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BY JEFF MEITLER 
Staff Writer

For six seniors on Calvin’s 
men’s cross country team, this 
was it. The culmination of their 
celebrated running careers end-
ed at the LaVern Gibson Cross 
Country course in Terre Haute, 
Ind., landing Calvin back on 
the podium for the f irst time 
in 5 years. The Knights ran a 
strong race and were leading 
by 34 points with 1000m to go. 
These 1000 meters proved to be 
brutal though and the Knights  
came in second, 21 points behind 
first.

Senior Nick Kramer finished 
26th place, earning his 10th All-
American Honor in his five year 
running career at Calvin. This 
was one of the hardest, as he 
fought through a femoral stress 
fracture all season just to be able 
to run this race.

Senior Job Christiansen had 
one of the best races of his life, 
earning his highest nationals 
finish in his career. He was the 
35th runner to cross the line, just 
squeaking into an All-American 
spot.

Senior Dan Kerr finished 46th. 
Within the first 400m Kerr tripped 
and found himself in almost last 
place. Fellow senior David Vande 
Bunte ran alongside him and got 
him back into the race, saving the 
team from near disaster. Vande 
Bunte finished 84th, while senior 
Matt Vander Roest finished 71st. 

Vander Roest’s leg was severely 
injured, but the All-American 
from last year gutted it out for 
the team. Senior Greg Whittle 
was 95th, and junior Sam Kerk 
rounded out the team in 226th.

Calv in’s 188 points were 
enough for national runner ups 
tied with Haverford and 21 points 

behind the national champi-
ons, North Central College. The 
NCAA doesn’t break ties, so the 
trophy will be sent to Calvin in 
the future. UW Lacrosse finished 
one point behind, taking fourth. 

Tim Nelson of UW-Stout won the 
individual title, running nearly 
the entire race by himself.

Although the team was not 
able to pull out the win, it took 
two severe injuries and a fall 
among the top three runners to 
keep it from them. When think-
ing about his career at Calvin, 

Kerr said emotionally, “North 
Central College can have their 
national championships, but I’ll 

take my Calvin Knights!”
The women’s team finished 

18th overall, led by sophomore 
Kate Ardinger in 100th place. It 
was her first national meet, and 
she stepped up on a day when her 
team needed her. Her emergence 
at the end of this season has 
been one of the highlights of the 
women’s team.

Following Ardinger was fresh-
man McKenzie Diemer in 111th 
and senior Christine Hartley 
three places behind. The scoring 
was completed by the Penning 
sisters Alyssa and Kimby, in 
132nd and 149th.  Juniors Alyssa 
Oram was 153rd and Nicole 
Michmerhuizen was 220th, both 
not finishing as high they wanted.

18th place was not what the 
women’s team was hoping for, 
ranking as high as 5th in the na-
tion during the year.  Looking 
to next year the women’s team 
only loses two runners from the 
top seven, Alyssa Penning and 
Christine Hartley.

“Up front, we got a little ex-
cited — our first two probably got 
out a little too hard,” said coach 
Brian Diemer. “Our pack ran 
strong, and really finished well, 
that was neat to see. We came up 
short, but we developed a lot, and 
this is going to make us better in 
the future.”

Coaches Al Hoekstra and 
Brian Diemer finished their 27th 
season together, seeing through 
the careers of 15 seniors graduat-
ing this year.

The men’s team finished just 21 points behind national champions North Central College.

Cross country teams race at nationals, men take second

Vice president of finance steps down ‘by mutual agreement’
BY RYAN STRUYK

Online Editor

After 15 years at Calv in, 
Henry DeVries will step down 
from his role as vice president 
for administration, finance and  
information services on Friday, 
according to an emai l f rom 
Pres ident  M ichael  Le Roy 
to faculty and staff Monday  
afternoon.

The email said that the change 
comes “by mutual agreement 
with the college.”

The move comes one month 
after the college announced sig-
nificant financial concerns, in-
cluding a budget shortfall by 2017. 
Le Roy has made addressing this 
$100 million shortfall a priority 
during the first few months of his 
presidency.

DeVries was the college’s chief 
financial officer for the past 15 
years.

His departure also comes after 
Samuel Wanner left the director 
of financial services position ear-
lier this fall.

DeVries declined comment late 
Monday afternoon. At press time, 

Le Roy was out of town and had 
not yet responded to a request for 
comment.

“Henry has served the col-
lege faithfully for 15 years and 
I am grateful for his devotion to 
Calvin College,” wrote Le Roy in 
the email.

DeVries will remain on in an 
advisory role through the end 
of the semester to help with the 
transition.

The college has no plans for 
further official announcement on 
these changes.

“As far as an official announce-
ment goes, [the] e-mail to faculty/
staff serves that purpose,” said 
Matt Kucinski, Calvin’s media 
relations manager, in an email 
to Chimes.

Calvin will begin searching 
for a replacement “immediately,” 
but no details were given about 
the search process in the email. 
The college hopes to fill the role 
this spring.

D u r i n g  t h e  v a c a n c y  i n 
DeVries’s seat, Sal ly Vander 
Ploeg, director of gift planning 
and major gifts, will assume the 
role of director of finance and 
chief financial officer. She will 

join the cabinet next Monday.
DeVries also oversaw Calvin 

Information Technology (CIT), 
the Hekman library, Physical 
Plant, Creative Dining Services, 
campus events, Creative Dining 
Services, and the financial ser-
vices office.

Despite the staffing changes, 
members of the Calvin commu-
nity are taking time to reflect on 
DeVries’s contributions during 
his 15 years of service.

DeVries’s tenure included the 
introduction of Moodle, an on-
line educational platform as well 
as email addresses for all faculty 
and staff. He also oversaw the 
installation projectors and com-
puters in 95 percent of Calvin 
classrooms.

“The most signif icant that 
we’ve done is that focus on 
bringing technology into the 
classroom,” said Rick DeVries, 
associate director of business 
services with CIT, who worked 
with Henry for the 15 years Henry 
was at Calvin.

“He has a very good memory 
of a wide breadth of knowledge 
about many things, and he is 
able to make knowledgeable  

decisions very 
quickly,” Rick 
said.

Henry 
DeVries’s time 
at Calvin also 
s aw  t he  a d -
dit ion of the 
DeVos Com-
munications 
Center, 
t h e  P r i n c e 
Conference 
C e n t e r ,  t h e 
Bunker 
Interpretative 
Center, as well 
as the Spoelhof 
Fieldhouse 
Complex and 
Covenant Fine 
Arts Center.

Shirley 
Hoogstra, vice 
p re s ide nt  of 
s t udent  l i fe, 
has worked on 
cabinet with 
DeVries for 13 
years.

“Henry 
loves Calvin College, which is 
why so many people feel the 

loss at his departure,” she said. 
“Henry was a point person for
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DeVries served at Calvin College for 15 years.
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BY CONNOR STERCHI
On-call Writer

Due to the efforts of student 
senate and the office of the pro-
vost, two additional days off for 
students will be added to next 
academic year: the Wednesday 
before Thanksgiving and the 
Monday after Easter. These days 
off will be part of a two-year trial 
period for the academic calendar. 
The changes will take effect in 
the 2013-2014 and 2014-15 aca-
demic years. Students, especially 
for those who need extra time 
to travel, and their parents have 
raised concerns over the shortness 
of Thanksgiving break in the cur-
rent academic calendar.

“The pressure point, through 
t h e  p a s t  ye a r s ,  h a s  b e e n 
T ha n k sg iv i ng,”  sa id Heid i 
Reinstra, the executive assistant 
in the provost’s office.

Adding two additional days 
off to the academic calendar, 
however, means that two extra 
academic school days will be 
added back into the calendar for 
balance. This will look different 
depending on the school year.

The calendar changes will give 
students a lengthened Christmas 
break for the 2013-14 academic 
year. For freshman Ansley Kelly, 
who lives in Erie, Penn., having 
classes on Wednesday before 
Thanksgiving makes for an incon-
venient traveling schedule.

“I’m still going home [this 
year],” said Kelly. “It’s just go-
ing to be inconvenient because 
I’m not going to get home until 
late Wednesday night, and then 

BY KATELYN BOSCH 
Staff Writer

Lesl ie King was sexual ly 
abused as a child, an experience 
which left her feeling lost and 
vulnerable. When she met a man 
that told her she was beautiful, 
she believed and trusted him. 
Suddenly, at age 15, she found 
herself standing on street corners 
in Grand Rapids being “sold to 
the highest bidder,” fearful for her 
life and her family’s 
lives if she didn’t do 
what she was told.

Recount ing her 
story on her web-
site, King describes 
the names she was 
called by people on 
the street.

“No one seemed to 
see me as a 15-year-
old,” Leslie said. “No 
one looked at me to 
see that I was being 
used, abused, sold. 
It was like the whole 
world just saw me as 
trash.”

King lived the life 
of a prostitute for 20 
years until, af ter a 
suicide attempt, she 
cal led out to God 
and heard an answer. 
She went on to found 
Sacred Beginnings, 
an organization dedi-
cated to helping wom-
en in West Michigan 
that have been  vic-
tims of human trafficking, sexual 
exploitation and substance abuse.

Human trafficking makes $32 
billion to $40 billion annually. 
It is the second largest grossing 
illegal industry in the world. It 
happens all over the world but 
it also happens closer to home. 
King was trafficked in Grand 
Rapids, and King’s experiences 
are not isolated instances.

Last week, the International 
Reconciliation Organization 

going into the holiday the next 
day, it sort of makes it feel really 
crunched and not worth it.”

The administration’s decision 
to change the calendar to give 
students the Wednesday before 
Thanksgiving and the Monday 
after Easter off will make travel-
ing back home for holiday breaks 
much more convenient for Kelly.

“That will be really helpful,” 
said Kelly. “[Otherwise] I would 
have to leave on Easter Sunday to 
get back here, and that’s no fun. I 
want to eat dinner with my family 
and enjoy the holiday.”

So wh at  w i l l  de te r m i ne 
whether or not the extended 
Thanksgiving and spring breaks 
will continue past the two-year 
trial period?  Reinstra said that 
the provost’s office will take a 
few things into consideration, 
including class attendance in the 
days prior to the break.

“A big [consideration] is going 
to be class attendance on Monday 
and Tuesday of Thanksgiving 
week,” said Reinstra. “One of 
the traditional arguments against 
giving this day off was that then 
you’re going to get people taking 
the whole week off.”

Reinstra’s chief concern with 
the changes made to the academic 
calendar is educational.

“And that is my number one 
consideration for making the 
calendar, what is best pedagogi-
cally,” said Reinstra. “So if giving 
Wednesday off makes people 
regress and take the whole week 
off, that would be a fail.”

The process of change started 
last semester, then-student senate 
President Nana Owusu-Achau, 

then-Vice President Yeaji Choi 
and current Vice President of 
Programming Ashley Holmes 
met in the provost’s office in an 
effort to push the academic cal-
endar changes.

“They came to us with a very 
professional, well laid-out pro-
posal, and they had thought 
through some of the possible 
domino [effects] and options and 
had suggestions for how it could 
be met,” said Reinstra.

The student senate survey last 
spring was also a driving force for 
the academic calendar changes.

26.9 percent of the students 
surveyed wanted Thanksgiving 
break to be a week long, and 
58.7 percent of students wanted 
just the Wednesday off before 
Thanksgiving. 14.4 percent of stu-
dents did not want the break to be 
changed. Current student senate 
President Yeaji Choi headed up 
the effort to extend Thanksgiving 
break for the academic calendar. 
Choi considered the collabora-
tion between the administration 
and student senate to be a great 
example of how both bodies could 
work together to meet the needs 
of the student body.

