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    A biology internship is an incredible opportunity to get supervised practical experience in a career field that you are interested in.

    Find an internship in the Grand Rapids area during the school year, or go to another exciting location like a national park, government agency, research university, medical institute, or business to do a paid internship during the summer. You may be able to receive course credit for your internship, and it may even lead to a great job after graduation.




  
    
    Related pages

    	Frequently asked questions


  




How do I find an off-campus internship or research experience?

	Talk with your professors and advisor about opportunities in their fields.
	Watch the biology department summer research bulletin boards on the first and second floors of DeVries Hall for postings of summer research internship opportunities.
	Look for email announcements from the biology department internship coordinator (Professor David Koetje).
	Search for internships online and by networking with acquaintances who have contacts in the research or industrial worlds. You may be able to find an opportunity in your own hometown, another state, or around the world.
	Browse the internships listed below that are in your areas of interest.


Great places to start

	The Van Andel Institute in Grand Rapids often accepts Calvin students into its summer research program each year. Applications for summer are typically due before February 1. Lab assistant positions are also available during the academic year.
	Calvin also has a close relationship with the University of Michigan Department of Molecular and Integrative Physiology, which offers several different undergraduate research programs. The Calvin biology department works with Dr. Daniel Michele to place two or more students in these programs each year. Applications for summer are typically due before February 1.
	Each summer, there are National Science Foundation Research Experiences for Undergraduates (NSF-REU) at universities and research institutes all over the country. These programs cover all areas of biology. A stipend is typically provided, as well as potentially housing, meals, and travel expenses.


Application deadlines

The time to begin applying for summer off-campus research opportunities begins in November. Most applications are due during February and March. However, a few are due as early as November, December, and January.

Earning credit

It is sometimes possible for you to earn credit for an off-campus internship or research experience. Depending on the nature of the work, these credits can either serve as elective credits toward graduation or as an upper-level elective in the biology major. Prior to beginning your internship, contact the biology department internship coordinator (Professor David Koetje) to discuss the specifics of your internship and determine whether or not it could qualify for credit from Calvin.

Internship opportunities
    	
                Biomedical sciences
                
                    	Case Western Reserve University Heart, Lung, and Blood Summer Research Program (Ohio)
	Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Undergraduate Research Program (New York)
	Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center Summer Undergraduate Research Program (Washington)
	Indiana University Herman B. Wells Center for Pediatric Research Summer Student Internship Program (Indiana)
	Mayo Clinic Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (Minnesota)
	Medical College of Wisconsin Summer Program for Undergraduate Research (Wisconsin)
	Michigan State University ASPET Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship Program (East Lansing, MI)
	Michigan State University BRUSH Summer Research Program (East Lansing, MI)
	Michigan State University College of Human Medicine Leadership in Rural Medicine Program (East Lansing, MI)
	Mount Desert Island Biological Laboratory NSF Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU) Fellowship Program (Maine)
	National Cancer Institute Division of Cancer Epidemiology & Genetics Summer Internship (Maryland)
	National Institutes of Health Summer Internship Program in Biomedical Research (Maryland)
	University of Alabama-Birmingham Preparation for Graduate and Medical Education Summer Program (Alabama)
	University of Alabama-Birmingham Summer in Biomedical Sciences Undergraduate Research Program (Alabama)
	University of Georgia Population Biology of Infectious Diseases Research Experience for Undergraduates (Georgia)
	University of Iowa College of Medicine Summer Undergraduate Medical Scientist Training Research Program (Iowa)
	University of Michigan Frankel Cardiovascular Center Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (Ann Arbor, MI)
	University of Michigan Molecular and Integrative Physiology Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (Ann Arbor, MI)
	University of Michigan Molecular and Integrative Physiology Summer Undergraduate Research in Physiology (Ann Arbor, MI)
	University of Michigan Summer Undergraduate Research Experience: Diabetes and Metabolic Diseases (Ann Arbor, MI)
	Van Andel Research Institute Summer Internship Program (Grand Rapids, MI)
	Wayne State University School of Medicine Summer Undergraduate Research Experience (Detroit, MI)
	Weill Cornell / Rockefeller / Sloan-Kettering Gateways to the Laboratory Summer Program (New York)
	West Virginia University Summer Undergraduate Vision Research Fellowship Program (West Virginia)


                

            
	
