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Select Language   <- No need to translate page titles, respondents will not see these
Welcome to the Christian Reformed Church in North America 150th Anniversary Survey!

Please select a language:

{Choose one}

(*) American English (colorful)

( ) Canadian English (colourful)

Welcome

Welcome!

Welcome to the Christian Reformed Church's 150th Anniversary Survey! Thank you so much for responding.

MANY PARTS, ONE BODY

One goal of this survey is to measure both change and continuity in the Christian Reformed Church (the "CRC"). For some of you, the CRC has been part of your life and family for generations. For others, the CRC is just an umbrella organization to which the church you attend happens to belong. Others fall in between. We are glad every one of you is participating. We hope this survey will make each of you feel welcome and give you an opportunity to give input on issues that matter for your church.

HEALTHY CONGREGATIONS

The CRC denomination is pursuing an increasing emphasis on the concept of "healthy congregations"--congregations that are transforming lives and communities, at home and abroad. The survey is intended to help local churches and denominational leaders recognize how healthy our congregations are and how they might become healthier.

ABOUT TAKING THE SURVEY

Some things you should know:

- The survey takes about 20 to 30 minutes to complete.

- Your response is completely anonymous and confidential.

- No participating congregation will be singled out for praise or criticism. Denominational officials will not know which congregations got "high marks" and which did not. Please don't hesitate to say what you think!

- If you need to stop in mid-survey and continue later, just click SAVE below and follow the instructions.

Thank you! To continue the survey, just click NEXT below.

Select Church

Identify Your Congregation

Please indicate which Christian Reformed Church invited you to participate in this survey.

In which country is your congregation located?

{Choose one}

( ) Canada

( ) United States

Select the church that invited you to the survey by province, city or town, and name:

{Choose one}

( ) AB - Barrhead - Barrhead CRC

( ) AB - Blackfalds - Woody Nook CRC

( ) AB - Brooks - Brooks CRC

( ) AB - Burdett - Burdett CRC

… omit most of list to save space

( ) SK - Regina - Indian Metis Christian Fellowship CRC

( ) SK - Regina - Sonlight Community CRC

( ) SK - Saskatoon - Bethel CRC

( ) I can't find my church on this list

Select the church that invited you to the survey by state, city or town, and name:

{Choose one}

( ) AK - Anchorage - Alaska Korean CRC

( ) AK - Anchorage - Crosspoint Community CRC

( ) AK - Anchorage - Trinity CRC

( ) AK - Barrow - Barrow Korean CRC

… omit most of list to save space

 ( ) WI - Waupun - Bethel CRC

( ) WI - Waupun - First CRC

( ) WI - Wisconsin Rapids - New Hope Community CRC

( ) I can't find my church on this list!

Can't find your church? Please try again, or select the very last answer option.

Nickname Church

Note to translators:  Do not translate “[CongName]”, etc. – this is a variable used by the computer server to plug in the name of the church

[If Country = Canada] Thank you. You selected "[CongNameCan]".

[If Country = US] Thank you. You selected "[CongNameUS]".

If this is incorrect, please click BACK below and correct your selection.

Now, please replace "our church" below with a short nickname for this church you would prefer to use to refer to it throughout the survey (such as "First CRC" or "Hometown Community"); this information will be used only to remind you which church is being asked about.

{Enter text answer}

[ our church                           <- do translate “our church”!                                                                ]

Healthy Congregations

Healthy Congregations

The survey focuses on your perceptions of your church's health on a number of measures and about your role within the congregation. This survey is not a test that you or your church must pass, it is a learning opportunity for all of us. Please choose the best answer you can; if a question is hard to answer or seems inappropriate, just mark "Unsure" or skip it and move on.

Tell us how healthy you believe [CongName] is in each of the following areas.

Church health:

Centrality of the Bible

{Choose one}

( ) Very unhealthy

( ) Somewhat unhealthy

( ) Somewhat healthy

( ) Very healthy

( ) Unsure

Community and global outreach

{Choose one}

( ) Very unhealthy

( ) Somewhat unhealthy

( ) Somewhat healthy

( ) Very healthy

( ) Unsure

Loving relationships

{Choose one}

( ) Very unhealthy

( ) Somewhat unhealthy

( ) Somewhat healthy

( ) Very healthy

( ) Unsure

Generous stewardship

{Choose one}

( ) Very unhealthy

( ) Somewhat unhealthy

( ) Somewhat healthy

( ) Very healthy

( ) Unsure

Disciple-making

{Choose one}

( ) Very unhealthy

( ) Somewhat unhealthy

( ) Somewhat healthy

( ) Very healthy

( ) Unsure

Clear mission or vision

{Choose one}

( ) Very unhealthy

( ) Somewhat unhealthy

( ) Somewhat healthy

( ) Very healthy

( ) Unsure

Justice and righteousness advocate

{Choose one}

( ) Very unhealthy

( ) Somewhat unhealthy

( ) Somewhat healthy

( ) Very healthy

( ) Unsure

Children and youth ministry

{Choose one}

( ) Very unhealthy

( ) Somewhat unhealthy

( ) Somewhat healthy

( ) Very healthy

( ) Unsure

Authentic spirituality

{Choose one}

( ) Very unhealthy

( ) Somewhat unhealthy

( ) Somewhat healthy

( ) Very healthy

( ) Unsure

Transforming worship

{Choose one}

( ) Very unhealthy

( ) Somewhat unhealthy

( ) Somewhat healthy

( ) Very healthy

( ) Unsure

Servant leadership

{Choose one}

( ) Very unhealthy

( ) Somewhat unhealthy

( ) Somewhat healthy

( ) Very healthy

( ) Unsure

Church statements 1

For each statement about [CongName] below, indicate how true you think it is.

About [CongName]:

Our church encourages us to apply the Bible to every area of our lives.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

The people of our church have an in-depth knowledge of the Bible.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our church encourages us to support denominational ministries.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

In the past 12 months, un-churched people have joined our church.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our church provides a variety of small groups to foster community and accountability.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our church promotes loving relationships that cross racial, social, economic, and political lines.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our church encourages the practice of spiritual disciplines such as prayer, Bible reading, silence, and solitude.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our church teaches me how to forgive people who have hurt me deeply.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Church statements 2

For each statement about [CongName] below, indicate how true you think it is.

About [CongName]:

Our church's worship services intentionally engage both Christians and non-Christians.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

People from diverse age groups participate in the leadership of our church's worship services.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Specific individuals in our church are being intentionally trained to become church or ministry leaders.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

In the past six months, someone in leadership has talked with me about my spiritual life.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our church encourages people to give generously.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our church makes effective use of financial resources to meet priorities.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

When people join our church, there is a clear expectation that they will engage in a lifelong process of following Jesus.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our church encourages its people to talk openly about their faith.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Church statements 3

For each statement about [CongName] below, indicate how true you think it is.

About [CongName]:

Our church meaningfully includes single adults.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our church has a clear vision of where God is leading us.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

People at our church know what our mission and vision are.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our church works toward eliminating racism in church and society.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our church is hospitable to people with physical and cognitive disabilities.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our church has developed an overall plan for its ministry with children and youth.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

The youth of our church are intentionally mentored by seasoned Christians in addition to their parents.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our church is good at enfolding its children and youth into the life of our congregation.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Health

Please describe [CongName]'s general health currently, compared to five years ago.

Current health

{Choose one}

( ) Awful

( ) Poor

( ) Fair

( ) Good

( ) Great

( ) Unsure

Health five years ago

{Choose one}

( ) Awful

( ) Poor

( ) Fair

( ) Good

( ) Great

( ) Unsure

Please describe [CongName]'s financial health currently, compared to five years ago.

Current financial health

{Choose one}

( ) Awful

( ) Poor

( ) Fair

( ) Good

( ) Great

( ) Unsure

Financial health five years ago

{Choose one}

( ) Awful

( ) Poor

( ) Fair

( ) Good

( ) Great

( ) Unsure

Life cycle set 1

Church Vitality

For each statement about [CongName] below, indicate how true you think it is.

New, exciting programs are being added to meet demand.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our church has too many staff for the amount of ministry we do.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our church leaders are more concerned about following rules than setting program goals.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Members of this congregation are more disconnected from each other than five years ago.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our church is becoming a place where people can be open about their hurts and concerns.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our church has the right organizational structure for its size and ministry.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our church has more programs than our congregation is able to sustain.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

This congregation eagerly expects and looks for visitors as potential members.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

It is easier today to find volunteers to staff church programs than five years ago.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Life cycle set 2

For each statement about [CongName] below, indicate how true you think it is.

Our church leaders are doing things the same way as they did five years ago.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

We are always understaffed for the programs we need.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

New people don't feel very welcome at our church.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our church seems to have lost its mission and vision.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our congregation is growing in our ability to welcome people who are different from us.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

New people seem to fit right in at our church.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Our church has a clear mandate of what it wants to accomplish within the next five years.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

There is a spirit in our church that makes it easy to generate new programs.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Most of our church programs seem old, tired and ineffective.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Life cycle item

The life cycle of a church can be likened to the life cycle of a person. From the following life cycle stages of a person, circle the one that comes closest to where you think your congregation is today.

{Choose one}

( ) Infancy or childhood

( ) Adolescence

( ) Young adulthood

( ) Maturing adulthood

( ) Elderly

( ) Dying

( ) Unsure

Components of Worship

Some Components of Worship

A major topic of discussion in churches today is the value of new styles of learning for worshipping God and studying together as a body. For each row below, please give two answers: how frequently [CongName] engages in this kind of activity during worship and how much value each activity has in your opinion.

