
T H E O F F I C I A L  S T U D E N T N E W S PA P E R O F C A LV I N CO L L EG E S I N C E 1907

April 12, 2013
Volume 107 - Issue 22

CALVIN.EDU/CHIMES

EDIBLE BOOKS PAGE 3 ELECTION WEEK PAGE 7S-CURVE PROPOSALS PAGE 4 EBERT HOMAGE PAGE 8

See “Talent,” page 2

BY HAYLEY COX
On-Call Writer

This year’s Calvin’s Got Talent 
hit it off with a winning stand-up 
comedy performance by Michael 
Ribbens. People’s Choice went 
to a capella group The Hand-
Me-Down Harmonix, who per-
formed a cover 
of the hit “Thrift 
Sho p.”   Fr om 
start to finish, the 
show proved that 
Calvin has some 
serious talent to 
offer.

T h e  c r o w d 
ra l l ied a round 
R i b b e n s  b o t h 
during and long 
after his act, with 
o v e r  h a l f  t h e 
crowd offering a 
standing ovation 
when he received 
his award.  After 
the show ended, a 
group of 15 or so 
guys ran onto the 
stage and buried 
him in a tackle 
hug.

“ I  h ave  no t 
seen anyone so 
comfortable and 
funny up on stage 
that is not a professional,” said 
senior Emily Rhude.

Ju n ior  Lau re n Cremea n 
agreed. “It felt like he was on 
tour.” She then added, “Can I 
propose a Cave Cafe for come-
dians?”

As he received his pr ize, 

Ribbens was flattered by all the 
enthusiasm.

“It was a really fun experi-
ence,” he said. “I’m just thankful 
for such great friends who gave 
me crazy support.  I’m happy, 
surprised … and just happy.”

The audience also ral l ied 
around The Hand-Me-Down 
Harmonix, whose vocal cover 

was described as movie-caliber.
“If Calvin made Pitch Perfect,” 

said judge Jonathan Chong in his 
critique, “you guys would be it.”

Judge Molly agreed: “You 
did a really good job of taking a 
popular song and making it your 
own … you guys will have swag 

for days.”
Participant Shane Brandsen 

spoke for the whole group when 
he said, “We just came to have 
fun.  It was about singing a fun 
song, doing it well, and getting 
people excited, and we did that.”

Through the entire show, the 
crowd screamed and cheered for 
act after act.  From cello covers 

of Metallica songs to original 
compositions to junior Gerrit van 
Klaveren’s haunting impression 
of Smeagol, the performances 
kept the crowd entertained.

BY SYDNEY CHIPMAN
Staff Writer

After splitting with Trine 
Tuesday afternoon, Calvin’s 
baseball team turned around 
and jumped back into the 
swing of things with four 
straight wins for the week.

Due to weather issues the 
men’s baseball team had to 
reschedule last week’s home 
doubleheader against Trine to 
the following Tuesday, forcing 
them to play three double-
headers in a five-day period. 
This didn’t faze the Knights, 
however, as they came out hot 
against the Trine Thunder. 
Calvin took their home opener 
3-2, but dropped the second 
game of the evening 2-0.

“We came out hot Tuesday,” 
says senior Ben Cok, “but the 
bats kind of died on us the 
second game.”

Calvin took a 1-0 lead on 
an RBI single by sophomore 
Garrett Harder in the f irst 
and then built a 2-0 advantage 
on an RBI double by Harder 
in the fifth. Pitching for the 
Knights, junior Jeff Victor 
held the Thunder to a score-
less game until the top of the 
sixth, where Trine was able 
to put 2 on the board and tie 
it up 2-2. Calvin, however, 
was able to steal the lead back 
in the bottom of the sixth as 
freshman Jordan VanderWall 
singled and later scored on a 
Trine error. VanderWall and 
sophomore Grant VanPutten 
had two hits apiece to lead 

Calvin’s seven-hit attack. The 
Knights weren’t as successful in 
the batter’s box the second game, 
only getting five hits total against 
the Thunder.

In doubleheader number two 
for the Knights, the men traveled 
to Kalamazoo Friday afternoon. 
Calvin owned the batters’ box 
both games, taking the games 9-2 
then 11-0.

Calvin took the lead the first 
game right away in the first three 
innings, scoring 6 in the second 
and 1 in the third. Sophomore 
Nate Schepers picked up the 
win on the mound, going 5.1 in-
nings and scattering eight hits. 
Sophomore 

Tom Bouwkamp came on in re-
lief the last 1.2 innings and secur-
ing the shutout win. Sophomore 
Ben Wohl led the attack at the bat 
in the second with a grand-slam 
homer — his first of his collegiate 
career. In the fourth, Cok also 
sent out a two-run homer — his 
first of the year and the 10th of 
his collegiate career. VanPutten 
also blasted a two-run homer 
for the Knights in the second 
game.

“One highlight from yesterday 
was Ben Wohl hitting his first col-
legiate home run, a grand slam!” 
says Cok, “It has been great to 
see Benny come as far as he has.”

In game t wo, sophomore 
Austin Juza threw a one-hit 
shutout victory, striking out five 
and walking one.

“Another highlight was Austin

See “Grand Slam,” page 9

CGT lives up to its name Baseball on win streak

Dance troupe Good Intent showcased their skills at the NiteLife event.

Exec team running unopposed in senate elections
BY JUSTIN VANDEN ENDE

On-Call Writer

This spring’s student senate 
elections may be less of a “horse 
race” and more a horse trot.

The executive team of David 
Kuenzi and Alicia Smit will be 
winning 100 percent of the votes 
cast next Thursday and Friday, 
as they are running unopposed 
to become Calvin’s next student 
body president and executive vice 
president.

Neither candidate has been on 
senate before, and their election 
would mark the first executive 
team with no prior senate expe-
rience.

Despite the lack of opposi-
tion, Kuenzi and Smit will still 
have to accumulate a total of 
at least 500 votes to be deemed 
eligible to serve.  But what will 
happen if the votes don’t ac-
cumulate remains uncertain — 

there is no direct course of action 
writ ten into student senate’s 
constitution.

Current executive vice presi-
dent, Josiah Sinclair, said that if 
the team does not tally 500 votes, 
current senate would have to 
deliberate and make a decision.

“What that [decision] will look 
like, I have no idea,” he said.

This unique situation has not 
altered Kuenzi and Smit’s cam-
paign. In fact, Smit said that she 
would have loved the competi-
tion.

“It’s unfortunate,” she said. 
“Regardless, we’re still working 
hard on our campaign and we 
want the student body to know 
that we take this job very seri-
ously.”

Sinclair noted that running 
alone might actually be more

Kuenzi and Smit have to get 500 votes in order to be elected president and vice president.See “Senate,” page 2
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
The judges applauded the 

“brave souls” who debuted origi-
nal songs at the competition.

“It’s always a bit scary to per-
form an original song, but I think 
the crowd was digging it,” said 
senior Audrey Rink, female vo-
calist for the group Troy and the 
[insert name here].

“I had so much fun performing 
with everyone,” said contestant 
Sean Mattson, who performed 
his original song “Something 
New.” “I enjoy seeing how much 
work and love students put into 
their acts each year.  I’ve been 
looking for more ways to share 
and perform my original music 
so I was really happy when I got 
the chance to play for such a great 
crowd.”

As junior Nathan Phillips put 
it, “CGT once again showcased 
the fact that Calvin possesses 
creativity, ingenuity and vibrancy 
in addition to incredible talent, 
making for a riveting two-and-a-
half hours of awe-inspiring fun.”

One of the aspects both judges 
a n d  s t u -
dents ap -
preciated 
w a s  t h e 
l e v e l  o f 
imagina-
t i o n  s o 
m a n y  o f 
t h e  a c t s 
possessed.  
Groups 
s u c h  a s 
“SuigaTrav 
a n d  t h e 
Magic Unicorns” took known 
covers and added a layer of hi-
larity and personal f lavor that 
kept the per formance f resh 

and memorable.
“Unicorns made me laugh and 

clap right along with them,” said 
Rhude.

Such creativity is necessary 
for musicians in the musically-
dominated show to stand out.

“It’s so hard to compare all 
musical acts because they ap-
peal to so many audiences,” said 
Cremean. “They need a second 
and third place because there 
were so many good acts that need 
to be recognized.”

M a t t s o n  w a s  i mp r e s s e d 
with the backstage camara-
derie, as well: “Everyone was 
very encouraging to one an-
other and spirits were high at all 
times.”

The only real critique students 
had of this year’s show mani-
fested itself in the performance 
of the judges.

“They didn’t really have much 
constructive criticism,” said ju-
nior Lauren Hubers.

Cremean added, “The judges 
didn’t seem completely prepared 
to make insightful comments.”

As a whole, though, this year’s 
s h o w  w a s 
a  sm a sh i n g 
success, fully 
supported by 
t he  s t ude nt 
b o d y  f r o m 
the out- the-
door lines at 
7:20 through 
the nearly full 
h o u s e  a n d 
standing ap-
plause at the 
show’s close.

“CGT needs to stick around,” 
said Cremean, “because it’s a 
place for people to showcase abili-
ties they might not otherwise.”

BY LOUKAS PETERSON
Staff Writer

“Books in the Baking,” a con-
test for Calvin students and staff 
to showcase their creative cu-
linary skills, returned to the 
Hekman Library for a strong 
fourth-year showing. On April 
1,  more t ha n 
a dozen chefs 
showcased an 
e n t i r e ly  ne w 
way to  enjoy 
beloved classic 
books such as 
“Cha r l ie  a nd 
the Chocolate 
Factory” along-
side “Cat in the 
Hat” — wit h 
forks.

Entrants 
showed t he i r 
imagination 
b y  u s i n g  a l l 
the ingredients 
normally found 
i n  c a kes  a nd 
complement-
ing them with 
unconventional 
e d i b l e  i t e m s 
t o  c o n s t r u c t 
bridges, trees, 
houses and even 
a bus on top of 
t he  d e s s e r t s . 
Licorice, lolli-
pops and frost-
ing spaghetti lit-
tered the cakes 
supplementing what cake batter 
simply could not do. Winning the 
“Funniest/Punniest” category 
with her rendition of “Cloudy 
with a Chance of Meatballs,” 
junior entrant Lauren Verstraete 
found some difficulty in recreat-
ing oversized food raining from 

the sky in a sugary treat.
“I had trouble with the houses 

— I kept breaking the graham 
crackers,” she said. Lauren had 
stacked a variety of delicacies 
including pancakes and dough-
nuts around her houses, and with 
melted caramel, cemented her 
structures alongside her prize. 
This was her third year partici-

pating, and she definitely plans 
on competing with another entry 
before she graduates.