                Cellular and molecular biology
                
                    	Boyce Thompson Institute Undergraduate Research Internship (New York)
	Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Undergraduate Research Program (New York)
	Cornell University Department of Molecular Biology and Genetics Summer Research Experience for Undergradautes (New York)
	Maryland Sea Grant Research Experiences for Undergraduates (Maryland)
	Mayo Clinic Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (Minnesota)
	Medical College of Wisconsin Summer Program for Undergraduate Research (Wisconsin)
	Michigan State University ASPET Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship Program (East Lansing, MI)
	Michigan State University BRUSH Summer Research Program (East Lansing, MI)
	Mount Desert Island Biological Laboratory NSF Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU) Fellowship Program (Maine)
	Smithsonian Environmental Research Center Internship (Maryland)
	University of Alabama-Birmingham Summer in Biomedical Sciences Undergraduate Research Program (Alabama)
	University of California at Berkeley Research Experience for Undergraduates: Integrating Biology from Molecules to Ecosystems (California)
	University of Georgia Population Biology of Infectious Diseases Research Experience for Undergraduates (Georgia)
	University of Michigan Frankel Cardiovascular Center Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (Ann Arbor, MI)
	University of Michigan Life Sciences Institute Perrigo Undergraduate Summer Fellowship (Ann Arbor, MI)
	University of Michigan Molecular and Integrative Physiology Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (Ann Arbor, MI)
	University of Michigan Molecular and Integrative Physiology Summer Undergraduate Research in Physiology (Ann Arbor, MI)
	University of Michigan Summer Undergraduate Research Experience: Diabetes and Metabolic Diseases (Ann Arbor, MI)
	University of Wisconsin SIGNALS Research Program (Wisconsin)
	Van Andel Research Institute Summer Internship Program (Grand Rapids, MI)
	Wayne State University School of Medicine Summer Undergraduate Research Experience (Detroit, MI)
	West Virginia University Summer Undergraduate Vision Research Fellowship Program (West Virginia)


                

            
	
                Computational biology
                
                    	Boyce Thompson Institute Undergraduate Research Internship (New York)
	Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Undergraduate Research Program (New York)


                

            
	
                Conservation biology
                
                    	Ada Township Parks (Ada, MI)
	Alaska Conservation Foundation (Alaska)
	Au Sable Institute of Environmental Studies Undergraduate Research Program (Mancelona, MI)
	Chicago Botanic Garden Plant Biology and Conservation Research Experiences for Undergraduates (Illinois)
	Harvard University DaRin Butz Foundation Research Internship Program (Massachusetts)
	Indiana Dunes National Park (Indiana)
	Kellogg Biological Station Research Experience for Undergraduates (Hickory Corners, MI)
	Kent Conservation District (Grand Rapids, MI)
	Land Conservancy of West Michigan (Grand Rapids, MI)
	Michigan League of Conservation Voters Our Water Activist Program (Ann Arbor, MI)
	Michigan Sea Grant Environmental Internship (Michigan)
	Michigan State University BRUSHES Summer Research Program (East Lansing, MI)
	Oakland Township Parks and Recreation (Rochester, MI)
	Operation Wallacea In-Field Experiences
	Plaster Creek Stewards (Grand Rapids, MI)
	Sierra Club: Michigan Chapter (Lansing, MI)
	Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore Internship (Empire, MI)
	Smithsonian Environmental Research Center Internship (Maryland)
	South African Shark Conservancy Research Program (South Africa)
	Student Conservation Association Internships
	Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council Internships (Petoskey, MI)
	University of Florida Wildlife Ecology Study Abroad Program (Swaziland, Africa)
	University of Georgia Population Biology of Infectious Diseases Research Experience for Undergraduates (Georgia)
	University of Michigan Doris Duke Conservation Scholars Program (Ann Arbor, MI)


                

            
	
                Developmental biology
                
                    	University of Alabama-Birmingham Summer in Biomedical Sciences Undergraduate Research Program (Alabama)
	University of California at Berkeley Research Experience for Undergraduates: Integrating Biology from Molecules to Ecosystems (California)


                

            
	
