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Online Editor

This article was originally pub-
lished on Wednesday, Dec. 5.  It was 
retracted shortly after due to minor 
errors in terminology and a miscom-
munication with the administration, 
who later worked with Chimes to 
clarify the terminology and revise 
the story.

Calvin’s final 2012-’13 budget 
was approved on Nov. 15, more 
than five months after the start 
of the fiscal year.

President Michael Le Roy 
made the announcement to fac-
ulty senate on Monday, Dec. 3.

This year’s budget showed an 
unexpected cost of $1.1 million 
mostly due to rising healthcare 
costs for employees and retirees. 
The college covered that extra 
cost and helped balance the bud-
get by taking advantage of a col-
lection of one-time gifts.

The budget also revealed that 
Calvin is paying about $6.2 mil-
lion annually to service its debt, a 
number which was not common 
knowledge in the past.

These payments are antici-
pated every year until 2017, when 
the amount is expected to rise.

Money from a debt service 
reserve account as well as outside 
gifts covered this year’s payment.

In spite of these recent de-
velopments, Le Roy remains 
optimistic.

Le Roy reveals budget development concerns, debt payment details
“This is a solvable problem, 

but we need to be honest about 
ourselves,” Le Roy said in the 
meeting of faculty sen-
ate. “It’s going to take 
a while. I can’t tell you 
right now how long.”

Calvin’s budget de-
velopment process

Approving the bud-
get nearly halfway into 
the fiscal year has been 
standard practice for 
the college for the last 
few years.

Calvin’s fiscal year 
starts on July 1. The 
planning and priori-
ties committee, a group 
charged with the long-
range planning of the 
college, approved the 
final budget at its mid-
November meeting.

Lower enrollments 
and a difficult financial 
climate strained the 
budget, so final budget 
action was often de-
layed until those things 
were known with cer-
tainty.

This practice was a 
common college proce-
dure under the previous 
administration, which 
included Vice President 
of Finance Henry DeVries and 
Director of Financial Services 
Sam Wanner, who have since left 
the college.

The f inancial services of-

fice helps the Vice President for 
Administration, Finance and 
Information Services draft the 

budget. The planning and priori-
ties committee and the board of 
trustees must approve it.

Board members and Calvin 
employees would sometimes 

express concern over the bud-
get timing, but no change was 
proposed until the change in 

administrations.
Le Roy plans to have a final-

ized budget for the 2013-’14 year 
in advance of the next fiscal year, 
which begins on July 1.

“It’s normative in higher edu-
cation to have a budget presented 
and approved by a board in their 

spring board meet-
ing, to be imple-
mented in July,” 
said Le Roy.

Le Roy cited his 
exper ience with 
t he  budge t  p ro -
cess at Whitworth 
University, where 
h e  p r e v i o u s l y 
served as provost.

Rising health-
care costs threaten 
budgets.

S i n c e  C a l v i n 
lacked a finalized 
budget for this fis-
cal year until Nov. 
15, administrators 
did not anticipate 
a $2.2 million in-
crease in the cost of 
health benefits for 
Calvin faculty, staff 
and retirees until 
October.

Although the in-
creasing trend of 
healthcare costs was 
clear, the amount 
by which the costs 
would increase was 
underestimated.

I n  t h e  p a s t , 
Calvin would get good deals from 
its healthcare provider, which 

BY BRITTANY BEEZHOLD
Staff Writer

Exposed, raw wooden 
ceilings stretched out 
wide, restored wooden 
floors with the character 
of an old familiar face, 
a raised pond of Koi 
fish varying in brilliant 
orange hues. Stepping 
through the double doors 
of the Goei Center, warm 
earth tones, delicious 
smells and lively chat-
ter greeted guests. At 5 
p.m., business owners, 
brewers, bakers, chefs 
and farmers gathered 
with the guests in the 
airy spaces of the Goei 
Center.

Whi le the eclec t ic 
tunes from the live band 
The Wealthy Orphans 
f lowed t h rou g h t he 
room, guests mingled 
and tasted the food and 
drink generously provid-
ed by Bistro Bella Vita, 
Connie’s Cakes, Grand 

Rapids Cheesecake 
Company, Lubbers 
F a m i l y  F a r m , 
MadCap Cof fee 
C o m p a n y,  S a n 
Chez Bistro, The 
Starving Ar t ist, 
Tr i l l ium Haven 
a n d  T w i s t e d 
Rooster.

From del icate 
cheeses and chut-
ney or heavenly 
gourmet macaroni 
cheese to decadent 
m i n ia t u re  c up -
cakes to Founder’s 
pale ale or Lake 
E f f e c t  B l e n d 
brewed MadCap 
coffee to honey soy 
g lazed tof u and 
root vegetables, the 
sampling of Grand 
Rapids’ finest lo-
cal food sponsors 
delighted attenders 
and sparked con-
v e r s a t i o n s  o n 
t h e  t o p i c s  o f 
sustainability.

At 6:30 p.m., 

guests gathered and sat in an-
ticipation for the opening re-
marks, the 2013 State of the Local 
address and the LocalMotion 
Awards presentation. Local First 
Board member Chris Lampen-
Crowell started the evening with 
great enthusiasm.

“There is a buzz going around 
west Michigan. A local buzz,” 
Lampen-Crowell said.

“And that buzz is Grand 
Rapids. This place matters.”

Lampen-Crowell described the 
growth of Local First. Starting 
with only a small handful of 
members, Local First has grown 
into a force of 600 members, all 
passionately pursuing the sup-
port of local food, sounds and 
products.

Following Lampen-Crowell’s 
opening remarks, Elissa Hillary, 
the Executive Director of Local 
First, came to the podium to de-
liver an analysis of the progress 
made in 2012.

“We’re here to celebrate our 
community. We’re here to

Local First celebrates a vibrant local business community

See “Local,” page 4

Going forward, Calvin will approve the budget by the beginning of the fi scal year.

Local musicians The Wealthy Orphans (artist Rick Beerhorst and friends) provided 
tunes for the evening’s festivities, which celebrated and awarded local businesses.

BRITTANY BEEZHOLD
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BY GRACE RUITER
Campus Co-editor

As you’re poring over your 
syllabi and mapping out your 
spring semester accordingly, Jeff 
Bouman, director of the service-
learning center, hopes you will 
consider taking some time out 
of it to participate in some of 
the service-learning opportu-
nities Calvin 
offers. If you 
do, you will be 
in good com-
pany. Citing 
the 2011-2012 
statistical re-
por t on ser-
vice-learning 
a t  C a l v i n , 
Bouman said 
that last year, 
2,226 Calvin 
students par-
t ic ipated i n 
service-learn-
ing opportu-
n it ies  3,958 
times.

S o m e  o f 
t hose hours 
fulfill Calvin 
class require-
ments. 1,127 
o f  t h e  s t u -
dents recorded 
were a part of 
Streetfest and 1,600 hours came 
from academically-based service-
learning (ABSL), though Bouman 
notes that the number of students 
involved in ABSL opportunities is 
hard to pinpoint, since some stu-
dents either participate in ABSL 
opportunities voluntarily, or do 
not record their hours. 

Although many students get in-
volved through classes, Bouman 
encouraged students to take ad-
vantage of the numerous op-

portunities offered outside the 
classroom as well.

Noah Kruis, associate director 
of the service-learning center, 
urged students to consider spring 
break trips as one way to serve.

“Most of these trips are de-
signed such that students have 
the chance to observe and partici-
pate in an intentional Christian 
community that is responding to 
the needs around them,” Kruis 

said, adding that the trips can 
be a great way for students to re-
ceive Cross Cultural Engagement 
(CCE) credit as well. However, 
Kruis noted the trips were filling 
up fast, so he encouraged to sign 
up soon. 

For those who already have 
spring break plans, Bouman of-
fered plethora of possible volun-
teer options. 

And although he expressed 
skepticism about students being 

too busy for volunteer work, he 
had plenty of suggestions for 
students short on time.

“I would say we have many 
opportunities that require very 
little time.  Giving blood, for 
example, or signing up to be an 
organ donor. 

This is a minimal commitment 
that makes an impact... There are 
one-time events in collaboration 
with the Plaster Creek Stewards 

planting trees, or cleaning out 
areas of invasive plant species,” 
Bouman said.

For students seeking more 
long-term volunteer opportuni-
ties that are both individually and 
communally fulfilling, Bouman 
recommends getting involved 
with after-school tutoring.

“Calvin students have, for 
nearly fifty years, been spend-
ing some of their time coming 
alongside teachers in the GRPS 

system and have experienced 
deeper learning as a result.  Many 
schools offer after-school pro-
grams. 

Calvin students have often 
been helpful in these programs, 
but also the beneficiaries of good 
community learning as a result.” 

Bouman has also found de-
veloping relationships with area 
immigrant families to be a valu-
able experience for students and 

a  good way 
to support a 
growing im-
migrant com-
munity, espe-
cially for those 
plan n ing to 
g o  a b r o a d . 
Referring 
to  s t u d e nt s 
studying 
abroad, 
Bouman ex-
plained:

“It has of-
t e n  b e e n  a 
good f i t  for 
them to spend 
some of their 
time coming 
a long s ide  a 
refugee family 
for a semester 
or a year, to 
bring them to 
t he  g roce r y 
s t o r e ,  h e l p 

them with language skills, drive 
them to church, all kinds of ways 
to help learn a new culture.”

 Bouman emphasized that 
these were only a few of the 
possible ways to serve the com-
munity, recommending students 
get connected to the service-
learning center by signing up for 
weekly email updates, checking 
the website for regularly posted 
new opportunities, or liking the 
center on Twitter and Facebook.

Service-learning opportunities in abundance for Calvin students

The service-learning center is run by students and staff members who are excited to fi nd ways to 
connect students with the Grand Rapids community.
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was motivated to supply cover-
age to Calvin.

But the new federal healthcare 
law prohibits insurance carriers 
from giving preferential con-
tracts, which means that Calvin 
must now pay non-preferential 
prices for healthcare coverage.
The planning and pr ior it ies 
committee discussed renewing 
Calvin’s current healthcare plan 
last April.

Members discussed how to 
keep costs “within budget param-
eters,” according to the commit-
tee’s minutes. 

The committee approved the 
new plan design, which was pre-
sented by DeVries.

Le Roy noted that completion 
of the 2012-13 budget identi-
fies a slightly larger and earlier 
financial pinch than previously 
projected, and hopes that open-
ing up some of Calvin’s benefit 
coverage to competitive bidding 
will provide some savings.

In order to negotiate more 
favorable rates, Calvin asked 12 
companies to bid to become the 
school’s intermediary between 
some health and retirement ben-
ef it providers. Eight have re-
sponded with an offer. Le Roy 
said that employees would be 
involved in the selection process.

Debt payment information 
was “not visible to most”

Le Roy also told faculty senate 
about a payment of $6.2 million 
to service Calvin’s debt, payments 
which were not readily displayed 
in prior budget presentations.

Calvin used money from a 
savings account to cover most of 
the costs, which it must pay every 
year until 2017.

Calvin also used two gifts of $1 
million and $100,000 to partially 
cover the payment, but the school 
can’t count on those gifts in the 
future.

In 2017, Calvin will begin to 
pay off its actual debt — not only 
interest — which Le Roy esti-
mates could result in payments 
of $9 million per year.

The debt service reserve ac-
count that Calvin used to cover its 
debt payment this year currently 
has a balance of $42 million.

Calvin is developing a plan for 
debt repayment after 2017 with its 
financial advisors.

This debt payment informa-
tion was “not visible to most, not 
to faculty senate and not to the 
board [of trustees],” said Le Roy.

Le Roy, Calvin leadership 
remain optimistic

Despite the hardships ahead 
for Calvin’s f inances, Le Roy 
and college administrators are 
optimistic because the college 
now has a better grasp on under-
standing the current financial 
situation.