With a few days of hard work 
and a long trek from Midland, 
Mich., senior Kayla Junga took 
home the ‘People’s Choice’ award 
with her Lord of the Cake (Rings): 

Return of the King. The tiny and 
edible pair of Frodo and Sam as-
cended a chocolate Mount Doom 
to toss an edible ring into candied 
lava. Sadly, they did not make 
the journey and were eaten, but 
their effort is as commendable 
as Kayla’s.

The contestants were baking 
for more than just pride; the 

four winning desserts were all 
awarded with campus store gift 
certificates ranging from $25 to 
$50. Junior Karis Roper won 
“Most Creative” with a rendi-
tion of “Magic Schoolbus Under 
the Earth,” while the power 
team Jenna Bouwer and Kara 

Steenstra claimed the title “Most 
Appetizing” via “The Giving 
Tree.” Bouwer and Steenstra’s 
cake was the first to be devoured, 
proving their rendition was in-
deed most appetizing.

Despite being a competition 
open to all Calvin College staff, 
faculty and students, the turn-
out was a little disappointing, 

r e m a rked  l i b r a r -
ian Kathy De Mey. 
“Only one guy regis-
tered for the event,” 
she further lamented. 
She hopes more men 
will participate in fu-
ture years and make a 
showing at this event 
dominated by wom-
e n.  T he Hek ma n 
L i b r a r y  h a d  a d -
ver t ised the event 
well, putting ads in 
Calv in News and 
on posters around 
campus; for thei r 
convenience, partici-
pants could register 
either online or in 
person.

T h e  H e k m a n 
Library purposeful-
ly planned the event 
af ter spring break 
at a time when stu-
dents will have less 
academic stress on 
their plates. Some 
students remarked 
they had seen the 
a dve r t i s ed  e ve nt 
b u t  w o u l d  r a t h -

e r  e a t  a  c a k e  t h a n  m a k e 
o n e ,  a n d  t h u s  a t t e n d e d 
solely to feast.  Despite the 
few number of par t icipants, 
s t ude nt s  a nd  fac u l t y  con-
verged from all f loors of the 
library to take a break from read-
ing books to eat them.

show a lack of interest, they have 
no right to complain about any 
decisions that will be made,” he 
said.

Yoo added that the execu-
t ive team is the voice of the 
s t u d e nt s ,  a nd  t he  s t u d e nt 
body needs t he i r  advocac y 
more than ever in this time of 
uncertainty.

“It’s 
up to the 
students 
to decide 
whether 
they want 
t o  m a k e 
a  d i f f e r -
ence and 
whether 
they’re 
willing 
to  i nves t 
t he  t i me 
and effort 
t o  b r i n g 
about 
change,” 

he said.
Indeed, there has been limited 

interest in all senate positions 
for the upcoming election. There 
are only five people running for 
six senator positions, and four 
running for the three cabinet 
positions.

Election to these positions 
is also contingent on the can-
didate breaking the 500-vote 
threshold, and any vacant seat 
will be appointed to first-year 
s t udents who have met the 
criteria.

Sinclair said it was unfortunate 
that more students didn’t apply, 
and that a number of current sena-
tors are either too young or are 
studying abroad next year, caus-
ing a “perfect storm” for limited 
competition.

‘Books in the Baking’ showcases culinary talent

Pictured above is the the entry that won the People’s Choice Award, baked by Kayla Junga.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
difficult than it would be 

without the competition.
“In some ways it will be 

harder because having two 
teams raises the profile of the 
election,” he said.

Smit agreed saying, “Since 
we’re the only ones running, 
students 
might not 
have a lot 
of interest 
in voting, 
which is 
exactly 
w h y  w e 
still plan 
o n  r u n -
n i n g  a 
great 
cam-
paign.”

Kuenzi 
and Smit 
h a d  no t 
even 
considered the possibi l ity 
of running unopposed, hav-
ing only heard conf i rma-
tion of this condition at the 
beginning of the week; how-
ever, Kuenzi was certain that 
the election would remain 
legitimate.

“The fac t remains that 
Alicia and I still need at least 
500 votes to win the positions. 
Such a number represents 
strong support from the stu-
dent body and is certainly 
something that we must work 
for,” he said.

Sungjin Yoo, a senior at 
Calvin, was concerned with 
the lack of student interest, es-
pecially in light of the school’s 
ongoing prioritization process.

“Because [the students] 

TALENT: a success again SENATE: elections begin

FILE PHOTO

Candidates must obtain 500 votes.
FILE PHOTO

CGT showcases student talent.
FILE PHOTO
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By Mary Snook
Staff Writer

 Prepare your snapping fin-
gers, because 
this Fr iday, 
from 7 p.m. 
to 11 p.m., the 
Multicultural 
Student 
Development 
Office  
(MSDO) and 
the Festival 
o f  F a i t h 
a n d  Mu s i c 
are host ing 
Poet r y Jam 
in the Cave 
Cafe.  This 
event show-
c a s e s  t h e 
musical and 
poetic talents 
o f  C a l v i n 
students, 
a lumni and 
some Grand 
Rapids locals 
as well.

“ I t ’ s  a n 
e v e n t  t h a t 
showcases the 
art of the spo-
ken word,” 
stated Nicole 
Parker, who 
works at the 
MSDO. “It 
shows us an-
other way at 
looking at po-
etry, and real-
ly connects us 
with the surrounding community.”   
“Poetry Jam is a national event, 

and the event helps bring students 
and alumni from other colleges. 
This helps to bring us together as 
a community and brings Calvin 
into a different light,”  Parker 

said.  This time, Poetry Jam will 
be hosting a Calvin alumna, 

Marcel Gamble, who is a pub-
lished poet, and the writer of the 
poem featured during Calvin’s 
Quest: “I Am A Man.” There will 
also be other known artists from 

around the area, 
including Azizi 
Jasper, who will 
be coming to this 
event.

   The event will 
a l so feat ure an 
open mic. Students 
can either sign up 
t h roug h a  l i n k 
found in student 
news, or they can 
just bring their po-
ems and read dur-
ing the open mic.

“I l ike seeing 
people come to 
life, and I love to 
see how talented 
t he y  a r e .  T h i s 
event is kind of like 
a platform to help 
students express 
how they’re feeling 
through their art. 
It is a relaxed and 
open atmosphere 
where anyone can 
break out of their 
shell. It’s really a 
wonderful thing,” 
said Parker, smil-
ing to herself. “It 
shows that we do 
have something to 
offer, and because 
of that, it becomes 
sort of a testimo-
ny.”

Original songs and po-
etry will be showcased through-
out the event. After Calvin’s Got 

Talent, this event will go even 
farther to bring out the artistic 
side of Calvin, and to show that 
Christians can both critique and 
create culture.

“This event brings Calvin into 
a different light for a lot of people. 
It’s a neat event, and I hope a 

lot of students will participate,” 
Parker said. “Because we’re host-
ing the event on Friday instead of 
Wednesday, some of the perform-
ers we’re used to can’t come any-

more. So it would be great to see 
some more students step forward 
and share their art.”

   

By Grace ruiter
news co-editor

Having conducted choi rs 
all over the world, Dr. 
Shangkuan, director of the 
Calvin College Women’s 
Chorale, speaks from ex-
perience when she reminds 
her choirs that “you never 
know what, when, or how 
people will be moved.”

That statement took 
on new meaning for the 
Calvin College Women’s 
C hora le  on  t he i r  r e -
cent spring break trip to 
California when they par-
ticipated in the Sunday 
morning worship of a 
Korean church in the Los 
Angeles area.

The Monday morning 
following that service, one 
of the men from the church 
sat down for breakfast 
with President Le Roy. He 
was a Calvin supporter, 
but this was the first time 
he and Le Roy met.

“I want to be a witness 
to the work God is do-
ing through the Women’s 
Chorale,” he told Le Roy.

He had been particu-
larly moved by the choir’s 
rendition of the Korean 
folk song, “Arirang.” He 
explained that the song 
was about not abandoning 
those you cared about. For 
him, it meant not aban-
doning North Korea.

He explained that with 
most of the food from the previ-
ous year’s harvest gone and the 
next harvest a few months away, 
many people in North Korea 
struggle to find food during this 
time of year. 

In the past, the people of his 
church had worked to alleviate 
the hunger by sending food to 
the North Korean people. But 

because this year has been so dif-
ficult for many North Koreans, 
the church worried that sending 
their usual gift would cause more 
fighting and suffering, since it 

wouldn’t be enough to feed ev-
eryone.

They had decided not to send 
anything, but the man struggled 
with that decision. After hearing 
“Arirang,” he knew he couldn’t 
abandon the people of North 
Korea. 

He told Le Roy that, rather 
than giving nothing, he had de-

cided to substantially increase 
his gif t to the North Korean 
people. This way, he hoped 
there would be enough food for  
people to share.

LeRoy had already been on 
the road for 10 days when he met 
with this man. 

He was starting to miss his 
family, but he says, “hearing that 
was a great way to start off my 
time in California.”

“It’s so inspiring. Whenever 
I see Calvin students using their 
gifts to do God’s work in the 

world it’s inspiring,” he added.
The girls in the choir were 

inspired by the story as well. 
Junior Elena Buis shared the story  
with her church.

“ M y  p a s t o r  a s k e d  a 
Korean member to pray for 
the people of Nor th Korea.  
It was really profound,” she re-
called.

Lyndsay DeGroot, a sopho-
more, thought it was cool to see 
how the music impacted some-
one.

“We don’t always know how 

our music affects people. I mean, 
we might never have known about 
the gift to North Korea,” she said.

In fact, the choir might never 
have sung “Arirang” at the church 

at all. 
The song isn’t a sacred 

piece, but before the service, 
Shangkuan asked the choir 
director of the church if they 
could sing it. Fortunately, the 
choir director said yes.

