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Each Mutemath show be-
ings with a ritual: the drummer, 
Darren King, duct-tapes his head-
phones to his head, wrapping the 
tape over his hair and under his 
chin like a collar he couldn’t get 
off his head. It’s a little bit strange 
and off-putting — there’s nothing 
cool-looking about it. But you 
know that whatever comes next 
is going to be wild.

And it was. Included in Friday 
night’s show: climbing instru-
ments to play other instruments, 
crowd surfing on a glowing mat-
tress, lead singer Paul Meany 
singing in the crowd (“You guys 
really like to hug it out”), the song 
“Blood Pressure” performed us-
ing Calvin’s very own organ, and 
countless jam sessions filled with 
tasty grooves.

T h e  s h o w  b e g a n  w i t h 
“Typical,” a classic from their 
first album that they often start 
their shows with. Allow me to 
make a confession: I think old 
Mutemath sounds boring com-
pared to their new material in 
“Odd Soul.” Obviously, the en-
ergy and technical mastery of a 
Mutemath show makes up for a 
lot of that boringness — but the 

music on “Odd Soul” is just ... 
better. In every way.

But a f ter “Typica l,” they 
jumped into all the music I love 
the most: “Pyritania,” “Tell Your 
Heart Heads Up,” “Allies” — 
they almost played “Odd Soul” in 
its entirety. The only glaring ex-
clusion I can think of is “Walking 
Paranoia,” which was easily one 
of the albums best tracks.

Hopefully no one in the crowd’s 
favorite album was “Armistice,” 
because they only played one 
song from it. Even though it was 
critically well-received, fans tend 
to shun it. A shame, really. It 
wasn’t a forgettable album.

On stage, they don’t orga-
nize themselves like a typical 
band; instead of being placed in 
the background, King is placed 
on the side, faced so that he 
can keep an eye on everyone. 
They didn’t perform as individu-
als; they performed as a group.  
Except for their new guitarist 
— he just stands off to the side 
and does his thing. I sort of feel 
bad for him, but maybe he’ll start 
joining in on more of the fun 
later on.

Sometimes during the show, I 
would stop listening and just let 
my heart flutter with the thought 
of how talented all of the guys up 
on stage were. In the alternative 

rock gen re, 
bands don’t 
often solo, but 
Mutemath 
does. Organ 
s o lo s ,  b a s s 
solos, drum 
solos, guitar 
solos — a l l 
f o u r  m e m -
be r s  o f  t he 
ba nd  k now 
what they’re 
doing. It’s a 
nice change of 
pace from the 
bands that get 
up on stage 
and perform 
their songs by 
rote.

They also 
like to meld 
songs togeth-
e r  —  m o s t 
of ten songs 
you wouldn’t 
expect, too. 
After Meany said, “Okay, we’ve 
got one last song for you, it’s called 
‘Break The Same,’” they proceed-
ed to play that song, and then 
morphed it into “Quarantine,” a 
seven minute romper that comes 
as close to hard rock as Mutemath 
will ever get.

Of the night’s surprises, Meany 

playing Calvin’s organ for “Blood 
Pressure” was one of the best. 
Obviously, as a lover of Calvin, 
I was overjoyed. But as a state-
ment about the band, the inclu-
sion signified something more. 
They f ill in the space they’re 
provided with, adapting to pro-
vide the best show that space 

BY PHILLIP VANDER KLAY
Staff Writer

Diving in her home pool at 
the Venema Aquatic Center, 

Calvin senior Samantha Klaasen 
had a great weekend of perfor-
mances at the Calvin-hosted re-
gional NCAA diving champion-
ships —- good enough to earn an 
automatic qualifying spot in the 

BY JESS KOSTER
Sports Editor

The men’s lacrosse team 
won its first game as a varsity 
sport Saturday, 5-4, playing 
in Def iance, Ohio against 
Defiance College.

The Knights had an early 
lead with goals by sophomores 
Tim Marco and Jonathon 
VanderLaan. Marco’s goal 
came in the f i rst quar ter 
while VanderLaan’s came in 
the second. Def iance then 
scored three goals to bring 
the halftime score to 
3-2. Defiance scored 
again in the third quar-
ter which would be 
their final goal of the 
game. Freshman D.J. 
VanderBaan scored an 
unassisted goal in the 
third quarter to bring 
the score to 4-3.

Senior Greg Boer 
tied the game in the 
opening minutes of the 
fourth quarter with an 
assist by VanderBaan. 
With a lit tle more than 10 
minutes remaining, junior 
Casey Harless scored the game 
winning goal on a feed from 
Marco.

After the win, coach Joel 

Kamstra said, “We’re real ly 
proud of our first win; it’s a great 
benchmark in our first varsity 
season and a win that will be one 
of many for the program.  Our 
guys played tough and we defi-
nitely earned it.  We’re hungry 
for more.”

Boer went 9-11 on faceoff op-
portunities. Fellow senior Adam 
Wiersma had 11 ground balls. 
Calvin won 41 ground balls to 
Def iance’s 26. Senior goalie 
Drew Sroczynski had two saves 
on the day.

“We played sloppy through 
the first half, but really pulled 

ourselves together at the end to 
get that much needed win,” said 
Sroczynski.

The Knights play again on 
Sat u rday at  Grand R apids 
Christian at 1 p.m.

can offer.
It’s hard to do better than a 

Mutemath show, and af ter a 
few weeks of sitting around and 
writing music, I’m sure they were 
ready to release all that pent-up 
energy. When they got on the 
stage, they were going to have a 
good time.

Band and audience commune at Mutemath

Mutemath lead singer Paul Meany is known for his on (and off) stage antics.

Divers move on to championship
NCAA D-III championships in 
Shenandoah, Texas.

Last Friday, Klaasen set a pool 
record with a score of 496.60 on 
the one-meter board. This score 
garnered her first place and an 
automatic qualifying spot in the 
national championship competi-
tion.

Then on Saturday, Klaasen had 
another brilliant performance, 
coming in second place on the 
three-meter board by only three 
points with a score of 482.60. 
Renee Jordan of Macalester 
College took first place in this 
event. Klaasen’s performances 
were so good that she will be com-
peting both on the one-meter and 
the three-meter down in Texas.

“Sam [Klaasen] was steady as 
a rock all weekend. She rose to the 
challenge and she’s got another 
three weeks to her collegiate div-
ing career as a result,” said Calvin 
diving coach Aaron Paskvan.

Calvin freshman Sarah Roth 
also competed in the regional 
event. Despite battling a foot 
injury and showing up to the 
competition wearing a boot, Roth 
took 14th place with a score of 
388.35.

“I’m really proud of both of our 
divers,” said Paskvan. “Sarah was 
battling an injury, but she refused 
to use that as an excuse and she 
competed hard.”

Lacrosse wins game

Klassen will compete in both  the one and three meter dives.
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The team won its fi rst game 5-4.
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BY SHARON DHAVALE
Guest Writer

Student senator Nathan Slauer 
and student senate vice president 
Josiah Sinclair are planning a 
promising project to enhance 
Calvin’s dining hall food options. 
They are working with the dining 
hall director to create a brand-
new food advisory committee.

According 
t o  S l a u e r , 
this commit-
tee will join 
other com-
m i t t e e s  o f 
Calvin and 
serve to “al-
low students 
to meet up 
with dining 
h a l l  s t a f f 
in a formal 
ma n ne r  to 
present their 
ideas to pro-
vide a more 
tangible con-
tact between 
students and 
staff.”

Slauer 
hopes t hat 
t h i s  c o n -
nection will 
provide bet-
ter vocalizing opportunities for 
students than ones currently be-
ing provided.

“The committee seems like a 
good idea and is a really effec-
tive way of coming to a com-
promise in terms of food. Many 
people will be happier,” Benedicta 
Arthur, a current freshman who 
was the president of the food com-
mittee in her own high school, 
said. Students like Benedicta are 
encouraged to see that an open 
communication medium is being 
created between dining hall staff 
and the student body.

“This way we know what 
Calvin’s students want and ap-
preciate,” Arthur explained.

Students on campus share the 

same vision as the student sena-
tors. Both students and the offi-
cers are eager to see a revolution-
ary connection created between 
the two sides.

Slauer and Sinclair are hop-
ing to begin the committee’s 
project next semester. Current 
project plans include introduc-
ing more international foods and 
specialized foods, such as more 
vegetarian and vegan options. 

The senators are also hoping to 
enhance the environment of the 
dining hall. The focus is “giving 
students an educational environ-
ment, too,” Slauer said.

“It is very important for stu-
dents to be involved in what they 
are eating,” Slauer said.

He hopes that the students’ 
involvement with the dining halls 
goes beyond food consumption.

Slauer also states that “there is 
no particular shortcoming in the 
dining halls,” and that the project 
was instigated because he hoped 
to introduce his passion about 
foods to the students through the 
committee.

“I want people to feel at home, 
and have their particular eating 

BY JUSTIN VANDEN ENDE
On-Call Writer

Shirley Hoogstra, vice presi-
dent for student life and mem-
ber of the president’s cabinet, 
apologized to faculty for her 
role in Calvin’s fiscal problems 
Monday night, saying that she 
should have been a better leader 
and that this experience has  
humbled her.

“I have been asking myself 
over and over what could I have 
seen, what question could I have 
asked,” said Hoogstra at the fac-
ulty senate meeting. 

“I wish I had known how to 
detect the problems that were 
happening.”

Provost and cabinet member 
Claudia Beversluis said the per-
sonal apology was well received 
by all she talked to.

“It was an honest and authen-

styles represented,” Slauer said.
The idea is to go beyond deli-

cious foods and cultural experi-
ences. It is to also add enhance-
ments to special events at the 
dining halls that just haven’t lived 
up to their expectations yet.

Students are voicing both eager 
anticipation and genuine concern 
regarding the planned project, 
predominantly in the food pros-
pect of the project.

“We need more vegetarian op-
tions,” Noah Reed said. He was 
excited to hear that the project 
encompassed emphasis on mi-
nority foods, such as vegan and 
vegetarian options for students.