They hope that standard tu-
ition increases, solid enrollment 
numbers and fiscal responsibility 
will improve Calvin’s financial 
situation.

“This coming budget year is 
going to be very daunting, but the 
challenges are not insurmount-
able,” said Le Roy.

Le Roy initiated a campus-
wide prioritization process in 
the fall that will help the college 
respond to this and other finan-
cial concerns. “We’re aggres-
sively moving toward the needed 
reforms,” said Le Roy.

Additional reporting and editing by 
John Kloosterman (managing editor) 
and Abby Zwart (editor in chief).

ALLYSA METZNER
Campus Co-editor

Small groups focusing on 
gender, sexuality, identity and 
other pertinent issues facing 
men and women will gather 
across campus this spring. 
For many years, student life 
has been hosting a variety of 
small groups through Broene 
Counseling Center, MSDO 
and campus ministries which 
have focused on the complex 
issues facing students. 

These groups have offered 
a secure place where students 
can discuss those sensitive is-
sues in an environment where 
they can feel safe and men-
tored.  

“The groups exist to help 
students grow more fully into 
the people God has designed 
them to be,” added chaplain 
Aaron Winkle, who is leading 
one of the men’s groups.

These small groups have had 
an impact on the students and 
faculty that have participated, 
according to leaders, which is 
evidenced through the high 
attendance rates and need for 
additional groups each year.

“Sadly, the Wednesday 
group [for women] is already 
full with a significant wait 
list, though we are consider-
ing adding another group,” 
said mentoring coordinator 
Lisa Jousma, who has been 
spearheading this spring’s 
small group opportunities and 
is co-leading a women’s group 
with Julia Smith.

“My hope for the group is to 
provide a safe place for female 
students to examine their be-

liefs about what it means to be 
a woman, and how those beliefs 
have been shaped by our families, 
friends, media and faith. It's a 
place to discuss relating to other 
women, dating, marriage, single-
ness and sex,” added Jousma, 
who has had a long history with 
these small groups.

The idea for these groups was 
spawned by former biology pro-
fessor Jill Tatum when she formed 
a group she titled "Feeling Called, 
or Just Pulled?" 

It was through this group that 
Jousma learned just how im-
portant this type of dialogue 
and community was.  “Having 
recently become a mother and 
seeking to juggle a part-time job 
here at Calvin along with my roles 
as mother and wife, I was excited 
to see that this kind of forum ex-
isted for our students to discuss 
some of the complexities of being 
a woman and the various roles we 
play. As a student, I was confident 
that men and women were equal, 
and it wasn't until marriage and 
children that I really bumped up 
against some of the complexities 
females face that males typically 
do not.”

Thanks to Jousma and many 
different departments on campus, 
these small group opportunities 
have expanded to multiple small 
groups for women and men and 
continue to grow.

“There was a demand by our 
male Calvin students for this 
group, so I started a second group. 
Our goal is to get men to talk 
about specific topics about what it 
is to be a man as it can be confus-
ing in our culture, faith, family, 
and media,” said Richard Baez 
who is also co-leading one of the 
men’s groups this spring.

BUDGET: leadership optimistic Small groups offered to students
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“Being a Worship Apprentice 
for this service meant I had a lot 
of responsibility. I'm very grate-
ful that Paul Ryan (Associate 
Chaplain) trusts in me to be able 
to take on this responsibility. 
I spent many hours planning, 
preparing and then rehearsing. 
I was thrilled with the way it 
came together and believe it was a 

genuine time of worship for those 
who attended or watched online.”

Junior student Elena Buis 
thought that ReGathering was a 
great way to begin the semester, 
and she thinks that more students 
should go in the future.

“I think ReGathering is an 
experience that makes Calvin 
unique in academia,” said Buis. 
“After a month of exploring the 
creation in multiple ways, in 
Grand Rapids and around the 
world, having a celebratory ser-
vice to remind us of the purpose 
of those courses (to glorify God 
in "every square inch") is edify-

ing and helps us keep our focus. I 
wish more students would attend 
ReGathering, because it is such 
an encouraging and energizing 
way to start second semester.”

Le Roy said he spent time with 
leaders of three Christian schools 
overseas, where he learned a lot 
about the cultural and religious 
influences of Islam.

“Service learning and interna-
tional experience pushes us off 
center and causes us to think in 
different ways,” said Le Roy. “I 
spent time with leaders of three 
Christian schools…I learned so 
much about Islam, such as the 
cultural meaning ascribed to the 
label ‘Christian’…to them it’s a 
symbol of the Crusades and the 
Western tradition.”

Le Roy also ta lked about 
the dist inct ion between be-
ing “Christian” or “follower of 
Christ” in predominantly Muslim 
countries.

“Saying ‘I’m a follower of 

By Connor SterChi
on -call Writer

In President Le Roy’s introd-
cution to the second semester, 
Chaplain Mary Hulst inter-
viewed him about global travel 
and Christian faith.

Studying abroad and Christian 
faith were primary topics of the 
conversation at the ReGathering 
service. Before the convocation 
began in the CFAC, a slideshow 
displayed pictures of Calvin stu-
dents studying abroad in Jamaica, 
Kenya, the Galapagos Islands, 
the Netherlands, Vie tnam, 
China, Ghana, Honduras, and 
elsewhere.

ReGathering began with the 
worship team singing the call to 
worship from Deuteronomy 6.

After worship, Pastor Mary 
read an email to the audience 
from someone who had encoun-
tered Calvin students studying 
abroad in Australia; the email 
praised the Calvin students for 
their courtesy and politeness.

“We go out, we are influenced, 
and we inf luence,” said Pastor 
Mary regarding Calvin students 
studying abroad.

She then interviewed President 
Le Roy about his experiences 
studying abroad and how those 
events shaped his faith.

Le Roy talked about his early 
experiences overseas in Sweden. 
Life in the country’s secular 
culture, and his relationships 
with the people who lived there, 
influenced his faith.

“It was fascinating to be a 
person of faith in a very secular 
culture,” said Le Roy.

Le Roy shared a story where 
he encountered a woman who 
was perplexed and asked him a 
nagging question she had about 
Americans.

“One woman asked, ‘Is it true 
that Americans will eat a meal in 
their car?’” said Le Roy, followed 
by laughter from the audience.

Sophomore student Colin 

Chesla enjoyed hearing about Le 
Roy’s leadership experiences and 
how his work and learning has 
related to his faith.

“My biggest takeaway was 
just seeing what a compassionate 
leader Le Roy is and how he inte-
grates academia, faith and work,” 
said Chesla. “And he seems to 
be a great thinker. I’m really im-

pressed with Le Roy as a leader 
and how his academic pursuits 
really feed off his compassion for 
people.”

Sophomore Christian Balcer 
is a Worship Apprentice who 
helped to lead and coordinate the 
worship music at the convocation.

“I thought President Le Roy 
was very insightful in the way he 
described his experiences,” said 
Balcer. 

“He seemed to have learned a 
lot from his time abroad and it 
was very interesting to hear the 
ways in which his faith was chal-
lenged and shaped.

Jesus,’ that meant you were not 
a secular person,” said Le Roy. 
“Christians were referred to as 
the ‘people who love’…it was 
powerful to be in a place where 
Christians are the minority.” 

The predominantly Muslim 
countries’ openness to discuss 
spiritual matters was also great, 
Le Roy said.

“What was wonderful was that 
faith in God is part of the public 
conversation,” he said.

When asked by Pastor Mary 
about how we should engage 
our neighbors who are Muslims, 
Mormons, Hindus, and unbeliev-
ers, Le Roy said we should re-
spond by being faithful witnesses 
rather than winning arguers.

“What Jesus calls us to do is 
‘be My witnesses,’” said Le Roy. 
“I ask myself, ‘how can I listen re-
spectfully and then point to what 
we believe in a generous, gentle 
way?’  [Sometimes] I have been 
more interested in being right 
than I am in being a witness.”

Senior student Laura de Jong 
was heartened by Le Roy’s call for 
students to be faithful and gentle 
witnesses of Christ.

“I thought President Le Roy's 
testimony was encouraging,” said 
de Jong. “The idea that we're 
called simply to be faithful, to be 
witnesses, but not to prove we're 
right was a good reminder for 
me, and hopefully for everyone. 
I've had a number of those con-
versations in just the last month, 
and so I deeply appreciate Le 
Roy's wisdom and matter-of-fact 
response—just be faithful.

“I also so appreciated how 
much Pastor Mary and President 
Le Roy showed their love for the 
students. These are leaders that 
love their job and love their peo-
ple, and in a small way, it makes 
being a part of this community 
that much more special.”

Le Roy ended convocation 
with an invitation for students to 
listen to one another more often. 

“Take a little extra time to lis-
ten to each other,” he said.

By Kyle rodriguez
Campus Co-editor

John Varineau, Calvin’s new 
orchestra conductor, will be a 
familiar face for many students 
and faculty.

Varineau, who previously 
taught at Calvin as an adjunct 
instructor for 22 years, has forged 
a recognized and respected name 
for himself in Grand Rapids over 
the past three decades.

Coming to Grand Rapids in 
1981, Varineau started his career 
as the director of bands at Grand 
Rapids Baptist College (now 
Cornerstone University). During 
the next seven years, he began 
conducting part-time for both the 
Grand Rapids Symphony and the 
Grand Rapids Youth Symphony.

In 1989, he was promoted to a 
full-time position with the Grand 
Rapids Symphony, leading him 
to resign from his teaching job 
at the college. But Varineau did 
not leave education complete-
ly. He taught clarinet at local 
institutions, including Grand 
Valley State University, Grand 
Rapids Community College, 
Cornerstone and Calvin. He 
also visited Calvin and Western 
Michigan as a guest conductor.

With his accumulated back-
ground in the area, students and 
professors agree that Varineau 
will acclimate quickly at Calvin.

“He already knows and has 
worked with a lot of us as a pro-
fessor, which is awesome,” said 
student Jenny LaJoye, reacting to 
the news. “He has a great sense 
of humor.”

Dr. Bert Polman, the chair of 
Calvin’s department of music 

and chair of the search commit-
tee, also saw Varineau’s previous 
Grand Rapids and Calvin experi-
ence as a positive.

“Because Var ineau is the 

conductor of the Grand Rapids 
Youth Symphony, a number 
of Grand Rapids-area music 
students know him well, re-
spect him, etc. and now some of 
those students are in the Calvin 
Orchestra or play in the Calvin 
Community Symphony,” said 
Polman.

“He’ll be teaching clarinet, 
mentoring conducting students 
and teaching various classroom 

music courses, which is all stuff 
he’s already been doing at Calvin 
these past many years as a part-
timer.”

Of course, Polman says, that’s 

one half of Varineau’s new posi-
tion, although he may be recog-
nized more for the other parts of 
the appointment.

“His role as a conductor of the 
Calvin Orchestra and the Calvin 
Community Orchestra (formerly 
Calvin Alumni Orchestra) will 
obviously keep him in the public 
eye, but that’s only about half the 
job,” said Polman. Fortunately for 
Calvin, Varineau is equally excit-

ed for both parts of the position.
“I love making music with 

people, no matter what age level 
or proficiency,” said Varineau. 
“The thing that excites me about 

the position at Calvin is that it is 
unabashedly within a Christian 
faith environment.

“The music department has 
an unofficial motto:  music is our 
passion; students are our priority.  
I love this statement and it really 
fits my own approach to music 
within the academic setting.”

The Calvin community seems 
to be equally excited to bring 
on Varineau, who Polman says 

New orchestra conductor is a familiar face
survived a strict hiring process.

“As is required under Calvin’s 
procedures, we did a national-
level search using the ordinary 
online places in which Calvin 
always advertises,” said Polman. 
“Our search committee eventu-
ally narrowed the list down to 
three f inalists, each of which 
was invited to campus for 2 days 
for interviews, sample rehears-
ing, etc.

“Af ter that process John 
Varineau was chosen as the No. 1 
person and he then went through 
the final interviews with the pro-
vost and a dean and also with our 
professional status committee.”

