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3  FOREWORD 

Foreword 
The Office of Assessment and Institutional Research is pleased to present the Calvin College Data Book, 2005-2006, the first 
edition of this publication.  Our goal is to continue publishing data books on an annual basis, while also completing editions for the 
four years prior to this edition. 
 
This book is intended as a single, readily accessible, consistent source of information about the Calvin College community, its 
resources, and its operations. It is a summary of institutional data gathered from many areas of the college, compiled to capture the 
2005-06 Fiscal and Academic Year.   
 
Where appropriate, multiple years of data are provided for historical perspective.  Any data which does not pertain only to the 
2005-2006 academic year has been labeled to indicate the period reflected.  This data book is not all encompassing but will 
provide pertinent facts and figures valuable to administrators, faculty, staff, students, and friends of the college alike. 
A concerted effort is made to make this publication an increasingly more useful reference, at the same time enhancing your 
understanding of the scope and progress of the college.  We welcome your comments and suggestions toward these goals.   
 
This data book is available in its entirety at http://www.calvin.edu/admin/provost/dbook, and will soon be joined by editions for 
both future and past years. 

http://www.calvin.edu/admin/provost/dbook


4  MISSION 

Mission Statement 

Vision 

Calvin College is a comprehensive liberal arts college in the Reformed tradition of historic Christianity. Through our learning, we 
seek to be agents of renewal in the academy, church, and society. We pledge fidelity to Jesus Christ, offering our hearts and 
lives to do God's work in God's world.  

Purpose 

To engage in vigorous liberal arts education that promotes lifelong Christian service 
 
We offer education that is shaped by Christian faith, thought, and practice. We study and address a world made good by God, 
distorted by sin, redeemed in Christ, and awaiting the fullness of God's reign. 
We aim to develop knowledge, understanding, and critical inquiry; encourage insightful and creative participation in society; and 
foster thoughtful, passionate Christian commitments. 
Our curriculum emphasizes the natural, cultural, societal, and spiritual contexts in which we live; our teaching respects diverse 
levels, gifts, and styles of learning; and our learning proceeds as a shared intellectual task. 
 
To produce substantial and challenging art and scholarship 

 
We pursue intellectual efforts to explore our world's beauty, speak to its pain, uncover our own faithlessness, and proclaim the 
healing that God offers in Jesus Christ. 
We strive to embrace the best insights of Christian life and reflection; engage issues in the intellectual and public spheres; and 
enrich faith by the heritage of the past and the discoveries of today. 
Our faculty and staff are committed to keen and lively work in their chosen fields and to sharing its fruits with others. 
 
To perform all our tasks as a caring and diverse educational community 
 
We undertake our tasks in response to a divine calling.  Together we challenge ourselves to excellence as we acquire knowledge, 
cultivate aspirations, and practice lives of service. 
We seek to gather diverse people and gifts around a common pledge and purpose; pursue justice, compassion, and discipline; 
and provide a training ground for the life of Christian virtue. 
Our classrooms embody a community of faith and learning extended across campus and beyond.  

Commitment 

We profess the authority of scripture and the witness of the ecumenical creeds. We affirm the confessions and respect the rich 
traditions of Reformed believers worldwide, and, in particular, those of the Christian Reformed Church. We aim to enhance the 
cultural life about us and to address local needs. In all we say and do, wherever we may be, we hope to follow and further the 
ways of God on earth. 
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