Shangkuan asked about 
adding it, despite the secular 
origins, because she hoped it 
could be a way of connecting 
with their culture.

“In my many touring ex-
periences, having my choir(s) 
sing a folk or traditional piece 
from the particular people cre-
ates an instant kind of bond. 
The audience or congregation 
appreciates a predominantly 
white choir taking the time 
and effort to learn a piece in 
their language,” Shangkuan 
said, explaining the decision.

But even she could not an-
ticipate the impact “Arirang” 
would have in that church on 
that Sunday.

“I offered it as a gesture of 
friendship from the choir, with 
no idea of the impact it would 
have,” Shangkuan said. “It 
is a vivid reminder that God 
works in ways beyond our 
comprehension and beyond 
what is normally considered 
‘sacred.’”

Freshman member of the 
choir Mandi Simmons echoed 
Shangkuan’s thoughts:

“If we create lines, [be-
tween sacred and secular] we 
limit our impact. We need to find 
God in the secular, too,” she said.

At every other church service 
and chapel during that tour, 
Shangkuan asked the same ques-
tion regarding sacred and secular 
music. 

Each time, the organizers said 
no to the secular music.                                                                                     

Women’s Chorale performance has global impact

Poetry Jam to showcase local talent this Friday

Along with others, local poet Azizi Jasper will also perform Friday.Friday Night’s poetry Jam will showcase the art of spoken 
word.

“Arirang,” a korean song performed by Calvin’s Women Chorale, had an impact on many who heard it.
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It would be a great way to reconcile the two sides of  
the city.

Rachel Johnson, “Removing the S-curve”

Love dirt? How about plants, hard work and fresh produce?
Are you staying in Grand Rapids for the summer?

The Calvin Community Garden may be the place for you!
We’re looking for two new summer assistants/co-managers. 

Pay will be roughly $1000 for April until November for about 
6 hours work a week (hours fl uctuate from week to week).

We would preferably like a student who just fi nished their 
freshman or sophomore year, willing to hold the position 

until graduation.
Apply here: http://www.calvin.edu/slc/opportunities/communi-

ty-garden-application.html.
For more information email Lauren Verstraete at ljv38.

BY JOSEPH MATHESON
Local News Editor

A growing group of local urban 
advocates are pushing to replace 
the S-curve of U.S. 131 that pass-
es directly through downtown 
Grand Rapids with something 
more sustainable, aesthetically 
pleasing and economically ben-
eficial ahead of a long-term plan-
ning session by the Michigan 
Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) regarding the future of 
U.S. 131.

The S-curve was completely 
rebuilt in 2000 after serious struc-
tural problems were discovered 
in 1998. MDOT launched a con-
certed campaign to convince 
businesses that it would be pos-
sible to completely close U.S. 131 
for a season to rebuild it. Many 
businesses were worried that 
closing U.S. 131 would seriously 
affect traffic congestion and com-
mercial success in the downtown 
area, but MDOT convinced the 
public that it would be feasible, 
and in 2000 the S-curve was torn 
down and rebuilt.

Proponents of removing the 
S-curve cite a variety of prob-
lems with the structure. Cost of 
maintenance is one — the bridge 
requires periodic repairs. Another 
is aesthetic appeal.

“131 is an eyesore when you 
get 20 feet above the skyline,” 
says Mike Gessel, chairman and 
CEO of Rockford Construction 
Company, of the hulking concrete 
bridge across downtown Grand 
Rapids. “It is really a problem.”

A last potential benef it of 

removing 131 is the valuable 
riverfront real estate it could 
potentially open up. Depending 
on the method of replacing 131, 
as much as 2 million square feet 
of new land could be opened up, 

which some estimates suggest 
could nearly double the size of the 
central business district.

Removing the elevated high-
way would also mesh well with 
the Grand Rapids Master Plan 
for urban development, as well as 
the advice of many national urban 

planning institutes, including The 
Congress for the New Urbanism 
and Projects for Public Spaces. 
Many other cities have begun 
removing elevated highways, in-
cluding New York City, Boston, 

San Francisco and Milwaukee.
Options for replacing the 

S-curve include putting that 
entire stretch of U.S. 131 under-
ground, which would free up the 
most space but cost a prohibitive 
amount, or bringing it to the same 
height as the rest of the streets and 

turning it into a riverfront boule-
vard, which proponents compare 
to Lake Shore Drive in Chicago.

Proponents conclude that 
removing the S-curve would 
provide a major boost to the aes-

thetic and commercial appeal of 
downtown Grand Rapids, as well 
as promoting Grand Rapids as a 
center for urban development.

“There is all kinds of stuff 
that’s going on nationally with 
cities that are removing or re-
visioning their highways,” says 

Mark Miller, an architect with 
Nederveld Inc. “We could do that 
here. If you read about what these 
other cities are doing, they’re 
grappling with the same issues. 
We have to make this effort less 
about the car and more about 
people.”

The Michigan Department of 
Transportation, however, is not 
as optimistic.

“From our perspective, our 
cur rent funding makes [the 
project] virtually impossible,” 
says a spokesman for MDOT. 
“Unless the whole revenue 
system is changed, there isn’t 
enough money.”

M ich igan gover nor R ick 
Snyder has already been attempt-
ing to institute new taxes to 
bring in enough funding for 
MDOT to adequately maintain 
current roads, and given that the 
cost of remaking the S-curve in 
2000 was about $145 million, the 
cost of completely remaking the 
S-curve again would be difficult 
to overcome. 

MDOT had a difficult time 
completely repairing the bridge in 
2000 even with a surplus of funds.

Sophomore Rachel Johnson  
recognizes that any project would 
be costly, but is still in favor of 
renovating the S-curve.

“It would be a good idea to con-
sider because right now it divides 
the two sides of the city.”

Her proposed solution would 
be to put the highway under-
ground and to build a park above 
it, which other major cities have 
done, including Madrid.

“It would be a great way to rec-
oncile the two sides of the city.”

Removing the S-curve of U.S. 131 is under consideration for the future
Although any project would be costly, proponents argue it will pay off commercially and aesthetically

BY JOSEPH MATHESON
Local News Editor

Several medical marijuana 
dispensaries in Grand Rapids 
have been raided and arrests 
have been made as police en-
force a Michigan Supreme Court 
decision that medical marijuana 
dispensaries are illegal.

T he f i r s t  t h ree ra ids oc-
curred on March 6 at the Mid-
Michigan Compassion Club on 
Leonard Street, Natural Wellness 
Associates on Taylor Avenue and 
Purple Med on Plainfield Avenue. 
Law enforcement officials had 
long suspected that medical mari-
juana dispensaries were not legal 
under Michigan law, but weren’t 
confident enough to act until the 
Michigan Supreme Court decided 
the issue in February, according 
to Lt. Richard Nawrocki, head of 
the Grand Rapids police vice unit.

In the original raids, police 
took marijuana, baked goods 
containing marijuana, cash and 
financial records to use as evi-
dence in possible criminal inves-
tigations. Those investigations 
led to the arrest of Dave Overholt, 
the founder of the Mid-Michigan 
Compassion Club on Friday, 
April 5 on charges of delivering or 
manufacturing marijuana, deliv-
ering or manufacturing narcotics 
and frequenting a drug house.

Overholt’s lawyer, Richard 

Gould, said that Overholt, 55, 
turned himself in to police, was 
arraigned by video and released 
on a $25,000 bail. His a prelimi-
nary hearing is set for April 18.

“He doesn’t think he’s done 
or does anything wrong,” Gould 
indicated of Overholt.

Overholt demonstrated his 
unapologetic attitude after the 
March 6 raid, saying of the police, 
“They just didn’t want us to be 
in business. But we’re not doing 
anything wrong.”

Another arrest was made on 
April 10 of a person affiliated 
with the Purple Med dispen-
sary, according to Lt. Nawrocki. 
Warrants were also issued by the 
Kent County Prosecutor’s Office 
for two people, one affiliated 
with the Purple Med dispensary 
and one with Natural Wellness 
Associates. The arrests were for 
the same charges as Overholt’s, 
said Nawrocki, but he avoided 
mentioning the names of the 
individuals involved, as formal 
charges had not yet been leveled.

Although Grand Rapids has 
decriminalized possession of 
marijuana, it is not officially legal 
and instead only results in a fine. 
Grand Rapids law enforcement 
has opposed the measure that led 
to the decriminalization of mari-
juana and is currently challeng-
ing parts of the law. Distribution 
of marijuana, however, is still a 
criminal offense.

Police raid dispensaries

The current S-curve was revamped in 2000 following discoveries of structural instability, and 
urban developers are pushing for a further revamp of 131 ahead of an MDOT planning meeting.
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5“ ”Lauren De Haan,  “Iron Lady Passes Away”

Thatcher quickly earned a reputation of having high 
and sometimes harsh expectations.

BY LAUREN DE HAAN
Staff Writer

Margaret Thatcher, prime 
minister of Great Britain from 
1979 to 1990 passed away on 
Monday in London at the age of 
87. According to her spokesman, 
Tim Bell, Thatcher died of a 
stroke at the Ritz hotel after suf-
fering from dementia and having 
been in poor health for several 
months. 

The first woman to lead a major 
Western power in modern times, 
Thatcher leaves behind a legacy 
of principles that have come to 
be known as Thatcherism — the 
belief that economic freedom and 
individual liberty are interdepen-
dent, that personal responsibility 
and hard work are the only ways 
to national prosperity, and that 
free-market democracies must 
stand firm against aggression. 

Thatcher was born on October 
13,1925 in the small town of 
Grantham, Lincolnshire, 100 
miles north of London. Her fam-
ily lived above a grocery store 
owned by her father, Alfred, who 
was also a methodist preacher 
and local politician. Thatcher’s 
interest in politics began at an 
early age when she joined her 
father as he campaigned for alder-
man and borough councilman 
as an independent. Her parents 
raised her to follow the tenets of 
Methodism: personal responsi-
bility, hard work and traditional 
moral values. 