Despite the strict process, it 
seems that Varineau may have 
been the committee’s first choice 
all along.

“When Professor Nordling an-
nounced that he would be leaving, 
Dr. Polman talked to me about 
applying for the position,” said 
Varineau.

“Throughout the interview 
process, he has been very encour-
aging.  In addition to that, there 
were several other faculty mem-
bers who I’ve had professional 
relationships with, most notably 
Dr. Shangkuan and Dr. Reimer 
who were very encouraging.”

In addition, Varineau men-
tioned that Polman fought to 
ensure that the position would 
continue to be a full-time, tenure-
track position — a stipulation that 
Varineau needed to be able to take 
the position.

But in the end, both parties 
did what was necessary to en-
sure a happy marriage and both 
Varineau and the Calvin com-
munity are looking forward to 
the partnership.

Before becoming the orchestra conductor,  Varineau taught as an adjunct instuctor at Calvin.
photo CourteSy of mary taBer

President Le Roy kicked off this semester with a conversation about studying abroad and 
Christian Faith.

photo By  anna delph

Le Roy reflects on faith and travels to start semester
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It makes me happy to be in a place where I can think 
local first.

Elissa Hillary, “First meeting of Local First”

BY JOSEPH MATHESON
Local News Editor

Michigan Governor R ick 
Snyder has asked the Michigan 
Supreme Court to give an ad-
visory opinion on the constitu-
tionality of the new right-to-work 
law that he signed into law last 
month. Snyder hopes that a deci-
sion by the Supreme Court will 
head off the multiple lawsuits that 
have been threatened and would 
likely be filed with 
lower courts.

Many have ar-
gued that the law, 
which prohibits em-
ployers, both private 
and public, from re-
quiring employees 
to pay union dues 
in order to be hired, 
impinges on the au-
thority granted to 
the Civi l Service 
C o m m i s s io n  i n 
t h e  M i c h i g a n 
constitution. The 
C i v i l  S e r v i c e 
Commission, which 
s e t s  t h e  s t a t e ’s 
conditions of em-
ployment, and the 
Office of the State 
Employer are es-
pecially concerned 
about determining 
the constitutional-
ity of law quickly, 
since collective bargaining agree-
ments for state employees expire 
at the end of the year.

“This is a very time-sensitive 
question,” Snyder notes in his 
letter to the Michigan Supreme 
Court. He also notes “the impact 
this legislation will soon have on 
public and private collective bar-
gaining across the state involving 
millions of Michigan workers,” 
and urged the Supreme Court to 
reach a decision before the end of 
the term. A conclusive decision by 
the Court would hopefully cur-
tail extremely time-consuming  
legal battles.

“The uncertainty over the law's 
impact upon state civil servants 
that protracted litigation would 

create would be very divisive 
and would not serve the interest 
of judicial economy,” 
Snyder argued. “Because 
the issues at stake are 
purely legal in charac-
ter the court would not 
benefit from factual de-
velopment at the trial  
court level.”

Other groups, includ-
ing Michigan Democrats 
a nd s t a te  e mployee 
unions, have strongly 

sugges ted that 
they would at-
tempt  to  f ig ht 
the leg i s lat ion 
through lawsuits.

The law has 
b e e n  d i v i s i v e 
f rom the star t, 
with Michigan 
police spending 
over $900,000 in 
extra costs deal-
ing with the pro-
tests in Lansing 
during the debate 
and passage of 
the bill. Lawsuits 
have been f i led 
against the police 
for possibly vio-
lating the Open 
Meetings Act by 
locking an esti-
mated 12,000 pro-
testers out of the 
Capitol while the 
bill was being de-

bated. The cost and size 
of this protest, however, 
pale next to the $11 mil-

lion and nearly 100,000 protesters 
in Madison, Wisconsin when that 

state passed a right-to-work law.
As governor, Snyder has the 

authority under the 
Michigan constitu-
t ion to request an 
opi n ion f rom t he 
Supreme Court, al-
though only on issues 
that are considered 
“solemn occasions.” 
He used this author-
i t y  once  a l ready, 
when Michigan’s new 
tax laws were passed 
in 2011, and Snyder 
wrote that the court’s 
decision then “greatly 
assisted the people of 
Michigan by avoid-
ing a proliferation 
of state and federal 
lawsuits and provid-
ing the state and af-
fected citizens with 
the certainty neces-
sa r y to move for-
ward with the law’s  
implementation.”

Other const it u-
tional concerns that 
Snyder asked the court 
to look into included 
possible infringement 
on the equal protec-
t ion clause of the 
U.S. Constitution, 
since police and fire 
unions are exempt 
from the law, and pos-
sible change of pur-
pose, which would 
be considered invalid 
under the Michigan  
constitution.

Governor Snyder deemed the potential delay due 
to lawsuits to be a “solemn occasion.”

Continued from Page 1

celebrate each other. And we’re 
here especially to celebrate some 
really amazing businesses and 
individuals,” Hillary said.

“We come together once a year 
at this annual meeting to report 
to you our members, our com-
munity, our stake holders what 
we’re doing. And share this past 
year’s efforts and the ways that 
we’re helping build our collective 
dream together and to imagine 
what can be.”

“So we know some things about 
local businesses. I’m preaching to 
the choir here,” Hillary said with 
a smile. “We know that locally 
owned businesses create good 
jobs. Local businesses create re-
vitalized business districts.”

“This is Cherry Street. In the 
last ten years, Cherry Street has 

gone from a place that had fences 
around that maybe no one wanted 
to walk past to the most hopping 
place in town. It’s incredible.”

Hillary also recalled a story of 
a team member who expressed 
the joys of thinking locally.

“I now feel like when I go do 
what would normally be transac-
tions, these everyday things that 
we all have to do, I now have a re-
lationship with the person behind 
the counter,” Hillary said. “I feel 
like I’m part of the community. It 
makes me happy to be in a place 
where I can think local first.”

A f te r  r ev iew i ng 2012 a t 
a glance (including the Balle 
Conference, the 9th Annual 
Local First Street Party, the Eat 
Local Challenge and the Holiday 
Campaign), Hillary reviewed the 
aspects of involvement within the 
Local First community.

With a drastic increase in 
media coverage and successful 
online presence, Hillary empha-
sized how local businesses form 
the art of making things possible.

Craig Clark and Emily Loeks, 
both Local First board members, 
followed Hillary’s 2013 Local 
First Address with the anticipated 
announcement of LocalMotion 
awards. 

With over 100 nominations, 
the awards committee dedicated 
time and effort in considering 
the winners of the six awards. 
Awards were presented to the 
following winners:

LINC Community Revitalization 
— The Change Agent Award.

Founder’s Brewery — The Best 
Longstanding Business Award.

Brewery Vivant — Best Up and 
Coming Business Award.

Christine Helms-Maletic — The 

Michigan police have been criticized for removing 
protestors from the Capitol while the right to 
work bill was being debated.

Governor Snyder requests opinion of Supreme Court on right to work
Michigan Supreme Court’s advisory opinion on the law could forestall lengthy and costly lawsuits

Mover and Shaker Award.
Jaye Van Lenten — The Guy 

Bazzani Local Legacy Award.
A representative for each award 

came forward and was presented 
with a black and white photograph 
by Jonathan Stoner Photography 

and Frames Unlimited.
The evening concluded with 

gratitude to the sponsors of the 
event, the Local First Staff, the 
Goei Center and the supporters 
of the vibrant local business com-
munity of Grand Rapids.

The agenda for the first annual Local First meeting included 
the State of the Local address and LocalMotion awards.

LocaL: First meeting of Local First celebrates local businesses
Over 600 local businesses met in the Goei Center, highlighting Grand Rapids’ rapid progress
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Anonymous is slowly becoming less and less so.

Rachel Hekman, “Online activist”

BY RACHEL HEKMAN
Staff Writer

Anonymous is slowly becoming 
less and less so.

The so-called “hacktivist” group 
Anonymous, known for its high-
profile digital attacks on major 
corporations and other international 
bodies, is in the news again, this 
time for taking on the U.S. Justice 
Department.

Since its development in 2003 
on the message board 4chan, 
Anonymous has car-
ried out hacking and 
censoring campaigns 
in favor of torrent-
ing site The Pirate 
Bay and file-hosting 
s i t e  Megaupload , 
taken on the Church 
of Scientology in a 
stated aim to “ex-
pel the church from 
the Internet,” and 
h a c k e d  m u l t i p l e 
Israeli government 
websites to protest 
the nation’s treatment 
of Palestine, among 
other targets.

The group, while 
largely undefinable 
and therefore un-
identif iable (hence 
the name), is anarchic 
and seems to oppose 
Internet censorship, 
surveillance and gov-
ernment corruption. 
It is seen by many as a “digital Robin 
Hood,” and its members identify 
themselves in public by wearing Guy 
Fawkes masks, a nod to anarchism 
and freedom from oppression.

In a Feb. 29, 2012, debate in 

Canada’s House of Commons, 
liberal Minister Marc Garneau 
expressed his concerns about 
the threat Anonymous posed 
to the Canadian government. 
“First, who is this group called 
Anonymous? Put simply, it is an 
international cabal of criminal 
hackers dating back to 2003, who 
have shut down the websites of the 
U.S. Department of Justice and 
the F.B.I. They have hacked into 
the phone lines of Scotland Yard. 
They are responsible for attacks 
against MasterCard, Visa, Sony 

and the Governments of the U.S., 
U.K., Turkey, Australia, Egypt, 
Alger ia, Libya, I ran, Chi le, 
Colombia and New Zealand.”

Now, less than a year later, 
having successfully hacked the 

Pentagon, Anonymous has taken 
on the Justice Department.

On Jan. 25, in an opera-
t ion known as Last Resor t, 
Anonymous hacked the website 
of the United States Sentencing 
Commission in retaliation for 
the suicide death of “hacktivist” 
Aaron Swartz on January 11.

The Commission’s site was 
inoperative for some time over 
the weekend due to the hacking. 
In addition, Anonymous made 
several pages editable, defacing 
the site’s content and posting a 

video statement to the main page 
indicating the attack’s connection 
to Swartz’s suicide.

Swartz, who was 26, was an 
influential computer programmer 
involved in the development of 

the web feed format RSS and the 
social network Reddit. 

He was arrested in January of 
2011 for downloading and illegal-
ly disseminating articles from the 
journal archive JSTOR; Swartz 
condemned the site’s practice of 
compensating journal publish-
ers, rather than article authors, 
out of the membership fees the 
site collects. He also asserted that 
the existence of a membership fee 
restricted public access to scholar-
ship done with public funding.

If convicted, Swartz would 

have faced over thirty years in 
prison.The criminal proceedings 
against Swartz were seen by many 
as overly zealous. According to 
the BBC, “Swartz's family re-
leased a statement blaming [his 

suicide on] ‘intimidation’ and 
‘prosecutorial overreach’ from 
the criminal justice system.”

“Two weeks ago to-
day, a line was crossed," 
the statement released 
by Anonymous on the 
Commission’s website 
said. "Two weeks ago 
today, Aaron Swartz was 
kil led. Killed because 
he faced an impossible 
choice. Killed because he 
was forced into playing a 
game he could not win...

“The federal sentenc-
ing guidelines ... enable 
prosecutors to cheat citi-
zens of their constitution-
ally-guaranteed right to 
a fair trial, by a jury of 
their peers [and] are a 
clear violation of the 8th 
amendment protection 

against cruel and unusual 
punishments.”

This latest strike against the 
Justice Department is just one 
of several recent Anonymous 
attacks.

Members of Anonymous often leave behind this banner on sites they’ve hacked.
WiKiMEdiA WiKiMEdiA

Aaron Swartz, 26, was an online activist.

[Anonymous] is seen 
by many as a “digital 
Robin Hood,” and its 

members identify them-
selves in public by wear-
ing Guy Fawkes masks, 

a nod to anarchism   
and freedom from 

oppression.

