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Project Title: The Myth of Moral Fictionalism

Terence Cuneo
Philosophy Department

l. Description of project

Moral fictionalismis the view that moral claims are not strictly speaking true. Rather, they are only true
(or false) in the fiction of morality, much in the way that claims about Sherlock Holmes are true or false
only in the fiction about Holmes created by Sir Arthur @oiDoyle. Although neglected by philosophers

for many years, this view about morality has recently received extended and vigorous defenses. Among
other things, its defenders claim that we have excellent pragmatic reasons to treat morality as a useful
fiction, even if its claims are strictly speaking false. The argument of this essay is that these defenses of
moral fictionalism fail.

Why do these defenses fail? Primarily, for the following reason: If an agent engages in a fiction, then
she willtend to disavow that fiction when in critical contexts such as the philosophy seminar room (or in
practical situations in which propounding the fiction is highly disadvantageous). For example, when
playing with my children, | can engage in the fictiosated by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle by making
various claims about Sherlock Holmes. | can say such things as "Holmes lived on Baker Street." But if
you pressed me by asking: "Do you really believe that Holmes lived on Baker Street?" | would say | do
not. Iwould back off the claim.

Suppose we understand moral fictionalism to be a thesis about what ordinary agents intend to say
when engaging in moral discourse, as Mark Kalderon does in his recer¥ibaaiFictionalism If this
view is correct, whenrgyaging in ordinary moral discourse, people are projecting moral fictions. Itis a
striking fact, however, that most philosophers and ordinary people do not back off their moral claims in
highly critical contexts, maintaining that morality is pretenceogdbe regularly die for what they believe
is right. That is excellent evidence that fictionalism cannot be an accurate account of how actual moral
discourse works.

Suppose, by contrast, we understand moral fictionalism to be a thesis not aboudrabdisnourse
actually works, but how it ought to work, once we transform it. This position, defended by Richard Joyce
in The Myth of Morality has at least the following difficulty: We cannot induct children into the moral
life by teaching them to becfionalists. To gain the practical benefits of morality, we have to present
morality to children as if it were true. But if that's right, it is difficult to see how we could really
transform ordinary moral discourse in the way Joyce envisions. Gigexcthal convictions of ordinary
agents, the probability of converting them at the "age of accountability” into fictionalists seems dim. For
one thing, many will have religious convictions that will interfere with any such attempted conversion.

If this is right, moral fictionalism offers neither a plausible view of ordinary moral discourse nor a
plausible proposal about how we could transform it.

Il. Detailed description of student contribution

| envision this project to be a fully collaboratieffort in which a student and I-emithor an essay that is
a critiqgue of moral fictionalism. More specifically, the goal of this project is twofold: first, to produce a
paper that the student and/or | can present at a professional philosophy cordrteseeond, to submit
it to a quality philosophy journal for publication. In effect, this will involve producing two papers: a
short version intended to be presented at conferences and a long version intended for publication.

I do not think | can gantify the relative amount of time dedicated to each stage of this project. But at
least the following will have to take place.

First, the student should have read Kalderblosal FictionalismandJoyce's The Myth of Morality
(It would be good thave read Joycetsvolution of Moralityas well.) Ideally, he or she will have done
so already and thought about their claims carefully.



Second, together we construct a very detailed outline of our essay, taking into account the secondary
literature that exists. (There isn't much yet.) This is a crucial part of the process, as the "road map" of the
paper should be clearly before us when this is finished.

Third, the bulk of our time will be spent writing the essay together. | will havstuldent write a
first draft of the essay. | will then implement revisions. If past experiences in which | have coauthored
pieces are any guide, this will involve producing at least five different drafts of the essay. | envision this
process continuingdf a month and a half.

Fourth, when satisfied that we have a good working draft, we will then send the essay to at least three
other professional philosophers, soliciting comments. Once these comments are received, we will revise
the paper once aga

Fifth, we will submit a shorter version of the paper to philosophy conferences and, later, a longer
version to a philosophy journal.

Let me add to this a final point: This past fall, | taught an independent study on moral fictionalism,
which was designed for two excellent philosophy undergraduates. We met every other week, with the
students providing detailed outlines of and questions concerning the books by Kalderon and Joyce. | see
this project as an extension of the work that was doftf@s context, some of which | believe deserves a
wider audience.

[ll. Student qualifications

The qualifications that a student would need are these: Ideally, he or she would be someone who has
already read the literature on moral fictionaliamd thought carefully about it. He or she should have
very good writing and analytical skills. Finally, he or she should be mature enough to work closely with a
mentor, implement suggestions, and meet deadlines.

If all goes well, the experiencelibe very fruitful for the student. The student will have not only had
the chance to interact extensively with a faculty member producing a work of philosophy, but also have
had the opportunity to learn fireand how a professional philosophy papewiigten and presented in
public settings.

IV. Plans for dissemination

As already intimated, the goal of this project is twofold: first, to produce a paper that the student and/or |
can present at a professional philosophy conference and, secondnibitsigba quality philosophy
journal. As far as oral presentations go, we would ideally like to submit the paper for inclusion at a
session at the American Philosophical Association regional meeting in Chicago. There are other regional
venues such aké Northwestern Conference on Ethics and the Madison Workshop on Metaethics to
which we could also submit the paper. At minimum, the student should present the paper at the Calvin
philosophy symposium, which is primarily for undergraduates. Additignatiywould be on the
lookout for other venues, such as undergraduate philosophy conferences, where the paper could be
presented.

As far as publication goes, our first choice would be to submit it to a quality philosophy journal such
asPhilosophicé Studiesor Moral Thought and Ethical Practice



Projecttitte: A Do You Hear What | Hear ?0

David Fuentes
Music Department

Unlike literary criticism, there are no theories or methodologies for music criticism. Music critics write
pretty much Aby the seats of their pants. o The pr
looking for similarities and differences language, objectives, and techniques. Some questions will

include: What does a general audience really need to know about a musical work, and what are the most
effective ways to convey this? What advantages (and disadvantages?) do musical training and

performance experience afford music critics? What are some common pitfalls? The duties of the student
researcher be as follows: 1) help develop a plan for which styles of music to focus on, identify prominent
critics for those styles, and find written (argfipaps audio) examples of their criticism; 2) find audio

examples of the music under review; 3) help estimate the effectiveness of various techniques found in the
reviews.

1. A general description of the proposed project

The research | will undertakewwih a st udent s assistance during th
met hods of music criticism and their effectivene

What | Hear 2?0, which t o epohseredwbrkrg graup,yearlandgy i nvol v
faculty-studentstaf-community listening group, a 2007 McGregor research project on issues related
to |listening to music, a journal article about t

presentation at the 2008 FaithandWntg conf erence on AWriting Effec:
(forthcoming). An eventual outcome of the research will be a bagared toward a general
audience, but also useful as a resource book for college courses.

This project is necessary for two main @as First, little to nothing exists that puts forth possible

objectives and guidelines for music criticism. The problem is that both public and professional

expectations are low that practically anything can and does pass for a music review. Typical

appr@ches include professional jargon, overblown g
personality, marketing ploys that consist of little more than stylistic summaries, a tendency toward
ibeauty contestso or Afamtclewkesd (iant tae mpmtrd itcalliad
performance), and the séthportant snarky dismissals of dine web zines and personal blogs. At the

same time, a number of critics have earned high
articulating what e find valuable, helpful. We just know that we like reading what they have to say.

