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Because of the increased number of  ����   members and courses, enrollment
may have to be capped at the number of persons the classrooms can hold.
Switching to larger classrooms may not be possible. So register early. If waiting
lists are large, we will attempt to offer these courses again next spring.

Responses to our questionnaires about Interest Groups were fewer than
expected. So we will begin with just two Interest Groups in the fall: Knitting and
Birding. These groups are open to all members of ����  at no additional charge.
At the first meeting of the groups, a member or two of the curriculum committee
will be present to answer questions and help to get things going. But once they
are launched, the Interest Groups will be self-governing and will set their own
agendas. Eventually, each group should elect some officers to serve as organiz-
ers and resource persons. Groups should thereafter hold annual elections. If you
wish to enroll in the Knitting or the Birding Group, please indicate your
intention on the enrollment sheet included in this newsletter. Information about
the groups is provided in a section following the course listings in this newslet-
ter.

There was response to other groups, too, but we want to be certain that there is
sufficient interest before actually starting a group. In the fall we will continue to
explore your interests by means of sign-up sheets at the coffee table on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Not all members take classes and not all peruse the
items at the coffee table, but please take note of the sheets if you do attend
classes. Those who don’t take classes but are interested in an activity group or a
discussion group will have other means of indicating such interest during the
course of the year. Next spring we may introduce some additional Interest
Groups.

Your curriculum committee is pleased and grateful to be able to send you this
listing of our fall curriculum.  We are particularly thankful for the wonderful
response given by virtually all of the potential course leaders we contacted. We
would be pleased if you were to read through the entire listing before selecting
your courses.  Quite obviously, the courses placed at the end of the list are fully
as worthy as those you see on the opening pages of this ���� News.

One additional item: Some of you have requested that certain courses be
repeated.  It’s difficult for our committee to ascertain which courses  those
might be.  Please help us by sending your suggestions to Wally Bratt at
wbratt@calvin.edu                               
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Course Descriptions -- Fall 2008

1-F2008  Origins: A Reformed Look at Creation, Design, and Evolution
   3:15-4:30 PM, 6 Thursdays:  September 11 – October
16
   Room: Science Building 101

Creation, design, and evolution are hot-button topics
today, both in the church and in the broader culture.
This course will examine what both God’s Word and
God’s world can teach us.  We’ll use the book by
Deborah and Loren Haarsma, Origins: A Reformed Look
at Creation, Design, and Evolution, to guide and pace
our discussion.  Class members are asked to purchase
this book at the Calvin Campus Store.

We’ll start with a general discussion of science, Christian faith, biblical inter-
pretation, and how they interact.  Next we’ll summarize some of the scientific
evidence about the age of the earth, the universe, plant and animal evolution,
and human origins, while also examining different ways Christians interpret
Genesis.  We’ll discuss strengths and weaknesses of various views without
insisting on one particular view.  The goal is to gain a better understanding of
Scripture, science, and the range of views Christians hold.

Week 1: Introductions
Week 2: Book chapters 1-4
Week 3: Book chapters 5-6
Week 4: Book chapters 8-9
Week 5: Book chapters 7 and 10
Week 6: Book chapters 11-12

Style:  Presentation and discussion
   Deborah and Loren Haarsma, leaders

Deborah and Loren Haarsma are professors of Physics and Astronomy at
Calvin College.

2-F2008  Understanding the Early Church
   1:30-2:45 PM, 5 Thursdays: September 18 – October 16
   Room: Science Building 110

Most Christians are very familiar with the history of the early church as
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recounted in the Book of Acts and in the New Testament letters . . . but after
that, our knowledge is fuzzy.  Come learn about the early church from AD 64
(the persecutions of Emperor Nero) through 476 AD (the collapse of the Roman
Empire in the west).  The course will deal with martyrs, early church leaders,
councils, controversies, groups labeled as heretics, and the political, social, and
religious dimensions of Christianity during its first five centuries.

Style: Presentation and discussion
   Karin Maag, leader

Karin Maag is Director of the Meeter Center and a professor of History at
Calvin College.

3-F2008  No Calm in the Eye of the Hurricane: The Wars of the Interwar
Years, 1919-1939
   1:30-2:45 PM, 6 Thursdays: September 11 – October 16
   Room: Hiemenga Hall 430

This course will examine the Russian Civil War, the wars of independence in
Eastern Europe, the Greco-Turkish War, the Chaco War in South America, the
Sino-Japanese War, American intervention in Russia and the Banana Republics,
the suppression of colonial uprisings throughout the world, and finally the
Spanish Civil War.

Style: Presentation, films, discussion
   Ryan Noppen, leader

Ryan Noppen is Program Coordinator at the Meeter Center at Calvin College.