“The needs were very clear,” 
said Choi. “It was basically travel, 
having an extra day to travel. 
That was the main concern and 
the root of the problem because 
students didn’t have a day to 
travel when they had an evening 
exam.”

St udent senate presented 
various ideas and proposals to 
the provost’s office. Extending 
Thanksgiving break became the 
primary concern after the results 

of the spring survey.
“We discussed what was the 

core need,” said Choi. “Should 
we create a fall break independent 
from Thanksgiving, or should we 
extend Thanksgiving, or should 
we have no break at all and extend 
Christmas break? Students voiced 
that Thanksgiving was the biggest 
priority, so we moved forward 
with that.”

Around the same time as the 
student senate survey, the Calvin 
Parent Council sent a letter to 
Calvin College asking for the full 
week off so that their students 
could come home. This prompted 
the provost’s office to further 
consider making changes to the 
academic calendar.

The academic calendar change 
is reminiscent of a similar situa-
tion in which the provost’s office 
decided to give students Good 
Friday off, Reinstra said.

“We used to have classes on 
Good Friday, the half day, and 
eventually we just said, ‘no, we’re 
just not going to have class on 
Good Friday; we have to make it 
work,’” she said. “And what we 
traded at that time was that we 
used to have the Monday after 
spring break off, and we said 
okay, to have Good Friday off 
we lose that Monday after spring 
break.”

Although the decision was ulti-
mately up to the provost, Claudia 
Beversluis, student senate played 
a significant role, Reinstra said.

“Student senate’s professional 
presentation and follow-up data 
helped us to look at it really seri-
ously and say, you know, we think 
this is the time,” said Reinstra.

(INTRO), a student led organi-
zation, put on events at Calvin 
to spread awareness of human 
trafficking on both worldwide 
and local levels.

On Nov.28, INTRO showed 
the documentary “Nefarious: 
Merchants of Souls”  in the 
Commons Lecture Hall. This 
documentary demonstrates the 
impact of sex trafficking on global 
level.

The documentary shows how 
large the sex trafficking industry 

has grown and how large the is-
sue is.  

“[U.S. State Department] esti-
mates there are 27 million slaves 
being held worldwide — more 
than at any point in human his-
tory,” the “Nefarious” website 
says. On Nov. 29, there was a 
panel discussion on sex traffick-
ing in places like Grand Rapids, 
featuring speakers from all differ-
ent organizations that deal with  
sex trafficking.

The speakers for this event, 
which took place in the Commons 
Lecture hall, included Andy 
Sopper from Manasseh Project, 
Carmen Kucin ich f rom the 
Michigan Human Trafficking 
Task Force,  Meahgan Pear 
from the Michigan Abolitionist 
Project, Calvin nursing professor 
Sara Koster and detective Pete 
Kemme from the Grand Rapids 
Police Department.

Freshman Rose Clousing, a 
member of INTRO who helped 

plan the events, said that INTRO 
was very excited for the events, 
and hoped that they would be 
successful in bringing some light 
to the issue at Calvin.

“The goal INTRO has for this 
event is for students to realize 
sex trafficking doesn’t just hap-
pen in other countries, but also 
in places like Grand Rapids,” 
Clousing said about the Thursday  
night panel.

Senior Adam Wiersma, a 

leader in INTRO, said that ev-
ery year INTRO choses a single 
issue to focus on and plans an 
event spreading awareness on 
that issue.

Wiersma said that INTRO 
chose sex trafficking this year 
because they thought it was a 
topic where there was “already 
some, but not extensive knowl-
edge about at Calvin.”

“Moreover, we felt it was a 
problem in which there was a 
desire to know more in order 

to prevent or change 
the current state of sex 
trafficking,” Wiersma 
said. INTRO hoped 
the events will not only 
spread awareness, but 
empower students to 
take the next step to 
learn what they can do 
to help.

“The purpose of this 
event is to learn more 
about this relevant is-
sue; but also, once you 
have that knowledge, 
what  one  c a n do,” 
Wiersma said. Clousing 
agreed, and came with 
the hope that the events 
will help students be-
come more aware of the 
actions they can take 
in this particular phase 
of life.

“We also wanted to 
help students who have 
a l ready heard some 
about sex traff icking 
find ways to help ad-
dress this issue as col-

lege students,” Clousing said.
The events this week, and all 

the events hosted by INTRO, 
are meant to show why students, 
as Christians, need to strive for 
reconciliation.

“There are so many social 
justice issues worthy of our atten-
tion,” Wiersma said. “This is just 
one effort to better understand 
the injustice and brokenness of 
our world as well as our role in 
reconciliation as Christians.”

INTRO events spread awareness on sex trafficking

Thanksgiving and Easter break extended for next two years

The Manasseh Project, a local organization created by Wedgwood Christian Services, 
focuses on cutting down human trafficking activity in Grand Rapids.  A member came 
to Calvin on Nov. 29 to speak about the issue.
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BY KYLE RODRIGUEZ
News Co-editor

In the United States, it’s easy 
to see how education can be 
taken for granted. Elementary 
and secondary schooling are 
required, and more and more 
students are attending college. 
It’s considered something of a 
social taboo if someone cannot 
read and write.

But in rural Nepal, illiteracy 
runs rampant. Current and for-

mer Calvin students have started 
a grassroots schooling system 
called Maya Universe Academy 
(MUA) to combat the region’s 
lack of quality education.

According to Shin Chul Yoon, 
a ormer Calvin student and one 
of MUAs founders, the acad-
emy is a community not only of 
students and teachers, but also 
of “farmers, artists and lovers” 

who work together to provide 
quality education at no cost to 
the students.

The idea for the academy 
was born out of a clear need, 
one that Yoon and his fellow 
founders (who affectionately call 
themselves “Mayans”) saw occur 
cyclically in rural Nepal.

According to Yoon, the educa-
tion system in Nepal has been 
monopolized by the government 
and for-profit private institutions, 
neither of which are viable op-
tions for rural Nepalese students.

“The country has little hope in 
government schools, as they are 
inefficient, ill managed and cor-
rupt, similar to the government 
that runs them, while entrepre-
neurs are motivated by profits 
and do not cater to the needs of 
poor families,” said Yoon.

T he  gove r n me nt ’s  p o o r 
schools mean that impoverished 
Nepalese have little opportunity 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

many people’s work problems. He 
was very much a ‘go to’ person 
because … he 
was a walking 
information 
source.”

Je f f  S t o b, 
d i r e c t o r  o f 
conferences 
a nd c a mpu s 
events, remem-
be red major 
events during 
DeVries’s ten-
ure, including 
a Republican 
Presidential 
candidate de-
bate in 2000 
and welcom-
ing President 
G e o r g e  W. 
Bush for com-
mencement in 
2005.

“Henry has left a clear mark on 
Calvin, and we have been blessed 
by his years of work here,” said 
Stob. 

“I am sincerely grateful for 
all that he has taught me, both 
about Calvin, and about my-
self.  My growth is a result of 

his mentoring.”
DeVries also mentored sev-

eral students during his time at 
Calvin, including Josiah Sinclair, 

current vice presi-
dent of the student 
body.

“ H e n r y  h a s 
an immense love 
for people,” said 
Sinclair. “I would 
bet he knows the 
name of every staff 
person at Calvin, 
the name of their 
first child and the 
d ate  t he i r  f i r s t 
ch i ld had t he i r 
wisdom teeth out.”

When Sinclair 
thinks about how 
DeVr ies wi l l  be 
r e me mbe red  a t 
Calvin, he f inds 
it hard to find the 
words.

“I think his work 
over the last 15 years has been too 
multifaceted to be summed up in 
a single legacy,” said Sinclair. 

“The friendships he’s built with 
the hundreds of staff at Calvin 
and the amount he’s invested in 
them ... that isn’t going to go away 
very fast.”

for post-primary schooling, and 
little opportunity to escape from 
the poverty they were born into.

“In 2011, while 90 percent of 
students from private schools 
were admitted to secondary edu-
cation, the majority of students 
from government schools had no 
chance of higher education,” said 
Yoon. “This cannot only be the 
fault of the students.”

According to Yoon and his 
colleagues, the lack of quality 
education is a primary cause of 
the widespread poverty in Nepal.

“Until the problem of unequal 
and incomplete education is tack-
led head on, NGOs, local govern-
ment assistance and countless 
foreign aid will not rescue the 
country from its poverty,” said 
Yoon.

What originally began as a few 
individuals attempting to teach 
a few under-educated Nepalese 
children the basic concepts of lan-

guage and math has transformed 
into a rapidly expanding organi-
zation throughout the country.

The original plan was to enroll 
10 students in this free, yet private 
academy in 2011. But nearly 200 
families showed up to apply at the 
original campus in the Tanahun 
district of Nepal, leading to rapid 
expansion.

The founders of MUA quickly 
realized the amount of resources 
that would be needed in order to 
effectively teach their students, 
and began branching out into 

the community for coopera-
tion. Families would commit to 
volunteering two days a month 
in return for education. The 
families that participated in the 
academy helped create a separate, 
self-sufficient community in the 
rural village of Udhin Dhunga, 
producing their own food, edu-
cating each other and learning 
new and more efficient ways of 

healing and farming.
MUA would launch a second 

campus in early 2011, located in 
the rural village of Chisapani, 
a small village on the ridge of a 
Himalayan foothill. Currently 
there are 26 students learning 
science, math, Nepali, English 
and social studies, according to 
the MUA website.

MUA also has a recent ly 
opened third campus in the 
Syangja district of Nepal, fur-
ther northwest than either of the 
previous campuses.

Current Calvin students Min 
Lim and Max Kwon sit on the 
MUA’s Board of Directors, and 
aid in representing the school 
in the U.S. Both students also 
donate to the school and do what 
they can to help the academy 
from a distance.

“I use a lot of what I learn in 
my business classes at Calvin to 
take care of and look over some 
of the finances for the school,” 
said Lim.

L i m  e nc o u r a ge s  C a lv i n 
s t u d e n t s  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d 
i n  a n y  n u m b e r  o f  w a y s . 
“Even just introducing people to 
the website brings more aware-
ness,” said Lim, “and volunteers 
at the schools are always wel-
come.”

For those interested in volun-
teering, Lim suggests options 
such as spending a summer or 
semester at a MUA campus, 
and points to the website as the 
easiest way to inquire about such 
opportunities.

Lim and Yoon both stress 
that this project was started by 
ordinary people with a drive to 
help someone in need, and that 
anybody can get involved if they 
are willing.

“We are just people who are 
willing to love others as our-
selves,” said Yoon.

“I know people who are ma-
joring in subjects like sociology 
or international development 
that are passionate about spend-
ing their lives helping people,” 
added Lim. “An opportunity like 
this one offers real experience in 
fields like that. “This is one way 
that somebody can really live out 
their faith.”

Calvin students work in Nepal with Maya Universe Academy 

Teachers at Sagarmatha School, part of MUA, work toward offering quality education to students living in rural Nepal.

BY JULIA LAPLACA
Staff Writer

This Thanksgiving, the newly-
formed Calvin Philanthropy 
Committee launched a new way 
for students to say thank you 
— the first annual “Give Back 
Week.” 

Fr om Mo nd ay,  Nov.  19 
through Wednesday, Nov. 21, 
students had the opportunity to 
write letters to the many donors 
who support Calvin, thanking 
them for their generosity.

