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3  FOREWORD 

Foreword 
The Office of Assessment and Institutional Research is pleased to present the Calvin College Data Book, 2005-2006, the first 
edition of this publication.  Our goal is to continue publishing data books on an annual basis, while also completing editions for the 
four years prior to this edition. 
 
This book is intended as a single, readily accessible, consistent source of information about the Calvin College community, its 
resources, and its operations. It is a summary of institutional data gathered from many areas of the college, compiled to capture the 
2005-06 Fiscal and Academic Year.   
 
Where appropriate, multiple years of data are provided for historical perspective.  Any data which does not pertain only to the 
2005-2006 academic year has been labeled to indicate the period reflected.  This data book is not all encompassing but will 
provide pertinent facts and figures valuable to administrators, faculty, staff, students, and friends of the college alike. 
A concerted effort is made to make this publication an increasingly more useful reference, at the same time enhancing your 
understanding of the scope and progress of the college.  We welcome your comments and suggestions toward these goals.   
 
This data book is available in its entirety at http://www.c alvin.edu/admin/provost/dbook, and will soon be joined by editions for 
both future and past years. 

http://www.calvin.edu/admin/provost/dbook


4  MISSION 

Mission Statement 

Vision 

Calvin College is a comprehensive liberal arts college in the Reformed tradition of historic Christianity. Through our learning, we 
seek to be agents of renewal in the academy, church, and society. We pledge fidelity to Jesus Christ, offering our hearts and 
lives to do God's work in God's world.  

Purpose 

To engage in vigorous liberal arts education that promotes lifelong Christian service 
 
We offer education that is shaped by Christian faith, thought, and practice. We study and address a world made good by God, 
distorted by sin, redeemed in Christ, and awaiting the fullness of God's reign. 
We aim to develop knowledge, understanding, and critical inquiry; encourage insightful and creative participation in society; and 
foster thoughtful, passionate Christian commitments. 
Our curriculum emphasizes the natural, cultural, societal, and spiritual contexts in which we live; our teaching respects diverse 
levels, gifts, and styles of learning; and our learning proceeds as a shared intellectual task. 
 

To produce substantial and challenging art and scholarship 
 
We pursue intellectual efforts to explore our world's beauty, speak to its pain, uncover our own faithlessness, and proclaim the 
healing that God offers in Jesus Christ. 
We strive to embrace the best insights of Christian life and reflection; engage issues in the intellectual and public spheres; and 
enrich faith by the heritage of the past and the discoveries of today. 
Our faculty and staff are committed to keen and lively work in their chosen fields and to sharing its fruits with others. 
 
To perform all our tasks as a caring and diverse educational community 
 
We undertake our tasks in response to a divine calling.  Together we challenge ourselves to excellence as we acquire knowledge, 
cultivate aspirations, and practice lives of service. 
We seek to gather diverse people and gifts around a common pledge and purpose; pursue justice, compassion, and discipline; 
and provide a training ground for the life of Christian virtue. 
Our classrooms embody a community of faith and learning extended across campus and beyond.  

Commitment 

We profess the authority of scripture and the witness of the ecumenical creeds. We affirm the confessions and respect the rich 
traditions of Reformed believers worldwide, and, in particular, those of the Christian Reformed Church. We aim to enhance the 
cultural life about us and to address local needs. In all we say and do, wherever we may be, we hope to follow and further the 
ways of God on earth. 
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Administration and Trustees 

Administrative Divisions 

Office of the President 

President  Gaylen J. Byker, Ph.D.  

Senior Executive Associate to the President  Robert A. Berkhof, M.S.  

Executive Associate to the President  Darlene K. Meyering, B.A.  

Dean of the Chapel  Laura A. Smit, Ph.D.  

Director of the January Series  June B. Hamersma, A.B.  

Academic Affairs Division 

Provost  Joel A. Carpenter, Ph.D.  

Academic Dean for the Social Sciences and for Languages, Literature and 
Arts  

Dean A. Ward, Ph.D.  

