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BY JUSTIN VANDEN ENDE
On-Call Writer

In a fashionably close game for 
the historic rivalry, Calvin came 
up short against Hope College, 
falling 73-70 in front of a sold-out 
crowd at the DeVos 
Fieldhouse.

The game was 
uncharacteristically 
sloppy on both ends 
of the court with 
Calvin committing 
13 turnovers and 
Hope giving up the 
ball 18 times. Poor 
rebounding, cou-
pled with Calvin’s 
inability to get to 
the foul line, pre-
vented Calvin from 
gaining any t r ue 
momentum.

Hope ground out 
the win with pro-
f ic ient post  play 
and by spreading 
their scoring. The 
Dutchmen had six 
players finish with 
points in the double 
figures.

“It was a gutty, 
gutty performance 
by both teams,” said 
Hope head coach 
Matt Neil. “We got stuff from 
everybody. Today we were able 
to show the real Hope team,” 
he said.

T he  D utch me n f i n i shed 
with 41 rebounds compared to 
Calvin’s 33, and Calvin head 
coach Kevin Vande Streek said 
that the rebound differential 
was probably the difference in 
the matchup.

“Their presence and their 

play inside was a huge fac-
tor,” said Vande Streek. “We 
haven’t been outrebounded since  
first semester.”

The loss was the f i rst for 
Calvin since Dec. 1, 2012, snap-
ping a 14-game winning streak. 
Vande Streek was sure to point 
out the positives that came from 
the loss, saying that it will help 
the team develop a stronger 
mentality.

“I’m disappointed, but we 
didn’t lose the conference title 
today,” he said. “We still have 
work to do but we can learn from 

playing against a good team.
The Knights shot a respect-

able 45.9 percent from the field, 
and though sophomore Jordan 
Brink and senior Bryan Powell 
had off nights for shooting, they 
combined to make some critical 
threes down the stretch to keep 

Calvin in contention.
J u n i o r  M i c k e y 

DeVr ies t u r ned in a 
s o l id  p e r fo r m a nc e , 
notching 10 points on 
5-for-9 shooting and 7 
rebounds. Senior Tom 
Snikkers had another 
strong showing, putting 
up 14 points, 9 rebounds 
and 4 assists but was less 
than thrilled with his 
performance.

“I just didn’t bring it 
today,” he said, adding 
that he and the team 
were going to get back 
to work in order to work 
out the kinks.

The result comes as 
a surprise after Calvin’s 
75-49 rout of Hope in 
January.

“We really focused 
on having a good start,” 
said Neil. “I think that 
the good start propelled 

us to the finish line.”
Vande Streek said that 

Hope’s youth and Calvin’s 
experience were significant fac-
tors in Calvin’s previous win, 
and that they no longer enjoyed 
that advantage.

“The biggest thing was their 
experience,” said DeVries about 
Hope choosing to give their vet-
erans more minutes. “They’ve 
been around the block — they’re 
physical,” he said.

This was the 184th meeting 
between the teams and the last 
this regular season.

The game was streamed live 
online to countries all around 
the globe; however, the stream 
failed to begin along with the 
game, causing many viewers to 
miss the majority of the first half.

Stephanie Vogelzang, a 2007 
Calvin alumna, lives in London, 
England and said she always 
looks forward to viewing the ac-
tion via the stream.

“All week we were planning 
for it because we are five hours 
ahead. We had it up for about two 
hours and watched the count-
down. I yelled when there were 
30 seconds left and then it didn’t 
start,” she said.

According to sports informa-
tion staff, a student employee in 
Grand Rapids made a mistake 
while setting up the livefeed and 
needed to reboot the system in 
order to start the livestream.

Chimes could not reach Calvin 
aud io -v i sua l  for  comment. 
Others surrounding the situation 
either did not know details or did 
not return a request for comment.

Calvin Col lege, now 21-3 
(12-1 in MIAA), beat Trine on 
Wednesday in the Van Noord 
Arena, 61-59.

The loss was Calvin’s first since early December.  They beat Hope earlier this year.
PHOTO BY REID PETRO

Hope snaps Calvin’s 14-game win streak

BY KYLE RODRIGUEZ
Campus Co-Editor

Since 1996, Calvin has of-
fered a semester programs in 
Tegulcigalpa, Honduras, focus-
ing on Spanish and development 
issues in Central America. But 
after the U.S. Department of State 
released a travel warning for citi-
zens visiting Honduras this past 
fall, serious concerns were raised 
about the trip.

The warning, released on Nov. 
21, 2012, detailed prevalent crime 
and violence that contributed to 
Honduras’ reputation as the most 
dangerous country in the world, 
with a murder rate higher than 
any other country. The warning 
also described a lack of ability 
to prevent such crimes by the 
Honduran government, citing 
police corruption and widespread 
drug trafficking.

“[Drug traffickers] use vio-
lence to control drug trafficking 
routes and carry out other crimi-
nal activity,” stated the warning. 
“Other criminals, acting both 

individually and in gangs in 
Tegucigalpa and San Pedro Sula, 
commit crimes such as murder, 
kidnapping, carjacking, armed 
robbery, rapes and other aggra-
vated assaults.”

According to Professor Jo 
Ann Van Engen, who resides in 
Honduras with her husband as 
the professors who run the devel-
opment semester, a little context 
helps understand the warning.

“In the two months since 
issuing the travel warning for 
Honduras, the State Department 
has issued warnings for 18 other 
countries including El Salvador, 
Mexico, The Phillippines, Haiti 
and Kenya,” said Van Engen. “In 
the case of Honduras, the U.S. 
government mentioned in the 
warning that U.S. citizens are not 
targeted for crime and that tour 
groups rarely report any crime.”

Van Engen also referred to one 
of the many motivations behind 
the warning: inf luencing the 
Honduran government to address 
the crime problem.

“The truth is that violence has 
gone up in Honduras and it is 

sad and something that 
needs to change,” said 
Van Engen.

“The U.S. has a very pow-
erful pen and one of the good 
effects of issuing a 

warning is that it sends a message 
to the Honduran government that 
it needs to work hard to lower the 
levels of violence in the country.”

Howe ve r,  Teg u lc i g a lpa , 

the city 
where stu-

dents study at La Universidad 
Pedagogica Nacional, contin-
ues to be one of 

the country’s most crime-ridden 
areas. This prompted Calvin to 
send an open letter to students 
and parents this past fall, keeping 
them aware of the dangers of the 

Honduras 
trip.

According to 
the let ter, 

the same concerns expressed in 
the travel warning had already

Honduras program continues despite dangers

A group of students from this year’s semester overlook their hometown of Santa Lucia. 
PHOTO BY SARAH HUBBEL
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By Ryan StRuyk
Online Editor

Faculty senate approved 
several course changes in the 
speech pathology department 
last Monday night in response to 
increasing popular-
ity among incoming 
students.

T h e  n u m b e r 
of speech pathol-
ogy and audiology 
(SPAUD) students 
jumped from 104 to 
155 this fall, forcing 
Calvin exclude more 
students than expect-
ed from entering its 
master’s degree pro-
gram.

Last year, SPAUD 
began offering a five-
year master’s degree 
program alongside its 
four-year bachelor’s 
degree program.

However, the master’s pro-
gram can hold only 25 students 
— a system that cannot currently 
sustain the 48 first-year students 
who entered the program this 
fall.

“We don’t have the resources 
and we need to keep a gradu-
ate class of 25 for accredita-
tion,” said professor Judy Vander 
Woude, director of SPAUD.

The course changes make the 
bachelor’s degree program better 
for students who will be attend-
ing graduate school elsewhere. 
Calvin will also form an applica-
tion process for students to enter 
the master’s program.

Vander Woude expects ap-
plying students to know by the 
middle of their sophomore year 
whether they will be in the four- 
or five-year program.

However, since the expan-
sion adds new courses, SPAUD 

needed to eliminate in other areas 
to help balance the changes.

SPAUD eliminated both sign 
language courses from the cur-
riculum.

“That was a tough decision,” 
said Vander Woude. “But we’re 
in the age of prioritization and 

being economical. We need to be 
diligent about how we’re manag-
ing, so we had to make a tough 
choice there.”

The elimination is mentioned 
only briefly in the faculty senate 
report — saying that the classes 
were eliminated “to maintain 
efficiency” and because other 
school’s programs rarely required 
them.

“We looked at what graduate 
programs really want in their ap-
plicants and sign language never 
showed up,” said Vander Woude.

Sign language classes were 
under the SPAUD program, but 
often drew students from other 
disciplines, like education.

However, Vander Woude said 
that she didn’t expect any stu-
dents to come to Calvin specifi-
cally for those courses and that 
other nearby schools offered 
similar courses.

One major add it ion t hat 
brought about the sign language 
cut was splitting a current course 
on speech and hearing science 
into two individual courses: 
speech science and hearing sci-
ence.

“We realized, when we as-

sessed our fourth-year students, 
that [students] didn’t have a good 
sense of speech and hearing sci-
ence. They were missing some 
blocks of information in their 
knowledge,” said Vander Woude.

Since hearing science is an 
important part of industry stan-
dards and national exams, the 
department “took this lack of 
knowledge seriously,” according 
to the faculty senate report.

The previous class emphasized 
speech science more heavily, so 
Calvin divided the course into 
two classes to help students focus 
more on hearing science too.

The changes in the bachelor’s 
program also open up the op-
portunity for students to take 
more elective courses — a luxury 
in a credit-heavy program like 
SPAUD.

Freshman Eleanore Chan 
plans to enroll in the four-year 

program in order to pursue a 
Chinese minor and extra psychol-
ogy classes.

“I want to have a more overall 
learning and growing experience 
rather than focusing solely on my 
major,” she said. “I may be able to 
use what I learn in other classes 

and integrate it into 
speech pathology.”

She plans on at-
t e nd i n g  g r a du a te 
school closer to her 
home in Illinois.

Meanwhile, fresh-
man Lauren Clark 
entered the early ad-
missions program, 
which means she is 
guaranteed a spot in 
the master’s program.

“I am very glad to 
be in the five-year pro-
gram because Calvin 
has a great master’s 
program,” she said. 
“I get to complete my 
schooling faster and 

begin working faster.”
But she isn’t worried about the 

increasing number of students.
“There are plenty of other 

graduate schools, so Calvin can 
afford to be more competitive,” 
she said.

So what does the future hold 
for Calvin’s SPAUD program?

Vander Woude isn’t sure, but 
thinks the number of students 
may continue to rise.

“Is this a blip on the screen?” 
she asked. “I’m guessing not, 
because there’s a job at the end of 
the rainbow. I’m guessing it will 
be a bump next year, but I don’t 
know how to predict.”

She said that the stable job mar-
ket for SPAUD graduates makes 
the program attractive.

“Every single person who 
graduates has a job within two 
months, if not before they gradu-
ate,” she said.

Change comes to speech pathology program 

Continued from page 1

been realized by Calvin dur-
ing a security audit last year, and 
significant changes were made to 
the program as a result.

“Two years ago, we decided to 
move students to a beautiful little 
town right on the out-
skirts of Tegucigalpa, the 
capital,” Van Engen said. 
“Students live their with 
their Honduran families 
and ride the bus to school 
each day.”