                Ecology and Environmental Science
                
                    	Ada Township Parks (Ada, MI)
	Au Sable Institute of Environmental Studies Undergraduate Research Program (Mancelona, MI)
	Blandy Experimental Farm Research Experiences for Undergraduates Program in Ecology and Evolution (Virginia)
	Cornell AgriTech Summer Research Scholars Program (New York)
	Great Lakes Bioenergy Research Center Summer Undergraduate Research Program (East Lansing, MI)
	Harvard Forest Summer Research Program in Ecology (Massachusetts)
	Harvard University DaRin Butz Foundation Research Internship Program (Massachusetts)
	Indiana Dunes National Park (Indiana)
	Indiana University Research Experiences for Undergraduates Program in Animal Behavior (Indiana)
	Kellogg Biological Station Research Experience for Undergraduates (Hickory Corners, MI)
	Kent Conservation District (Grand Rapids, MI)
	Land Conservancy of West Michigan (Grand Rapids, MI)
	Maryland Sea Grant Research Experiences for Undergraduates (Maryland)
	Michigan League of Conservation Voters Our Water Activist Program (Ann Arbor, MI)
	Michigan Sea Grant Environmental Internship (Michigan)
	Michigan State University ASPET Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship Program (East Lansing, MI)
	Michigan State University BRUSHES Summer Research Program (East Lansing, MI)
	Mote Marine Laboratory Research Experiences for Undergraduates Program (Florida)
	National Ecological Observatory Network Internship (Colorado)
	National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Summer Internships
	Oakland Township Parks and Recreation (Rochester, MI)
	Operation Wallacea In-Field Experiences
	Pierce Cedar Creek Institute Summer Fellowships (Hastings, MI)
	Plaster Creek Stewards (Grand Rapids, MI)
	Research Experience for Undergraduates in Tropical Ecology and Evolution at El Verde Field Station (Puerto Rico)
	Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory Research Experiences for Undergraduates (Colorado)
	Shoals Marine Laboratory Undergraduate Research Group (Maine)
	Sierra Club: Michigan Chapter (Lansing, MI)
	Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore Internship (Empire, MI)
	Smithsonian Environmental Research Center Internship (Maryland)
	Student Conservation Association Internships
	Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council Internships (Petoskey, MI)
	University of California at Berkeley Research Experience for Undergraduates: Integrating Biology from Molecules to Ecosystems (California)
	University of Florida Wildlife Ecology Study Abroad Program (Swaziland, Africa)
	University of Kansas Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology Research Experience for Undergraduates (Kansas)
	University of Michigan Biological Station Research Opportunities (Pellston, MI)
	University of Michigan Doris Duke Conservation Scholars Program (Ann Arbor, MI)
	University of North Florida Research Experiences for Undergraduates Program in Coastal Biology (Florida)
	University of Notre Dame Field Environmental Biology Program (Indiana)
	University of Wisconsin SIGNALS Research Program (Wisconsin)


                

            
	
                Evolutionary biology
                
                    	Indiana University Research Experiences for Undergraduates Program in Animal Behavior (Indiana)
	Kellogg Biological Station Research Experience for Undergraduates (Hickory Corners, MI)
	Research Experience for Undergraduates in Tropical Ecology and Evolution at El Verde Field Station (Puerto Rico)
	Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory Research Experiences for Undergraduates (Colorado)
	University of California at Berkeley Research Experience for Undergraduates: Integrating Biology from Molecules to Ecosystems (California)
	University of Kansas Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology Research Experience for Undergraduates (Kansas)


                

            
	
                Genetics
                
                    	Boyce Thompson Institute Undergraduate Research Internship (New York)
	Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Undergraduate Research Program (New York)
	Cornell University Department of Molecular Biology and Genetics Summer Research Experience for Undergradautes (New York)
	Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center Summer Undergraduate Research Program (Washington)
	Great Lakes Bioenergy Research Center Summer Undergraduate Research Program (East Lansing, MI)
	Michigan State University Plant Genomics Summer Research Program (East Lansing, MI)
	National Cancer Institute Division of Cancer Epidemiology & Genetics Summer Internship (Maryland)
	University of Alabama-Birmingham Summer in Biomedical Sciences Undergraduate Research Program (Alabama)
	Wayne State University School of Medicine Summer Undergraduate Research Experience (Detroit, MI)


                

            


    	
                Marine biology
                
                    	Duke Marine Lab Research Experience for Undergraduates in Estuarine and Coastal Marine Sciences (North Carolina)
	Maryland Sea Grant Research Experiences for Undergraduates (Maryland)
	Mote Marine Laboratory Research Experiences for Undergraduates Program (Florida)
	National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Summer Internships
	Operation Wallacea In-Field Experiences
	Shoals Marine Laboratory Undergraduate Research Group (Maine)
	Oceans Research (South Africa)
	Smithsonian Environmental Research Center Internship (Maryland)
	University of North Florida Research Experiences for Undergraduates Program in Coastal Biology (Florida)
	Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution Summer Student Fellowship (Massachusetts)


                

            
	