Academic Dean for the Contextual Disciplines and for the Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics  

Uko Zylstra, Ph.D.  

Dean for Instruction  Claudia D. Beversluis, Ph.D.  

Dean for Multicultural Affairs  Barbara Omolade, Ph.D.  

Dean for Research and Scholarship  Janel M. Curry, Ph.D.  

Director of Assessment and Institutional Research  James Bradley, Ph.D.  

Registrar  Thomas L. Steenwyk, M.A.  

Administration and Finance Division 

Vice President for Administration, Finance and Information Services  Henry E. De Vries II, Ph.D.  

Director of Finance  Samuel L. Wanner, B.A.  

Controller  Todd A. Lohman, B.B.A, C.P.A.  

Director of Human Resources  Todd K. Hubers, M.A.  

Director of Physical Plant  Philip D. Beezhold, B.A.  

Director of Conferences and Campus Events  Jeffrey A. Stob, B.A.  

Director of Food Services  Craig R. Farrell, B.S.  

College Architect  Frank L. Gorman, B.A.  

Information Services Division 

Vice President for Administration, Finance and Information Services  Henry E. De Vries II, Ph.D.  

Director of Academic Technology Services  Dawn C. Bush, M.S.  

Director of Administrative Technologies and Services  Robert L. Myers, A.B.  

Director of Information Security  Brian J. Baas, A.B.  

Director of the Hekman Library  Glenn A. Remelts, M.L.S.  

Director of Instructional Resources  Randall G. Nieuwsma, M.A.  

Curator of the Archives  Richard H. Harms, Ph.D.  

Advancement Division 

Vice President for Advancement  Dirk J. Pruis, M.B.A.  

Director of Development  Jan K. Druyvesteyn, B.A.  

Director of Alumni Relations and Calvin Annual Fund  Michael J. Van Denend, M.A.  

Director of Regional Fund Development  John R. Bielema, M.B.A.  

Director of Corporate Giving  Andrew J. De Vries, M.B.A.  

Director of Foundation Relations  Lois J. Konyndyk, M.A.  

Director of Special Gifts  Jeffrey A. Pluymert, M.S.W.  

Director of Planned and Major Gifts  Sally J. Vander Ploeg, J.D., C.P.A.  



9  ADMINISTRATION AND TRUSTEES 

Enrollment and External Relations Division 

Vice President for Enrollment and External Relations  Thomas E. McWhertor, M.Div.  

Director of Institutional and Enrollment Research  Thomas A. Van Eck, M.A.  

Director of Media Relations  Philip L. de Haan, A.B.  

Director of Admissions  Dale D. Kuiper, M.M.  

Director of Scholarships and Financial Aid  C. Edward Kerestly, M.S.E.  

Student Life Division 

Vice President for Student Life  Shirley Vogelzang Hoogstra, J.D.  

College Chaplain  Dale J. Cooper, B.D.  

Dean of Student Development  C. Robert Crow, M.A.  

Dean of Students for Judicial Affairs  Jane E. Hendriksma, M.A.  

Dean of Residence Life  John Witte, M.A.  

Director and Counselor, Broene Center  Randall L. Wolthuis, Ph.D.  

Director of Career Development  Glenn E. Triezenberg, M.S.W., M.B.A.  

Director of Campus Safety  William T. Corner, B.A.  

Director of Service Learning Center  Jeffrey P. Bouman, Ph.D.  

Director of Student Activities  Kenneth W. Heffner, A.B.  

Director of Health Services  Nancy A. Ver Merris, M.S.N., W.H.N.P.-C  

Directors of Academic Centers, Institutes, and Programs 

Academic Conferences and Seminars James K. A. Smith, Ph.D. 

Athletics for Men Kevin N. Vande Streek, M.A. 

Athletics for Women Nancy L. Meyer, Ed.D. 

Calvin Center for Christian Scholarship James D. Bratt, Ph.D. 

