NEWS FROM THE

PLASTER CREEK STEWARDS

When it rains it pours: where rain goes
OCTOBER 22, 2011

Our fall community event focused on stormwater and
its impacts on our watershed. We began with a short
presentation at the Bunker Interpretive Center and
then headed out into the field. Some of us worked in
the Alger Heights nelghborhood to mark storm drains
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storm drains total! Others of us planted native wild-
flowers in a roadside drainage area at a farm in Caledo-
nia. Native plants in places like this help filter water as
it flows toward the creek, and will allow it to soak into
the soil instead of running directly into the creek.

VOLUNTEER WITH US!

This winter and spring there will be ongoing opportunities to help propagate
native plants in the greenhouse for restoration projects in the watershed. We
collected seeds from over 260 species this fall, and we want to grow them all!
This is an opportunity to support the work of the Plaster Creek Stewards, plus
the greenhouse environment offers some muciheeded respite from the cold
winter. Interested? Email Nate Haan, project manager, ath3@calvin.edu
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Plaster Creek Stewards receive Tell us your memories and stories
grant from The River Network

We have begun collecting oral histories from
people of all ages who remember Plaster Creek

Calvin College was awarded a competitive recently or long ago. If you have lived, worked,

grant in the summer of 2011 to increase ef- worshipped, studied, or played in the Plaster

forts to restore the Plaster Creek Watershed, Creek watershed and have st
one of the most polluted watersheds in West love to interview you. Please contact Dr. Gail

Michigan. The U.S. Environmental Protection Heffner at gheffner@calvin.edu

Agency provided the funding, which will be
distributed through River Network and
Groundwork USA, to Plaster Creek Stewards, a

collaborative initiative of Calvin College faculty C0n3|der a ContrlbUtlon to PIaSter
and students, local churches, residents, and Creek Stewards

community  partner organizations. This

$58,500 grant will be used over the next two If you would like to make a financial contribu-
years to fund outreach and education aimed at tion to Plaster Creek Stewards, we will use
restoring and protecting the watershed. Out- these gifts for activities like rain garden installa-
reach and education efforts will seek to mobi- tions and interpretive signs. Contributions can
lize agricultural communities upstream and be made out to Calvin College with a note in
low -income  neighborhoods ~ downstream in memo line that says Plaster Creek Stewards.
support of a shared goal: healing Plaster Many thanks for considering the Plaster Creek
Creek. For more information, read the full Stewards in your giving.

story here .

Want to hear about the latest happenings in the Plaster Creek Watershed? Sign up to receive Plaster Creek
Stewards e -newsletters twice a year. Send your email address to Gail Heffner at gheffner @calvin.edu

Check out our website for more information and photos. CHliCo oI rae e
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