“It has been a really 
good change. Students 
love Santa Lucia and life 
there, but like being close 
enough to participate in 
things going on in the 
city as well. Since the 
move to Santa Lucia, not 
one of the students on the 
development or Spanish 
semesters has been the 
victim of any crime.” 
Calvin also increased 
the safety-related train-
ing for the program and 
hired a security con-
sultant to assist Calvin 
students whenever needed in 
Honduras. It was measures like 
that that comforted students like 
Sarah Hubbel, who is currently in 
Honduras as a part of the Spanish 
program.

“Our security expert, Juan 
Carlos, is a Honduran, so he 
knows much more about the type 
of violence that occurs between 
Hondurans and American tour-
ists,” said Hubbel.

“It was those meetings that 
prepared us best for how to act 
while in Honduras.”

While the program definitely 
has an element of danger that may 
not be present in other areas, it 
still brings benefits that convince 
Calvin professors and students 
that the program is worth it.

“It’s an incredibly beautiful 
country with just amazing di-

versity — you’ve got the Mayan 
ruins of Copan, the Bay Islands, 
which are absolutely beautiful, 
Lake Yojoa surrounded by moun-
tains and all kinds of indigenous 
culture to explore,” explained 
Van Engen.

“We have the opportunity to 
enjoy God’s creation in a differ-
ent way every single day,” said 
Hubbel. “Every day we wake 
up to an amazing view of the 
mountains; we’ve hiked through 
waterfalls, explored caves, and 
enjoyed the crashing waves on 

the north shore.
“We can enjoy God’s cre-

ation anywhere, but I think I can 
speak for everyone here when 
I say there’s something about 
Honduras that reminds us how 
great and creative our God is.”

There are two off-campus 

programs that run in Honduras: a 
Spanish-focused trip led by Pablo 
Villalta during the spring and a 
development-focused trip led by 
VanEngen and her husband Kurt 
Verbeek in the fall. While each 
program focuses on something 
different, both elements are pres-
ent for each semester.

Van Engen has seen students 
delve into different projects dur-
ing the development semester, 
something she sees as a respon-
sibility for privileged Christians.

“We work with the Association 

for a more Just Society (AJS), 
a justice organization which is 
doing all kinds of cool things in 
the area of health, education and 
security, working with the gov-
ernment to make real change that 
helps the most vulnerable people 
in Honduras,” said Van Engen.

“Students 
h ave  worked 
a t  b i l i n g u a l 
schools, micro-
credit organi-
zations, helped 
bu i ld homes, 
lived with cof-
fee-growing 
f a m i l ie s  a nd 
helped at drop-
in centers for 
at-r isk youth. 
Its been fun to 
see what they 
get involved in 
and watch them 
put their hard-
earned Spanish 
to work.”

Despite 
b e i n g  i n 
Honduras to fo-
cus on Spanish, 

Hubbel says that the poverty that 
students have witnessed, even just 
over the last five weeks, has made 
an impact.

“Our trips around Honduras 
and even to Tegucigalpa every 
day, have been benef icial in 
the sense that we can really see 
the poverty that has aff licted 
Honduras,” said Hubbel.

“I think noticing that poverty 
and even living in houses without 
hot water motivates us to follow 
Jesus’ command to help ‘the least 
of these.’”

Honduras: program offers many benefits

Calvin.Edu

New course changes will better prepare students seeking to attend graduate school.

Calvin offers students two different off-campus semester programs in Honduras.
PhOtO By SaRah huBBEl
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“For the kids”
One group to be sure to watch is the group called “For the Kids”. 

This group includes: Rian Bylsma, Daniel Ferrell, Jeffrey Kamp, 
Andrew Kollen, Kyle Mailhot, Aaron Potter, Adam Quinone, Daniel 
VandeBunte, Philip Van Eck, Seth Wilson, Ian Graham, Frederick 
Ankomah, Chris Poquette, and Joel Altena. 

“We are not just doing 90s music, we are also doing songs from 
this generation for the kids as well,” said Altena.

These fourteen guys come from Third Huizenga and they are ready 
to show you how to have a good time. They will be doing 18 songs 
that come mostly from the 90s. The group will have some Disney 
songs and a few pop songs as well. These guys plan on bringing the 
song to life through their performance.

“Our audience should be prepared for some surprises, and poten-
tially some acrobats. We are a wild card, but that’s where you’ll find 
some of the best surprises,” said Graham.

"Sesame Street Muppet Punches"
 Come prepared to sing along with the Sesame Street 

Muppet Punches as they will have a little bit of everything in 
their 12 song group. The audience will be hearing hit songs 
from today being played, along with a few songs from the 90s.

“We are definitely going to put on a show, that’s for sure,” 
said Meckes.

The members of the “Sesame Street Muppet Punches” are 
Aaron Meckes, Ben de Waal Malefyt, Calvin Kuyers, Mickey 
DeVries, and Shawn Silva. They are ready to make the audi-
ence laugh and have fun up there on stage. These boys are 
going to throw a few surprises while they are up there and 
they want the audience to get involved as much as possible.

“You will be in tears of laughter, and that’s what we are 
going for,” said DeVries about their upcoming performance.

“1-Z”
 “1-Z” is a group that is energetic and ready to have fun. 

They are a diverse group of 14 members. The members of the 
group are Yuri Paek, Will De Lange, Stephanie Kang, Adrianne 
Wang, Courtney Gruner, Tina Urena, Chris Thyberg, Elena Buis, 
Ben Podnar, Paul Choi, Mary Van Poolen, Titus Hankins, Luke 
Hankins, and Connor Schmidt. 

“Through this experience we have all become really good 
friends,” said Paek about the experience.

 “1-Z”’s theme is dreams. Their goal is to tell a story of a 
boy and a girl during Quest their freshman year of college. They 
have many different types of songs that are all dream related. Each 
person in the act has a special part to look out for.

 “It’s a humorous story line with a couple of dance numbers 
thrown in,” said Podnar about the groups upcoming performance.

“90’s Kids” features Hailey De Jong, Kayla Danahy, 
Linnea Venhousen, Erika Steensma, Tina Geelhoed, Michala 
Jewell, Linette Taylor, Claire Dornbush, Autumn Oostindie, 
and Jen Hartstein as they recreate some of the favorite memo-
ries of our childhoods.  This energetic group went all-out 
in terms of costuming and haircuts, bringing back overalls 
and mall bangs with a vengeance. They go by the motto: “if 
you believe, you can achieve anything that Britney and the 
Backstreet boys could, combined.”  They hope to perform 
something new and exciting, yet also reminiscent of unique 
culture and music that the 90’s produced.  

Jonathan Chong, Rae Mason, Colton Credelle, 
Jaunté Davis, Terrance Paige, Segun Oyesile, Kofi 
Akyeampong, Therese Mualla, Grace Hostler, and 
Toyin Ogunsanya will perform “Black and Yellow” 
this year.  They are a group that values diversity in both 
music and skill, while still being able to work together 
easily.  Since many members have known each other for 
three to four years, it is a close-knit group that strongly 
believes that “they are a movement.”  They have a blast 
performing, and hope that the audience will too on 
Saturday.  “Come expecting nothing less than excel-
lence” Jonathan Chong says.

“4 PM” is a group consist-
ing of David Lee, Samuel 
Lee, Yejoon Chung, Chanho 
Pa rk ,  Sege Ju ng,  Gabe 
Gonzaga, Jonghyun Han, 
Susan Alley, Jane Lee, Lydia 
Song, Joan Paik, Sarah Shin, 
Joy Baek, and Caroline Cha.  
They have chosen the theme 
“love hurts” for their perfor-
mance, and through their 
dance will be portraying a 
story from the life of one of 
their members.  This style is 
completely new for the usu-
ally boy-band themed 4 PM, 
and while it has been a chal-
lenge to organize, the group 
feels prepared to deliver an 
act full of dancing talent and 
powerful emotion. 

Meet Airband 2013
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Each one of  you has a hand in making this one of  the 
best neighborhoods in Grand Rapids to live in.

Chad Sytsema, “Pancake breakfast a success”

BY BRITTANY BEEZHOLD
Staff Writer

The smell of sausage, ma-
ple syrup and warm pancakes 
rose as cold air swirled outside. 

The sound of friendly chatter 
was met with warm smiles and 
handshakes. On Saturday, Feb. 
9, the Eastown Community 
Association (ECA) hosted its an-
nual meeting and pancake break-
fast. The event was held at Calvin 
Christian Reformed Church from 

8 a.m. until 11 a.m. At 10:30 a.m., 
announcements were made fol-
lowed by a raff le drawing. The 
raff le prizes were generously 
donated by local businesses. 

Chad Sytsma, ECA board 
member, thanked the volunteers 

and people that made the event 
possible.

“We had no idea what to ex-
pect,” Sytsma said. “Historically, 
we’ve always done Tuesday night 
meetings. We decided a pancake 
breakfast would give people more 
time to hang out and talk, and 

we’re probably around 200-250 
people this morning. It’s fantas-
tic.”

Lindsey Ruff in, executive 
director of the ECA, was excited 
about the number of residents in 
attendance and about the possibil-
ity for growth in the community.

“We’re almost starting over 
because we’re doing things a new 
way,” Ruffin said. “We really 
want to bring residents in and 
get everyone really involved with 
everything that we do. And this 
is kind of a kickoff. Come see us. 
Come learn what we do.”

In addition to the increased at-
tendance at the annual meeting, 
improved social media is cred-
ited as a powerful tool in raising 
awareness.

Ryan Waldron serves as the 
ECA’s social media and PR co-
ordinator. By cultivating a strong 
online presence, Waldron and 
the ECA strive to reach more 
residents.

“A lot of people, particularly 
younger people, are on Facebook 
and Twitter,” Waldron said. “To 
reach out to them, particularly the 
student residents, is to be an on-
line presence on those channels.”

The ECA is working on more 
innovative ways to involve the 
community.

“We’re launching this new 
strategy where we’ll be having 
smaller events once a month,” 
Waldron said. “It could be a 
neighborhood clean up, it could 
be a community garden, it can 
be any number of things. That’s a 
great way to be involved for a one 
time kind of a thing.”

Through a variety of volun-
teer opportunities, the ECA is 
eager to engage residents with  
their community.

“It doesn’t matter to us if you’re 
a renter, if you’re a homeowner, 
if you’re a student; we love all of 
our residents and want everyone 
to be involved,” Ruffin said. “We 
have the committees, which are 
open to anybody.”

The greenspace, neighborhood 
events, block captains and public 
safety, communications, housing 
and special events committees 
compose the volunteer workforce 
that improves the Eastown neigh-
borhoods.

In particular, the communica-
tions committee and volunteer 
participation are pivotal in the 
new monthly event movement.

“We have writers and pho-
tographers on the communica-
tions committee and they do our 

‘Access Newsletter,’” Ruffin said. 
“They’re also going to start doing 
the promotion for all the little 
neighborhood events. Now that 
we have events every month, we’ll 
need volunteers for every event.”

The ECA works closely with 

local businesses to raise commu-
nity awareness and local business 
support.

“Our next event is in March. 
Mid-March we’re going to do 
a meet and greet at Harmony 
Brewing Company,” Ruffin said. 
“My thought is, residents can 
come meet board members, meet 
me, know people’s faces.”

“Each one of you has a hand 
in making this one of the best 
neighborhoods in Grand Rapids 
to live in,” Sytsma said.

