 
half.

Calvin junior 
Travis Vegter 
tied up the game 
six minutes into 
the second pe-
riod. He was as-
sisted by senior 
Ben Honeycutt. 
Vegter dribbled 
into the box and 
beat the keeper 
at the far post.

Eight min-
u t e s  l a t e r , 
C a l v i n  g ave 
Loras the lead 
by heading a 
ball into their 
o w n  g o a l . 
Loras added to 
the lead eight 
minutes later 
with a free kick 
that bounced 
over the head 
of junior goal-
i e  A n d r e w 
Claucherty and 
landed in the 
goal.

In the 76th 
minute, Vegter 
proved key again, dribbling into 
the box and finishing it, scoring 
to bring the score to 3-2. That was 
Vegter’s fifth goal of the year, so 
he remains the only Knight to 
have scored so far this season. 
Loras had an 18-5 shot advantage 
over Calvin, showing why they 
are considered by the rankings 
as one of the very best teams in 
the nation.

The Knights were scheduled to 
take on host Milwaukee School 
of Engineering on Saturday, but 
the game was cancelled due to 
lightning storms.

Vegter was named the tour-
nament’s most outstanding of-
fensive player due to his two 
goals against Loras. He was 
named to the all-tournament 
team a long wit h f reshman

 Stephan Hooker. 
The Knights have a break 

from their brutal schedule until 
Tuesday when they host Hope at 
4:30 p.m. to start the MIAA sea-
son.  This game is the Knights for 
nets game, where all  fans that pay  
the $10 admission fee get a shirt, 
a barbeque dinner, and donate 
a mosquito net to fight malaria 
in Africa.

BY SYDNEY CHIPMAN
On-Call Writer

The Calvin men’s golf team 
started their season off reason-
ably well, earning a fifth-place 
ranking overall at the opening 
MIAA Jamboree with a team 
score of 324.

On Thursday,  Sept .  5, 
the Knights traveled to the 
Medalist Golf Club for the 
start of their fall campaign. 
Calvin f inished one stroke 
ahead of sixth place team 
Kalamazoo and two strokes 
behind fourth place host team 
Albion. Hope took first place 
team honors with a score 
of 317.

Junior James Van Noord 
was again the leading golfer  
for the Knights, recording 
a score of 74 that put him 
a three-way tie for second 

place individually. Senior Jake  
Hoogstrate was the next placer for 
Calvin with a personal score of 
77, tying for 
eighth place 
individually 
i n  a  v e r y 
st rong per-
formance.

Senior 
Mark Allen 
had an 84, 
with sopho-
more Justin 
Crow rouned 
out Calvin’s 
scoring fin-
ishers with 
a  s co r e  o f 
89. A lma’s 
Marty 
Predmesky 
w a s  t h e 
highest-placing individual on 
the day with a score of 71.

Despite a fifth-place finish not 

BY JACOB KUYVENHOVEN
Sports Co-Editor

It was an exciting tourna-
ment, to say the least, for the 
Calvin women’s soccer team as 
the team claimed two overtime 
wins in two days 
to win the cham-
pionship at the 
Milwaukee School 
of Engineer ing 
Raider 
Invitational.

T h e  F r i d a y 
g a m e  a g a i n s t 
Loras College in 
Iowa was a 0 -0 
sta lemate unt i l 
just under four 
minutes into over-
time when senior 
Kelly Koets redi-
rected sophomore 
Sydney Kinney’s 
pass into the back 
of the net. The 
d ramat ic game 
was even through-
out ,  a s  Ca lv i n 
only held a 15-13 
shot advantage and senior goalie 
Ashton Hearn was kept busy 
throughout, recording six saves 
for the clean sheet.

This gave Calvin the chance 
to earn the title of champion of 
the tournament the next night 
in a game against North Park 
University. Fifteen minutes into 
the game, Calvin gave up a not-
so-pretty goal that was chipped in 

off the keeper right after a save. 
T h i s  fo r c e d  t he m t o  p l ay 
catch-up, but the Knights proved 
up to the task, responding 10 
minutes later on an unassisted 
laser from sophomore Taylor 
TenHarmsel.

