CALVIN COLLEGE

SOCIAL WORK PROGRAM

PRACTICUM APPLICATION

Please download this application form from Calvin’s Social Work website and complete it in Word.  In addition, prepare a resume (we recommend you use an MS Word template).  Submit hard copies of your completed application, resume, and your current transcript to Professor Lissa Schwander, Practicum Coordinator (SC-228).  Due date: Monday, November 20, 2007)
Date: 

Personal Information

	Name (Last, First, Middle):
	

	Birth Date: 
	

	E-mail:
	

	Credit Hours Completed:
	

	GPA above 2.5? (yes or no)
	


Local Address

	Local Street Address: 
	

	Local City: 
	

	Local State: 
	

	Local Zip: 
	

	Local Telephone: 
	


Summer Address

	Summer Street Address: 
	

	Summer City: 
	

	Summer State: 
	

	Summer Zip: 
	

	Summer Telephone: 
	


Social Work prerequisite and major courses are listed below.  Mark an “X” next those you have completed with a grade of C or higher and a “Y” next to those you have completed with a C- or lower.  For those not completed, indicate the semester in which you plan to take the course(s). 
PREREQUISITE COURSES
	Biology 115
	
	Societal Structures
	

	History 151/152
	
	Core Course # 2
	

	English 101
	
	Psychology 151
	

	Sociology 151
	
	
	

	SOCIAL WORK COURSES

	Social Work 240
	
	Social Work 360
	

	Social Work 250
	
	Social Work 370
	

	Social Work 255
	
	Social Work 371
	

	Social Work 320
	
	Social Work 372
	

	Social Work 350
	
	Social Work 373
	


ADDITIONAL COURSES TAKEN WHICH PERTAIN TO SOCIAL WORK 
AND DESIRED PRACTICE FIELD

	Course Number
	Title of Course

	
	

	
	

	
	


Briefly state what factors influenced your decision to select social work as a major.

	


Briefly identify those critical issues in social work that are of greatest interest to you professionally.

	


What would you like a potential practicum instructor to know about yourself in terms of how you learn? (i.e., learning style, learning environment, relationship with practicum instructor, supervision, etc.)
	


PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY INSURANCE

All students must carry liability insurance.  Please indicate which option you choose by completing the appropriate form and signing your name.

OPTION #1 – BLANKET SCHOOL POLICY

Please place an X under the appropriate answer.

	
	Yes
	No

	1. Have you ever been the subject of reprimand or disciplinary action or refused admission or been suspended before any court or administrative agency or ever been the subject of an ethics investigation at a local, state, or national level?  
If yes, please explain: 

	
	

	2. Has any professional liability claim or suit ever been made against you, your predecessors in business or against any past partner?   
If yes, please give full particulars:


	
	

	3. Are there any circumstances that you are aware of that may result in any claim or suit being made against you, your predecessors in business or against any past partners or employees?
If yes, please explain:


	
	

	4. Have you ever had any insurance company or Lloyd’s decline, cancel, refuse to renew or accept only on special terms any professional insurance?  
If yes, please explain:


	
	



Note to applicant:  Any person who knowingly and with intent to defraud any insurance company or other person files an application for insurance containing false information, or conceals, for the purposes of misleading information concerning and fact material thereto, commits a fraudulent insurance act, which is a crime.  (This notice is required by New York Insurance Regulations, but may also be a crime in other states.)

Signature: ______________________________________
Date:         ______________________________________

OPTION #2 – INDIVIDUAL LIABILITY INSURANCE

I prefer to carry my own liability insurance.  I will be purchasing insurance through:

a. NASW

b. Other: ___________________________________________________________________

I understand that if I choose to purchase my own professional liability insurance, I am assuming complete responsibility to make these arrangements on my own.  I further understand that my coverage must be in place on September 1 for the academic year.  Proof of insurance must be submitted to the Practicum Coordinator by September 1 or placement in field will be delayed/cancelled.

POTENTIAL PRACTICUM RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS

The following practice areas are available for student practicum.  Sources of information about agencies and former practicum sites include:  1) the bulletin board display of current students and their practicum sites, 2) students currently in practicum (see bulletin board display for names), 3) links from the social work web page to current practicum agencies, and 4) the file on past practicum agencies in the social work lounge. Please do some careful thinking about the kind of setting you might like to work in, the population with whom you would like to work, and the skills you wish to acquire.

Placement Type (Place an X next to the placement type you prefer:

	
	Concurrent

	
	Block (fall)

	
	Chicago (spring)

	
	Washington D.C. (spring)


	Children and Family Services
	Community Development/Planning

	    Child Welfare Services
	    Community Organization

	    Foster/Adoptive Services
	    Food Pantry Coordination

	    Youth Specialists
	    Planning/Development

	    Residential Care
	    Neighborhood Centers

	    In-Home Services
	    Housing Initiatives

	    Family Preservation
	 Health

	    Refugee Services
	    Medical Social Work

	    Transitional Housing
	    Substance Abuse

	Aging
	    Health Care Planning

	    Nursing Homes  
	    Hospice Care

	    Gerontology Programs
	Mental Health

	    Advocacy Work
	    Community Mental Health

	Corrections and Criminal Justice
	    Day Treatment Centers

	    Juvenile Court
	    Residential Treatment

	    Residential Programs
	    Developmentally Disabled

	School Social Work
	


Please rank your tentative practice area preferences and give reasons for these choices:
	1.
	

	2.
	

	3.
	


Rationale:
	


Please identify the area in which you would least like to be involved and why:
	


Placement considerations and comments (particular learning needs, specific agency preference, transportation issues, etc.):
	


Will you have a car?  (Note:  Having a car is not required for practicum, but not having a car will limit where you can be placed.) 
	


PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT STATEMENT
GUIDELINES FOR WRITING

Please enclose, with your application, a typewritten statement that will help the social work faculty understand you and your developing interest in social work.

1. Reflect on your personal and professional growth in terms of the knowledge, skills, and values of social work since you entered the BSW program.


2. What do you anticipate the educational benefits of practicum to be?


3. Identify personal strengths and weaknesses that you believe will be significant in your performance in social work practice.  In terms of weaknesses, what changes or modifications will you need to make so that practicum will be a successful learning experience for you?


4. How do you think social work values and ethics will influence you in your practicum site?  Are there situations in which your values and ethics differ or depart from professional social work practice?  If so, please describe.


5. What are your career goals?


6. In what ways, if any, do your career objectives include a commitment to engaging social work roles that serve economically and socially disadvantaged groups in our society?


7. Reflect on your Christian commitment to social work practice and how this will interface with your practicum experience.

DECISION SHEET

The following information will be used in considering your application:

1. A review of courses taken and GPA.

2. The student’s professional development statement.

3. A practicum interview.

The professional development statement will seek to evaluate the following:

1. The student’s writing and critical thinking ability.

2. Maturity and self-awareness.

3. Attitudes toward a service vocation.

4. Ability to articulate the knowledge, skills, and values of the social work profession.

5. Overall readiness for practicum and appropriate practicum sites.

FOR FACULTY USE ONLY

Statement evaluation summary:

Evaluation of professional development statement:

	
	Accepted
	Conditional
	Denied

	Interview evaluation:
	
	
	

	Review of courses and GPA:
	
	
	

	Recommendations for Practicum Site/Supervisor Qualities:
	
	
	


*Any person denied admission to practicum has the right to appeal.  Request for review must be made in writing to the Director of Social Work Program within one week of notification of being denied.
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