Eastown Community Association pancake breakfast a rousing success

Attendance at the pancake breakfast annual meeting was 
significantly higher than in previous non-pancake years.

Eastown Community Association plans to have small events at 
least once a month around the community.

PHOTO BY BRITTANY BEEZHOLDPHOTO BY BRITTANY BEEZHOLD

BY JOSEPH MATHESON
Local News Editor

The popular Wealthy Street 
Bakery, a fixture of the Wealthy 
Street community, has plans 
to open a new location in the 
Ottawa Hills/Boston Square 
neighborhood. The owners of 
Wealthy Street Bakery, David 
and Melissa LaGrand and Barb 
and Jim McClurg, hope that the 
new bakery could serve the same 
sort of role in the community 
that Wealthy Street Bakery has 
served, helping to bring the com-
munity together and encourage 
other local businesses.

The owners have already pur-
chased a property at 1200 Hall 
Street, the former location of 
Ref lections Full Service salon, 
for $110,000 at a bank foreclosure 
auction, owner David LaGrand 
told MLive. The two-story prop-
erty also comes with two second-
story apartments that the owners 
hope to renovate and rent out.

The goal for the bakery is for it 
to serve as a community meeting 
place and central point around 
which a thriving neighborhood 
could grow. 

David LaGrand told MLive 
that his family once owned 
a house in the area, which in 
recent years has experienced 
high cr ime rates and a poor  
business environment.

“We’re really trying to be a 
catalyst,” LaGrand said of the 
neighborhood. “People live in 
cities because they want commu-
nity. We hope to have exactly that 
kind of role in the community.”

The new restaurant would look 

quite similar to Wealthy Street 
Bakery, an artisan bakery, and 
would likely feature many of the 
same products such as homemade 
breads, pastries, sandwiches, piz-
za, tea and coffee. The building 
itself is larger than the Wealthy 
Street location, with plans for an 
inside seating area for 48 people 
and seating for an additional 
23 people outside. The location 
is the only commercial site in a 
wide area, and would employ an 
estimated 25 to 40 people, who 
would hopefully be hired from 
the community.

“The bakery really helped kick 
off some development on Wealthy 
Street years ago, and we’re hoping 
this will stimulate some invest-
ments in the neighborhood.”

The bakery, which doesn’t 
yet have a name, will hopefully 
involve about $600,000 in renova-
tions and remodeling to the store 
and street front. The owners are 
also working with the city to try 
and reduce the amount of parking 
spaces and obtain a permit for 
the sale of beer and wine, which 
would presumably coincide 
with serving pizza for dinner in  
the evening.

There is still a large amount 
of paperwork to and many meet-
ings to be completed before the 
bakery will officially be ready to 
go. LaGrand warns that it could 
be as much as a year before the 
bakery will actually be ready to 
open. The owners met with neigh-
bors from the area on Feb. 10 to 
discuss plans, and a meeting with 
the Board of Zoning Appeals in 
the next week will be the first step 
toward the new bakery opening 
its doors.

Bakery to open on Hall
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event for Hindus.

BY RACHEL HEKMAN
Staff Writer

In a surprise move that defied 
nearly 600 years of historical prece-
dent, Pope Benedict XVI announced 
his intent to resign from the papal 
office after fewer than eight years 
in service.

B e n e d i c t  X V I , 
born Joseph Aloisius 
Ratzinger, said Monday 
in a statement given 
in Latin that he has 
“come to the certainty 
that my strengths due 
to an advanced age are 
no longer suited to an 
adequate exercise of the 
Petrine ministry.”

He went on to admit 
that the needs of the 
international Roman 
Catholic community 
are such that require a 
leader with more physi-
cal and mental endur-
ance, and to announce 
that his resignat ion 
would become effective 
as of February 28, 2013.

The last pope to re-
sign in office was Pope 
Gregory XII, who re-
luctantly stepped down 
in 1415 in order to end 
the Great Schism that 
threatened to tear apart 
the Western Church (as 
opposed to the Eastern 
Orthodox Church). The 
last pope to resign will-
ingly was Celestine V in 
1294, whose resignation 
after only five months 
was nicknamed “the 
Great Refusal” and was 

roundly lambasted in Dante’s 
“Divine Comedy.”

Despite the rarity of the act, 
there is no law in the Roman 
Catholic tradition (canon) that 
bars popes from resigning; it only 
stipulates that said resignation 
be “freely made and properly 
manifested.”

As shocking and unexpected 
as Benedict’s announcement was, 
it is still somewhat unsurprising. 
Born in 1929, he was the oldest 
man to be elected pope in over 
300 years, taking office in 2005 at 
the age of 78. As a high-ranking 
cardinal under the leadership 
of his predecessor John Paul 

II (1978-2005), he wit-
nessed first hand the toll 
the papal office had on 
the man’s health towards 
the end of his life.

Prior to his election, 
Benedict had expressed 
a desire to retire to the 
“peace and quiet” of his 
native Bavaria, accord-
ing to the Huff ington 
Post.

Now there is plenty 
of specu lat ion as to 
who Benedict’s succes-
sor will be. Canon law 
and tradition stipulate 
that the candidate be 
a cardinal, therefore a 
Roman Catholic male. 
The majority of popes 
have been Italian, but 
the reigns of Benedict 
(German) and John Paul 
(Polish) indicate that 
Italy’s hold on the of-
fice may be weakening. 
Of the many cardinals 
who are eligible for elec-
tion, one is Austrian, 
one is American, one 
i s  Canad ian,  one i s 
Hondu ra n ,  t wo a r e 
African, and three are 
South American.

The Telegraph (UK) 
reports that the Vatican 
has hinted that the new 
pope will be African or 

South American. Cardinal Kurt 
Koch (Switzerland) said “that 
the church’s future was not in 
Europe,” at any rate.

M a ny  e c c le s i a l  l e a d e r s , 
though, urge caution, warning 
that Roman Catholicism in un-
derdeveloped countries tends to 
be “extraordinarily authoritar-
ian,” according to Sister Gemma 
Simmonds, a senior lecturer at the 
University of London. “They can 
have very, very low opinions of 
women for example — they come 
from cultures where women don’t 
hold positions of authority.”

Preparations are now being 
made for the new papal conclave 
to take place in early March. A 
hallmark of Catholic tradition, 
the papal conclave is a highly 
secret meeting of the College 
of Cardinals in which the new 
pope is elected. It is so secret, in 
fact, that divulging details of the 
meeting is punishable by excom-
munication. Participating cardi-
nals (118 this year) will gather 
in the Sistine Chapel in Vatican 
City and debate candidates until 
a consensus is reached. Such a 
process can take several hours to 
several weeks.

Pope’s sudden resignation prompts change
Tradition dictates that vot-

ing is done via ballot; once the 
votes are counted, the paper 
is burned, and the color of the 
smoke dictates to outside ob-
servers what the result is. Black 
smoke indicates an inconclu-
sive vote and white smoke, a 
decisive vote.

For now, though, the ques-
tion is what role the former 
pope wi l l play in Roman 
Catholic and international 
affairs. 

Some worry that the exis-
tence of two living popes will 
cause sectional and ideological 
tensions within the church, 
which has 1.2 billion members 
worldwide, but others specu-
late that the former pope will 
live out the remainder of his 
days in self-imposed isolation.

Benedict himself has con-
firmed that he will take no part 
in the election process, indicat-
ing that he will maintain a low 
public profile. 

In a 2010 interview, he stat-
ed that the needs of the church 
outweigh tradition and his 
own pride, saying, "If a pope 
clearly realizes that he is no 
longer physically, psychologi-
cally and spiritually capable 
of handling the duties of his 
office, then he has a right, and 
under some circumstances, 
also an obligation to resign.”Pope Bendict XVI will be resigning on February 28.

WIKIMEDIA

Of the many cardinals 
who are eligible for elec-

tion, one is Austrian, one 
is American, one is Ca-

nadian, one is Honduran, 
two are African, and three 

are South American.

Preparations are now 
being made for the new 
papal conclave to take 
place in early March.

BY KEMAL TALEN
Guest Writer

The Obama administration has 
promoted the use of drones and 
condemned the use of interrogation 
and detention facilities as tools of 
counter-terrorism. The recent use 
of drones to kill U.S. citizens and 
the collateral damage caused by 
precision drone strikes are growing 
concerns in Washington D.C.

On Thursday, Feb. 7, protesters 
from the peace group Code Pink 
were escorted out of the Senate 
Intelligence Committee for prevent-
ing President Obama’s nominee for 
head of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, John O. Brennan, from 
speaking.

On Jan. 7, following the after-
math of an extramarital affair in-
volving former head of CIA General 
David Petraeus, Obama nominated 
Brennan to be head of the CIA.

Br e n n a n’s  o f f ic i a l  t i t le  i s 
Deputy National Security Advisor 
fo r  Homel a nd  Se c u r i t y  a nd 
Counterterrorism. He is the chief 
counterterrorism advisor to Obama. 
Brennan is a 25-year veteran of the 
CIA and has worked overseas, as 
well as in the private security sector.

Brennan is also the f irst ad-
ministration member to publicly 
acknowledge the use of CIA drones 
in targeted killings.

P r o te s to r s  a t  t he  he a r i n g 
voiced their opinions on a grow-
ing nat ional issue concerning  
civilian deaths caused by drone 

s t r i ke s  a r ou nd  t he  wor ld . 
C h a i r wom a n Se n .  D ia n ne 
Feinstein, D-Cal., had to pause 
the hearing and prohibit Code 
Pink protesters from coming back 
into the hearing room.

Brennan is a firm supporter 
of the Obama administration’s 
policy on drone use. 

Brennan defended the legality 
of the drone program by saying 
that Obama “insisted that any 
actions we take will be legally 
grounded, will be thoroughly an-
chored in intelligence, will have 
the appropriate review process, 
approval process before any ac-
tion is contemplated, including 
those actions that might involve 
the use of lethal force."

A growing concern among 
lawmakers in Washington D.C 
is the legality of the CIA’s drone 
program, which until this year 
has been fairly clandestine.

In a September 2011 drone 
strike, two U.S citizens were 
killed without being formally 
indicted for crimes against the 
United States. The two U.S citi-
zens were alleged al-Qaida opera-
tives Anwar al-Awlaki and Samir 
Khan.

A leaked 16-page memo from 
the U.S Justice Department sup-
porting the legal use of drone 
strikes against U.S. citizens was 
a key focal point in the hearing 
on Feb. 7.

There have been supposed-
ly 300 drone strikes and 3,000 
deaths since the start of the U.S. 
drone program, although this 
information may or may not be 
entirely accurate due to the secre-
tive nature of the program.

When asked on the rules of 
government concerning targeted 
killings by drones, Brennan re-
sponded, “We only take such 

actions as a last resort to save 
lives when there is no other 
alternative to taking an action 
that's going to mitigate that 
threat.”

When pushed further on 
the use of drones to kill U.S 
citizens, Brennan responded, 
“The president has insisted 
that any actions we take will 
be legally grounded.”

Some republican opposition 
to drone targeted killings at 
the Senate hearing pertained 
to the limited interrogation 
and detention policies of the 
Obama administration.