The rest of the match again 
proved to be 
deadlocked, 
although this 
time Calvin 
had the clear 
shot advan-
tage at 22-8, 
including a 
shot by junior 
Paige Capel 
that hit the 
crossbar near 
the end of the 
second half. 
This failed to 
discourage 
the Knights, 
however, as 
they contin-
ued to apply 
t h e  p r e s -
sure during 
e x t r a  t i me 
a n d  b r o k e 

through less than three minutes 
into overtime.  Capel fit a pass 
through traffic to freshman Allie 
Corp, who put it on net for the 
win and the tournament. Hearn 
made 5 saves.

Calvin, now with a 3-0 record 
on the season, has another busy 
week on tap as they open MIAA 
play with games at Alma on Sept. 
9 and Trine on Sept. 12.

being everything the team was 
hoping for, they are still quite 
close to the leading teams as 

they sit only seven strokes 
back from Hope. Allen will 
be key to accomplishing 
this comeback, as he shot 
a 74 earlier this year at the 
Olivet College Lou Collins 
Invitational. When he re-
turns to that form, a possible 
MIAA title should still be 
within reach for the defend-
ing champs.

T h e  K n i g h t s  w i l l 
look to get back on track 
Fr iday, Sept.  13, when 
they compete at another 
MIAA Jamboree, hosted 
by Adrian at the Lenawee 
Country Club. Only a cou-
ple days separate that out-
ing from the next competi-

tion, set for the 17th and to be
hosted by Olivet at Bedford 
Valley CC.

BY JACOB KUYVENHOVEN
Sports Co-Editor

The Calvin women’s golf 
team competed at this week-
end’s Olivet Invitational, as 
they placed 13th out of 18 
teams behind the hot start of 
senior Carlia Canto.

Canto shot a 76 over the 
tournament’s first day which 
had her in first place as an in-
dividual going into Saturday’s 
action. Meanwhile, Calvin’s 
team score of 360 had them 
in 11th place as a team, 
with an 87 from sophomore 
Jennie Poole, a 97 from sopho-
more Sarah Arendsen. Fellow 
sophomore Casey Harkema  
r o u n d e d  o u t  C a l v i n ’ s
s c o r i n g  f i n i s h e r s  w i t h
an 100.

There were some bright 
spots of improvement on the 
second day, as Harkema low-

ered her score to 86 
to f inish with 186 
for the tournament. 
However, the team 
shot a 364 on the 
second day to finish 
in 13th place, and 
Canto slipped to an 
87 to finish with 163 
and dropped down 
to 12th place as an 
individual, a perfor-
mance that left her 
disappointed.

“ M y  r e g u l a -
tion shots and put-
t ing helped me a 
lot on the first day, 
but my mental per-
for mance on t he 
second day wasn’t
a s  s h a r p  a s  i t 
should’ve been,” said Canto. She 
had positive words regarding her 
teammates and the remainder of 
the season, though. 

“We are a young team, but this 

s c o r e  d i d 
not ref lect 
what we are 
capable of. 
We  a r e  a 
hard-work-
ing, talent-
ed group of 
players, and 
this tourna-
me nt  w i l l 
set the tone 
f o r  u s  t o 
work hard-
er and hold 
each other 
account-
able.”

Next on 
the sched-
u l e  f o r 
Canto and 

the Knights is the North Central 
College Invitational on Sept. 10. 
They will later take on rival Hope 
on Sept. 21 at the nearby Railside 
Golf Course.

BY JACOB KUYVENHOVEN
Sports Co-Editor

It is increasingly unlikely 
that Calvin will have a foot-
ball team any time in the near 
future as the current budget 
situation has put expensive 
albeit possibly 
benef icial pro-
posals, like foot-
ball, on the back-
burner. Even so, 
this should not 
stop the Calvin 
sports commu-
nity from specu-
lating!  Our fall 
spor t s  season 
alone has some 
spectacular ath-
letes whose tal-
ents could imme-
diately benefit a 
Knights football 
team that would 
look to remain 
undefeated.

Quarterback: 
Jorda n Br in k 
(real sport: bas-
ketball).

