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Religious Groups and
the Conlflict in Kosovo

In the wake of American and NATO
action in Kosovo, there has been consid-
erable discussion within the Christian
community over whether or not such
intervention fell within the “Just-War
Tradition.” Much less discussion and
analysis, however, have occurred regard-
ing how members of different religious
traditions within American society have
responded to the situation. This brief
analysis seeks to provide some basic
information about such matters, and it is
based on data taken from a CNN/USA
Today/Gallup Poll conducted during
April 30 to May 2, 1999. A total of 1014
respondents were surveyed. Given the
nature of the questions asked as well as
the limited number of respondents sur-
veyed, analysis will be restricted to only
those religious groups containing a
“substantial” number of respondents
within their ranks—in this case, specifi-
cally, evangelical Protestants, non-evan-
gelical Protestants, Romans Catholics,
and “seculars.”

First, as is true within any kind of
public opinion polling, the way in
which a question is framed affects the
nature of the answers received.
Accordingly, this particular poll
employed a “split-half” technique. One
half of the respondents were asked the
following question: “As you may know;,
the military alliance of Western coun-
tries called NATO has launched air and
missile attacks against Serbian military
targets in Yugoslavia. Do you favor or
oppose the United States being a part of
that military action?” The other half of
the respondents were asked a question
framed somewhat differently: with
regard to “the current military action by
the United States and its Western allies
in the Yugoslavian regions of Kosovo,

and in other areas of the Balkans,
do you approve or disapprove of the
current U.S. military involvement in
Yugoslavia?” Variation in the responses
to these questions given by respondents
falling within different religious tradi-
tions are shown below.
Several patterns are evident from
these data. First, the level of support
for American military action varied
by the nature of the question asked.
Respondents tended to express greater
support for military action when the
question was posed in terms of NATO
and missile attacks than when the ques-
tion was framed in terms of current
military action in regions of the Balkans.
Second, members of different reli-
gious groups tended to respond differ-
ently to the Kosovo conflict. Seculars
were among the most opposed to US
action, though they trailed evangelical
Protestants in their opposition when
the question was posed in terms of the
Balkans. Of the three religious groups
analyzed, evangelical Protestants
were the most opposed to, and Roman
Catholics the most supportive of, mili-
tary engagement—with non-evangeli-
cal Protestants falling in the middle.
Third, despite variation according to
the nature of the question wording, the
overall patterns of relative support for
such action given by members of differ-
ent religious groups remained basically
identical regardless of specific question
wording. Since the overall patterns
were similar, the remaining analysis
combines the responses to these two
questions so as to ease the presentation
of the analysis and to enable the full
sample of respondents to be analyzed.
Certainly, differences in religious
group membership are not the only
continued on page 2
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factors that help to shape responses to the
Kosovo conflict. As has been true with
regard to other military engagements, sup-
port for American engagement varied
according to certain socio-demographic
characteristics. Though not shown here,
support for US actions varied by: age (with
increased age associated with increased
support); education (with increased educa-

variable found
within different
categories of the

Protestant  Protestant Catholic ~ Secular . .
(N=267) (N=307) (N=284) (N=45) independent vari-
NATO split-half ables deviate from
1. Strongly oppose  33% 25% 22% 43% the grand mean,
2. Oppose 9 11 9 3 once controls for
3. Uncertain 4 5 8 4 the various covari-
4. Favor 15 16 21 21 ate variables and
5. Strongly Favor 40 44 40 30 other independent
Mean score 3.21 3.43 3.48 2.92 variables have
- Balkans split-half been mtrod.uced.
1. Strongly oppose  45% 32% 25% 43% Several impor-
2. Oppose 6 16 11 2 tant pomnts emerge
~ 3. Uncertain 5 4 7 2 from this analysis.
4. Favor 9 17 19 24 First’ responses to
5. Strongly Favor 35 31 39 28 the US action in

Kosovo were
strongly tied to
evaluations of the

Clinton presidency. Even after controls
have been introduced, the respondents’
evaluations of the Clinton presidency con-
tinue to be monotonically related to levels
of approval for US action, with the resul-
tant beta for the Clinton approval variable
ranking relatively high at a value of .34.
Second, it is also clear that religious
group membership had an independent
impact on attitudes toward US action

tion associated with increased support);

gender (with females more supportive than

men); race (with whites more supportive
than non-whites); frequency of church

even after controls have been introduced
for approval of the Clinton presidency, as
well as for education, race, age, and gen-
der. Once controls have been introduced,

attendance (with lower rates of attendance
associated with increased support); and,
approval of Clinton in handling his job as
President (with increased approval associat-
ed with increased support).