Second, my larger project focuses on how people talk about music to each other, and music reviews
are a primary arena for musical discussion. Critics are considered dapesitsumption whose merits

| hope to investigate), and many of us model our evaluations of musical experiences after theirs (for
example, comments during the intermission of a concert, observations about a new CD purchase, and
the like). This project willnvolve critiquing the critics.

2. The contribution a student would make to the proposed research project
As music criticism covers an enormously wide spectrum of musical styles and is presented in a great
many forms and venues, one of the chief wthags the student can help is to locate and read through
examples that may qualify as typical in each different category. The student will take note of patterns
and tendencies he or she firidislentifying the sorts of things that are talked about andatked
about. Here, material gathered and developed last summer will be of great help. In particular, we
worked from a list of twelve issues that cover the entire gamut of things one might refer to when



talking about a piece of music. This summer, we vgé that list to see which of these issues critics
engage, and how.
A lot of the work will involve making comparisons between things that might not readily present
comparable aspects. For example, how might specific style references compare with nrare gene
references to an era or geographic region? Although the student and faculty supervisor will need to
weigh and discuss such matters at length, the student should expect that his or her readings of the
reviews will exert a great deal of influence in sdittussions (rather than expecting to defer to the
experience of the professor).
An important key to the success of this project will involve organizing the material. Here, the
student will need to be able to offer his or her own ideas and be willengpiare a bit of tedium to
make sure that the professorbés expectations are
e background research on effective criticism (in music and various fields) 10%
e identifying various types of available music reviews, and finding written (and perhap}¥ audio
examples: 10%

¢ reading the reviews, listening to the music in question, and providing a written critique of the
reviews (this will include finding some background information about the critics themselves):
30%

¢ developing a method for estimating the effemtess of various techniques found in the
reviews: 25%

e organizing and writing about the findings: 25%

e as the professor will be talking to the student researcher about all aspects of the work listed

above, no additional time has been factored in for mgetin

. The essential and desirable qualifications of the student assistant
essential:
e interest in thinking about musical performance and the place of music in our culture
e intuitive and thorough at research
e excellent writing and editing skills
e aknack for organization
desirable
e Dbroad familiarity with and knowledge of musical styles
e some understanding of literary and/or film criticism
e outgoing conversationalist

. A description of the prospects or plans for publication or other public dissemirt#on of project
results, and the role of the student therein.

Since last summer, | have spent some time organizing and responding to the work the McGregor

student compiled. Two chapters are started. Some of the material has been of use in2682007
faculty-studentstaffFcommunity listening group, in which my McGregor assistant for 2007 has taken
part. As for the proposed project for criticism
be cited in the eventual book | am writing. It is harddrecast what other sorts of articles might arise

along the way, but it is certainly feasible that we may end up with something very much like an article

by the end of the summer. | would encourage the student to use the research for his or her own means

in the future, provided that it doesndt duplicat
researcher might like to do a piece on music reviews in student newspapers, or of online reviewing
practices, neither of which would overlap significantlyhwity project.

. A description of where the student will make a formal presentation of research results

Our music department is quite interested in issues related to writing about music. Most likely, the

student could present his or her findings from thersmer 6 s research. (l ast year
will do this during the 2008 spring term.) Student Life would be an additional avenue for the student to
present his or her findings about music criticis
contnm!l 'y | ooking for new ways to i mprove students



Project Title: Stroke survivorsa®o
communities

Peggy J. Goetz
Associate Professor of Communication Arts and Sciences

General Description of Research Project

This project examines the attitudes of stroke survivors andctreigivers toward their churcbmmunities.

The study will be based on sestiuctured interviews given to fifteen stroke survivors and their caregivers.
The interviews will be transcribed, coded and analyzed for major themes and narratives.

These interviews will be analyzed from a disabilities studies framework, a framework that focuses on the
social and political significance of disability as opposee@terring to it primarily as a medical category

(Linton, 1998). Christian traditions have been criticized by disability studies scholars for, on the one hand,
blaming people with disabilities for their sin or lack of faith, and on the other hand, rhismngip as a

spiritual superheroes whose role is to teach the church how to respond to suffering (Eiesland, 1994; Mairs,
1996). Stroke survivors with communication impairments can give us a window into the ways in which
church communities both represerdga types of attitudes and work against them to include disabled
members in their worship and community life. The themes and concerns that are found in these interviews
will be used to compose a survey to continue research on this topic with a brogullepsgulation.

The participant population will be 15 adults who have had strokes and whose communication has been
impaired in some way as a result of their stroke. The stroke survivor and their caregiver will be interviewed
together since some strokeduors will have limited language with which to express themselves. The most
cases, their caregivers will be their spouses or another member of the family. They will be recruited through
the speech pathology cl i ni portgroup & MdrywiesnBedReldabilitatioa st r o
Hospital. The participants will be interviewed in their own home or another site that is convenient for them.
The interviewer will use the attached instrument of four scaled questions and eigahdedmuestins and
audio/videotape the interview, which should last about 45 minutes to 1 hour. The audio/videotape will then
be transcribed for analysis. The scaled questions will be coded and scored for a number that quantifies
involvement in religious activitiesThe operended questions will be analyzed by a meaning condensation
technique, which condenses the meanings of the interviewees into shorter formulations and focuses on
repeating themes. Any narratives which are told in response to these questioasmallyzed by a

narrative structuring technique which details how the temporal and social organization of a narrative brings
out is meaning. Two readers will read through the interviews separately and then meet together to discuss
their coding of the tames and narratives. The results will be presented at a national conference, such as the
Society for Disability Studies.

Student Contribution

During the 2008 Spring semester, the interviews will be initiated. Transcribing of these
audio/videotapes wilalso begin.

During the summer of 2008, the McGregor Fellow student would conduct two interviews and
finish any remaining transcription work with me. We will then work together to code and

analyze the transcripts. This coding entails reading the tratssergividually and identifying

themes that occur as well as writing abridgements of the transcripts that briefly formulate the
meaning expressed. We would also analyze any narratives to focus on their temporal and social
structure. Using two independertders aids in the validation of our interpretations of these
interviews. Our results are then compared to insure that the method of coding is reliable and
consistent. Consequently, this project would be an excellent one for a student to learn the



collaboration methods used in qualitative research, and a McGregor Fellow student would
provide me with the colleague | need to validate my interpretations and coding of these
interviews.

The student would then assist me in writing up a paper/poster to batpreaethe conference
during the following school year.

| propose the following timeline:

Week 1: Read relevant literature on communication disorders of stroke survivors (apraxia,
aphasia, and dysarthria) and disabilities studies. Read relevant lgevatqualitative research
methods focused on sestructured interviews. Receive training in giving interviews and
practice with norparticipants in the project. Accompany me on two interviews to observe how
they are done. Begin transcribing any auvdd#otapes which are not yet transcribed.

Weeks 23: Continue reading disability studies literature. Conduct two interviews as the main
interviewer and begin transcribing these interviews. Begin reading interviews separately to
condense the meaningsplofor themes, and analyze the narratives.

Weeks 45:; Continue transcribing. Meet with me to discuss our analyses of the transcripts.
Week 6: Continue meeting to discuss our analyses of the transcripts.