When asked on which was 
more effective: targeted kill-
ings or traditional interro-
gation techniques, Brennan 
responded, “We want to detain 
as many terrorists as possible 
so we can elicit the intelligence 
from them in the appropriate 
manner so that we can disrupt 
follow-on terrorist attacks.”

Brennan took a firm stance 
on the use of drone strikes 
in non-“hot” military zones 
responding, “Fina l ly,  on 
your question about whether 
I would support legislation 
to authorize the use of force 
outside of “hot” battlefields, 
I believe we currently have 
the authority to take action in 
such circumstances against al-
Qaida and associated forces.”

Opponents of drone use 
claim high casualty rates 
caused by inaccurate bombings 
and its breeding resentment 
among terrorist organizations 
as reasons to find better alter-
natives.

Brennan claims, “We have 
to be very mindful” when it 
comes to the use of drone at-
tacks in localized areas.

Use of drones sparks criticism 
Obama’s CIA nominee Brennan defends administration

Brennan is a firm supporter 
of the Obama administra-
tion’s policy on drone use.

BY JULIA GHO
Staff Writer

Kumbh Mela, an Indian fes-
tival, is the largest gathering of 
people for a religious purpose. 
Almost 80 million people are 
expected to visit the Ganges river 
during the 55-day festival.

Kumbh, a Sanskrit word for 
“pitcher,” is also a zodiac sign in 
Indian astrology for Aquarius. 
The festival is held under the 
Aquarius sign while Mela means, 
“a gathering.” In Hinduism, 
Kumbh Mela is celebrated four 
times every 12 years, rotating 
between four pilgrimage sites on 
four sacred rivers: Haridwar on 
the Ganges River, Ujjain on the 
Shipra, Nasik on the Godavari, 
and Prayag at the junction of the 
Ganges, Yamuna, and the mysti-
cal River Sarasvati. Each site’s 
celebration is determined by par-
ticular zodiacal positions of the 
Sun, Moon, and Jupiter. 

The holiest time is when all the 
zodiacal conditions have been 
met. Bathing at this time is the 
greatest religious merit. Kumbh 
Mela is considered such an auspi-
cious and holy time that bathing 
days after the Kumbh Mela are 
scheduled weeks or months before 
or after the festival. According to 
Hindu mythology, by bathing at 
this specific time and designated 
sacred river, a person can relieve 
himself of his sins, attain Moksha, 
and be at peace instead of being 
constantly born and reborn. 

Rajkumar Singh, a govern-
ment worker in Punjab said, “I 

have travelled for three days by 
bus, train and foot to reach the 
festival. I believe a bathe on the 
most auspicious day will get 
rid of all my sins and will help 
me secure me and my family’s 
future.”

At the same time, since a 
huge number of people are all 
rushing to get into the river, ac-
cidents are prone to happen. In 
the most recent Kumbh Mela 
Festival, 36 people, mostly 
women and children, died in 
a stampede at a railway sta-
tion near the city of Allahabad 
while another 30 were injured.

Kumbh Mela is the most 
religiously important event for 
Hindus. But besides the thou-
sands of Hindus who stead-
fastly attend every Kumbh fes-
tival, many other famous saint 
groups take part in the festival, 
such as the Naga Sadhus, 
Urdhwavahurs, Parivajakas, 
Shirshasins, and Kalpavasis. 
As part of their religious ritual, 
Naga Sadhus never wear cloth-
ing and smear themselves in 
ash. Urdhwavahurs believe in 
putting the body though severe 
conditions. Parivajakas have 
taken an oath of silence and 
use bells to alert others to their 
presence. Shirashasins stand 
for 24 hours and meditate for 
house while standing on their 
heads. Kalpvasis’ spend the 
entire month of Kumbh on the 
banks of Ganga, meditating, 
performing rituals, and bath-
ing three times a day.

The 2013 festival is expected 
to have record numbers, as it is 
a Maha Kumbh Mela which 
only occurs after 12 purna 
kumbhs, every 144 years, an-
dtakes place at Allahabad.The 
Indian government has dis-
patched 70,000 aid workers to 
provide security and sanitation 
for the 10 million people who 
are encamped at the Ganges.

Hindus gather for festival

Almost 80 million people 
are expected to visit the 
Ganges river during the 

55-day festival.
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When considering issues relating to gender, 
many make the erroneous assumption that 
the only real question that matters is “what 
does it mean to be a woman in today’s cul-
ture?” But also important to consider is how 
men should respond to contemporary culture 
as well. That’s why the Sexuality Series has 
set up two six-week long men’s discussion 
groups. Entitled “What Does it Mean to Be 
a Man in Today’s Culture?” this series pro-
vides men with the opportunity to ponder the 
changing nature of masculine identity in con-
temporary society alongside other curious 
members of the same gender.

Chaplain Aaron Winkle and Broene Coun-
selor Rick Baez run each of the men’s discus-
sion groups separately. Winkle, who is run-
ning a men’s discussion group for the seventh 
time says that he “heard from students that 
they had lots of questions to ask, but that they 
had no safe place to ask them. I’ve kept lead-
ing the groups,” he says, “because of the im-
pact previous groups have had on me and the 
students who have participated.”

Now leading a men’s discussion group for 
the third time, Baez also got interested in 
leading a men’s discussion group because of 
a desire to develop a safe space for men to 
express their thoughts and feelings. “I highly 
valued authenticity where people can feel 
safe to talk openly about their lives and be 
accepted — judged favorably,” says Baez. “I 
typically am comfortable talking about sensi-
tive issues.  I have found, however, that there 
are others — in particular males — who may 
tend to struggle with sharing about them-
selves.” By creating a men’s discussion, Baez 
hopes more males will be encouraged to open 
up and to become more comfortable with 
sharing intimate details about themselves 
with others.

For those interested, both of the men’s dis-
cussion groups take place once a week ev-
ery Wednesday at noon. Those who join the 
men’s discussion groups can look forward to 
eating a free lunch, but besides merely snack-
ing down on pizza and munching on bread-
sticks, members of the men’s discussion 
groups also engage in conversation on a wide 
range of subject matter. 

“I am open to discussing any issues [and] 
whatever the students want to talk about,” 
says Baez, although his group tends to focus 
on “how family, culture, media, sexuality, 
and scripture has shaped our view of what it 
means to be masculine.”

Winkle says that hearing the conversation 

E x p l o r i n g  M a s c u l i n i t y 
i n  M o d e r n  C u l t u r e

BY NATHAN SLAUER
Staff Writer

important aspect of the whole program. In 
addition to making the men’s discussion 
groups a safe place to talk about tough is-
sues, Baez seeks to make the men’s discus-
sion groups “fun.” Baez and his students 
often inject humor into their conversations, 
and members often develop lasting friend-
ships with one another. 

Baez looks forward to seeing what will 
come about from the latest of his men’s dis-
cussion groups. “In previous years the feed-
back from attendees has been extremely 
positive,” he says. “They almost all wished 
it could have gone longer and were very 
grateful for the opportunity to talk honestly 
with the other sex about gender, sexuality, 
family, faith, and culture.” Hopefully, this 
year’s discussion group will act as one step 
toward creating a lasting dialogue regarding 
issues of gender and identity in today’s soci-
ety — amongst men and women alike.

 
  

held by the men in his group has taught him 
a lot, specifi cally to “talk less and listen 
more.” Members of the men’s discussion 
groups continually impress Winkle by delv-
ing into the some of the toughest questions 
that men must ask themselves. This includes 
questions such as how has your family ori-
gin has shaped the way you think about gen-
der, how culture has infl uenced you, what 
the Bible can teach us about what it means 
to be a man, and (more fundamentally), 
what does the Bible have to say about what 
it means to be human?

Despite dealing with challenging and 
potentially identity-altering material, the 
members of the men’s discussion groups 
tend to fi nd their conversations satisfying 
and helpful. This is not just because they 
demand critical thought and personal explo-
ration, but because these groups create an 
enjoyable community — perhaps the most 



SportS
7“

”
It has definitely brought us all a bit closer and I am now 
remained not to take this life for granted.

Emily Veenstra, “Women wear pink”

BY JESS KOSTER
Sports Editor

Jess Koster sat down with 
senior basketball player Tom 
Snikkers to ask him ques-
tions about his life. Snikkers is 
Calvin’s eighth-highest career 
scorer after Saturday’s game 
against Hope. This is Hot Seat:

Koster: How old are you?
Snikkers: 22
Where are you from?
Jenison, Mich.
How many siblings do you 

have?
Five. Three sisters, two broth-

ers.
What is your major?
Sports Management
What brought you to Calvin?
Well, I was recruited here by 

Coach VandeStreek. I’ve known 
him since third grade, we go to 
the same church so really that 
relationship won out versus the 
other coaches.

What first got you inter-
ested in basketball?

I really don’t know. I think 
maybe just watching my older 
siblings play it. As long as I can 
remember, I’ve been playing 
basketball, football, baseball, 
everything.

What is the best part about 
playing basketball?

Probably, the best thing is 
going out there and having 
fun with my teammates. It’s 
supposed to be a game; we’re 
supposed to enjoy it out there. 
So when I get that opportunity 
to go out there and just have 
fun with my friends, I really 
cherish it.

What is your best basketball 
memory?

I can’t think of one right 
now. Some of the tournaments 
I played for AAU in high school. 
Just bonding over those week-
ends was really fun. Got to 
play against some of the top 
players in the country who went 
division one and now are in the 
NBA, that was a really good 
experience.

What is your favorite color?
Probably maize.
Favorite music?
Hip-Hop.
Favorite book?
It’s either the Hunger Games 

or Season of Life.
Favorite movie?

T hat ’s  a  toug h one  too. 
Probably just any Will Ferrell 
movie.

Favorite sports team?
One of the Detroit teams, 

Pistons or Lions.
What do you hope to do when 

you grow up?
I hope to be an athletic director 

at a D-I program.
What are you hopes and goals 

as a basketball team this year?
At the beginning of the year 

we set goals that we want to 
achieve as a team and one of those 
goals was to win the conference. 
We have an opportunity to do 
that these next couple of weeks. 
Winning the conference and then 
making it to the NCAA tourna-
ment and hopefully making a run 
while we’re there.

How hard was it to adjust to 
college basketball coming out of 
high school?

It’s a big difference. Guys are 
bigger. Guys are faster. They can 
shoot better. It’s just a big transi-
tion. It’s fun, it’s challenging, it’s 
something you can look forward 
too.

You are quickly climbing up 
Calvin’s all-time scoring list. 
Any thoughts on that?

It’s pretty cool. I try not to fol-
low it too much. I still get people 
coming up to me every now and 
then reminding me where I’m at. 
It’s cool that they recognize that 
and everything but I’m just happy 
that we’re winning.

If you had to pick one person, 
historical or living, to have 
lunch with, who would it be?

That’s really tough. There’s a 
few professional athletes I’d like 
to talk to now. That’s a tough one. 
Can we come back to that?

Describe one of your most 
embarrassing moments.

I don’t usually get that embar-
rassed. I usually laugh everything 
off. I’m trying to think of when I 
was really embarrassed. I guess. 
No… probably not appropriate.

What is the best Calvin dorm?
Schultze.
What is one thing you cannot 

survive without?
I’m pretty dependent on my 

phone.
If you were stranded on a 

desert island, which one of your 
teammates would you eat first? 
Remember, Matt DeBoer said 
you last year.