She won a scholarship to 
Kesteven and Grantham Girls 
School and in 1943, at 17, she was 
admitted to Somerville College, 
Oxford, to study chemistry. 
She became the president of 
the Oxford University debating 
society in 1946 and then gradu-

The “Iron Lady” passes away at age 87
ated in 1947 and earned her mas-
ter’s degree in Chemistry. She 
then worked as 
a chemica l re -
s e a r c h e r  a n d 
studied law. In 
1951 she married 
Denis Thatcher, 
a well-to-do busi-
n e s s m a n  a n d 
former artillery 
officer who had 
been decorated 
for bravery dur-
ing World War II. 
In August 1953, 
Mrs. Thatcher 
g av e  b i r t h  t o 
twins, Mark and 
Carol, who sur-
vive her, along 
with grandchil-
dren. Her hus-
band passed away 
in 2003. 

I n  1 9 7 5 , 
T h a t c he r  w a s 
elected leader of 
the Conservative 
Party and made 
history four years 
later by becom-
ing prime min-
is ter when the 
Conservative 
Party was elected 
into power. Her 
t i me i n  of f ice 
was marked by 
an unwaver ing 
determinedness 
in domestic and international 
policy. This resoluteness was 
culminated in one of her most  
f a m o u s  q u o t e s  s a i d  a t  a 
Conservative Party conference: 

“To those waiting with bated 
breath for that favorite media 
catchphrase, the U-turn, I have 
only one thing to say: 'You turn 
if you want to. The lady's not for 

turning,” she declared, to cheers 
from party members.

I n  t he  wor ld  of  pol i t ic s 
Thatcher quickly earned a repu-
tation of having high and some-
times harsh expectations. “She 
had high standards, and she 
expected everyone to do their 
work,” John O’Sullivan, a special 
adviser to the prime minister, 
recalled in 1999. “But there was 
a distinction. She was tougher on 

her ministers than she was on her 
personal staff. The more humble 

the position, the nicer 
she was.”

Thatcher’s politics 
and personality made 
her a controversial fig-
ure around the world. 
“Margaret Thatcher 
evoked extreme feel-
ings,” wrote Ronald 
Millar, a playwright 
and speechwriter for 
the pr ime minister. 
“To some she could do 
no right, to others no 
wrong. Indifference 
was not an opt ion. 
She could stir almost 
physical hostility in 
normally rational peo-
ple, while she inspired 
deathless devotion in 
others.”

One thing is cer-
tain, Thatcher’s time 
in office dramatically 
changed the course 
o f  B r i t i s h  p o l i c y. 
T hatche r ’s  agend a 
while in office was pri-
marily characterized 
by by harsh economic 
measures to strengthen 
the British economy 
which was sickened 
by inf lation, budget 
deficits, and industrial 
unrest. Her convic-
tions culminated with 
a revolt among her own 

cabinet ministers in her final year 
and her shout of “No! No! No!” 
in the House of Commons to any 
further economic integration 
with Europe.

Internationally she played a vi-
tal role in easing tensions between 
the United States and the Soviet 
Union. Thatcher’s first years in 
office were marked by a relent-

less hostility to the Soviet Union 
and a call to modernize Britain’s 
nuclear forces. In 1976 she gave a 
hard-line speech after which the 
Soviet press gave her the nick-
name “the Iron Lady.” Yet she 
was one of the first Western lead-
ers to start a political relationship 
with Mikhail S. Gorbachev, invit-
ing him to Britain three months 
before he came to power. This 
political relationship as well as 
Thatcher’s close relationship with 
former U.S. president Ronald 
Reagan made Thatcher a vital 
link between the White House 
and the Kremlin in their tense 
negotiations to halt the arms race 
of the 1980s.

In 1990, after 11 years of wa-
vering popularity, Margaret 
Thatcher was forced to resign 
after pushing through a measure 
that replaced property taxes in 
England with a “poll tax” on all 
adult residents of a community. 
The tax was intended to make 
everyone, not just property own-
ers, pay for local government 
services. In practice, the measure 
was manifestly unfair and deeply 
unpopular. In March 1990, pro-
tests flared into riots. Her support 
dwindled and she left the prime 
ministry. She remained forthright 
in expressing her opinions for the 
rest of her life. 

After receiving the news of 
Thatcher’s death, Prime Minister 
David Cameron cut short a vis-
it to Continental Europe, and 
Queen Elizabeth II authorized a 
ceremonial funeral with military 
honors — a notch below a state 
funeral — at St. Paul’s Cathedral 
in London. 

A statement from the White 
House said that “the world has 
lost one of the great champions of 
freedom and liberty, and America 
has lost a true friend.”

Margaret Thatcher was known as the “Iron Lady.”
WIKIMEDIA

5 dead as Christian and Muslim clash in Egypt
BY ALDEN HARTOPO

Staff Writer

Egyptian security off icials 
r e p o r t e d  a  c l a sh  b e t we e n 
Muslims and Christians early 
Saturday which left five men, four 
Christians and a Muslim, dead 
in a suburb of the city of Shubra 
el-Kheima, north of Cairo.

According to Reuters, the vio-
lence broke out on Friday after 
a group of Christian children 
were drawing what looked like a 
swastika on the wall of a Muslim 
religious institute.

CNN reports that the violence 
was sparked after Christians drew 
crosses on the walls of a Muslim 
school which angered members of 
the Muslim community.

On the other hand, according 
the New York Times, the police 
reported that clashes started when 
young Muslims drew inf lam-
matory symbols on an Islamic 
institute and local mosque. This 
led to a quarrel between nearby 
Christians and Muslims to the 
point that residents were wielding 
guns at each other.

“I saw the kids drawing on 
the wall after afternoon prayers, 
so I grabbed them and told them 
to remove what they'd just writ-
ten,” said Mahmoud Mahmoud 
al-Alfi, a Muslim resident.

Subsequently, Reuters reported 
that another man arrived and 
started to beat the children.The 
situation escalated when some-
one drew a gun and fired into 
the air, killing one boy with a 
stray bullet.

According to CNN, both the 
perpetrators and other Christians 
took shelter in a nearby church 
as angry members of the Muslim 

community tried to storm the 
building. Fortunately, security 
forces arrived in time to prevent 
them.

State news agency MENA 
reported that unidentified assail-
ants set fire to parts of the local 
church during the clashes.

The New York Times also 
reported the accounts of differ-
ent residents which included 
statements that the police arrived 
hours after the clashes. 

Other accounts reported that 
the violence was set off by feuding 
families and another stated that 
the fight began after a woman was 
verbally harassed in the street.

NBC reports that the town 
was quiet Saturday with a heavy 
security presence following the 
detention of 15 people.

According to the Jerusalem 
Post, incidents of Christian-
Muslim violence have increased 
since the toppl ing of Hosni 
Mubarak in 2011.

Current Egyptian President 
has promised to protect the rights 
of Coptic Christians, who make 
up 10 percent of the country’s 85 
million people.

In response to the incident, 
the President’s office stated that 
“The presidency ... totally rejects 
any attempt against the unity and 
cohesiveness of Egyptian society 
and will decisively confront any 
attempt to spark sectarian strife 
among Egyptian people, Muslim 
and Christian.”

In addition, Saad al-Katat-
n i, the head of the Musl im 
Brotherhood polit ical par ty, 
said on his Facebook website 
that “The sectarian riots which  
happened in El Khusus are 
unacceptable and grave; there 
a re  some who wa nt  to  se t  

Egypt ablaze and create crises.”
MENA also repor ted that 

Grand Sheikh Ahmed al-Tayeb, 
of Egypt's leading Islamic au-
thor ity Al-Azhar, sought to 

“preserve the national char-
acter which characterizes the  
Egyptian people, Muslims and 
Christians.”

Reute r s  re por t s  t hat  t he 

last bloodiest conf lict was in  
October 2011 when 25 people — 
most of them Coptic Christian 
demonstrators — were killed in 
clashes with troops in Cairo.
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By Maxwell Howard
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Shaping the city of Detroit

As a city in an abnormal position, 
Detroit is beginning to find abnormal 
(and wonderful) solutions. It is not only 
its financial structure that puts Detroit in 
a different category of dwelling, but also it 
is how the actual physical structure of the 
city was initially designed. Architecturally 
shaped by major car companies, the public 
transit of Detroit is unsurprisingly lacking. 

Much like the General Motors streetcar 
conspiracy reported in other cities around 
the United States (an event in which GM 
bought the streetcar companies of various 
cities and discarded of them in an effort to 
monopolize city travel), Detroit is a city in 
which private vehicles were, and still are, 
the main transportation. While this kind 
of transportation could be sustained in a 
prosperous city, it is clear that Detroit, for 
better or worse, is no longer what it once 
was. With the massive exodus from the 
city, Detroit is now inhabited by two-thirds 
of its intended population. It is now not 
only the architecture that has changed, but 
also the habits of the population. When we 
ask what these new habits look like, there 
is an answer.

It looks something like Cargotecture.
An architecture project forwarded by 

Shel Kimen of the Collision Works Project 
of Detroit has partnered with the Eastern 

Cargotecture, Eastern Market, and the Architecture of Community

Market Corporation in an effort to build a 
hotel comprised solely of docking shipping 
containers. Currently a prototype con-
tainer of the hotel is raising funds through 
Kickstarter and is scheduled to finish their 
fundraising by next week. If the prototype 
is well received, Collision works and the 
Eastern Market Corporation will attempt 
to go ahead with the fully realized plan of 
a 36 room hotel which will also serve as a 
public events space for both residents and 
visitors of Detroit. With all of the building 
details out of the way now, we can look at 
the actions Collision Works is taking as 
ones that are distinctly representative of 
Detroit.

Sponsored by the Eastern Market 
Corporation, Collision Works represents 
one of the many urban islands around 
Detroit. Like many other large cities, 
Detroit is divided into a myriad of dif-
ferent neighborhoods. Detroit, however, 
is different in the degrees in which these 
neighborhoods are divided. Unlike other 
cities, which have people and decent public 
transportation systems to fill the androgy-
nous gaps, Detroit neighborhoods operate 
as a series of socially independent islands. 
Just as the Eastern Market neighborhood 
is separated from the city by empty streets 
and houses, so is the rest of the city (i.e. 
Corktown, Greektown, Upper Woodward, 
Cass District, etc.) In this architecture 
however, Detroit is becoming a new city.

