INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD (IRB)

GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE
COMMITTEE CHAIR: HERB FYNEWEVER

A. Major issues addressed by the committee during the 2010-2011 year
Provision of prompt response and review of all research proposals brought before the committee.

B. Actions the committee brought before Faculty Senate (if any)
None

C. Other actions, not involving Faculty Senate, that the committee initiated or implemented

1. Forty-nine (49) proposals were approved and ten were renewed between July 1, 2010 and
June 30, 2011 (see attached list). Written approval was sent electronically to each
primary investigator and filed electronically with Dawn Rene in the provost’s office.

2. The review process has been transitioned from paper and intracampus mail to electronic
files and email. One exception is the cover sheet, which at this point requires the project
investigator and the IRB to manually sign. The IRB discussed in a meeting of the board
that we would look into federal requirements to seek to eliminate this requirement.

D. Issues that will continue to be before the committee next year

1. The board will monitor changes to federal requirements and seek to assure that research
done at Calvin meets those requirements.

2. The board will seek to be sure that any researchers on campus which would require IRB
approval are made aware of this requirement. For ideas on how to raise awareness, see
minutes of the IRB from April 26, 2011.
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