Given the effects of these other factors,
how important were religious factors in
shaping responses to the American mili-
tary action? This issue is addressed in the
next table. For purposes of this analysis, a
Multiple Classification Analysis was run of
responses to the two questions tapping
responses to US action in Kosovo. Three
variables served as the independent vari-
ables: religious group, level of church
attendance, and level of approval for the
Clinton presidency. Four variables—name-
ly, age, education, race, and gender—were
introduced as covariates or control vari-
ables in this analysis. Multiple classifica-
tion analysis is based upon the extent to
which the mean values of the dependent

evangelical and non-evangelical

Protestants
tend to mirror
each other in
their general,

four religious groups analyzed.

However, it is not only religious group
membership that had an independent
impact on attitudes toward action in
Kosovo; church attendance also had an
impact, even after controlling for religious
groups membership (as well as all of the
other variables noted above). However,
the impact of church attendance on atti-
tudes towards U.S. action is curvilinear in
nature. Those who attended weekly were,
on balance, somewhat less supportive of
the military engagement than the nation
as a whole (-.05 deviation from the grand
mean), while those who attended rarely
were more supportive of such action (.14
deviation from the grand mean). However,
it was those who attended church “period-
ically,” but less than weekly, who were the

. most opposed to such action (-.11 devia-

tion from the grand mean).

Thus, even after controlling for the
effects of various demographic variables
as well as for the respondents’ general
approval level of Clinton’s presidency,
religious variables continue to have an
impact on the positions adopted by the
American electorate with regard to this
particular matter of American foreign
policy. Thus, despite the demise of
“godless communism” and the fall of
the Soviet Union, it appears that reli-
gious factors may well continue to play
a role in shaping American public opin-
ion on matters of US foreign policy.

Adjusted for

though rela- Independents
tively weak Unadjusted +Covariates

o Grand Mean= 3.21 Dev'n Fta Dev'n Beta
opposition to
the Kosovo Clinton Approval
action, while Newral o o4
Catholics Disapprove 68 30 76 34
maintain their n

Religious Group
general support Evan. Protestant -.20 -.05
for U.S. action. Non-Evan. Protestant .02 -.05
Likewise, once Roman Catholic 23 .19
controls have Secular -.29 .10 .56 .10
been intro- Church Attendance
duced, seculars At least weekly -.10 -.05
With some regularit -.10 -11

become the . Seldom/Neverg ’ .06
most supportive
of the war
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Henry Institute Hosts National

Conference of Christians in Political Science

The Henry Institute served as the host
for the second national conference of
Christians in Political Science that was
held at Calvin College, from June 17 to
20. R. Booth Fowler of the University of
Wisconsin served as the program chair
for the conference. Slightly more than 80
conferees registered and attended either
some or all of the conference.

A total of nineteen different panels
were organized that spanned the six differ-
ent time slots available—with over fifty
different scholarly papers being presented

New Henry Semester in Washington D.C.

Each spring semester, beginning spring
2000, Calvin College will offer the Henry
Semester in Washington, D.C. program in
conjunction with the Institute for
Experiential Learning. The program com-
bines a semester-long internship with
seminar course work and offers a unique
opportunity to combine academic study
with first-hand experience of work and
life in the nation’s capital city.

One of the mandates of the Henry
Institute relates to undergraduate educa-
tion—particularly the call to help train a
new generation of both scholars and pub-
lic servants who are interested and
involved in the interplay of Christianity
and politics. With Washington, D.C. as

(some panels were organized as round-
table discussions). The Rev. Richard John
Neuhaus presented a public address in
conjunction with the conference, and was
involved in a roundtable discussion on
“The Naked Public Square Revisited.”
One of the Henry Institute projects
associated with the conference was to orga-
nize a series of papers across several panels
that dealt with the relationship between
religion and various specified topics of
American politics. Basically, these assigned
topics were those that are typically found in

the center of so much national and inter-
national policy-making, a Henry
Washington Semester helps fulfill that
mandate. One way to encourage people to
become public servants is by providing a
meaningful and exciting context in which
to engage in such public service.