Instead of a cohesive whole, many of 

these “islands” act as their own land-
marks. While all are still loyal to their 
mother city Detroit, neighborhoods like 
Eastern Market are building themselves in 
architecturally unique structures like the 
Collision Works. Indeed, Detroit architec-
ture, like the Collisions Works, is increas-
ingly serving as community oriented work 
spaces. As Collision Works conforms to 
the social architecture of Detroit, the space 
and Shel Kimen invites the community to 
tell its stories saying, “The sooner you can 
invite people into the process the better. 
Now is a great time to collaborate with the 
community to create quality programming 
and creative experiences around storytell-
ing. What we learn here we will take with 
us to the hotel.”

In Detroit fashion, the hotel will serve 
to tell the stories of the Eastern Market 
workers, lead oral history projects about 
the Eastern Market neighborhood, and 
showcase local Detroit artists and their 
reasons for staying in the city. And while 
community is not a virtue that is specific to 
Detroit, it is a virtue that is often elevated 
in the city. Community is increasingly be-
ing built into the architecture of the renew-
ing city and shaped positively by what had 
initially destroyed the city. Maybe Detroit 
can never return to what it once used to be, 
but this does not have to be a bad thing. 
Detroit now has the opportunity to be-
come something new and, possibly after 
hard work, something stronger.

By Maxwell Howard
Features editor
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BY RYAN STRUYK
Online Editor

Four candidates will be vying for 
three cabinet positions on student 
senate this week, marking the only 
race in the 2013 election in which 
voters will not be able to vote for 
all the candidates running for the 
position.

A third cabinet position was 
added to senate earlier this spring, 
creating the three positions: vice 
president of public relations, vice 
president of representation and vice 
president of operations.

Two of the four candidates have 
prior senate experience. Jerry 
Grieser and Ansley Kelly were 

I have lived in South Korea 
my whole life before coming to 
Calvin College.  My parents are 
missionaries who ministered 
in Turkey.  Because I realized 
from my parents that God calls 
me to go to the Middle East, I 
decided to become a mission-
ary.  I hope that I can work in 
IGOs or NGOs and share the 
gospel. 

Sang Hun Choi

Korea

International Relations

selected as f reshmen senators 
this year and are hoping to move 
up the ranks. The other candi-
dates, Andrew Harris and Connor 
Schmidt, have not held a position on 
senate before, but hope to be elected 
at the cabinet level.

All the candidates except Grieser 
are running only for the cabinet 
position, meaning that if they are 
not elected to a cabinet post, they 
will not be on senate next year. 
But since Grieser is running for 
both cabinet and senator, if Grieser 
is not selected as a cabinet mem-
ber, he will be eligible to serve as 
a senator.

Keep reading for a short biog-
raphy on each of the four cabinet 
candidates.

I am a transfer student from 
Covenant College in Nigeria. 
I am the first of four children, 
so I am not alienated from 
responsibility. My aim is to 
respectfully take charge of 
situations. I believe that it is 
through determination that 
success is achieved, so I am 
willing to go the extra mile to 
get things done.  

Eresnara Utse-Oritselaju

Lagos, Nigeria

International Relations, Economics

I was born in Grand Rapids 
and spent four years here 
before my family moved to the 
Netherlands. After living in 
the Netherlands for four years, 
my family moved to Korea, 
where they currently live. I 
love to work with people, and 
it is through those experiences 
I thrive.  When I graduate, I 
hope to be an art therapist and 
an image consultant. 

Binny Chung

Psychology, Studio Art

Korea

I have attended school in northern 
Illinois my whole life. I have always 
loved to serve people and be the 
hands and feet to those around me.  
In high school, I  was in student 
senate for two years, and I am 
officially a nationally qualified 
student senate member through 
the National Association of Student 
Councils. After I graduate, I want to 
be a missionary teacher in Uganda.  
I want to serve God through serving 
and representing the student body.

Ana VanLenKhuyzen

Elementary Education

Palos Heights, Illinois

Connor Schmidt is a Japanese and strategic communications major from 
Dallas, Texas.

His platform includes making use of the many opportunities Calvin offers. 
“I don’t want to add anything immediately, but I want students to be able to 
use things that are already in place,” Schmidt says, emphasizing student gover-
nance committees as one opportunity he would like more students to seek out.

He also wants to make sure all student voices are heard. “I feel like Calvin 
has a really outspoken upper class of students,” Schmidt says, “But a lot of 
students don’t have the platform. I would love to hear the ‘average student’ 
be in a focus group.”

“I’m not going to make empty promises,” Schmidt says, acknowledging that 
many students want immediate change, but “that’s not how Calvin works.”  
Instead, he says “I’m really focused on working with what we have.”

Which is not to say he doesn’t have a few ideas up his sleeve. “An interde-
partmental softball 
league,” he muses.

S c h m i d t  i s 
campaigning on 
his accessibility. 
“I’m not a perfect 
person,” he says. 
“I’m not going to 
change who I am 
to fit senate. I’m go-
ing about this in a 
fun, authentic way. 
I just want to be 
open to anything.”

Andrew Harris is a sophomore economics and 
philosophy double major from Manila, Philippines. 
He plans to go on to law school and may work as an 
attorney or in writing and marketing.

“I love how easy it is for people to get involved at 
Calvin and how many opportunities there are,” Harris 
says. “I think Calvin does a really good job of trying 
to pull students into leadership roles.”

“I would love to see Calvin be a center of spiritual 
revival and renewal, but also as a place that produces 
solid professional workers,” Harris says.  He would 
also like to see Calvin continue its efforts to become 
a more diverse campus.

Harris’ goals as a senate cabinet member include 
rebuilding respect for student senate. “I want to do 
that from the ground up. My vision is to seek out 
student voices and really work towards things that 
will go to substantial change.”

Harris would also like to see more students in-
volved in student governance committees. Harris, 
who currently serves on a board, thinks student sen-
ate is a good platform to increase the committees’ 
visibility.

“I don’t want senate to be another fluff organiza-
tion,” Harris says, “but one that has substance.”

Ansley Kelly, from Edinboro, Penn., is majoring 
in literature with an interest in organizational leader-
ship. She was selected as a freshman senator this year, 
and hopes to return as a cabinet member.

Kelly’s vision for student senate is “to see it be an 
organization that students get excited about work-
ing with.” She hopes students would see senate as 
a place “where they can take ideas and those ideas 
will happen.”

“I think that the picnic tables that were recently 
installed are a perfect example of the kind of discon-
nect that students would like to see addressed,” Kelly 
says, hoping for better communication in the future. 
“I want to see a senate that is intentional about con-
necting with students.”

“We talk about being the bridge between the 
student body and administration,” Kelly says, “but 
I think we need to work on being a bridge to the 
student body.”

She has several ideas for how this would look. “I’d 
like to see senate do more polls and updates as part 
of connecting students,” she says, “more panels and 
more discussions.”

Kelly plans to campaign hard. “I’m hoping to con-
nect with a lot of people over the next week,” she says. 
“I’d love to have people talk to me.”

Four candidates for three positions

Academic Year: Academic Year: Academic Year: Academic Year:
SophomoreSophomoreSophomore Sophomore

Learn about the lives of the student senate 2013-2014 candidates for senator

are doing and communicate directly with 
students,” he says.

Many students who don’t actively follow 
student senate aren’t aware of their projects, 
and Grieser wants to change that. “I will 
launch an initiative within senate where 
senators will go to Johnny’s or the dorms or 
other high traffic areas and talk to students 
about what senate is doing, get student per-
spectives and opinions, and find out what 
changes students would really like to see 
around campus.”

Grieser also has ideas for new projects 
for next year. “I am planning on finding a 
designated area that can be open 24/7 for 
studying,” he says.

Meet this year’s candidates for student senate cabinet positions
Ansley Kelly

Connor Schmidt

Andrew Harris

Jerry Grieser is a public health major 
from Clarksville, Mich. He served this year 
as a freshman senator, and is now running 
for both cabinet and senate. After Calvin, 
he wants to be involved in healthcare or 
hospital administration. “I love the op-
portunities that Calvin provides for its 
students,” Grieser says. “I would really 
love to see Calvin keep making the students 
their focus and keep investing in things that 
enrich the students’ lives.”

Grieser has a students-first approach 
to student senate, and wants to greatly 
improve communication. “I want to make 
senate very transparent about what we 

Jerry Grieser

Biography compilation 
written by Kate Parsons

Student senate 
elections will run 
until Friday, April 

12 at 5 p.m.
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It is utterly uninterested in making its profound points 
with words. This is a film for the body, for the eyes and for
the amygdala. 

Jon Hielkema, “Redline”

BY JON HIELKEMA
Staff Writer

Action films, almost to a one, 
take a cavalier approach to the 
conventions of physics, warping 
what we know about the natural 
world to amplify the thrills and 
pleasures of movement. Logical 
complaints, I believe, normally 
arise when the craft of the film 
is sub par. If a film is working 
correctly, the impossible seems 
tantalizingly possible.

When deal-
i ng w it h i m-
plausibilities 
with as much 
brazen attitude 
a s  J a p a n e s e 
r a c i n g  f i l m 
“Redline” 
does ,  exec u-
t ion is every-
thing. Luckily, 
Takeshi Koike 
and the artists at 
Madhouse were 
up to the chal-
lenge, laboring 
for seven years 
of production 
before releas-
ing their manic 
brainchi ld to 
Japanese the-
a t r e s  i n  l a t e 
2010. 

“Redline” follows “Sweet” 
JP, an expert race car driver 
with a fabulous duck-tail hairdo 
and a history of race-fixing, and 
his participation in the Redline. 
Redline is the most prestigious 
and popular race in the galaxy, 
and beings from all over space 
are congregating on Roboworld 
to compete for the checkered 
f lag. This would be enough of 
a premise for most racing films. 
Layered into this, however, is the 
fact that Roboworld’s govern-
ment, concerned with the secrecy 
of its illegal weapons projects, has 
forbidden the race from taking 

place on their soil. Disregarding 
such formalities, JP and the other 
racers flock to this hostile planet 
anyway.

There are other plot elements 
in play, including a romantic sub-
plot involving JP and Sonoshee, 
a determined, driven woman he 
met in childhood. JP also has 
a close but troubled relation-
ship with longtime friend and 
mechanic Frisbee, who has sold 
out their team to the mob, fixing 
races for gambling purposes. The 
major plot threads are all resolved 

largely how one would expect 
them to be, but to concern oneself 
with these details would be to 
miss the point.