“Any effort to enhance any of 
the dining hall options is wel-
come,” added Willard Noyes, 
who wants some form of a posi-
tive change in the dining halls 
food options.

“One of the main platters or 
hotline options could be inter-
national food,” Kyle Britton sug-
gested. He is just as excited to 
have a variety added to the food 
options.

However, students did have 
some concerns. Reed wonders if 

focusing on international foods 
or minority foods would cost 
him his usual plate of hamburger 
and fries.

“Would the general foods be 
compromised?” Reed questioned.

Concern is a lso being ex-
pressed in the food quality.

“We are concerned because 
we don’t know whether authentic 
international foods will be pro-
duced,” Britton said.

“What defines 
international 
foods?” Willard 
Noyes wondered.

Students are 
openly express-
i n g  c o n c e r n s 
about what the 
addition of more 
f o o d  o p t i o n s 
would mean for 
the quality of the 
food. For s t u-
dents, the issue 
seems to reside 
in the outcome 
of the foods that 
w i l l  be  i nt ro -
duced.

“ I  e n c o u r -
age it,” Arthur 
s a id ,  r e m a i n -
ing positive for 
t h e  c h a n g e s 
that Slauer and 
Sinclair are hop-

ing to provide within the dining 
hall.

“Individuals can join and 
volunteer. We are looking for 
students to be part of the com-
mittee,” Slauer said, readily wel-
coming students to get involved 
in the project.

The dining halls have a bright 
future waiting. Anticipation and 
uncertainty rests within the stu-
dents. Currently, the planning for 
the project appears to have a posi-
tive start and the senate officers 
are eager to launch the project. 
Students, student senators and 
the dining hall staff alike have to 
wait and see the outcome after the 
project launches, hopefully in the 
next semester.

Shirley Hoogstra apologizes to faculty for financial situation

 Student senate hopes to enhance the dining hall food options by working with a food committe.
CALVIN.EDU

Hoogstra’s apology is the first by a cabinet member.  The board of trustees has not made a statement.

Promising future plans for Calvin’s dining halls

tic comment spoken from her 
heart,” said Beversluis.

Hoogstra served on Calvin 
Col lege’s Board of Trustees 
f rom 1995-99 and has been 
vice president for student life s 
ince 1999. 

Hoogstra is Calvin’s longest-
serving sitting cabinet member, 
after the departure of Henry 
DeVries in November 2012.

This is the first public apol-
ogy made by a cabinet mem-

ber since the college’s financial 
challenges came to light last 
fall. Hoogstra said that the only 
thing she can do is learn from  
the experience.

“I am humbled by it, and I am 
regretful. And when you make 
mistakes or don’t perform as well 
as you thought, the only thing you 
can do is ask how can I learn and 
what can I do better.”

Cabinet member Russ Bloem 
shared some of Hoogstra’s senti-

ments.
“I have also giv-

en a lot of thought 
on how this deci-
sion came to be, 
what, if anything, 
I could have done 
d i f fe rent ly,  a nd 
what I have learned 
from how this has 
evolved,” he said.

Beversluis 
a g reed t ha t  t he 
whole of cabinet has 
been trying to learn 
from the experience 
of the last couple 
years, while also 
“acknowledging 
that it’s pretty hard  
to know what you 
don’t know.”

“ F a i l u r e  i s 
painful but an ex-
cel lent teacher,” 
s a i d  H o o g s t r a . 
“And I pledge to 
work harder and 
hopef u l ly  w i se r  
than ever.”

CALVIN.EDU



Campus 3CHIMESMarch 8, 2013

BY JULIA LAPLACA
Staff Writer

Accounting students ranked 
6th in 2012’s Certif ied Public 
Accountant  exams accord-
ing to the National Board of 
Accountancy. Calvin’s ranking 
is among mid-sized schools, and 
Calvin’s students also achieved 
the high pass rate of 74.7%, 
out-performing universities and 
colleges such as Cornell, Loyola, 
Samford, and Hope.

“Calvin's strong combination 
of the liberal arts and profes-
sional programs prepares our 
graduates well, both for their 
lives of service, after graduation, 
and even for things like taking 
the CPA exam.,” explains ac-
counting Professor Julie Voskuil.

Calvin students have always 
done well in the past, but 2012’s 
results are certainly better than 
last year’s. In 2011 Calvin stu-
dents came in 15th place among 
schools of a similar size.

Calvin students also did well 
outside of the “mid-sized” pool, 
or the group of schools with ac-
counting programs similar in 
size to Calvin’s.  According to 
the NASBA 2012 CPA exam per-
formance results, Calvin ranked 

in the top 40. This means that 
Calvin students are faring well 
among large, selective institu-
tions with accounting master’s 

students.
The percentage of Calvin stu-

dents who pass the test exceeds 
the national percentage of 54.3 
and the state of Michigan’s—63.8 
percent.

Professor Voskuil said, “These 
results go to show that Calvin 
students have a good work ethic 
and that we can compete with 
more selective institutions with 

master’s programs.”
The American Institute of 

CPAs certifies accountants af-
ter they have passed the “three 

Es”—education, examination, 
and experience. The CPA exam 
fulfills the 2nd “E.” The 14 hour 
test encompasses 4 sect ions 
including, Auditing and attesta-
tion, business environment and 
concepts, financial accounting 
and reporting, and regulation.

After passing the “three Es,” 
students are given a card proving 
their CPA certification.

Calvin’s accounting major has 
been a f lourishing part of the 
Business department for almost 
30 years with about 30-35 majors 

graduating this 
year.

O n e  o f  t h e 
department’s 
s t reng ths i s it s 
faculty. “The ac-
counting faculty 
is well-prepared 
academically 
and professional 
prepared because 
we’ve worked in 
the f ield before. 
We know the ex-
pec tat ions and 
goals of the field 
and can set those 
same goals in the 
classroom,” says 
Voskuil.

S e n i o r  E r i n 
Deckinga echoed 

this thought, “What I appreciate 
is that the majority of the Profs 
have experience. They can give 
applications they got from real 
life [experience].”

As she begins to gain prac-
t ical accounting experience, 
Deckinga explains, “It’s been 
cool to see how classes applied 
to the real world.”

Mike Fennema, also a senior, 

Calvin accounting students scored record-high pass rates on CPA exam

Mail and shipping services removed from campus store
BY KYLE RODRIGUEZ

News Co-Editor

In a continuing effort to cut 
costs due to the ongoing finan-
cial diff iculties of 
t he  col lege ,  t he 
Campus Store will 
no longer be provid-
ing mail services.

According to Tom 
VanWingerden, the 
manager of busi-
ne s s  s e r v ice s  a t 
Calvin, the posi-
tion in the Campus 
Store responsible 
for providing mail 
services at Calvin 
has been removed. 

While the store 
wi l l  cont inue to 
sel l USPS posta l 
stamps, any other 
mail and shipping 
options have been 
moved to the Mail 
and Print Services 
b u i l d i n g  a s  o f 

March 1.
“Students will still be able 

to drop of f their mail at al l 
dorm desks and will be able to 
utilize the US Post Office box 
outside of the Campus Store 

in the CFAC parking lot,” said 
Van Wingerden.

The Mail and Print Services 
building, on the north end of 
campus attached to the campus 
safety offices, is a long trek for 

most on campus students, but the 
functionality of the dorm deskies 
should fulfill most on-campus 
students’ needs.

The Mail and Print Services 
building is open from 8 a.m. to 

4:30 p.m. on Monday through 
Friday. 

Students will need a valid 
Calvin identif ication card to 
purchase any stamps, packaging 
materials, or shipping services. 

expressed enthusiasm for his 
major and department as well. 
He says, “I chose accounting 
because of the many job oppor-
tunities and how practical it is. 
It’s the best.”

According to the accounting 
depar tment website, 92% of 
graduates from 2012 and 2011 
have jobs and the other 8% are 
in graduate schools. Voskuil 
explains, “Calvin has a national 
alumni network that students 
can tap into when they want to 
get a job.” Calvin accounting 
grads are working in Michigan, 
Chicago, New York, New Jersey, 
Boston, and Seattle.

Freshman accounting student, 
Ana Barahona Reyes, explains 
that she came to Calvin be-
cause of other Calvin accounting 
graduates she knew. One was the 
vice president of a non-for profit 
organization and the other a con-
sultant at a local firm. She says, 
“They had good jobs and they 
were doing meaningful things 
in their job.”

“I think Calvin prepares stu-
dents to work well anywhere.” 
As an international student, 
Barahona expressed apprecia-
tion that her accounting major 
from Calvin would enable her 
to do good work in the states 
or abroad.

Accounting students ranked 6th in 2012’s Certifi ed Public Accountant exams.
GOOGLE.COM

The store will continue to sell USPS postal stamps, but other mail and shipping options have been moved to the Mail and Printing Services.
CALVIN.EDU

The #WeAreCalvin campaign is going strong. Submit photos of what you 
love about Calvin to the student senate Facebook page!
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It’s not soup yet.

Randy Richardville, “Money for Michigan roads”

BY BRITTANY BEEZHOLD
Staff Writer

Founded by Molly Clauhs and 
Chris McKellar in 2012, Grand 
Rapids Cooking School (GRCS) 
is cultivating an appreciation 
for the culinary experience for 
the Grand Rapids community. 
Grand Rapids Cooking School is 
a place to inspire the home cook. 
Partnering with the school, Kelly 
LeCoy and Clauhs launched a 
campaign on Kickstarter, an 
online funding platform for cre-
ative projects. The campaign, an 
effort to better equip and grow 
the school, was launched on Feb. 
6 and ended on March 6.

Clauhs has been working in the 
local food community in other 
ways, even before opening the 
school with McKellar. She owns 
the Silver Spork Gourmet Food 
Truck. LeCoy is the owner of 
Uptown Kitchen, the commercial 

kitchen and oven space where 
GRCS holds their classes.

Clauhs and LeCoy, already 

experienced food entrepreneurs 
at the age of 24, are passionate 
about educating the community 
about their food choices and pro-
viding hands-on experience and 
skill sets.

