Vis


 Unit:  La ciudad

Day 1

3min……….…Listen to Víctor Introduction (.wav sound file)
The audio file relates to Víctor’s visit to Guatemala City, where his father grew up. The students may not be able to understand much now, but later in this unit, they will be guided through this recording. 


10-20min………Presentation of vocabulary (Power Point file)
The theme of this unit is the city. The second slide reads “edificios”, meaning buildings. Thus, the following slides represent buildings, not simply “bread”, for example. The ninth slide is labeled “Lugares y otras cosas” meaning that the following slides consist of places and other things that do not fit under “buildings”. The slides contain a multitude of possible branching-off points and vocabulary review, such as “banana” or “orange” in slide eleven. The students received the vocabulary lists (Master Vocab and Student Vocab) upon completion of the previous test, and their task was to fill the sheet out before class. If this was not done, some time may be taken to have students slide next to someone and compare notes to fill in the gaps. The slide show does not cover the entire vocabulary list, but some words are cognates.

15-20min……...Rotating tabú (Tabú Excel file)
For this activity, print out copies of the activity and cut the cards apart. Create two large concentric circles. These circles need to be large enough so that the students do not hear their neighbor too much. The point of this activity is to practice the vocabulary while getting the students to talk in the target language. Tabú is a game in which one person tries to get his or her partner to guess the “tabú” word by describing the word, without saying any part of that word. In this activity, the students describe the words using Spanish.

The Tabú cards are left on the desks, face down. When the teacher says to begin, the students on the outside look at their cards and begin to describe the words, and their partner on the inside tries to correctly guess as many words as possible.  When time runs out, the students on the inside take their turn with their cards.  Students will keep track of the score. The goal is, of course, to get the partner to guess the entire card. Once both the inner and outer circles have taken their turns, each student in the inner circle moves over two seats, and the game begins again. The class should be able to get though four, possibly five cards in twenty minutes, with each session about two minutes long.
20min…………Subjunctive 
Encourage student involvement and response. To begin, the teacher describes to the students the basic uses of present subjunctive. Following this, the teacher explains how to form the present subjunctive in the easy-to-follow, three-step process. (Later, irregular verbs are listed for the students.)  Once the class has gone over the endings for the –ar, -er, and –ir endings, the teacher gives the example of hablar to the class. Next, the teacher prompts the students as a class to fill in a table for comer verbally and then for salir, but with far less help than with comer. Assuming this goes well, more tables are given to the students to complete individually or with the option of working with a partner if they get stuck. Upon completion, the class fills in tables on the board to ensure that everyone leaves with the right answers. 
The teacher gives examples of sentences containing the subjunctive, with English translations. Following these examples, the students should have the opportunity to form sentences of their own using the subjunctive. 
Homework 1

5-10…………..Magic Square (Word file)
This is vocabulary homework, strictly English-Spanish translation. Along with this homework, the students are assigned flashcards. These assignments will be graded on a pass/fail basis the following day. The students are not allowed to take the vocabulary quiz (not included in these plans) until they have their flashcards made. 

10-20………….Flashcards


25-30………….Subjunctive exercises

Use exercises from the student text.
Day 2



10-15………...Review of the homework.

Correct student homework on the subjunctive.


20-25……….. “Ciudad” by Pablo Neruda

The Spanish poem and the English translation are found in the book “The Sea and the Bells”, published by Copper Canyon Press in 2002, with ISBN 1556591624.  The book is available through Amazon.com.

The worksheet is included in a file in this unit:  Neruda Questions (Word) 
The students are handed the poem in Spanish and the worksheet. The students get into groups of three, four or five. Each student takes a portion of the poem to read within his or her group. Then the students are asked to find any words they know and circle them. Working in their groups, they answer the questions on the worksheet. Each group is allowed to ask the teacher for three hints. The students should be reassured that there is no absolute answer when dealing with analyzing a literary work. There is no large group discussion for this activity. The small group interaction, with guidance from the teacher works well for this.
20-25………..Listen to Víctor Historia (.wav sound file)


Fill out worksheet Listening Activity (Word file)
The students are given the worksheet. The sound file should be played through completely at least twice, if not three or four times. The first section of questions are fairly easy because Victor is explicit about his name, age, where he went, and whom he visited.  For the section of true/false, the information is a little harder to pick out of the recording. At the end of the sheet are discussion topics. Victor makes implications about the type of housing, culture, and economic situation of this barrio in Guatemala City.  At the end of the recording, Victor uses “juego de béisbol” in place of “partido de beisbol”; this could generate discussion about borrowing of words between two cultures and/or languages.
Homework 2

55-60………….Housing – Buy/sell


  Word files:  Home Buyers, Home Sellers, House Cards


   Excel file:  House Values
In this activity, the students are divided into two groups: buyers and sellers. The sellers receive the worksheet Home Sellers and the buyers receive the worksheet Home Buyers.

The sellers draw a dollar amount from a hat (the House Cards for “vendedores”) to figure out how much they have to spend. Using the checklist in the document House Values, the sellers create a house with the money they have, not exceeding that amount. 
The buyers use their worksheet to rank the features and services they would like near their new home. The following day, the buyers draw numbers from the hat (the House Cards for “compradores“), which will become their budget. The point is for them to get the highest number of their top ten desirable features, while not overspending their budget. 

In addition, the worksheets require that the students write ten sentences about what they hope will happen, using the subjunctive.
5-10……………Study flashcards.

The goal is to make 7-10 cards obsolete (i.e., learn 7-10 words so that the student does not need those cards anymore).
Day 3

10-15…..……Review of the subjunctive

The students respond to verbal stimuli from the teacher in order to review the subjunctive and to get warmed up before the activity.

45-50………Buyers/Sellers
The students perform the activity they prepared the night before.  The students

should have a checklist of what they have to offer or what they are looking to buy, depending on whether they are buyers or sellers.
The buyers draw their House Card from the hat, indicating the maximum amount of money they have to spend. The sellers sit in the inner circle while the buyers rotate around the outside to find the house with the features they want. Each pair talks for approximately four minutes and then switches partners. At the end of the class, the buyers should have a good idea of which house they want to buy in order to meet their hopes. 