Calvin Center for Faith and Communication Quentin J. Schultze, Ph.D. 

Calvin Institute of Christian Worship John D. Witvliet, Ph.D. 

Center for Social Research Kurt C. Schaefer, Ph.D. 

Paul B. Henry Institute for the Study of Christianity and Politics Corwin E. Smidt, Ph.D. 

Honors Program Kenneth D. Bratt, Ph.D.. 

Lilly Vocation Project Shirley J. Roels, Ph.D. 

H.H. Meeter Center for Calvin Studies Karin Y. Maag, Ph.D 

Kuyers Institute for Christian Teaching and Learning David I. Smith, Ph.D. 

Mellema Program in Western American Studies Willaim H. Katerberg, Ph.D. 

Off-Campus Programs Ellen B. Monsma, Ph.D. 

Pre-College Programs  Rhae-Ann Booker, M.S.W. 

Spoelhof Institute for Christian Leadership In Business Glenn E. Triezenberg, M.S.W., M.B.A. 

Student Academic Services Kenneth D. Hasseler, Ph.D. 

Teacher Education Susan S. Hasseler, Ph.D. 

Writing Program Kathi Groenendyk, Ph.D.  
Karen E. Saupe, Ph.D. 
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Board of Trustees Roster 
Regions 1 and 2: 

Alyce Koole (2008) 
Christopher Fluit* (2008) 

 
Region 3: 

Martin Mudde (2006) 
Ineke Neutel* (2006)  

 
Region 4: 

Peter Schuurman (2007)  
Nancy Booy* (2007) 

 
Region 5: 

Ronald Leistra (2006)  
Paul Hansen* (2006)  

 

Region 6: 
Karen Wynbeek (2007)  
Mavis Moon* (2007) 

 
Region 7: 

Mary Poel (2008)  
Philip Kamps* (2008)  
 

Region 8: 
David Zylstra (2007)  
Kimberly Brinks-Starkenburg* (2007)  

 
Region 9: 

Gerald Hoek (2006)  
Perry Recker* (2006)  
Craig Friesema (2008)  
William De Rose* (2008)  

 
Region 10: 

Robert De Bruin (2006)  
Lois Miller* (2006)  
Joseph Brinks (2006)  
Chris Grier* (2006)  
William Ryckbost (2007)  

Nancy Mulder* (2007) 
 
Region 11: 

James Haagsma (2006)  
Evonne Plantinga* (2006)  
Max VanWyk (2007)  
Craig Klamer* (2007)  
William Alphenaar, Jr. (2008) 
Ralph Katerberg* (2008) 

Region 12: 
Douglas Bratt (2008)  
Donald Sporn* (2008)  

 
Alumni Trustees: 

Connie Brummel (2008)  
Dirk Pruis (2006) 
Marj Youngsma (2007)  

 
At-Large Trustees: 

Bastian Knoppers (2006)  
Harry Lew (2006) 
Kenneth Olthoff (2006) 
Norberto Wolf (2006) 
Elsa Prince Broekhuizen (2007)  
Jack Harkema (2007) 

Jacquelyn Vander Brug (2007) 
Stephen Chong (2008)  
Michelle VanDyke (2008) 
David Vander Ploeg (2008) 
Janice Van Dyke-Zeilstra (2008) 
Cindi Veenstra (2008) 

 
 
 
      * indicates alternate trustee 

Board of Trustees Regional Representation 
Regions 1 and 2: 

Northwest British Columbia 
Southeast British Columbia 
Northern Alberta 
Southern Alberta 
Saskatchewan 
Lake Superior (Canadian)  

 
Region 3: 

Eastern Canada 
Quinte 
Toronto  

 
Region 4: 

Chatham 
Hamilton 
Huron 
Niagara  

 
Region 5: 

Columbia 
Pacific Northwest 
Yellowstone  
 

Region 6: 
California South 
Central California 
Greater Los Angeles 
Pacific Hanmi  

 
Region 7: 