Whether it’s through grants, 
loans or scholarships, Calvin 
awards $65 million to students 
each year. 

More than 10,000 alumni, 
relatives of students and various 
friends of Calvin support the 
students currently on campus.

The Calvin Phi lanthropy 
Committee (CPC) grew out of 
the advancement office, adopt-
ing the motto: “Our mission is to 
flourish student financial giving 
at Calvin College through raising 
awareness and providing oppor-
tunities to give. 

In doing so, we hope to change 
the culture on campus to reflect 
an understanding of financial 
giving — in addition to giving 
of time and talent — as a form 
of stewarding God’s resources.”

Ja c k i  S i k ke m a,  a  me m-
ber of the commit tee, says 
r a i s i n g  t h i s  aw a r e ne s s  i s 
extremely important.

“It’s only because people give 
that many students can even at-
tend Calvin,” she said.

During “Give Back Week” 
special stations were set up in the 
library lobby, chapel and Spoelhof 
Fieldhouse. Here students took 
the time to write a short “dear 
donor” note thanking donors for 
their gifts to Calvin. 

The notes will later be format-
ted and sent to all of Calvin’s 
donors. The CPC hopes this is 
become a new Thanksgiving 
tradition.

Sikkema explains the CPC 
works on two levels. An event like 
“Give Back Week” encourages 
students to give back on a smaller, 
more immediate scale. But on a 
larger scale, the CPC hopes to, 
as its motto claims, change the 
culture of giving around campus.

Adam Wiersma, also a mem-
ber of the CPC, claims that most 
students he talks to find the idea 
of giving back to Calvin “ridicu-
lous.”

Wiersma explains, “They say, 
‘I’ve already given Calvin my 
tuition and I don’t really have any 
money to give.’”

Wiersma bel ieves that an 
awareness of how much dona-
tions do for campus can change 
this attitude. 

“There are lots of things on 
campus that don’t come from 
my money.” 

For example, the f lowers 
around campus are actually paid 
for by donors.

Facts like these certainly 
made Wiersma appreciate his 
education more. He says, “As 
someone who’s enjoyed the 
past three and a half years at 
Calvin, I’m very grateful for 
those who made it possible.”

Kaitlyn Beukema, a soph-
omore, works as caller for 
Calvin’s annual fund. She of-
ten dialogues with and solicits 
donations from alumni and 
friends of Calvin. Beukema 
says “It’s such a blessing to 
hear about how much donors 
love Calvin and … enjoyed 
their time spent at Calvin and 
genuinely care about [current 
students].”

Another caller, Anneliese 
Boehning expressed how see-
ing this side of Calvin changed 
her perspective on her educa-
tion. 

“I didn’t realize how much 
it kept tuition down … I’m so 
thankful it’s less than it could 
be.”

The Calvin Philanthropy 
Committee hopes that stu-
dents will be develop a spirit 
of generosity and thankful-
ness now that will serve them 
their whole lives. This includes 
more than just giving back to 
Calvin. Weirsma claims they 
want to “embellish and enlarge 
a philosophy about giving and 
foster a habit of giving, not just 
to Calvin but to other local 
or international institutions 
as well.”

DEVRIES: Leaves VP Finance positionPhilanthropy committee encourages thankfulness

PHOTO COURTESY OF  MAU

Want to get instant updates on what happens on campus?

DeVries is stepping down 
from his position as VP of 
Finance after working at 
Calvin for 15 years.

FILE PHOTO

Find us on Twitter:
@calvinchimes

Find us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/

calvinchimes
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Grand Rapids was ready and wanting a juice and 
smoothie bar.

Jennifer Pohlman, “Three new businesses”

BY BRITTANY BEEZHOLD
Staff Writer

Along the cobblestoned streets 
in Eastown lie a handful of busi-
nesses. Bookstores, boutiques, 
coffee shops, restaurants and the 
post office hug the curbs along 
Lake Drive and Wealthy Street. 
Surrounded by a diverse neigh-
borhood, Eastown ref lects the 
combination of tradition and fam-
ily roots with a college town feel.

In late November, three new 
businesses will merge into the 
fabric of Eastown, Sip {Organic 
Juice Bar}, Connie’s Cakes and 
Spoonlickers. The following are 
their stories:

SIP {Organic Juice Bar}
Starting by making “Jenergy 

Bars,” nutritious bars made with 
dense nuts, seeds, fruits and 
real vegan chocolate, out of her 
home in Naples, Florida in 2009, 
Jennifer Pohlman, owner of Sip 
{Organic Juice Bar}, was inspired 
by raw foods.

A f te r  he r  move  ba c k  to 
Michigan in 2010, Pohlman be-
gan offering 3 Days Raw, a re-
juvenating raw food cleanse. 
Pohlman’s food cleanses are 
specific periods of time during 
which the body is allowed time 
to time to heal, recharge, and 
eliminate toxins.

Pohlman opened her first store 
located near Ada at 6770 Old 28th 
Street, Grand Rapids.

“Grand Rapids was ready and 
wanting a juice and smoothie 
bar, and I was ready and will-
ing to take my business out of 
my home and to the next level,”  
said Pohlman.

During a transition to a deeper 
level of health, Pohlman repeat-
ed a phrase that soon became  
her motto.

“The realization hit me that 
we only have this one body, for 
our entire life and we had better 
treat it like the temple that it is, if 
we want it to last,” said Pohlman.

Now, the motto “one body, one 
life” brings focus to Pohlman’s 
lifestyle as well as her business.

Intrigued about the food indus-
try for 16 years, Pohlman desired 
to make the people of Grand 
Rapids informed and healthy in 
their food choices.

“I am passionate about help-
ing people weed through the 
confusion of our food system and 
helping them to simplify what 
real and good nutrition really is 
through education and aware-
ness and offering great products,”  
said Pohlman.

Pohlman will take her busi-
ness further by opening a shop 
in Eastown, allowing for more 
space and opportunity. Offering 
Wi-Fi, Sip {Organic Juice Bar} 
will cultivate an environment 
for customers to relax and  
stay awhile.

“Eastown has been on my ra-
dar from the start,” said Pohlman. 
“It’s a wonderfully diverse and 
loyal community and currently 
many of my customers come from 
that area.”

Sip {Organic Juice Bar} will 
offer daily-prepared raw foods, 
including entrees, desserts, crack-
ers, kale chips and a wide variety 
of healthy, organic, raw foods 
in addition its trademark juices  
and smoothies.

Sip {Organic Juice Bar} will 
open fall of 2012 in the Kingsley 
Building, located at 1415 Lake 
Dr., Grand Rapids.

Connie’s Cakes
With cakes decorated for oc-

casions varying from weddings 
and bir thdays to graduation 
celebrations and baby show-
ers, Mary Scheidel and staff are 
proud to announce Connie’s 
Cake’s move from its current lo-
cation on Division Avenue to the 
Kingsley building in Eastown. 
Mary Scheidel, owner of Connie’s 
Cakes, is excited to expand the 
bakery’s repertoire including 
fondant and sculpted cakes.

I n  2 0 0 9,  Co n n ie  Fa b e r, 
Scheidel’s aunt, retired from her 
cake shop. Scheidel discussed the 
opportunity to purchase Connie’s 
Cakes and moved forward into 
a new chapter of her life. After 
a career of teaching in addition 

to a manager role at the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation as 
experience, Scheidel was ready 
for a more creative environment.

Scheidel was prepared to pur-
sue the opportunity of owning her 
own business.

“The timing was perfect for 
me to pursue this idea of becom-
ing a business owner. With the 
help of GROW [Grand Rapids 
Opportunities for Women] and 
Local First, I put a plan into 
action and in the spring of 2010 
I purchased Connie’s Cakes,”  
said Scheidel.

Scheidel credits the success 
and popularity of Connie’s Cakes 
with the combination of excel-
lent customer loyalty as well as 
a talented team of designers  
and decorators.

“Great customer service paired 
with delicious cake and the best 
buttercream icing in town was a 
recipe for success,” said Scheidel.

Scheidel and her team pursue 
their move to Eastown this fall.

“Our vision is this: to make the 
world a happier place one cake at 
a time,” said Scheidel. “We are 
very excited to be a part of the 
vibrant Eastown community!”

Connie’s Cupcakes anticipates 
opening in the Kingsley Building 
late November 2012.

Spoonlickers
Inspired by sel f-serve yo-

gurt shops around the country, 
David Darling, co-founder of 
Spoonlickers, wanted to pro-
vide this type of space in Grand 
Rapids. Building off of his idea, 
Darling moved forward to make 
his dream become reality.

Darling opened two shops, the 
first located at 1971 East Beltline 
NE, Grand Rapids and the sec-
ond located at 400 Ada Dr., Ada.

Unlike most self-serve yogurt 
shops, Spoonlickers deviates 
from commonly used artificial 
f lavor ing and commercial ly  
canned toppings.

“We would use the self-service 
model, but we would actually 
make yogurts and toppings from 
real ingredients, in real kitchens, 
at each store,” said Darling.

D a r l i n g  g i ve s  c r e d i t  t o  
his customers.

“They have really taken to the 
idea and are genuinely thankful 
for the effort we put into our ser-
vice and products,” said Darling. 
“Without them, there is no busi-

ness. Nothing to be passionate 
about. Their smiles and gratitude 
are sincerely what drives us.”

Darling and his co-workers 
focus on creating new recipes 
and combinat ions to please  
their customers.

“Our recipes keep getting bet-
ter,” said Darling. “Our custom-
ers have blessed us with won-
derful ideas that we have been 
working to bring to life.”

For the las t  few months, 
Spoonlickers has been working 
on a strict vegan, all-natural 
yogurt that will be offered at the 
new Eastown location.

For Spoonlickers, Eastown 
is the perfect place to share  
a passion.

“Eastown is clearly an area of 
the city that gets it,” said Darling. 
“They understand what is real 
food and what is not. They un-
derstand and support businesses 
with values like ours. We honestly 
think that the community’s val-
ues are right in line with ours.”

Spoonlickers wil l open its 
E a s tow n s to r e  t he  e nd  o f 
November in the old Blockbuster 
building located at the corner of 
Lake Drive and Wealthy Street.

CATHERINE KRAMER
Staff Writer

Every Thursday night, a group 
of local teen girls gather at Urban 
Family Ministries (UFM) for an 
evening of fun and fellowship, 
playing games and studying the 
Bible together.

The Bible study, which began 
meeting in 2003, has played a 
vital role in the development of 
local girls’ lives. For many, it is 
the only place where they can 
connect with other Christians.

“I love Thursday nights at 
Urban Family,” said group par-
ticipant Deshownna Kirkland. 
“We have a lot of fun togeth-
er, and also we get to learn  
about God.”

The Bible study is led by 
UFM’s school enrichment coor-
dinator Heidi Chinn and volun-
teers Melissa Kersjes and Linda 
Howorth. The leaders strive to 
create a welcoming atmosphere 
and to help the girls grow in their 
relationships with God and with 
each other.

“We try to provide a safe 
place for teen girls to develop 
in their faith and to become the 
people God wants them to be,”  
said Chinn.

In recent years, several Calvin 
students have joined the volunteer 
team that helps run the weekly 

group. This opportunity helps 
Calvin students who are passion-
ate about youth development and 
urban ministry understand and 
relate to the urban community in 
Grand Rapids.

Those involved have found 

that they have just as much as to 
learn from the girls as they do to 
teach them.