The point is, of course, action. 
Those who have seen Koike’s pre-
vious film, the hyperactive “Dead 
Leaves,” might be prepared for 
the calibre of kinetic frenzy you 
find in “Redline.“ Whether one 
has seen the director’s work be-
fore or not, however, one has to 
recognize that the film is one of 
the most beautiful works of visual 
art put to film in the last decade, 
and all of it hand-drawn. Shadows 
are cast in deep unbroken blacks, 
frames bulge and heave with 

lifelike, highly varied designs. 
The animation is polished to a 
point of near-f lawlessness. The 
film begins and ends with two 
extended racing sequences that 
are genuinely thrilling, exploit-
ing the medium to produce jaw-
dropping displays of automotive 
fetishization and racing prowess. 
Every character is imbued with 
a sketch’s worth of personality 
in the script, with the design and 
animation work bringing them 
to startling life. “Redline,” for all 
its conceptual simplicity, ends up 

being difficult to de-
scribe because all of 
its cardinal virtues 
have to be seen or 
heard.

Accompanying 
a l l  of the aston-
ishing visuals is a 
solid sound design 
scheme. Most of the 
music is vaguely fu-
turistic electronica, 
of te n composed 
to suit particular 
characters. As for 
the sounds of cars 
crashing, engines 
burning, tires skid-
ding, crowds cheer-
ing and missiles ex-
ploding? They only 
compound and en-
able the visuals to 

carry their maximum impact. 
“Redline” is an action film 

that escapes cliche, a canvas for 
its designers to slather our eyes 
in eroticized vehicular designs 
and stunningly imaginative alien 
creatures, machines and land-
scapes. With a wiry script that 
serves as a mere skeleton to the 
onscreen action, it is utterly un-
interested in making its profound 
points with words. This is a film 
for the body, for the eyes and for 
the amygdala. Please try to watch 
it on the largest screen with the 
best, loudest speakers you can 
find. You’ll be doing yourself
a favor.

BY SIERRA SAVELA
Staff Writer

May 26, 2013 marks the glo-
rious day that the Emmy award 
winning sitcom, “Arrested 
Development,” will return to 
our screens. After almost one 
and a half years of anticipation, 
the release date was finally an-
nounced last week. For those 
who don’t know, the show 
ended quite suddenly in 2006 
after its third season despite 
its undeniable genius, cun-
ning humor and plans of being 
moved from Fox to Showtime. 

I n  a n  i n t e r v i e w  f o r 
Entertainment Weekly, cre-
ator Mitchell Hurwitz decided 
to bring the show to a close, 
saying, “In truth, I had taken 
it as far as I felt I could as a 
series. I told the story I wanted 
to tell, and we were getting to 
a point where I think a lot of 
the actors were ready to move 
on. My instinct was that it was 
over when Fox pulled the plug. 
I considered continuing the 
show because I felt I owed that 
to the fans. ... I’m more worried 
about letting down the fans 
in terms of the quality of the 
show dropping for whatever 
reason, because it’s certainly 
not a large fan base ...” 

Well, the fan base has defi-
nitely grown since then. More 
and more people are discov-
ering and rediscovering this 
absurdly amusing series with 
the good news of its return. 

Arrested Development fol-
lows the life of Michael Bluth 
(Jason Bateman) one of the 
only seemingly normal mem-
bers of his high society family. 
He has no choice but to stay 
and run his father’s, Oscar 
Bluth (Jeffery Tambor), busi-
ness after he is arrested for 
illegal business practices. The 

BY CHRISTIAN BECKER
Staff Writer

When one thinks of people 
involved with movies, the first 
who come to mind are the actors, 
directors and screenwriters. Their 
glamorous lives are exposed in 
the press and people look up to 
them in various ways, deservedly 
or not.  Rarely, though, does a 
film critic come to mind or leave 
such a noticeable footprint on the 
film world.

 But this past week, the world 
lost somebody who did.  Roger 
Ebert’s death was a long time 
coming to most who followed 
his life. He had battled cancer for 
years and spent a good portion of 
his adult life in and out of hospi-
tals. Two days before his death, he 
released a statement saying that 
he would not be reviewing films 
on a regular basis like he used 
to. Instead, his former television 
partner, Richard Roeper, and a 
selection of other critics would be 
taking over his site while he took 
a long leave of absence to recover 
from his illness. Within a couple 
days of this statement, on April 
4,, 2013, Roger Ebert passed away 
at the age of 70. 

Now, you may be thinking 
how silly it is to praise and re-
member the life of a man who 
made a living from watching and 
writing about movies. Not often 
are film critics talked about and 
referenced as much as he is, but 
it seems that Ebert’s death has at 
the same caliber as one of an actor 
or athlete — at least in his sphere 
of influence.  

audience watches as the fam-
ily has to deal with losing its 
wealth and discovering how the 
real world functions. Despite its 
seemingly serious and morbid 
storyline, the show is filled with 
well-played, idiotic, humorous 
characters that the fans grow to 
love in the face of their unpleasing 
traits and annoying habits. There 
are endless amounts of ridiculous 
scenarios, inside jokes and guest 
stars playing bizarre recurring 
characters.

It is hard to believe that such 
a well-rounded and entertain-
ing show couldn’t even make it 
to a fourth season. The truth is, 
despite its internal success, the 
show really did have a small fan 
base and it ran at a time before 
DVR viewership was counted 
or considered. I would also ar-
gue that the humor was a bit 
ahead of its time. I think that 
with the evidence of a small fan 
base, the humor was limited to 
a specific audience that enjoyed 
it. But television has changed 
since then, and I believe that the 
“Arrested Development” style 
humor is more mainstream and 
can have a similar feel as shows 
like “30 Rock” or “Flight of the 
Concords.”

Anyone who gives this cult 
show a chance will most likely 
find themselves instantly hooked. 
Its writing and delivery is some 
of the best I have ever seen on 
television. The entire series is on 
Netflix or Hulu Plus for those who 
wish to jump on the bandwagon 
before the new season is released. 
And for those who have enjoyed it 
once, twice, or maybe fifty times 
before, I encourage you to watch 
the series again because it is 
something you can never get tired 
of. There are always new things 
to notice and new jokes to laugh 
about. “Arrested Development’s” 
15-episode season will be released 
all at once on Netflix on May 26.  

This can be explained in one 
sentence. Roger Ebert didn’t just 
love film, he was film. Ebert gave 
mainstream movie criticism as 
voice and changed the way all 
films could be looked at, no mat-
ter how good or bad. He had a 
long time career writing for the 
Chicago Sun Times, but it was his 
television show, 
“At The Movies” 
that put him and 
his co-host Gene 
Siskel on the map. 
“At The Movies” 
first aired in 1982 
and was a movie 
c r it ic i sm show 
in which Siskel 
and Ebert would 
review whatever 
film had come out 
that weekend and 
wou ld  ex pre s s 
their thoughts and 
debate each other 
for a few sol id 
minutes. 

This show put 
mov ie  d i s c u s -
sions on the map. 
Not only did they 
write reviews on 
what they thought 
about f ilms, but 
also they made a 
fun and respected 
televisions show 
that impressed 
upon people how 
culturally impor-
tant and relevant 
these films may or may not be. 
This opened all sorts of doors for 
people everywhere to view film, 
not just as entertainment, but 

also as an art form that was just 
as important to society as paint-
ings, novels and music. Siskel and 
Ebert never viewed themselves 
as television celebrities, even 
though people would treat them 
as such. Instead, they looked at 
themselves as nothing more than 
just avid film lovers who lived and 

breathed like everyone else. 
When asked about why he 

loved movies so much, Ebert re-
sponded with, “If a movie is really 

working, you forget for two hours 
your Social Security number and 
where your car is parked. You are 
having a vicarious experience. 
You are identifying, in one way 
or another, with the people on 
the screen.”

Even after Siskel’s death in 
1999, Ebert never took a break. 

He continued to 
discuss and debate 
film with various 
other critics with 
the hope of carry-
ing out more and 
more conversa-
tions that would 
engage us in this 
moving art form. 
His new co-host, 
Richard Roeper, 
who also wrote 
for the Chicago 
Sun Times, came 
on as Ebert’s new 
counterpart in a 
new and improved 
w o r l d  o f  f i l m 
criticism. This is 
also when I per-
sonally began to 
watch the show. 
There wouldn’t be 
a movie released 
where I wouldn’t 
check out what 
t hese  t wo me n 
thought about it. 
I’d eagerly wait the 
result of the clas-
sic “Thumbs Up/
Thumbs Down” 

rating system that was coined by 
Roger Ebert when he first started 
the show. I would grab the news-
paper every Friday morning to see 

Legendary film critic Roger Ebert dies at age 70
what the latest words from Ebert 
were about the films I would be 
seeing that night.  I even got in-
spired by them to write my own 
reviews and they made me think 
through some of my favorite mov-
ies and why I loved them. Ask any 
film critic or person who enjoys 
writing about film who inspired 
them; it’s more than likely that 
they will say “Roger Ebert.” 

As a critic, but also an author, 
Ebert put a lot of humor into his 
work that made seeing even ter-
rible movies entertaining. His col-
leagues would often say “Roger 
loved movies, even when he hated 
them.”  He had movie yearbooks 
published every year as an up-
dated guide to all of his reviews 
and even published a “what not to 
see” guide of sorts entitled “Your 
Movie Sucks.” 

Ebert’s death brought out a lot 
of emotions from anyone who 
enjoys movies as an art form. 
To most, he was the voice of the 
movies. He was an icon that made 
film criticism what it is today 
and opened the doors to many 
other areas in multimedia film 
journalism. 

As I read his final words posted 
on his website, the last sentence 
still lingers within me: “So on 
this day of reflection I say again, 
thank you for going on this jour-
ney with me. I’ll see you at the 
movies.”  

The world has lost a visionary 
and a creative and generous spirit 
who touched so many people all 
over the world. As Ebert would 
say at the end of each episode of 
“At The Movies,” “the balcony is 
now closed.”

‘Redline’ sights and sounds dazzle ‘Arrested’ brought back
There’s always money in the banana stand!