Weeks 79: Write up the results as a papesfer to be submitted at a national conference.

Essential Student Qualifications

1. Excellent organizational skills

2. Good writing skills

3. Ability to use computer software and willingness to learn the use of interview coding software
4. Willingness to express opinions about coding and thematic choices

5. Library research skills

Desirable Student Qualifications
1. Familiarity with linguistidranscripts (gained from taking ENGL 334 or CAS/EDU 311)
2. Speech Pathology or Psychologyjona

Plans for Publication of Project Results

| plan to submit the results of this research, with the studentastlkor, to a national

conference, such as the Society of Disability Studies or The Centre for Spirituality and Health
annual conferences/symsium.

Studentdéds Formal Presentation
In addition to this presentation at a national conference, the student should make a presentation of
the results in our departmental research presentation meetings.

References

Eiesland, N. (1994). The disabled Gotbward a liberatory theology of disability. Nashville:
Abingdon Press.

Linton, S. (1998). Claiming disability: Knowledge and identity. New York: New York University
Press.

Mairs, N. (1996). Waishigh in the worlds. Boston: Beacon Press.



Project Title: Helping Latin American Protestants tell their own
story: a translation project

Daniel R. Miller
History Department

1. Project Description:

| am proposing to translate a book by a Latin American scholar on the history of Methodistsdo Mex
from Spanish into English. This is the third of three Spalsisguage books that | have selected to be
translated into English and published in the United States. The first two are already translated, including
one done with the aid of a McGregor SkendBen Post) in the summer of 2007. Following is a brief
description of the author and the book | have selected for translation:

Rubén Ruiz Guerrdlombres Nuevos: Metodism y Modernizacién en México ¢1838)(México, D.F.:
Centro de Comunicacion Cutal, CUPSA, 1992)
Rubén Ruiz Guerra is professor of History at the Autonomous National University of Mexico (UNAM)
and he has served as Director of Archives and History for the Methodist Church of Mexico. Currently he
is a member of the Comisidn de Eshslde Historia de la Iglesia en América Latina (Committee for
Historicial Studies of the Church in Latin America); he is in charge of the section on Protestantism in
Mexico. Prof Ruiz Guerrads book combi neosvithahe i nsi d
analytical skills and the critical eye of a professional historian. The book shows how this particular branch
of the Protestant tradition which emerged in Britain and North American remained faithful to its original
vision over the course of ady a century even as it adapted itself to the Latin American context.

2. Description of the contribution to be made by a student researcher:

The student will read and discuss with me a brief text and some articles about the history of Mexico to
acquain them with major events, terms, and names that may appear in the translation. (25 hours)

The student will also read and discuss with me several brief texts and articles dealing with the art of
translation. (25 hours)

Under my supervision, the student vilepare a preliminary English translation of the bboknbres
Nuevos (200 hours)

The student will do library research on names and terms mentioned in the book that | judge to merit
annotations. The student may also engage in some incidental tasks soirlesgsonding with the author

to clarify points of interpretation. (75 hours)

The student will prepare an outline of a talk to present to the History Department at a colloquium during
the following academic year. We will discuss the outline. (25 hours)

3. Essential and desirable qualifications of a student researcher:

a. The student must be fluent in Spanish. The ideal candidate would be a native speaker who is familiar
with Spanish as it is spoken and written in Mexico.

b. The student must be fluentNorth American English. The ideal candidate would be an excellent
writer with a broad vocabulary and a strong grasp of English grammar.

c. The student must be a competent researcher and able to make effective use of the resources of the
Hekman Library.



4. Plans for publication:

I have received preliminary indications from the author that he is eager to have his work translated into

English and published in the United States. The McGregor fellow will receive full recognition for their
work in any pubcation that results from this project.

5. Student presentation:

The McGregor fellow will present a summary of what he/she has learned in the course of the project at an

honors colloquium to be hosted by the History Department in the 2007/2008 acgeamic

Project Title: Subdivided By Faith? Anti-Urban Bias, Geographical
Habits, and Theological Influences

Mark T. Mulder, Sociology and
James K.A. Smith, Philosophy

1) Project description

In their landmark studyDivided byFaith, Michael Emerson and Christian Smith articulated the ways in
which evangelical spirituality and practice actually contributed to the racialization and segregation of
Americanculturét he very antithesis of the gvenynbatione of
tribe, peopl e an‘dWelaralaupahingpedreldteRand suppl@medtary) initiative that

will consider how evangelicals tend to exhibit an-ambian bias that contributes to a negative view of

urban life and contributes tbe growth of suburban and exurban social arrangements. (And like the case

studied by Emerson and Smith, here evangelical sensibilities seem to be in contrast to the biblical
eschatological hope that locates redemptionditygRev. 21:2].) We believéhat such an antirban

bias accords neither with an integral Christian theoretical framework, nor with the findings of social
researcBh which increasingly points to the corrosive effects of the suburbanization of American

populations, and also indicateg thnique possibilities for community in urban settings. In particular, we

t

he

plan to examine whether urban soci al arrangements

the unique social capital yielded by urban geographies.

To this point, thetsidy has primarily consisted of analysis of setnuctured interviews of individuals
from various denominations and locations. The student researcher would be involved in follow up

interviews and analysis. To add nuance to our findings, we are alsoipgeanother line of research

1Michael O. Emerson and Christian Smith, Divided by Faith: Evangelical Religion and the
Problem of Race in America (Oxford University Press, 2000).



within the larger project that seeks to better understand evangelical attitudes toward urban areas by
analyzing literature written by evangelical authors about cities and suburbs. The student fellow would be
involved in idenifying relevant literature and offering analysis. Finally, we are interested in mapping the
location of congregations in urban/suburban areas. The student researcher will be involved in this process
through both data entry and analysis.

2) Student contribution
A studentds contribution to the project would be
devoted to acquainting her/himself with the project and similar sources (10%). This would include pieces
already written based on collected daal the literature within which this study is situated. In effect, the

student researcher will be involvédn varying degreeg with three aspects of the summer research.

The first aspect would involve content analysis of books written by evangalitedrs that specifically

focus on the city or urban contexts. The first step would be to begin identifying the books to be examined

and setting parameters. This would include discussions with the principal investigators about definitions

of Aevlamgaend ctahe type of I|literature that interest:
established, the student researcher will begin to acquire (through purchase or library loan) the relevant

books. Once acquired the student researcher willcegainnotated bibliography (50%).

The second aspect would involve follow up interviews and analysis. By May 2008 the project will have a
database of over 200 interviews. The student researcher will be involved in coding and analyzing these
interview tanscripts. Thereafter, she/he will conduct a series of fallpwterviews. After training for
interviewing (if necessary), the student fellow would be involved in scheduling, performing, transcribing,

coding, and analyzing the folleup interviews (20%

A third and final aspect of the summer study would entail a longitudinal snapshot of congregations in
Kent County. In other words, we are interested in plotting the locations of certain denominations of
churches in the greater Grand Rapids metropoéitaa over time. The student fellow would be involved
in data entry and analysis (20%).

3) Student qualifications:
a. Conscientious
Careful
Good writer
Some familiarity with social science methods

Interest in cities

-~ 0o 2 0o T

Interest in communities



g. Typing skills
h. Analytical skills
i. Experience with literature reviews

j. Personable (for phone calls and interviews)

4) Public dissemination
Targets for publishing would includdrban Studies, City and Communiand theJournal of Urban
Affairs.