“The cooking school started 
as a side project for Chris and 
Molly. I think that GRCS is 
a wonderful addition to West 
Michigan, Grand Rapids and 
especially the Uptown neigh-
borhood. There currently isn’t 
another hub for cooking classes 
[in West Michigan],” says LeCoy.

“We exist as a way to get in-
spired in the kitchen. It’s an 
alternative to going out to dinner 
and a way to increase cooking 
schools and food knowledge,” 
says Clauhs.

GRCS emphasizes local ly 
sourced food and in formed 
food choices.

“The cooking school focuses 
on local farms and produces and 
promotes that in all of the classes. 

Not only are students learning 
about how to be a more confident 
home cook, but also how to sup-

port their local food economy,” 
says LeCoy.

Contrary to other forms of 

BY JOSEPH MATHESON
Local News Editor

Michigan politicians are at-
tempting to put together a 
plan to provide additional 
funding to road mainte-
nance. Lawmakers are 
hoping to raise nearly $1 
billion a year for Michigan 
roads, but they haven’t as-
sembled a comprehensive 
plan yet, and likely won’t 
in time to put it before 
Michigan voters in May.

Michigan currently lev-
ies a 6 percent sales tax, 
including on gas, but little 
of that sales tax money is 
used to pay for roads or 
bridges. Some fuel excise 
taxes are used to fund 
road projects, but on the 
whole Michigan taxes 
drivers more and has less 
money for roads than most 
other states, despite the 
fact that Michigan’s rapid 
temperature f luctuations 
make roads in Michigan 
higher-maintenance than 
comparable roads in other 
states with more stable 
temperatures.

“It’s the biggest public pol-
icy problem we have,” argued 
Michigan Infrastructure and 
Transportation Association’s 
Lance Binoniemi. “The general 
public does not understand that 
the 6 percent tax does not go to 
funding roads and bridges.”

Governor Snyder recent ly 
called for a plan that would create 

additional revenue by increasing 
general taxes on gasoline and 
diesel as well as vehicle registra-
tion fees. His plan would change 
the 15-cent tax on diesel and 

19-cent tax on gasoline to a flat 
33-cent tax, which could then 
f luctuate based on the market. 
This increased revenue would be 
used exclusively for transporta-
tion projects.The current money 
from sales tax would about cover 
the revenue Snyder wants to 
raise, but the majority of funds 
from sales taxes go to school aid 

funds, and diverting that money 
to transportation would leave a 
hole in the education budget.

Another idea that surfaced 
was an alternative proposed 

by Republ icans that would 
raise the sales tax from 6 to 8 
percent. This would raise the 
revenue for  t ranspor tat ion 
and avoid cutting into current 
sales tax money for education. 
To raise the sales tax would 
require an amendment to the 
Michigan constitution, which 
would require a two-thirds major-

ity in both the House and Senate 
and would need to be approved 
by Michigan voters at the ballot.

Lawmakers had hoped to have 
the sales tax amendment passed 

in a week, in order to get 
it on the May ballot, but 
it’s looking unlikely that 
they’ll be able to pass it by 
then, meaning they’ll have 
to wait until the next elec-
tion to put it on the ballot.

Several other plans have 
also been offered, includ-
ing closing tax loopholes 
to raise the revenue, and 
selling naming rights to 
various public programs, 
such as parks, bridges or 
offices, and selling adver-
tising rights on bridges.
The current hybrid plan is 
to raise gas taxes and pos-
sibly vehicle registration 
fees, eliminate the sales 
tax on gasoline and raise 
the sales tax on everything 
else. However, the sheer 
number of ideas presented 
is slowing debate.

“I think the fact we 
threw an idea on the table 
that hadn’t been fully vet-
ted before caused new 
people to bring new ideas, 

and actually we have more to 

culinary experience, GRCS offers 
classes for $55.

“You can take classes around 
town through different private 
chefs, at restaurants and other 
businesses, but there isn’t one 
place to go and find a variety 
of consistent classes taught by a 
variety of great local chefs and 
educators,” says LeCoy.

For Clauhs, her enthusiasm for 
cooking and quality food started 
at a young age.

“My mother and grandmoth-
er started a cooking school in 
Pennsylvania in 1990,” says 
Clauhs. “I’ve grown up in a 
family with three generations 
of passionate home cooks. That 
resonated with me and I wanted 
to offer a similar experience and 
resource for home cooks here in 
Grand Rapids.”

“The reason Uptown Kitchen 
exists is to give small food busi-
nesses a platform to get started. 

The Grand Rapids Cooking School emphasizes locally sourced foods and promotes the local 
food economy as a part of their teaching.

Grand Rapids Cooking School offers hands-on training in home cooking, and were hoping to 
raise money to improve their kitchen equipment.

[We] advocate for and contribute 
to the food culture in Grand 
Rapids, specifically by provid-
ing opportunities for interaction 
between food and community in 
our space. Cooking classes are a 
great way to do that,” says LeCoy.

The campaign closed on March 
6. Although GRCS did not reach 
their Kickstarter goal of $8,000, 
they were supported by 55 back-
ers who pledged a total of $3,946. 
The Kickstarter funding was an-
ticipated to purchase professional 
knives and cutting boards, small 
appliances, pantry staples and jars 
for storage. 

In addition, the funding was 
intended to make improvements 
in their demonstration kitchen 
as well as marketing and promo-
tional materials. But even though 
Clauhs and LeCoy did not reach 
their Kickstarter goal, they antici-
pate continued innovation within 
the local food community.

Used book sale near campus.  Low prices!
March 9 from 10-4, March 10 from 1-4

Cascade Library - 2870 Jacksmith SE (off 28th)

choose from now than we did be-
fore,” comments Senator Randy 
Richardville, the Senate major-
ity leader. “And so, to give all 
those ideas a chance to be looked 
at, I think this is going to take 
more time.”

It’s also unclear if Michigan 
Republicans will be able to build 
bipartisan support for the plan, 
especially since the sales tax 
increase requires a two-thirds 
majority. Democrats have ex-
pressed some concerns about the 
plan, and are worried that the 
discussion has not sufficiently 
included Democrats.

“If it’s a proposal that focuses 
on a sales tax increase, which if 
you ask any economist is the most 
regressive kind of tax you can 
possibly implement on families, 
it’s certainly not something that 
Democrats are going to be rush-
ing to support,” said a spokes-
person for Michigan Democrats. 
“I think they’re going to have 
trouble coming up with the votes 
on this.”

Although Michigan lawmak-
ers are motivated to raise revenue 
for transportation projects, the 
current proposals have not yet 
cohered into a single unified plan.

“It’s not soup yet,” admits 
Richardville.

One strategy proposed for raising revenue for Michigan roads is to sell space 
on bridges to private companies for advertising.

Grand Rapids Cooking School Kickstarter doesn’t get funding
The cooking school will continue educating the community without money meant for supplies

Plan to raise money for Michigan roads not likely to make May ballot
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5“ ”Lauren De Haan “Keystone XL”

The report was heralded by supporters and slammed by 
environmentalists.

BY LAUREN DE HAAN
Staff Writer

The debate over climate change 
in the United States was fueled 
on Friday by the latest report 
from the U.S. State Department 
concerning the Keystone XL 
oil pipeline — a 1,700 mile 
pipeline that would run from 
Canada to the Gulf Shore, 
bringing tar-sand oil to re-
fineries in Texas. The report 
finds that there would be no 
significant environmental 
impact to most resources 
along the proposed route 
and concludes that alterna-
tive ways of transporting the 
crude oil to the Gulf would be 
worse for the environment. 
The report was heralded by 
supporters and slammed by 
environmentalists. 

The Obama administra-
tion is facing significant pres-
sure from Republicans, busi-
ness and labor groups, and 
the Canadian government 
to approve the pipeline. The 
State Department stopped 
short of recommending the 
approval of the pipeline, but did 
provide the Obama administra-
tion cover if it chooses to endorse 
the pipeline against the wishes of 
many Democrats and environ-
mentalists. 

The dea l needs the State 
Department’s approval because 
the pipeline would cross the 
US-Canada border. The latest 
report was commissioned after 
the pipeline's operator, Calgary-
based TransCanada, changed the 
project's route through Nebraska 

thus requiring a new environmen-
tal analysis of that region. 

The Obama administration 
blocked the construction of the 
pipeline last year because of the 
environmentally sensitive land in 
the Sands Hill region. This initial 
rejection of the pipeline went over 

poorly in Canada, which relies on 
the United States for 97 percent of 
its energy exports.

The report says that tar sands 
are likely to be developed regard-
less of whether or not the United 
States approves the pipeline. It 
goes on to investigate different 
ways of transporting the oil from 
Canada to Texas — including 
rail, trucks and barges — and 
concludes that other modes of 
transportation would release 
more greenhouse gases that con-

tribute to global warming than 
the pipeline. The Keystone XL 
pipeline, according to the report, 
would annually release the same 
amount of global warming pol-
lution as 626,000 passenger cars. 
Two other modes were investi-
gated in depth and scenarios were 

developed for each. The report 
finds that a scenario that would 
move the oil on trains to mostly 
existing pipelines would release 
8 percent more greenhouse gases 
such as carbon dioxide than 
Keystone XL. 

Another scenario that relies 
mostly on rail to move the oil 
to the Canadian west coast — 
where it would be loaded onto oil 
tankers to the U.S. Gulf Coast — 
would result in 17 percent more 
greenhouse gas emissions.

The problem for many envi-
ronmentalists is not with the 
different modes of transportation 
but rather with the development 
of tar sands oil in general. “The 
State Department is overlooking 
the fact that the pipeline is likely 
to trigger at least 450,000 barrels 

per day of additional 
tar sands produc-
tion capacity,” said 
Stephen Kretzmann, 
e xe c u t ive  d i r e c -
tor of Oil Change 
International, in a 
statement. 

James Hansen, a 
Columbia University 
professor and one 
of the world's most 
respected experts on 
climate change, also 
issued a statement 
attacking the report's 
findings. 