4-F2008  Creating Memoir
   1:00-3:00 PM, 6 Tuesdays: October 21 – November 25
   Room:  Meeter Center Conference Room

Have you been thinking about writing the stories of your life?  Or have your
siblings, children, or grandchildren urged you to fill in the details of family
legends?  If so, please consider joining a small group of like-minded people,
learning by writing weekly assignments or continuing an ongoing writing
project.  Each two-hour session is run like a workshop which contains instruc-
tion, gentle critique of your work, and encouragement from other writers to
continue writing your stories.  Both beginning and continuing writers are
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welcome to join this lively group, which is limited to 12 people.

The class text is Writers in the Spirit: Inspiration for Christian Writers
(FaithWalk), which was written by the instructor and is available at the Calvin
Campus Store.

Style: Presentation, discussion, hands-on
   Carol Rottman, leader

Carol Rottman is an experienced writer and educator.

5-F2008  Health Issues for Seniors
   3:15-4:30 PM, 5 Tuesdays: October 21 – November 18
   Room: Science Building 203

The diseases that occur in our senior population are an ever increasing concern.
Aside from the specific issues of the disease, other concerns include the cost of
medical care, the management of pain and discomfort, how to deal with mobility
limitations and much more.  Of major significance is the increasing incidence of
health problems, with 80% of seniors having at least one chronic disease.  This
course will focus on the five following medical specialties, particularly as they
affect seniors: cardiology, ophthalmology, pathology, psychiatry, and urology.

October 21 Peter Van Vliet, M.D.   Pathology
October 28 Larry Gerbens, M.D.  Ophthalmology
November 4 Randall Christenson, M.D.  Psychiatry
November 11 Richard McNamara, M.D.  Cardiology
November 18 Richard Kahnoski, M.D.  Urology

Style: Presentation and discussion
   Dewey Heetderks, coordinator

Dewey Heetderks is a retired urologist.

6-F2008  The Mathematics of Politics
   1:30-2:45, 4 Thursdays: September 18 – October 9
   Room: Hiemenga Hall 332

In this most political of seasons there are
many issues that can be better understood
with a little background from mathematics
or statistics.  What exactly can we learn
from a Gallup Poll?  What makes a voting
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system fair?  How are electoral votes distributed to the states?  How can we best
predict the winners of the November election?  There are no mathematical
prerequisites for this course; we will concentrate on ideas rather than calcula-
tion.

Style: Presentation and discussion
   Michael Stob, leader

Michael Stob is a professor of Mathematics at Calvin College.

7-F2008  Overcoming Dependency in Africa
   1:30-2:45 PM, 6 Tuesdays: September 9 – October 14
   Room: Hiemenga Hall 331

After 50 years of independence, most countries in Africa
remain in poverty and assume they can’t improve much
without dependency on outside resources.  In this course
several people will describe their efforts to help equip eco-
nomically marginalized Africans become self-sufficient
through growth of profitable job-creating initiatives so that
their families, schools, churches, and communities can flour-
ish and become self-sustaining.

Week 1:  Dennis and Jeni Hoekstra describe the history, context, needs, and
opportunities for partnerships between U.S. volunteers and projects in Africa.
Week 2:  Fritz and Carol Rottman describe developing needed self-supporting
skills for leaders of existing Kenyan development organizations.
Week 3:  Bob McDonald, John Hesselink III, and Jae Loucks describe the
availability of first-time, locally sustainable clean water/good hygiene for
thousands of poor people in many needy countries.
Week 4: Mel Hugen and Bud Ipema describe locally sustainable help for
leaders to grow their churches and improve their communities.
Week 5: Jim Boersma and Jeni Hoekstra describe helping schools and commu-
nity organizations equip young Kenyans with marketable computer skills.
Week 6: Dennis and Jeni Hoekstra will summarize and lead a discussion on
topics covered in the course; they will also explore volunteer involvement in
similar projects worldwide.

Style: Presentation and discussion
   Dennis and Jeni Hoekstra, course facilitators

Dennis Hoekstra is a retired college educator and administrator and Director
of the Barnabas Foundation, as well as a current volunteer and organizer in
Kenya; Jeni Hoekstra is a retired educator and a volunteer in Kenya.
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8-F2008  The Study of Painting from the Early Renais-
sance to the Twenty-First Century
   3:15-4:30 PM, 6 Thursdays: September 11 – October 16
   Room: Science Building 110

This course will trace the development of painting from the Renaissance to the
present, focusing on four significant categories: the portrait, the human figure,
the interaction of human figures, and the landscape.

Style:  Viewing, lecture, discussion
   Edgar Boevé, leader

Edgar Boevé is a retired professor of Art at Calvin College.

