What Would Oscar Romero Say?

Are you having trouble getting started on your poem? Do you want to sound authentic to Romero’s voice but don’t know exactly what he would say?  Here are 10 quotes that Romero is recorded as having said during his work with the poor of El Salvador.  (You could also use them as an epigraph in English in your poem.)

1.  “God needs the people themselves to save the world …. The world of the poor teaches us that liberation will arrive only when the poor are not simply on the receiving end of handouts from governments or from the churches, but when they themselves are the masters and protagonists of their own struggle for liberation.”

2.  “If some day they take away the radio station from us . . . if they don't let us speak, if they kill all the priests and the bishop too, and you are left a people without priests, each one of you must become God's microphone, each one of you must become a prophet.”

3.  “Brothers, you are from the same people; you kill your fellow peasant…. No soldier is obliged to obey an order that is contrary to the will of God….”

4.  “You say that you are Christian. If you are really Christian, please stop sending military aid to the military here, because they use it only to kill my people.  In the name of God then, in the name of this suffering people I ask you, I beg you, I command you in the name of God: stop the repression.”

5.  “Peace is not the product of terror or fear. Peace is not the silence of cemeteries. Peace is not the silent result of violent repression. Peace is the generous, tranquil contribution of all to the good of all. Peace is dynamism. Peace is generosity. It is right and it is duty.”

6.  “A bishop will die, but the church of God, which is the people, will never perish.”

7.  “I am a shepherd who, with his people, has begun to learn a beautiful truth: our Christian faith requires that we submerge ourselves in the world.”

8.  “There can be no church unity if we ignore the world in which we live.”

9.  “If God accepts the sacrifice of my life, my hope is that my blood will be like a seed of liberty and a sign that our hopes will soon become a reality.”

10. “Whatever political issue we take up, we must look at it in terms of the people…the poor.  The poor are the body of Christ today.  Through them he lives on in history.”

These are the words from the article in La Opinión: 




No hay duda que la Iglesia Católica está atravesando una seria crisis.  Sin embargo lo que más llama la atención es que algunos de sus dirigentes estén llevándose al despeñadero.  Monseñor Romero tiene mucho de culpa en esa situación porque ha venido sembrando la cizaña y promoviendo el odio de clases.  Para colmo de males ahora se le denuncia como dirigente de un grupo terrorista de esos que han venido cometiendo asaltos, asesinatos y sembrando la zozobra en el país.  Una revelación que es necesario conocer.
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