“To say that the 
tar sands have little 
climate impact is an 
absurdity,” he said. 

“Americans are 
a l ready suf fer ing 
f r o m t he  c o n s e -
quences of g lobal 

warming, from more powerful 
storms like Hurricane Sandy to 
drought conditions currently 
devastating the Midwest and 
Southwest,” adds Daniel Gatti of 
the group Environment America. 

P r o d u c t i o n  o f  o i l  f r o m 
Canadian tar sands could add as 
much as 240 billion metric tons of 
global warming pollution to the 
atmosphere, Gatti said, a poten-
tial catastrophe that would hasten 
the arrival of the worst effects of 
global warming.

On the other side of the debate 
are Republicans, oil companies, 
and the Canadian government 
who argue that the oil will find 
a way to market with or without 
Keystone XL. Republicans also 
see this as a way to boost the 
economy by creating new jobs 
and lessening dependence on 
foreign oil as well as bringing 
down fuel prices. 

“The Keystone XL pipeline 
will make more Canadian and 
U.S. oil available to us — oil 
that will not need to be imported 
from unfriendly places,” said 
Karen Harbert, president of the 
U.S. Chamber's Institute for 21st 
Century Energy. Construction 
of the pipeline would support 
42,100 jobs across the United 
States, directly and indirectly, the 
review said. The operation of the 
pipeline would result in 35 to 50 
permanent jobs. 

“[The] report again makes 
clear there is no reason for this 
critical pipeline to be blocked 
one more day. After four years 
of needless delays, it is time for 
President Obama to stand up for 
middle-class jobs and energy se-
curity and approve the Keystone 
pipeline,” said House speaker 
John Boehner, R-Ohio. 

The draft report issued Friday 
begins a 45-day comment period 
for the public, after which the 
State Department will issue a 
final environmental report before 
Secretary of State John Kerry 
makes a recommendation about 
whether the pipeline is in the 
national interest. 

The Obama administration is 
not expected to make a decision 
until midsummer. 

Environmentalists have gathered in Washington to protest the Keystone deal.
WIKIMEDIA

Debate fueled by Keystone XL Pipeline report

Sequestration cuts deep into major sectors 

WIKIMEDIA

BY JOVIANUS HARTOPO
Staff Writer

A  w e e k  a g o  t o d ay  s aw 
President Obama sign into place 
an order for $85 billion in auto-
matic spending cuts within the 
US economy, marking a series of 
drastic cuts to government fund-
ing throughout the nation.

Only days earlier on Wednesday, 
the Republican-controlled House 
of Representatives approved 
legislation to prevent a March 
27 government shutdown with a 
267-151 vote, sending the bill to 
the Senate.

Famously known as the “se-
questration” or the “sequester,” 
the National Journal explains 
that the term refers to “$1.2 tril-
lion in automatic spending cuts 
due to go into effect over the next 
10 years, with roughly $85 billion 
slated for this year.” Moreover, 
the Congressional Budget Office 
predicts that the effects of the 
sequestration are expected to cost 
nearly 750,000 jobs by the end of 
the year.

Following a futile meeting with 
congressional leaders, President 
Obama declared that “it’s hap-
pening because of a choice that 
Republicans in Congress have 
made,” the Washington Post 
reports.

“They’ve allowed these cuts 
to happen because they refuse to 
budge on closing a single waste-
ful loophole to help reduce the 
deficit,” Obama added.

More not ably,  P res ide nt 
Obama referenced a “Star Wars 
term,” stating, “the fact that 
[Republicans] don't take it means 
that I should somehow do a Jedi 
mind-meld with these folks and 
convince them to do what's right."

With the looming furloughs of 
hundreds of thousands of federal 
workers, a Gallup poll reports a 

decline in Obama’s approval rat-
ing from 51 percent to 47 percent.  

The heart of the sequester 
has been an ongoing confronta-
tion between Republicans and 
Democrats to agree on a long 
term deal 
to reduce 
the $16 tril-
l ion  d eb t 
the United 
States has 
continued 
t o  a c c u -
mulate. 
T he te r m 
“sequestra-
t ion” was 
first phased 
as par t of 
the Budget 
Control 
Act of 2011.

A t  t h e 
start of the 
ye a r,  t he 
American 
Taxpayer 
Relief Act 
was passed, 
ending 
what many 
had feared 
w i t h  t h e 
United 
States econ-
omy “going over the fiscal cliff.”

With President Obama pushing 
for higher taxes and Republicans 
continuing to refuse this mea-
sure, the U.S. Congress failed to 
reach an agreement before the 
March 1 deadline.Unlike earlier 
this year, both parties refused to 
strike a last minute deal to save 
the economy from falling victim 
to the sequester.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Guardian,“Obama said a country 
like America should not be forced 
to run its economy making deals 
on a month to month basis and 
he is looking for a long-term solu-

tion: what he referred to as a bal-
anced approach, a combination 
of spending cuts and new taxes.”

As consequence of the seques-
ter, “the hardest-hit department 
will be the Pentagon, which will 

have to find more than $40 bil-
lion in savings between now and 
September, about 9 percent of its 
overall budget.” 

However the cuts are also set 
to reduce an amount of 5 percent 
for the budget of nearly every 
government department.

“Beginning this week, busi-
nesses that work with the mili-
tary will have to lay folks off. 
Communities near military bases 
will take a serious blow. Hundreds 
of thousands of Americans who 
serve their country — border pa-
trol agents, FBI agents, civilians 
who work for the defense depart-

ment — will see their wages cut 
and their hours reduced," the 
President stated in the recent 
White House press conference.

Hence the consequences of 
the sequester are being felt by 

public schools as the Associated 
Press reports that “about 1,400 
school districts serving roughly 
11 million children nationwide 
— including nearly 376,500 stu-
dents from military families” 
will be hit by the cuts that affect 
Impact Aid, the federal program 
that “supplements local property 
tax losses for districts that cover 
federal land, including military 
posts and Indian tribal areas.”

Moreover, nationwide an ex-
pected “10,000 teachers and 7,200 
special education teachers, aides, 
and other staff could be dropped 
as a result of cuts to federal spend-

ing on local education.”
In fact, countless others will 

be hit by the sequestration itself, 
including national parks. The 
National Journal reports that 
“park administrators in Yosemite 

National Park say the coming 
spending cuts could lead to less 
trash collection, which could 
lead to more bears at camp-
grounds.”

In addition, airline passen-
gers are expected to face longer 
delays. Ray Lahood, transporta-
tion secretary and Republican 
lawmaker, pointed to a $600 mil-
lion in cuts within the Federal 
Aviation Administration, effec-
tively furloughing thousands of 
employees.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  f o r m e r 
Re publ ic a n  Se n ator  Pe te 
Domenici and f iscal expert 
Alice Rivlin, “The president 
should call the senior represen-
tatives of the parties together 
to Camp David — or any place 
with a table, chairs, and no 
TV cameras — for serious ne-
gotiations on replacing the 
sequester with firm, enforceable 
beginnings of a comprehensive 
long-term debt stabilization 
agreement.”

In addition, after months of 
political silence, Mitt Romney 

emerged into the political spot-
light on Reuters, accusing Obama 
of “f lying around the country 
and berating Republicans and 
blaming and pointing, instead of 
striking a budget deal.”

Yet in the long run the political 
battles are far from over. By mid-
summer, Congress is expected to 
reach an agreement on the federal 
debt ceiling as well as finding a 
way to fund the government by 
Sept. 30.

In reference to the sequester, 
Obama stated that “this is not a 
win for anybody, this is a loss for 
the American people.”

Lawmakers on the hill have failed to steer clear of the March 1 deadline for the sequester. 
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On March 5, the real estate broker 
Mike Murray, who works for Collier 
International, announced to the press 
that three stores would be coming to 
Grand Rapids in the near future; name-
ly the two food retailers Whole Foods 
and Trader Joe’s, as well as the clothing 
retailer H&M. While the news from 
Mike Murray is not largely substantial, 
considering that on March 6 Trader 
Joe’s released a statement stating that 
a store in Grand Rapids is not within 
their two-year plan, the news has been 
met with a large amount of enthusiastic 
support. From a general excitement at 
the conversation to micro-blurbs on 
Facebook and Twitter, the majority 
consensus about the coming of these 
retail stores however is very positive 
with a few nitpicking issues; one of 
which is the placement of the stores.

Deriving from a mainly aesthetic 
concern, the placement of H&M is of 
no problem to many enthusiasts in that 
its future location of the Woodland 
Mall is an obvious and easy choice 
to make. The possible placement of 
Whole Foods on 28th Street near 
Cascade, however, has prompted more 
frustration out of Grand Rapidians due 
to the unpleasant and visually unap-
pealing landscape. But this is really 
only a minor concern: I assume most 
Grand Rapids residents would love to 

Whole Foods,Conscientious  
Urban  Planning, and Food Deserts

have a Whole Foods whether or not 
it was placed on a particularly ugly 
street. However, despite my relative 
uninterest in Whole Foods, I still do 
care a great deal about where we place 
our food markets.

Instead of the aesthetic concerns of 
Whole Foods we should be focusing on 
the financial implications behind them. 
The sentence that caught my attention 
as I read an article on the MLive Group 
Press website was this: “‘Both retail-
ers have stores on the east side of the 
state and are looking for locations near 
highly educated and affluent popula-
tions,’ Murray said.”

In this statement addressing the 
placement of Whole Foods, we see the 
kind of financial thinking we would 
expect behind the placement. And 
while this financial thought, that build-
ing businesses closer to higher income 
areas will yield a larger return, is not 
inherently bad, it should not be the sole 
reason for the urban planning of busi-
ness centers. What we should concern 
ourselves about is the placement of 
food centers so that more of the general 
population has access to healthy and 
reasonably priced food.