5) Formal presentations
Potentid conferences in which the student could participate in the presentation of the findings include the
Michigan Sociological Association, Eastern Sociological Association, and the Society for the Scientific
Study of Religion. Moreover, the Department of iSlmgy and Social Work would be interested in
hosting a formal presentation of the paper.

Project Title: The First English Translation of the Whole of the
Tractatus Psalmorum of Hilary of Poitiers

David C. Noe
Classics Department

1. A generaldescription of the proposed research project

This project involves preparing an original translation offitectatus Psalmorupror Commentary on the

Psalms of Hilary of Poitiers (ca. 300 367). The whole of this work has never been translated into

English, and the completed project will be submitted toltibeary of Early Christianity(LEC) for
publication. The selected student would contribut
preparing bibliographies for inclusionintheworkiedi ng Pr of . Noeds transl atio
conformity toLEC style guidelines, preparing subject and name indices, and collaborating on original

translation work.

2. A detailed description of the student contribution.

For the timely completionfdhis project, the collaboration of a qualified student assistant would be
invaluable. The studentds involvement in the init
thoroughly a basic biography of the saint (perhaps Baldwin or Cazenovelvill higke all subsequent
research efforts by the student more organized an
and works. Next the student would search for and assemble agpassiryEnglish translations of

Hi | ar yds wo rekbothis anthologiesafyatristic @degesis and in scholarly papers written on
Hilary that have included translations of portions of his work. Then the student would compile
bi bliographies on Hilarybds | i f e,ianthbught, Faokijpggand and c o

evaluating the worksd relevance to the project ba
activities would probably occuwegkcommamento t hr ee wee
Throughout, close contact would be nmained with the professor so that the student can learn some of



the skills of rapid evaluation necessary to complete the bibliographies. The next step would be for the
student to begin drafting an introduction to the translation that lays out some wstting of the work

itself, date and nature of composition, problems and issues of interpretation, and summarizes its
translation into other languages. Of course this will be a collaborative effort with the supervising
professor, as he guides and direcesdtudent assistant in the work. This initial draft, preceded by a short
study of the manuscript tradition, will be-2B pages in length and occupy another 1 to 2 weeks. This

brings the studento6és i nvol vement tinethatthdrstudeptisoj ect t
working on these tasks with close oversight, Prof. Noe will be engaged in the work of beginning to
translate Hilaryds treatise. By the midway point,

this translation will, De volente, be ready for editing by the student assistant, formatting it according to
the particular style guidelines of thérary of Early Christianityand making suggestions for style and
readability. The selected student will also attempt his or hartamslation of certain portions of the text

that Prof. Noe will select for them, and in concert with Prof. Noe evaluate their own efforts. The
remaining three to four weeks of the Fellowship will proceed in a similar fashion, as the student continues
to refine the bibliographies, begins to prepare name and subject indices on the translated portion, assists
with the writing of notes and preparation of the text, and periodically collaborates in actual translation of
the text depending on their success eithlier efforts.

3. Outline of essential and desirable qualifications of a student:
Essential qualifications:

Ability to read and translate Latin at least at the intermediate level

Familiarity with MLA andTurabianstyle guidelines for editing
Nascenknowledge of classical history and myth

Basic familiarity with Old and New Testament themes

Good working knowledge of English grammar (i.e. wekd) and able to write
connected prose

Familiarity with Hekman library

0 Ability to read secondary literaturen(English) and summarize for review by the
professor

O O O0OO0Oo

o

Desirable qualifications:

0 Ability to read and translate Greek at the beginning or intermediate level

o0 Basic familiarity with perennial issues of church history, e.g. ecclesiology, soteriology,
and eshatology

0 Ability to assemble bibliographies

o Nascent knowledge of Patristic issues

4. A description of the prospects or plans for publication or other public dissemination of
project results, and the role of the student therein.

The intention of this projeds to submit a translation sample, 20 pages, thitrary of Early

Christianityfor publication. The faculty member has made initial contact with the editor of this

series, Prof. John Petruccione at Catholic University of America, and received faveisgmnse

and keen interest in such a project. The student would receive editorial credit in such a publication

of a kind suitable for inclusion on a graduate school application. In the estimation of the faculty

member this would greatly strengthenthedte nt assi stantdéds academic pr
competitiveness for graduate school admission.

5. A description of where the student will make a formal presentation of research results



There are several possible venues in which the student assistant could present their research. The
Classics Dept. routinely hosts guest lecturers and such a setting would-beiteellifor the student

to discuss their experience and results, especialh&benefit of other undergraduates who may

be considering majoring in Classics. This would allow them to see some of the opportunities in
Classics. In addition, th€lassical Association of the Middle West and S¢OHMWS each year

holds a Springonference that is quite friendly to undergraduate presentations. In the past, Prof.
Noe has successfully mentored one of his undergraduate students, Ms. Michaela Willi, to present
her research at this conference. Ms. Willi was one of only four undeegessdselected for the 2004
CAMWSconference in St. Louis, MO
(http://lwww.camws.org/meeting/2004/abstracts2004/willi.html).

Project Title: Assessing African Instituted Church Pastoré
Attitudes About HIV in Liberia, West Africa

Dianne Slager
Nursing Department

1. Research ProjectThe purpose of this project is a descriptive study of current understanding
regarding attitudes toward HIV amongst pastors in Liberia, West Africa.

This study will provide important information for determining how membgfaith communities in

Liberia, West Africa understand, use and initiate HIV health promotion behaviors, HIV prevention
practices, and HIV testing and treatment.

The church has the capacity and history of speaking out about difficult issues. The Wortd Gfo
Churches points out that the church has a long history of presence, proclamation, and persuasion
regarding many difficult social subjects. The church already hasestalblished structures, and

generally has a loyal audience which meets on@aedasis.

These features, along with the weditablished collaborative relationship of the Christian Education
Foundation of Liberia lend it particular credence to impact attitudes, behaviors and ultimately, rates of
HIV infection and treatment in rar Liberia. The church has a theological and moral calling to address
this epidemic.

As understanding of West African faith communitie
teaching strategies of HIV programs can be improved. This will coirilo a beginning evaluation of
faith communities as promoters of HIV prevention practices, HIV health promoting behaviors and HIV
testing and treatment within West Africa. As Dr. Okaalet reminds us, we must create hope and have a
vision of the churchsaservant with the courage to truly participate in communities to look forward
beyond ourselves so as to realize shalom.

Religious organizations across sBaharan Africa are typically the primary providers of care and
support for people living with H\Xids. Stigma still surrounds sexuality, churches are influencing
attitudes aboutxtramarital and premarital sex

However, these churches need tools that help them to normalize faithfulness and responsibilities in
relationships. Further they need tomatize testing to remove the stigma and fear of discrimination

that accompanies testing. Offering testing without offering treatment continues to hamper access and
treatment.

An endgoal of this research and education model will be additional datppoddurther grant

funding to enhance testing and treatment options and training in rural areas.

Procedure: Study Design and Methotise proposed research will use a descriptive design with a
repeated measure before and after participation in an HD8Ahformation program to understand how




independent church pastors understandaaivie parishioners regarding HIV transmission, testing and
potential for treatment.