Students enrolled in the Henry Semester
normally receive 14 semester hours of credit
for their participation. The basic academic
component of the semester, which entails
two courses taken in conjunction with one’s
internship experience, is taught by a Calvin
faculty member who accompanies students
to the city and directs the semester. The IEL
provides housing and helps with internship
placement. These housing accommoda-

any introduction
to American politics text
(e.g., political culture, inter-
est groups, political parties,
Congress, or the judiciary).
The goal of this effort is to
produce an edited volume on religion and
American politics—a volume that could be
used for a supplementary textbook within
an undergraduate course. The Henry
Institute is currently negotiating with dif-
ferent publishers as to which publisher will
produce the volume.

tions, for instructor and students alike, are
located in apartment complexes in northern
Virginia, just minutes from the middle of
D.C. via the Metro.

To be accepted into the program, stu-
dents must be second-semester sopho-
more or above and have a GPA of 2.5 or
higher (in order to participate in the
“Embassy and Diplomatic Scholars” pro-
gram of the IEL, however, one must
have a GPA of 3.0 or higher). In addi-
tion, students must have either complet-
ed POLS 201 (Introduction to American
Politics) or have received the consent of
the instructor. More information on the
program is available on our website:
www.calvin.edwacademic/pols/henry.




Coats Delivers Annual Henry Lecture

Former U.S. Senator Dan Coats of
Indiana delivered the third annual Paul
B. Henry Lecture on April 19, 1999.

Each spring the Paul B. Henry
Institute sponsors the annual Henry
Lecture. The Lecture is intended to
bring a prominent Christian political
practitioner to Calvin College for a pub-
lic lecture on the interplay of religion
and politics. The lecturer usually spends
more than a full day on campus and in
the community, meeting with students
in small informal groups or in their
classes, getting to know other faculty
and officers in the Calvin community,
and visiting with interested citizens in
the Grand Rapids area. In this way, the
Institute hopes to inspire Calvin stu-
dents and the community to actively
seek to integrate a Christian worldview
and practical politics.

In an effort to make these lectures as
nonpartisan or bipartisan as possible, the
Institute has established a rotation of
sorts with a Republican official deliver-
ing the address one year and a
Democratic official the next. The first
three lectures have been given by U.S.
Senators just completing service in the
Senate. The 1999 lecture, by Senator
Dan Coats of Indiana, was the third
Henry Lecture, with the first delivered
by Senator Mark Hatfield of Oregon and

the second by Senator Paul Simon of
Mlinois.

Senator Coats, now associated with
Big Brothers/Big Sisters and a
Washington, D.C. law firm, addressed
the issue of the relationship between
government and civil society. Coats’
message was based on a Tocquevillian
perspective, as he contended that the
vitality of the American republic is tied
to the vibrancy of a multiplicity of insti-
tutions that make up a complex civil
society. Freedom requires individual
self-discipline and virtue, qualities that
cannot be instilled through democratic
institutions. Thus, while the vibrancy of
the American republic is dependent
upon individual self-discipline and
virtue, it cannot directly instill such
qualities in its people, for to do so
would violate the very liberties people
enjoy under democratic republics.

Rather, it is the role of the institu-
tions of civil society to train people to
become good and virtuous citizens.
Thus, liberal democracy is dependent
upon “conservative” institutions to
teach the moral habits necessary to sus-
tain the very existence of liberal democ-
ratic life. Institutions such as the family,
the church, and other non-governmen-
tal entities, not only may, but must, use
moral authority to shape, develop, and

rdine niversif .Fer more

information and application instructions, write or
email Dr. Harold Heie, Director, Center for Christian
Studies, Gordon College, Wenham, MA 01984

(ces@gordon.edu), or obtain this information direct-
_ly from www.cccu.org/projects/.

train those individuals (citizens) who
fall under its domain.

Senator Coats, like many others, has
been distressed by the weakening of
civil society and the associated moral
crisis in American life. However, he
does not believe that government can
reconstruct civil society directly, for to
do so would be a contradiction in terms.
Neither does he believe, as many con-
servatives do, that virtuous citizens and
a healthy democracy will necessarily fol-
low from reducing the scope of govern-
ment and letting the market work its
will. Rather, Senator Coats has sought to
use legislative authority to encourage,
rather than restrict, the morally con-
structive actions undertaken in the non-
governmental sector.
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Project Zero Report

Since early 1999 the Henry Institute
has been working on a collaborative
research project in Kent County,
Michigan, that collects information on
faith-based delivery of social services
and simultaneously assists a local com-
munity agency in program evaluation.