Audiovisual presentation (such as a movie or slide show) - Frequency at [CongName]

{Choose one}

( ) Never

( ) Rare

( ) Some

( ) Often

( ) Unsure

Audiovisual presentation (such as a movie or slide show) - Value for worship

{Choose one}

( ) None

( ) Some

( ) Much

( ) Unsure

Children's message or participation - Frequency at [CongName]

{Choose one}

( ) Never

( ) Rare

( ) Some

( ) Often

( ) Unsure

Children's message or participation - Value for worship

{Choose one}

( ) None

( ) Some

( ) Much

( ) Unsure

Drama or dramatic reading - Frequency at [CongName]

{Choose one}

( ) Never

( ) Rare

( ) Some

( ) Often

( ) Unsure

Drama or dramatic reading - Value for worship

{Choose one}

( ) None

( ) Some

( ) Much

( ) Unsure

Group discussion or deliberation - Frequency at [CongName]

{Choose one}

( ) Never

( ) Rare

( ) Some

( ) Often

( ) Unsure

Group discussion or deliberation - Value for worship

{Choose one}

( ) None

( ) Some

( ) Much

( ) Unsure

Missionary or service team report - Frequency at [CongName]

{Choose one}

( ) Never

( ) Rare

( ) Some

( ) Often

( ) Unsure

Missionary or service team report - Value for worship

{Choose one}

( ) None

( ) Some

( ) Much

( ) Unsure

Personal testimonies - Frequency at [CongName]

{Choose one}

( ) Never

( ) Rare

( ) Some

( ) Often

( ) Unsure

Personal testimonies - Value for worship

{Choose one}

( ) None

( ) Some

( ) Much

( ) Unsure

Story telling by a pastor - Frequency at [CongName]

{Choose one}

( ) Never

( ) Rare

( ) Some

( ) Often

( ) Unsure

Story telling by a pastor - Value for worship

{Choose one}

( ) None

( ) Some

( ) Much

( ) Unsure

Story telling by others - Frequency at [CongName]

{Choose one}

( ) Never

( ) Rare

( ) Some

( ) Often

( ) Unsure

Story telling by others - Value for worship

{Choose one}

( ) None

( ) Some

( ) Much

( ) Unsure

Question-and-answer time with a preacher or presenter - Frequency at [CongName]

{Choose one}

( ) Never

( ) Rare

( ) Some

( ) Often

( ) Unsure

Question-and-answer time with a preacher or presenter - Value for worship

{Choose one}

( ) None

( ) Some

( ) Much

( ) Unsure

Worship Styles

Which of the following words best describe your preferences for the style of a worship service? Check all that apply:

{Choose all that apply}

( ) Liturgical

( ) Traditional

( ) Blended

( ) Contemporary

( ) No preference

( ) Other, please specify: [                                ]

Successful pastors

Pastoral Characteristics

From the list of 10 possible characteristics of a successful pastor, tell us how important you think each is.

Importance of characteristics:

A personable individual who mixes easily with church members

{Choose one}

( ) Not Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Very Important

( ) Unsure

An eager evangelist who regularly presents the gospel to non-Christians

{Choose one}

( ) Not Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Very Important

( ) Unsure

An effective teacher who always leads several church school classes

{Choose one}

( ) Not Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Very Important

( ) Unsure

An efficient administrator who keeps the church running smoothly

{Choose one}

( ) Not Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Very Important

( ) Unsure

A dynamic preacher who delivers Biblical, relevant sermons

{Choose one}

( ) Not Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Very Important

( ) Unsure

A leader who opens up opportunities and new options.

{Choose one}

( ) Not Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Very Important

( ) Unsure

A caring pastor who responds quickly to the needs of members

{Choose one}

( ) Not Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Very Important

( ) Unsure

An accepting person who frequently interacts with non-CRC pastors.

{Choose one}

( ) Not Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Very Important

( ) Unsure

A denominational leader who serves on boards and committees

{Choose one}

( ) Not Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Very Important

( ) Unsure

About Yourself 1

Individuals in Healthy Congregations

For each statement below, indicate how true they are about yourself.

About Yourself

The Bible is my primary rule and guide for life.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

I engage regularly in conversations about the Bible with others.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

I intentionally build relationships with non-Christians.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

I pray for specific people who do not know Jesus Christ.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

I am connected with others in my church through a small group.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

I trust that I will be cared for by people in my church when I am hurting.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

In the past six months, I have talked with someone in my congregation about my spiritual life.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

I ask for God's wisdom and guidance in making daily decisions.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

About Yourself 2

For each statement below, indicate how true they are about yourself.

About Yourself

I am inspired to act upon what I hear and learn in the preaching of the Word.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

I approach the worship services of our church with anticipation that God will move my heart.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

I am encouraged by leaders to share my faith story.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

I am sure that someone in leadership will listen to me when I have concerns.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

In the past 12 months, I made a change in my life because of the danger of greed and materialism.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

In the past 12 months, I've taken specific actions that reflect my stewardship of God's creation.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

In this congregation, I participate in opportunities to learn and grow.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

About Yourself 3

For each statement below, indicate how true they are about yourself.