“I first got involved with the 
Urban Family Bible study a year 
ago, and I’ve really enjoyed inter-
acting with teen girls in Grand 
Rapids,” said junior Ellie Price. 
“Their experiences are so differ-
ent from my own. It’s a joy to get 

to talk to them about life and to 
try to answer any questions they 
have about faith.”

Each meeting consists of din-
ner, discussion about a specific 
Bible verse and theme and getting 
to know one another better, both 

through organized games and 
unmediated hang out time.

According to Price, that free 
time together is crucial to the 
overall goal of the Bible study.

“The most meaningful time I 
spend with these girls is when we 
get to just talk about life, one on 
one,” she said. “The more time 
we spend like that, the better we 

know where everyone is coming 
from. It makes all of us more will-
ing to open up during group time, 
to ask questions and see how God 
is working in our lives.”

The girls range in age from 
13 to 17 and all attend different 

schools, but despite these differ-
ences, the girls have been able 
to bond and establish lasting 
friendships.

“I’ve made a lot of good friends 
that I would never have met oth-
erwise,” said Kirkland. “We have 
a special relationship because we 
talk about deep things instead of 
just hanging out all the time.”

Many of the girls have been in-
volved in UFM for years through 
other programs, especially its 
popular Super Saturday events.

Super Saturday, UFM’s out-
reach program for Grand Rapids 
children of all ages, brings a 
large group together on Saturday 
nights for dinner, games, sing-
ing and worshipping in Calvary 
Church’s gymnasium.

The impact of Super Saturday 
on children early in life is evident 
through the continued participa-
tion of teens who began coming to 
events in early elementary school. 
Being able to see the children 
grow in age and maturity has 
been one of the biggest rewards 
for Chinn.

“I’ve known a lot of these 
girls for years,” she said. “It’s 
been amazing to see them grow 
up and become such lovely  
young women.”

I n add it ion to  t he g i r l s’ 
Thursday night Bible study and 
Super Saturday, UFM has min-
istries for teen boys, women in 
the neighborhood and families in 
the community. They also offer 
tutoring and mentoring programs 
for children, as well as opportu-
nities for them to attend camp in  
the summer.

To find out more about UFM’s 
mission and volunteer opportuni-
ties, visit urbanfamilyministries.
org.

Three new businesses open up shop in Eastown neighborhood
SIP {Organic Juice Bar}, Connie’s Cakes and Spoonlickers join an already vibrant community

Urban Family Ministries reaches out to urban community

Spoonlickers, a self-serve yogurt shop that is devoted to avoiding artificial flavors and using real 
ingredients wherever possible, is opening a new shop on the corner of Lake Dr. and Wealthy St.

PHOTO BY BRITTANY BEEZHOLD

Urban Family Ministries hosts a bible study for teen girls, as well as a Super Saturday program 
involving games, worship and dinner, for all ages and a variety of other ministries.

PHOTO BY MELISSA KERSJES
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Park Geun-hye is the first female presidential candi-
date of  South Korea. 

Greg Kim, “Korean Elections”

BY JULIA GHO
Staff Writer

The fierce fighting of the M23 reb-
els in eastern Democratic Republic 
of Congo is the most serious since 
July. The rebels, who have their 
stronghold in the northereastern 
region of Congo, have taken con-
trol of Goma, a major city near 
the Ugandan and Rwandan bor-
der. According to the U.N. High 
Commission on Refugees, around 
475,000 people have f led their 
homes and 75,000 have spilled 
over into Rwanda and Uganda 
since the fighting started in April. 
According to reports from Al 
Jazeera, the M23 rebels have 
agreed to start removing their 
forces from the town of Mushake, 
about 50 km south of the town of 
Goma in eastern Congo.

Fighting has also been tak-
ing place around the village of 
Kibumba in North Kivu prov-
ince. Mr. Paluku, governor of 
Nor th K iv u, sa id that more 
than 150 rebels and two govern-
ment soldiers have been killed. 
Furthermore, the f ighting has 
been forcing thousands of people 
to f lee. Unfortunately, the rebels 
had no intention of leaving until 
recent negotiations. Mr. Paluku 
said that he received a phone call 
from a M23 military spokesman Lt. 
Col. Vianney Kazarama who told 
him that the rebels would “spend 
the night” in Goma where about 
400,000 people live.

Recently, Oliver Hamuli, the 
army spokesman in Goma, said 
that 44 rebels had been killed and 
that one high-ranking officer of the 
army also died. On the contrary, Lt. 
Col. Kazarama told the BBC that no 
rebels had been killed and that only 

two had been injured. Thus, as of 
now, the United Nations mission 
in the Congo said that it could 
not confirm any casualty figures.

Both sides are accusing each 
other of instigating conf lict. 
Government spokesman Lambert 
Mende said, “51 bodies [of reb-

els] wearing Rwandan army 
uniforms have been collected,” 
from the battlefield. But Mende 
also says, “Sultani did not invent 
this pseudo-mutiny in the east, 
[but remains to be] an instrument 
behind much wrongdoing.”

Ug a n d a  h a s  c l o s e d  t h e 
Bunagana border crossing near 
Goma. This was a result of a 
request from the the Congolese 
government, which believed the 

M23 rebels were illegally raising 
money from people travelling 
between the two countries to 
finance its operations.

Ugandan army spokesman 
Fel ix Kulayigye says, “The 
Congolese were complaining 
that M23 were taxing lorries 

and goods going through, so at 
the request of the government 
of Congo, we have closed the 
border.”

Both Rwanda and Uganda 
strongly deny all claims that they 
were supplying the M23 rebels. 
Rwanda has called for the fight-
ing to be put to an end as many 
civilians have been harmed.

Both the U.N. and United 
States have imposed a travel 

ban and asset freeze on Sultani 
Makenga, the leader of the M23 
rebels. The U.N. hopes that its 
large force in Congo will help the 
government establish its authority 
in the lawless east.

However, most of the U.N.’s 
efforts have been diplomatic, rath-

er than actual 
military protec-
tion. The U.N. 
Organization 
Stabilization 
M i s s i o n s  i n 
t h e  C o n g o 
(MONUSCO), 
mandated by the 
U.N. Security 
C o u n c i l  i n 
2010, has peace-
keepers on the 
ground in the 
conf lict areas, 
but they were 
forced to with-
draw once the 
fighting started.

Omalanga, 
t he  i n fo r m a-
tion minister of 
the Congo, told 
the CNN that 
the Congolese 
government was 
disappointed 
with the ineffec-
tiveness of the 

U.N. mission. “They don’t have 
an appropriate mandate,” he said. 
“This must absolutely change if 
the U.N. wants it to be effective 
in Congo.”

Regional leaders, including 
generals and diplomats from the 
governments of Rwanda, Congo, 
and Uganda met in Kampala last 
weekend to draft a withdrawal 
proposition for the M23 rebels. 
It demanded that the rebels with-

draw from Goma.
On Tuesday, M23 leader 

Sultani Makenga told Al 
Jazeera that the M23 will be 
withdrawing from Goma “in 
three days at the latest” to the 
20 km line outside of Goma 
that the proposition put forth.

Even if this withdrawal 
takes place, problems will still 
remain in Goma as many civil-
ians have thrown their support 
behind the rebels. According 
to  Azad Essa of Al Jazeera, 
300 people walked through 
Goma, showing support for 
the M23. Once the Congolese 
army takes back Goma, as is 
expected with the promised 
withdrawal of the M23 rebels, 
the fate of these pro-M23 civil-
ians is very much in question.

The M23 rebels, whose full 
title is the March 23 Movement, 
are a military rebel group that 
splintered off the Congolese 
army following their dissatis-
faction with the implementa-
tion of the March 23, 2009 deal 
with the Congolese govern-
ment. Under this deal, the M23 
fighters were to be taken in as 
soldiers of the Congolese army. 
However, they committed 
mutiny, complaining that they 
were still being marginalized.

President Kabila, the head 
of state of Congo, met with 
rebel leaders for the first time 
in the negotiations over the 
weekend in Kampala. The 
rebels have accepted the terms 
of this initial round of nego-
tiations, and are expected to 
move out of Goma by the end 
of this week. However, the reb-
els will still have a stronghold 
in the vast and unruly region 
on eastern Congo. 

Makeshift tents for displaced refugees line the sides of hills in eastern Congo. 
WIKIMEDIA

M23 rebels in eastern DRC to withdraw after talks

BY GREG KIM
Nat-World Editor

On Dec. 30, 2011, Fareed Zakaria, 
a CNN foreign affairs journalist and 
writer, posited that if 2011 had been 
a year of “historic change” with its 
widespread protest movements such 
as the Arab Spring and the Occupy 
Wall Street movement, the year 2012 
would be the “year of elections.”

He pointed out in his CNN col-
umn, Global Public Square, that 59 
countries were holding elections on 
some level, and 26 of them were for 
national leaders. 

Elections do not always signal 
regime change, as incumbents, such 
as President Barack Obama, won 
re-election in this month’s elections. 

In South Korea, however, where 
presidential terms are limited to a 
single, five-year term, and where 
there is not a strong bipartisan di-
vide, this December’s presidential 
elections could result in a significant 
regime change.

Pa rk G e u n-hye,  accord i ng 
to many polls, is the front-run-
ner in this upcoming election.  
She is the candidate of the ruling 
Saenuri Party, the re-imaged co-
alition of the conservative Grand 
National Party. 

The incumbent President Lee 
Myung-bak was elected president as 
the candidate of the Grand National 

Party in 2007, and took office the 
next year.

Park Geun-hye is the f irst 
female presidential candidate 
of South Korea. She is also the 
daughter of the late president 
Park Chung-hee, who led South 

Korea’s huge economic turn-
around during his rule in the 
1970s. He is also known for 
his dictatorial rule and human  
rights violations. 

Such aspects of his rule cast 
a shadow that hangs over Park’s 
political personage. In fact, two 
months ago she made a public 
apology for her father’s human 
rights abuses.

Park’s challenger is Moon Jae-

in, the candidate of the liberal 
Democratic United Party. He is 
a lawyer who worked under Roh 
Moo-hyun, the late former presi-
dent of South Korea. Roh com-

mitted suicide in 2009, amidst 
an investigation into his involve-
ment in a corruption scandal that 
included members of his family. 

This is the legacy that hangs 
over Moon’s political profile. He 
is also from a very poor family. 

According to the BBC, his father 
was a “prison camp worker” and 
his mother, “a peddler.”

Ahn Cheol-soo, an indepen-
dent candidate, dropped out of 

this year’s presidential race 
earlier this month and en-
dorsed Moon. He is the presi-

dent of the prestigious Seoul 
National University and is a 
multi-millionaire owner of 
a software company.Before 
his dropout, polls indicated a 
strong lead for Park, but Moon, 
with Ahn and his voters’ back-
ing, could edge out Park. 

However, according to 
a Sunday poll released by 
Chosun Ilbo, a Korean news 
source, Park is in the lead with 
43.5 percent support. Moon is 
trailing her with 39.9 percent.

South Koreans will head to 
ballots on Dec. 19. That means 
Park and Moon have less than 
three weeks to campaign. 

The winner of the election 
will take off ice in January 
2013. By then, roughly 26 
countries would have voted for 
their national leaders.Elections 
serve as key junctures in demo-
cratic regimes. They can signal 
change or continuity. 

But even continuity will be 
shaped by promises of change 
from the incumbent regime as 
part of campaigning. If 2012 
was the year of elections, 2013, 
voters hope, will be a year of 
dynamic regime adjustment.

Park Geun-hye is currently leading the polls.
WIKIMEDIA

Moon Jae-in has three weeks to take the lead.
WIKIMEDIA

If 2012 was the year of 
elections, 2013, voters 
hope, will be a year of 

dynamic regime adjust-
ment.