Brink has the 
s i ze  (6’3,  190 
lbs.), quickness 
and athletic abil-
ity to succeed 
as a legitimate 
QB.  Sure, he’s 
not a point guard, but he’s 
no stranger to ball handling 
and his court vision would be 

helpful with finding open receiv-
ers downfield. His sharpshooting 
ability wouldn’t hurt the transi-
tion to throwing a football, either.

Defensive Back: Zach Willis 
(real sport: soccer).

Willis is always among the 
quickest players on the soccer 
field, and even has experience in 

track. He’d probably be too small 
to be a legitimate running back, 
but his speed, lateral quickness 

and backpedaling ability would 
translate fantastically into the role 
of cornerback.

Linebacker: Eric Holstege 
(real sport: track and field)

Holstege would probably have 
to gain a few pounds to reach 
his linebacker ceiling, but the 
tools are all there. He’s the best 
decathlete Calvin has, which 
requires not only speed and ath-
leticism, but throwing as well. 
His speed, strength and leap-
ing ability would make him a 
dynamic player on the defensive 
side of the ball.

Offensive Linemen:  Luke 
and Allen Bosscher (real sport: 
lacrosse)

As defensemen on the la-
crosse team, the Bosscher broth-
ers are no strangers to hard-
nosed play, and they both spent 
time at O-line at Grand Rapids 
Christian. Provided that they 
change the “freshman fifteen” to 
the “senior sixty” and the “junior 
jump in weight” (I’m sorry), they 
should be able to open up some 
holes in the opposing defense.

Tight End: Mickey DeVries 
(real sport: basketball)

Mickey would logically follow 
in the shoes of other college-
basketball-player-turned-pro-
tight-ends Antonio Gates and 
Jimmy Graham.  His 6’7 frame 
and jumping ability would make 
him a huge matchup problem 
for opposing defenses. We’d 

have to see if he could block 
275-pound defensive ends off
the edge of the offensive line.

Knights win two in OT Calvin football: who’d make it?

Men’s soccer falls to Loras Men’s golf fifth at first jamboree

Women’s golf 13th at Olivet Invite

Travis Vegter was named offensive MVP.

Kelly Koets netted a winner.

Carlia Canto led the Knights.

James Van Noord shot 74.

Calvin would look to continue storied program.
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One person, by standing up for a cause ... can make a huge 
difference and change thousands of lives.

Enrika Sinkeviciute, “Leadership Program”

of death of God theology typi-
fied by Thomas J.J. Altizer. This 
stream of theology is based on 
the kenosis, or self-emptying, 
of God into the world through 
Jesus’ incarnation and death. He 
calls for Christians to experience 
this self-emptying existentially 
and to see in Jesus a better way 
to transcend sets of beliefs and 
identity markers. To further his 
goals, he has also founded in-
tentional communities like ikon, 
which describes itself as “iconic, 
apocalyptic, heretical, emerging 
and failing.”

 Bazan, originally from Seattle, 
has been described by cr it ic 
Jessica Hopper as “Christian 
indie rock’s first big crossover suc-
cess.” As early as the late 1990s, 
his band, Pedro the Lion, was 
featured in secular and Christian 
publications alike, earning strong 
reviews from websites such as 
Pitchfork and Allmusic. In 2006, 
Bazen dissolved his band and 
began recording under his own 
name, simultaneously breaking 
up with Christianity and strug-
gling with alcohol abuse.

 Ever since, however, he has 
continued to tour at Christian 
music festivals and colleges like 
Calvin, where he last performed 
in Nov. 2011. Currently self-
identifying as an agnostic, he still 
maintains a complicated connec-
tion to his former faith. During 
an interview with Hopper, he 
said this:

“The last 30 years [of the evan-
gelical movement] have been hi-
jacked; the boomer evangelicals, 
they were seduced in the most 
embarrassing and scandalous 
way into a social, political and 
economical posture that is the 
antithesis of Jesus’ teaching.” If 
analysis of the frantic exodus of 
youth from Christianity is to be 

BY JONATHAN HIELKEMA
Staff Writer

 Peter Rollins, an intellectual 
and in-demand author, and David 
Bazan, a musician, are two for-
mer evangelical Christians who 
have embraced doubtful and com-
plicated postures toward religion. 
They will be appearing together 
onstage at the Ladies Literary 
Club on Sept. 23 to engage in 
music, Irish stories, conversations 
and questions.