With this in mind, the placement of 
Whole Foods on 28th Street is not only 
about fighting the ugliness of a street, 
it is about fighting the food deserts of 
inner city Grand Rapids. Food deserts 
are  any place in which the income of 
the neighborhood means that fresh and 
healthy food is not provided within a 

mile of it and where the population 
does not have the means or money for 
readily available transportation. Such 
areas more of a problem in Grand 
Rapids that we might like to think, 
and what grows in the absence of fresh 
food retailers are convenience stores 
and fast food restaurants, offering the 
barest nutritional minimum. 

In Grand Rapids neighborhoods 
such as Heartside and Baxter, we find 
that the closest food centers are Grand 
Central Market (one mile and a half 
away with more expensive, specialty 
food items) and the Wealthy Market (a 
closer market, but with less choices of 
food). It is in neighborhoods like these 
that residents have not only anxieties 
about having enough money for food, 
but also the difficulty of ready access 
to food. So, in a way, we should be con-
cerned about the placement of a place 
like Whole Foods, but not in ways that 
first came to our mind. When we talk 
about Whole Foods then instead of 
talking about the ugliness of a street, 
which is a real subject to be addressed 
too, let us use this opportunity to speak 
of the social issue of food deserts as 
well. We can hope and we can plan 
for our future buildings of the grow-
ing Grand Rapids around our poor 
and needy — around people who need 
the help that comes from the financial 
investment and urban planning that 
comes with the development of busi-
nesses like Whole Foods and other 
healthy food centers.

By Maxwell Howard
Features editor
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This is a serious, comic, seriously-comic talent to watch. With 
routines this pointed and subject matter this potentially explosive, 
he has to be.

Jon Hielkema, “W. Kamau Bell”

BY NICK KEELEY
Staff Writer

Throughout television history, 
the behind-the-scenes changing 
of a show’s creative force has 
become a common occurrence. 
While some shows, like “How I 
Met Your Mother” and “Breaking 
Bad,” have had the same set of 
showrunners from the beginning, 
most shows endure a changing of 
the guard at some point during 
their run. One of the most recent 
shows to change hands is NBC’s 
“Community.” Last spring, NBC 
and Dan Harmon, the show’s in-
ventive creator, parted ways after 
creative differences. Harmon was 
replaced by David Guarascio and 
Moses Port (“Just Shoot Me”), 
with the new showrunners prom-
ising to retain Harmon’s zany vi-
sion. After the first three episodes 
of “Community’s” fourth season, 
Guarascio and Port have strug-
gled to live up to their promise.

“Community” tells the story 
of a close-knit study group at 
Greendale Community College 
and their crazy adventures. The 
group is anchored by Jeff Winger 
(Joel McHale), a narcissistic 
former lawyer who has grown to 
love his friends. Surrounding Jeff 
are his on-again, off-again love 
interests Britta Perry, a neurotic 
psychology major, and Annie 
Edison, the group’s overachiev-
ing voice-of-reason. Also in the 
group are best friends and pop-
culture nerds Abed Nadir and 
Troy Barnes, middle-aged mother 
Shirley Bennett and bigot Pierce 
Hawthorne. 

The first few episodes of the 
fourth season of “Community” 
have been problematic for a num-
ber of reasons. Over the course of 
its first 3 seasons, “Community” 

was often one of the funniest 
sitcoms on television, thanks in 
large part to its brilliant use of 
meta-humor and parody. While 
the show is still funny, part of the 
new season’s problems lie with its 
direction. In the past, the show’s 
excellent parody episodes, such 
as last season’s takes on Ken 
Burns’s documentaries, “Glee” 
and “Law and Order,” have been 
spot-on with their direction and 
execution. Through the first three 

New ‘Community’ less charming than previous seasons

BY JON HIELKEMA
Staff Writer

In an interview with CBC 
Radio show-host Jian Ghomeshi, 
W. Kamau Bell distanced himself 
from the role of activist. 

“Some people have put that 
label on me, but I feel like that 
detracts from activists. You know, 
that’s a job. I just find that I like 
to do comedy about things I care 
about.”

However, when the subjects 
you care about revolve around 
racism and its persistence in 
America, such disclaimers might 
seem insufficient. Bell, who will 
be performing his acclaimed 
standup act “The W. Kamau Bell 
Curve: Ending Racism in About 
an Hour,” at Calvin at 8 p.m. 
Monday in the Covenant Fine 
Arts Center, has been touching 
raw nerves and breaking down 
taboos through laughter for some 
time now. 

Both onstage and in his FX 
show “Totally Biased,” Bell ex-
udes a personal warmth that 
mixes well with his pointed rou-
tines. One segment on his show, 
available to watch on Youtube, 
shows him watching the recent 
presidential election results roll 
with members of the Brooklyn 
Young Republican Club. While 
clearly standing (metaphorically) 
to the left of all those present, he 
remains jovial even when the 
subject matter is controversial 
or tense.

At the club, he spoke to a rep-
resentative of Young Republican 
Gangsta Rappers, a middle-aged 
woman wearing what looks to be 
a Tupac Shakur T-shirt. When 
asked why she voted for Mitt 
Romney, she explained that her 
goal was to promote a support 
network for poor urban children. 
Bell’s bemused reply, “And you 
think Mitt Romney has a lot of 
love for inner city kids?” received 
a halting response. 

He is quite conscious of the 
racial messaging he presents on 
stage, saying in an Indiewire in-
terview, “I’m a six foot four-inch, 
250 pound black guy who people 
expect to get angry. It’s the ves-
sel you’re in — Bill Maher seems 
angry all of the time but no one’s 
afraid of him ... I’ve often had a 
way of going through life ‘okay, 
everything’s cool. I have a prob-
lem, I’d like to explain it to you.’ 
That’s just who I am. There’s 
nothing wrong with being happy 
to be there. I’m not very good at 
ironic detachment.”

What makes his comedy work 
on a level above polemics, how-
ever, is how his jokes are writ-
ten and delivered. Using open 
body language and surgical wit 
more than anger — though that 
element is certainly not absent 
from his routines — Bell comes 
off as reasonable and amiable. 
Ever ready to prod and unmask 
unstated prejudices, he remains 
careful with language. As well 
he should, since most of the ap-
peal of his comedy, and of much 
of verbal comedy, comes from 
twisting words, delving into them 
and finding their power to elicit 
laughter. His sincerity keeps his 
audience’s attention and, hope-
fully, their affections, letting 
him work the jokes for all they’re 
worth.

All of that might seem like seri-
ous business, and as many comics 
will attest, the mechanics and 
artistry of comedy are every bit as 
serious as dramatic film-making. 
Once the material is embodied on 
stage, though, Bell’s words and 
actions begin to look effortless.

This is a serious, comic, seri-
ously-comic talent to watch. With 
routines this pointed and subject 
matter this potentially explosive, 
he has to be. Luckily, he is up to 
the task of helping in a small way 
to make people laugh and put 
names on the imagined barriers 
that divide people of different 
skin color.
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episodes, the show’s parodies 
have been lazy and unfocused, 
especially the season premiere’s 
take on “The Hunger Games,” 
which seemed out of place and 

ultimately unneeded. The show’s 
signature quick pace has also 
diminished. Despite the fact 
that two of the episodes were di-
rected by executive producer and 
frequent collaborator Tristram 
Shapeero, the fourth season has 
been far less energetic than its 
predecessors, resulting in a sig-
nificant loss of wit and charm. 

In addition to its execution, 
“Community’s” writing has been 
a mixed-bag. A previous Emmy 

nominee for its writing, season 
four of “Community” has already 
had one of the worst scripts in 
the show’s history. The season’s 
third episode, “Conventions of 

Space and Time,” is completely 
devoid of the show’s immensely 
clever style of meta-humor. Set 
at a convention for “Inspector 
Spacetime,” the show’s version 
of “Doctor Who,” the episode 
bumbles around until it reaches 
a set of unnecessarily earnest 
conclusions. As bad as the third 
episode is, season four’s f irst 
two episodes are slightly more 
redeemable. In the season pre-
miere, Abed frequently thinks 

of different versions of the show, 
including a broad sitcom with a 
laugh track and an animated ver-
sion with the characters as babies. 
The storyline, which runs parallel 
to the lazy riff on “The Hunger 
Games,” works as a clever way to 
address the show’s new manage-
ment and the fan’s fears over what 
the show would become. 

While the direction and writ-
ing of “Community” have had its 
troubles, the show’s magnificent 
cast continues to shine. Joel 
McHale is great as the snarky 
and self-centered Jeff, anchor-
ing the show’s eclectic ensem-
ble strikingly well. Allison Brie 
and Yvette Nicole Brown are 
reliably endearing as the good-
natured Annie and Shirley. The 
wacky Gillian Jacobs and Donald 
Glover continue to impress as 
the now-dating Britta and Troy. 
Veteran comedian Chevy Chase, 
as brash as ever and set to leave 
the show at the end of the season, 
is a perfect fit for the unlikable 
Pierce Hawthorne. As excellent 
as the ensemble is, the standouts 
of the show continue to be the 
magnificent Danny Pudi as Abed 
and Oscar-winning screenwriter 
Jim Rash as the ridiculously over-
the-top Dean Pelton. 

Unfocused and less ener-
getic than before, the fourth 
season of “Community,” and 
first without series creator Dan 
Harmon, has stumbled out of the 
gate. While the show may never 
again reach its previous heights, 
“Community” still boasts one of 
the best ensembles on television 
and has a good shot at finding 
its footing.

W. Kamau Bell at Calvin

FILE PHOTO
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c a m p u s  s a f e t y  r e p o rt
2/27/2013
Campus safety assisted Residence Life witha room search in 
regard to a subject possibility in possession of controlled sub-
stances. Serveral items were found and taken for further analysis.  
Information on the room search was forwarded to Judicial Affairs 
for further action.

2/28/2013
Campus safety was requested to assist Judicial Affairs Office with 
the seach of a room and a vehicle related to aviolation of collage 
policy for possession of illegal substances.  The results of the 
seach were forwarded to Judicial Affairs for ruther action.

