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Stevenson Travels to Poland 
On March 24, Professor Stevenson 

traveled to the Center for Tocqueville 

Studies at the University of Lodz in Po-

land to give a lecture on "The American 

Melting Pot as Reductionist Kettle: Reli-

gious Liberty's Worrisome Condition." 

While in Poland Stevenson, along with 

his wife Rosemary, took in the rich his-

tory of Poland.  

In the early 19th century, Lodz was a 

small village of 1,000 people, but the 

Russian empire (which controlled Po-

land at the time) designated it as their 

manufacturing center, particularly for 

textiles, and by the end of the 19th cen-

tury its population was over 600,000.   

That industry died after WWII, but 

most of the large textile factory buildings 

are still there. Alongside the factories 

were both owners' mansions and work-

ers block apartments, most of which are 

being preserved as either museums or 

apartments.   

The story of Poland's Jewish 

population is a big part of the 

history of Lodz as well.  Before 

WWI, the city was about one-

fourth each German, Russian, 

Polish, and Jewish.  Lodz has 

one of the world's largest Jew-

ish cemeteries, still an impor-

tant historical site. Before 

WWII, Lodz had the largest 

Jewish population of any city in Po-

land.   

During WWII, the Germans built 

walls around the primary Jewish 

neighborhoods, and so gave Lodz the 

distinction of having the largest Jewish 

ghetto in Poland.  The Jews were then 

gradually shipped off to the death 

camps, so that by the end of WWII 

there were hardly any Jews in 

Lodz.  Tour groups from Israel still 

come regularly to visit Lodz, along with 

all the other important sites related to 

the holocaust.  

There are many other aspects to the 

city's history, including the legacy of  

Soviet Communism, yet it is a fairly 

new city (by European standards.) 

Many of the small towns nearby boast 

churches and military fortifications dat-

ing back to the 12th century or earlier.   

Steenson said that it was òa truly 

wonderful week.ó At this time Poland is 

one of the most pro-American countries 

in Europe, and they felt very welcomed 

in the University and city of Lodz.   

Lauren Dillon felt well -equipped the 

day she graduated from Calvin as an 

International Relations and Mass Media 

double Major in 2006. She gives Calvin 

a lot of credit for its amazing resources 

and the preparation it gave her for the 

professional world. 

Lauren currently works as a commu-

nications coordinator and development 

assistant for Sunshine Gospel Minis-

tries; an organization that focuses on 

building relationships, teaching and 

mentoring, developing life skills, caring 

and advocacy within the economically-

marginalized communities of Chicagoõs 

south side. She is in charge of external 

communications for the ministry; she 

maintains their website, newsletters, 

fundraising efforts, and has many other 

responsibilities. 

While she works on the local level, 

Lauren continues to stay deeply in-

volved in international affairs, in keep-

ing with her major. She is a member of 

the Chicago Council on Global Affairs. 

The council 

Lauren Dillon: Communication Coordinator 
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Political Science alum-

nus, Jonathan Hirte, com-

pleted his time at Calvin in 

the Spring of 2008.  

After Graduation, Hirte 

moved to Washington, D.C. 

and began working for Con-

gressman Vern Ehlers as a 

legislative correspondent. 

His office serves the people 

in the 3rd Congressional dis-

trict of Michigan. As Legis-

lative Correspondent, his 

main duty is coordinating 

the constituent mail opera-

tion.  

Congressman Ehlers 

receives thousands of let-

ters, emails, phone calls, 

and faxes each month and 

makes it a top priority to 

respond to each one. Hirte 

organizes all incoming  

correspondence and makes 

sure they all receive a reply 

as soon as possible. Re-

cently, Hirte has also begun 

advising Congressman 

Ehlers on various legislative 

topics such as Social  

Security and Faith-based 

issues. 

Hirte believes that his 

time at Calvin has been in-

valuable in preparing him 

for his current job. He 

learned the basic framework 

for the government in his 

intro Political Science 

classes, and his philosophi-

cal and moral viewpoints 

flourished in his upper-level 

political science classes. 