To many commentators, it 
seems as though the evangelical 
church in the U.S. is at a point 
of crisis. Membership in most 
churches is declining, due in 
part to many white youth in the 
so-called millennial generation 
disaffiliating in large numbers. 
Along with a perceived collapse 
in the power of the right-wing 
Christian to win elections for 
the Republican Party (see “Rise 
of the Christian left in America,” 
The Atlantic), a conversation 
has sparked about the future of 
the church when the institution 
is increasingly decoupled from 
American culture.

 Rol l ins, or ig ina l ly f rom 
Belfast, Northern Ireland, is a 
writer and radical theologian 
who’s gained attention and ac-
claim for his extensive public 
speaking tours. With an approach 
based in telling parables and chal-
lenging his audience’s expecta-
tions, he’s become one of the most 
compelling voices in the ongoing 
conversation about the future of 
the church.

 His philosophical and intel-
lectual framework derives from 
the thought of post-structuralist 
philosophers like Jacques Lacan 
and Slavoj Zizek, and his work 
is situated within the tradition 

BY ERIN SMITH
Guest Writer

On Saturday, Sept. 7, tens of 
thousands joined Pope Francis 
at a vigil service in St. Peter’s 
Square to pray and fast in re-
sponse to the conflict surround-
ing Syria. In his homily during 
the five-hour service, the pope 
urged Christians to oppose the 
use of military weapons.

 “Violence is not answered with 
violence, death is not answered 
with the language of death,” 
explained the pope. “How many 
conflicts, how many wars have 
mocked our history?”

Pope Francis expressed his  
dismay over the world’s past, 
present and possible future  
violence.

“Even today we raise our hand 
against our brother,” he said. 
“We let ourselves be guided 
by idols, by selfishness, by our 
own interests, and this attitude 
persists. We have perfected our 
weapons, our conscience has 
fallen asleep and we have sharp-
ened our ideas to justify our-
selves as if it were normal we  
continue to sow destruction, 
pain, death.”

On Thursday, Sept. 5, in an 
open letter to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and other world 
leaders gathered in Russia for 
the G-20 summit, Pope Francis 
took a stance against “the futile 
pursuit of a military solution.” 
He asserted that reconciliation 
would only come through ne-
gotiation and discussion, urg-
ing for “a renewed commit-
ment to seek, with courage  
and determination, a peace-

believed, many young church-
goers are feeling the same way.

 Both of these men work 
o u t s i d e  o f  m a i n s t r e a m 
Christianity but retain a high 
degree of inf luence in that 
sphere. Bazan has retained 
some of his old Christian fan 
base and continues to per-
form in Christ ian venues, 
though to a much lesser ex-
tent. Meanwhile, Rollins has 
distanced himself from the 
so-called “emerging church” 
movement, though his writ-
ings and talks are quite popular 
with those who remain part 
of that movement. He has, for 
instance, spoken at Mars Hill 
Bible Church in Grand Rapids 
on more than one occasion.

It is the pairing of Rollins 
and Bazan that makes the Sept. 
23 event such a promising one. 
Both men are deeply critical 
of status quo Christianity, 
and each can be expected to 
bring his rigorous, animated 
and creative critiques to every 
public engagement.

ful solution through dialogue  
and negotiation of the parties.”

This decision of whether or 
not to use military force against 
Syria was instigated by Syrian 
President Bashar Assad’s chemi-
cal attack outside Damascus on 
Aug. 21. Assad is a member of 
the Alawite sect of Islam, which 
is closely linked to Shiite Islam. 
The attack attempted to subdue 
a Sunni rebellion in the Syrian 
population.

The pope’s let ter to Putin 
and precedence over the vigil 
marks his first major political 
action in a controversial world  
event since his inauguration in 
March. Characterized by his 
tenderness and approachability, 
his words from the papal throne 
could alter the public’s perspec-
tive on this previously passive 
pope.