Sample Study participants will be independent church pastors and leaders participating in Theological
Education by Extension Pastor Training course work through the Church Leadership Department of the
Christian Education Foundation of Liberia. Study participavill be both male and female, literate, age

21 years or older, and of any ethnic group. Diverse Christian faith community representation is
anticipated. There are no exclusion criteria for study participants.

Setting & ProcedureFacilitators will distribute the Participant Survey at the beginning and end of their
HIV/AIDS information programs. Quantitative data and Qualitative responses will be analyzed for
themes in the generation of teaching models. Teaching models valted by focus groups of pastors
before being utilized in subsequent training sessions.

2. Student participation:
Particular activities and time frames would include:
25% Literature search on the following topics:
a. Pedagogical formats for instructionadterials for persons with limited literacy skills.
b. HIV/AIDS instructional resources for nagnedical professionals.

10% Review and revisions of pedagogical materials incorporating feedback from research
participants.

20% Data entry and analysis of tjtetive responses. Transcribing may be indicated.
10% Development of a poster with research results and trends.

25% Assistance in writing paper for professional audience.

10% Presentation to audiences on campus and beyond regarding research findings.

All work would be in close collaboration with faculty member. All writing and presentation
material would be developed in close collaboration.

3.-The ideal student candidatevould demonstrate strong writing and research skills.
--Preferably they would v&@ some experience with nomtive English speakers.

T The student should have some familiarity with issues salient to developing countries, health
education and HIV.

- Availability in late June, Jyland Early August.
4. Goal is to submit to internatioral health journals with student as a contributing author.

5. Formal presentationswill be made for the Nagel Institute as well as in the Nursing department of the
Science Division. Other organizations of interest may also be included in formal presentati



Project Title: Religion and Civic Responsibility: A Detailed
Description

Corwin Smidt
The Henry Institute and Department of Political Science

The McGregor Fellow would be an important member of the larger research team focusing on the role of
religion in fostering civic responsibility. During the spring of 2008, the research team will conduct a
national random survey of approximately 3000 Americans. The summer of 2008 will serve as a time of
analyzing the data for purposes of providing figditto be incorporated in a major book to be published
based on the survey. Along with other team members, the Fellow will be working on the beginning of the
analysis and writing stages of the research project.

There are three major components to the seamwork of the McGregor Fellow. First, the Fellow will be

asked to do a variety of data analysis tasks by means of using SPSS to analyze the survey data. Some of
these tasks may simply be an assignment to do a number of exploratory data analyseg which ar

interest to the student; other of these tasks will be assigned by me in consultation with other team

me mber s. I anticipate that approximately 25 perc
assignments.

Second, shorstt fharsesds omelféasde ngs wi | | need to be d
dedicated to the research project as well as distributed to the media. Hence, the Fellow will be asked to
draft brief reports drawn fr oniswillc@anpriseabout?2S r esear c
percent of the Fell owbds ti me.

The final major component of the summer work would be to serve aaathoor of a major paper

authoring a paper related to the research project that will either be presented at a national conference

during the 20089 academic year or submitted to a major, ypeegiewed, scholarly journal in the field.

The particular focus of this research paper (e.g., associational involvement, volunteering, charitable

donations, civic engagement, or politicaltparc i pat i on) wi | | be based, in p:
research interest, though subject to the larger needs of the research project. This component will

comprise about 40 to 50 percent of the ek period, with the bulk of this effort trangpg in the

latter half of the nineveek period.

This project will, for the most part, provide the student researcher with a fair amount of latitude to shape
some of the products that are forthcoming from their participation in this project. The mdhpoovide

some direction, serve as a resource person, teach basic skills as needed, and discuss the outline of the
project in terms of the basic ideas, themes, can findings to emphasize. The student researcher will serve
as the primary author for the éfireports that will be posted to the website as well as serve asudhoy

of one of the resulting conference papers/journal articles forthcoming from this larger research endeavor.

Outline of Essential and Desirable Qualifications

EssentialQualities:
(1) Someone who is motivated and diligent in their work.
(2) Someone who has some experience with research methods generally and SPSS more
specifically
(3) Someone who has skills related to posting material to a website.
(4) Someone who finds research to befasting and engaging.

Desirable Qualities:




(1) Someone who has a strong interest in the role of religion in public life.
(2) Someone who has some acquaintance with website construction (at least in terms of
maintaining and perhaps even doing some redesigning).
(3) Someonewhoissetfi r ect ed and can work, for periods o
(4) Someone who has good organizational skills.
(5) Someone who enjoys writing research papers.

Plans for Public Dissemination of Project Results & the Role of the McGregor Fellow

This project has a number of different venues through which the results of the larger research project will
be disseminated. These include:

- newsletters

- website reports

- press coverage

- public presentations

- conference papers

- journal articles

- abook manuscrip

The McGregor Fellow would be involved in:
- the production of a newsletter related to the project,
- the drafting of some website reports,
- making a public presentation to Calvin Coll e
national political science hon society, and
- being a ceauthor of either a conference paper or journal article.

Project Title: Women and Leadership in The Christian Reformed
Church: Oral Histories

Helen Sterk
Communication Arts and Sciences

1. General description of theproject:

The Christian Reformed Church has come late to integrating women into church leadership. The
struggle for women to be allowed to exercise leadership took hold in 1957, when the church

first gave women the right to vote in individual churche®dk until 1996 to authorize women

to be ordained in all ecclesiastical offices. And finally, in 2007, almost all barriers to full
inclusion in church | eadership fell. Many key
the church. Until now, theittaries have remained in the background, including stories of death

threats, exclusion, and community ostracism.

A group of Calvin College scholars (Kristin Du Mez, Helen Sterk, Jan Curry, and Shirley
Roels), in partnership with Dick Harms (Calvin hiséorj and Joan Flikkema (a key person in

the movement for womenés | eadership in the CRC
Professor of History at Hope College, ABD from Notre Dame) to write a book about the
backstory of the Christian Reformed deiomat i on6s sl ow, reluctant, b

toward full acceptance and use of womenbés gift



coming from this project is intended not only to speak to the CRC, but also to a wider academic
audience conceed about power, gender relations, and church polity and tradition.

The McGregor fellow will interview approximately 25 selected people during the summer of

2008. The fellow will travel (funded by the Lilly vocational sustainability grant) into Canada

andaround the Midwest, recording interviews that will be transcribed and used as the basis for a
book on the CRC and womends | eadership. Schol a
archive, and may include recognition in the book, an article foereitteBanneror

Perspectivesand a professional presentation with Helen Sterk (Communication Arts and

Sciences chair and professor).

2. Description of the student fellowds contributior

During the nine weeks of the McGregor work in saenmer of 2008, the fellow would be
involved in the following:

Being trained in ethnographic methods through reading and teaching (by Helen Sterk, Dick

Har ms, Kristin Du Mez and Tamara Van Dyken): 1
Researching the history ofthe CRGhd womenés | eadership in order
background for the interviews (relatively independent reading from a book list, see attached):

10% of fellowbs ti me

Writing a response paper to the migther isadalldernd &
ua

event I professional presentation: 10% of f el
Scheduling interview dates, times and places (
Arranging for travel and | odging (along with H

Interviewing approximately 25 members of the CRC (each interview will take approximately
one to one and half hours and wil!/| be done in
time

Writing a paper based on the interviews, incorporating the esrfiponse paper, to be
submitted to th®anneror Perpsectives: 10% of f el |l owds ti me

(I have agreed to teach at the Institute for Christian Studies from dU&edRiring that two
week period, the fellow can meet with Dick Harms, Kristin Du Mez and Tawerdyken;

research the history of the CRC and womends | e
in daily email contact with the fellow. | plan on meeting with the fellow before | leave and as
soon as | get back to make sure the planning andlseHei ng of i nterviews are

with the fellow and to be able to meet with the fellow regularly during the interview and

transcription period. | will also listen to the taped interviews. | will be actively involved in the
planning and writingphass of t he publi shable paper. I owi ||
professional presentation. At the least, the presentation will be done for a combined audience of

the CAS and History departments. Optimally, it will be presented at a scholarly conference,

should an appropriate one be located.)