About Yourself

Someone in this church shows concern about my development as a disciple of Jesus.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

As a part of this congregation, I know what is expected of me.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

I am needed to achieve our church's mission and vision.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

I take specific actions (e.g. give time and/or money to causes, communicate to government officials) to promote justice and righteousness.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

I have taken specific actions to simplify my lifestyle.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

In the last year I have intentionally encouraged a child or young person in their spiritual life.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

I have accepted changes in the church that have helped us be more responsive to children or youth.

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely untrue

( ) Hardly true

( ) Somewhat true

( ) Mostly true

( ) Definitely true

( ) Unsure

Spiritual Condition

Which option below best describes your current spiritual condition?

{Choose one}

( ) I am not a Christian.

( ) I am not yet a Christian but am seeking God.

( ) I am a Christian but quite new at living my faith.

( ) I am a committed Christian but still maturing.

( ) I am a mature Christian.

( ) Unsure

How would you say your spiritual life and faith has changed over the last 12 months?

{Choose one}

( ) Has declined significantly

( ) Has declined a little

( ) Has been stable

( ) Has grown a little

( ) Has grown significantly

( ) Unsure

Reformed worldview 1

Thoughts on the Reformed Worldview

In your view, how important is each of the following to being a Reformed Christian? 

Part 1 of 2; Mark one answer on each line.

Viewing Scripture as inspired, infallible and authoritative

{Choose one}

( ) Least Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Most Important

( ) Unsure

Having a personal relationship with Jesus

{Choose one}

( ) Least Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Most Important

( ) Unsure

Confessing that Jesus is Lord of all

{Choose one}

( ) Least Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Most Important

( ) Unsure

Holding to the historic creeds of the church

{Choose one}

( ) Least Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Most Important

( ) Unsure

Daily reading the Bible

{Choose one}

( ) Least Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Most Important

( ) Unsure

Developing a world-and-life view that relates Christ to culture

{Choose one}

( ) Least Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Most Important

( ) Unsure

Believing that Scripture is the Word of God

{Choose one}

( ) Least Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Most Important

( ) Unsure

Living a life obedient to the Lord Jesus

{Choose one}

( ) Least Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Most Important

( ) Unsure

Reformed worldview 2

In your view, how important is each of the following to being a Reformed Christian? 

Part 2 of 2; Mark one answer on each line.

Obeying the cultural mandate

{Choose one}

( ) Least Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Most Important

( ) Unsure

Understanding life as sin, salvation, and service

{Choose one}

( ) Least Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Most Important

( ) Unsure

Celebrating our new life in Christ

{Choose one}

( ) Least Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Most Important

( ) Unsure

Pursuing social justice in society

{Choose one}

( ) Least Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Most Important

( ) Unsure

Accepting the 5 points of Calvinism (TULIP)

{Choose one}

( ) Least Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Most Important

( ) Unsure

Renewing life in the Holy Spirit

{Choose one}

( ) Least Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Most Important

( ) Unsure

Being a change agent in restoring the Kingdom of God

{Choose one}

( ) Least Important

( ) Somewhat Important

( ) Most Important

( ) Unsure 

Individual church Attendance

About Your Participation at Your Church

How often do you attend Sunday morning worship services?

{Choose one}

( ) Every Sunday

( ) Two or three Sundays a month

( ) One Sunday a month

( ) Less than one Sunday a month

( ) Never

( ) No answer

How often do you attend Sunday evening worship services?

{Choose one}

( ) Every Sunday

( ) Two or three Sundays a month

( ) One Sunday a month

( ) Less than one Sunday a month

( ) Never

( ) [CongName] does not have evening services

( ) No answer

Enthusiasm and recruitment

How much enthusiasm do you feel, in general, about the work and programs of [CongName]?

{Choose one}

( ) Very high enthusiasm

( ) Moderately high enthusiasm

( ) Moderately low enthusiasm

( ) Very low enthusiasm

( ) Unsure

Which of the following is closest to describing the situation at [CongName]?

{Choose one}

( ) We do not have any problem getting people to accept volunteer leadership roles.

( ) Recruiting volunteer leaders is a continual challenge, but we eventually find enough willing people.

( ) We cannot find enough people willing to serve.

( ) Unsure

Participation

In what ways have you been involved in [CongName]? 

Check as many as apply, including both former and current activities.

{Choose all that apply}

( ) Sunday or church school teacher

( ) Choir member

( ) Small group member

( ) Small group leader

( ) Church committee member

( ) Church committee chairperson

( ) Deacon

( ) Elder

( ) Council or consistory officer

( ) Organist or pianist

( ) Other instrumentalist

( ) Pastor (senior, associate, youth, etc.)

( ) Praise team

( ) Usher or greeter

( ) Worship leader

( ) Youth leader

( ) Administrator

( ) Custodian

( ) None of the above

( ) Other (specify): [                                ]

Attend classes frequency

How often do you attend church education classes for adults at [CongName] (aside from Bible studies)?