Online activist group targets official site

Malian forces push back rebels
Thousands of Malians are left without food and shelter

BY juLiA gHo
Staff Writer

Tens of thousands of people have 
been displaced due to the fighting 
going on in the 
northern terri-
tories of Mali 
between gov-
ernment forces 
and Tuareg reb-
els.

M a n y  o f 
those displaced 
are f leeing to 
the capital city 
o f  B a m a k o , 
where it is be-
coming increas-
ingly diff icult 
to find shelter, 
water and food, 
a n d  wo r k  i s 
scarce. 

The r ise in 
population has 
also prompted 
a  d e c l i ne  i n 
health services 
and a rise in food prices. 

The conf lict has caused many 

international aid organizations 
to suspend their activities in the 
regions where fighting is going on, 
rendering those still trapped in the 
north unable to receive aid.

Despite having escaped the con-

f lict torn northern territories, 
the refugees are far from being 
at peace. 

Al Husseini, a pastoralist from 
the lands surrounding Tessalit, a 
city close to Mali’s border with 

Algeria, says that the capital city 
of Bamako is very foreign to him 
and that he is afraid to wander 
the streets.

Al Husseini says, “Now we are 
no longer happy. Before, we were 
joyous. We had music. Now we 
don’t have anything.”

About two weeks ago, the 
French militarily intervened in 
Mali. The combined Malian and 
French forces have been able to 
recapture much of the territo-
ries that had been taken over by 
rebels. 

Very few, if any, journalists 
have been kept abreast of the 
operations and are granted only 
tidbits on logistics, which has 

been the cause of much dissat-
isfaction for the international 
media organization Reporters 
Without Borders.

“In times of conflict, it is up 
to journalists and the media, 

and not the military, to deter-
mine the risks that they are 
willing to take to gather infor-
mation,” Reporters Without 
Borders commented.

Although foreign interven-
tion is controversial for many 
Malians, France has com-
mitted to supporting a 2,000 
strong force of troops from 
other West African nations to 
take over from French troops 
once the territory that has been 
re-taken from the rebels. 

Furthermore, the French 
president, Francois Hollande 
says that the campaign in 
Mali will last as long as it is 
necessary. 

Al Husseini says, “Now we 
are no longer happy. Before, 

we were joyous. We had 
music. Now we don’t have 

anything.”

Refugees in Mali stand in line for food and shelter from foreign relief agencies.
WiKiMEdiA

BY gREg KiM
Staff Writer

Kenyan citizens and inter-
national observers are keenly 
reviewing activities of Kenyan 
political parties as presidential 
elections are just a month away. 
The Independent Electoral and 
Boundaries Commission (IEBC) 
has cleared eight presidential 
candidates to put their names on 
the March 4 ballot.

This year’s elections are sur-
rounded by tension because the 
last presidential elections, held 
in 2007, produced the bloodiest 
nation-wide ethno-political crisis 
since Kenya’s independence in 
1963. The post-election violence 
claimed the lives of 1,500 people, 
and authorities reported 3,000 
cases of rape and 300,000 inter-
nally displaced people.

The two main contenders of 
that election, Raila Odinga and 
Mwai Kibaki, claimed electoral 
fraud and contested the elections’ 
results. Factions formed along 
political but also distinctly tribal 
lines, with Kikuyus (the most 
populous tribe in Kenya) sup-
porting Kibaki, who was from 
their tribe, and Luos and other 
smaller tribes rallying behind 
Odinga, a Luo.

It took two months for the 
Kenyan government, with the aid 
of international mediators such as 
former United Nations Secretary 
General Kofi Annan, to facili-
tate a compromise between the 
two parties. The solution was a 
power-sharing agreement, which 
placed Kibaki in the seat of the 
presidency and Odinga in posi-
tion as the prime minister.

Odinga is running again this 
year, but he has made it clear that 
he hopes for a peaceful electoral 
process. He said, “We hope to 

see fairness in the process. We 
do not want to see a repeat of 
what happened in the 2007/8 
elections.”

Amnesty International, a 
human-rights activist group, 
has issued a public concern 
about the police force’s ability 
to contain elections-related 
violence. Justus Nyang’ay, 
the group’s Kenya director, 
explained that the 2007/8 elec-
tion “was actually managed 
by the system of the police 
that we are still having today 
... Nothing has changed in 
terms of attitude, nothing has 
changed in terms of training 
especially for the police to 
be able to manage the use of 
force.”

Another source of ten-
sion in this year’s elections 
is the candidates themselves.
The International Criminal 
Court (ICC) has issued in-
dictments in January 2012 
against Kenyatta and Ruto of 
the Jubilee Coalition for their 
role in inciting post-election 
violence in 2007/8. Despite 
the outcry from foreign and 
domestic political observers, 
the pair announced that they 
would be competing in this 
year’s elections. They are ex-
pected to be the favored fore-
runners against Odinga and 
Musyoka of the Coalition for 
the Restoration of Democracy.

The race, according to pun-
dits, is too close to call. The 
Intergovernmental Authority 
on Development, a govern-
ment agency, has declared that 
the elections may draw out into 
an electoral process that may 
go on for “months.”

The March 4 election will 
surely be a test of Kenya’s civil 
society and its commitment to 
democratic processes.

Kenya elections set
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S c i e n c e  W r i t i n g , 
Immortal Cell  Lines, 
a n d  M r s .  S k l o o t

B y  A d a m  H u t t e n g a

In 1951, a young African American tobacco farmer 
was admitted into the “colored” ward of Jon Hopkins. 
To her dismay, she had discovered that the strange 
lump in her abdomen that she had worried about for 
months was, in fact, a large tumor. That year, Henrietta 
Lacks died of cervical cancer that had metastasized 
 throughout her body.

The entire Lacks family — Henrietta included — was 
kept from the buzz surrounding the significance of the 
tumor that had killed the young woman; unbeknownst 
to the family, Lacks’ doctor collected and saved a por-
tion of the growth in order to do research on living 
 human cells.

In an era where civil and racial inequality denied 
any minority of quality medical treatment or priva-
cy, the cultivation of one’s own body for biological 
research without consent was as likely for Henrietta 
as with any black patient. However, the very thing 
that killed Henrietta was what separated her from the 
other thousands of patients who had been researched 
unknowingly. Unlike other researched human cells, 
HeLa (“Henrietta Lacks”) cellsrefused to die.

This never-before seen phenomenon threw research-
ers into a whirlwind of excitement. The implications 
these industrious cells would have on modern medicine 
were far-reaching, and scientists clamored to contribute 
to this study. Research on HeLa cells eventually yield-
ed breakthroughs such as the cure for polio, medicines 
for illnesses such as HPV and syphilis, and a laundry 
list of other medical miracles. Soon, the living, thriving 
cells of Henrietta Lacks had become the “first immor-
tal human cell line.” A part of Henrietta had become 
the first ever commercialized human cell, a commodity 
that had been produced into roughly 15 million metric 
 tons of living tissue.

All the while, Henrietta’s family had no knowledge 
of this revolution whatsoever. In fact, it could be ar-
gued that America would never have known the wom-
an behind HeLa cells, were it not for Rebecca Skloot.

Skloot held the entirety of us, her January Series 
audience, in hushed captivity as she modestly de-
scribed the remainder of her first ever book, a work 
that took over 10 years to complete and a matter of 
days to become a wildly popular New York Times 
Best Seller. I won’t do the book the injustice of a sum-
marization; it deserves nothing less than a first-hand 

 experience. However, I will guarantee that it is 
absolutely fascinating and gorgeously written. 
Skloot has found human life in what would oth-
erwise be an asterisk on the file marked “HeLa.” 
An obscurity of scientific trivia has been trans-
formed into a transfixing story that explores the 
fascinating evolution of biological research in an 
era where racial injustices bled into the medical 
world; a world in which a family yearns desper-
ately to protect the legacy of a loved one; a story 
that is both achingly tender and, at times, heart 
wrenchingly existential.

As Skloot described the tale of Henrietta, I be-
came fascinated not only with the story, but with 
the concept of science writing. Never before had I 
seen such a cool integration of data, research, and 
creativity; I realized, for the first time, that liberal 
arts has a certain sex-appeal.  

This thought crystalized as Skloot described 
her metamorphosis from a young, would-be vet-
erinarian and science buff into a creative writer. 
The transformation came via the urges of one of 
her creative-writing professors, who refused to let 
her talents remain unexplored.

The argument the professor used to convince 
young Skloot is succinct, but applicable to any 
liberal arts student facing the uncertainty of the 
future and the frightening possibility of altered in-
terests: “Letting go of a goal doesn’t mean you’ve 
failed; it means you’ve changed.”

 Rebecca Skloot was nothing short of a rock 
star: she was funny, intelligent, well-spoken and 
passionate. Yet during her presentation, she re-
fused to let the audience focus too much on her-
self. Instead, she seemed ecstatic to encourage us 
to explore our own passions, and follow them cu-
riously down a path of uncertainty. She conveyed 
a sense of confidence that, should we do this, it 
would only be a matter of time before the next  
medical miracle was unraveled.

Like the rest of the audience, I walked out of 
Skloot’s presentation with a new sense of won-
der of the natural world. Every little thing is just 
so fascinating, and merits a second look. Take a 
second to explore; the world is bleeding with the  
story of humanity.

Guest Writer

R e f l e c t i o n s  O n 
J a n u a r y  S e r i e s
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7“ ”Kendrick Lamar...is neither a slick salesman nor a firebrand preacher.

Jonathan Hielkema “Lamar’s fi rst album”

BY CHRISTIAN BECKER
Staff Writer

Every now and then, a movie 
comes along that makes you feel 
good without being overly cheesy. 
Director David O. Russell made 
his comeback a couple of years 
back with the Oscar winning 
crowd-pleaser, “The Fighter,” 
and now he is back in action (with 
even less action). “Silver Linings 
Playbook” is a romantic dramedy 
about a mentally unstable man 
named Pat, who, after being re-
leased from a psychiatric hospital, 
moves back in with his parents 
and is trying to rebuild his life by 
thinking positively and finding 
the silver lining in just about ev-
erything. When he meets Tiffany 
(Jennifer Lawrence), an equally 
damaged girl with emotional 
issues of her own, his self-help 
adventure takes a new turn that 
will change both their lives as 
they help each other find that 
silver lining.

Numerous things jump out at 
me when reflecting on this film. 
The acting is one of the stron-
gest parts, mainly because it is 
so unexpectedly good. Bradley 
Cooper has yet to give us a bad 
performance (at least none that 
I’ve seen), but never before has he 
given us one quite like this. He is 
Oscar-worthy in this movie. Yes, I 
said it. Bradley Cooper from “The 
Hangover” and “The A-Team” 
has now given us a performance 
worthy of praise and awards. His 
character’s ways of dealing with 
grief and the curve balls that life 
throws at him are really unpre-
dictable and amazing to watch. 
Because of his constant mood 
swings, you never know where 
he is really going to go or what 
he will say. Will he cry? Will he 
yell? Will he just flat out ignore 
it? You can never be sure what he 
will do, but one thing is for sure 
— he’s excellent.

Jennifer Lawrence is just as 
good, if not better, as Tiffany. 
She says whatever comes to her 

mind and isn’t sorry for it. She is 
full of emotion and we get a peek 
into her life little by little as the 
movie goes along, and every bit 
of it is interesting. 

We are hooked from the start, 
not because it is thrilling, but 
because we are interested and 
concerned for the characters. 
Additional performances that are 
noteworthy come from Robert 
De Niro who plays Pat’s father. 
Surprise, Robert De Niro is good 
in a movie. Who would have 
thought? But he hasn’t been this 
good in a movie in years — or at 
least the ones I’ve seen him in. 
Chris Tucker is also in this movie 
and he isn’t anything great among 
all these other actors, but holds 
his own and actually says some 
funny things from time to time.