                Microbiology
                
                    	Cornell AgriTech Summer Research Scholars Program (New York)
	Great Lakes Bioenergy Research Center Summer Undergraduate Research Program (East Lansing, MI)
	Kellogg Biological Station Research Experience for Undergraduates (Hickory Corners, MI)
	Smithsonian Environmental Research Center Internship (Maryland)
	University of Alabama-Birmingham Summer in Biomedical Sciences Undergraduate Research Program (Alabama)
	University of Wisconsin SIGNALS Research Program (Wisconsin)
	Wayne State University School of Medicine Summer Undergraduate Research Experience (Detroit, MI)


                

            
	
                Neuroscience
                
                    	Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Undergraduate Research Program (New York)
	Michigan State University ASPET Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship Program (East Lansing, MI)
	Michigan State University Bridge to PhD in Neurosciences Program (East Lansing, MI)
	Van Andel Research Institute Summer Internship Program (Grand Rapids, MI)
	Wayne State University School of Medicine Summer Undergraduate Research Experience (Detroit, MI)
	West Virginia University Summer Undergraduate Vision Research Fellowship Program (West Virginia)


                

            
	
                Paleontology and archaeology
                
                    	ArchaeoTek Archaeological Techniques and Research Center (Romania)
	Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park (Nebraska)
	Mammoth Site Summer Internships (South Dakota)


                

            
	
                Physiology
                
                    	American Physiological Society Summer Research Programs
	Case Western Reserve University Heart, Lung, and Blood Summer Research Program (Ohio)
	Mayo Clinic Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (Minnesota)
	Medical College of Wisconsin Summer Program for Undergraduate Research (Wisconsin)
	Michigan State University ASPET Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship Program (East Lansing, MI)
	Michigan State University BRUSH Summer Research Program (East Lansing, MI)
	National Cancer Institute Division of Cancer Epidemiology & Genetics Summer Internship (Maryland)
	University of Michigan Frankel Cardiovascular Center Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (Ann Arbor, MI)
	University of Michigan Molecular and Integrative Physiology Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (Ann Arbor, MI)
	University of Michigan Molecular and Integrative Physiology Summer Undergraduate Research in Physiology (Ann Arbor, MI)
	University of Michigan Summer Undergraduate Research Experience: Diabetes and Metabolic Diseases (Ann Arbor, MI)
	Wayne State University School of Medicine Summer Undergraduate Research Experience (Detroit, MI)


                

            
	
                Plant biology
                
                    	Boyce Thompson Institute Research Internship (New York)
	Chicago Botanic Garden Plant Biology and Conservation Research Experiences for Undergraduates (Illinois)
	Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Undergraduate Research Program (New York)
	Cornell AgriTech Summer Research Scholars Program (New York)
	Great Lakes Bioenergy Research Center Summer Undergraduate Research Program (East Lansing, MI)
	Harvard Forest Summer Research Program in Ecology (Massachusetts)
	Harvard University DaRin Butz Foundation Research Internship Program (Massachusetts)
	Integrated Plant Systems Undergraduate Research Experience (Illinois)
	Kellogg Biological Station Research Experience for Undergraduates (Hickory Corners, MI)
	Michigan State University Plant Genomics Summer Research Program (East Lansing, MI)
	Pierce Cedar Creek Institute Summer Fellowships (Hastings, MI)
	Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory Research Experiences for Undergraduates (Colorado)
	Smithsonian Environmental Research Center Internship (Maryland)


                

            
	
                Zoology
                
                    	Cornell AgriTech Summer Research Scholars Program (New York)
	Fair Oaks Farms Internship Program (Indiana)
	Indiana University Research Experiences for Undergraduates Program in Animal Behavior (Indiana)
	John Ball Zoo Internships (Grand Rapids, MI)
	Mote Marine Laboratory Research Experiences for Undergraduates Program (Florida)
	Operation Wallacea In-Field Experiences
	Pierce Cedar Creek Institute Summer Fellowships (Hastings, MI)
	Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory Research Experiences for Undergraduates (Colorado)
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    ACADEMIC OPTIONS

    With over 100 majors and programs, you’re bound to find something you love.

    Search academic options
      
    
    Browse by category

    	 Arts
        
          	Applied Film and Media
	Ceramics
	Drawing and Painting
	Film and Media Production
	Fine Arts (BFA)
	Graphic Design
	Music
	Music (Composition Emphasis)
	Music (Performance Emphasis)
	Photography


        

      
	 Business
        
          	Accounting
	Master of Accounting
	Business
	Entrepreneurship
	Finance
	Financial Planning
	Human Resource Management
	Marketing—Analytics and Research
	Marketing—Professional Selling
	Marketing—Marketing Management
	Sport Management
	Supply Chain Management


        