9-F2008  What are Chinese Students Saying at China’s Best University on Any
Number of Topics?
   1:30-2:45 PM, 6 Tuesdays: September 9 – October 14
   Room: Hiemenga Hall 337

Have you ever wished you could read over the shoulders
of mature and reflective Chinese people themselves and
get their take on such issues as where China is today, the
US, the one-child policy, Chinese education, their fa-
vorite books, views of plagiarism, cheating, politics in
China, corruption, pollution, the Olympic Games—and

of course, their ruminations on God, faith, ethics, and the Bible?

Participants in this course will read actual short essays and journals of graduate
students at Peking University and will try to understand what is going on in
terms of larger Chinese cultural issues.  Class members will buy the compiled
essays and journals (all of them are short and simple) at the Campus Store and
will read assigned segments for each session.  The compilation is titled
Beida!—What Are Chinese Students Saying at China’s Best University On Any
Number of Topics? and is available at the Calvin Campus Store.

Style: Reading, presentation, discussion
   Philip Holtrop, leader (with Marie Holtrop)

Philip Holtrop has given full time to China projects since his retirement from
the Calvin College Religion Department.  He and his wife Marie have taught
English writing and speaking—Western Culture, in effect—at China’s Harvard
(Peking University).   Phil has also taught Christian theology and ethics at
several other Chinese universities.
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10-F2008  God’s Wonder-Full Creation
   1:30-2:45 PM, 4 Tuesdays: October 21 – November 11
   Room: Hiemenga Hall 337

God is the designer and creator
of everything in the physical
universe.  His power, majesty,
and artistic skill are evident in
everything around us.  Some
snippets of his handiwork will
be considered in this course,
viewed from the perspective of
a geologist.  Most of the sub-
ject matter will deal with the
rocks that make up the crust of
the Earth.  God is still at work.
The course will be richly photo-illustrated.

The major topics to be included are as follows:
1.  Mountains, mountain-building, and introduction to plate tectonics
2. “Fire and Ice,” volcanoes and glaciers, examples mostly from the Cas-

cade Mountain Range of the Pacific Northwest
3. Earthquakes, faults, tsunamis and the interior of the Earth
4. Streams, stream valleys, and floods

Style: Presentation, illustration, discussion
   Clarence Menninga, leader

Clarence Menninga is a retired professor of Geology at Calvin College.

11-F2008  National and State Elections--2008
   3:15-4:30,  2 Tuesdays and 2 Thursdays: October 21, 23, 28, and 30
Please note class days. Room: Hiemenga Hall 432
This November’s election has already become hotly contested
and will be of great significance on both the national and state
level.  This class will give ����  members the opportunity to
meet various candidates, discuss their position on the issues, and
question them about their past performance, where appropriate.

Style: Presentation and discussion
   Robert Vander Laan, leader

Robert Vander Laan is a retired Michigan State Senator and Republican Ma-
jority Leader.
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12-F2008  Abraham Lincoln
   1:30-2:45 PM, 6 Thursdays: September 11 – October 16
   Room:  Hiemenga Hall 337

On February 12, 2009, the nation will pause to remember
the 200th birthday of Abraham Lincoln, our greatest presi-
dent.  Learn along with us, as we determine what it was that
made this president great.  We will cover his life from his
birth in Kentucky to his final funeral in Illinois.

Style: Presentation and discussion
   Bill Kamstra, leader

Bill Kamstra is an historian and retired educator.

13-F2008  Women of Influence
   1:30-2:45 PM, 4 Thursdays: October 23 – November 13
   Room: Hiemenga Hall 332

Sara & Eleanor                   Rose & Jacqueline
Dorothy & Betty                 Nelle & Nancy

Who were these women?  They were not entertainers.  Were they friends?
Sometimes.  Were they rivals?  Often.  Were they women of influence?
Indubitably.

These mothers and wives shaped the personalities and life achievements of
Presidents Franklin D. Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy, Gerald R. Ford, and Ronald
W. Reagan.  During each session we will consider one of these presidents and
the women who made a difference in his life.

Style: Presentation and discussion
   Phyllis Van Andel, leader

Phyllis Van Andel is a widely-read charter member of ����  who also serves
on the Curriculum Committee.
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14-F2008  Knights at the Opera--II
   3:15-4:30 PM: September 18, October 9, November 6, November 20, De-
cember 18
   Room: Fine Arts Center 224

This course consists of a series of five lectures on four operas that the
Metropolitan Opera will present in high-definition simulcast to movie theaters
around the world, followed by four Saturday afternoon visits to the showings
themselves, as well as a viewing of the Opening Night Gala.  “The Met’s
experiment of merging film with live performance has created a new art form,”
said The Los Angeles Times of the groundbreaking series.  In response to the
tremendous success of the last two years’ series, the Met is offering its third
season of international HD transmissions.

On the Thursday afternoons prior to the showings of the opera, ����  will offer
a series of lectures explaining the operas and presenting their high points.
Transportation, if necessary, will be provided to the nearest theater presenting
these performances.