3. Outline of essential and desirable qualifications for the fellow:
In addition to meeting the 3.5 GPA standard, the fellow should be

A good driver, with access to a car to use to drive to Canada and in the Midwest



selfmotivated

a good listener

socially adept

well-educated in gender studies
an excellent writer

professional in appearance

4, Prospect or plans for publication (and fell

As stated above, the fellow wil/ be the fautho

written by Tamara Van Dyken, first author of the article forBaeneror Perspectivesand
presenter in a professional situation.

5. Formal presentation opportunities:

The presentation would minimally be for the combined History and CAS departments, but
maximally for a scholarly conference, such as the Michigan Academy of Science, Arts and Letters.

Reading List for Women and Leadership in the Christian ReformedChurch: Oral Histories
Archives and Magazine Collections

Collection: 19741996.Committee for Women in the Christian Reformed Church. Heritage Hall, Calvin
College Archives.

Collection: 19742000.Dorothy Van Hamersveld. Heritage Hall, Calvin Collegehives.

Collection: 19741996.Toronto Committee for Women in the Christian Refornt@gurch. Heritage
Hall, Calvin College Archives.

Partnership, 19891995.Newsletter of the Committee for Women in the Christian Reformed Church.
Heritage Hall, Calvin Gllege Archives.

Books and Reports

Lloyd-Sidl, Patricia, edCelebrating Our Call: Ordination Stories of Presbyterian Wontemisville,
KY: Geneva Press, 2006.

Grissen, Lillian.For Such a Time As This: Twefjx Women of Vision and Faillell Their Stories.
Grand Rapi ds, MI Eerdmanos, 1991.

Hoffman, LeonardWomen in Office: A Report to Christian Reformed Churc@eand Rapids, MI:
CRC Publications, 1990.

Vander Vliet, Joyce GNomen, Church, and Society: The Christian Reformed GHDase M.A.
Thesis. University of Guelph, 1994,

Vellenga, Ellen Beatrice Bo$he Ordination of Women in the Reformed ChuncAmerica and the
Christian Reformed ChurciM.A. Thesis. Arizongtate University, 1997.

The fellow may wish to peruse seledActs of Synotb see how argumentation fand against

womeno6és | eadership in the denomination developed.



Project Title: A Literary Map of Michigan

Elizabeth VanderLei, English Department
Gary Schmidt, English Department

General Description

In the fall of 2007, VanderLei and Schmidt participated in an initiative by the National Council of
Teachers of English to create a wWadsed literary map of the state of Michi§apart of a national
initiative. The idea was to track those who have craftedwr i t er 6 s | i fe i n Michigar
who have written about and from within the sdatend to draft a short biography of these writers, to
collect a bibliography of their work, and to gather reviews and critical assessments to give a seirse of the
significance in the Iliterary worl d. This first i
writers, and the resulting map was displayed in the November, 2007, national meeting of the NCTE in
New York City.

This new initiative would & an expansion of this first step, in an attempt to develop a full
description of Michiganés writers, from its earl:.
devel oping the biographies and bibl i dgtherphi es of
critical assessments, and in addition, gathering photographic material that can accompany the articles.

And, obviously, we intend for this to be an ongoing task, as new writers come into the state, and as
writers currently working in Michigan flish additional pieces.

In addition, we anticipate that the project will go beyond the writers themselves to speak more
largely of the writing and publishing culture of the sbat®mething that the other state initiatives do not
attempt. To this end,@vhope to gather information on publishing houses and printers as well, including
university publishing houses, general trade houses, religious houses, niche publishing houses, focusing on
their history and their contributions to the development and mogtof Michigan authors.

The result of this project will be a wddased literary map, in which the individual authors are
linked to an introductory state map so that their work can be identified not only with the state, but with
towns and regions withillichigan. The results will be disseminated in collaboration with the Library of
Michigan.

Description of Student Contribution

A student at work on this project would have multiple tasks.

--Research into identifying Michigan authors, and the developofaheir biographies and
bi bliographies. (30% of the studentds ti me)

This is the foundational work of the project, in which the student will identify authors who fit into the
Map. Many of these authors do not appear in neasyly accessible resources,the huge difficulty

here, though not in bibliography, will be in biography. The student may fill much of this need through
email interviews.

--Research into identifying Michigan publishing houses, focusing on their historiesindbutions to
thewr i ting culture of the state. (10% of the stude



Once identified, much of the material for this section of the Map will involvelvesied research and-on
site interviews. The task will be to identify and assess past and continuing influéheseohouses on
the statedbds |iterary culture.

--Collection and then summarizing and assessing the critical reviews of their authiorenoving

toward a conclusion of their |iterary significanc
Here, the studentwillbe mmer sed in reading critical revi ews of
other resources, move toward developing an assess
levels.

-Data entry of all these materials into the Michic

Working in the English Department, the student will develop these materiats dotasistent and
coherent format that will make them easily accesséid,will input all of these texts into the Map.

--The student will be working with the Hekman librarians, who are already supporting this project, to
gather and to develop the resources. It may well be that this project well also involve working with
librarians at other Michigan libraries, depending on the availability of resources.

Student Qualifications

Applying students should have strong research skills, as much of this task is the identification and
development of researdiased texts. This meaas affinity and ease with research databases.

Students should also have strong writing skills, and the ability to accumulate and assess large
amounts of information, condensing that information into concise and readable accounts.

Students should alsshow strong web development skills, and an ability to marry the web design
to the information in the most effective ways to create a Literacy Map that is useful and accessible.

Plans for Public Dissemination and Student Presentation

The earliest versi of this project has already been shown at the November, 2007, NCTE
convention in New York City. It is likely that this fuller development of the Map will be shown in future
conventions as well.

The Map will be disseminated principally through the hig@an Electronic Library, an accessible
andwelk nown conduit for Michigan history and cul tur ¢
selected and evaluated by | ibrariansd designed to
accessible

At the conclusion of the project, the student will make a presentation in a departmental seminar in
the early fall, and, in addition, in the two English 275: The Craft of Writing, sections. These will be
important for the faculty, informing them tfis resource, and useful for the two classes, as these are the
sections that will continue the work of this student in developing the Literary Map.