Hirte participated in the 

Washington, D.C. semester 

and interned for Congress-

man Paul Ryanõs office. 

òInterning prepared me for 

the office setting I now 

work in, and having that 

experience probably helped 

me get hired. Finally, it reaf-

firmed my belief that public 

service was a noble calling 

and worth devoting a career 

to.ó 

Being involved in Stu-

dent Senate during his time 

at Calvin  was also an 

amazing experience for 

Hirte. He believed that  

being involved on Calvinõs 

campus greatly benefited 

him and allowed him  

to give back to the commu-

nity.  

Political Science profes-

sors also helped him im-

mensely in his time as a 

student. òMany of them 

served as mentors to me, 

helping me to understand 

not just the theoretical con-

cepts in class, but pushing 

me to discern how God 

wants me to live out that 

knowledge.ó 

Hirte says that he is 

quite content with his cur-

rent job. He is learning new 

things everyday and contin-

ues to be challenged on a 

daily basis. He feels fortu-

nate that the efforts in 

Washington, D.C. are done 

on behalf of the many 

friends he has back in 

Michigan.  

He would like to gain 

more experience working 

on legislative policy, but for 

now is happy working hard 

each day. Hirte states that 

he is òtrying to bring all 

[his] energy and knowledge 

to work on a daily basis, 

and letting God take care of 

where those efforts are  

expended.ó 

SENIOR  
SPOTLIGHT: 

Bruce Van Baren  

Jonathan Hirte: Legislative Correspondent  

Senior Political Science and 

Business/Communications  

major, Bruce VanBaren, has 

won the Michigan Intercolle-

giate Athletic Association's first 

ever Robin Hartman award for 

"outstanding writing in a sports 

information capac-

ity!"  Competing against sports 

information directors and assis-

tants from all of the MIAA 

member colleges, Bruce was 

honored for a story he wrote on 

the comeback of Michael 

Holwerda, a member of the Cal-

vin Knights' men's soccer team 

who overcame a serious medical 

problem to earn All-MIAA  

honors last season.  

Bruce is in his third year as a 

student assistant in the Calvin 

sports information department, 

and also serves as a broadcaster 

on Internet broadcasts of Calvin 

sports events, as current Na-

tional-World News Editor for 

the Chimes, and as a free-lance 

writer for the Grand Rapids 

Press, all the while maintaining 

Dean's List honors in his  

academic studies. 

   

Congratulations, Bruce!  

Editor: Stephanie Brinks 
www.calvin.edu/academic/pols/ 

hosts public programs and 

private events featuring world 

leaders and experts with di-

verse views on a wide range 

of global topics. 

Lauren is also very inter-

ested in micro-finance and is 

deeply involved in Opportu-

nity International, a non-

profit organization dedicated 

to helping the working poor. 

The organization provides 

small loans that allow poor 

entrepreneurs to start or ex-

pand a business that develops 

a steady income, which al-

lows them to provide for their 

families and create jobs for 

their neighbors.  

Lauren has been able to 

use her knowledge at Sun-

shine Gospel Ministries to 

further the cross-cultural fi-

nance conversation about 

what microfinance could  

look like here in American 

cities 

Lauren feels that her time 

at Calvin was very beneficial, 

due in large part to the invest-

ment of professors in her life 

and the coursework they put 

forward. She continues to use 

critical problem and  

decision-making skills that 

she gained within the class-

room on a daily basis.  

Internships and studying 

abroad (an interim in Italy 

and a semester in Hungary) 

gave her incredible opportuni-

ties that greatly added to her 

education. 

Lauren is continually 

learning something new every 

day and is looking forward to 

what the future holds for her 

and her career. 

LAUREN DILLON: Continued from page 1 
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As with previous UN Interims in New 

York, the heart of the 2009 edition featured 

a two week series of briefings 

with diplomats of member 

states who explained their 

countriesô perspectives on ma-

jor global issues and hot spots 

and also briefings with UN offi-

cials who explained what the 

UN is doing in them. 