September 18 and 22: Opening Night Gala at the Metropolitan Opera, starring
Renee Fleming
October 9 and 11:       Salome, by Richard Strauss
November 6 and 8:     Doctor Atomic, by John Adams
November 20 and 22: The Damnation of Faust, by Hector Berlioz
December 18 and 20: Thais, by Jules Massenet

Style: Presentation, listening, and viewing
   Howard Slenk, leader

Howard Slenk is a retired professor of Music at Calvin College.

15-F2008  Telling Your Story: The Art of Public Speaking
   3:15-4:30 PM, 6 Tuesdays: September 9 – October 14
   Room: Hiemenga Hall 335

The great Roman orator Cicero said that public speakers
should inform, delight, and persuade audiences.  St.
Augustine said that the purpose of public speaking is to
“love your audience as your neighbor.”  Together we’ll
learn how to love each other and others by informing,
delighting, and persuading them.

Why?  Because we all have stories to tell, wisdom to
pass along, tales of tragedy and grace that have clotted
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our lives.  No matter what your level of rhetorical experience (or fear!), join us
as we celebrate the gifts of speaking and listening.  As my Aunt Kay used to say,
“That’s my story – and I’m stuck with it.”

Style: Presentation, appreciation, and practice
   Quentin Schultze, leader
Quentin Schultze is a professor of Communication Arts and Sciences at Calvin
College

16-F2008  Life in The Islamic Republic of Iran
   1:30-2:45 PM, 4 Tuesdays: October 21 – November 11
   Room:  Science Building 110

Using an anthropological perspective, this course will present the principles and
patterns that guide life in the Islamic Republic of Iran.  These will help us
understand the political, cultural, social, and religious dynamics in this so-called
fundamentalist “rogue” country and, by extension, in the wider Muslim Middle
East.  Reinhold Loeffler will talk about religion and about political and
historical aspects of the country; Erika Friedl Loeffler will concentrate on social
relations, gender, and family dynamics.

Both speakers know the country very well.  They have worked extensively since
1965 in a tribal area in Iran; they spent the spring of this year in Iran.

Style: Presentation and discussion
    Erika Friedl Loeffler and Reinhold Loeffler, leaders

Erika Friedl Loeffler and Reinhold Loeffler are emeritus anthropologists from
Western Michigan University.  Both of them continue to publish widely on
Iran.

17-F2008  Yankee Dutch Literature and Language
   1:30-2:45 PM, 4 Thursdays: October 23 – November 13
   Room: Hiemenga Hall 477

In the first half of the twentieth century the immigrants
from the Netherlands who lived in western Michigan
and in Chicago developed a language of their own,
Yankee Dutch, and even a small literature in that
language.  Some of the literature is of low quality,
consisting of generic “funny Dutch people” stories.
However, one book from that period stands out, Dirk
Nieland’s ‘nfonnie bisnis, a collection of tales featur-
ing Loe Verlak, “peenter en dikkerater,” who tells
about life in his adopted country in a rich dialect.  One
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example: Loe’s attempt to help a woman remove a ball that has landed in her lap
results in charges that he has been “ondiesent,” and is therefore no fit candidate
for the diaconate.  But he runs for office anyway, in the tale entitled “Ik heb
voor dieken gerund.”
     Yankee Dutch is a dialect never seen before, and no longer heard and seldom
read.  This course will seek to remedy that sad situation and to provide a
glimpse into the life of a first generation immigrant learning to live and thrive in
his adopted country.  Course materials will be provided.

Style:  Presentation and discussion
   George Harper, leader

George Harper is a retired professor of English at Calvin College.

18-F2008  BAMIDBAR :  A (Biblical) Walk on the Wild Side
   3:15-4:30 PM, 6 Tuesdays: October 21 – November 25
   Room: Hiemenga Hall 335

Have you ever dared to read the Book of Numbers from beginning to end?
Have you ever wondered how such a hodge-podge of stories and laws all made
it into one book? If you are a daring Biblical explorer, then take a walk “in the
wilderness’’—BAMIDBAR, which is the Hebrew title for the Book of Num-
bers.

Among the topics to be treated are the following: Order and Purity (chapters 1-4
and 5-6), The Place of the Stranger—Welcome or Annihilation, Setting out
from Sinai—A Holy Inefficiency (chapters 7-10), Waves of  Rebellion
(chapters 11-21), The Balaam Satire and a New Beginning (chapters 22-29),
and An Ending of Hope (chapters 30-36).

Participants are asked to read through the Book of Numbers for the first
meeting.