Bullseye
Sample Sale:  

Saturday, March 9th from 9:30-3:00 

Location: 4880 36th ST SE (SE corner of 
Patterson & 36th) 

Majority of items priced @ $10.00 or less. 
Cash & Credit cards (except Discover)

Items for Sale:  dress shirts, golf shirts, 
jackets,  sweatshirt, athletic wear, bags, hats

Name brands available; all clothing is new 
& in men’s & women’s styles.
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All the guys on our team are just really excited to give it our best 
shot and lay the foundation for years to come.

Adam Wiersma “Hot Seat”

Friday, March 8

Wo m e n’s  t e n n i s  v. 
Davenport at 4 p.m.

Indoor Track & Field 
Championships at North  
Central University

Saturday, March 9

Men’s LAX v. Elmhurst 
at GRCHS at 1 p.m.

Men’s basketball at UW-
Stevens Point at 8 p.m.

Tuesday, March 12

Women’s LAX v. Alma at 
Davenport at 7:30

Wednesday March 13

Men’s tennis v. Cornerstone 
at 4 p.m.

Men’s LAX v. Hope at 
GRCHS at 4 p.m.

Thursday, March 14

Women’s LAX v. Hope at 
Davenport at 7:30 p.m.

Knights schedule

BY JESS KOSTER
Sports Editor

The sports teams have been 
ver y busy in t he mont h of 
February. Here’s a quick recap of 
what we think the biggest stories 
of the month were.

10. Senior basketball player 
Carissa Verkaik has played her 
last collegiate basketball game. 
She was recently named a final-
ist for the Jostens Trophy, which 
recognizes excellence on the 
court, in the classroom and in 
the community. She finishes on 
the top of the scoring list with 
2,236 points. That point total 
puts her in third on Calvin’s all 
time scoring list for both men and 
women behind Mark Veenstra 
and Steve Honderd. She also 
finishes the season third on the 
points per season list behind 
herself. She also holds the fifth 
spot on that list. She has the block 
record with 440, the rebounds re-
cord with 1071 and 
the MIAA scor-
ing record with 
1,219. She’s only 
the second wom-
an to score more 
than 1,000 points 
in the MIAA.

9. Four of the 
seniors from the 
women’s basket-
ba l l  team have 
helped the Knights 
win 100 games in 
the last four years. 
This is the f irst 
time players have 
won 100 games in 
a career in women’s basketball 
history at Calvin. Those four se-
niors are Julia Hilbrands, Kelsey 
Irwin, Carissa Verkaik and Ally 
Wolffis. After the women’s last 
game, Irwin had tied the three-
point baskets in a career with 187.

8. In the championship swim 
meet, Calvin’s women defeat-
ed Hope by 38 points. Senior 
Stephie Fox, freshman Michaela 
R o ok u s ,  s e n io r  E l i z a b e t h 
C o u n s e l l  a n d  s o p h o m o r e 
Kathryn Wrobel won the 800-me-
ter freestyle relay. Wrobel also 
won the 500-meter free. Rookus 
took the 200 individual medley. 
Senior 
Samantha Klaasen won both 
diving events. Senior Kristy 
Kinzer, Counsell, senior Rachel 
Colasurdo and Rookus won 
both the 400- and 200-meter 
medley relays and set the MIAA 
record in the 200-meter with a 
time of 1:45.84. Counsell also 
won the 100- and 200-meter 
breaststrokes.

7. Men’s swim and dive came in 
second in the MIAA champion-
ships. This is their highest finish 
in over twenty years. Freshman 
Caleb Meindertsma set the record 
for the 1650-meter freestyle. In 
the MIAA Championship meet, 
junior Andrew Mitchell, fresh-
man Johnson Cochran, senior 
Mark Rushlow and freshman 
Mitchell Schroder combined to 

win the 400-meter medley relay. 
Rushlow also won the 100-meter 
butterfly. Meindertsma won the 
1650 freestyle as well.

6. The indoor track team is send-
ing junior Nicole Michmerhuizen 
to the national championships in 
Naperville, Ill. She is running the 
5,000-meter run. She is ranked 
fourth in the nation for D-III in 
this event. She qualified for the 
5,000-meter and the 10,000-meter 
in the outdoor season last spring.

5.  T he A l l -M I A A teams 
were announced in February. 
For women’s swim: Samantha 
Klaassen, Elizabeth Counsell, 
Kristy Kinzer, Michaela Rookus, 
Sarah Roth, Erika Waugh and 
Kathryn Wrobel. For men’s 
swim: Johnson Cochran, Caleb 
Meindertsma, Andrew Mitchell, 
Ma rk Rush low a nd Trav i s 
Vincent. For women’s basket-
ball: Carissa Verkaik and Kayla 
Engelhard were named first team, 
Julia Hilbrands was named sec-
ond team. For men’s basketball: 

Tom Snikkers and Bryan 
Powell were named first 
team, Tyler Kruis was 
named second team.

4. The men’s basketball 
made it to the NCAA 
tournament for the first 
t ime in seven yea rs. 
Unfortunately, due to 
the NCAA rankings, the 
higher-ranked Knights 
we re  g ive n a n away 
game at the lower ranked 
Rose-Hulman Engineers. 
The Knights proved it to 
taking the game with a 
20-point advantage.

3. Two women have 
been named MIAA MVP. The 
f irst was diver Sam Klaasen. 
This was Klaasen’s third time 
being named MI A A’s Most 
Valuable Diver and the seventh 
time in the nine year history of 
this award that a Calvin diver as 
received this award. The other 
woman to receive the award was 
Verkaik for the women’s basket-
ball team. She is the first women’s 
basketball player in MIAA his-
tory to win the award all four 
years of her college career. In fact, 
there has only been one men’s 
basketball player to receive the 
award four times, that being 
Calvin’s Mark Veenstra from 
1974-1977.

2. The men’s lacrosse team has 
had five games already and they 
were able to score the first goal in 
their first game. This historic first 
varsity goal was scored by junior 
Casey Harless. They were able to 
record a win in their fifth game of 
the season against Defiance, 5-4.

1. Calvin won three MIAA 
championships this month: men’s 
basketball and women’s swim-
ming being won outright and 
women’s basketball being shared 
with Hope. This is the men’s first 
MIAA championship since the 
2009-2010 season. The women’s 
swim team is on a eight-year win 
streak. Women’s basketball team 
has won a portion of the last 
three titles.

BY JESS KOSTER
Sports Editor

Sports editor Jess Koster sat 
down with men’s lacrosse cap-
tain, senior Adam Wiersma. 
This is Hot Seat:

Koster: First off, how old 
are you?

Wiersma: 21.
Where are you from?
Holland, Mich.
How many siblings do you 

have?
I have an older sister and a 

younger brother.
What is your major?
International development. 

Business minor.
W h at  b r ou g ht  you to 

Calvin?
Well, besides pretty much 

my entire extended family 
coming here, I came for the 
academics and to play lacrosse 
too.

What first got you inter-
ested in lacrosse?

Well, back in high school, 
one of my good buddies just 
kind of convinced me to play. 
It was kind of a newer sport 
and it’s growing and he just 
said, “Hey, I think you would 
be good,” and I went out and 
loved it.

What is the best part about 
playing lacrosse?

I love the fast paced nature 
of the game. It’s very quick and 
you always have to be ready 
for a different situation. It’s a 
lot of problem solving on the 
defensive end with what sort 
of offensive set are they run-
ning and how can we counter 
that. So I like trying to figure 
that out.

What are your interests 
besides lacrosse?

I love the outdoors. I love to 
go backpacking or fishing or 
hiking. I love spending time 
with my friends and playing 
other sports or playing games.

How hard is the transition 
from club lacrosse to varsity 
lacrosse?

We def initely see some 
stronger programs. Some more 
well-established teams, but it’s 
still the same game, we still 
love to play. It’s no different 
game so it’s nice that it’s kinda 
the same still, but we do have 
to step it up a level as a team.

What are your thoughts 
on this inaugural season of 
lacrosse?

It’s very exciting! We are 
honored really to be the first 

new varsity sport along with 
women’s lacrosse in quite some 
time and it’s just very exciting. 
I know our coaches are excited. 
All the guys on our team are just 
really excited to give it our best 
shot and lay the foundation for 
years to come.

What’s your favorite color?
Blue.
Favorite music?
Probably alternative rock, soft 

rock.
Favorite books?
There’s too many to choose 

from.
Favorite movies?
Probably the Lord of the Rings 

Trilogy
Favorite sports team?
Detroit Tigers
Tell us about a significant 

person in your life whom you 
really look up to.

I  wou ld  h ave  to  s t ay  i t 
was one of my mentors back 
in high school, he was also 
one of my assistant coaches for 
lacrosse. He was just a good ex-
ample of what it looks like to live 
a good life for Jesus Christ as a 
husband, as a friend and as an 
athlete too.

What do you hope to do when 
you grow up?

I guess somewhere down the 
road, I would like to start my 
own organization or be top level 
management of a non-profit or 
something like that.

What are you hopes and goals 
as a lacrosse team this year?

We have some specific team 
goals this year and one of the 
kind of measurable goals we 
have is 50 percent of the ground 
balls we’d like to win. We like to 
say that ground balls win games. 
It starts with the little things 
and it gets you possession and 
therefore time on offense. But as 
a team, we’re really looking to 
lay the foundation for the years 
to come and to start a successful 
program that will be well known 
in the future.

Who helped you improve your 
game while at Calvin? Even in 
club play.

I would say Eric Kamstra. I 
had the honor of playing with 
him for two years and now he’s 
the assistant coach. He’s a very 
driven person and that motivates 
me to get better. He’s always been 
encouraging and helping me 
improve over my four years here.

What advice do you have for 
younger players?

Keep working on the funda-
mentals. They can be sometimes 
boring or monotonous to work 

on, but fundamentals are what 
can set a team apart at a higher 
level so it’s important to keep 
working on the little things.

If you had to pick one per-
son, historical or living to 
have lunch with, who would 
it be?

I would maybe go with 
Martin Luther King Jr.

Describe one of your most 
embarrassing moments.

I’m sure there was one time 
where I tripped up the steps 
going to Uppercrest or some-
thing. I don’t know.