The way this story is written 
is full of clever twists and real 
human problems. Nothing about 
it is fantasy, yet you feel magic 
happening on the screen none-
theless. Watching these charac-
ters interact and dive into each 
others lives, you can’t help but 
care for them and be sucked in. 
The setup foreshadows the type 
of ending this movie will have. 
Some will complain it’s a little 
too cheap and easy to compare 
to what was leading up to it. Pat 
states his thoughts on the clas-
sic novels he makes an effort to 
read over the course of the story, 
and he is furious by the amount 
of negativity found in these so 
called “works of art.” He thinks 
that these should not be taught 
to children, who need to know 
about positive messages. This 
ref lects both his intentions and 
the inevitable ending to come. 

Whether you think it’s cheesy 
or well done, it makes sense 
with the story and it’s the way 
it needed to end. The script also 
walks that f ine line between 
laugh-out-loud funny and heart-
breaking. I love scripts that can 
do that because that’s what life 
is. Life is not a slapstick comedy 
where funny things happen all 
the time, nor is it a drama where 

things are tension-filled or full 
of sorrow. In a movie where the 
mission is to provide an accurate 
portrayal of life, there needs to be 
a mix of the two, and this movie 
does that perfectly.

Pat actually reminds me a lot 
of Freddie, the lead character in 
“The Master,” in a lot of ways. 
Both are disturbed mentally by 
events in their lives and both are 
given the chance to live among 
society again to find their way 
and who they want to be. Both 
men are also on a quest to win 
back a girl they used to have, 
and who is driving them crazy 
throughout the story. 

One character is shown in a 
dramatic form, the other is the 
more comedic one. I found easier 
to relate and get involved with 
Pat than I did with Freddie. Not 
to downplay the amazing per-
formance that Joaquin Phoenix 
gave in his film, but as a viewer I 
just felt a large space between us. 
Cooper portrayed Pat in a way 
that I felt like I could be friends 
with him and I was concerned 
and interested every step of the 
way for him.

Some see this as a romantic 
comedy. I never thought of it 
as that type of movie, but I can 
understand why people would 
get that impression. This isn’t 
a romantic story, even though 
there are elements of that. It’s just 
a story about struggling people 
trying to rebuild their lives after 
traumatizing experiences have 
knocked them to the ground. It 
really had a little bit every genre 
when you think about it. Okay, 
maybe not horror or action, but 
comedy, drama, romance and 
even sports all come together to 
form a real human story that is 
both an entertaining and reflec-
tive journey. 

“Silver Linings Playbook” is 
one of the best films of 2012, and 
after the rave reviews and word of 
mouth it’s been getting, I can see 
it going all the way this awards 
season. The cast definitely de-
serves it.

BY  JONATHAN HIELKEMA
Guest Writer

Because of its long history of 
relying on established tropes, 
rap music is often thought of 
in simplistic or reductionist 
terms. Most of the popular 
songs in the genre tend to fall 
into a narrow band of subject 
matter and attitude. Monetary 
and sexual aspirations and 
odes to hedonistic consump-
tion of goods both legal and 
illegal tend to garner the most 
attention.

At this point, after rap mu-
sic’s decline in the pop charts, 
popular rappers have been 
polarized between artists who 
embody these stereotypes and 
those who stand explicit ly 
opposed to 
them. There 
a r e  c o n -
siderable 
ta lents on 
both sides 
— see, re-
spectively, 
Kanye West 
a nd  Lup e 
Fi a s co  — 
but it’s re-
freshing 
when a rap-
per, by skill 
o r  h a b i t , 
breaks the 
mold  a nd 
embraces a 
more com-
plicated relationship to their 
genre.

Kendrick Lamar, like many 
current artists, built his reputa-
tion through digital mixtapes. 
He is neither a slick salesman 
nor a firebrand preacher. On 
his first LP, “good kid, m.A.A.d 
city,” he proves himself capable 
of the lyrical nuance and vocal 
dexterity needed to pull off an 
album that dives headfirst into 
moral gray zones.

Telling a loose narrative 
about adolescence, peer pres-
sure, drugs, crime and sex, 
Lamar affirms the pleasures of 
transgression while seeing that 
all actions have attendant con-
sequences. Lamar calls himself 
a “believer in karma” on the 
brooding, deadpan “The Art of 

Peer Pressure.” Once thrust into 
the hard streets of Compton and 
a hard-drinking cohort of friends, 
the adolescent protagonist can’t 
help but play along.

The most popular single from 
the album, “Swimming Pools 
(Drank),” best exemplifies the 
straight-faced documentary feel 
of the album. Using multiple 
voices to tell a simple story about 
the pleasures and tribulations of 
drinking, he exposes the connec-
tions between adolescent insecu-
rities and binge drinking culture.

Clocking at over twelve min-
utes, “Sing About Me, I’m Dying 
of Thirst” brings together all of 
the threads from the album and 
resolves them. The themes of so-
cial pressure and karmic payback 
return, leaving the listener feel-
ing conflicted. Thankful for his 

Compton 
heritage 
but cogni-
zant of the 
scars he’s 
carried, 
Lamar 
concludes 
this song 
w i t h  a 
bookend 
match-
ing how it 
began: an 
appeal to 
God. A fe-
male voice 
intones, 
“You 
young 

men are dying of thirst. That 
means you need water, holy wa-
ter. You need to be baptized with 
the spirit of the Lord...Welcome to 
the start of a new life. Your real 
life.” Even this, what seems to 
be a purging of the demons sum-
moned in the previous songs, is 
called into question. After all, the 
album began with a confession. 
There is no magic bullet or spell 
to solve the tangled problems of 
urban life.

With fluid, effortless raps and 
efficient production, “good kid, 
m.A.A.d city” engages problem-
atic and morally troubling issues 
with clear eyes. It’s an embrace of 
the broken pieces and scar tissue 
of life. Nothing about this album 
fits together neatly, and that’s 
what makes it feel so honest.

BY NATHAN GROENEWALD
Staff Writer

I was at my girlfriend’s apart-
ment for lunch a few days ago, 
and we were snooping around 
for a few more things to eat. We 
opened a dark cupboard, stood on 
our tip-toes and looked in: a box 
of three-week-old clementines. I 
dug my hand in excitedly. And 
you know what happened? Of 
course you do. I pulled my finger 
out of the box and it was covered 
in grey fuzz.

And not the cute baby penguin 
kind. Nope, the moldy clementine 
kind.

Ok, good story, right? Here’s 
where I’m going. Last week I 
went to “The Perks of Being a 
Wallflower,” a gripping tale about 
Charlie putting his past behind 
him as he enters high school. 
High school is a crazy place, and 
Hollywood high school is always 
crazier. He’s taken under wing by 
a few high school seniors. As far 
as high school dramas go, this 
one is not bad — less trivial than 
the average and more emotionally 
pungent.

This is where I might lose you.
Because, to be honest, “The 

Perks of Being a Wallf lower” 
concerns me. And even more con-
cerning was the reaction of the 

students during the film, as well 
as my reaction. See, I was reading 
Jude the other night (I forgot that 
book was even in the Bible!). The 
author wants to write about the 
glories of living in Christ — salva-
tion. But he can’t write this with 
integrity. 
H e  c a n ’ t 
because his 
audience 
i s  t a k i n g 
g r a c e  f o r 
granted. 
Grace as an 
exc u se  to 
live immor-
ally.

One 
particular 
verse that 
m a d e  m y 
hear t beat 
a little fast-
er: “In the 
last times,” 
(that’s any-
t i m e  a f -
t e r  J e s u s 
ascended 
2,000 some-
thing years ago), “there will be 
men who follow mere natural 
instincts and do not follow the 
spirit.” This verse says two things: 
1) Natural instincts aren’t bad. 2) 
Natural instincts are bad if they 
don’t follow the Spirit.

What I saw in “The Perks of 
Being a Wallf lower” was a lot 
of natural instinct. If you want 
to strip down in front of a crowd 
and post up on a few women, 
do it! Especially as a freshman 
in high school. Getting drunk 

is completely normal. All high 
schoolers are sexually active. 
Okay, I confess, I laughed at some 
of the stuff in this movie. Emma 
Watson was laughing too, so it’s 
ok, right?

And then there’s Patrick, “Suck 

it virginity pledges, suck it!” And 
at least half of the students in the 
auditorium laughed. And I have 
to ask why.

In re t rospec t ,  the Spi r it-
following part of the movie I 
didn’t see so much.

And 
here I run 
t h e  r i s k 
o f  b e i n g 
judgmen-
t a l .  N o t 
discerning 
enough. 
T o o  f o -
c used on 
moralisms. 
Missing 
t he  good 
elements 
(a  cou ra-
geous story 
of freedom 
from child 
abuse). But 
the reason 
I’m writing 
this is be-
cause I was 
caught up 

in the movie, too.
Kind of reminds me of that 

clementine. Sure, a few of the 
clementines were far beyond 
help. We had to throw them out. 
But a few moldy clementines, if I 
were to start eating towards the 

‘Silver Linings Playbook’ a multi-genre wonder

middle, would have some good 
parts in there. But I’d also have 
eaten enough mold to make me 
a little sick.

I see many movies like “The 
Perks of Being a Wallflower” as 
moldy clementines. There’s good 
stuff, but it’s what we have to go 
through to get there. And my fear 
is, I often start to enjoy the mold. 
And judging by the laughter last 
week, so do quite a few others.

Now, I can hear an argument 
in my head saying watching a 
moldy-on-the-outside f i lm is 
different than living a moldy-on-
the-outside life.

Then I finished Jude, and it 
says we are to hate even the cloth-
ing corrupted by f lesh (mold). 
Wow! That’s got some big impli-
cations.

One, maybe watching a movie 
like this takes a bit more discern-
ing than I had figured. And two, 
shown to an audience this large, 
probably a lot of people weren’t 
peeling back the mold.

Be careful! That, I think, is 
what the author of Jude is begging 
us to be. More careful than I have 
ever been. 

Grab a knife if you’d like, 
slice into the clementine deli-
cately, and find that good stuff. 
But be careful! And know that 
many don’t have that knife-
wielding patience.

‘Perks of Being a Wallfl ower’ a moldy clementine?

Lamar’s album fl uid, effortless

Are your friends tired of hearing your opinion? We aren’t.
Write for us.

Email Chimes@calvin.edu

FILE PHOTO
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Each month, Physical Plant processes hundreds 
of  work orders.  Here are a couple select ones from 

December.

“Bed broken in one bedroom. I have sleepwalk-
ing problems and, in my sleep, I broke one of  the 
wooden bed supports/legs. Tried putting it back 
together which worked, but the legs wobble really 
bad and I am afraid that it will break more with 
weight. Note: We don’t need a whole new bed 
frame, just new legs/support thing on the end.”

“The right sink in our bathroom drains pretty slow-
ly. We’ve had multiple issues with it this semester. 
Currently my roommate has put a sign on it that 
suggests it may ‘eat your soul’ if  you use it. I don’t 
think the situation is yet to that level of  severity; 
however, it would be appreciated if  we could start 
using that sink again. Thank you for your bravery 
in tackling our soul eating sink.”

WORK ORDERS OF THE MONTH
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We knew it was going to be a battle and that’s what we got the whole game.
Kayla Engelhard, “Women beat Hope”

BY MITCH BLANKESPOOR
Staff Writer

The Calvin College men’s 
basketball team traveled to the 
Merillat Center on the campus 
of Adrian College in search of 
something it had not achieved 
since the 2009-10 season: a win. 
Calvin senior Bryan Powell hit 
the game-winning three pointer 
with 3.8 seconds left to propel the 
Knights to a 50-47 victory.

The game began as a defensive 
battle, just as Adrian head coach 
Mark White prefers. Coming into 
the night, Adrian had held all but 
four of its opponents to less than 
60 points. Adrian sophomore Eric 
Lewis opened up the scoring with 
a layup in transition.