Style: Presentation and discussion
   Michael Abma, leader

Michael Abma is a pastor of the Woodlawn Christian Reformed Church.
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19-F2008   Books and Writing for Young Adults and Children
   1:30-2:45 PM, 4 Tuesdays: September 9 – 30
   Room: Fine Arts Center 226

Every year, close to eight thousand books are published for
children and young adults in North America.  This course will
examine the issues that are raised in these books and how
readers might find their own way into the large cultural ques-
tions they pose.  With classes on Folklore, on Fantasy, on
Realism and Historical Fiction, and on Non-Fiction, the class
will look at the concerns that writers of children’s and young
adult literature face when they craft their works.  They will do
so by examining several novels by Gary Schmidt, including
Mara’s Stories, Straw and Gold, and The Wednesday Wars.

Style: Presentation and discussion
   Gary Schmidt, leader

Gary Schmidt is a professor of English at Calvin College and a writer of books
for young adults and children; two of his novels have won prestigious Newbery
Honor Awards.

20-2008  Navajo History: From the “Long Walk” to 2008
   1:30-2:45 PM, 4 Tuesdays: October 21 – November 11
   Room: Hiemenga Hall 333

This course will study the history of the Navajos, using class
presentations, historical photos, and other illustrative mate-
rial.  The course will include the story of how Kit Carson
(and others) forced the Navajos to take the “Long Walk” to
Fort Sumner (Bosque Redondo).  The Christian Reformed
Church, for its part, began missionary work to the Navajos in
1896, establishing churches, schools, and a hospital.

During World War II, when the U.S. Army realized that all of its military codes
had been broken, Navajo Code Talkers developed a code that was never
deciphered by enemies and played a significant role in winning the war in the
Pacific.

Week 1:  The history of the Navajo people and the events leading to the “Long
Walk”
Week 2:  The return of the Navajos to their familiar territory; core values they
display, including religious values; early missionary, medical, and educational
work
Week 3   The Navajo Code Talkers during World War II, including a recent
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documentary about their work
Week 4  Reflections on the work of CRC churches on the reservation, Re-
hoboth Christian School, and the state of the Navajo Nation today.

Style:  Presentation, illustrations, discussion
   Paul Bremer, leader

Paul Bremer is a retired professor of Biblical Studies and Greek Language at
Reformed Bible College (now Kuyper College) who continues to cultivate a
deep personal interest in the Navajos.

21-F2008  Five Film Forays
   6:00-9:00 PM, 5 Tuesdays: September 30 - October 28
   Room:  Bytwerk Theater (Lower level of the DeVos Communication Center)

Films help us understand our culture and ourselves.
These five were chosen to give us a variety of experi-
ences, and, as customary, class members will have an
opportunity to share reactions in the post-viewing dis-
cussion.  Professor Holberg freely admits that she
“loves movies”; the five we’ll be seeing are only a
fraction of her favorites.

Gone Baby Gone (2007), directed by Ben Affleck.  Two Boston area detectives
investigate a little girl’s kidnapping. . . .
In the Bedroom (2001), directed by Todd Field.  A New England couple’s
college-aged son dates an older woman with two small children. . . .

The Usual Suspects (1995), directed by Bryan Singer.   A boat has been
destroyed, criminals are dead, and the key to this mystery. . . .

Stranger Than Fiction (2006), directed by Marc Forster.  An IRS auditor
suddenly finds himself the subject of narration only he can hear. . . .

Wit (2001), directed by Mike Nichols, with Emma Thompson as a professor of
English literature whose life takes a dramatic turn when she is diagnosed with
ovarian cancer. . . .

Style:  Viewing and discussion
   Jennifer Holberg, leader

Jennifer Holberg is a professor of English at Calvin College.
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22-F2008  Christian Maltreatment of the Jews through the Centuries
   1:30-2:45 PM, 4 Tuesdays: September 23 – October 14
   Room:  Hiemenga Hall 333

This course traces the long history of Jew-hatred from the early church through
the Middle Ages and the Reformation Period to its climax in the Holocaust.  It
concludes with a look at Vatican II’s “Declaration on the Jewish People,” the
1948 Decision of the World Council of Churches, and “A Jewish Statement on
Christians and Christianity,” published in 2000.

If you have questions or comments, please call Pastor Timmer at 949-0429 or
send an email message to TimrsGR@aol.com                               

Style:  Presentation and discussion
   John Timmer, leader

John Timmer is a retired pastor in the Christian Reformed Church; his last
congregation was the Woodlawn CRC.

23-F2008  The Criminal Justice System
  3:15-4:30 PM, 5 Thursdays: October 23 – November 20
  Room: Hiemenga Hall 335

This course will address the judicial background of a number
of topics publicized in the media on a nearly daily basis, topics
of great interest to the general public, since they frequently hit
close to home.  Among the issues to be discussed are the
following: drunk driving, truth in sentencing, home invasion,
crime victims’ rights, gang violence, the death penalty, road
rage, early release programs, and religion in the prisons.