Elections serve as key 
junctures in democratic 

regimes. They can signal 
change or continuity.

Korean elections down to two opposing candidates 
Park Geun-hye and Moon Jae-in campaigning to win presidential seat in December elections
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National Apology to 

As some of you may have 
already seen in student news, 

there has been talk recently about the public read-
ing of the national apology to Native Peoples. 
Organizer-activist Mark Charles is coming on Dec. 
4 at 3:30 p.m. to Spoelhof Center 318 to speak with 
Calvin students about the apology and about what 
he plans to do on Dec. 19, the third anniversary of 
the unspoken apology. Why Chimes brings up this 
issue is simple. It deserves to be listened to.

On Oct. 9 this year, organizer Mark Charles met 
in Kansas City to discuss his plans for the public 
reading of the national apology to Native Peoples 

on the steps of U.S. Capitol. Despite this apology 
being issued into the bill, Department of Defense 
Appropriations Act (H.R. 3326), this was a sad 
excuse for a national apology. Slipped into the bill 
by senator Sam Brownback (R-Kansas, now the 
governor of Kansas), the apology was placed in 
an unrelated bill and takes up one page of the 67 
page document.

This is our national apology for forced steriliza-
tion, the Trail of Tears and relocation, the Dawes 
Act, forced assimilation of Native children into 
government schools and the silence of our coun-

try. This is our one page apology that was barely 
acknowledged by Obama or Congress at the time.

When Charles stopped at Haskell Indians 
National University, he spoke of why he wanted 
to have this bill read, saying, “We are so margin-
alized that those seeking offices don’t speak to us 
and just like this apology, they wrote it, signed it, 
but never communicated it to the tribes. I want 
this to be an opportunity for that conversation 
to be had between Natives and non-Natives.”In 
addition, Charles speaks of the disrespect of the 
apology saying, “The wording of this apology and 
the way it was buried in an unrelated document 
were not appropriate or respectful ways to speak 
to the indigenous hosts of this land ... this apol-
ogy has not been clearly communicated to Native 
American elders, many of whom personally en-
dured the horrors of boarding schools, re-location 
and disenfranchisement.”

On Dec. 19, when citizens organize in Washington, 
Charles will read the first forty-five pages of the 
Department of Defense Appropriations Act bill 
to show the full context and irony of the appro-
priateness of a slip-in apology. When it comes to 
the apology section, readers will translate it into 
several different native tongues so that all in at-
tendance will be able to understand clearly. After 
the reading is over, Charles plans on having time 
for public discussion between those in attendance.

 

BY MAXWELL HOWARD
Features Editor

I want this to be an opportunity for that conversa-
tion to be had between Natives and non-Natives.”

At Calvin, we now have a great opportunity on Dec. 4th to create honest discussion about 
this issue. I encourage anyone reading to join the Mark Charles lecture at 3:30 in the 
Spoelhof Center room 318. Calvin organizers will also be at the event to inform students, fac-
ulty and staff about how they can join with those who will be travelling to D.C. to participate.

  

Native Peoples American neglect and 
one very late response
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 “Silver and Gold”... are fixated as much on death and the end of 
the world as on traditional Christmas themes.

Jon Hielkema  “5-disc boxset ‘Silver and Gold’”
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By Ryan stRuyk
 online Editor

  For  Ca lv i n sophomore 
Chantelle Yazzie, sugar is 
more than just a homework 
boost at 1 a.m. — it’s a threat 
to her family and her people.

After growing up on a 
Navajo Indian reservation 
and seeing the effects of sug-
ar on her tribe, the 19-year-
old student is now using her 
artistic talents to send a mes-
sage to the 174,000 people 
back home.

Yazzie used granulated 
sugar on black paper to 
form the piece, “The Sugar 
Project: Modern Day Navajo 
Monster,” an image of two 
Navajo people facing back-
to-back.

She  a l so  p roduced a 
short video, which was fea-
tured with her artwork on 
“Wellbound Storytellers,” a 
blog for Native Americans 
concerned about health and 
wellness.

Yazzie’s art addresses the 
rising concern of diabetes 
and obesity among Navajo 
people, especial ly in the 
Navajo Nation, a reservation 
in New Mexico, Arizona and 
Utah where Yazzie lived for 
18 years.

“ I  k now t he  Nav a jo 
Nation has a huge problem 
with diabetes and obesity 
on the reservation,” said 
Yazzie. “I feel a video that is 
powerful and straight to the point 
is the only way people will see 
[that] sugar and foods high in fat 
are essentially killing them both 
physically and culturally.”

Diabetes rates are four times 
higher among Navajo people than 
the United States average, ac-
cording to the National Diabetes 
Information Clearinghouse.

Yazzie’s sister, Heather Yazzie-
Kinlacheeny, 27, who teaches at 
a technical college on the reser-
vation, has seen the impact of 
diabetes firsthand.

“When I saw my grandmoth-

ers and parents having diabetes, 
it was okay; they learned to work 
around it,” she said. “The part 
that hit me was when I started to 
see it in the younger generation. 

There is a problem if people my 
age are carrying around insulin. 
It really opened my eyes.”

In order to make her message 
clear, Yazzie spent about two 
days sketching the images onto 
black paper and brushing the 
sugar to form two faces.

“The use of sugar depicts, 
to me at least, that it is readily 
available and easy to get in large 
amounts,” she said. “I tried to 
depict sugar as being this beau-
tiful, sparkly incentive in my 
photos and art piece. It does draw 
you in and it does make food  

more appealing.”
She based the idea off the 

Navajo creation story, in which 
different monsters were released 
onto earth to keep the Navajo 

people in line.
 “I used this concept of a mon-

ster to show the Navajo people 
that we have created our own 
monster and, slowly, it is killing 
us,” she said. “ Now we have to 
work with one another to kill this 
monster.”

But the sugar is more than 
just a medium in the piece. The 
faces are skulls and their eyes and 
mouths form X’s, signifying that 
sugar is killing the Navajo people 
and culture.

Yazzie said she fears that the 
health problems with her people 

Chantelle Yazzie hopes that her artwork can inspire the Navajo people to focus on the challanges of 
obesity and diabietes on the reservation. She hopes to promote a healthy lifestyle for her family.

Navajo student uses art to send message of change to her tribe
are endangering the Navajo lan-
guage and culture.

“Without balance…the lan-
guage disappears, which essen-
tially kills the essence of what 

it means to be a Navajo. I think 
both sugar and addiction are the 
monsters.”

   The people in the artwork 
stand back-to-back, representing 
the division in relationships that 
sugar causes the Navajo people.

“The greed and desire for sugar 
is much too great and exceeds 
the desire to maintain and cul-
tivate relationships,” she said. “I 
feel sugar is coming in between 
relationships and disturbing this 
balance of relationship which 
thus distorts what it means to be 
a Navajo.”

Yazzie-Kinlacheeny said that 
the piece demonstrates Yazzie’s 
bravery to speak her message on 
the reservation.

“She has a lot of courage to do 
that,” said Yazzie-
Kin lacheeny. “To 
speak in that man-
ner and to know that 
it’s reaching out to 
thousands of people 
is powerful. Navajo 
people are very criti-
ca l  and sens it ive 
when it comes to that 
information.”

Yazzie-
K in lacheeny sa id 
that the artwork also 
shows a transforma-
tion in Yazzie’s role 
in the Navajo com-
munity and in her 
family.

“ S h e ’ s  m a k -
ing that transition 
to teaching, even 
though she’s a part 
of that younger gen-
eration,” said Yazzie-
Kinlacheeny. “We 
always think of her 
as little Chantelle, 
but a lot of people 
are listening. I’d be 
scared to do that, but 
she did it.”

W h i l e  Ya z z i e 
wants to help the 
thousands of people 
on the reservation, 
she hopes her mes-
sage resonates with 
two of them in par-

ticular: her parents.
“My parents are both pre-dia-

betic, and I worry about them,” 
she said. “I love them and want 
them to be in my life for a while 
longer.”

Yazzie’s father hasn’t seen the 
piece yet, but she said that her 
mother broke into tears when 
she saw how important it was to 
Yazzie.

“I really wanted to tell my 
mom and dad that I love you, but 
we need to change,” she said. “I 
love my people, but we need to 
change.”

By jon hiElkEma
staff Writer

Between 2006 and 2010 Sufjan 
Stevens released only a single 
album, a recording of a classical 
piece written for a film dedicated 
to the infamous Brooklyn Queens 
Expressway. 

Since 2010, we have been 
graced with a bounty of music, 
from an hourlong “EP” and a 
full album in one year, several 
collaborative projects, and now a 
package of five EPs of Christmas 
music, the second such collection 
the suddenly prolific Brooklyn-
based artist has released. An 
avalanche of fifty-eight songs that 
run the spectrum from iconoclas-
tic and experimental to solemn 
and reverent, “Silver & Gold” is 
an unwieldy but largely excellent 
collection of holiday classics and 
original songs.

T h e  f i v e  E P s — e n t i t l e d 

“Gloria,” “I Am Santa’s Helper,” 
“Christmas Infinite Voyage,” 
“Let It Snow,” and “Christmas 
Unicorn” — all vary considerably 
in style and approach, owing to 
the unusual way this album was 
collected. Stevens recorded the 
songs over a period from 2006 
to 2010 and then subjected a few 
of the songs to reworking over 
the last two years. In general, 
the songs are fixated as much on 
death and the end of the world as 
on traditional Christmas themes, 
particularly the originals, and 
there is a vast gulf of styles cov-
ered by the songs.

“Gloria” conforms most close-
ly to what lovers of “Michigan” 
and “Il linois” might expect: 
starry vocal arrangements, tender 
guitar picking, and a palpably 
warm and affectionate tone. A 
few of the originals here, like the 
excellent “Baracola (You Must 
Be a Christmas Tree),” were com-
posed by Stevens in collaboration 

with Aaron and Bryce Dessner 
of The National. “Gloria” is 
intimate and approachable, and 
probably the most clearheaded 
of the five EPs here. From there, 
the material grows progressively 
more troubling and bizarre.

“I Am Santa’s Helper!” finds 
Stevens between major proj-
ects, recorded right before “The 
B.Q.E.” Running at forty-two 
minutes and twenty-two songs, 
it bursts with confused and 
fractured songs that seem half-
f inished. It starts off promis-
ingly enough with the raucously 
emotional “Christmas Woman,” 
which is where the electronic 
instruments start to assert them-
selves, albeit quietly at first. After 
that track, however, the songs 
tended to degenerate into half-
formed chaos. 

It’s not unlike what I would ex-
pect a Madlib Christmas album 
to sound like, though with far 
fewer drug references. Standout 

tracks from this EP are few but 
include genuinely great songs 
like “Idumea” and the portentous 
“Even The Earth Will Perish and 
the Universe Give Way.”

“Christmas Infinite Voyage” 
brings coherence back to the pro-
ceedings, opening with “Angels 
We Have Heard On High,” which 
takes considerable liberties with 
the hymn’s original melody and 
lyrics. Closely resembling the 
digital-orchestral sonic overload 
of 2010’s “Age of Adz” album, 
this song sparks with inspira-
tion. Anchored in a traditional 
Christmas spirit by sleigh bells 
and choirs, it leaves room for 
triumphant synthesizer blasts. 
By far the most completely trans-
formed canon song, however, is 
“Do You Hear What I Hear?” 
His voice robotized by autotune, 
Sufjan revels in repetition, ex-
tending this relatively simple 
narrative tune into a monumental 
nine-minute epic. 