Calvin would tie the game with 
a pair of free throws from senior 
Tom Snikkers at the 15:29 mark 
of the first half. 

The Knights took their first 
lead of the game on another pair 
of Snikkers’ free throws three 
minutes later. 

Adrian senior Cody Barnes 
would prove to be Adrian’s an-
swer. Barnes hit two consecutive 
field goals, and Adrian led 9-8 
with 10:21 remaining in the first 
half. 

Calvin responded with a 9-2 
run over the next 4:03 to take a 
17-11 lead. 

O nc e  a g a i n ,  B a r ne s  r e -
sponded. Adrian scored on its 
f inal f ive possessions of the 
first half, with Barnes being the 
scorer on four of the five. Calvin 
cou ld mus te r  on ly a  t h ree 
pointer from sophomore Jordan 
Brink, and went into halftime 
trailing 25-20. 

Barnes led everyone at half-
time with 15 points on 6-10 shoot-
ing from the field, while Lewis 
had six points at the break.

Snikkers led the Knights with 
six points and three rebounds. 
Calvin shot just 29.2 percent 
(7-24) from the field in the first 
half. Senior point guard David 
Rietema was held scoreless, but 
grabbed six rebounds.

“We played some pretty poor 
offense in the first half,” Calvin 
head coach Kevin Vande Streek 
said in a postgame interview. 
“Give some credit to the Adrian 
defense. They take defense very 
seriously.”

Adrian continued its run at the 
end of the first half by scoring the 
first two buckets of the second 
half. The Bulldogs led 29-20 with 
18:25 to play. 

Calvin began to chip away at 
the deficit. Sophomore forward 
Tyler Dykstra cut baseline and 
dunked a minute later. 

The Knights, fueled by the 
dunk, cut the Bulldog lead to 
four points after a layup from 

Snikkers. A three pointer from 
Brink with 13:08 to play gave 
Calvin a 36-35 lead.

Calvin built up its lead to seven 
points on acrobatic layups from 
Rietema and junior Mickey De 
Vries, bringing the Knights to a 
47-40 lead with five minutes to 
play. 

Adrian would not go away. 
A left-handed hook shot from 
sophomore Adam Meier put 
Adrian within two points with 
1:24 to play. After a Rietema 
missed a three pointer, Barnes hit 
two free throws to tie the game at 
47 with 24 seconds remaining in 
regulation. 

Calvin held for the final shot. 
Powell created the smallest of 
spaces driving to his right, and 
nailed a shot from a foot beyond 
the three point arc.

After a timeout from White, 
Adrian’s final shot was blocked 
from behind. The Knights had 

Bryan Powell sinks three in final seconds for Knight win over Adrian
escaped the Merillat Center with 
a 50-47 victory.

Powell and Snikkers finished 
with 13 and 10 points respectively.

“We wanted to get more of 
a drive and kick look at the 
end,” Vande Streek said. “Bryan 
[Powell] created just enough 
space.”

Barnes finished with a game-
high 22 points for the Bulldogs 
in defeat. 

Calvin outrebounded Adrian 
36-31 including 13 offensive re-
bounds. 

“We talked before the game 
about being tough from the start,” 
said Vande Streek. “It’s really dif-
ficult to rebound against Adrian, 
and I thought we did a great job 
of that tonight.”

Calvin will return to action 
Saturday at the Van Noord 
Arena against the Hornets of 
Kalamazoo College. The game is 
slated to start at 3:00 p.m. 

BY JEFF MEITLER
Staff Writer

Calvin’s track and field team 
travelled to Kankakie, IL for the 
NCAA versus D-III Invitational 
on Saturday. The day was littered 
with fantastic performances, in-
cluding five individual victories.

Leading off the day was ju-
nior Nicole Michmerhuizen, 
dominat ing the 5000 meter 
race in a winning time of 16:58, 
more than a minute faster than 
second place. She led the entire 
5000m, taking the f irst mile 
out in 5:18. The t ime set an 
indoor school record, a very 
impressive performance this early 
in the year.

Senior Dan Kerr won the men’s 
5000m in 14:40, the first of a 
Calvin sweep of the top four plac-
es.  Senior Job Christiansen went 
14:42, Greg Whittle went 14:54, 
and Dave Vandebunte went 14:58. 
“It was a good team effort,” said 
Vandebunte. “We stayed together 
through two miles. It was a good 
start to the indoor season.”

As the meet wore on another 

stand-out performance was de-
livered by senior Jodi Hoekstra, 
winning the mile in 5:09. The race 
wasn’t decided until Hoekstra ran 
away from the field with two laps 
to go, bringing sophomore Kate 
Ardinger and senior Kaylea Brase 
(who placed second and sixth) 
along. Hoekstra is using her final 
season of eligibility to compete 
for Calvin’s indoor track team, 
as she spent the cross country 
season coaching.

Junior Olivia But ler han-
dled the field in the 800m in a 
time of 2:20, followed by junior 
Rebecca Folkema in second and 
freshman McKenzie Diemer 
in fourth, both finishing very 
close in about 2:21. This was 
Folkema’s first indoor race of the 
season, and the first indoor 800 
for Diemer of her young fresh-
man career. When asked how 
she felt about her race, Butler 
said, “I actual ly stepped up 
and led this race, and it was 
awesome that we could run in a 
pack. I loved seeing all the Calvin 
women up front.”

Calvin wasn’t done dominat-
ing the distance events. To finish 

off the Calvin victories was Senior 
Kevin Peterson taking the 3000m 
in 8:54, immediately followed by 
sophomores Steven Haagsma 
and Jacob Kuyvenhoven. “I 
think we competed well in a bit 
of a strange race,” said Peterson, 
“I was happy we were able to 
take the top three spots even 
though we started out a little 
slow.”

Head coach Bret Otte felt good 
about the day, mentioning other 
standout performances and per-
sonal records for athletes.  “We 
competed well,” he said.  “It’s 
one thing to go for a time trial; 
it is another to compete. Some of 
that is being willing to take risks. 
Sophomore Paige McGahan 
PR’d in the 3000 and junior Julie 
Busscher PR’d in the 60 and 
was third overall. Freshman 
Jon Cok high-jumped 6’3” and 
sophomore Eric Holstege PR’d 
by a foot in the long jump and 
senior Aaron Meckes was second 
in the shot.”

The team scores were not tal-
lied, but Calvin’s five individual 
victories were a good start to the 
indoor season.

BY CHRISTIAN BALCER AND 
RYAN STRUYK

Staff Writer and Online Editor

The No. 2 Calvin women’s 
basketball team knocked off 
rival No. 6 Hope College for 
the fourth time in five games 
Saturday night.

 A crowd of almost 3,000 
saw the Knights battle to a 
64-59 win, giving Calvin its 
12th straight victory and sole 
possession of first place in the 
MIAA.

Three Calvin players scored 
in double-figures, but senior 
Carissa Verkaik’s second-half 
performance made the differ-
ence. The Knights’ star had a 
game-high 17 points, with 12 
coming after halftime.

After Calvin jumped out to 
a 15-5 lead early, Hope came 
back to lead 29-28 at halftime 
buzzer.

“It was great to come out 
strong, but Hope is a phenom-
enal team and 
we knew they 
were going to 
make a run,” 
s a id  K ay l a 
Engelhard, 
w h o  f i n -
ished with 16 
points.

Verkaik 
was forced to 
sit the f inal 
nine minutes 
of  t he  f i r s t 
ha l f  on t he 
bench due to 
foul trouble.

“It  was a 
little frustrat-
ing to watch 
Hope come 
back and not 
be able to do 
anything,” 
said Verkaik. 
“The second 
half we just 
seemed to play as a team and 
we just needed to play together. 
That’s what we did a lot better 
in the second half.”

T h roug hout t he game, 
Calvin struggled on the offen-
sive side of the ball, shooting 
only 18-29 at the free throw 
line and allowing a staggering 
28 turnovers.

“The only thing that helped 
us out is [Hope] going 6-21 
from three, and they usually 
shoot the three very well,” 
said Calvin coach John Ross. 
“We were just strong enough 
defensively to make up for all 
our turnovers.”

Hope leads the nation in 
scoring defense, allowing op-

ponents just 43.5 points per game. 
But Calvin was able to put up 64 
points on the Dutch, which is 
still less than the Knights’ season 
average of 78 points.

But Calvin’s ability to play 
just as well behind the ball was 
also key.

“We try to take as much pride 
in our defense as possible,” said 
Ross. “We spend so much time 
in practice on defense and we talk 
about it all the time. It’s huge to 
shut them down.”

Hope coach Brian Morehouse 
recognized the game could have 
swung either way, as Calvin’s lead 
narrowed to one possession with 
a minute to play.

“Everything was very, very 
even between us. [Calvin] made 
five more free throws than us and 
that was it,” he said. “We could 
have lost by landslide, but our 
team showed great character by 
digging their heels in.”

Hope senior Liz Ellis strug-
gled, shooting just 3 for 20 from 
the floor.

“We’re a hardnosed team and 
we’re not going to crumble,” she 
said. “We fought back and point 
by point we hung with them. It 
just came down to the end: they 
got into the double bonus and we 
didn’t.”

Like Morehouse and Ellis, 
Calvin’s Engelhard knew the 
game would be tough, but she was 
happy to get the win.

“We knew it was going to be a 
battle and that’s what we got the 
whole game,” said Engelhard. 
“That’s why we appreciate play-
ing teams like Hope.”

T h e  wo m e n  p l ay  a g a i n 
S a t u r d ay  w h e n  t h e y  ho s t 
MIAA foe Trine at 1 p.m. in 
VanNoord Arena.

BY JESS KOSTER
Sports Editor

We did not have a print edi-
tion of Chimes over interim so 
we decided to highlight the top 
10 sports moments of Christmas 
through interim break. Here’s the 
countdown:

10.  Wome n’s  ba s -
ketbal l has lost on ly 
three games in the last two 
years. They are currently 
ranked #2. They have 
held this ranking the past 
three seasons. This will 
be the season they reach 
the title game. 

9.  Se n ior  C a r i s sa 
Verkaik broke Calvin’s 
all-time blocking record 
in the Saturday’s game 
against Alma. She has 
404 blocks and the previ-
ous record was 399.

8. Men’s basketball is 
having the best season, 
17-2, since the 1999-2000 
season. Dare I mention 
that the ‘99-’00 team won 
the national champion-
ship that year...

7.  Ve r k a i k  b e c a m e  t h e 
MIAA’s women’s basketbal l 
a l l-t ime leading scorer. She 
currently has 1098 points in con-
ference play and the record was 
1051. She will far surpass this re-
cord with six MIAA games to go.

6. Men’s basketball is nation-
ally ranked. This is the first time 
in four seasons that they have 
made the list. They are currently 
sitting at 17th. 

5.Tom Snikkers is currently 
12th on the all time scoring list 
for men’s basketball. He has 1318 
points in his four year career and 
is 55 points away from eighth on 

the list. He most recently passed 
John Mantel, who graduated in 
2010.

4. Verkaik became the first 
woman in the team’s history to 
reach 2000 points. She accom-
plished this in a non-conference 

game against Rochester College 
where she scored 22 points.

3 .  S w i m m i n g  b e a t i n g 
Hope. Anytime a team beats 
Hope, its a huge deal. Swimming 
i s  no  exce p t ion  — people 
packed into the aquatic cen-
ter leaving standing room only. 
During interim, the women beat 
Hope 164-136; the men beat that 

team from the west 
146.5-133.5. 

2. Women’s basket-
ball beating Hope.It 
was a close, exciting 
and tense game.Calvin 
won 64-59. It was a 
back and forth game 
with many lead chang-
es. Hope even went 
up by six at one point. 
With the win, Calvin 
h a s  t i e d  u p  t h e 
series standings for 
this decade with five 
wins apiece. Calvin 
has won the last five 
home games against 
Hope.