The pope invited Catholics to 
fill St. Peter’s Square but hoped 
that Christians of any kind, as 
well as non-Christians, would 
attend the vigil in solidarity.

Francis’ actions are not unprec-
edented; rather, they are strik-
ingly similar to Pope John Paul 
II’s call for peace in 2003, prior to 
the war in Iraq. In that instance, 
however, the pope went one step 
further, sending an envoy to then-
President Bush.

Pope Francis has also been 
writing to his nearly three mil-
lion followers on Twitter, saying, 
“War never again! Never again 
war!” Another tweet states that 
the pope denounces the use of 
chemical weapons with “utmost 
firmness.” Yet another tweet in-
vites others to join him in prayer: 
“Dear young people, pray with 
me for peace in the world.”

Rollin and Bazan to perform 
Monday, Sept. 23.

CALVIN.EDU

Pope calls for vigil  
Tens of thousands lift prayer for Syria

Doubt of religion embraced

BY SARAH STRIPP
Guest Writer

Twenty-nine freshmen are 
enrolled in the new John M. 
Perkins Leadership Fellows 
program.  For the next two 
years, these students will take 
classes together focused on 
the leadership style and prac-
tices of Dr. John Perkins, at-
tend dinners with prominent 
leaders on Calvin’s campus 
and participate in a service 
learning spring break trip to 
Jackson, Miss. Each fellow 
also receives a $2,500 renew-
able scholarship.

 Aaron Einfeld, director in 
the enrollment department, 
proposed the program as a 
means to take students be-
yond a vague definition of 
leadership. Program leaders 
chose to model the program 
after the leadership style of 
Perkins, a prominent civil 
rights leader and co-founder 
of the Christian Community 
Development Association. 
His work and ideas have long 
influenced Calvin College.

 The planning team eventu-
ally involved Nate Bradford, 
co-assistant chaplain; Russ 
Bloem, vice president of enroll-
ment; Jeff Bouman, service 
learning director; and Todd 
Cioffi, professor of congrega-
tional ministry studies. Cioffi 
now serves as the academic 
director for the new program.

 The Perkins Fellows pro-
gram is designed to empower 
students often overlooked by 
leadership initiatives: it specifi-
cally targets first-generation 
college students who have had 

Leadership program begins for freshmen

formative experience in multicul-
tural leadership. Bouman said 
that as Calvin becomes increas-
ingly diverse, it needs leaders 
on all levels who are able to give 
proper attention to varying needs 
based on different cultural and 
socioeconomic backgrounds.

“This program is designed to 
address this need and to prepare 
students to step up into this kind 
of authentic, truth-telling leader-

ship,” Bouman said of the leader-
ship initiative.

 The Perkins fellows see this 
program as an opportunity to 
grow in both leadership and in 
their understanding of diversity. 

Ja imee Wat tenbarger ex-
pressed a “hope to share cul-
tural diversity,” as well as a desire  
t o  g r ow  w i t h i n  a  d i ve r s e  
community and begin to bet-
ter understand the perspectives  

of those from different back-
grounds.

 Melissa Rivera hopes to fur-
ther her knowledge on racism 
issues that still exist within our 
society. She anticipates the pro-
gram providing her a practical 
means to put this knowledge into 
action.

 “This program stands for a 
lot ... One way this is evident is 
how it shows us that one per-

son, by standing up for a cause 
... can make a huge difference 
and change thousands of lives,” 
sa id Perk ins fel low Enr ika 
Sinkeviciute.

The program has started as 
planned, with the fellows tak-
ing both their first year seminar 
course (formerly Prelude) and 
Developing a Christian Mind 
(DCM) together dur ing the  
first semester.

Twenty-nine John M. Perkins Fellows begin leadership training program to continue throughout freshman and sophomore year.
PHOTO CREDIT KURT DELOS TRINO
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We have come to the realization that Sunday school answers will not 

cut it anywhere outside of the Sunday school classroom.