DeBo doesn’t have that much 

meat on him though. You gotta 
think about things like that. 
Umm… I’d probably go: Ty 
Kruis.

Commons or Knollcrest?
Commons.
What would I find in your 

refrigerator right now?
Not a whole lot. Some English 

muffins. Some frozen pizza.
If you could trade places 

with any other person for a 
week, famous or not, living 
or dead, real or fictional, who 
would it be?

Tough questions! Hmm… 
real or fictional. Just anybody?

Anybody.
I’m t r y ing not to sound 

nerdy or anything. Let’s just 
say Aragorn from Lord of the 
Rings.

What was the last movie you 
went to see?

What was the name of that 
movie? Gangster Squad.

If Hollywood made a movie 
about your life, who would you 
like to see play you?

Hmm. That’s a tough one 
too. I don’t really know that 
many… Ashton Kutcher.

What is the best pizza top-
ping?

Pepperoni.
Did you think about who 

you would like to have lunch 
with yet?

Having lunch with like the 
president would be pretty cool. 
Any professional athlete. I’m a 
big fan of Kobe Bryant. Maybe 
Denard Robinson.

What advice do you have for 
younger players?

Just keep working hard. 
You’re going to get set back. 
You’re going to get knocked 
back, feel down or feel down on 
yourself but just keep working 
hard, chugging through.

What are your plans for the 
future?

I hope to play professional 
basketball overseas next year. 
At least for a year, see how that 
goes. Possibly continue doing 
that or eventually go into grad 
school for pursuing that athletic 
director job.

What is your fondest mem-
ory of playing basketball at 
Calvin?

Well, one of my favorites 
right now is the last time we 
played Hope here. We put on a 
pretty good performance.

Hot Seat: Tom Snikkers
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BY PHILLIP VANDER KLAY
Guest Writer

On Wednesday, Feb. 6, the No. 
13 Calvin Knights (20-2, 11-0 
MIAA) traveled to Alma to play 
the Scots (8-14, 3-8 MIAA).

Play ing on the road, the 
Knights soundly defeated the 
Scots 90-66 to remain undefeated 
in the MIAA and reach the 20 
win plateau. This game brings the 
Scots’ losing streak to four games 
while Calvin extends their win-
ning streak to 14 games.

Calvin took the first lead of the 
game with a 3 by forward senior 
Tom Snikkers, but Alma stuck 
around, keeping the game close. 
Alma forward Isaiah Law hit a 3 
to tie the game at 17-17. However, 
12 seconds later, Calvin guard 
senior Bryan Powell hit a 3 to put 
the Knights up for good.

After that three, Calvin went 
on a 26-10 run to finish off the 
half up 46-27. During this run, 
Alma missed 11 shots while 
Calvin converted 13 shots, includ-
ing three 3-point shots by Powell.

At halftime Snikkers led all 
scorers with 17 points while 
Powell was close behind with 16. 
Center junior Tyler Kruis also 
contributed seven points, on a 
perfect three-for-three shooting, 
in nine minutes of play. The 
Knights’ hot shooting, 54.8 per-
cent, made up for their sloppy ball 
control as they turned the ball 
over eight times.

Meanwhile Kyle Aho led Alma 
in scoring at the half, with 10 
points in 11 minutes of play off the 
bench. Alma harried the Knights 
coming up with four steals and 
forcing eight total turnovers, but 

it was not enough to make up for 
their 29.4 percent shooting.

The second half was more of 
the same as Calvin continued 
to build their lead. Snikkers re-
mained too much for Alma to 
handle, putting up another 11 
points in the second half to bring 
his total to 28. Kruis remained 
perfect from the f ield adding 
another six points in seven more 
minutes of playing time.

The Knights went to their 
bench more often in the second 
half as they remained out com-
fortably ahead of Alma. Junior 
Jordan Mast led bench scoring 
with all eight of his points coming 
in the second half. Alma guard 
Greg Silverhorn led the Scots in 
scoring during the second half 
with 11 points.

Snikkers’ 28 points moved 
him up to 9th place on Calvin’s 
all-time scoring list.

“Moving up the list is a pretty 
cool accomplishment, but it’s 
not something I focus on.” Said 
Snikkers, “Every point I’ve scored 
in my four years here are credited 
to my teammates and our overall 
success.”

Most importantly, Snikkers 
cont r ibut ion  ga r ne red  t he 
Knights their 20th win of the 
season, a mark they have not 
reached since the 2005-06 season. 
Snikkers attributes this success to 
the chemistry that the team has 
developed.

“Last year we had a few players 
miss some time for several differ-
ent reasons, but that opened the 
door for some other players to get 
some valuable playing time last 
year. As a result we have a much 
deeper team with a lot of game ex-
perience together,” said Snikkers.

BY SYDNEY CHIPMAN
Staff Writer

The Calvin women’s basket-
ball team wore all pink to show 
support of a JV player’s fam-
ily. Freshman Nikki Joseph’s 
mother was diagnosed with  
breast cancer before the begin-
ning of Calvin’s school year, 
causing some emotional turmoil 
for Joseph. But her teammates 
have been there for her since the 
first day.

“It feels so amazing to support 
Nicki through this time,” says 
sophomore Haley Stadnikia, 
“She has been so strong through 
this, and I love being able to 
support her. Our team has come 
together so much through this. 
We're right by her side whenever 
she needs us.”

T he pas t  few week s,  t he 
t e a m  d e c id e d  t o  s u r p r i s e 
Joseph with pink breast cancer  
awareness socks with her moth-
er’s name written on them to 
show their support for her and 
her family.

“When I saw the pink breast 
cancer socks that my teammates 
got me I was caught by surprise,” 
said Joseph. “I felt so blessed 
that day to have their love and 
support.”

“It felt good to know that the 
team was playing for Mrs. J that 
night,” said freshman Emily 
Veenstra. “It was like we were 
able to connect more on a deeper 
level; not only as a team, but as 
a family.”

But their support didn’t end 
there. The next day, head coach 
John Ross gave permission for 
both the varsity and JV teams to 
wear the program’s pink uniforms 
in honor of not only Joseph’s 
mother, but anyone they know 
who has or had cancer.

 “The feeling I had when I put 
that pink jersey on and put on 

those socks with those names 
on them was incredible,” says 
Stadnikia. “To some people wear-
ing pink is a fashion statement, 
and used to get attention, but for 
us it's personal. It's all about the 
bigger picture. Personally, my 
aunt died of breast cancer my 
sophomore year of high school, 
a dearest teacher of mine died of 
it just a year after I graduated, 
and not to mention the multiple 
amazing, strong women I know 
who are fighting the battle.”

The JV team played in the pink 
jerseys last week at their last home 
game against Olivet. Joseph’s 
mother wasn’t able to attend, but  
multiple members of her fam-
i l y  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  w e r e 
able to come and show their 
love  a nd  s up p or t  fo r  he r.  
JV coach Courtney Kurncz also 
brought her young nephew who 
has been fighting cancer for about 
a year.

“The pink game meant so 
much to me and my family,” said 
Joseph. “The love and support 
that I have gotten here while at 
Calvin has just been so nice and 
has been a huge blessing.”

While Joseph is part of the 
JV team, the whole basketball 
program has been there for her 
this season, and continued to 
do so at the varsity’s pink game 
Wednesday night.

“Words can’t even describe 
how I feel to have my team-
mates support through these 
hard times with my mother,” 
says Joseph. “I thank God ev-
eryday for being blessed with  
such great teammates that I can 
talk to and pray with through it 
all. I have grown so much with 
my team and not only have them 
as teammates but have them as 
a family.”

“It has definitely brought us all 
a bit closer,” says Veenstra, “and I 
am now reminded not to take this 
life for granted.”

Women wear pink

Men lead MIAA



etceter a
8

Sudoku

c a m p u s  s a f e t y  r e p o rt
2/3/2013
Campus safety responded to Boer Hall on a call for assis-
tance by residence life staff who discovered several students 
that had returned to their residence hall under the influence 
of alcohol.  The students were interviewed and administered 
portable breath tests.  The results of the investigation were 
forwarded to judicial affairs for disciplinary action.

More coverage of “Shrew” 
necessary

Dear Editor, 
A  r e s o u n d i n g  B R AVO ! 

to the cast of Calvin Theater  
Company’s “Taming of the 
Shrew.” I flew to Grand Rapids 
from Maryland to see the play 
(okay ... to see my Calvin student 
in the play) and I absolutely loved 
the show. The sold-out audi-
ence was testament, too, to the 
talent displayed, both on stage 
and behind. The set design was 
exceptionally well done, and 
the actors gave brilliant perfor-
mances. As the audience was 
leaving (both nights that I saw 
the show), I heard only glowing 
accolades for the cast and crew. 
I was hoping that Chimes would 
have a post-production article, 
or that during the run of the 
show, there would have been a 
review, but I did not see any. The 
Calvin Theater Company is doing 

marvelous work and the school 
newsletter should be encouraged 
to promote the talent and hard 
work that these theater folks  
accomplish. 

Debe Tighe
Bowie, Maryland

Campus store mail  
service will be missed

Dear Editor,
Just th is week it was an-

nounced that the campus store 
is discontinuing their last useful 
service to the student body — the 
mail service. This is just one more 
example that those overseeing 
the campus store really do hate 
students. Firstly, there is not a 
single reasonably priced item in 
the whole store, except maybe 
a stamp whose price is fixed by 
the government. The clothes, 
academic supplies and books are 
just the start of the price gouging. 

Letters to the editor And then there’s the first week of 
the semester, their favorite time 
to take advantage of students. 
Unless you are among the spoiled 
few whose parents pay for text-
books, you know very well that 
the campus store charges twice, or 
thrice the value of your textbooks. 
And to make it worse, you know 
they’re making money hand over 
fist when they say, “We’ll buy 
your barely used textbook off  
you for $3.”

And now, in a last ditch effort 
to be a complete pain in the rear, 
they are kicking their customers 
out in the cold. Now everyone 
who wants to send a package 
or buy an envelope will have to 
walk to the distant, uninhabited 
north end of campus to the mail 
building. 

Scott Kamp ‘13

23 across: the important  
part of the paper

Dear Editor,
I would like to open with praise 

for the past few months: you 
have been fairly faithful with 
crossword inclusion. The obvi-
ous exception is interim, when 
crossword craving is highest 
due to reduction in academ-
ic mental st imulat ion. You,  
however, were apparently far 
too busy to throw some arti-
cles together which would, as 
they do most weeks, warrant 
an excuse to print some cross-
words. However, I do not wish 
to dwell on this; there is a much 
bigger, more pungent, f ish to  
fry.

This fish is none other than 
last week’s King Crossword, 
as well as the King Crossword  

from the week before. “Those 
are two different fish!” you say? 
I wish it were so, for therein 
lies the grievance. The papers 
from February 1 and February 
8 included the same crossword. 
I understand it must be difficult 
to find someone else’s crossword 
every week and reproduce it in 
Chimes. The temptation to recycle 
the puzzles, especially on the 
heels of Kill-a-Watt, must at times 
feel too great to resist. However, 
I implore you to persevere in the 
arduous search for new cross-
words. If my letters have done 
anything but encourage you in 
this task, I heartily apologize. 
I need not remind you that I 
speak, not as one man, but for  
the masses.