1.  N u m b e r  o n e 
of course has to be 
Calvin’s men’s bas-
ketball demolishing 

Hope. It was a complete blow-
out. Calvin won 75-49. A rivalry 
prank even happened with Calvin 
students stealing the Hope flag. 
Overall, a great event.

All statistics are current as of 
Tuesday, Jan. 29.

Track has fi ve individual wins
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Sports highlights from interim Women beat Hope

Men’s basketball defeated Hope for fi rst time 
since 2011. The team is also nationally ranked for 
the fi rst time since ‘06-’07.

The women’s basketball team narrowly pulled 
out a victory over the rival Hope. Carissa 
Verkaik (left) and Kayla Engelhard (right) led 
the Knights with 17 and 16 points respectively.
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Aaron dead. World wanderers, we have lost a wise elder. 
Hackers for right, we are one down. Parents all, we have 
lost a child. Let us weep.” Tim Berners-Lee

Aaron Swartz, indicted in JSTOR downloading, is dead
BY JOHN MUYSKENS

Sci-Tech Editor

Whenever a young person 
commits suicide, our understand-
ing of the universe dies a little. It 
is especially so in the case of a 
singularly bright and determined 
individual, as Aaron Swartz was. 
For many of us, it is incredibly 
difficult to imagine taking our 
own lives and we project 
this difficulty onto the lives 
of others. It is especially un-
imaginable when the subject 
had achieved so much and 
held such strong convictions. 
In these cases, it comes natu-
rally to swiftly assign blame 
and suspect malicious con-
spiracy. Many citizens of the 
internet assigned such blame 
to the federal prosecutors in 
the Aaron Swartz case, who 
allegedly overstepped the 
bounds of the law in order 
to aggressively prosecute 
a hacker whose “victim” 
wasn’t pressing charges.

I n  a  b log  pos t  t i t led 
“P r o s e c u to r  a s  b u l ly,” 
Lawrence Lessig, a friend 
and fellow political activist of 
Aaron’s, points out the tragic 
absurdity of the case. Lessig, 
who met a prodigal, barely 
teen-aged Swartz, eulogized 
him thusly: “He was brilliant, 
and funny. A kid genius. A 
soul, a conscience, the source 
of a question I have asked 
myself a million times: What 
would Aaron think? That 
person is gone today, driven 
to the edge by what a decent 
society would only call bul-
lying. I get wrong. But I also 
get proportionality. And if 
you don’t get both, you don’t 
deserve to have the power of 
the United States government 
behind you.”

Aaron’s family stated: 
“Aaron’s death is not simply a 
personal tragedy. It is the product 
of a criminal justice system rife 
with intimidation and prosecuto-
rial overreach. Decisions made 
by officials in the Massachusetts 
U.S. Attorney’s office and at MIT 
contributed to his death. The 
U.S. Attorney’s office pursued 
an exceptionally harsh array of 
charges, carrying potentially over 
30 years in prison, to punish an 
alleged crime that had no victims. 
Meanwhile, unlike JSTOR, MIT 
refused to stand up for Aaron 
and its own community’s most 
cherished principles. Today, we 

grieve for the extraordinary and 
irreplaceable man that we have 
lost.”

Who was this “extraordinary 
and irreplaceable man”? Swartz 
co-authored the RSS specifica-
tion at 14 years old. He was an 
early addition to the Reddit team 
and stayed on until Condè Nast 
bought the social news aggrega-
tor. John Gruber credits Swartz 
with giving him invaluable ad-

vice during the creation of the 
Markdown syntax for convert-
ing plain text to HTML (which 
I am using to write this article). 
Technically talented, he was also 
a fervent political activist. At age 
15 he was working with Lessig on 
the Creative Commons team. He 
later founded DemandProgress.
org, a grassroots lobbying group 
which helped lead the anti-SOPA 
movement. He was a crusader 
against internet censorship and 
for information freedom.

“Information is power. But like 
all power, there are those who 
want to keep it for themselves. 

The world’s entire scientific and 
cultural heritage, published over 
centuries in books and journals, 
is increasingly being digitized and 
locked up by a handful of private 
corporations. Want to read the 
papers featuring the most famous 
results of the sciences? You’ll 
need to send enormous amounts 
to publishers like Reed Elsevier. 
… With enough of us, around the 
world, we’ll not just send a strong 

message opposing the privatiza-
tion of knowledge — we’ll make 
it a thing of the past. Will you 
join us?” Swartz wrote this in 
July of 2008 in his “Guerrilla 
Open Access Manifesto.” Later 
that year, Swartz downloaded 
about 18 million documents from 
PACER, a database of American 
court documents. Aaron, among 
others, felt that it was unjust for 
the database to charge a fee in 
order access information in the 
public domain. He downloaded 
approximately 20 percent of the 
database during a free trial at 
the 7th U.S. Circuit Court of 

Appeals library and released the 
information. This resulted in an 
FBI investigation, but no charges.

In September 2010, Swartz 
bought a laptop and downloaded 
JSTOR articles on MIT’s cam-
pus. MIT has an open campus 
and offers guests 14 days of free 
access to the network per year. 
Swartz used a temporary email 
address to register with MIT’s 
network and a web-scraping 

python script to download ar-
ticles from JSTOR. In doing so, 
he violated JSTOR’s terms of 
service, which state: “you agree 
that you will not: … undertake 
any activity such as computer 
programs that automatically 
download or export Content, 
commonly known as web robots, 
spiders, crawlers, wanderers or 
accelerators that may interfere 
with, disrupt or otherwise bur-
den the JSTOR server(s) or any 
third-party server(s) being used 
or accessed in connection with 
JSTOR; “ When JSTOR blocked 
his IP address, and eventually 

his MAC address as well, Swartz 
changed them, eventually wir-
ing his computer directly into 
the network from a closet. On 
January 6, 2011, Swartz, with a 
bicycle helmet obscuring his face 
and suggesting his awareness 
of a security camera, removed 
computer equipment from the 
closet. The MIT police arrested 
him later that day. In all, Swartz 
downloaded over 4 million ar-

ticles. JSTOR settled the 
matter with Swartz and 
did not press charges. In 
September of 2011, JSTOR 
made its public domain 
content freely accessible. 
The U.S. government, how-
ever, moved forward with 
the prosecution, charging 
Swartz with four felonies, 
which later ballooned to 13. 
On January 11, 2013, Swartz 
was found dead in his apart-
ment. He was 26.

Experts on the law have 
taken opposing opinions on 
the fairness of the charges 
against Swartz and the pro-
posed punishments. Lessig 
argues that the prosecutors 
acted overzealously towards 
a victimless, but nonethe-
less morally wrong, crime. 
Orin Kerr, on the other 
hand, argues that many 
of the charges were legiti-
mate and that “some pun-
ishment was appropriate,” 
but adding that some of the 
laws in question are in need 
of limitation or revision. 
Kerr deduces that, while the 
maximum sentence was 35 
years, Swartz “was facing 
anything from probation to 
a few years in jail if he went 
to trial — depending largely 
on how you value the loss 
he caused — and either a 4 
months in jail or 0-6 months 
in jail if he pled guilty.” Kerr 
connects finger-pointing at 

the DOJ’s aggressive tactics with 
“a natural instinct to restore a 
sense of order to the world by 
finding someone to blame.”

Swartz left no suicide note, 
thus we will never know what his 
motivations for hanging himself 
were. Whether from the stress of 
the trial or his history of depres-
sion or something else, a 26-year-
old is dead.

“A a r o n  d e a d .  W o r l d 
wanderers, we have lost a wise 
elder. Hackers for right, we are 
one down. Parents all, we have 
lost a child. Let us weep.” - Tim 
Berners Lee

BY JONATHAN HIELKEMA
Staff Writer

Because the amount of data 
people are generating and pro-
cessing continues to grow at a 
remarkable pace, storage tech-
nologies are obliged to keep up 
with the world’s ravenous desire 
for information. While conven-
tional hard drives have become 
ever cheaper, smaller and more 
capacious, researchers have been 
looking to alternative technolo-
gies to help shoulder the burden. 
Now a report has come from 
the European Bioinformatics 
Institute (EBI), a research station 
in Cambridge, United Kingdom, 
that scientists there have success-
fully transferred data onto DNA 
molecules. Specif ically, they 
encoded several files including 
an MP3 file containing Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream 
Speech,” an important paper 
on nucleic acids, and several 
Shakespearean sonnets.

In a press release, Dr. Nick 
Goldman, who works for the EBI, 

stated, “We already know that 
DNA is a robust way to store in-
formation because we can extract 
it from woolly mammoth bones, 
which date 
ba c k  t e n s 
o f  t h o u -
s a n d s  o f 
years, and 
make sense 
o f  i t .  I t ’s 
also incred-
ibly small, 
dense and 
d o e s  n o t 
n e e d  a n y 
power for 
storage, so 
shipping 
and keeping 
it is easy.” 
DNA  h a s 
been used 
f o r  d a t a 
storage for 
bi l l ions of 
years — ev-
ery living organism’s basic genetic 
information is stored that way — 
and so it should prove a reliable 
long-term storage solution.

Only about 739.3 kilobytes 
were encoded onto the DNA — 
about the same amount as one 
twelfth of a typical MP3-encoded 

song — but that amount alone 
took sophisticated techniques 
and difficult work to achieve. A 
writer for the Economist writes, 

“DNA uses four chemical “bases” 
— adenosine (A), thymine (T), 
cytosine (C) and guanine (G) — 
to encode information. Previous 

approaches have 
often mapped the 
binary 1s and 0s 
used by comput-
ers directly onto 
these bases.” This 
approach, how-
ever, proved un-
tenable because 
o f  r e p e t i t io n s 
in bases (for in-
stance, AAAA) 
that could be eas-
i ly misread by 
DNA-sequencing 
machines while 
reading the infor-
mation.

Another diffi-
culty that pres-
ents itself is that 
ar t i f ic ia l DNA 
can only be cre-

ated in short strings or sequences, 
meaning that larger files needed 
to be carried on multiple strands. 
This also required an ingenious 

solution, as Dr. Goldman ex-
plained, “We knew we needed 
to make a code using only short 
strings of DNA, and to do it 
in such a way that creating a 
run of the same letter would be 
impossible. So we figured, let’s 
break up the code into lots of 
overlapping fragments going in 
both directions, with indexing 
information showing where each 
fragment belongs in the overall 
code, and make a coding scheme 
that doesn’t allow repeats.”

Other than its longevity — the 
scientists claim that the molecules 
used to store the information 
could last for 10,000 years in read-
able condition — another advan-
tage of using DNA as a storage 
medium is its density. One gram 
of DNA can store around 2.2 
petabytes (2.2 million gigabytes), 
an incredible leap over current 
systems. Although the data can 
only be read back slowly and 
cost issues prevent DNA from 
being used on a massive scale, 
the density and longevity of the 
biological material makes it ideal 
for long-term storage.

Scientists pioneer DNA for use as a durable data storage medium

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Aaron Swartz, active member of the Boston wikipedia community, was photographed at a 2009 meetup. 

DNA can potentially be used for effi cient long-term data storage.
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Introverted students want to be involved in the community, just not 
in the way that Calvin College expects them to.

Ryan Hagerman, “Introverts misunderstood”

From the
  Editor

BY GRACE RUITER
Campus Co-Editor

There are a lot of good reasons 
to wish you could go back to kin-
dergarten. I mean, who doesn’t 
long for the days when naptime 
and playtime were official parts 
of the school day? Personally, 
I think Calvin should consider 
establishing its own official nap-
time, since so many students 
already participate.

I also believe we could benefit 
from a review session of what 
is arguably kindergarten’s most 
important lesson: how to share. If 
actions speak louder than words, 
then it seems many adults have 
either forgotten this lesson, or 
ceased to believe in its value for 
the adult world.

I’d love to see every college 
teach students about sharing; 
it is an important part of being 
in a community. However, it is 
even more important for us as 
Christians. In choosing Calvin 
College, we chose an education 
that prepares us for not only our 
careers, but more than that, for 
service to God in every aspect of 
our lives.