This EP concludes with my 
favorite song of the whole set, 
entitled “The Child With A Star 
On His Head,” which runs fif-
teen minutes and features some 
of Steven’s trademark sparking, 
dissonant guitar soloing.

The final two EPs finish off the 
collection well. “Let It Snow” and 
“Christmas Unicorn” don’t quite 
measure up to “Infinite Voyage,” 
but the final two songs on the lat-
ter, both of which were released 
prior to the EPs themselves, make 
up for that. 

“Justice Delivers Its Death” 
presents a twist on the “Silver 
and Gold” song from “Rudolph 
the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” turn-
ing it into a tortured lamentation 
for the state of the world, and 
“Christmas Unicorn” brings 
the whole set to a crashing and 
apoca lypt ic end, recording  
t he  c ompl ic a t ed  r e l i g iou s 
a nd sec u la r  t w i s t s  on  t he  
Christian holiday.

filE Photo

5-disc boxset ‘Silver and Gold’ explores secular twists of Christmas 
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Member states recognize that space is not an expense, 
it’s an investment.

Jean-Jacques Dordain, “European Space Agency”

BY JONATHAN HIELKEMA
Staff Writer

A new article in the scientific 
journal Annals of Neurology has 
identified a gene that controls a 
number of what are called circa-
dian rhythms.

Circadian rhythms are bio-
logical cycles that have a 24-hour 
duration. These include the times 
of day when a person is most alert, 
when blood pressure is highest, 
and when the heart is most ef-
ficient (Prescott).

The newly-discovered gene 
variant is not responsible for all 
the variance in personal circa-
dian clocks, but it can, according 
to Bonnie Prescott, writing for 
Harvard Medical School’s web-
site, “[change by] up to an hour 
your tendency to be an early riser 
or night owl.” While this might 
be interesting trivia by itself, it 
has far more wide-ranging im-
plications for how our lives are 
planned.

Andrew Lim, the author of 
the original article and a post-

ELIZABETH LAMOUREUX
Staff Writer

The constitutionality of a 
proposition to require registered 
sex offenders to disclose internet 
activities and identities is ques-
tioned.

On Tuesday, Nov. 6, voters in 
California approved Proposition 
35, which ratcheted up penalties 
for those convicted of sex crimes, 
including human traff icking. 
This proposition includes a pro-
vision requiring sex offenders to 
disclose to law enforcement all 
of their internet connections and 
online identities.

O n  We d n e s d ay,  t wo  o f 
California’s 73,900 registered sex 
offenders filed a lawsuit challeng-
ing the constitutionality of these 
provisions.

Timothy B. Lee, writing for 
“Ars Technica,” notes that the 
plaintiffs argued that forcing 
them to expose their online 
identities would violate their 
First Amendment right to speak 
anonymously. The plaintiffs are 
being backed by the American 

BY ANDREW PRUIM
Staff Writer

In a budgetary compromise last 
Wednesday, the ESA was granted 
€10-10.1 billion, the equivalent of 
$12.8-13 billion, to continue space 
exploration. The ESA (European 
Space Agency) was founded in 
1975 and currently consists of 20 
member states, chief among them 
Britain, Germany and France. 
These states meet every few years 
to layout a guiding budget for the 
next three to five years. The last 
budgetary meeting was in 2008 
and laid a provisional budget 
through 2012.

The ESA is “Europe’s gateway 
to space,” says ESA’s web page. 
According to its director General 
Jean-Jacques Dordain, appointed 
in 2003, the ESA seeks to allow 
citizens to fulfill their dreams 
and thirst for knowledge. Based 
on ESA’s webpage, the ESA aims 
t o  f u l f i l l  t h i s  a m b i t i o n 
by “shap[ing] the development 
of Europe’s space capability 
and ensure[ing] that investment 
in space continues to deliver ben-
efits to the citizens of Europe and 
the world” as well as “By coor-
dinating the financial and intel-
lectual resources of its members, 
[to] undertake programmes and 

Civil Liberties Union and the 
Electronic Frontier Foundation.

Those in the employment of the 
Electronic Frontier Foundation, 
in particular, voiced their disap-
pointment with how unconsti-
tutional these procedures seem 

to be.
“Requiring people to give up 

their right to speak freely and 
anonymously about civic matters 
is unconstitutional, and restric-
tions like this damage robust 

discussion and debate on impor-
tant and controversial topics,” 
says Hanni Fakhoury, an EFF 
attorney. “When the government 
starts gathering online profiles for 
one class of people, we all need to 
worry about the precedent it sets.”

The lawsuit demands that 
a judge immediately block the 
proposition.

Michael Risher, an ACLU at-
torney, said Californians should 
be concerned that even though 

the bill only affects registered 
sex offenders now, the law would 
create a slippery slope for the 
same requirements to be applied 
to others.

Dravid Kravets, author of an 
article on “Wired” online news, 
notes that Michael Risher has 
much to say on the issue.

“He points, for example, to a 
California DNA-collection law 
that has expanded dramatically 
beyond the people it first targeted. 
Initially, the law required only 
those convicted of sex offenses 
and serious felonies to provide 
authorities with a DNA sample 
to be included in a state and fed-
eral database. But in 2004, this 
expanded to anyone convicted of 
a felony, and in 2009, to anyone 
simply arrested for a felony.”

U.S. District Judge Thelton 
Henderson issued a temporary 
restraining order on moving the 
proposition forward to the voting 
stage until there is a full hearing 
Nov. 20, saying there are “serious 
questions” of the constitutional 
rights, e.g. the right to privacy, to 
be considered.

He notes in the four-page order, 

issued Wednesday, that the state 
says it cannot enforce the provi-
sion until March, so there would 
be minimal harm issuing a stay.

The plaintiffs and their attor-
neys felt confident that the provi-
sion will not be passed.

“We do think we’ll prevail in 
the long run,” said ACLU staff 
attorney Michael Risher. “This 
law simply sweeps much too 
broadly, because it includes all 
73,000 people who are required to 
register here in California.”

Dan Cohen, spokesman for 
the Yes on 35, said in a statement 
that they “are confident the court 
will follow precedent and uphold 
the new sex offender registration 
reporting requirements to protect 
vulnerable women and children 
from exploitation.”

While there were support-
ers for both sides of the issue, 
Proposition 35 passed on Nov. 
6. According to the LA Times, 
the measure was also drafted 
to prevent re-vic t imizat ion, 
prohibiting evidence of commer-
cial sex acts by those were traf-
ficked from being used against 
the victims in court.

doctoral fellow at the Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center, notes 
that the inner biological clock 
“regulates many aspects of hu-
man...behavior, such as preferred 
sleep times, times of peak cogni-
t ive perfor-
mance, and 
the timing of 
many physi-
ological pro-
cesses. It also 
influences 
the timing of 
acute medi-
c a l  e ve n t s 
l i ke s t roke 
and heart at-
tack.”

Research 
on the topic 
began in ear-
ne s t  wh i le 
Lim was em-
ployed in a 
Rush University in Chicago study 
that was attempting to discern 
why older people were having 
more difficulty sleeping. These 
people would receive annual 
health exams and psychiatric test-

ing to ascertain their sleeping and 
waking habits.

What the researchers were 
hoping to discover was a link 
between these patterns and the 
onset of degenerative mental 

disorders like Alzheimer’s dis-
ease.

A more morbid implication 
of these results has also come 
to light. Clifford Saper, M.D., 
Ph.D., explains that “there’s even 

a circadian rhythm of death, so 
that in the general population 
people tend on average to be most 
likely to die in the morning hours. 
Sometimes around 11 a.m. is the 
average time.”

There are 
few process-
es, it seems, 
that are ex-
empted from 
these dai ly 
cycles. With 
a deeper un-
derstanding 
of precisely 
h o w  t h i s 
gene variant 
a f fec t s  the 
q u a l i t y  o f 
the rhythms, 
it could be 
possible to 
ascertain 
when a cer-

tain person is at their peak physi-
cal and mental capacity and, 
conversely, when they are about 
to expire.

This could spell good news for 
frequent f lyers and others who 

cross many time zones on a regu-
lar basis. Jet lag and shift work are 
known to disrupt these biological 
cycles and therefore can have 
significant negative health effects.

Not only this, but Lim also ex-
plains that medical professionals 
can use this information to help 
those who are suffering from 
heart-related illnesses:

“Working out which causes 
of death are influenced by gene 
variants like the one we identi-
fied may eventually lead to ra-
tional timed interventions--such 
as taking heart medications at 
particular times depending on 
which version of the gene variant 
one carries--to provide protection 
during an individual’s period of 
greatest risk.”

This research represents yet 
another concrete step toward a 
more complete scientific under-
standing of the body’s functions 
as they relate to genetics. Armed 
with this understanding, it has 
become clear, medical profes-
sionals can greatly improve the 
quality and individuality of care 
given to patients.

activities far beyond the scope 
of any single European coun-
try.” In order for the ESA to 
d o  t h i s  i t  m a i n t a i n s  a n d 
launches a ser ies of 
rockets that currently 
include the Ariane 5, 
Russian Soyuz and 
Vega.

Arriving at the bud-
get was done through a 
series of compromises 
and generous donations 
by some of the member 
states. In the end, the 10 
billion euro budget will 
be used to upgrade the 
ESA’s current Ariane 
5 to an Ariane 5ME 
rocket as requested 
by Germany and will 
also be invested into a 
new cheaper and more 
compet it ive Ar iane 
6 rocket favored by 
France.

T he ESA i s  a l so 
planning to par tner 
w i t h  NA SA on i t s 
new manned Orion 
spacecraft project. The 
ESA will work to de-
velop a service module 
t h a t  w i l l  p r o -
p e l  t h e  c a p s u l e .  T h i s  i s 
a major change for the ESA which, 
unlike the Soviet Union and 

NASA programs, was established 
for scientific discovery rather 
than human space f light. This 
is the f i rst t ime Britain has 

agreed to fund a manned space 
endeavor.

    While the funding is a major 

step in helping maintain and ex-
pand the ESA, it is not everything 
General Dordain and others 
had hoped for. General Dordain 

and Europe’s space officials had 
hoped to secure a 12 billion euro 
budget but recognize the eco-

ACLU, EFF sue over sex offender Internet anonymity restrictions

Researchers discover connection between genetics, circadian rhythm 

European Space Agency allotted ten billion euro provisional budget
nomic situation that faces the 
ESA’s member states. Thankfully 
for the ESA, 10 bi l l ion euro 
matches 2008 commitments. 

Given this situation, 
Gen. Dordain seems to 
have a positive response, 
saying, “Member states 
recognize that space 
is not an expense, it’s an 
investment.”

In the same spirit, 
German space agen-
cy chairman Johann-
Dietrich Wörner said, 
“We are not talking 
about victories. We are 
talking about European 
solutions.”

The successful ac-
quisition of money to 
continue funding ESA, 
ESA’s partnership with 
NASA, and NASA’s 
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h 
private space compa-
nies such as SpaceX, 
all point to a change 
in space exploration. 
This change is a shift 
back from robotic to 
manned exploration 
of space. The next few 
years will be critical 

in development and funding 
and will decide which way the 
scale tips.

An Ariane 5 rocket bearing satellites lifts off from French Guiana on Nov. 10.
ESA

The Electronic Frontier Foundation advocates for digital rights.

This diagram charts a typical biological clock, varying with genetics.
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”
Ever since my freshman year on varisty, I’ve had great teammates and coaches 
around me. I’m just so thankful God gave me these abilities.