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

FILE PHOTO

Roger Ebert circa 1970. Ebert changed the way both critics 
and everyday moviegoers engaged with fi lm.
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We showed a lot of  heart and determination out there, even on a very 
tough day. That showed what the Knights are made of.

Brian Diemer, “Knights do well at MSU”

Friday, April 12

Sof tbal l at home versus 
Finlandia at 3:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 13

Women’s lacrosse at home 
versus Trine at 1 p.m.

Women’s tennis at home 
versus Adrian at 1 p.m.

Baseball at home versus 
Adrian at 2 p.m.

Knights schedule

BY JESS KOSTER
Sports Editor

Tennis junior Loukas Peterson 
sat down with sports editor Jess 
Koster to talk about tennis’ recent 
upset of Kalamazoo as well as 
other things. Peterson contrib-
uted to that victory by winning 
second doubles with his partner 
Brian DeMaagd. This is hot seat:

Koster: Tell us about yourself, 
how old are you?

Peterson: I’m 21.
Where are you from?
I ’ m  f r o m  B r e n t w o o d , 

Tennessee, which is close to 
Nashville.

How many siblings do you 
have?

Five. Because of step-parents, I 
have one older biological sibling, 
and then one sibling who is my 
age who is a step-
brother, and half-sib-
lings who are 18, 16 
and a four-year-old. 

What is your ma-
jor?

I am a mathemat-
ics major and I have a 
studio arts minor and 
a writing minor.

What brought you 
to Calvin?

The fact that it’s 
a smal l Chr ist ian 
school where I could 
play ten n i s  away 
from home.

What first got you 
interested in tennis?

My dad played D-I tennis at 
BYU for four years like 40 years 
ago, so there’s that.

What’s the best part about 
playing tennis?

The trips with the team.
What is your best tennis 

memory?
When we made history beating 

Kalamazoo a week ago. That’d 
be the best.

What are your interests be-
sides tennis?

I’m a nerd. I like a lot of comic 
books and card games and DND 
and stuff like that.

What is your favorite color?
Green, no questions asked.
Favorite music?
My favorite band of all time is 

Rise Against.
Favorite book?
“Harry Potter and the Order of 

the Phoenix”
Favorite movie?

Lion King
Favorite sports team?
Kansas City Chiefs
What do you hope to do when 

you grow up?
Be a novelist.
What were some of your 

greatest tennis accomplishments 
before coming to college?

My team won state my senior 
year of high school.

How hard was it to adjust 
to college tennis coming out of 
high school?

College tennis is a lot harder 
than high school tennis. I didn’t 
realize how much of a jump it was 
going to be.

What advice do you have for 
younger players?

Play a lot of matches, don’t 
worry so much about practice.

If you had to pick one person, 
historical or living to have lunch 

with, who would it be?
That’s a really tough question 

because there are so many people. 
I don’t wanna give a boring an-
swer. I’ll just say Jesus because 
that would be cool.

Describe one of your most 
embarrassing moments.

At a tennis match, I closed a 
gate on my leg and got a huge 
scar up it because I just cut myself 
when I was trying to walk out. It 
was pretty pathetic.

Describe a perfect day.
No tennis. A day without prac-

tice I should say. 
Do you prefer cats or dogs?
Dogs.
Best Calvin dorm?
NVW. Not that I lived there or 

anything.
What is one thing you cannot 

survive without?
Candy.
If you were stranded on a 

Ju za ,  t h row i ng  a  one -h i t -
t e r ,”  s a y s  C o k ,  “ T h a t  i s 
awfully impressive at the col-
lege level. When his stuff is on 
a n d  h e  i s  c o n f i d e n t  i n 
h i m s e l f  h e  i s  a  f o r c e 
to  be  reckoned w it h.  Li ke 
Benny, it has been great to see 
Juza g row as a ba l l  player 
a nd rea l ly  cont r ibut i ng to 
the team.”

Despite being thei r th i rd 
double-header of the week, 
the bats d idn’t s top for the 
Knights as they took down 
K a l a m a z o o  t w i c e  a g a i n 
on Saturday.

“I t  wa s  good to  see  t he 
bat s come a l ive th i s  week, 
put t ing up nine r uns on 10 
hits the f irst game on Friday 
and 11 runs on 15 hits,” says 
junior Kyle Spoelma, “We are 
looking forward to keep the bats 
hot going into the Adrian series 
next week.”

Cok f inished his phenome-
nal week at the plate for the 
Knights with a three-run homer 
to left field during the first game. 
Spoelma drove in a pair of runs 
the second game while freshman 
Jalen Bouma drove in three runs.

desert island, which of your 
teammates would you eat 
first?

Probably Tom Griffin. He’s 
got the most meat on him.

Commons or Knollcrest?
Uppercrest.
Do you prefer long walks 

on the beach or quiet candle-
light dinner?

Long walks on the beach.
What would I find in your 

refrigerator right now?
Eggs expired on Jan. 13 and 

celery that’s brown.
What is the last book you 

read?
Cloud Atlas.
If you could trade places 

with any other person for a 
week, famous or not, living or 
dead, real or fictional, with 
whom would it be?

Roger Federer.
What is the last 

movie you went 
to see?

Uhh, Argo.
If Hollywood 

m a d e  a  mov ie 
about your life, 
who would you 
like to see play 
you?

Jake 
Gyllenhaal.

W h a t  i s  t he 
best pizza top-
ping?

I don’t like piz-
za.

W h a t  c a m e 
first, the chicken 

or the egg?
The chicken.
What is your pre-game 

ritual?
I listen to a lot of music. A 

lot of loud music.
What are your thoughts on 

beating Kalamazoo?
I had actually just lost, so 

I was trying to get rid of the 
fact that I had lost and the 
team had immediately won 
after that. So it was a mix of, 
“We just made history” and 
“I wanted to win.” If I had 
won, we would have already 
won the match but I had to 
lose to let someone else win. It 
was exciting over all because 
we made history and I did it 
w i t h  m y  d o u b l e s  p a r t -
ner of th ree years, Br ian 
DeMaagd, so it  was f un. 
It was a really big doubles 
victory for us.

Hot Seat: Loukas Peterson
BY JEFF MEITLER

Staff Writer

The Calvin track team had a 
successful day at the Michigan 
State Spartan Invitational. The 
team was able to compete with 
NCAA Division I and Division 
II talent despite cold and windy 
conditions.

In the throws, senior Aaron 
Meckes threw 47.05 in the disc 
and 15.54 in the shot while fresh-
man Eric Jipping had a career 
best throw of 12.24 meters in 
the shot put. Freshman Haley 
Stadnikia threw 29.19 meters in 
the javelin.

“It was a good solid day in 
preparat ion for next week’s 
events” said coach Katie Dean, 
“I was impressed with the effort 
today despite the windy condi-
tions.”

Highlighting the jumps and 
sprints, senior Carissa Verkaik 
jumped 5’3” to place second over-
all. Sophomore Calvin Kuyers 
ran a 55.93 in the 400 hurdles to 
place sixth overall. Sophomore 
Eric Holstege ran well in the 110 
hurdles and the 200m dash and 
sophomore Breanna Verkaik ran 
well in the women’s 400 hurdles.

The men’s distance team was 
highlighted by senior Dan Kerr 
who successfully put away the 
field in the 5,000 meter run with 
a t ime of 14:43. Seniors Job 
Christiansen, Matt VanderRoest, 
and David Vandebunte finished 
fourth, fifth, and 10th. In oth-
er distance events senior Greg 
Whittle ran 3:54 in the 1500 
meter dash and junior Sam Kerk 
ran 4:03 to place fifth and 15th 
respectively.

Coach Brian Diemer had this 
to say: “We had a number of very 
significant performances. Greg 
Whittle in the 1500 in a 3:54 

showed that he has the range to 
get back to nationals and be a con-
tender. Dan Kerr showed a very 
strong tenacious drive against the 
wind and competition and to run 
a significant time in that wind 
is important. [Junior] Phillip 
Spitzer showed huge development 
winning his heat of the 5k with a 
strong mindset.”

The women had some notable 
performances as well.

Junior Alyssa Oram ran a 
personal best in the steeplechase 
placing seventh with a time of 
11:27.

“To run a personal best when 
the cold water had to be about 32 
degrees is impressive. She hurdled 
well, moved through the field and 
made a significant statement,” 
commented Diemer.

Junior Nicole Michmerhuizen 
won the 5k, taking and main-
taining an early lead over the 
rest of the field. Junior Rebekah 
Folkema’s first time competing in 
the 1500 was a “significant devel-
opment,” according to Diemer, 
and senior Kaylea Brase ran “a 
very strong race,” coming a bit 
short of winning her heat.

Sophomore Rachel Folkema 
returned from injury early in the 
season to run a 2:21 800m dash.

“We showed a lot of heart and 
determination out there, even on 
a very tough day. That showed 
what the Knights are made of.”

Next week Calvin competes 
at the MIAA Jamboree, which 
is worth one half of the confer-
ence title.

“It is going to be tough” said 
Diemer. “We are going to have to 
bring our best and compete with 
a lot of heart and desire. We are 
going to have to get points wher-
ever we can.”

Last year the men placed sec-
ond in the MIAA and the women 
took first.

The Knights plan to 
c o n t i n u e  w o r k i n g 
h a r d  a n d  c a r r y i n g 
on  t he  l i t t le  t h i n g s 
t h e y ’ v e  b e e n  d o -
ing so well this week 
i n t o  f u t u r e  g a m e s 
and reaching their goal of 
making it to the MIAA 
tournament.

“For us it is just about 
m a k i n g  t h a t  M I A A 
t o u r n a m e n t  a n d 
c o n t i n u i n g  t o  g e t 
better and playing our best 
bal l at the end of the 
yea r,” says Cok.  “I f 
we cont inue to bui ld 
of the s t u f f  we have 
been doing th is past 
we e k  o r  s o  we  c a n 
be a great team. Our 
overall record does not 
necessarily show how 
good of a team we are, 
and the way this team and 
hit and pitch the ball I have 
a lot of confidence mov-
ing ahead in conference 
and for the rest of our 
season.”

T h e  K n i g h t s  a r e 
scheduled to host Adrian 
Saturday at 2 p.m. at 
Gainey Field.