In order to live out that mis-
sion, we must be good sharers of 
our abilities, possessions, time 
and money. Developing a culture 
of this kind of giving takes time, 
so we need to start sharing what 
we can right now. Furthermore, 
we cannot justly wait until after 
we graduate to start practicing 
lifestyles of service when there is 
so much need for service in the 

Grand Rapids area alone.
Calvin works with many area 

service organizations to get stu-
dents involved in the Grand 
Rapids community. Some Calvin 
students already take advantage 
of those opportunities, though 
many of us miss them because we 
are too busy.

But perhaps the definition for 
“too busy” among college stu-
dents is broader than it should be.

According to a USA Today ar-
ticle, a 2011 study of 1,839 under-
graduates found that the average 
college student checks Facebook 
six times a day, for a cumulative 
average of 106 minutes on the 
site each day. If we can donate 
106 minutes a day to Facebook, 
yet we’re “too busy” to devote an 
hour a week to serving others, 
we may need to reevaluate our 
priorities.

I’ll be the first to admit that 
my volunteer record at Calvin 
thus far isn’t stellar. I’ve pleaded 
“too busy” more times than I 
care to admit, but starting now, 
I’m re-evaluating my busyness. 
In kindergar ten, we learned 
how to share our toys and our 
chocolate milk. I think we’re 
ready to advance to sharing our 
time as well.

The sacrifice doesn’t have to 
be big. Like money, time isn’t dis-
tributed evenly. Some people have 
less to give than others. Calvin of-
fers many volunteer opportunities 
with lower time commitments for 
those with less time to spare. For 
example, students living in the 
dorms can get involved with com-
munity partnerships. Many of the 

events only last a few hours, so 
they’re perfect for busier students.

There are plenty of opportuni-
ties for students who don’t live in 
the dorms as well. I recommend 
checking the Service-Learning 
Center website if you’re having 
a hard time finding something 
that fits your gifts and schedule. 
The site offers a wonderful data-
base of volunteer opportunities 
in the area, which lets you tailor 
your search to your interests and 
schedule.

I tried searching the database 
for volunteer opportunities re-
lated to environmental awareness 
and got 10 different results. The 
results ranged from environ-
mental education at area high 
schools, to park clean-up, to vol-
unteering for the Environmental 
Awareness Food Fest at Calvin. 
These are all great ways to give 
back to the Grand Rapids com-
munity through environmental 
stewardship.

Obviously, developing a giv-
ing culture is about more than 
signing up for a lot of volunteer 
opportunities. A strong culture of 
service is held up by lifestyles of 
giving. However, developing that 
kind of lifestyle isn’t a one-step 
process. If we learn to share the 
time in our schedules, our hearts 
will be primed for the sharing of 
our talents and treasures, and 
vice versa.

So once you’ve had your nap, 
consider pouring yourself a glass 
of chocolate milk and thinking 
about how you can embrace your 
inner kindergartener in the way 
you spend your time.

Calvin should divest from 
fossil fuel funds

Dear Editor,
Calvin is currently in the 

midst of a challenging finan-
cial situation. President Le 
Roy desires a t ransparent 
f inancial strategy that will 
be up for board approval in 
May 2014. He also desires 
that the plan be sustainable, 
affordable and strategically 
focused.

I would assume this plan in-
cludes a campus audit of build-
ings and practices. I would also 
assume, as a Christian college 
with the biblical mandate to 
seek justice and protect the vul-
nerable, Calvin would examine 
where its financial investments 
lie to ensure the school is not 
profiting from environmen-
tally and socially destructive 
companies.

Therefore, I call on Calvin 
College to immediately freeze 
any new investment in fossil-
fuel companies, and to divest 
within five years from direct 
ownership and from any com-
mingled funds that include 
fossil-fuel public equities and 
corporate bonds. I believe such 
action on behalf of Calvin will 
not only be a sound decision 
for its financial portfolio, but 
also for the well-being of its 
current and future graduating 
classes, who deserve the op-
portunity to graduate with a 
future not defined by climate 
chaos and with an education 

not funded by environmentally 
destructive companies.

By January 2013 there were 
210 public and private universi-
ties pressuring their schools’ 
administration to divest. I com-
mend the current Calvin students 
who created a petition to divest 
at gofossilfree.org and I urge all 
students to sign the petition and 
begin organizing.

I also call on Le Roy to sign the 
American College and University 
President’s Climate Commitment 
(http://www.presidentsclimate-
commitment.org/) on behalf of 
Calvin. 

I know climate change de-
nial exists, but this is not about 
climate change rhetoric. This 
is about physics. 2012 was the 
warmest year on record and 
the second most extreme year 
for weather related events. The 
scientific consensus is clear and 
overwhelming; we cannot safely 
burn even half of global fossil-
fuel reserves without dangerously 
warming the planet.

As an alumna my voice is im-
portant, but as students walking 
the halls every day, your presence 
and actions can do more than my 
letters. I challenge you to stand 
up for what is right even though 
it may be hard or unpopular at 
first. It is my desire that Calvin 
truly be a place of “minds of the 
making” (not a place of minds 
made up or minds disinterested) 
and a vibrant, engaged institution 
educating for shalom.

Ann Wiersma Van Zee, ’01

BY RYAN HAGERMAN
Staff Writer

Calvin College does not un-
derstand introversion. As an in-
trovert, I have navigated through 
Calvin’s extroverted world and 
often felt left out. My introverted 
friends have felt the same way. 
Many people at Calvin mistake a 
student’s introversion for shyness, 
presuming that these students 
need only to participate with oth-
ers and then they will have fun. 
When this plan fails, students 
and leaders often feel frustrated 
and label introverts as jerks or 
say, “some people just don’t want 
to be involved with the commu-
nity.” However, this isn’t true. 
Introverted students want to be 
involved in the community, just 
not in the way that Calvin College 
expects them to.

Ca lv i n’s  m i su nder s ta nd-
ing of introverts begins with 
Or ientat ion. Or ientat ion at 
Calvin is dizzying for introverted 
students. Students are rushed 
from place to place and activity 
to activity. Every other day there 
is another “name game” to play. 
All of these meetings with large 
groups and frivolous talking wear 
down and turn away introverted 
students from meeting other stu-
dents. One friend I talked to felt 
that there was something wrong 
with him because he did not feel 
as active as other students.

The problem goes beyond 
Orientation; Chaos Day is a 
nightmare for introverts. The 
whole day is filled with strangers 
trying to convince students to 
yell and cheer for other strangers 
that they were randomly selected 
to join. My friends and I dreaded 
Chaos Day because it was more 
noise and activity than we felt 
comfortable participating in.

Floor events, like serenading, 
are similarly extrovert-centered. 
Extroverted students, whose 
boisterous nature crowds out in-
troverts, have fun at these events 

while introverts suffer inwardly. 
Introverts feel no need to add to 
the energy of a place when there 
are already others soaking up the 
conversation, and so they stay si-
lent. This can change if introverts 
are familiar with the community. 
If an introvert feels comfortable, 
he or she will actually talk a lot.

Classes can also be difficult. 
Introverted students have diffi-
culty speaking up in class. It’s not 
that we are not paying attention, 
but we don’t feel the need to speak 
our minds. Frequently, extroverts 
dominate the classroom discus-
sion, and introverts feel no need 
to speak. This can be a problem 
if participation is a part of the 
class grade.

I have a few solutions that 
would help Calvin College in-
clude introverts. One idea would 
be to move Chaos Day to a later 
time in the school year. This 
would give time for students to 
bond with other students, which 
would give more motivation for 
introverted students to join Chaos 
Day and actually have fun.

For the dorms, student leaders 
should be encouraged to get to 
know the people on their f loor 
on an individual basis. Introverts 
feel more comfortable if you talk 
with them on their own territory, 
rather than trying to compete 
with louder people for a chance to 
speak. Also, introverts need some 
alone time. Resident assistants 
and student leaders need to rec-
ognize that some students need 
alone time to recuperate from the 
extroverted world. My own resi-
dent assistant, Mark Campbell, 
was great at creating community 
because he understood each indi-
vidual’s level of comfort when it 
came to activities.

Finally, I think professors can 
help out by including an email 
option for participation so that 
introverted students have a way 
to share their ideas. I know one 
introverted friend who has been 
extremely grateful to professors 
that provide that option because 

she feels included in the conversa-
tion without having to fight other 
extroverted students to have her 
voice be heard.

Some students might argue 
that these solutions cater to in-
troverts and that introverts need 
to get used to the real world. 
However, this argument falls 
apart rather quickly. Currently, 
Calvin College caters to extro-
verts. Almost every student event 
on campus is tailor-made for ex-
troverts. We could easily change 
some of their programming and 
ways of interacting with students 
to help introverts feel more in-
cluded.

Introverts also do well in the 
real world. Recently, a business 
professor (Dr. Adam Grant of 
Wharton University) released a 
study showing that introverted 
leaders are better leaders than 
extroverted leaders in business 
because they allow their work-
ers alone time to be proactive 
with their ideas. By being more 
inclusive of introverts, introverts 
would feel more comfortable 
interacting with others. Having 
this comfortable space allows 
introverted students a way to 
practice being extroverted, which 
would help them beyond their 
college career.

Calvin College is a diverse 
community, and introverts are a 
part of this community. I think 
we need to take individual and 
corporate responsibility to make 
these students feel welcome and 
included, not through peer pres-
sure or loud events, but through 
face-to-face communication. 
Getting to know people is dif-
f icult and requires patience. 
However, it would be a sin of 
omission to shrug off our respon-
sibility to communicate with and 
care for the quieter members of 
our student body. We introverts 
enjoy talking, but we also enjoy 
our alone time. If Calvin College 
wants us to be involved, then it 
has to create spaces where we feel 
comfortable to do so.

Introverts misunderstood at Calvin

Students have opportunity to give back Letter to the editor

Transparency.
Wait! Don’t stop reading! I 

know that word has lost almost 
all meaning in the hustle and 
bustle of government elections, 
committee meetings and busi-
ness deals. The word has come 
to represent a whole slew of 
false promises and pretenses. 
When we hear that someone 
wants to be “transparent” 
these days, our cynical walls 
are up faster than you can say 
“WikiLeaks.” Transparent has 
become the key word of politi-
cians and nonprofit organiza-
tions alike in an attempt to be 
open to public opinion and 
scrutiny.

But most often, it doesn’t 
work. These people and orga-
nizations, despite the big talk 
about openness and honesty, 
still cover things up. They still 
bury statistics and use double-
speak in speeches and press 
releases. And who can blame 
them, ultimately? Appearances 
are everything in the public 
eye, and they aren’t to be trifled 
with.

Calvin College wants to be 
transparent. Or so they say. 
I’ll give them some credit — 
the current administration is 
much better than the old one 
was. The higher-ups are more 
willing to talk and more forth-
coming with information. But 
being transparent means more 
than simply being willing to 
supply information. It means 
actively distributing it.

Many records of Calvin’s 
inner workings are available 
for public viewing. However, 
they’re just that — available. 
They’re obscurely placed on 

internal servers, buried in old 
web pages, and often incom-
prehensible once discovered. 
Sure, Calvin is transparent 
— if you know where to look.

We’ve got some work to do. 
With all the budget concerns 
this year (check out our front 
page for the latest), financial 
reports are more important 
than ever. There are many 
other ways to check up on the 
general health and wellness of 
the college, and I’d encourage 
you to check them out. While 
you might not have the skills to 
decipher financial reports, you 
can certainly examine Calvin’s 
rising rate of international 
students or its [something 
negative from Day 10].

If Calvin isn’t willing to 
distribute this sort of informa-
tion, it’s certainly the duty of 
Chimes to let you know where 
to find it. Check out the online 
version of this editorial for 
hyperlinks to these resources 
by using this URL or QR code.

Be in the know.

~ajz

http://tinyurl.com/adwtjy3
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