Carissa Verkaik, “Verkaik takes all-time scoring record”

BY JUSTIN VANDEN ENDE
On-Call Writer

Sometimes expectations can 
prove difficult. Sometimes pres-
sure causes an uncharacteristic 
mistake. Sometimes the ball 
bounces the wrong way.

Whether it was one of these 
or perhaps a different intricacy 
of sport on Saturday night, the 
Knights were unable to claim the 
national title, falling to University 
of St. Thomas (UST) in five sets.

In front of a record-break-
ing crowd at Hope College, St. 
Thomas made a comeback that 
very few in the building thought 
possible after losing the f irst 
two sets 13-25 and 17-25. They 
went on to stun the No. 1-ranked 
Knights by winning the final 
three sets 25-18, 25-16, 15-9.

“This sport is one were mo-
mentum can shift very quickly,” 
said Calvin’s head coach Amber 
Warners. “Sometimes you can’t 
turn it around.”

Calvin came out looking com-
posed and in control. The pres-
sure of the setting was not an 
immediate factor as they were 
seemingly in another league 
compared to UST. The capac-
ity crowd, largely composed 
of Calvin supporters, no doubt 
contributed to that confidence.”

“The crowd was very, very in-
timidating,” said UST head coach 
Thanh Pham.

“[The crowd] was definitely 
to our advantage,” said sopho-
more Emily Crowe. “I love when 
they’re there.”

Junior Megan Rietema also ap-
preciated the Calvin supporters, 
but knew that the winner is not 
always the team with the loudest 
crowd.

“When it comes down to it, it’s 
us on the court and we’ve got to 
do it,” she said.

After Calvin efficiently did 
away with UST in the first two 
sets, it seemed that this would 
be another routine win for the 
Knights, who finished the season 
31-3.

“You feel good after those first 
two sets, but you also know you 
have work to do,” said senior 
Lizzie Kamp.

The third set finally saw UST 
wake up with Sara Atkinson lay-

ing down hard spikes that caused 
the Knights all sorts of problems, 
and Calvin seemed surprised to 
have so many of their smashes 
rejected by UST blockers.

“They played extremely well 
and it f lipped,” said Warners 
about the third set. “It happens 
in this sport and that’s to their 
credit. We had a hard time bounc-
ing back.”

Pham said that getting com-
fortable in the hostile environ-
ment was the key to the come-
back.

“We knew that wasn’t us out 
there,” he said about the first 
two sets. “We just had to find 
ourselves and find a way to fight 
through it.”

The Knights never recovered 
and played the remainder of the 
match desperately searching for a 
way to break UST’s defense.

Warners said that she had talk-
ed to the team about staying in the 
present moment, and believed the 
team played well in their system, 
but that they just couldn’t answer 
the swing.

“If there’s been one issue with 
this team, it’s getting them to 
believe how good they actually 
are. We have very humble athletes 
that don’t always know their tal-
ent,” said Warners.

The match was a rollercoaster 
of emotions for the Knights who 
came so close to a second national 
title for Calvin.

“It was a very tough loss, obvi-
ously, but it was also an extremely 
well-played match against two 
really tough teams,” said Nancy 
Meyer, Calvin’s women’s athletic 
director.

“When we handled them easily 
in the first set, I didn’t think for 
one minute that this match was 
going to be a pushover. They’re 
too good, so it didn’t surprise 
me that they came back,” she 
continued.

President Le Roy, also in atten-
dance, was proud of the Knights 
for their efforts.

“I’m so proud of these women. 
They were so impressive. They 
never gave up and they were so 
positive on the court,” he said. 
“I’m sad, but somebody had to 
win and somebody had to lose.”

Kamp, Rietema and Crowe 
earned spots on the all-tourna-
ment team.

BY SYDNEY CHIPMAN
Staff Writer

Senior Carissa Verkaik led 
Calvin with 14 points last week-
end against Wisconsin-Stevens 
Point, passing Lisa Winkle to 
become Calvin’s all-time leading 
scorer with 1,734 career points.

“I couldn’t have done it with-
out the great people around me,” 
says Verkaik, “Ever since my 
freshman year on varsity I’ve 
had great teammates and coaches 
around me. I’m just so thankful 
God gave me these abilities.”

The Calvin Knight’s women’s 

basketball team took to the road 
this weekend for the opening 
tournament of their season.

After a long battle, the No. 1 
Calvin held No. 3 St. Thomas in 
a first round game of the Millikin 
Coaches vs. Cancer Tournament.

“It was nice to play against 
some tough teams right away this 
weekend for our season opener,” 
said senior Carissa Verkaik.

The Knights kept the game 
close the first ten minutes of the 
game, never leading or trailing 
by more than three points. With 
nine minutes left in the first half, 
however, the Knights began to 
pull away, and ended the first half 

Verkaik takes all-time scoring record
up 42-26.

Calvin kept a strong lead 
well into the second half, but 
St. Thomas answered back 
with ten minutes left, com-
ing within five points of the 
Knights. The teams matched 
each other point for point af-
ter that. Even with the strong 
comeback by St. Thomas, 
however, the Knights pulled 
off the 78-72 win.

“We came out strong against 
St. Thomas,” says Verkaik. 
“We played a great game with 
great defense.”

Senior Carissa Verkaik led 
the Knights with 23 points. 

S o p h o m o r e  K a y l a 
Engelhard had a career-
high 21 points for the 
Knights while senior 
A l ly Wol f f is had 10 
points and senior Kelsey 
Irwin chipped in with 9 
points.

In their second game 
of  t he  tou r n a me nt , 
the Knights were un-
able to overcome No. 
7 Wisconsin-Stevens 
Point and lost 84-63.

“ We d id n’ t  come 
out nearly as strong for 
the Wisconsin-Stevens 
Point game as we did 
for  t he  St .  T homa s 
game,” says Verkaik. 
“We didn’t play as good 
defense as the first game. 
But this game definitely 
showed us what we need 
to work on as a team this 
year.”

Wisconsin-Stevens 
Point held a solid 45-
25 lead at halftime and 
were able to maintain a 
healthy lead throughout 
the rest of the second 
half.

Senior Logan Marsh 
wa s  t he  on ly  o t he r 
Calvin player to reach 
double-digits in scoring 
as she put up 11 points, 
including three triples.

“I’m sure we will be 
able to pull it together 
and play well next week 
when we get back,” says 
Verkaik.

T he K n ig ht s  play 
again on Dec. 5 at 7:30 
p.m. at Alma.

 BY MITCH BLANKESPOOR
Staff Writer

The Calvin men’s basketball 
team faced NAIA foes Cornerstone 
University and Aquinas College 
over Thanksgiving break in the 
Grand Rapids Hall of Fame 
Classic hosted by Hope College. 
The Knights defeated Aquinas 
58-55 on Friday and Cornerstone 
70-65 on Saturday.

The Saints from Aquinas start-
ed off hot and took an 8-2 lead 
in the first five minutes. Calvin 
countered with a 9-2 run of its 
own, capped of by a jumper from 
senior forward Tom Snikkers to 
give Calvin its first lead, 11-10. 

Two f ield goals each from 
junior center Tyler Kruis and 
sophomore guard Jordan Brink 
helped give Calvin a 27-21 lead 
at halftime. 

Kruis and Brink led Calvin at 
the half with eight and six points 
respectively. Freshman Zach 
Van Beek led Aquinas with five 
points. 

Similar to the first half, the 
Saints started the second half on 
a 14-8 run to tie the game at 35-35. 
Calvin responded with an 8-0 run 
of its own. 

A clutch sophomore Tyler 
Dykstra three-pointer extended 
the Calvin lead to 58-50 with 1:43 
remaining, but Aquinas battled 
back and cut the deficit to three 

with 0:44 left in the game. The 
Saints secured a rebound with six 
seconds remaining and called a 
timeout. Calvin then fouled and 
put Aquinas freshman Brandon 
Walker at the line with 1.5 sec-
onds left. Walker missed the first 
free throw attempt but teammate 
and fellow freshmen Joe Ferrici 
grabbed the rebound. Ferrici then 
missed a desperation field goal 
attempt as time ran out.

Calvin head coach Kevin 
Vande Streek said his Knights 
fought just enough to pull out 
a win.

“This game was a gr ind,” 
Vande Streek said Friday night 
af ter the victory. “The style 
Aquinas plays forces teams into 
bad shots. We were lucky to come 
out on top.”

Calvin was led by Kruis, Brink 
and Snikkers who scored 13, 11 
and 10 points respectively.

In the matchup against the 
Cornerstone Golden Eagles, 
Calvin started the first half on 
fire from the field. The Knights 
hit six of their first seven shots, 
two coming from Snikkers. This 
propelled Calvin to a 13-7 just 
three minutes into the contest. 

After the hot start, both teams 
went cold from the floor. A jump-
er from Cornerstone sophomore 
Justin Pepper broke the drought. 
The Golden Eagles took their first 
lead at the 10:34 mark on a layup 
from sophomore Ty Mason.

Calvin countered with field 
goals from senior guard Bryan 
Powell and senior Matt De Boer 
, giving the Knights a 22-20 lead. 
Consecutive three pointers from 
sophomore Tyler Dykstra and 
Powell spurred an 11-3 run for 
Calvin, giving the Knights a 
double-digit lead, 33-23. 

Calvin took a 39-33 lead into 
half time. Powell sparked the 
Knights coming off the bench 
with 13 points hitting f ive of 
seven first half field goals. Senior 
David Rietema had eight points 
and four assists in 20 minutes of 
play.

Vande Streek told his team 
they needed a better effort in the 
second half.

“I thought we started out with 
enough intensity and toughness,” 
said Vande Streek after the match. 
“We did not carry that through-
out the first half.”

Cornerstone cut Calvin’s lead 
to two points at the 11:04 mark 
of the second half with a 25-
foot three pointer from junior 
Wes Hudson. Two consecutive 
buckets from Snikkers pushed 
the Knight’s lead back to seven. 
Another Hudson layup with 17 
seconds left in regulation cut 
Calvin’s lead to one, 66-65, but 
two free throws from Brink fol-
lowed by a steal from Rietema 
sealed Calvin’s victory.

With its win over Cornerstone, 
Calvin won the Grand Rapids 

Hall of Fame Classic for the fifth 
time since joining the tournament 
back in 1998. 

Brink, who was named tour-
nament M V P, 
led the Knights 
with 14 points in-
cluding a perfect 
eight for eight 
f rom t he  f ree 
throw line. 

“I think I can 
spea k for  ou r 
whole team in 
saying we want-
ed this game,” 
Brink said after 
the match. “This 
was ou r  mos t 
complete game 
as a team so far 
this season.”

Snikkers, who 
joined Brink on 
the al l-tourna-
ment team, chipped in 13 points. 
Powell had 13 points including 
three of four beyond the three-
point arc.

Vande Streek, who last coached 
Calvin to victory in the Grand 
Rapids Hall of Fame Classic in 
2010, said his team took the clas-
sic very seriously.

“Even though this tournament 
is a classic, we treated this as 
the ‘championship’ game,” said 
Vande Streek. “Cornerstone is a 
good team, and good teams will 
punish you for your mistakes. 

They made their run, but we kept 
our intensity up even though the 
game was close.”

Mason and Hudson led the 
Golden Eagles with 
20 and 16 points re-
spectively in defeat. 

Former Calvin 
basketball standout 
and current men’s 
athletic director Dr. 
Jim Timmer Jr. said 
this current Calvin 
team has a chance 
to be special.