Corey Van Dyk ‘13
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Most [Christian] reviews just end up trying to boil the game down and sim-
plifying it. If it has violence, then it’s bad; if it has a lot of violence then it’s 
very bad.

Thomas Brown, “Video game discernment”
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By Jonathan hielkema
Staff Writer

More than two years have 
passed since I first read David 
Mitchel l’s intr icate nest ing-
doll novel ”Cloud Atlas.” In it, 
Mitchell uses dizzying construc-
tion in an effective attempt to 
make sweeping statements about 
the nature of human connection 
through space and time via six 
long vignettes. These half-dozen 
snapshots each had their own in-
dividual plots, characters and set-
tings, and were widely dispersed 
in time and genre.

The film adaptation, released 
in October of last year, concerns 
itself with the same six stories. 
They vary from post-apocalyptic 
science fiction to light comedy, 
from a gritty historical seafaring 
tale to a pulpy detective story. 

What holds this unwieldy col-
lage together is a set of key writ-
ing, directing and editorial deci-
sions — without which the film 
would have been nothing more 
than a noble failure.

Actors Tom Hanks, Hal le 
Ber r y,  Hugo Weav i ng (t he 
true standout in the cast), Jim 
Broadbent, Ben Whishaw, Doona 
Bae, Susan Sarandon, Hugh 
Grant and others have all been 
cast in multiple roles.

Visual and thematic similari-
ties between locations and times 
are highlighted through match-
cuts and explicit references to the 
karmic nature of their universe.

Several archetypes persist 
throughout the film — the noble 
individual, the oppressive col-
lective, the motifs of falling, 
escape through windows, and 
others — largely because the 
filmmakers have sacrificed the File Photo

novel’s subtlety.
I lament the loss of this subtle-

ty, but I recognize that this film 
probably could not have worked 

By thomaS BroWn
Guest Writer

As each new form of media 
comes into existence it is neces-
sary for people to discern it, to 
uncover what parts of the new 
media are healthy, and which 
parts are not. When a new media 
is born, people try out new ideas 
and test its boundaries.

In the first stages of develop-
ment we must sit back and let the 
new form find out what it is and 
what it can to. Then we can go 
into it, analyze it and improve it. 
It was difficult to know how to 
discern film and television when 
they were new, but now, decades 
later, it has become far easier. Part 
of this is due to practice and part 
is due to the media developing it 
as such.

For years, video games have 
been evolving. In the late 1970s 
and early 1980s, video games 
were rudimentary and mostly 
arcade games. They were simple 
and only barely reflected things 
from the physical world. In the 
late 1980s and early 1990s, they 
shifted away from arcade gaming 
and into their childhood phase 
— console gaming was created, 
with games of varying styles 
and genres. Many widely loved 
games, consoles, franchises and 
genres began in this period.

Soon after the new millen-
nium, however, video games 
began to reach the preteen stage, 
developing better graphics, game-
play, genres, styles, mechan-
ics, systems, consoles and cre-
ated online play, like Xbox Live 
and PSN.

Now, in 2013, video games 
are entering their adolescent 
phase, developing the patterns 
and habits that the medium may 
keep or throw away, f inding 

out what leads to a good video 
game and trying to perfect the 
art. Developers are beginning 
to focus more with content than 
ever before — less with graphics 
and more with narrative. All the 
various pieces of the game need 
to be developed together; the 
controls, music, plot, character, 
narrative, etc.

Within the decade video games 
will reach adulthood, becoming a 
fully fledged media in their own 
right, once the finer points of 
making and developing a good 
video game have been tuned. 
Developers need to know how to 
make video games worthy of be-
ing called art on the same level as 
the most respected works of film, 
music and traditional art. But not 
only developers need to prepare 
themselves; the gamer commu-
nity needs to develop as well. 

Now that video games have 
reached adolescence, it is im-
perative that we know how to 
critique what makes a game good. 
Without being able to develop 
that, the industry may not evolve, 
but instead grow stale and keep 
the habits it has developed, be 
they good or bad. Video games 
are poised to become a media 
powerhouse like television and 
film, and in order to make it bet-
ter there must be critics.

These critics need to be able to 
talk to more than just hard core 
gamers  and sort the bad from the 
brilliant to encourage developers 
make better games. The criticism 
community for video games is 
fledgling at best. Most reviews are 
simply an overview of what the 
game contains and its mechanics. 
Game critics need to dig deeper 
and find out what really makes a 
game good, beyond the frame-rate 
and controls. We need a mature 
way to talk about video games, 
the gaming community and what 

makes a game good. 
For Christians this is even 

more true. If Christians are to 
have an active part in video game 
development, evolution and par-
ticipation, they must be also be 
able to wade through the yearly 
deluge of video games and dis-
cover what makes a game healthy 
to play. This has always been 
difficult and few have achieved 
reasonable success. Since the start 
of the industry, many Christians 
have tried to discern video games, 
but most reviews just end up try-
ing to boil the game down and 
simplifying it. If it has violence, 
then it’s bad; if it has a lot of vio-
lence then it’s very bad. If it has 
offensive language, then it must 
be wrong for Christians to play it.

This method is clunky and 
f lawed; the shallow way to dis-
cern. It does not look into the 
heart of the game and discern 
what the game is really about. 
Total depravity means that ev-
erything is f lawed and contains 
sin. But that does not mean the 
whole is sinful. There must also 
be something redeeming in ev-
erything. Christians need to find 
ways to look for and discover 
those things in video games. To 
simplify them down and look 
only at the fallen parts of a video 
game is not the way to discern 
them.

Discernment is being able to 
navigate through culture to see 
what is truth and distorted truth. 
Paul lays out this concept in 1 
Corinthians 8 when he writes that 
for some it may be alright to par-
take in meats sacrificed to idols. 
He says that each must decide for 
themselves if it is right or wrong, 
but also warns the Corinthians 
that they but be careful that their 
decision does not tempt others 
around them.

The same thing happens with 

video games. What is okay for 
someone may be wrong for an-
other and Christians will have to 
make sure that they are not in a 
situation to tempt another. 

Discerning is not new to 
Christians, we have been doing 
it for literally thousands of years. 
We have applied this discernment 
to film, literature and art. If we 
can apply some of the skills we’ve 
learned in these other fields, per-
haps we can give ourselves a foun-
dation to stand on for discerning 
video games.

When it comes to what makes 
a good game, I would argue that 
all must be taken in context. In all 
media the central piece is the aes-
thetic. All pieces of the style, art, 
story and narrative combine into 
one thing. This remains the same 
for video games. The question of 
violence, taken in the context of 
the plot, is no longer “is the game 
violent?” but instead becomes “is 
this senseless violence, without 
purpose, or does the violence seek 
to tell us something; does it ad-
vance a worthy plot?” Christians 
need to ask if a game is portray-
ing godly morals, is amoral or 
is immoral.

Many films contain violence, 
but they do it in a way that does 
not glorify the violence. If a 
movie has violence few Christian 
reviewers say that simply because 
of that fact no Christian should 
watch it.

The same goes for offensive 
language: if it is done just for the 
sake of being vulgar and trying to 
attract a teen male audience, then 
it is glorifying something that 
should not be. That part of the 
film or video game is worthless 
and degrading. 

In some ways it can all come 
down to what the game’s motive 
is. Is the game trying to say that 
violence is right, and that people 

can and should be violent, or try-
ing to say that violence doesn’t 
matter? If so, then the video 
game is clearly in contradiction 
with the word of God. It is not 
just Christians who need to ask 
themselves these questions either. 
Many non-Christians have begun 
to wonder what should be in video 
games. These are questions that 
should and need to be asked for 
video games as a medium and an 
industry to mature.

To look only at the video game 
though, is only seeing half the 
picture. It is not just the video 
game that can be in the wrong. 
I would also argue that when it 
comes to violence in video games 
it depends on where your heart 
is. If you truly believe in your 
heart that you are killing another 
human being, and are okay with 
that, then what you are doing is 
now unhealthy and wrong; it is 
murder. If you internalize the vio-
lence and treat it as good, normal, 
or even holy, your heart is being 
corrupted. Christians need to 
look inside themselves when they 
play video games, because where 
your heart is matters very much 
when violence is thrown into a 
video game.

Video games are entering a 
new age of development and de-
sign. If our culture doesn’t figure 
out how to critique and improve 
video games, we will loose a very 
powerful medium that can tell 
great stories. Christians are going 
to be a part of these critiquing 
discussions, whether we like it or 
not. Whether we are ready or not. 
We need to be seriously thinking 
about where video games should 
and should not go.

I realize have barely scratched 
the surface of the topic, but that is 
because I don’t have the answers 
yet. However, I do know that we 
are called to seek them.

without paying that price.
Reviews often note how large, 

audacious f i lms l ike “Cloud 
Atlas” “fall short of perfection” 

or are “flawed gems.”
What comes through quite 

clearly in the film adaptation of 
“Cloud Atlas” is that all artistic 
projects are exercises in compro-
mise, attempting to find a satis-
fying equilibrium between too 
short and too long, between too 
light and too serious, and between 
numerous other extremes.

These compromises manifest 
themselves most obviously, how-
ever, in how the actors perform 
their roles. Of our principle ac-
tors, not one — save perhaps 
Hugo Weaving — is able to quite 
pull off all of their performances 
seamlessly. Much of this can be 
attributed to cross-racial and 
cross-age casting.

Aging someone through make-
up is a delicate art, and there are 
some faces in this film that look 
more like putty cascades than hu-
man flesh. Distracting flaws do 
real damage to the sense of time 
and place in the film, and give us 
an uncomfortable but informa-
tive peek into the artificiality  
of film-making.

That being said, this is prob-
ably the best “Cloud Atlas” ad-
aptation I could have reasonably 
expected. It fails where it couldn’t 
help but fail (and in few other 
places besides), and mostly suc-
ceeds where it needs to.

I’m not sure how it would 
stand up to microscopic dissec-
tion. Since I did not experience 
the film that way, and I doubt 
that it is asking to be so parsed, 
that holds little relevance for 
my opinion.

It rides a razor’s edge between 
success and failure, but hope-
fully viewers will be endeared 
to it and hope to wrestle with its 
implications for some time after 
seeing it.

Christian video gamers must learn discernment

‘Cloud Atlas’ adaptation an exercise in compromise Do you want to become 
a better speaker and 

presenter?

Do you want to commu-
nicate with confidence?

Do you want to develop 
your leadership skills?

Do you want to listen 
more effectively?

Do you want to practice 
speaking fluency in 

English?

Ted Spoelstra Toastmasters 
can help you! The club 
holds a public recording 
open house meeting on
Monday, Feb. 25 from 

12:30-1:25 p.m. in Room 
242 at Calvin Theological 

Seminary. Explore this
great opportunity for self-
confidence and personal 

growth! Free lunch will be 
provided!

For more information, 
contact David Zigterman
dpz029@calvinseminary.

edu; 
920-627-3521.
(Sponsored by CAS)
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[Primes] pepper the natural numbers with a disconcerting 
degree of unpredictability, yet are distributed quite evenly.

John Muyskens, “Largest ever Mersenne”

BY JON HIELKEMA
Staff Writer

Consumer PC manufacturer 
Dell announced last week that 
it would be buying itself back 
from its shareholders and be-
coming a private company. The 
firm’s founder and present CEO 
Michael Dell is planning to buy 
the company for $24.4 billion 
with assistance from Silver Lake, 
a private equity firm, and soft-
ware giant Microsoft.