      
	 Communication & Media Studies
        
          	Communication
	Health Communication
	Digital Communication
	Film and Media Studies
	Master of Arts in Media and Strategic Communication
	Journalism
	Strategic Communication (Professional Track)
	Strategic Communication (Rhetoric Track)


        

      
	 Education
        
        Undergraduate education
        	Birth to Kindergarten
	Pre-Kindergarten to 3rd Grade
	3rd to 6th Grade
	Art: Pre-K to 12th Grade
	French: Pre-K to 12th Grade
	Health & PE: Pre-K to 12th Grade
	Spanish: Pre-K to 12th Grade
	Special Education Pre-K to 12th Grade
	TESOL: Pre-K to 12th Grade
	Secondary Education
	English: 5th to 9th Grade
	Math: 5th to 9th Grade
	Science: 5th to 9th Grade
	Social Studies: 5th to 9th Grade
	English: 7th to 12th Grade
	Math: 7th to 12th Grade
	Science: 7th to 12th Grade
	Social Studies: 7th to 12th Grade


        
        Graduate programs
            	Master of Education
	Master of Arts in Teaching


        
        Continuing studies
        	Teacher Endorsements
	Post-Baccalaureate Teaching Certification
	Professional Development


        

      
	 Health Sciences
        
          	Exercise Science
	Kinesiology (Pre-professional Emphasis)
	Nursing
	One Health
	Pre-Dentistry
	Pre-Medicine
	Pre-Occupational Therapy
	Pre-Optometry
	Pre-Pharmacy
	Pre-Physical Therapy
	Pre-Physician Assistant
	Pre-Podiatry
	Pre-Veterinary
	Public Health
	Recreation Leadership
	Speech Pathology and Audiology (BA, MA)
	Master of Speech Pathology
	Theraputic Recreation


        

      
	 Humanities
        
          	Archaeology
	English
	Gender Studies
	History
	Interdisciplinary Studies
	Linguistics
	Literature
	Medieval Studies
	Philosophy
	Religion
	Writing


        

      
	 Ministry
        
          	Church-Based Community Development
	Congregational Studies
	Missions
	Music in Worship
	Pre-Seminary
	Pastoral Ministry
	Worship
	Youth Ministry


        

      
	 Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics
        
          	Actuarial Science
	Astronomy
	Biochemistry
	Biology
	Biotechnology
	Chemistry
	Computer Science
	Data Analytics
	Data Science
	Engineering
              	Biomedical Engineering
	Chemical Engineering
	Civil & Environmental Engineering
	Electrical & Computer Engineering
	Energy, Environment, and Sustainability
	Mechanical Engineering
	Mechatronics


            
	Environmental Science—Natural Resources Track
	Environmental Science—Naturalist Track
	Environmental Studies
	Geology
	Mathematics
	Neuroscience
	Optics
	Physics
	Statistics


        

      
	 Social Sciences
        
          	Criminology
	Economics
	Master in Geographic Information Science (MS) Online
	Geography
	Global Development Studies
	International Relations
	Politics, Philosophy, and Economics
	Political Science
	Pre-Law
	Psychology
	Social Science
	Social Work
	Sociology
	Urban Studies


        

      
	 World Languages & Cultural Studies
        
          	African Studies
	Asian Studies
	Chinese
	Classical Studies
	Dutch
	French
	German Studies
	Global Studies
	Greek
	Japanese
	Korean
	Latin
	Latin American Studies
	Spanish
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    Apply to Calvin

    It all starts here! We accept applications on a rolling basis throughout the year. All completed applications receive equal consideration.

    Start your journey 
     
    × CLOSE DRAWER 
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    Visit Calvin

    Find the visit option that works best for you and get a taste for life at Calvin!

    Browse Visit Options Launch the virtual tour × CLOSE DRAWER 
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        Request Info

        Learn why Calvin’s dedication to faith and discovery have earned it the rank of #3 among regional Midwest universities.

                        
             
    Loading...
   
                         × CLOSE DRAWER
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    Costs & Financial Aid

    Families from all economic backgrounds—many just like yours—are making Calvin work. Scholarships, grants and loans are the tools that make Calvin possible.

    Explore financial aid & Scholarships How much does Calvin cost? × CLOSE DRAWER 
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            	Calvin University
	3201 Burton SE
	Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546-4388


            	
                Facebook
                
	
                Twitter
                
	
                LinkedIn
                
	
                Vimeo
                
	
                YouTube
                
	
                Instagram
                
	
                TikTok
                
	
                Browse all
                


          

          
            	We’d love to hear from you!
	(616) 526-6000 | 1-800-688-0122
	info@calvin.edu
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