GRAND SLAM: Knights beat Kalamazoo with a one-hitter and granny
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Knights do well at MSU

Ben Wohl helped the Knights sweep Kalamazoo last weekend hitting a grand slam off this at bat for his 
fi rst collegiate home run.

PHOTO BY JEFF WOHL
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ETCETER A10 SUDOKU

C A M P U S  S A F E T Y  R E P O RT
4/1/2013
At 1:55 a.m., campus safety responded 
to a request from the Prince Confer-
ence Center staff to investigate a suspi-
cious person sleeping in the lobby. The 
subject was contacted and identifi ed 
and arrangements were made to have 
the subject transported to an area shel-
ter.

4/3/2013 
At 2:38 a.m., campus safety had an in-
teraction with 4 subjects sleeping in a 
vehicle in the KHvR parking lot (Lot 
#8). Two of the subjects were found 
to have been drinking and were tested 
and found to be intoxicated. Informa-
tion on the students was forwarded to 

judicial affairs for possible disciplinary 
action.

Campus safety conducted a room search 
in Beets Hall as part of an investigation 
for a violation of the student conduct code 
that occurred the previous night. An alco-
hol container was found during the room 
search. Information on the students who 
were involved was forwarded to judicial 
affairs for possible disciplinary action.

Campus safety took a report of unwanted 
contact from a student who had previ-
ously been instructed to stay away from 
another student. The violation of the 
no-contact order was referred to judicial 
affairs for possible disciplinary action.
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Acceptance of difference is not accomplished by affirming 
only a portion of someone else. It comes from affirming the 
whole of someone else. Ian Gackowski, Letter

From the
  Editor

#420: I actually like Chimes

Dear Editor, 
In light of Calvin’s financial 

crisis, the gay marriage debate 
and other campus related happen-
ings like the picnic table debacle 
and Calvin Crush and Calvin 
Confessions, I think that you have 
done a great job in your coverage. 
I thought the two contrasting Op-
Eds on same-sex marriage were 
awesome, and I really hope to see 
more like that in the future! It’s 
an exciting time to be a student 
at Calvin. Keep it up!

Elise Mathews, ‘16

No need for 
Calvin Confessions 

Dear Editor,
C o n c e r n i n g  C a l v i n 

Confessions, the idea behind it 
is a good idea; however, when 
I think of the word confession I 
think of repentance and forgive-
ness. And in order to have both of 
things a confession I do not think 
a confession can be anonymous. 
To confess something, we must 
own up to the fact that we are 
wrong.  And from what I have 
seen on (and heard about) Calvin 
Confessions does not do that. 
Yes — don’t get me wrong — I 
think there are some post that are 
meant to be confessions, but it is 
anonymous so the person who 
posted can still live in sin.

As for everything else that is 
posted, I do not think they are 
confessions at all. All they are is 
gloating and saying, “look at what 
I have gotten away with while 
being at Calvin,” and really just 
taunting the college. And there 
is nothing whatsoever redemp-
tive about a post that is just full 
of gloating.

So while this may be a step of 
encouragement because it is a 
place where we cannot be judged, 
I think that it points out the fact 
that we are far from perfect. If 
we were perfect, then all of these 
“confessions” would be confessed 
in the open, and somebody would 
own up to the fact that they got 
drunk every day for the one se-
mester that they were at Calvin 
and we as a campus would not 

judge this person. If we were 
truly image-bearers of Christ, 
then we would lovingly forgive 
them but also try to hold this 
person accountable about what 
was going on in their life. So yes, 
Calvin Confessions may be this 
great new thing, but really we 
should strive as a campus to be a 
safe place to confess things and 
we must be brave enough as a 
campus to confess when we have 
messed up.

Audrey Baker, ‘15

“Discussion” rhetoric 
around LGBT+ issues 

unhelpful

Dear Editor,
I cannot force myself to face 

the laundry list of Bible verses and 
Rick Warren quotes that accom-
pany last week’s article by Connor 
Sterchi. One could write several 
thousand responses regarding 
the interpretation of such verses, 
their current applicability to our 
society, and why we continue 
to emphasize them more than 
the overarching message of the 
Gospel.

Whether you choose to accept 
it or not, there exists a thriving, 
albeit small, underground of 
LGBT+ students and allies at 
Calvin College. These people, 
both closeted and out, are your 
friends, your suitemates, your 
professors, your admissions staff 
and even the people whose pic-
tures are on the very pamphlets 
that describe this college.

What individuals like Sterchi 
and, for the most part, the admin-
istration of Calvin College, don’t 
consider is the damage that has 
been and continues to be done by 
the nauseating rhetoric used with-
in this “discussion.” Someone’s 
sexual orientation is not a game to 
be played with. It is not a topic to 
be “considered” or argued over by 
others. It isn’t something that you 
can categorize neatly into a little 
box. This “discussion” is not a 
discussion at all; it represents real 
people who feel as though they 
are second-class citizens within 
the Calvin community. Students 
are paralyzed by the fact that a 
core aspect of who they are as 

individuals is being talked about, 
weighed upon, and discredited as 
though there was something they 
could do to change it.

Acceptance of difference is 
not accomplished by affirming 
only a portion of someone else. It 

What do you look for in 
a significant other? It’s a de-
ceptively simple and endlessly 
compelling question. As the 
eternal subject of men’s and 
women’s health magazine ar-
ticles and online relationship 
polls, this question garners 
dozens of different and often 
conf licting responses. For 
some reason, Twi-hards and 
rock climbers don’t seem to 
have the same tastes.

My foray into the ques-
tion began as I was planning 
a lesson for my ninth grad-
ers. We are reading “Romeo 
and Juliet” and — let’s just 
say they’re not nearly as en-
thused about it as I am. So, 
I’m doing my best to make 
it interesting by relating it 
to their lives. This is what I 
love about teaching English, 
anyway, so it’s coming pretty  
naturally.

“Romeo and Juliet” is pretty 
darn relatable to ninth grades. 
The eponymous characters 

are teenagers who fall in love, 
wax poetic, face relationship 
roadblocks, make bad decisions 
— Shakespeare really packs it in 
there. We’ve discussed whether 
love at first sight is possible, how 
to tell if someone’s love is genu-
ine, etc., etc. They’re into it.

But this week, I decided to ask 
them what they looked for in a 
significant other. As a reader, 
I’m skeptical that Romeo and 
Juliet actually like each other. 
They meet, hang out for a couple 
of hours, get married, get it on, 
Romeo gets banished, and then 
they die. It takes like, two/three 
days. Seriously. Are we supposed 
to be convinced that they actually 
know each other well enough and 
love each other so much that they’d 
rather be dead than separated? 
I’m not buying it. 

I decided to create a fun activ-
ity to help the students uncover 
what traits were important to 
them in a boyfriend or girlfriend. 
Students had $25 to “spend” on 
the perfect partner. I divided a 

big list of personality and physi-
cal traits into six categories. 
The traits I expected to be most 
popular (physical attractiveness, 
intelligence, sense of humor) cost 
$6. The little things (the perfect 
height for you, has a nice car, 
gives you compliments) cost just 
$1. Everything in between had its 
own price.

But as I tried to prioritize the 
traits, I realized I was putting 
them in order of my personal 
preference. So in the interest of 
creating a balanced activity, I 
crowdsourced.

If you’ve never used Facebook 
to gather a set of responses to 
some quirky question, I encour-
age you to try it tonight. Endless 
entertainment ensues. I asked my 
Facebook friends “What are the 
most valuable features you look 
for in a significant other? List 
them in order of importance.”

Now, this is by no means a 
comprehensive or well-orga-
nized survey. Fourteen people 
answered, all but two of them 
were between 20 and 25, and all 
but one go to Calvin. Just leave 
me alone, sociology and math 
majors.

I’d love to tell you that I got 
some super revealing and revo-
lutionary results. But I can’t. I 
got just about what I expected, 
which was actually reassuring 

(like, I’m not crazy for wanting 
these things!)

“Kindness” got the most first 
place votes and the most men-
tions. “Shared values” was close 
behind for most number one 
placements. “Humor” got the 
highest composite score (accord-
ing to my rough mathematics). 
“Honesty” scored well too, as 
did “passion” and “intelligence.”

“Physica l at t rac t iveness” 
was mentioned by most people, 
but only one brave soul listed 
that as number one. I totally 
expected this, but it still made 
me laugh. We’re almost all too 
proud to admit that physical ap-
pearance matters. It really does 
— don’t be ashamed. Particularly 
when we’re talking about ini-
tial attraction, looks are prob-
ably what 9 out of 10 people 
are drawn to first, whether they  
admit it or not.

I was surprised by “joy.” In a 
world where we can find some-
thing to complain and be negative 
about for every hour of the day, 
that fact that at least three people 
are looking for someone with 
a joyful and positive attitude is 
refreshing and a good reminder 
to look on the bright side.

Continue down the rabbit hole 
with me. All of this got me think-
ing about first dates. I’ve observed 
three of them in past month (all 

in coffee shops) and even been 
involved in one myself. It’s re-
ally fascinating to watch two 
people try to figure each other 
out. No doubt they’ve both got 
these lists in their heads: I want 
someone who makes me laugh and 
is considerate and, oh yeah, good 
looking. It’s really just like an 
interview. Both parties start 
with surface questions, until 
one is brave enough to probe 
deeper. 

Strangely, in all four first 
dates, two topics invariably 
came up: past relationships and 
drugs. I thought for sure those 
would be third or fourth date 
material, but no. Go figure.

What are we to make of all 
this? I’d say: stick to your guns. 
You know what you want (and 
don’t want) in a significant oth-
er. Heck, you know if you don’t 
even want one to begin with. 
Don’t let those gut feelings be 
overshadowed. Sometimes a 
first date is the perfect time 
to judge a book by its cover. 
Romeo and Juliet probably 
could have taken a page from 
that book.

Yes, you’re getting relation-
ship advice in Chimes. I don’t 
know what this world is com-
ing to.

-ajz

Letters to the editor comes from affirming the whole 
of someone else. Until the college 
and student body are capable 
of making this distinction, the 
Calvin community will continue 
to marginalize and pathologize 
a valuable group of individuals 

who are waiting for validation. In 
the words of my favorite fictional 
professor, “We must all face the 
choice between what is right and 
what is easy.”

Ian Gackowski, ‘12
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