Project Title: Language and Literacy Growth in At-Risk
Elementary School Students

Judith Vander Woude
CAS Department

1. General Description of the Project

Far too many students, especially those fromilcs@eme families, have difficulty learning to read
(National Research Panel, 2000). Furthermore, children froamoame families are more likely to

experence -glhiedd,saummeani ng that they | ose as much

summer due to a lack of participation in literaejated activities. For this reason, the Readers in
Determined Educarion (RIDE) Literacy Institute Mie offering a2008 summer literacy program foer at
risk 35" grade students at Calvin College for the first time. Given that the RIDE summer literacy
program largely will be housed at Calvin College, it provides us with an excellent opportunity totcondu
a relatively largescale research project onsite and subsequently add to the literature on the efficacy of
intervention programs for improving the literacy skills of children from-ipeome families.

Given this brief background, the primary reseayahstions for the study are as follows:

1. Did the intervention signif
2. Did the intervention signif
(phonics, fluency, and/or comprtsion) than in another?

3. Which intake characteristics (e.g., age, nonverbal cognition, home literacy environment, present
reading skills, motivation, attending behaviors and language skills) were significantly related to the

A

studentsd galsms in reading ski

i can
i can i mprove

Approximately 100 students, grades 3 through 5, who have documentedgoattaMevel reading skills,

will participate in this study. A preand postest design will be used for the quantitative analysis. First,
student s& nonv eangoage, writing gna readingskills wib e adsesded with standardized
and informal tests (receptive vocabulary, general language skills, phonological awareness, and reading

ability) to determine each st udenerd\wudesgetainedi ¢ str
student volunteers during the spring of 2008. Sec

trained summer program teachers to determine their literacy progress after the summer literacy program
(at the end of July). laddition, families and students will be interviewed this spring and summer to
collect data on their perceptions of literacy by Dr. Vander Woude and the McGregor Fellow. Finally, the

summer teachersd daily pr ogr eersvil becdlested ahdamalyzed t ud e n
The goal is to analyze the studentsdé | iteracy gro

cognitive and home environment factors that may contribute positively or negatively to their literacy
developmentThe McGregor Fellow and Dr. Vander Woude will be responsible for this analysis.

Please note that the research project is a relatively large project that requires much data collection. Even
so, the project will be completed in nine weeks, since mosegiritest data will be collected by Dr.

Vander Woude and her students in the spring of 2008 and allgsbstata will be completed by trained
teachers for the summer program. The primary tasks of the McGregor Fellow and Dr, Vander Woude will
be codinghe progress notes, compiling existing data collected by others, and finally conducting the
analysis of the data, as outlined in #2.

2 . Mc Gr eqgor Fell owds Contributions

The McGregor Fellow will contribute to this project by: (a) reviewing the literatutidgesacy
interventions with elementary school students, (b) reviewing thteptelata that will be collected

y i mprove the
y t he

E

tn N



between February and May 2008, (c) conducting and transcribing summer school teacher and student
interviews, (d) rating daily dataonthe studend pr ogress and | earning behayv
statistical analyses of all data. The McGregor Fellow will be expected to meet daily with Dr. Vander

Woude and to keep a research log on tasks completed and questions generated throughout project.

Specific tasks are as follows:

1. Dr. Vander Woude has completed a thorough literature review thus far. The McGregor
Fellow will read and discuss with Dr. Vander Woude key articles and book chapters from this
collection to become familiar with wetlesigne intervention studies. The Fellow also will
complete a literature search for the most recently published work on language and literacy
interventions. The Fellow will add to a database of the literature using EndNote, a
bibliographic software program. Thetasks will be completed in Week One so they will take

approximately 10% of the Fell owbs ti me.
2. The McGregor Fellow wil!/ review t hR2008student s
teacherso input to document sheamlyzgdiusingaand we.

5point rating scale to further document t he ¢
before they enter the summer literacy program. This task will be completed during Week
Two and will take approximately 10% of the F.

3. The McGregor Fellow will transcribe and analyze, with Dr. Vander Woude, at least 20 of the
family interviews which were conducted in the spring of 2008. Several of these conversations
will be in Spanish, so the Fellow must have Spanish conversationaligmofic This task
wi || be completed during Week Two and will t

4. The McGregor Fellow will review, with Dr. Vander Woude, randois#yected daily notes
from the summer school teachers (at least two per week pensfod 6 weeks for a total of
1200 daily notes) to code for documented progress, motivation levels and attending behaviors
that will be coded using a thr@®int rating scale. This task will take approximately 50% of
the Fell owbs t i ndeduriagWVeeks Thieé thriugh Severmp | et e

5. The McGregor Fellow, with Dr. VanderantVoude,b
posttest scores on standardized language and literacy tests using SPSS, a statistical software
program. They alsowillenteramdn al yze associ ated data such ac
grades, the native language of the student, standardized test scores from school records, rating
scales of the portfolio work and progress notes, and nonverbal cognition scores. These tasks

willtakeappr oxi mately 20% of the Fellowbds time ar
and Nine.
3Student s Qualifications

Essential Qualifications:

Some knowledge of language and/or literacy development

Fluent in Spanish

Ability to learn new computer softwe.

Willingness to express opinions and ask serious questions related to the project.
Excellent organizational skills

arwdE

Desirable Qualifications:

1. Courses in Reading, Language Development, and/or Language Disorders
2. Ability to collaborate with others.



3. Ability to use or to be able to learn to use SPSS for data analysis.

4. Plans for Public Dissemination of this Project

| plan, with the McGregor Fellow, to submit the results to a national conference, such as the American
SpeecH.anguageHearing Association. Also more than likely, we will submit the results to the journal,
Language, Speech and Hearing in the Schioalsefall of 2008.

5. Formal Presentation of Research Results

The student will make a formal presentation of research results for the CAS Department, the coordinators
of the RIDE Program, key teachers fronnQollege st uden
faculty and students.

Project Title: Christian Business Owners: Stewards Sharing the
Blessings of Wealth

Julie Voskuil, BusinessDepartment and
Leonard Van Drunen, Business Department

1. A general description of the proposed researchroject

Business is a Christian calling through which Christians use their gifts and talents to provide for others,
steward creation, and, when successful, share the blessings of wealth with others through charitable
giving. Recent headlines hakighlighted the vast wealth managed by private foundations which have
been established by wealthy business owners, like the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the Ford
Foundation. Our project would engage the McGregor student fellow in research cgnparinancial
strength and the charitable payout provided by charitable foundations which are both secular and
explicitly Christian. The goal of this research is to determine if charitable foundations which explicitly
seek to serve Christ are managétetently than those that are not faith motivated.

The project advances research performed by professors Van Drunen and Voskuil on the growth and
prevalence of private foundations, the law related to charitable giving and private foundations, and the
dewelopment of a framework for Christians to use as they consider stewarding their wealth through the
use of private charitable foundations. Their paper on the topic was presented to the Christian Business
Faculty Association annual meeting in Seattle inoBet 2007.

The research project will include updating prior research on charitable foundations including the growth
in assets held by charitable foundations, the theories of payout by charitable foundations, the tax
considerations entered into by charigafoundations, and biblical principles as applied to wealth,
stewardly use of assets, and charitable giving by Christians andhrcstians.

The data collection and analysis phases of the project will include identifying private foundations which
are Chistian in their mission and private foundations which are not explicitly Christian; gatherng PF
990si tax returns used to report the activities of Private Foundations for the private foundations
identified, and then analyzing the revenues, expensesssets of these Private Foundations to

understand the relationships between assets, distributions to fund charitable efforts, distributions to fund
management costs, correlating these with size, age, and intent of the foundation.