The news comes as the culmi-
nation of a long span of decline 
for the once-dominant company. 
In the last six years, Dell has 
slipped from being the largest 
PC manufacturer to the third 
largest, falling behind Lenovo 
and Hewlett Packard. This rep-
resents a significant blow, but it 
is far from the only or even the 
primary reason for Dell’s shaky 
performance over the last half 
decade.

Most of Dell’s problems have 
come from its inability to launch 
and maintain a successful mobile 
product. After years of increased 
consumer interest in smartphones 
following the release of Apple’s 
iPhone, that market’s profits have 
been claimed by only two compa-
nies: Apple itself, and Samsung. 
Industry stalwarts like HTC 
and LG have found themselves 

struggling to earn money selling 
phones. Dell’s situation is far 
more dire. While HTC, LG, Sony, 
Motorola (now a part of Google), 
and others have had trouble in 
the market, they have launched 
and main-
tained vis-
ible, reputa-
ble products 
t h a t  h ave 
attracted 
varying 
amounts of 
attention. 
N o  D e l l 
product has 
achieved 
any kind of 
publicity, 
which could 
lead many 
to assume 
t h a t  t h e y 
are simply 
uninter-
ested in the 
smartphone 
market.

The com-
pa ny ha s, 
however, 
attempted 
to  l au nc h 
smart-
phones and other non-laptop mo-
bile products. 2010’s Dell Streak, 
a five-inch Android device with 
a low-density display and an 

obviously cumbersome software 
skin, failed to generate any mass 
interest. The same year saw the 
announcement of the Venue Pro, 
a Windows Phone with a promis-
ingly attractive design that, after 

numerous delays, was released 
with many severe technical is-
sues. Its market failure was also 
spectacular.

What this shows is that the 
consumer electronics market is 
and has been in a period of deep 
disruption. Older companies that 
dominated the personal computer 
industry like Dell and HP have 

struggled to adapt to chang-
ing conditions because of their 
longtime dependence on certain 
core products (customizable PCs 

for Dell and printers and ink for 
HP) and, especially in HP’s case, 
unstable and unreliable manage-
ment. Dell is hoping to use this 
buyback to reconfigure its opera-
tions and emerge as a hardware 
and software services company. 
IBM, whose PC business began 
a similar decline last decade, en-
acted a similar turnaround. Other 
companies in the same position, 
however, have not thrived to 
nearly the extent to which IBM 
has over the past eight years or so.

Complicating matters fur-
ther for the embattled company 
is shareholder resistance. In a 
statement made to Canadian 
news company Reuters, invest-
ment officer Brian Rogers, whose 
company, T. Rowe Price own a 
significant percentage of Dell 
stocks, said, “We believe that the 
proposed buyout does not reflect 
the value of Dell, and we do not 
intend to support the offer as put 
forward.” Other shareholders 
have issued similar complaints.

Del l is enter ing a cr it ical 
phase in its history. If it can en-
act an IBM-style turnaround will 
greatly depend on its ability to 
gracefully withdraw or reduce its 
presence in what have been its 
core markets. This is always 
a r isky proposit ion, and in 
this fast-paced and disruption-
prone industry, Dell is facing an 
uncertain future.

BY JOHN MUYSKENS
Sci-Tech Editor

Prime numbers have always 
fascinated mathematicians. They 
pepper the natural numbers with 
a disconcerting degree of unpre-
dictability, yet are distributed 
quite evenly. So much of math-
ematics f inds surprising and 
beautiful connections between 
seemingly disparate concepts. 
There is a reassuring recurrence 
of patterns. This is not so with 
the primes.

Number enthusiasts have long 
sought underlying rules to ex-
plain why certain numbers are 
prime. Two different approaches 
go hand in hand — proving that 
a given number is prime, and 
predicting patterns to find undis-
covered primes.

The Sieve of Eratosthenes 
exemplif ies an early attempt. 
Picture the natural numbers (any 
number you can use to count 
objects) ordered on a line. The 
first number is one. Recalling 
the definition of a prime number 
(a natural number greater than 
one with no factors besides itself 
and one), we see that one itself 
is off the table. Beginning with 
two, we’ve already found our 

first prime! Indeed, it meets all of 
the specifications. We also now 
know a lot of numbers that aren’t 
prime — that is, all multiples of 
two. With hardly any work at 
all, we can cross out half of the 
numbers we were 
considering. The 
next number that 
isn’t crossed out 
is three — another 
prime! After cross-
ing out every third 
number, the next 
unmarked num-
ber is five, again 
p r i m e .  I f  y o u 
haven’t  caug ht 
the pat te r n,  as 
you work your 
way  a lon g  t he 
number line, any 
unmarked number 
you come across 
will be prime, be-
cause if it had any 
factors, you would 
have crossed it out 
along with them 
already. The Sieve 
of Erastothenes 
is a fairly efficient algorithm to 
find all the primes in the range 
of the low hundreds, but it’s easy 
to see that without the aid of a 
computer it is impractical for 

anything larger. It also can’t just 
tell you if any given number is 
prime without running through 
the whole process.

Exploiting modular arithmetic, 
Fermat’s Little (but not his last) 

Theorem can be used to prove 
that a given number is composite 
(not prime) or likely to be prime. 
Unfortunately, some composite 
numbers can pass this and other 

primality tests. These numbers 
are called psuedoprime.

Some mathematicians noticed 
that (2^n)-1 tends to be prime 
when n is prime. Initially, it was 
thought this worked for all primes. 

Hudalricus Regius 
busted that myth 
in 1536 when he 
found that (2^11)-
1 = 2047 = 23*89. 
Marin Mersenne, 
a f rench monk, 
postulated in 1644 
that it was true for 
n = 2, 3, 5, 7, 13, 
17, 19, 31, 67, 127 
and 257, and that 
for n < 257, all the 
rest result in com-
posites. He wasn’t 
completely right 
(the complete list 
is n = 2, 3, 5, 7, 
13, 17, 19, 31, 61, 
89, 107 and 127), 
but he still got his 
name on primes of 
the form (2^n)-1.

With the advent 
of  h igh-per for-

mance electronic computing in 
the second half of the twentieth 
century, researchers began using 
computers to find increasingly 
large primes. It is no accident 

that the largest primes discovered 
are all Mersenne primes. This is 
because they are the easiest large 
numbers to prove prime.

The GIMPS (Great Internet 
Mersenne Prime Search) is a 
distributed computing project 
that has been working to find 
new primes since 1996. In its 17 
years, GIMPS has found all 14 
of the largest mersenne primes. 
According to mersenne.org, the 
system can handle up to 150 
trillion calculations per second 
on 360,000 CPUs. Volunteers 
can contribute to the project by 
installing the GIMPS software 
on their personal computers. 
GIMPS offers cash rewards of 
$3,000 to the lucky finders of 
new primes. In addition, the 
Electronic Frontier Foundation 
is offering a $150,000 bounty for 
the first prime with at least 100 
million digits and $250,000 for 
at least one billion digits.

Dr. Cur t is Cooper, of the 
University of Central Missouri, 
recently found his third record-
breaking prime. On January 
25,  C u r t i s  con f i r med t hat 
(2^57,885,161)-1 was the 48th 
mersenne prime. It has 17,425,170 
digits. The proof took 39 days 
to compute. He is eligible for a 
$3,000 award from GIMPS.

Science Division Seminar Schedule
Flukes and Fish Eyes:  Where Parasitological and 
Ecological Research Meet - Dr. Curt Blankespoor

Friday 15th 1:30 p.m. SB 010
Engineering Seminar: TBA

Kristin Zietlow, Monday 18th 3:30 p.m. SB 110
Energy transfer and charge carrier transfer dynam-

ics in Mn-doped semiconductor nanocrystals 
Dr. Dong Hee Son (Texas A&M)
Thursday 21st 11:30 a.m. SB 110

Self-Cannibalism and Cancer: Mathematical Mod-
els in Molecular Biology - Anna Plantinga & Rebekah 

Coggin.  (Calvin Students) Thursday 21st 3:30 p.m. NH 276

Dell to buy back shares, go private in response to weak sales

Largest ever Mersenne prime number discovered, has millions of digits  

A beautiful visualization of the primes.
HTTP://WWW.JASONDAVIES.COM/PRIMOS/

Dell keeps their shiny postmodern corporate ziggurat in Round Rock, Texas
WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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Making sure that we treat other traditions with similar nuance 
is a good first step to fostering understanding and respect.

Jon Hielkema, “Sermon perpetuates”

From the
  Editor

BY JONATHAN HIELKEMA
Staff Writer

Pastor Mary Hulst, Calvin’s 
esteemed chaplain, preached a 
sermon for February 10‘s LOFT 
(Living Our Faith Together) 
service that answered questions 
about Christianity’s exclusiv-
ity and the radical nature of 
the Christian doctrine of grace. 
For the most part, the sermon 
was evocative and reflected the 
best of the Reformed tradition’s 
commitment to the idea of God’s 
gratuitous mercy and forgiveness. 
However, when she addressed 
the question of Christianity’s 
uniqueness in what I will crassly 
call “the religious marketplace,” 
she made what I think to be an 
unfortunate error in presenting 
other religions. In particular, 
she made some claims about 
Buddhism that, as a person who 
actively studies and even prac-
tices aspects of Buddhist faith in 
a Christian framework, made me 
deeply uncomfortable.

Pastor Hulst said, “Now, in 
Buddhism, which is not so much 
a religion really as a philosophy 
of life, the idea is to detach from 
everything because once you’re 
attached to things, you start to 
suffer … You don’t want to suffer, 
so you detach and you meditate 
and you think about how you 
are just not attached to the whole 
world. You’re just detached and 
you’re not going to suffer.” 

There are a few sweeping 
claims made in that short state-
ment, and I want to address each 
in turn.

1.Buddhism is not a religion, 
but a philosophy of life.

2.The central point of Buddhism
is to escape from suffering be-
cause suffering is undesirable.

3. Buddhists detach themselves 
from the world through medita-
tion.

First, the claim that Buddhism 
is not a religion has varying de-
grees of truth depending on how 
one defines a religion and on 
what kind of Buddhism is being 
addressed. Buddhism generally 
does not place ultimate value on 
a God, but there are many tradi-
tions in Buddhism, particularly 
Mahayana sects, that accept the 
existence of countless divine 
beings. The Buddha himself 
acknowledged the existence of 
the Hindu gods with which his 
culture was familiar. 

Most of Buddhism’s many ex-
pressions, however, problematize 
absolute devotion to a supreme 
being. To me, this does not dis-

qualify Buddhism from being a 
religion. While Zen and some 
forms of Westernized Buddhism 
de-emphasize rituals, written 
texts and doctrines in favor of 
individual experience (and even 
those traditions, I would ar-
gue, qualify as religious), this is 
not the case for the vast major-
ity of Buddhists in the world. 
Buddhists build temples, venerate 
saints, read sacred texts and recite 
prayers. They follow a religion. 
Whether they believe in a singu-
lar being or beings as the ultimate 
value in life is beside the point. 
Would we deny that Christianity 
is a religion just because we spend 
so much time at Calvin talking 
about our faith as a worldview? 
Buddhism does have its own 
philosophical views, but so do all 
world religions.