Arizona 
Red Mesa 
Rocky Mountain  

 
Region 8: 

Heartland 
Iakotaa 
Lake Superior (United States) 
Minnkota 
North Central Iowa 
Pella  

 
Region 9: 

Chicago South 
Illiana 
North Illinois 
Wisconsin  

Region 10: 
Georgetown  
Holland 
Kalamazoo 
Muskegon 
Northern Michigan 
Zeeland  

 
Region 11: 

Grand Rapids East 
Grand Rapids North 
Grand Rapids South 
Grandville 
Lake Erie 
Thornapple Valley  

 
Region 12: 

Atlantic Northeast 
Southeast United States 
Hackensack 

Hudson  
 
Alumni Trustees (3) 
At-Large Trustees 
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Regional Councils 

East Coast Regional Council (2005-06)  

Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, New York, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, Delaware, New Jersey, Maryland, 
Washington D.C., Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Virginia 

 
Council Co-Chairs:  

Brian Wispelwey '76, Charlottesville, VA  

Catherine Vander Brug '64, Lexington, MA  

 

Bretton Bolt '91, Eldersburg, MD 

Alexander Dragt '58, Silver Spring, MD 

Gerald Gabrielse '73, Lexington, MA 

Marvin Kosters '60, Clifton, VA 

Frederick Sievert, Stamford, CT 

Harry Stout, III '69, New Haven, CT 

Mary Vinson, Arlington, VA 

David Visbeen '78, Midland Park, NJ 

Robert Voogt '72, Virginia Beach, VA 

John Waanders '81, New York, NY 

Midwest Regional Council (2005-06)  

Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Nebraska, Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, and Wisconsin 
 
Council Chair: 

Gordon S. Hassing '64, Cincinnati, OH 

  
Brian A. Boomsma '79, Munster, IN 
Loren D. Buurma '75, Willard, OH 
Robert L. Decker '69, Louisville, KY 
Don A. DeGraff '73, South Holland, IL 
James R. Gage '60, North Oaks, MN 
Mary Gage '60, North Oaks, MN 
Richard A. Hamilton, Downers Grove, IL 

Eric E. Hobbs '82, Milwaukee, WI 
Terry F. Hoogenboom, Goshen, IN 
James C. Jacobsen, Creve Coeur, MO 
Christine J. Mastandrea '87, Waite Hill, OH 
Jane M. Brasser Shaver '82, Cedarburg, WI 
Gerald A. Talen '49, Shelby, MI 
Philip J. VanReken '78, Lombard, IL 
Thelma F. Venema '62, Crown Point, IN 
Paul J. Zwier, Jr. '76, Knoxville, TN 

  

Faculty Senate Membership 
(as of January 23, 2006) 
ex officio: 

Gaylen Byker, President  
Joel Carpenter, Provost  
Dean Ward, Academic Dean  
Uko Zylstra, Academic Dean 

officers:  
Chair: Gaylen Byker 
Vice-Chair: Karin Maag  
Secretary: Ron Sjoerdsma 

 
Term Ending 8/31/06 Department Division 

Department Representatives 

Frank Speyers Art Language, Literature, and Arts 

Jan Koop Mathematics & Statistics Natural Sciences and Math 

Jeff Nyhoff Computer Science Natural Sciences and Math 

Richard Whitekettle Religion Contextual Disciplines 

Ray Slager Economics & Business Social Sciences 

Brooks Kuykendall  Music Language, Literature, and Arts 

Glenn Fetzer  French  Language, Literature, and Arts 

Arlene Hoogewerf  Biology NSM 

Dwight Ten Huisen (Fall)  Spanish Language, Literature, and Arts 

Marilyn Bierling (Spring)  Spanish Language, Literature, and Arts 

Division Representatives 

Kurt Schaefer  Economics & Business  Social Sciences 

Clarence Joldersma  Education  Contextual Disciplines 

Chris de Groot  Religion  Contextual Disciplines 

At-Large Representatives 

Dale Cooper  Student Life n/a  

Paulo Ribeiro  Engineering  Natural Sciences and Math 

Non-Teaching Faculty 

Bob Crow  Student Life n/a  
 



12  ADMINISTRATION AND TRUSTEES 

Term Ending 8/31/07 Department Division 

Department Representatives 

Johnathan Bascom Geology, Geography & Environmental Studies Natural Sciences and Math 

