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Penning Appointed Director of CSR

The current political

science  department
Chair, Professor Jameg
Penning, has been ap-
pointed to be Director of

the Calvin Center for So-
cial Research.

The Center for Social
Research (CSR) is one o
the oldest of several insti-
tutes and centers at Cal-
vin. The CSR has three
purposes: To promote
social science at Calvin, to
assist the broader commu-
nity, and to serve the CRC
and Calvin College. These
goals are accomplished in
a number of ways, including
funding faculty research, con-
ducting studies for the church
and community, and teaching
Calvin students social re-
search methods.

Professor Penning will be
starting a part time five sev-
enths position in June , so he

will still be teaching for the

department. His daily
tasks will consist of pro-
moting the CSR and its
services, setting priorities,
building community con-
tacts and finding speakers,
along with other adminis-
trative work. He will be

Department Hosts Career Day
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W ednesday, April 231,
was career day for
the Political Science depart-
ment. It was a day where
alumni and students could

come together to share ex-
periences, contacts, and

Hope College.

Matt VandeBunte, news
reporter for the Grand
Rapids Press.

Pam Hoekwater, Attor-
ney with Legal Aid of
West Michigan.
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Six Calvin alumni, who
have a degree in political
i in common and ca-
reers across the spectrum,
were the heart of the event.
e Virginia Parish Beard,
Ph. D., Assistant Profes-
sor of political science at

Director of Government
Affairs at  Spectrum
Health.

e Chad Goote, Associate

Political Director at All
Children Matter.

e Keith Van Beek, Deputy

Administrator for the

working with one Assistant
Director, one student super-
visor, and approximately
twenty student employees.
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Along with a new direc-
tor, the Center has a hew
space across Burton Street in
the recently renovated Ray-
brook Building , also known
EVQwUOT 1 ws®OUODU
suite 103B. Professor Pen-
ning is looking forward to
Political Science Department
visitors in his new office, so
stop by and say hello. For
more information about the
Center for Social Research
visit http://www.calvin.edu/
admin/csr/.
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City of Kentwood.

Phase one of Career day was
a recorded on camera inter-
view between an alum and a
student volunteer from Pi
Sigma Alpha. These videos
will be available in the de-
partment library for future
students curious about ca-
reer paths in political sci-
ence.

Phase two was an opportu-
nity for interested students
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Sﬂidt and a group of
tudents from a variety

of academic disciplines will
be living and studying in
Budapest. With training in
comparative politics and
fascinated by Hungary and

the Reformed influences
there, Smidt will be teach-

Professors Lead Off
Campus Semesters

pus

also be taking basic Hungar-
ian language, which, accord-
ing to Smidt, a non-speaker, is
one of the hardest languages
to learn due to its obscure
origins.

Both Smidt and his wife
will be taking the trip. Smidt
is looking forward to experi-
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politics and its neighbors,
focusing on the transition
from communist bloc to the
European Union. Students
will spend their time study-
ing Eastern European cul-
ture at a University in Bu-
dapest and traveling both
in program excursions and
on their own. Students will

first hand and to the relation-

ships he expects to build with

his students. He will be sad to
be so far away from all the
action of the upcoming presi-

dential election, but is also
interested to see how a U.S.
election looks and is viewed
from abroad.

The political science department will be missing fa-
miliar faces as not one, but two professors are going

off campus next semester. For the fall semester 2008,
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program in

Study  Ghana and Professor Study
In Smidt will lead the W In
- Hungary program in  Hun- - Ghana
gary.

Patterson will be leading
a group of students to

Accra, Ghana, next fall. She
is going with her husband
and her two children, a sec-
ond grader and a four year
old. She applied for Ghana
because she is interested in
African politics, and she was
a good match for the pro-
gram due to her Peace Corps
placement and dissertation
research in Senegal, from
which she has visited Accra,
the Ghanaian capital.

The students, many of
whom are international de-
velopment majors, but who
also include history, sociol-
ogy, English, and others,
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will be studying at the uni-
versity in Accra as well as
taking group excursions that
will cover a variety of experi-
ences from slave castles on
the coast to an ecological visit
to the Volta region to the
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Accra.

Patterson is looking for-
ward to seeing her children
interact in a foreign culture
with Ghanaians as well as the
deeper relationships with
students. And even though it
might sound good compared
to Grand Rapids winter, she
is not looking forward to the
constant ninety degree
weather.

Pols Profs Publish Pews, Prayers, and Participation

I he political science profes-
sors have been at it again:

Calvin political science profes-

sors Corwin Smidt, James Pen-

ning, Doug Koopman, along
with Grand Valley Professor
Kevin den Dulk, and Henry

(OUUPUUVUI zUw2 0l
authored Pews, Prayers, and Par-
ticipation: Religion and Civic Re-
sponsibility in America

Scheduled to be published
later this year by Georgetown
University Press, Pews, Prayers,
and Participation explores the
relationship between religious
life and civic activity. Based on

patterns of attendance at pub-
lic worship services and fre-
guency of private prayer, the
book examines the way in
which one is religious (i.e.,
whether one exhibits a dimin-
ished, a privatized, a public,
or an integrated form of reli-

gious expression) and how it
affects the likelihood of being
active in voluntary associa-
tions, leading a meeting, be-
ing politically informed, vol-
unteering, and making chari-
table contributions.