{Choose one}

( ) Every week

( ) Almost every week

( ) Two or three times a month

( ) Once a month

( ) Less than once a month

( ) Never

( ) Does not apply - our church does not have church education classes for adults.

( ) Unsure

Individual devotional frequency

How often do you:

Read the Bible?

{Choose one}

( ) More than once a day

( ) Daily

( ) Several times a week

( ) Weekly

( ) Less than weekly

( ) Never

( ) Unsure

Have personal devotions?

{Choose one}

( ) More than once a day

( ) Daily

( ) Several times a week

( ) Weekly

( ) Less than weekly

( ) Never

( ) Unsure

Pray privately?

{Choose one}

( ) More than once a day

( ) Daily

( ) Several times a week

( ) Weekly

( ) Less than weekly

( ) Never

( ) Unsure

Have family devotions in your home?

{Choose one}

( ) More than once a day

( ) Daily

( ) Several times a week

( ) Weekly

( ) Less than weekly

( ) Never

( ) Unsure

Pray with a prayer group at your church?

{Choose one}

( ) More than once a day

( ) Daily

( ) Several times a week

( ) Weekly

( ) Less than weekly

( ) Never

( ) Unsure

Hours per month

Please indicate how much time you spent during an average month over the last year in each of the following:

Monthly hours:

Attending programs or events at your church (other than worship services)

{Choose one}

( ) Zero

( ) 1-2

( ) 3-5

( ) 6-10

( ) 11-20

( ) 20 plus

( ) Unsure

Volunteering at your church

{Choose one}

( ) Zero

( ) 1-2

( ) 3-5

( ) 6-10

( ) 11-20

( ) 20 plus

( ) Unsure

Volunteering for another organization or program

{Choose one}

( ) Zero

( ) 1-2

( ) 3-5

( ) 6-10

( ) 11-20

( ) 20 plus

( ) Unsure

Decision making

Church Decision-Making

Which of the following statements best describes your involvement in the making of important decisions in [CongName]?

{Choose one}

( ) I have been given the opportunity and often participate in decision-making.

( ) I have been given the opportunity, but don't usually get involved in decision-making.

( ) I have been given the opportunity and occasionally get involved in decision-making.

( ) I have not been given an opportunity to be involved, and this is fine with me.

( ) I have not been given an opportunity to be involved, and I am not happy with this.

( ) Unsure

Leadership and decision-making

How much influence do you feel that ordinary people have on the decision-making at your church?

{Choose one}

( ) Too much

( ) Just right

( ) Not enough

( ) Unsure

How much do you trust the leaders of your church?

{Choose one}

( ) High level of trust

( ) Medium level of trust

( ) Low level of trust

( ) Unsure

Stewardship trios 1

Stewardship

For each set of three statements below, choose which statement is most true about yourself. Even if there is not an exact description that fits you among the choices, please choose the one that comes closest to describing you.

{Choose one}

( ) I believe in being intentional about giving and each year I set giving goals.

( ) I would like to be more intentional about giving but I spend little or no time doing that.

( ) I believe I don't have to be intentional about giving, just that I should be giving.

( ) Unsure

{Choose one}

( ) I make it a habit to give to God first before other expenditures.

( ) I often end up giving to God what is left over instead of giving to him first.

( ) I give when I can.

( ) Unsure

Stewardship trios 2

For each set of three statements below, choose which statement is most true about yourself. Even if there is not an exact description that fits you among the choices, please choose the one that comes closest to describing you.

{Choose one}

( ) I tend to take care of my personal needs before I think about giving.

( ) I tend not to give priority to either giving or my personal needs.

( ) I tend to set aside money for giving before I take care of my personal needs.

( ) Unsure

{Choose one}

( ) How I use my time is mostly motivated by my sense of service to God.

( ) My use of time sometimes is motivated by my sense of service to God, but more often I use it selfishly.

( ) Most often I use my time selfishly without regard to God.

( ) Unsure

Stewardship trios 3

For each set of three statements below, choose which statement is most true about yourself. Even if there is not an exact description that fits you among the choices, please choose the one that comes closest to describing you.

{Choose one}

( ) I believe God cares about how I spend my money and I think about how to please Him with my spending.

( ) I find that I often spend first and then later think about how God would want me to spend.

( ) I think how I spend my money is my own business.

( ) Unsure

{Choose one}

( ) Clearly in my lifestyle, my spending decisions are shaped by Scripture rather than by culture.

( ) Sometimes my spending decisions are shaped by Scripture, sometimes by culture.

( ) I don't pay much attention to whether my spending decisions are shaped by Scripture or by culture.

( ) Unsure

Stewardship trios 4

For each set of three statements below, choose which statement is most true about yourself. Even if there is not an exact description that fits you among the choices, please choose the one that comes closest to describing you.

{Choose one}

( ) I believe I should give at least 10% of my gross income to my church & other charitable causes, and I do.

( ) I believe I should give at least 10% of my gross income to my church & other charitable causes, but I don't.