Style: Presentation, discussion
   William Van Regenmorter, leader

Senator Van Regenmorter, retired, served in the Michigan legislature for 24
years.  As chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee and Senate Majority
Whip, he has written a number of significant laws that have direct influence on
our daily lives.
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24-F2008   The Case for Christianity in an Age of Skepticism
   3:15-4:30 PM, 4 Thursdays: October 23 – November 13
   Room: Hiemenga Hall 333

This course aims to provide students with a background to the present culture
war as it challenges the Judeo-Christian values of the West, with reasoned
arguments for the maintenance of the historic Christian faith, replete with
suggestions as to how it may be effectively articulated and defended.

Session 1: The History of the Present Culture War
Session 2: The Issues of the Present Culture War
Session 3: The Lessons of the Present Culture War
Session 4: The Application of the Present Culture War

Interacting with works by such prominent skeptics as A.N. Wilson, Richard
Dawkins, Christopher Hitchens and others, the course offers by way of lectures
and discussion reasons to believe and tips on how to witness with confidence.

Style: Presentation, analysis, and discussion
   Tim J. R. Trumper, leader

Tim J. R. Trumper is Senior Minister of Seventh Reformed Church in Grand
Rapids and a weekly radio broadcaster.  Formerly he taught systematic theol-
ogy at Westminster Seminary, Philadelphia.

25-F2008  Possessed, Pious, and Perplexed: The Prophets of Ancient Israel
   1:30-2:45 PM, 4 Thursdays: October 23 – November 13
   Room:  Hiemenga Hall 337

How and why does Elijah start a drought?  Why is Amos so concerned about the
price of bread?  And why does Ezekiel play with toy soldiers?  We usually read
the Old Testament prophets to see what they said about the end times and the
coming of the Messiah.  But in addition to the future, they also talked to the
Israelites about the issues of the day: politics, the economy, and religion.

In this course we’ll look at what the prophets had to say about those issues as
well as about the future.  Along the way we’ll also look at some other things.
For example, how did the prophets know what God wanted them to say and do?
How did people decide whether someone was a true prophet, insane, or a public
relations specialist for the government?  And why do the prophets suddenly
emerge from the shadows around 850 BC, during the reign of King Ahab?

Style: Presentation and discussion
   Richard Whitekettle, leader
Richard Whitekettle is a professor of Religion at Calvin College.
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26-F2008   Economic Issues in the Presidential Campaign
   3:15-4:30 PM, 4 Tuesdays: September 23 – October 14
   Room: Hiemenga Hall 320

This course will examine the economic proposals made by the major presiden-
tial candidates, and their implications.  Potential topics include, for example,
health care policy, environmental policy, Social Security, tax and spending
policy, immigration and trade policy (including their effects on jobs), and the
housing crisis

The specific issues to be discussed will be selected on the basis of their
importance, the existence of clear and contrasting positions of the candidates,
and the interest of class members.  Materials from the presidential candidates
and their parties will be used to outline the various positions; background
material providing the context of the issues will also be provided.  The class will
evaluate the positions from a Christian perspective.

Style:  Presentation and discussion
   George Monsma, leader

George Monsma is a retired professor of Economics at Calvin College.

27-F2008   Biblical Kings and American Presidents
   3:15-4:30 PM, 4 Tuesdays: September 16 – October 7
   Room: Hiemenga Hall 333

Since George Washington first swore to “preserve, protect, and defend the
Constitution of the United States,” forty-two people have occupied the office of
president.  All male and of European descent, they came to the office from many
backgrounds and with a wide range of hopes, agendas, and personalities. Some
rose to historical immortality; others sank into the ranks of villains; some have
been assigned to both camps; some have simply been forgotten.

What were these men like—as people, politicians, and public figures?  Why did
voters entrust the office to them?   How well-regarded were they while in office,
and how well have their reputations endured from the perspective of hindsight?
How do they compare with the portrait of a godly ruler found in Psalm 72?  And
how do our personal measures of good leadership compare with scriptural
standards?

Style: Presentation and discussion
   Robert Schoone-Jongen, leader

Robert Schoone-Jongen is a professor of History at Calvin College.
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28-F2008   A Panoramic Look at Russia—Its People, Its Past, Its Present
   3:15-4:30 PM, 6 Thursdays: September 11 – October 16
   Room: Hiemenga Hall 332

This course will give you insight into the people,
culture, and history of that vast country we know
as Russia, from its earliest beginnings to the
present.  Its six sessions will be organized as
follows:

Session 1 will deal with Russian leaders and their
influence, beginning with such figures as Riurik
and Genghis Khan back in the 12th century and

moving through the time of Catherine the Great.

Session 2 will treat Russia’s rich literary tradition from its earliest writings to
Tolstoy, Dostoyevsky, and Solzhenitsyn.