The book addresses

whether those who exhibit a
highly privatized religious
life (high levels of private
prayer coupled with low lev-
els of public worship atten-
dance) largely withdraw from
public life more generally,
and the answer is that they
do. On the other hand, those
who exhibit high levels of
attendance at public worship
as well as high levels of pri-
vate prayer life (the inte-
grated form of religious ex-
pression) are the most active]
in public life.
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Alumna Sarah Berg

At the American School
there Sarah was influ-
enced by the serious di-
versity of her classmates.

Sarah decided the
foreign service was for
her when she was 12 and
living in Atlanta, GA.
During high school Sarah
found a deep interest in
giving, and surprised

O marly OE her ZIEsSniaies]
by choosing Calvin Col-
lege.

A political science
and French double major made
perfect sense for a future am-
bassador, and Sarah optimized

Ithough Sarah Berg gradu-
ated from Calvin with a

A

political science and French de-
gree just two years ago, she has
had plenty of interesting and
impressive experiences.

Sarah is currently working in
Washington, D.C. for a manage-

ment firm called Keel Point,
where families can receive ad-
vice on investment, estate plan-
OPOT Ow O1 OUOUDPOI
favorite: philanthropy. In her
spare time, Sarah has gotten
together with some friends to
start a foundation for disenfran-
chised youth in East Africa and
D.C. The foundation will sup-
port projects that encourage
relationships with youth for the
[ O0UUTl Bww?" EYDPOI

home to Atlanta. But before
long Sarah began working for
the Governor of Georgia doing
her education with both. She statistical analysis, a skill she
spent a semester in France, and  strongly recommends. She was
a Eudmeb énd la Gdimegied I O wble to travel across the state to
relationship is one of the most Washington, D.C., and siill meet people and to plan techni-
important catalysts for changing found a little time to take a few cal conferences.
Aa0UOT woObYI UO? w2 E biktdryucleisEes jud far fun. OUT w  Although Sarah enjoyed the
information about the project In D.C. Sarah worked for a  work in Georgia, she wanted to
can be found at youth- student leadership organiza- work in D.C., so she left Atlanta
keepitreal.org. tion where she was eager to  and began working where she is
2EUET zUw ROUUOIT aput (hér uedudatibru &ntd Gaith today.
rent position is full of experi- into action. Sarah loves her work, and
ences. She was born in Colum- Just before graduation, 1 Y1 QwOT 00T T wUT | g
bus, OH, but was raised in Na- Sarah realized that the foreign already, she recognizes that it is
perville, IL. Because of her fa- Ul UYDPEI w bEUOz Dw BPOBEWW O Dk @apuk BIWE U
OTT UzUwpPOUOwW b Ow QdoviEng iIfde U 8ol jGbleds Taadd wimportant, but, in her words,
2EUET z Uwi EODOAa wo Oniskirg uhe GireetiénGBech@dy 2 ( Uz Uw a 000w Ul OB
for a year when Sarah was 10. always had, Sarah returned Ul EUWEUI wOOUU wb (

d Book continued from page 2 frequently being the most im- in order to give the volume a
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ment chair James Penning, refer-  ranking within the top three This project was funded by a
ring to a common concern that factors (once one takes into grant from the Bradley Founda-
U.S. citizens are losing their  account other factors such as tion to the Paul Henry Institute
civic skills and interests. Ina OOI z Uw Ol Yi OwOi w itokexpbre thoisdeoinavddlig
society where life has become level of family income, gender, ion fosters civic responsibility.
increasingly private, Penning race, marital status, age, as While this book is not due to be
UEaUOw?" T UUET whUwIOOO w B 0w DI & @it umilOearty wni€) BIE & 3
UOUUET wOl wEPYPEwWUWapOOUG » Henry Institute has received
(OEI 1 EOw DOw U1 1 uwhiteleddh Gflthezauthors  another grant to conduct a na-
analysis of 15 surveys taken drafted different chapters of tional survey this spring that
over the past 20 years, they the volume that focused on will expand their analysis of this
found that the way in which one civic behavior, civic skills, and topic.
is religious serves as an strong civic virtue, Professor Smidt
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Paul Henry
Institute Lectures

February 13, 2008

Weng Kaixin , Postdoc-
toral Fellow on Ethics
with the Department of
Philosophy at Tsinghua
University in Beijing,
China, presented "The
Rule of Law and the
Role of Religion in Con-
temporary China."

February 27, 2008
Paula Booke, Ph.D.
candidate at the Uni-
versity of Chicago's
Department of Political
Science spoke on "The
Politics of Rapture: The
Social Network of Pre-
millennialist Web-
sites."

March 31, 2008

The annual Paul Henry

Lecture, featuring Dean

Koldenhoven ,  former
Hayor 69 PallogiHibgrts
IIIinoi.;‘, gnd 2002 reAcilpi-‘
W &9 the! Jola U, UkenE
nedy Profile in Courage

RPaRO UdpBice U
D P ShfitAl ETGIE ShRell--

Love Your Neighbor."

April 24-26, 2008

The Henry Institute's
fourth biennial Sympo-
sium on Religion and
Politics

June 12 19, 2008

The fifth  biennial

"Pollsters and Parish-

ioners: A Workshop on

Survey Research and
American Religion"

contributing factor to civic life, served as the primary author
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