( ) I believe I should give whatever I want to my church and other charitable causes.

( ) Unsure

{Choose one}

( ) My giving is mostly motivated by my gratitude to God.

( ) My giving sometimes is motivated by my gratitude to God but often I find myself giving out of obligation.

( ) God really isn't involved in why I give.

( ) Unsure

Stewardship trios 5

For each set of three statements below, choose which statement is most true about yourself. Even if there is not an exact description that fits you among the choices, please choose the one that comes closest to describing you.

{Choose one}

( ) I believe God cares about how I spend my time and I think about how to please Him by how I spend my time.

( ) I find that I often go about my day and later think how God would have wanted me to spend that time.

( ) I think how I spend my time is my own business.

( ) Unsure

{Choose one}

( ) I purposely control spending so that I can give more.

( ) Sometimes I control spending to give more but this is not a regular pattern.

( ) Most times I do not control spending to give more.

( ) Unsure

Financial contribution amounts

For the next two questions, please think for a moment about last year's charitable giving.

Approximately how much did your household contribute to all other charitable causes (excluding what you reported in the previous question).

{Choose one}

( ) Nothing

( ) $1-$499

( ) $500-$999

( ) $1,000-$1,499

( ) $1,500-$1,999

( ) $2,000-$2,499

( ) $2,500-$2,999

( ) $3,000-$3,499

( ) $3,500-$3,999

( ) $4,000-$4,499

( ) $4,500-$4,999

( ) $5,000-$7,499

( ) $7,500-$9,999

( ) $10,000-$14,999

( ) $15,000 or more

( ) I prefer not to disclose.

( ) Unsure

Approximately how much did your household contribute to [CongName] (excluding Christian education tuition but including regular giving, special fundraisers, and material goods). Indicate your best estimate by selecting one of the categories below.

{Choose one}

( ) Nothing

( ) $1-$499

( ) $500-$999

( ) $1,000-$1,499

( ) $1,500-$1,999

( ) $2,000-$2,499

( ) $2,500-$2,999

( ) $3,000-$3,499

( ) $3,500-$3,999

( ) $4,000-$4,499

( ) $4,500-$4,999

( ) $5,000-$7,499

( ) $7,500-$9,999

( ) $10,000-$14,999

( ) $15,000 or more

( ) I prefer not to disclose.

( ) Unsure

Belonging and loyalty

Belonging and Membership

Do you have a strong sense of belonging to [CongName]?

{Choose one}

( ) Yes, a strong sense of belonging that is growing

( ) Yes, a strong sense - about the same as last year

( ) Yes, but perhaps not as strong as in the past

( ) No, but I am new to [CongName]

( ) No, and I wish I did by now

( ) No, but I am happy as I am

( ) Unsure

How would you describe your loyalty to [CongName]?

{Choose one}

( ) I am very loyal to [CongName].

( ) I am somewhat loyal to [CongName].

( ) I am not very loyal to [CongName].

( ) I feel no loyalty to [CongName].

( ) Unsure

Commitment and membership

Every individual and family has particular needs and gifts with which to serve. Do you prefer a long-term relationship with a particular congregation, even if some needs go unmet and gifts go unused? Or do you find it best to attend the congregation that meets your (and your family's) needs and uses your gifts in the present?

{Choose one}

( ) Definitely prefer to meet needs and use gifts now

( ) Lean toward going where needs are met and gifts are used

( ) Neutral, don't lean either way

( ) Lean toward the long-term relationship, regardless of whether needs are met and gifts are used

( ) Definitely prefer a long-term relationship

( ) Unsure

Which of the following describes your connection with [CongName]?

{Choose one}

( ) Professing member (have made public profession of faith)

( ) Baptized member (have not made public profession of faith)

( ) Regular attender

( ) Occasional visitor

( ) None of the above

Baptism and Profession

Have you been baptized?

{Choose one}

( ) Yes

( ) No

( ) Unsure

At what age were you baptized?

{Enter text answer}

[                                                                                            ]

years; enter "0" for infant.

Were you baptized in a CRC congregation?

{Choose one}

( ) Yes

( ) No

( ) Unsure

Have you made a public profession of faith?

{Choose one}

( ) Yes

( ) No

( ) Unsure

At what age did you make profession of faith?

{Enter text answer}

[                                                                                            ]

Did you make profession in a CRC congregation?

{Choose one}

( ) Yes

( ) No

( ) Unsure

CRC relationships

Relationships with the Christian Reformed Church

How would you describe your loyalty to the Christian Reformed Church?

{Choose one}

( ) I am very loyal to the CRC.

( ) I am somewhat loyal to the CRC.

( ) I am not very loyal to the CRC.

( ) I feel no loyalty to the CRC.

( ) Unsure

How much of The Banner (the CRC's monthly magazine) do you usually read?