“This win is an 
exciting start to the 
season,” Timmer 
said. “The student-
athletes are getting 
along well and shar-
ing the ball. If they 
keep working hard, 
it could be a really 
exciting winter.”

Calvin defeated Manchester 
University 87-63 on Tuesday 
night. Powell led the Knights with 
13 points. Sophomore Dan Stout 
had a career-high nine points off 
the bench.

C a l v i n  i s  n o w  6 - 0  f o r 
the f irst time since the 1999-
20 0 0 season.  T he K n ig ht s 
wi l l t ravel to Wheaton, I l l. 
this weekend for the annual 
CCIW-MIAA Classic. Calvin 
will play host Wheaton on Friday 
at 9:00 p.m. and Carthage at 2:00 
p.m. on Saturday.

Volleyball is runner-up

Senior Carissa Verkaik passed Lisa Winkle on Calvin’s women’s 
basketball all time scoring list.  Winkle’s record was 1,721 and Verkaik 
was only 26 points behind that before the season started.  Verkaik 
broke the record in the second game of the season.

CALVIN.EDU

Men’s basketball is 6-0 this season; Snikkers moving up the scoring list

CALVIN.EDU

Tom Snikkers was named 
to the all tournament team 
over Thanksgiving break.
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c a m p u s  s a f e t y  r e p o rt
11/21/2012
Campus safety was notified of an attempt to fraudulently obtain tickets for 
international air travel through the misuse of employee identification and 
the subsequent request for tickets though the college travel agency.  Cam-
pus safety is working to identify the source of the fraudulent request. 

11/22/2012
Campus safety was contacted by the Kentwood Police Department, who 
advised campus safety that they had recovered three bicycles from Center-
pointe Mall, all of which had Calvin College bike permits.  The bikes were 
turned over to a campus safety officer, and the owners of the bicycles were 
notified of the recovery and instructed to contact campus safety to get their 
bicycles back.
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11“ ”
I practiced for hours upon hours on my neighbors’ driveways, 
shooting baskets, dreaming of a day when girls sports mattered.

Nancy Meyer, “Title IX”

From 
the

  Editor

BY NANCY L. MEYER
Director of Women’s Athletics

Title IX, the mandate that 
requires equal educational and 
athletic opportunity at federally 
funded educational institutions, 
became law when I was a high 
school athlete. Unfortunately 
for me and my teammates, the 
new law did little to enhance 
our experience or opportunities. 
My teammates and I loved the 
sports we played as much as any 
athlete does today, but we were 
under no illusion that our play 
mattered as much as that of our 
male classmates. Varsity girls 
teams practiced two to three 
times a week, usually after the 
freshmen boys were finished; we 
drove ourselves to away games 
and wore uniforms that would 
make today’s athletes scratch and 
cringe. Our coaches knew little 
about training female athletes or 
game strategy; we played before 
crowds that barely made it into 
double-digits, most of them our 
parents. My parents, like most 
of their generation, attended the 
boys’ games as faithfully as they 
attended mine, even though they 
had no son on the team. I prac-
ticed for hours upon hours on my 
neighbors’ driveways, shooting 
baskets, dreaming of a day when 
girls sports mattered.

So when I looked around on 
Nov. 17 in the DeVos Fieldhouse 
on Hope College’s campus and 
saw nearly 3600 fans cheer-
ing wildly for a women’s ath-
letic event, I did so with tears 
in my eyes. Calvin College’s 
wo m e n’s  vo l l e y b a l l  t e a m 
captured the imagination of a 
campus, a community, a region. 
Billboards along the freeway to 
Holland promoted the event and 
Calvin’s team. Fans who had 
never attended a single volleyball 
match this season, or perhaps 
ever, came out in droves to watch 
the Knights’ battle against their 
foes for three straight nights.  
The black-clad Knight Nation 
student section filled the arena 
with raucous cheering, aiding 
a national attendance record 

for an NCAA D-III women’s 
volleyball championship game 
hosted at Hope. More people 
came to watch a Calvin women’s 
sporting event than any time in 
its history, even more than 1986 
when Calvin played at home in 
the Final Four for NCAA D-III 
Women’s Volleyball. Back then 
a packed gym of curious specta-
tors watched a young freshman, 
Amber Blankespoor (now Coach 
Amber Warners), lead her team in 
an epic battle against a powerful 
UCSD team in the championship 
match. We lost in 5 sets.

Title IX is 40 years old this 
year. Its impact over time has 
been tremendous, so much so that 
today’s female athletes know little 
of the open discrimination that so 
many of us aging female athletes 
experienced. Thanks to Title IX 
and the sweat and tears of many 
former athletes, coaches, and 
administrators, both male and 
female, today’s female athletes 
don’t have to know.

Perhaps it’s the nature of the 
game of volleyball that brings out 
the fans. Perhaps. But I’d like to 
think that today’s fans recognize 
and appreciate the high degree 
of athleticism, power and sheer 
drive to win exhibited by both 
teams that was witnessed this past 
weekend. And even more compel-
ling, the matches were battles of 
will, of wild swings in momen-
tum, of passion and drama and 
maximum effort – all the ingredi-
ents that make for a fantastic fan 
experience. We Calvin fans wish 
that the outcome of the match had 
been different, but I will always to 
be grateful to Calvin’s volleyball 
team and Calvin’s Knight Nation 
cheer section for their interest and 
commitment to women’s athlet-
ics. The team went on a great 
journey this season and many 
of us were blessed by watching 
them play the game they love, 
the women’s game that so many 
fans have now come to love. And 
I will be eternally grateful to our 
student cheering section for their 
impassioned chants and roars of 
support and unconditional love 
for our female athletes, win or 
lose.

We have come a long way, baby.

BY NICK KEELEY
Staff Writer

Picture this. You’re sitting in 
a room with your friends. An air 
of anticipation and excitement 
percolates throughout the packed 
room. You’re talking with your 
friends about your rough day of 
homework and your desperate 
need for an escape. Suddenly, 
a booming sound reverberates 
around the room. You turn to 
face the front of the room with a 
beaming smile across your face. 
For the next few hours, all of your 
troubles will be washed away.

Isn’t it  g reat to be at the 
movies?

For a large part of the coun-
try, myself included, going to 
the movies is a favorite activity. 
There’s nothing quite like watch-
ing a story unfold on the big 
screen. Whether it’s a high-oc-
tane action thriller like “Skyfall” 
or an intimate and dramatic 
character study like “Flight,” 
a t r ip to the movies t rans -
ports the moviegoer to another 
world — a world of excitement 
and wonder.

So why do we go to the movies? 
Sure, the desire to see the newest 
movie featuring your favorite 
actor is a driving force of the 
American filmgoing culture. So is 
the innate need to continue the ad-
ventures of characters like James 
Bond or Batman. Hollywood’s 
love of sequels and A-list celebri-
ties aside, what drives people to 
keep coming back to the movies 
week after week?

I think part of the equation is 
the nostalgic feeling that movies 
possess. In the late 1940s and 
early 1950s, audiences of all ages 
packed theaters in droves. In 
today’s age, a trip to the movies 
is a common way for teenagers 
and college students to pass the 
time. As popular as movies are 
among our nation’s youth, older 
moviegoers still regularly catch 
a f ilm in theaters. The allure 
of going to the movies never 
really dies.

I know that for me, the nostal-
gia factor is part of the excitement 
of going to the movies. Some of 
the most vivid memories of my 
childhood are revolved around 
the movies. OK, so running out 
of “The Lion King” at age three 
because it was too loud isn’t the 
best reflection of my love for the 
movies. But to this day I still 
look back at that memory with 
warmth, seeing it as the begin-
ning of my journey with film. It’s 
a journey that has taken me to 
worlds both vast and small, fun 
and sad, thrilling and comical 
— a journey that I wouldn’t have 
missed for the world.

In recent years, the nostalgia 
factor has even become part of 
the movies themselves. One of 
the top films at the box office 
recently was Disney’s “Wreck-It 
Ralph.” A story about an arcade 
video game villain longing to be 
good, “Wreck-It Ralph” is rife 
with nostalgia for the early days 
of video gaming, a time where 
going to the arcade was as favorite 
an activity as going to the movies 
is. Well-received by critics and au-
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Title IX has impact

Movies in theaters still have value

“I’ve been thinking about 
seeing,” writes Annie Dillard, 
renowned essayist, novelist, 
poet, and nature enthusiast.  
Her ruminations on seeing are 
largely focused on observing 
the natural world around us.

“I’m always on the lookout 
for antlion traps in sandy soil, 
monarch pupae near milk-
weed, skipper larvae in locust 
leaves,” she writes. Dillard 
documents her efforts toward 
really looking at the world 
around her, from observing 
huge things like the Milky 
Way, to tiny things like amoe-
bae in a drop of pond water. 
“It’s all a matter of keeping my 
eyes open,” she says.

Thanks to Annie, I have also 
been thinking about seeing. 
The season is changing, and 
I’m looking forward to seeing 
things in the snow. Footprints 
(or paw prints), frost patterns, 
the fog of breath in the air — 
it’s all so often overlooked.

You should see, too. When 
you’ve f inished the papers, 

presented the group projects 
and taken the exams, you’ll be 
free for a month. Look around 
you. Observe the grey hairs 
creeping into your dog’s fur. 
Notice the way light enters the 
windows of your room.

Yes, yes, you say. We’ve 
heard this all before. We should 
learn to slow down and appre-
ciate the unrecognized beauty 
of the everyday object.

So why don’t you try seeing 
something new? Something 
not “visible” in the strictest 
sense of the word.

See people’s good inten-
tions. See relationships. See 
humor. See beyond the awk-
wardness to the abiding loyalty 
of families. See love.

It will take a little doing. 
You’ll have to set aside your 
cynical, post-modern, ironic, 
20-something sensibilities and 
have a little faith in the good-
ness of people. You’ll have 
to look past advertising and 
passive-aggressive comments 
and the pair of socks you got 
but didn’t need for Christmas.

These things tend to be fleet-
ing, quick smiles or curiously 
thoughtful offhand comments. 
Be ready, and you just might be 
surprised.

It’s all a matter of keeping 
your eyes open.

~ajz

diences alike, “Wreck-It Ralph” 
is a strong illustration of a love 
letter to entertainment.

“Wreck-It Ralph” isn’t the 
only successful film that’s rife 
with nostalgia. 2010 saw Disney 
and Pixar’s “Toy Story 3” tackle 
the theme of growing up, which 
was fully realized by the power-
ful scene of Andy playing with 
his beloved childhood toys one 
last time. 2011’s “Hugo” was a 
love letter to the dawn of film-
making, telling the story of an 
orphan who makes a discovery 
that helps reignite the soul of 
one of film’s greatest pioneers, 
Georges Melies. “Toy Story 3” 
and “Hugo” are both excellent ex-
ercises in the power of friendship 
and movies — a power that hits 
at what it means to be nostalgic.

While nostalgia is a big part 
of moviegoing, perhaps the big-
gest reason to go to the movies 
is to make an escape. As I noted 
earlier, a trip to the movies is 
the perfect way to cast annoy-
ances and troubles to the side. In 
a distinct way, movies possess a 
healing power and capability to 
relieve bad moods in the blink 
of an eye.

Now I know it’s very senti-
mental and sappy to write about 
movies like this. But what can I 
say? Nothing makes me happier 
or puts a smile on my face quicker 
than watching a good movie.

So the next time you’re left 
wondering what to do or are 
in need of way to let off some 
steam, take a t r ip to a the-
ater and catch a movie on the 
big screen.
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