Abby Paternoster, “Discovering my new voice”
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  Editor
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Our dumb smart phones

BY ABBY PATERNOSTER
Op-Ed Editor 

According to the Calvin admis-
sions office, 48 percent of the stu-
dents currently enrolled at Calvin 
College have graduated from 
public high schools. I happen to 
be a part of that statistic, and as 
a public high school student, I 
came to Calvin expecting to sim-
ply sit back and be fed the Word. 
I was looking forward to that 
after experiencing fairly severe  
loneliness while following God 
on my own in the academic arena  
for 13 years. 

I thought I had been through 
a hell of some kind and deserved 
a break from all the probing 
questions about my faith and 
life choices. Hadn’t God refined  
me enough?

In my f irst year at Calvin, 
I  w a s  s u r p r i s e d  b y  h o w  
much Calvin’s message to public 
school students (from friends, 
classmates and even professors) 
tended to be “we can fix all that 
public schooling has done to you.” 
The way many people at Calvin 
talk about public schools is de-
meaning and painful, as though 
I am somehow less of a Christian  
because the last school I at-

Discovering my new voice
How public school students can benefit Calvin

tended didn’t offer Bible class.  
What I thought I wanted —  
to sit back and be fed — has 
turned out to be dehumanizing  
and disempowering.

God does not call us to lives 
of complacency. God calls us to 
active service, active redemp-
tion and active pursuit of him 
daily regardless of whether we 
are surrounded by Christians or 
non-Christians. Not only does 
the community here at Calvin 
have much to offer those of us 
who previously attended public 
schools, but we also have much 
to give back to this community.

Those of us who have come 
from public schools tend to have 
experience in a particular “f la-
vor” of what it means to pursue 
God. This experience should be 
an asset to Calvin College. We 
have been asked difficult ques-
tions about suffering, evil and sin; 
we have come to the realization 
that Sunday school answers will 
not cut it anywhere outside of the 
Sunday school classroom. We had 
to decide if we agreed with what 
our parents taught us; if we could 
not explain our beliefs, nobody 
took us seriously.

We have grown up with non-
Christian friends whom we love 
and deeply respect and whose 

goodness has challenged our 
faith by revealing that it is pos-
sible to care for other people 
without religious rationale. 
These friends are not “outsid-
ers” or “unbelievers” but in-
credible people who often seem  
to be better imitators of God  
than we are. 

The integration of faith and 
learning is far from new to us, 
as we have been integrating on 
our own in the classroom since 
kindergarten; ants and liz-
ards are way cooler when you 
know that God made them. 
Most of these lessons did not  
come in Bible class or even 
at youth group, but from our 
own experiences, day in and 
day out.

We  b r i n g  s t o r i e s  a nd 
questions with us from our 
public schools, but we also 
hold answers we have found 
over the years. We have ac-
cess to a world outside the 
Christian and west Michigan 
bubbles  a nd,  because  of 
ou r  backg rounds,  we do 
not f ind that gap as dif f i-
cult to bridge. These are the  
exper iences we are long-
ing to share with the Calvin 
com mun it y,  i f  g iven t he  
voice and opportunity.

BY PETER WIDITZ
Guest Writer 

Have you ever been in a dis-
cussion with a Windows per-
son about your MacBook Pro 
and heard something similar to: 
“Why did you waste your money 
on such an overpriced piece of 
elitist hipster junk?”

I wish I could report that I was 
the only person in the world who 
has heard such a statement before. 
However, that passionate rivalry 
between Windows and Apple 
people has now gone beyond note-
books and into the grand arena of 
smartphones. 

Recently, I was nearly de-
stroyed by an angry mob of my 
Apple groupie friends when they 
discovered that I had bought an 
Android phone rather than an 
iPhone. In almost every conver-
sation that I had with them, they 
would try to remind me of all my 
lifetime failures — especially the 
purchase of my Samsung Galaxy.

I wish that I could just sing, 
“You like potato and I like po-

tahto/You like Apple and I like 
Android/Potato, potahto, Apple, 
Android/Let's call the whole 
thing off,” and then join hands 
with the iPhone people and sing 
a chorus of “Kumbaya.”