{Choose one}

( ) Read thoroughly each article or item

( ) Look through, stop and read several items of interest

( ) Skim through an article or two

( ) Just glance through

( ) I receive it, but I don't read it

( ) I don't receive The Banner

( ) Unsure

CRC experience

How many years have you attended:

Years attended:

at [CongName]

{Enter text answer}

[                                                                                            ]

at any CRC congregation, including [CongName]

{Enter text answer}

[                                                                                            ]

Look for new church in CRC?

Suppose you had to move to a new church; how likely would you be to seek a new church affiliated with the Christian Reformed Church?

{Choose one}

( ) Extremely likely (CRC affiliation is critical to me)

( ) Very likely

( ) Somewhat likely

( ) Not very likely

( ) Not at all likely (CRC affiliation is irrelevant to me)

( ) Unsure

Again, suppose you had to move to a new church; how likely would you be to seek a new church in the historic Reformed tradition of Christianity?

{Choose one}

( ) Extremely likely (the Reformed tradition is critical to me)

( ) Very likely

( ) Somewhat likely

( ) Not very likely

( ) Not at all likely (the Reformed tradition is irrelevant to me)

( ) Unsure

CRC connections

About how many people do you know in each category below who are in the Christian Reformed Church?

CRC connections among your:

Immediate family (parents, spouse and/or children)

{Choose one}

( ) None

( ) 1-2

( ) 3-5

( ) 6-10

( ) 10 plus

( ) Unsure

Extended family (grandparents, aunts and uncles, cousins, etc.)

{Choose one}

( ) None

( ) 1-2

( ) 3-5

( ) 6-10

( ) 10 plus

( ) Unsure

Friends, coworkers, schoolmates and neighbors

{Choose one}

( ) None

( ) 1-2

( ) 3-5

( ) 6-10

( ) 10 plus

( ) Unsure

Which generations of your ancestors have been involved in the Christian Reformed Church?

Check all that apply

{Choose all that apply}

( ) None, I'm the first generation

( ) My parents

( ) Some grandparents

( ) Some great-grandparents

( ) Great-great or more

( ) Unsure

Christian Day Schools

Christian Day Schools

Please indicate your agreement or disagreement with this statement: "Personal support for Christian day schools is a requirement to be part of a covenant community of believers."

{Choose one}

( ) Strongly disagree

( ) Disagree

( ) Neutral

( ) Agree

( ) Strongly agree

( ) Unsure

In the past year, how have you supported one or more Christian day schools?

Check all that apply.

{Choose all that apply}

( ) Paid tuition

( ) Gave a financial gift

( ) Participated in a fundraiser

( ) Volunteered time

( ) Prayer support

( ) None of the above

( ) Other, specify [                                ]

Ministries and agencies and health

CRC Ministries and Agencies

Now think about the health of [CongName]. In your opinion, how much have these CRC ministries and agencies contributed to it?

Contributed to [CongName]'s health:

Back to God Hour

{Choose one}

( ) Not at all

( ) A little

( ) Some

( ) A lot

( ) Unsure

Calvin College

{Choose one}

( ) Not at all

( ) A little

( ) Some

( ) A lot

( ) Unsure

Calvin Seminary

{Choose one}

( ) Not at all

( ) A little

( ) Some

( ) A lot

( ) Unsure

CRC Publications

{Choose one}

( ) Not at all

( ) A little

( ) Some

( ) A lot

( ) Unsure

Home Missions

{Choose one}

( ) Not at all

( ) A little

( ) Some

( ) A lot

( ) Unsure

World Missions

{Choose one}

( ) Not at all

( ) A little

( ) Some

( ) A lot

( ) Unsure

World Relief (CRWRC)

{Choose one}

( ) Not at all

( ) A little

( ) Some

( ) A lot

( ) Unsure

Small agencies

Still thinking of the health of [CongName], how much have these CRC ministries and agencies contributed to it?

Contributed to [CongName]'s health:

Abuse Prevention

{Choose one}

( ) Not at all

( ) A little

( ) Some

( ) A lot

( ) Unsure

Canadian Ministries

{Choose one}

( ) Not at all

( ) A little

( ) Some

( ) A lot

( ) Unsure

Chaplaincy Ministries

{Choose one}

( ) Not at all

( ) A little

( ) Some

( ) A lot

( ) Unsure

Disability Concerns

{Choose one}

( ) Not at all

( ) A little

( ) Some

( ) A lot

( ) Unsure

Dynamic Youth Ministries

{Choose one}

( ) Not at all

( ) A little

( ) Some

( ) A lot

( ) Unsure

Ministry Planning

{Choose one}

( ) Not at all

( ) A little

( ) Some

( ) A lot

( ) Unsure

Partners Worldwide

{Choose one}

( ) Not at all

( ) A little

( ) Some

( ) A lot

( ) Unsure

Pastor-Church Relations

{Choose one}

( ) Not at all

( ) A little

( ) Some

( ) A lot

( ) Unsure

Race Relations

{Choose one}

( ) Not at all

( ) A little

( ) Some

( ) A lot

( ) Unsure

Social Justice & Hunger

{Choose one}

( ) Not at all

( ) A little

( ) Some

( ) A lot

( ) Unsure

Most important thing

OPTIONAL COMMENT:

In what way could CRC ministries and agencies strengthen your church?

