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Dear LD Graduate Student,

If you expect to finish the courses required for the LD endorsement by December 2012 you may be ready to take EDUC 558: LD Practicum Field Placement in the spring of 2012.      
If you wish to be considered for EDUC 558 in the spring of 2012, please complete the application below and submit it to the Graduate office by March 31, 2011.  This will allow sufficient time for the graduate program staff to approve a placement for your practicum.  

To meet Michigan state LD endorsement requirements, practicum placements are ten-weeks of full time supervised teaching under the mentorship of a LD certified teacher with students identified with LD.   For those seeking a second endorsement in special education, a practicum with a minimum of 180 hours in an appropriate setting is required.  Additional requirements are listed on the last page of the application.    The practicum is taken concurrently with a seminar course, EDUC 557.     

Applications can be faxed to 616-526-6505 attn: Debbie Abbott, or mailed to:

Calvin College

Graduate Teacher Education Program

Attn: Graduate Program Coordinator

3201 Burton St., SE

Grand Rapids, MI  49546

An orientation meeting for all applicants will be held on a mutually convenient date in early May.   

Please let me know if you have questions.  


Sincerely,


Cindi Hoekstra
            Graduate Teacher Education Program Coordinator
APPLICATION FOR EDUCATION 558 PRACTICUM 

	


Date of Application:____________________  
Please submit this application to:
Graduate Program Coordinator
Calvin College

3201 Burton St SE
Grand Rapids Ml  49546-4450

Fax: (616-526-6505)

	

	

	LAST NAME



FIRST NAME 



MIDDLE  NAME

	

	 ADDRESS—NUMBER AND STREET 

CITY 

STATE/PROVINCE 


ZIP/POSTAL CODE

	 (        )
	
	(        )
	
	(        )
	
	(        )

	HOME TELEPHONE


WORK TELEPHONE

CELL PHONE


FAX NUMBER

	
	

	EMAIL ADDRESS






STUDENT NUMBER


Have you been fingerprinted for the purpose of a background check?   _______Yes     _______No

If yes, when was the check completed?  Month____________Year​​​__________

Please send verification with completed application.  
	Teaching Certification


Indicate your general education certification.
Current Certification______________________________________________________________________________________

Undergraduate Major___________________________________ Undergraduate Minor_________________________________

Practicum Placement Preference:  
a. Public School _____ 
Private School _____
Urban _____
Suburban _____
b. Elementary _____
Middle School _____
High School _____

Are you seeking a first or second endorsement in special education?  
1st endorsement _____
2nd endorsement _____
If this is a 2nd endorsement, list the other area(s) of endorsement.
	Multicultural Experience


The Calvin College Teacher Education Program seeks to provide diverse teaching experiences such that students may better respond and understand educational issues related to differences in culture, ethnicity, religion, and other social conditions.  Please list professional work you have had or courses you have taken that included multicultural experiences.

	Using Your Current Teaching Placement


If you are seeking approval to use your current teaching placement as a site for student teaching, complete the following:
Current Teaching Position

School Name and Address:

Job Description (Grade levels, caseload, programming service [i.e. resource room, self-contained, co-teaching, etc.] )

Building Principal

Building Principal’s E-mail:  ________________________________________________Telephone

Director of Special Education
 

Director’s E-mail:  ________________________________________________________ Telephone


Address

Mentor Teacher


Mentor Teacher’s E-mail:  __________________________________________________ Telephone

Address

What percentage of students are identified with a Learning Disability as primary impairment?  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________

Will your school and teaching assignment support Education 548 placement requirements?    ______________
(See requirements on next page.)
	Essay and Résumé


· Please submit a short essay in which you reflect on your experience in the Graduate Program thus far and how your courses have influenced your thinking and teaching practices. This essay could update or build upon the professional essay that was part of your Graduate Program application process

· Please submit an updated Résumé.
Signature _____________________________________________________________ Date_________________
	Requirements


1. The Practicum teacher needs to be spending the practicum weeks with a majority of students identified with Learning Disabilities.

2. Practicum teachers must fulfill a minimum of 10-12 weeks for a first endorsement or a minimum of 180 hours for a second endorsement.

3. A local school teacher or SPED supervisor, certified in learning disabilities, supports the practicum teacher by assuming the role of “mentor teacher”.  Mentors field the practicum teacher’s questions or concerns, periodically observes the practicum teacher teaching (at least 2-3 times), and provides written feedback through the evaluation form (see packet) to the practicum teacher and the college. 

4. A college supervisor visits the practicum teacher a minimum of 5-6 times during the field placement.  The supervisor will spend the majority of the time observing the practicum teacher in the classroom or in other duties (meetings, assessment, etc), meets the school staff, but also meets one on one with the practicum teacher, supporting the apprenticeship practicum. 

5. In addition to your school curricula, the practicum teacher will be utilizing the curricular materials, Book Club.  Book Club is a research-based approach focused on developing higher-order thinking, reading comprehension, and dispositions and roles necessary for formal and informal group communication.  The curriculum is organized and comprehensive but flexible and easily accommodates other curricula. 

6. The Book Club curriculum also assists the practicum teacher in managing an action research project.  Conducting action research is a proven effective tool in developing a responsive, reflective practice.  The practicum teacher must record teaching/learning activity approximately five times.  The practicum teacher then views and analyzes the teaching/learning interactions.  This process has been noted as one of the most valuable parts of the practicum experience in terms of professional development and growth regarding diverse learners, content, contexts, and a teacher’s instructional actions.  Practicum teachers will need to obtain permission to tape the instructional actions.  Any assistance you can give would be greatly appreciated.

7. Two half-day or one whole day visit off-campus to another setting for students with learning disabilities. Since the endorsement is K-12, we require visiting a setting where the students represent a significant difference in age and grade than the current placement.

8. For specific requirements of the practicum teacher, see the syllabus in the packet.
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