Why is there all this negative 
energy between the two sides? 
A better question: why are there 
sides in the first place?

It is possible for both Macs and 
PCs to exist simultaneously. Did 
you know that there are people 
who own both an Apple and 
a Windows device? I hear this 
statement from Mac people all 
the time: “My (fill in Apple prod-
uct) is built so much better than 
your inferior Windows product 
because I don’t have to replace my 
unit every other month.” Face it: 
stuff will break. iPhones do too, 
especially if you drop it into the 
toilet. Electronics, in general, 
are fragile, regardless of maker. 
Smartphones of all makes and 
models are fragile and become 
damaged easily. 

Both iPhones and Androids 
have interfaces that take time to 
get used to, and the old joke still 

It’s hard to feel like you 
know someone you’ve never 
met.

Yet, I had the honor of meet-
ing senior student Eric De 
Groot over the last several 
days, through the voices and 
stories of his roommates and 
close friends while I wrote our 
feature piece on who he was.

And while I certainly hope 
you read the piece, I think 
this is a situation where our 
words, no matter how expertly 
crafted, fall short.

As hard as I try, my words 
can’t paint the full picture of 
the stories his close friends told 
me: the dazed face of a house-
mate, the extended silence 

while they searched for words, a 
firm handshake at the end of an 
interview and the pained eyes of 
someone who has been through 
too much.

Death is something we rarely 
think about day-to-day,and I 
don’t think many students think 
about it at all while they’re in col-
lege. We’re in a stage of life where 
our main purpose is preparing for 
future stages of life. We’re getting 
an education, taking internships, 
paying off loans — all so that 
we can have a fuller life down  
the road.

It’s not often that I think about 
how or where that road ends.

The summer before I came 
to Calvin, one of my close high 

school fr iends, Joel Koning, 
passed away. He was going to be 
in my math class during my first 
fall semester and live in the same 
dorm as many of my good friends 
from high school.

We came to PASSPORT ori-
entation together and I can still 
remember sitting in Johnny’s 
for hours that afternoon, talking 
about dorm room decorations, 
our classes, our majors and which 
choir we wanted to get in.

My world was rocked on that 
August day four years ago in the 
same way I think a lot of worlds 
were rocked this August.

And it brings up a lot of ques-
tions we don’t ask nearly enough.

What would happen if I died? 
How will my friends and family 
remember me after I die? Am I 
living my life to the fullest? Am I 
thankful for every day I’m alive? 
What is my purpose in life?

Even though I didn’t know 
Eric, all these questions have 
flooded back into my mind during 
the last few days as I’ve listened to 

the stories from his friends.
These questions hopefully 

push us to be more caring, to 
spend more time with people we 
love and to appreciate every day 
we have to live.

But they also can be over-
whelming — the face of death  
is overwhelming.

Death chips away at a lot of 
the purposes we have at this point 
in our lives, like getting a good 
education, landing a good intern-
ship, making a lot of friends and 
building a resume.

I can’t help but see almost 
every reason I’m living fall f lat 
at the face of the unavoidable 
death that’s coming at the end of 
my road.

Almost every reason.
The one reason that does not 

fall f lat, the one reason that spits 
in the face of death and the one 
reason that gives life to every 
other reason I have to live is the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

It’s the resurrection that over-
whelms the overwhelming. It’s 

the resurrection that enables 
us to mourn unexpected death 
with an undeterred hope. It’s 
the resurrection that strength-
ens us to stand in the face 
of immense pain and loss. 
And it’s the resurrection that 
gives us the courage to live on 
when we know that the end of 
the road could be around the  
next turn.

Even though death makes 
us appear small, f leeting and 
insignificant, God reminds us 
that we have a vital part to play 
in a much bigger story, a story 
that makes death fall f lat. 

It’s the hope we find in the 
resurrection that gives pur-
pose to the day-to-day life  
we lead.

And it’s the resurrection that 
lets me look into the eyes of 
Eric’s close friends, knowing 
that they will see him again 
and, someday, I’ll get to meet 
him too.

~rjs

holds some water: “You can do 
everything with a smartphone 
except make calls.”