Describe a perfect day.
I’d probably say get up on 

time, go out fishing in the early 
morning, maybe come back 
and have a big breakfast with 
some friends. Play some sports 
in the afternoon.

Do you prefer cats or dogs?
Dogs, definitely.
What’s the best Calvin 

dorm?
Bolt.
What is one thing you can-

not survive without?
Coffee.
If you were stranded on a 

desert island, which of your 
teammates would you eat 
first?

I’d maybe go with Greg 
Boer, fellow senior.

Commons or Knollcrest?
Commons.
What would I find in your 

refrigerator right now?
I got some eggs, yogurt, con-

diments, some mushrooms, 
tomatoes, strawberries.

What is the last book you 
read?

This summer I read “The 
Book Thief.”

If you could trade places 
with any other person for a 
week, famous or not, living 
or dead, real or fictional, who 
would it be?

Wow. Hmm. Maybe Bilbo 
Baggins from the “Lord of the 
Rings.”

What is the last movie you 
went to go see?

I want to say “The Dark 
Knight Rises.”

If Hollywood made a movie 
about your life, who would 
you like to see play you?

Maybe Matt Damon, even 
though we don’t look anything 
alike.

What is the best pizza top-
ping?

Pineapple.
What came first, the chick-

en or the egg?
The chicken. 

February in review

Hot Seat: Adam Wiersma
PHOTO BY MILES KUPERUS

Carissa Verkaik
CALVIN.EDU



SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY

10 “ ”
It’s proof of principle that we can cure HIV infection if we 
can replicate this case.

Dr. Deborah Persaud, “Child cured of HIV”

SCIENCE DIVISION
SEMINAR SCHEDULE

BIOLOGY
Cowpea Grown in Soils of Differing Quality

Joel Betts, Calvin College Junior Biology student
Friday March 8 at 1:30 p.m. SB 010

PHYSICS
Discovery of the Higgs Boson 

and its place in the Standard Model
Robert Kroeger, University of Mississippi

Tuesday March 12 at 3:45 p.m. SB 110

CHEMISTRY / BIOCHEMISTRY
TBD

Mr. Kwabena Bediako, Harvard University
Thursday March 14 at 11:30 a.m. SB 110

MATHEMATICS / STATISTICS
TBD

Randall Pruim, Calvin College
Thursday March 14 3:30 p.m. NH 276

der AIDS, from its mother. When 
the signs of the infection were first 
detected, Dr. Hannah Gay, the 
presiding physician, immediately 
(31 hours after birth) put the child 
on an aggressive antiretroviral 
treatment regimen. After eigh-
teen months of the treatment, the 
mother ceased taking the child to 
the hospital.

Subsequent tests confirmed 
that the virus was undetectable 
even after the withdrawal of the 
drugs. This has never happened 
before, since in all other reported 
cases the virus quickly returned 
once the suppressive effects of the 

BY JON HIELKEMA
Staff Writer

On Sunday, March 3, a child 
was deemed functionally cured 
of an HIV infection. With this 
landmark case open to greater 
scrutiny and researchers looking 
to understand its implications, 
the door could be open to curing 
many children who are afflicted 
with the virus.

The child, born two and a half 
years ago in rural Mississippi, 
had contracted the virus, which 
causes devastating immune disor-

medications were removed. Yet 
over one year after withdrawing 
treatment, the virus appears to 
have vanished.

According to the New York 
Times report that broke the story, 
Dr. Deborah Persaud, as associ-
ate professor at Johns Hopkins 
Children’s Center, said, “It’s 
proof of principle that we can cure 
HIV infection if we can replicate 
this case.”

She reiterated to The Wall 
Street Journal the unprecedented 
nature of this event: “That’s re-
ally unheard of. If people go off 
therapy, most of them rebound..

within a few weeks.”
One reason this might have 

worked was cited by Dr. Anthony 
S. Fauci, cited here in the New 
York Times: “That goes along 
with the concept that, if you treat 
before the virus has had an op-
portunity to establish a large res-
ervoir and before it can de-
stroy the immune 
system, there’s a 
chance you can 
withdraw 
therapy and 
have no vi-
rus.”

Though 
ch i ld ren of 
HIV-positive 
parents are 
rigorously 
tested soon 
af ter bi r th, 
m o s t  a d u l t s 
who cont rac t 
the virus do not 
realize it until much 
later.

While the case has 
little relevance to older 
people who are living 
with an HIV infection or 
AIDS, the significant number 
of infants who are born with the 
disease might glean powerful 
benefits from this case. Over 
300,000 children, 90 percent of 
them in sub-Saharan Africa, are 
born having contracted the virus 
from their mothers, which can 
occur during pregnancy, birth 
or breastfeeding. At this point, 
preventative measures, when 
proper ly  i m-
plemented, 
have re -
duced 
the 

chances of such transmission to 
about two percent. While that 
number is far lower than it once 
was, that leaves thousands of chil-
dren with infections who might 
now have hope for a cure.

As with all discoveries of this 
nature, however, the scien-

tific and medical commu-
nities will need time to 

discover whether any 
lessons from this re-

markable case can be 
generalized. That 

said, it remains a 
medical break-
through, what 
Dr. Yvonne 
Bryson, chief 
o f  g l o b a l 
pediatric 
infectious 
diseases 
at UCLA, 
calls “one 
of the most 
exciting 
things I’ve 

heard in a 
long time.”
Cautious 

optimism may 
be the best most 

appropriate posture 
to take af ter any seemingly-
miraculous case come to light, 
but there is at least a hopeful sign 
that children who are born HIV-
positive can recover and live a life 
relatively unaffected by the ef-

fects of the virus.occur during pregnancy, birth 
or breastfeeding. At this point, 
preventative measures, when 
proper ly  i m-
plemented, 
have re -
duced 
the 

fects of the virus.

Child cured of HIV for first time, a medical breakthrough

H
IV

 b
ud

s 
on

 a
n 

un
su

sp
ec

ti
ng

 ly
m

ph
oc

yt
e.

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS



OPINION AND 
EDITORIAL

11“ ”
The Bible is a beautiful foundation for a sexual ethic, but we 
absolutely must acknowledge when we are no longer simply 
reading Bible verses. 

Becca Bosslet, “Sermon’s sexual ethic”

From the
  Editor

BY BECCA BOSSLET
Staff Writer

I n t he LOF T se r mon on 
Sunday, Pastor Mary explained 
what Biblical sex was and was 
not in a sermon titled (although 
not quite about) “What if it’s 
True That Sex is for Marriage 
Between a Man and a Woman?” 
Pastor Mary began with some 
really interesting and thought-
provoking descriptions of what a 
Biblical sexual relationship looks 
like. As she described it, sex is for 
both procreation and unity and 
is both communal and personal. 
Pastor Mary also affirmed that 
the Christian ethic of sex is not a 
negative one but instead a joyful, 
positive one.

This beginning was wonder-
ful, but, after providing a picture 
of how the Bible describes the 
joys of sex in a vaguely defined 
appropriate context, the sermon 
quickly shifted to the standard 
discussion of the horrible conse-
quences of sexual activity outside 
of the current American evan-
gelical picture of appropriate 
sex. Specifically, Pastor Mary 
defined sex as activity that leads 
to an orgasm, which is why oral 
sex is not acceptable outside of 
marriage. Although the sermon 
started by saying that we needed 
to look at the Bible as a great place 
of a Christian sexual ethic, the 
jump to oral sex as the line that 
should not be crossed by unmar-
ried people and the explanation 
of the consequences of sex were 
not Biblically grounded and quite 
problematic.

Pastor Mary invited eight peo-
ple to the front and gave them 
all pieces of duct tape. The stu-
dents then stuck the duct tape to 
each other and quickly the duct 
tape lost its stickiness and some 
ripped into many pieces. Holding 
up the mangled, ripped, ruined 
duct tape, Pastor Mary declared, 
“This is what [unbiblical sex] can 
do to your soul.” 

The duct tape analogy went 
no further. This is a problem. 
Presumably, the person having 
sex either loses their ability to 
“stick” to something else, either 
other people or God; Pastor 
Mary did not clarify. Their soul 
becomes broken, mangled and as 
worthless as a duct tape that can-
not stick to anything. The worth 
of their soul is destroyed.

This concerns me because I 
have never seen this analogy used 
to describe any other sin besides 
sex. This also does not fit with 
Pastor Mary’s statement later in 
the sermon that “purity is not 
based on your genitals but on who 
you are with Jesus Christ.” Sin is 
a problem, whether it is sexual sin 
or not and the implications of this 
duct tape analogy can contribute 
to our Christian cultures Gnostic 
attitudes towards sex.

The only truly redemptive pic-
ture of sex (defined as ‘orgasm’) 
that Pastor Mary painted was 
not even a married, heterosexual 
couple but a nun. The nun was 
described as in an ideal model be-
cause she could truly love every-
one more. Although this would 
perhaps make sense if American 
Christianity held up Paul’s advice 
to the unmarried Corinthians as 
the sex ethic we embraced, few 
churches today portray marriage 
as a second best to singleness that 
is best suited only for those with 
issues of “control.”

Pastor Mary’s implicit def-
inition of sex as any time an 
orgasm happens left masturba-
tion shrouded in a cloud of guilt 
(although, according to her, this 
guilt should just be shaken off if 
the masturbation is not a habit) 
and neglected to truly separate 
masturbation and pornography. 
Also, her insistence that sex must 
always be unifying and procre-
ative in its proper form outlaws 
birth control, a problematic im-
plication.

Clearly, Pastor Mary was lim-
ited in her sermon to the brief 
time available during LOFT. Yet 
despite this, I think that given the 
challenging nature of this topic, 
avoiding callous and overused 
analogies to explain an oversim-
plified and problematic notion of 
purity and worthiness is a real 
problem. 