What stands out about the 

2009 interim is the classôs brief-

ing sessions with the ambassa-

dors or high ranking diplomats 

of Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, Paki-

stan, India, Israel, and Pales-

tine. The intensity of the issues 

in this part of the world was 

reflected in the briefings and 

sparked considerable discussion 

among the students. Students 

were also able to attend a special session of 

the General Assembly on the crisis in Gaza 

during the Israeli invasion. Other briefings 

included sessions with diplomats from 

China, South Korea, Brazil, the Philip-

pines, and Dominican Republic on such 

issues as trade, development, global warm-

ing, and nuclear proliferation. 

Senior Nathaniel Valk was one of many 

students to go on the trip and he considers 

the trip time-well spent. "In short, the in-

terim was amazing. Professor Devries led 

an excellent 

interim, and 

Calvin is 

definitely 

going to be 

at a loss 

when he no 

longer offers 

the trip. Not 

only was 

spending 

three weeks in New York a great experi-

ence, the interim was also intellectually 

stimulating as it offered us 

the ability to experience first 

hand the conduct of interna-

tional relations. What made 

the interim especially inter-

esting was that it took place 

during Israel's assault on 

Gaza. As we had many brief-

ings in the UN building, our 

class was literally at the cen-

ter of where this conflict was 

being negotiated and re-

solved. It was very interest-

ing to be able to talk with 

diplomats from both Israel 

and Palestine and to hear 

their countriesô position on 

what was occurring. I am not 

sure that I will be able to 

experience something quite like that ever 

again!"   

Overall, Devries was very pleased with 

the quality of the briefing sessions and es-

pecially proud of the participation of my 

students. Several of the diplomats com-

mented on the well informed and insightful 

questions and comments of the students. 

For their part, students gained a deeper 

understanding of global issues and what the 

UN can do about them. This is valuable for 

all students, but especially for those who 

are considering careers in international 

affairs. Devries concluded, ñthis is why I 

have offered this interim for now the 12th 

time.ò 

THE PAUL  HENRY INSTITUTE  

The Paul B. Henry Institute hosts a variety of speakers 
each semester. This spring, it welcomed the following.  

Cal Thomas, March 2, 2009  

Syndicated Columnist and author. Has written Blinded by Might, 

The Death of Ethics in America, and The Wit and  

Wisdom of Cal Thomas. His most recent book, written with Bob 

Beckel, is Common Ground: How to Stop the Partisan War That is De-

stroying America.  

Thomas spoke on òPolitical, Cultural and Spiritual State of the 

Unionó  

 

Micahel Cromartie, April 14, 2009 

The thirteenth annual Paul B. Henry Lecture, òNo Final Victories, 

No Final Defeats: Doing Our Duty While Living in Exile,ó      

featured Michael Cromartie. Cromartie is the Vice-Chair of the 

United States Commission on International Religious  

Freedom, where he has served since 2004; he is also the  

Vice-President of the Ethics and Public Policy Center, a  

Washington-based think tank dedicated to applying the  

Judeo-Christian moral tradition to Public Policy Issues.   

 

Symposium on Religion and Politics, April 23-25, 2009 

The Paul B. Henry Instituteõs Symposium on Religion and  

Politics brings together individuals who share an interest in the 

interplay of religion and politics, and attendance is open to  

anyone interested in this field of discussion. The Symposium pro-

vides an opportunity for scholars in the field to present  

papers related to their current research, to foster personal and pro-

fessional networks, to facilitate joint research endeavors, and to 

learn about ongoing research opportunities  

 

 

 

Scholarships and Awards for 2009-2010 

Dekryger-Monsman Memorial Scholarship 

Krista Johnson 

 
Charles Strikwerda Scholarship 

Elizabeth Howell  

 
Johan and Wilma Westra Scholarship 

Kari Homgren  

 
Dr. Bernard Zylstra S.J.D.  Memorial Scholarship 

Paul Hartge  

Caitlin McGill  

Paul Schrampfer 

Jonathan Knowles 

 
Peace and Justice Scholarship 

Kristen Fletcher  

Devries Leads his 12th Interim in the UN 