However, all cell phones 
are problematic in the sense 
that people cannot seem to 
get along in the world without 
one. I remember long ago, 
during the prehistoric age of 
2002, when I did not have a cell 
phone and my life ran just as 
smoothly without one. People 
place too much emphasis on 
defining who they are by the 
stuff they own; they use their 
smartphone as a status symbol. 

To be honest, I feel ‘cool’ 
when I whip out my Android, 
but not because of my Android. 
I feel ‘cool’ because I am proud 
to be the person that I have 
become and am proud to  
have achieved the things that I  
have achieved. I am g lad 
that I have a tool l ike my  
smar t phone to help cap -
t ure and enhance a l l  the 
‘cool’ moments in my life.  
At the end of the day, my phone 
does not define me, but I define 
what my phone is to me.

Back in the day, when I was a 
worship apprentice, I remember 
our team tossing around the 
idea of phasing out the song 
“My Friends, May You Grow 
in Grace” — and wondering 
whether such a change was even 
possible. It had become a staple at 
LOFT, ending every service with 
an a cappella chorus and arms 
lifted high.

And on Sunday night, I got my 
answer: yes, it’s possible. Some 
shrugged their shoulders and 
some were really disappointed. 
And regardless of whether you 
approve of the change, it opens 
up a fascinating case study of why 
change can be so difficult.

Most of us students have lived 
long enough to know that change 
is not easy. We move to a new 
state for college and don’t know 
anyone. We end a long-term 
relationship. Our parents get 
divorced. A good friend passes 
away.

And we know it’s even harder 
to lead other people through 
change. An RA comes on to a 
new dorm f loor and wants to 
change the culture. You become 
leader of a student organization 
and need to get organized. Le Roy 
becomes the new president of a 
college, only to discover he needs 
to cut 10 percent of its operating 
expenses. It’s not easy.

So how do we lead through 
change? I think this happens in 
two parts: naming the loss and 
painting a vision.

But for background, we need 
to know that people don’t re-
sist change; they resist loss. A 
12-year-old doesn’t resist moving 
to a new state because it’s a new 
place; he resists because he’s los-
ing friends, he’s losing comfort 
and he’s losing stability. A dorm 
floor doesn’t resist culture change 
per se; they resist losing their 
community and their closeness 
as friends.

So the first step is to name that 
root loss. A lot of people won’t 
make the distinction that it isn’t 
moving to college they fear, but 
it’s the loss of friendship or the 
loss of familiarity. If it isn’t sepa-
rated, college becomes a symbol 

of that loss and a source of the 
fear. Or the new RA becomes 
a symbol of potential loss of 
community. Or a college presi-
dent becomes a symbol of in-
stability. Naming the loss hits 
the root of the problem and can 
help you pivot to the next step.

A leader needs to paint a vi-
sion of why all the instability 
that comes from the change is 
going to be worth it in the end. 
An RA might explain that be-
ing more inclusive will actually 
help create deeper friendships. 
I think President Le Roy has 
been so successful over the last 
18 months because he never 
stops pointing to the college’s 
mission. People put up with the 
instability because he’s assured 
them that we will come out a 
stronger school in the end.

So back to our example.
This dec i s ion and th i s 

change process is still very 
young, but I think we need to 
recognize the real loss: singing 
“My Friends” is a symbol of 
the genuine Christian com-
munity, encompassing the 
devotion of a community to 
God’s purpose and glory, as 
well as the acceptance and the 
friendship that so many find 
at LOFT. We can’t pretend 
it’s just a song or that students 
don’t think this change is a 
big deal.

Then, maybe most impor-
tantly, we need to see a vi-
sion. The community isn’t 
losing its welcoming, accept-
ing Christian environment by 
eliminating this symbol of it. 
Leaders would argue they’re 
expanding it, because they’re 
trying to make LOFT more 
meaningful and genuine for 
students who may have grown 
up with that song.

By better articulating this 
vision for the future and nam-
ing the root of the loss students 
feel by eliminating the song, 
LOFT leadership can navi-
gate this change smoothly and 
continue to be a welcoming 
environment for every student 
at Calvin.

~rjs

From the Editor
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