Doug Vander Griend Chemistry Natural Sciences and Math 

Linda Welker Communication Arts & Sciences Language, Literature, and Arts 

Corwin Smidt Political Science Social Sciences 

Ron Sjoerdsma Education Contextual Disciplines 

Jennifer Holberg (fall) English Language, Literature, and Arts 

Chad Engbers (spring) English Language, Literature, and Arts 

Frans van Liere History Contextual Disciplines 

Gillian McIntosh Classical Languages Language, Literature, and Arts 

Division Representatives 

Leslie Mathews French Language, Literature, and Arts 

Adel Abadeer Economics & Business Social Sciences 

At-Large Representatives 

Kim Gall Health, Physical Education, Recreation, Dance & Sports Social Sciences 

Paul Moes Psychology Social Sciences 

Calvin Stapert Music Language, Literature, and Arts 

Non-Teaching Faculty 

Ellen Monsma Off -Campus Programs n/a 
 

Term Ending 8/31/08 Department Division 

 Department Representatives  

 Robert Terborg  Psychology Social Sciences 

 David Smith  German Language, Literature, and Arts 

 Steve Vander Leest   Engineering  Natural Sciences and Math 

 Bethany Gordon   Nursing  Natural Sciences and Math 

 Fred De Jong   Sociology Social Sciences 

Paul Harper  Physics & Astronomy  Natural Sciences and Math 

 Lee Hardy  Philosophy Contextual Disciplines 

 Jim Timmer Jr.  HPERDS Social Sciences 

Division Representatives  

 Anna Greidanus Probes  Art Language, Literature, and Arts 

 Karen Muyskens  Chemistry Natural Sciences and Math 

 Matt Walhout   Physics & Astronomy Natural Sciences and Math 

At-Large Representatives  

 Jan Heerspink   Student Academic Services  n/a  

 Shirley Roels   Lilly Vocation Project n/a  

 Tom Steenwyk  Registrar n/a 

 Vice-Chair  

 Karin Maag  History Contextual Disciplines 
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Academic Affairs 

Academic Divisions 

Division of Languages, Literature, and Arts  

Art 
Classical Languages 
Communication Arts and Sciences 
English 
French 
Germanic and Asian Languages and Literatures 
Music 
Spanish  

 

Division of Social Sciences 

Economics and Business 

Health, Physical Education, Recreation, Dance, and Sport 
Political Science 
Psychology 
Sociology and Social Work 

 

Division of Natural Sciences and Mathematics 

Biology 
Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Computer Science 
Engineering 
Geology, Geography, and Environmental Studies 
Mathematics and Statistics 
Nursing 
Physics and Astronomy  

 

Division of Contextual Disciplines 

Education 

History 
Philosophy 
Religion 

 

Department Chairpersons 
Art 

David Diephouse 
Biology 

David De Heer 
Chemistry and Biochemistry 

Ronald Blankespoor 
Classical Languages 

Mark Williams 
Communication Arts and Sciences  

Helen Sterk 
Computer Science 

Keith Vander Linden 
Economics and Business 

David Cook 
Education 

Robert Keeley 
Engineering 

Wayne Wentzheimer 
English 

James Vanden Bosch 
French 

Otto Selles 
Geology, Geography, and Environmental Studies 

Ralph Stearley 
Germanic and Asian Languages and Literatures 

Herman De Vries 

History 
Douglas Howard 

Health, Physical Education, Recreation, Dance, and Sport 
Glen Van Andel 

Mathematics and Statistics  
Thomas Jager 

Music  
Bert Polman 

Nursing 
Mary Molewyk Doornbos 

Philosophy 
Delvin Ratzsch 

Physics and Astronomy  
Steven Steenwyk 

Political Science 
William Stevenson 

Psychology  
Scott Stehouwer 

Religion 
Kenneth Pomykala 

Sociology and Social Work 
Cheryl Brandsen 

Spanish  
Marilyn Bierling 
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Academic Majors and Minors 
 