Second, Buddhism’s doctrines 
about suffering are complex and 
multifaceted. While Pastor Hulst’ 
statement gets to aspects of how 
the Buddhist tradition approach-
es the question of suffering, it 
implies that Buddhism is some-
how escapist or world-denying. 
It might be easy to get this im-
pression from some practitioners 
of more individualistic Western 
Buddhism. What Buddhism re-
quires, however, is not a denial of 
the world but an embrace of it, a 
holistic knowing  and experience 
of the universe as it truly is.

A fine online introduction to 
Buddhism defines attachment 
succinctly: “On one hand it is 
trying to control anything and 
everything by grabbing onto or 
trying to pin them down. On 
the other hand, it is control by 
pushing away or pushing down 
and running away or f linching 
away from things. ...  we try 
to make internal and external 
things and experiences into ‘me 
and mine’ or wholly ‘other’ than 
Me.” Everything in the world 
is impermanent — possessions, 
friendships, our ideas about God 
and the Earth itself — and trying 
to elevate any one of these things 
from something to be accepted 
or enjoyed to an object of cling-
ing is to deny that essential fact. 
Buddhism teaches not to ignore 
but to accept without judgment, 
to live with a compassion and 
grace that knows no distinctions 
between self and other, weak and 
strong, male and female, or any 
of the other categories we impose 
on the world.

In Christian terms, suffering 
is extinguished when we stop 
building idols and worshipping 
them. Buddhists would simply 
say that ultimate devotion to a 

Great Being or attachment to 
your own self are also forms of 
idolatry. When you achieve en-
lightenment in Buddhism you 
are not an island unto yourself, 
free of the cares of the world. 
You are integrated more fully 
in a unified and intimately in-
terconnected web of existence 
to which all things are bound.

Finally, Pastor Hulst spoke 
about meditation as the way 
that Buddhists release them-
selves from suffering. There 
are strong lines of truth in 
this statement. Meditation is 
highly valued by many sects 
of Buddhism, including Zen, 
which is the most visible and 
popular form of the religion 
in the West. However, some 
traditions in Buddhism enact 
their enlightenment through 
other means either in addition 
to or instead of meditation. 
Jodo Shinshu and other forms 
of what is called Pure Land 
Buddhism, for instance, hold 
that achieving salvation is a 
matter of merely accepting the 
free grace of Amida, a Buddha 
who vowed to save all sentient 
beings if he achieved enlight-
enment. These sects have no 
other practices because they 
are, like Christianity, based on 
the idea of free grace. Tibetan 
Buddhism involves the practice 
of complicated and in many 
cases secret rituals. 

The problems in the claims 
that our chaplain made come 
from their unwarranted gen-
eralizations. I understand that 
time was limited, that it was 
not a primary point in the ser-
mon, and that we need to work 
with generalizations in order 
to converse much of the time. 
I do not believe that Pastor 
Hulst made these statements 
vindictively or meanly, but I 
f ind that these same myths 
recur again and again when I 
encounter Christians talking 
about Buddhism. Buddhism 
is a tradition that goes back 
two and a half thousand years 
and spreads over multiple con-
tinents and countless cultural 
expressions. We know that 
we cannot say, “all Christians 
believe in infant baptism” 
or “Christians don’t believe 
in making images of Jesus” 
since we have significant and 
longstanding streams in our 
faith that contradict those 
things. Making sure that we 
treat other traditions with 
similar nuance is a good first 
step to fostering understanding 
and respect.

Sermon perpetuates Buddhism myths
BY KAYLA VANDERPLOEG

Staff Writer

Ah, Valentine’s day. While 
gorging yourself on chocolate 
roses and handing out kitschy 
kitten valentines can be fun, the 
day’s emphasis on couples can 
leave us singles feeling a bit... 
awkward. It can be difficult to 
ignore the emphasis the holiday 
seems to put on the fact that we 
are single, and thus, an annual 
chorus of “I just wish I could be 
in a relationship” echoes through-
out the world. And even though 
singles everywhere feel awkward 
about this day and their single 
status, I’ve noticed the desire to 
“just have a boyfriend/girlfriend” 
is particularly strong at Calvin, 
and not limited to Valentine’s 
day, either. 

All throughout the year, jokes 
about the “Mrs. degree,” “fresh-
man frenzy,” “senior scram-
ble” and “ring by spring” echo 
throughout the campus. They 
may just be jokes, but humor 
always has its roots in an underly-
ing truth.

From f irst set t ing foot on 
Calvin’s campus for orientation, 
I found myself being indoctri-
nated with the idea of coming to 
Calvin single and being expected 
to leave with a husband. Nearly 
every session, someone would 
make a joke about how the person 
sitting next to you could be your 
future spouse, and then later on 
they’d, joke about the “freshman 
frenzy” and the ridiculous mar-
riage-crazed underclassmen. But 
how can you expect the culture 
and mindset to be any different 
when every session suggests that 
every person you happen to run 
into at Calvin could possibly be 
“the one”?

This phenomenon isn’t just re-
stricted to freshmen, either. How 
else would you describe the explo-
sive popularity of “Like a Little” 
a few years ago, or  last semester, 
“Match made in Calvin”? The 
majority of conversations I’ve 
found myself in at Calvin almost 
always veer off into talking about 
relationships or, more frequently, 
how much it sucks to be single.

You see, all the talk and ex-
pectation of marriage creates 
a highly unhealthy culture for 
single Calvin students. Which is 
unfortunate, because it’s been my 
experience that I’ve encountered 
far more single students here 
than those in serious relation-

ships.  When students aren’t in 
these kinds of relationships, they 
begin to start asking, “what’s 
wrong with me that I don’t have 
a boyfriend/girlfriend?” 

This is unhealthy. I promise 
you, there’s nothing wrong with 
being single. And there’s nothing 
wrong with you if you aren’t in a 
serious relationship. In fact, there 
are a lot of things about single 
that are actually really nice. 
However, rather than enjoying 
the freedoms that bless single-
dom, at Calvin we spend most of 
our time wishing that “we could 
just be in a relationship.” But 
that isn’t healthy either. In fact, 
that mindset just creates more 
problems; you should enter into 
a relationship because you deeply 
care for that other person, not just 
because you feel you should be in 
a relationship. Any relationship 
that isn’t entered into because 
you care about and want to be 
with that particular person is a 
relationship doomed to failure. 
And this kind of failure cycles 
back to prompt the “what’s wrong 
with me” mindset all over again.

Beyond re-evaluating our per-
sonal views on young marriage 
and relationships, I think Calvin 
could go a step further and stop 
reinforcing the student marriage 
culture. I’m not talking about the 
lectures and sexuality series pan-
els — those offer great discussions 
and perspectives on these issues. 
Rather, I’m saying that we need 
to stop joking about it. We need 
to stop allowing ads that reference 
the “Mrs. degree” in Chimes, 
we need to stop insinuating that 
“the one” is sitting next to us at 
all campus-wide events, we need 
to stop joking about marriage in 
student news, etc. Most impor-
tantly, we need to stop sending 
the message to incoming fresh-
man that they’re expected to find 
their spouse here. Because it gets 
the idea in their heads that there’s 
something wrong with them if 
they don’t find “the one” while 
attending Calvin. And there’s 
not. There is nothing wrong 
with graduating from Calvin as 
a single person.

Changing culture is a big task, 
and it’s not easy to clear this 
mindset from our heads. It’s taken 
me three years to recognize all 
the nonsense I’ve been thinking 
about dating at Calvin. But once 
you recognize it, it’s easy enough 
to dislodge. And once you’ve 
dislodged it, you can become an 
agent of change.

See letters to the editor on page 8

“What do you want to be 
when you grow up?”

 They used to ask us this 
all the time when we were 
kids. Preschool teachers gave 
us pieces of construction pa-
per, and we covered them 
with crayon scrawlings of fire 
trucks and ballet shoes. Fifth 
grade teachers gave us writing 
prompts, and we wrote down 
paragraphs with proper topic 
sentences about the long road 
to medical school. High school 
counselors gave us URLs, and 
we filled in bubbles that told us 
to become sign language inter-
preters or construction project 
managers.

 But when’s the last time 

someone asked you what you 
wanted to be when you grew up? 
It’s common for them to ask us 
what our major is, or what we 
want to do after graduation, but 
they leave out that phrase “when 
you grow up.” We’re in college, 
you see, and we’re supposed to 
be grown-ups already.

 Therein lies one of the central 
paradoxes of college. At least, 
it’s one that’s cropped up in my 
mind in the last few months as I 
prepare for the “real world.” As 
college students, young adults, 
we’re expected to mature quickly 
and begin making contributions 
to society. But as college students, 
young adults, we feel a hesitation 
to grow up too fast.

 We get the best and worst of 
both worlds. When we land in-
ternships or attend career fairs, 
we put on skirts and ties, use 
a little extra makeup and slick 
our hair back, ready to enter the 
world of adulthood. We want to 
be taken seriously and treated 
as grown ups — capable and 
visionary members of society. 
We have great educations and 
a completely new skill set that’s 
especially applicable to the new 
digital world. It’s in our power to 
make a big change when we enter 
the workforce, and we want to use 
that leverage. Adults (those 30, 
40, 50-year-olds), however, don’t 
always see us that way. Bosses 
and teachers often patronize us or 
just plain ignore us. They might 
even see us as a threat. 

 But when we procrastinate 
homework and stay up all night 
watching “Parks and Recreation” 
with our housemates, when we 
don’t know what to major in or 
forget to pay the electric bill, 
we want everyone to remember 
we’re still not old enough to rent 

cars. We like to use ignorance 
as an excuse — perhaps a valid 
one, but an excuse all the same. 
Reminding our parents that col-
lege is for new experiences, we 
spend our four (or five, or six) 
years gallivanting around Europe 
and learning to bartend. It’s a 
whole lot of fun, but we’re also 
not contributing a whole lot to the 
greater good.

 The responsibilities of adult-
hood are numerous. You don’t 
need me to tell you that. At some 
point, however, we’ve got to 
own up. 

 Or do we? I’m not really sure. 
There is certainly something 
to be said for using college as a 
springboard to our adult lives. 
But there’s also value in living 
life to the fullest while we’ve still 
got a chance. I’m torn because I 
see myself making both grown up 
and juvenile choices every day. 

 So here’s a cop out: in the style 
of that awful movie with Jennifer 
Aniston and Vince Vaughn, I give 
you an editorial with two end-
ings. Take your pick.

 For the Peter Pans among 
you:

Keep taking it slow. Choose 
classes that just sound interest-
ing. Study abroad. You don’t 
quite know what to do with 
your life, and it’s really okay 
to share a one-bedroom apart-
ment and work at a cafe for 
a while. Remember that it’s 
okay to make mistakes — col-
lege, ultimately, is a learning 
experience.

 F o r  t h e  n e x t  M a r k 
Zuckerbergs:

Suck it up. Choose class-
es that can earn you a triple 
major. Market yourself. You 
know what field you want to 
enter, and you have to jump 
in with both feet. Put away 
that Playstation and go get a 
job. Remember that college is 
preparation for the real world 
— you have to grow up fast or 
become obselete.

All I really know is that it’s 
time to make a choice.

~ajz

Singleness liberating
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