The State of Michigan has been a

~ national leader in welfare reform inno-

vation. One of its experiments is to
depend upon churches and other reli-
gious organizations to provide volunteer
mentors to assist welfare clients in
entering the job market or improving
their job performance if they already
have employment. This trend toward
greater participation by religious organi-
zations in social service delivery is
growing nationwide, boosted signifi-
cantly by the “charitable choice” provi-
sions in the 1996 federal welfare reform
law. Scholars across the country are now
evaluating a wide range of questions
related to this growing practice.

In Kent County, Michigan, the
agency in charge of recruiting and train-
ing these volunteer mentors was inter-

Member of South African Truth
and Reconciliation Commission Speaks

Professor Pieter Meiring, Umver51ty of

Pretoria, spoke on his experiences as a
member of the Truth and Reconciliation
Committee on September 16. Through
the years, Professor Meiring has served in
a number of positions in the Dutch
Reformed Church (DRC) in South Africa.
For many years, he was involved in

efforts to persuade the DRC to change its :

policy on racial issues, and to urge the

ested in evaluating the effectiveness of
their training program and studying the
relationships that develop between vol-
unteer mentors and program clients.
That interest dovetailed nicely with the
Henry Institute’s interest in questions
related to “social capital.” Specifically,
the Institute was interested in the effect
volunteering might have on a person’s

political and religious views and actions.

We also thought that policy makers
would be interested in such questions.
If faith-based delivery of services
expands, it needs both to be effective
and in some sense self-perpetuating as
the need for mentors and volunteers
will rise rapidly when partnerships
between government agencies and faith-
based institutions proliferate.

So out of these mutual interests and
the creative use of Institute and other
Calvin College funds, the Henry _
Institute helped evaluate the mentoring
program and the effects the volunteer
experience had on mentors. Professor
Koopman worked with Calvin College’s
Social Research Center and two under-

church toward reuniﬁcation with n

white member churches of the DRC fax;xi .

ly. And, in 1982, he was among a group
of 134 ministers of the DRC who pub-

lished an Open Letter to the Church, call-
ing the church to task for its Jusnﬁcaucm

of apartheid. Professor Memng was invit-
ed by President Nelson Mande]a to serve

on the South African Truth and ,
Reconciliation Commrsslon (19964998) ‘

graduate assistants in administering
“pre-volunteering” and “post-volunteer-
ing” surveys to mentors. A baseline sur-
vey of all Kent County residents was
sent to obtain reference points to make
comparisons of mentors and the general
county population. Some of the results
have been presented in academic papers
delivered at professional meetings. Two
papers coauthored by Professor
Koopman and his student assistants
have been submitted to professional
journals in social work and public poli-
cy, with one paper already accepted for
publication.

Additional research in this area is
planned, as the Henry Institute has
applied to outside funders to study vari-
ations in welfare mentoring programs
throughout the state of Michigan. The
entire project has been a major effort in
meeting two key Institute goals: devel-
oping research and publication opportu-
nities for undergraduates in the field of
religion and politics, and advancing the
general study of the interplay between

religion and public life.




Institute Notes

Upcoming Events:

Embrace: Government and Faith-Based interplay between religion and politics?

Wednesday, February 9, 2000. Dr. Schools.” 7:30 p.m. : Check out our links at: www.calvin.edw/

Adrian Helleman, Moscow State Univer-
sity, “Church and State in Russia Today.”
3:30 p.m., Meeter Center Lecture Hall.
Wednesday, March 1, 2000. Dr.
Michael Budde, Department of Political
Science, DePaul University, “Chaplain to
Caesar: Globalization, Civil Religion,
and the Church.” 3: 30 p m., Meeter

Center Lecture Hall

academic/pols/henry/links.htm. Please
send us a note so that we can add to or
otherwise modify this page.

Faculty Notes:
Doug Koopman is begmmng an edit-
ed volume of Paul Henry’s writings on
religion and politics. The Henry Institute Honored
Corwin Smidt is in the final stages ~ Since 1989, The Templeton Foundation
of editing two volumes, Religionand ~ based in Radnor, Pennsylvania, has period-
American Politics, and Religion, Soczal ically issued The Templeton Guide, a publi-
Capital and Democratu: Lgfe . - cation that notes different coﬂeges nation-
' wide that “have a recard of i mspmng stu-

9568 IN ‘spidvy pupin

"g'S ‘uonng 10z7€
samod pup Kupysuy) fo Kpms

ayy aof amusuy Ky g vd Y1

o38or11°0 DO

NIANTV D