{Enter answer in paragraph form}

[ 

 ]

Gender, age, marital

About You

Are you:

{Choose one}

( ) female

( ) male

What is your current age?

{Enter text answer}

[     ]  years

Please check any marital status that applies to you.

{Choose all that apply}

( ) Single, never married

( ) Married once

( ) Separated or divorced

( ) Widowed

( ) Remarried

( ) Other [                                ]

Children

How many dependent children under age 18 do you have living with you?

{Choose one}

( ) None

( ) One

( ) Two

( ) Three

( ) Four

( ) Five or more

( ) Unsure

Children in Christian school

How many dependent children under age 18 do you have living with you who attend a private Christian school?

{Choose one}

( ) None

( ) One

( ) Two

( ) Three

( ) Four

( ) Five or more

( ) Unsure

Children in Sunday School

Do your children regularly attend Sunday School/catechism classes?

{Choose one}

( ) Yes, through sixth grade

( ) Yes, through junior high

( ) Yes, through high school

( ) No

( ) I have no children of that age

( ) Other (specify) [                                ]

Race and ethnicity

How would you describe yourself? Check as many as apply.

{Choose all that apply}

( ) North American Indian/Aboriginal

( ) Asian/Asian American

( ) Black/African American

( ) Hispanic/Latino

( ) Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander

( ) White/Caucasian/Anglo

( ) Prefer not to say

( ) Other [                                ]

What is your ethnic identity? (Examples: African American, Dutch, French, German, Japanese, Korean, Mexican, Navajo, Puerto Rican, Vietnamese, etc.)

{Enter text answer}

[                                                                                            ]

Education and schools

Please choose the highest level of education you have achieved.

{Choose one}

( ) 8 years or less

( ) Some high school

( ) High school graduate

( ) Technical/trade school

( ) Some college

( ) College graduate

( ) Post-graduate education

( ) Prefer not to say
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Which of the following schools have you attended? Check as many as apply.

{Choose all that apply}

( ) Christian day school (primary or secondary)

( ) Public school (primary or secondary)

( ) Secular private school (primary or secondary)

( ) Calvin College

( ) Other denominationally-related college(s):

Dordt, Trinity, Kuyper College (formerly RBC), Redeemer, Kings, etc.

( ) Other private or church-related college(s)

( ) Public college(s) or university(ies)

( ) None of the above

( ) Other [                                ]

Disabilities in household

Is there anyone living in your household with any of the following disabilities? 

Check all that apply.

{Choose all that apply}

( ) Physical disability (e.g. blindness, deafness, M.S., paralysis)

( ) Mental retardation

( ) Mental illness

( ) Learning disability

( ) Drug or alcohol addiction

( ) None of the above

How helpful has [CongName] been in caring for that person?

{Choose one}

( ) Very helpful

( ) Somewhat helpful

( ) A little helpful

( ) Not helpful

( ) Unsure

Urban/Rural Belt

How would you describe the area in which you live?

{Choose one}

( ) A large city (750,000 or more)

( ) The suburbs of a large city

( ) A medium-sized city (150,000 to 749,000)

( ) The suburbs of a medium-sized city

( ) A small city (50,000 to 149,000)

( ) A large town (10,000 to 49,000)

( ) A small town (less than 10,000)

( ) Open country, not a farm

( ) A farm

( ) Unsure

Employment, Income

What is your current employment situation? Check as many as apply.

{Choose all that apply}

( ) Employed, full-time

( ) Employed, part-time

( ) Retired

( ) Student, full-time

( ) Student, part-time

( ) Unemployed, looking for work

( ) Unemployed, not looking for work

( ) Unemployed, not able to work

( ) Homemaker; Stay-at-home mom or dad

( ) None of the above

( ) Other (specify): [                                ]

What was your total household income last year (2006) before taxes and deductions? This includes income from all sources.

{Choose one}

( ) Less than $10,000

( ) $10,000 to $14,999

( ) $15,000 to $19,999

( ) $20,000 to $29,999

( ) $30,000 to $39,999

( ) $40,000 to $49,999

( ) $50,000 to $59,999

( ) $60,000 to $69,999

( ) $70,000 to $79,999

( ) $80,000 to $99,999

( ) $100,000 to $149,999

( ) $150,000 to $199,000

( ) $200,000 or more

( ) I prefer not to disclose.

( ) Don't know or unsure

Conclusion

Closing Comments

Thank you so much for your response. Your comments on the survey and on our life together as part of Christ's body are welcome. If you wish to remain anonymous, please do not use any names or other information that might reveal your identity.

{Enter answer in paragraph form}

[ 

 ]

Please be sure to click FINISH below to mark your survey complete.

May God bless you!