Christians often act as though 
the picture of sex that they pres-
ent is easy, simple, and an obvi-
ous reading of the Bible. But, 
despite the unhesitant jump 
from the beautiful picture of 
sex that the Bible presents to an 
extra-biblical duct tape analogy 
amongst Evangelical circles and 
an overconfident declaration 
that the line between physical 
intimacy and sex is an orgasm, 
Christian circles do not have all 
the answers either. Pastor Mary 
is certainly not the first, nor the 

last, to use these analogies and 
common definitions.  Yet I hope 
that Calvin, as a Christian institu-
tion, will question some of these 
extra-biblical aspects of modern 
Christian culture and help de-
velop a more robust discussion on 
what exactly a Christian ethic of 
sex looks like.

Growing up in youth group 
culture and attending Calvin, I 
have become increasingly wary 
of times when Christians begin 
by claiming that their opinions on 
sex are all based in the Bible. The 
Bible is a beautiful foundation for 
a sexual ethic, but we absolutely 
must acknowledge when we are 
no longer simply reading Bible 
verses. 

This acknowledgment that ev-
ery Christian of every nationality, 
ethnicity, sexual orientation, age, 
gender, marital status, etc. bring a 
different perspective and outside 
knowledge to the Bible is essen-
tial and also beautifully humble. 
Acknowledging the brokenness 
of our own interpretations and 
turning to our communities is a 
helpful beginning. 

This also helps prevent us 
from spreading twisted, bad 
ideas in the name of the Bible. 
As American Christians, we are 
fine saying that a soul is twisted, 
ripped, and as worthless as un-
sticky duct tape because of sex 
and judge people according to 
this standard, “hating their sin” 
with a passion. Yet our hate of 
other sins stops extremely short 
of claiming that it makes our 
souls twisted, ripped and worth-
less.  Often, people respond to 
this by saying that we need to 
simply raise the bar on other 
sins as well. That being said, 
I’m uncomfortable extending 
permission to Christians to treat 
all sins in the same dysfunctional 
way many of our communities 
treat sex.

I love what Pastor Mary said 
about sex being both personal 
and communal. She also brought 
up the procreative and unifying 
aspects of sex which are also 
both important and valuable 
parts of sex. Let us acknowledge 
when we can what culture we 
are adding to our conclusions. 
Let us openly admit that our 
answers are far from perfect and 
extremely flawed. Only then can 
we start having healthy conversa-
tions about things like a Christian 
sexual ethic.

BY CONNOR STERCHI
Staff Writer

On Sunday, March 3, the 
History Channel premiered 
the 10-part miniseries, “The 
Bible,” which goes through 
the historical events of both 
the Old and New Testaments. 
Five parts will cover the O.T., 
and five will cover the N.T. The 
premiere on Sunday, which 
included the first two parts of 
the series, dealt with familiar 
events and characters from 
Genesis and Exodus — the 
Flood and Noah’s ark (flashing 
back to creation and Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden), 
Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Lot, 
the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, Moses, the Exodus 
and the Ten Commandments. 
Notably missing from the epi-
sodes were Jacob, Esau and 
Joseph, although understand-
ably, as it is a hard task to 
cover the entirety of the Bible 
— more than 4,000 years of 
history — in 10 hours of film.

But overall, the series did a 
good job of staying close to the 
biblical narrative. It is refresh-
ing to see something edifying 
come out of Hollywood that 
does not attempt to mock, 
twist, or distort the sacred 
scriptures. History Channel’s 
“The Bible” presents the his-
torical events from the Bible 
as real history, not allegory or 
fables. On the ark, Noah tells 
his children about the histori-
cal reality of the creation of the 
universe in six days, and the 
Fall from the Garden of Eden 
when sin entered the world 
through Adam and Eve’s trans-
gression of God’s command 
to them.

The Bible is often treated by 
secular society and academia as if 
it were a mere collection of myths 
and fables. And the historical 
events of the Bible are often treat-
ed by Christians as allegorical or 
metaphorical, even though Jesus 
himself attests to the historicity 
of all the Old Testament events 
(Matt. 12:39-40; 19:4-5; 23:35; 
24:37-39; Mark 12:26; Luke 17:28, 
32). These events really did hap-
pen — these are not mere tales or 
stale stories from Sunday school, 
but rather, true and miraculous 
historical events that were “writ-
ten for our instruction, so that 
through perseverance and the 
encouragement of the Scriptures 
we might have hope” (Rom. 15:4, 
NASB). These are stories that 
testify to the astonishing work 
of God throughout history, and 
how he has remained faithful and 
true, and at work in the history of 
the world. The biblical narratives 
are powerful chronicles which 
encourage, strengthen, and edify 
us as Christians.

Although it is no substitute 
for the good book itself, History 
Channel’s “The Bible” does a 
fine job of bringing the biblical 
narrative to film, much like “The 
Ten Commandments” and “The 
Passion of the Christ.” While 
the History Channel rendition 
does not exhibit the same stellar 
cinematography and authenticity 
of “The Passion” (in which the 
actors spoke Latin, Aramaic and 
Hebrew), it is still a noble effort to 
bring the Bible to film. I am excit-
ed to see how the rest of the series 
will pan out, and I hope it stays 
faithful to the biblical accounts. 
I recommend “The Bible” series, 
and encourage you to watch the 
remaining eight parts, which will 
conclude on Easter Sunday with 
Revelation.

Sermon’s sexual ethic problematic ‘The Bible’ accurate

Dear Editor,
Kudos to Chimes for its “finan-

cial troubles” analysis of Feb. 
28, by Ryan Struyk and Abby 
Zwart. President Michael LeRoy, 
in his first year, doesn’t deserve 
to inherit this mess involving a 
reported $6 million debt-payment 
gap. After receiving his task 
force’s report, he concluded: 
“We built more building than we 
raised funds for.”

I am distressed to hear about 
damaged staff morale and pos-
sible 10 percent budget cuts. 
Missing from the Chimes account 
is the 16-year administration 
of President Gaylen Byker on 
whose watch those construction 
and investment decisions oc-
curred. We need him to give his 
perspective on what happened. 
Welcome too would be a hefty 
cash donation.

Tom Ozinga, ‘60
CAS emeritus

Letter to 
the editor

I’m a collector of quota-
tions. Cliché for an English 
major, I know. But one that’s 
stuck with me since early high 
school has to do with beauty, 
a subject that never ceases to 
fascinate me.

Emerson says, “Though we 
travel the world over to find the 
beautiful, we must carry it with 
us, or we find it not.”

There are so many ways I 
could organize and discuss 
the idea of beauty. The word 
is used in so many contexts 
and with varying levels of 
depth and complexity. An 
easy way for me to wrap my 
mind around the subject is to 
think about visible and invis-
ible beauty.

Visible beauty is what we 
probably think of f irst. We 
see beautiful people, beautiful 

art, beautiful nature. There’s the 
elegant way a thin, tall tree clears 
its throat quietly to interrupt a 
panorama. Or the way that in 
winter, everything takes on a 
sharp outline against the carpet 
of snow, the reverse of a pinprick 
f lashlight in the dark. We see 
beauty when someone waits far 
too long to hold the door for us. 
Or when we let our roommates 
eat that last piece of coffee cake 
or when we buy a blue shirt be-
cause it’s the same color blue as 
the sky in that painting we saw in 
a textbook.

Invisible beauty is beauty of 
the spirit, perhaps even the fruit 
of the spirit. It’s the love we have 
for each other and the joy we take 
in the little things and the peace 
we hold on to in busy times. It’s 
patience when we’re frustrated, 
kindness when it won’t be recipro-

cated, and belief in the goodness 
of people. Faithfulness to our 
values and loved ones, gentle-
ness in manners, and self-control 
when we’re anxious — these are 
all manifestations of beauty. You 
can’t take a picture of invisible 
beauty, but when friends picture 
you, these things will come to 
mind.

I think Emerson, while a gifted 
naturalist with a keen eye for vis-
ible beauty, is primarily speaking 
of invisible beauty when he says 
that we are always on the hunt for 
striking things in life. He knows 
that it’s human nature to search 
for people who bring us peace, 
who are faithful, who love us, 
and who demonstrate patience 
and self-control.

But, he says, we can’t f ind 
that unless we’re first willing to 
acknowledge it within ourselves. 
“We must carry it with us.” This 
is the part I love best. If I don’t 
know what it looks and feels like 
to have patience or joy, I’ll be 
hard pressed to find those things 
around me. It’s like trying to read 
before you know the alphabet. 

I’ve used this quote for years 
to inspire me to look inward 

when I get discouraged. It 
reminds me to take notice of 
little movements inside myself, 
to be mindful of my mood and 
attitude.

Recently, though, I’ve been 
thinking beyond the quote. 
There is a responsibility, it 
seems to me, to share beauty 
once I’ve found it. If I only 
live according to Emerson’s 
mantra, I’m living a quintes-
sentially selfish life. To only 
gather up all of the beauty I can 
find, both in myself and then in 
the world around me, is to live 
in a way that is not beautiful 
to begin with. Once I discover 
something delightful, it’s up 
to me to find a way to share it.

How do we share beauty? 
Just live that fruit of the beau-
tiful spirit. Display love, joy 
and peace. Share patience, 
kindness and goodness. Have 
faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control. Other people, 
whether you’re aware of it or 
not, will notice. They’ll learn 
about beauty through you. You 
never know who’s watching.

~ajz

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR must include the writer’s name and 
class. Letters received without a name will not be printed. The editors 
reserve the right to edit any letters. The length of the letter should be no 
longer than 250 words; longer letters may be shortened at the editor’s dis-
cretion. The deadline for all letters is 5 p.m. on Tuesday for print on the 
following Friday. Send letters to chimes@calvin.edu with “Letter to the 
Editor” in the subject line, or send your comments through our website: 
www.calvin.edu/chimes.

ANNOUNCEMENTS can be submitted by Calvin students, faculty 
and staff to be printed in Chimes at no cost. Announcements can be sent 
via e-mail to chimes@calvin.edu or dropped off at the Chimes office 
during the week. Announcements must be received by 5 p.m. Tuesday 
to run in Friday’s paper. Please stick to a limit of 160 characters and 
send with the subject line “announcement.”
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