2. Detailed descriptond st udent 6s contribution
Literature review (20% of time)

In 2007 we drafted a paper developing a Christian framework for thinking about the timing of
donations. That paper contained a literature review. In the second phase of this research we plan
to do empirical work, examining the actual practices of foundations and the factors that influence
these practices. Although the majority of the work will be data collection and analysis, the
student scholar will also be responsible for reading the relevapirical literature to understand

the related empirical methods and results.

Data collection (40% of time)

The primary data source is the I RS 99006s which
annually with the IRS. These are publicly dable, with a little effort. The student scholar will

be responsible for identifying a sample of foundations for which we can obtain a time series of at

|l east five years of 99006s. This sample will b
and secular foundations. Christian foundations will be those that either have clearly stated

Christian principals or whose benefactors and board is comprised of persons in the Christian
community.

The I RS form 99006s conteagar diiung et rae bfiaumdatfii o
received, funds donated and operating expenses
the compensation of foundation officers. The student scholar will be responsible for culling from

this information a consistennd reliable data set that is useful for both cross sectional and time

series analysis.

Data analysis (40% of time)

The student scholar will be responsible for designing and performing various statistical analysis
and hypotheses tests. The first parthef data analysis will be the descriptive statistics of the
sample, including relating the sample to other samples used in the literature. The second part of
the data analysis will be testing various hypotheses, the thrust of which will be to identify any
differences between the way Christian foundations and secular foundations are operated.

3. Student scholar qualifications

The student must have demonstrated ability to work at a high academic level. In addition the student
must have strong working knovadge of Microsoft Excel and must be able to learn basic statistical

software applications, as evidenced by completion of Math 143 or equivalent. The student must have an
understanding of accounting and finance, as evidenced by the completion of Bus B03 aod, or
equivalent.

4. Plans for and the role of the student

The McGregor scholar will assist faculty in preparation of a research paper on the findings of the research
performed. The research paper will be submitted to journals for publicated ba the outcomes of the
research. There are several journals of philanthropy which may be interested in publishing the paper;
other explicitly Christian journals like thiurnal of Biblical Integration in Businessgy also be

interested. The studewill be listed as a cauthor on the publication.




5. McGregor student presentation of research results

The student scholar will present the findings of the research at a departmental seminar, and possibly to the
Calvin College development office; the stutischolar may also present to external audiences as

appropriate (other venues may include a gathering supported by Christian Community Foundations such
as the Barnabas foundation, or the West Michigan Charitable Foundation.)

Project Title: US Perspectives on International Order

Joel H. Westra
Political Science Department

Description of the Project:

This project considers US perspectives on international order. As used in this context, international order
refers to established patterns of atyi and expectations that characterize interactions among states (Bull
1995: 319).

International orders remain stable to the extent that they approximate the interests of the most powerful

states within them (Watson 1992: 323 When an existing ordeprionger approximates their interests,

these states may seek to alter or overturn it, often resulting in war (Gilpin 1981: 15). Following such wars,
powerful states (such as the United States) attempt to reestablish order, often seeking therein to define
international rules and practices in ways that reflect their particular interests (Bull 1995: 53). These
interests, and the policy preferences that derive
geographic position, and history.

Since its emergenas a major power attheendofthf@e nt ury, the United State:
economic power, secure geographic position surrounded by two oceans, and unique history as a self
governing, immigrant republic haveopabdemédaadsha

tendency toward unilateralism (McDougall 1997:16, 40), punctuated by periods of isolationism (Ruggie
1997: 8990) and interventionisr some might say imperialism (McDougall 1997: 128). Although

US policy generally tends to sustain thxésgng international order, during these periods US policy has
tended to undermine it, either by failing to demonstrate resolve sufficient to deter states from attempting
forcibly to alter or overturn the existing order, or by failing to demonstrataimtssufficient to persuade
states to continue their participation in it.

Ikenberry (2001) suggests that US poliogakers have attempted to avoid such periods by using
multilateralism as a basis for creating stable international order. This argumentstigaEesmerican
foreign policy can best be understood as fluctuating between unilateralism and multilateralism, with

fiAmericabs traditional aversions to 6entangling a
toward fAimultil angualrpryi comples béeswith Americads
(Ruggie 1997: 89, 109). I n other words, though th

tendency toward unilateralism, this tendency is countered by American idealism, which creatieneyt
toward multilateralism. Specific policy outcomes are driven by the normative and causal beliefs of
particular US policymakers (Monten 2007).

This project challenges these arguments by reexamining the proposition that American foreign policy
congstently has tended toward unilateralism, with multilateralism used mainly in thetsirarand for
prudential rather than principled reasons. In examining this proposition, the project will consider ways in
which unilateralism and multilateralism haveehalefined, ways in which each has been justified as



consistent with American values, and the extent to which each has characterized US attempts to establish
international order. The findings will be used as a basis for assessing the direction in wiochighS
policy seems to be heading today and what trends we might expect in the future.

Contribution to the Project by the McGregor Fellow:

The McGregor fellow will provide research support for carrying out this project. Much of this work will
involve resarching historical and recent cases of American attempts to establish, maintain, or transform
the existing international order.

The McGregor fellow will meet with mat leastwice each week: once (or more) to discuss progress on

the weekds cesttardihs@awmsls omhe results of the weekOo:
research memorandum summarizing the work s/he has done each week. The memorandum will include
guotations and references from the materials researched, as well as photoqugisentt articles and

book sections. The McGregor fellow will enter bibliographic information on sources used each week into

an EndNote database.

During the first week, the McGregor fellow will become acquainted with the overall project. This will
involve reading pertinent articles and papers on the subject, paying careful attention to what the various
arguments are in each of them and what theoretical and empirical disagreements there are among them.
We will then discuss what s/he has read and talk dimwitit relates to the project.

During the second week, the McGregor fellow wild.l
how it might have impacted foreign policy decisions. S/he also will research concepts such as

isolationism, interventionismiriperialism, unilateralism, and multilateralism, examining the various ways

that each has been defined, both in general and in the context of American foreign policy.

During the third week, the McGregor fellow will research the role of the United Statesfiounding of
the League of Nations, applying the concepts and ideas examined during the previous two weeks of
research.

During the fourth week, the McGregor fellow will research the role of the United States in the founding of
the United Nations.

During the fifth week, the McGregor fellow will research the role of the United States in the founding of
NATO and its involvement in European security cooperation both then and now.

During the sixth week, the McGregor fellow will research the role of the t&itates and NATO in the
Kosovo War and in the War in Afghanistan.

During the seventh week, the McGregor fellow will research the role of the United States in recent and
ongoing attempts at NATO reform and in other initiatives, such as PSI, the Moscaw €tea

During the eight week, the McGregor fellow will research the role of the United States in recent and
ongoing attempts at UN reform.

During the ninth week, the McGregor fellow will research the official US position toward the
International CriminaCourt and toward various global efforts to address climate change.

The role of the McGregor fellow all of this will be to gather and summarize pertinent information and to
provide additional insights and ideas as the project develops.

Essential Qualificaions of the McGregor Fellow:
The McGregor fellow must have basic knowledge of international affairs and American foreign policy.

The McGregor fellow must be able to work diligently, efficiently, and independently. S/he must be
willing to ask questions asecessary, but also able to take initiative in deciding what needs to be
researched.

The McGregor fellow must be able to use online and other library resources effectively.