Session 3 will explore the multi-faceted history of Christianity in Russia from
Vladimir and the communal baptism of 988 A.D. to more recent times.

Session 4 will discuss striking parallels between Russia and the United States
from 1812 to 1917, including the abolition of serfdom in Russia and the
emancipation of slaves in the U.S.

Session 5 will look at the Bolshevik Revolution and its aftermath and will trace
the careers of Lenin and Stalin on through the leadership of Brezhnev, An-
dropov, and Gromyko.

Session 6 will explore Russia today, its leaders since Gorbachev and Yeltsin, its
future, and relations between Russia and the U.S.

Style:  Presentation and discussion
   Verona Vander Ven, leader

Verona (Ronnie) Vander Ven, who has Eastern European roots, has studied
Russian at a variety of colleges and universities and is a long-time teacher of
Russian language and culture.  She has had a broad variety of experiences
both in Russia and with Russian people.
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29-F2008   Women in Less Developed Countries
   3:15-4:30 PM, 4 Tuesdays: October 21 – November 11
   Room: Hiemenga Hall 320

This course aims to explore the reasons for the marginalization of women,
especially in collectivist communities in less developed countries (LDCs) such
as Egypt, China, India, and Saudi Arabia.  Understanding those reasons is vital
for designing interventions against gender discrimination.  A variety of factors
will be included in this analysis: economics, political science, religion, sociol-
ogy, psychology, ideology, and history.   A look at all of these elements is
necessary if one is to properly analyze the complexity of gender discrimination
in LDCs.

Style:  Presentation and discussion
   Adel Abadeer, leader
Adel Abadeer is a professor of Economics at Calvin College.

30-F2008  You, Too, Can Draw What You See
    1:30-2:45 PM, 6 Tuesdays: October 21 – November 25
    Room: Hiemenga Hall 331

It’s fun to draw when you have a strategy.
Discover five basic shapes.  Learning to draw
these in perspective and in their more com-
plex forms gives one great admiration for
God’s creation and one’s own hidden abili-
ties.  The course sessions will empower you
to draw what you see with line, shading, and
detail.  The course is open to both beginners
and to people experienced in drawing.  Sup-
plies include No. 2 pencils, pink pear
kneaded erasers, Q-tips or tortillon stumps,
and a drawing tablet size 9x12 or larger.   The
class is limited to 20 participants.

Style: Hands-on, presentation
   Natalie Van Vliet Boonstra-Bosscher, leader

Natalie Boonstra-Bosscher, an experienced art educator who taught primarily
in the Chicago area, has developed a unique strategy for teaching realistic
drawing.
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31-F2008  Neither Male Nor Female, God Created Them: The Science and
Ethics of Intersexuality
   1:30-2:45 PM, 4 Tuesdays: September 23 – October 14
   Room: Science Building 202

Approximately 0.02-0.2% of newborns are not clearly male or female, but
somewhere in between.  They are said to be “intersexed.”  Persons who are
intersexed, their families, and their healthcare practitioners experience pressing
questions of sex and gender.  A growing body of evidence suggests that sex
assignment surgery, fairly commonplace for more than three decades, was
predicated on faulty hypotheses and has often done more harm than good.

This course will focus particularly on the biological and psychological aspects
of intersexuality and the challenges persons who are intersexed pose for the
Christian community.  It will also explore key elements of what might constitute
a Christian perspective on human sexuality and gender.

Session 1: A History of Intersexuality and an Introduction to the Biology and
Psychology of Sexual Development

Session 2: Sex Assignment Surgery and Sex Testing and Olympic Competition

Session 3: Disorders of Sexual Development: The Most Prevalent forms of In-
tersexuality

Session 4: Challenges to the Christian Community: What Would Jesus Do?

Style: Presentation and discussion
   Hessel Bouma III, leader

Hessel Bouma is a professor of Biology at Calvin College.

32-F2008   Bach’s B-Minor Mass
   1:30-2:45 PM, 4 Thursdays: September 11 – October 2
   Room:  Fine Arts Center 226

In 1818, sixty-eight years after Bach’s death, the first publisher of the B-Minor
Mass advertised it as “the greatest musical artwork of all times and peoples.”
Although “the greatest” inevitably calls forth argument, it is beyond argument
that the B-Minor Mass is among the very small handful of the greatest artistic
expressions of the Christian faith.
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In this course we will briefly examine the work’s curious genesis, its place in
Bach’s output, and its reception.  However, the main goal of the course will be
to develop more perceptive listening to the work, especially with regard to the
relationship of the music to the words.

Style: Presentation, listening, and discussion
   Calvin Stapert, leader

Calvin Stapert is a retired professor of Music at Calvin College.