Accounting  
African Studies 
Archaeology 
Pre-Architecture 
Art  

Education 
Fine Arts  
History 
Studio 

Asian Studies 
Astronomy 
Biochemistry 
Biology 
Biotechnology 
Business 

Business/Mathematics 
Business/Social Science 
Chemistry 
Chinese 
Classical Languages 
Classical Studies 
Communication Arts & Sciences  

Business Communication 
Digital Communication  
Film Studies  
Media Production 
Media Studies 
Rhetoric 
Speech Pathology & Audiology 
Theatre 

Computer Science  
Information Systems 

Dance 
Dutch 
Economics  

Economics/Mathematics 
Economics/Social Science 

Education 
Bilingual 
Earth/Space Science 
Early Childhood 
Elementary 
English as a 2nd Language 
Secondary Special 

Engineering  
Chemical 
Civil & Environmental 
Electrical & Computer 
Mechanical 

English 
Environmental Science 
Environmental Studies 

French 
Gender Studies  
Geography 
Geology 
German 
Greek 
Health Education 
History  
Information Systems 
International Development 
International Relations 
Japanese 
Journalism 
Latin 
Pre-Law 
Linguistics 
Mathematics & Statistics 
Mathematics 
Pre-Medicine 
Medieval Studies 
Missions 

Music 
Applied Education 
History 
Instrumental 
Theory & Composition 
Vocal 

Worship  
Natural Resources 
Natural Science 
Netherlandic Studies 
Nursing 
Pre-Occupational Therapy 
Pre-Optometry 
Pre-Pharmacy 
Philosophy 

Physical Education 
Pre-Physical Therapy 
Pre-Physician Assistant 
Physics 
Political Science  

International Relations 
Public Administration 

Psychology 
Recreation 
Recreation Therapy 
Religion 
Pre-Seminary 
Social Work 
Sociology 
Spanish 
Teacher Certification 
Urban Studies 
Pre-Veterinary Studies 
Writing 
Youth Ministry Leadership

Academic Program Highlights 

Student Summer Research 

Opportunities for undergraduate summer research continue to expand for Calvin students. In 2005 an all-time high of 15 students 
were funded as McGregor Research Fellows to work with faculty partners on topics in the humanities and social sciences (see their 
names and subjects at: http://www.calvin.edu/admin/provost/scholars/students/mcgregor/fellows_2005.htm). Some 70 students 
worked as research assistants in the natural sciences (50 on campus, 20 off-campus).  Calvin also received two Earhart Emerging 
Scholars grants through the Michigan Colleges Foundation to support presentations by two McGregor students at the Michigan 
Academy of Sciences meeting.   

Honors Program 

Two Calvin graduates received Fulbright Student Grants in 2005 to support their international research.  Aaron Iverson (class of 
2005), will spend 2005-2006 studying sustainable agriculture at the Universidad Nacional Agraria La Molina in Peru.  James 
Robin King (class of 2004), is studying the application of Islamic teaching on non-violence to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict at the 
University of Jordan's Center for Strategic Studies in Amman.  Bruce Berglund (History) is Calvinõs Fulbright advisor. 

Summer Camps 

 The 35th annual Knollcrest Music Camp hosted 386 campers this summer over two weeks.  Offerings included concert band, 
jazz band, orchestra, choir, musical theater, and a variety of other music classes. 

 The Wetlands and Woodlands Camp at the Ecosystem Preserve hosted over 50 campers this summer.  Some campers learned 
about insects and bugs during two June sessions and others studied earth, air, and water during three sessions in July.   