33-F2008  Introduction to Word Processing—Using Microsoft Word 2000 or
2003
   10:00 AM – 12 Noon (Please note the time.)
   6 Mondays and 6 Wednesdays: September 15 – October 22
   Room: Computer Lab at Eastern Avenue Christian Reformed Church, located
at 514 Eastern Avenue, S.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan

Learn how to create a basic document (letter, report, memo, newsletter, tables),
using the features of Microsoft Word.  We will begin by reviewing the toolbars
by which Microsoft Word makes it very easy to format and edit a document.
Other topics covered will include changing margins, changing the size and style
of the font (the letters), learning shortcuts, changing the defaults, different
document views, spell checking, editing and formatting text, saving and retriev-
ing, creating folders, and printing.

Since Calvin College has changed to Microsoft Word 2007, which is very
different, we will use the lab at Eastern Avenue CRC, which still has Microsoft
Word 2000+.  If you have questions, call Jeni Hoekstra at 977-2624, or email
her at hoekstradj@sbcglobal.net Class limit is eight.

Style: presentation, hands-on
   Jeni Hoekstra, leader

Jeni Hoekstra is a retired educator and is an experienced computer trainer.

34-F2008   Introduction to Word Processing -- Using Microsoft Word 2007
   8:15-9:45 AM (Please note the time.)
   6 Tuesdays and 6 Thursdays:September 16 – October 23
   Room: Library Computer Lab  L-122, 1st floor of Calvin Library

If you bought a new computer and tried to use Microsoft Word 2007, you found
that it is set up very differently from Microsoft Word 97, 2000, or 2003.
Microsoft claims that it has made things easier!!??  Instead of the toolbars, in
this course you will learn the Microsoft Office Button, the Ribbons, the Quick
Access Toolbar, Dialog Box Launcher, etc.  After some practice, you can get
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used to it.  Calvin College now has only Microsoft Word 2007 on its computers.

We will apply the new Microsoft Word 2007 features to the various things you
want to learn (how to set up letters, reports, memos, newsletters, tables, etc.).
After becoming familiar with the new setup and learning where Microsoft has
placed the various applications (fonts, margins, copy, paste, etc.), you will find
that it is not as difficult as you first thought.

Please call Jeni Hoekstra at 977-2624 or email her at hoekstradj@sbcglobal.net
for answers to your questions.

  Style: presentation, hands-on
   Jeni Hoekstra, leader

Jeni Hoekstra is a retired educator and is an experienced computer trainer.

35-F2008  Desktop Publishing
   8:15-9:45 AM (Please note the time), 6 Fridays: September 19-October 24
   Room:  Library Computer Lab, L-122, 1st floor of Calvin Library

Have you ever wanted to learn an easy way to make flyers, business cards,
invitations, greeting cards, calendars, labels, certificates, brochures, newsletters,
T-shirts, etc?  The programs we will use are PrintMaster and Microsoft
Publisher.  However, if you have the software for PrintShop or Hallmark
Greeting Cards, or some similar program, you can easily adapt the knowledge
you gain in this class to those programs.  The programs have done much of the
work for you; you simply modify or add graphics or your own pictures to
preformed templates to suit your needs.

Many of these projects can be done using Microsoft Word, but it is much easier
using PrintMaster, Microsoft Publisher, or PrintShop.  It would be helpful to
know the keyboard (how to type) as well as to have some basic knowledge of
the computer.  If you have questions, call Jeni Hoekstra at 977-2624 or email
her at hoekstradj@sbcglobal.net

Style: Presentation, hands-on
   Jeni Hoekstra, leader

Jeni Hoekstra is a retired educator and is an experienced computer trainer.
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Knitting
This group will meet for eight weeks on Wednesday afternoons at 2:00PM in
the Youngsma Building (east of the East Beltline), beginning on September 17.
The group will be a continuation/expansion of the Knitting class which has been
offered as a class for the last few years. It will be under the leadership of Diane
VanderPol. The group is open to beginners as well as veterans, and the CALL
emphasis will be on mutual sharing of skills and interests. The group will set its
own agenda and will continue every fall and spring as long as there is interest
among the members.

Birding
This group will meet on Tuesday mornings at 9:00AM, beginning on September
17. It will assemble at the Bunker Nature Center (east of the East Beltline) and
will plan weekly outings at nearby sites for bird watching. Members should have
the entire morning available since the outings may vary in the time they require.
Meetings will go on for six or eight weeks, depending on the wishes of the
group. This group will set its own agenda and continue each fall and spring as
long as there is sufficient interest in doing so. At this point the leadership has
not been determined but that should be taken care of by the time of the first
meeting. The group is open to all CALL members, beginners as well as
experienced bird watchers. Mutual help is the goal of this group. Bring
binoculars and walking shoes. Classes or videos will be planned for days when
weather prevents outdoor excursions.


